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01.Read the following text and answer the questions given.
(10 marks)

It must be borne in mind that there is a clear distinction between ‘tense’
and time and many students are under the impression that they are one and
the same. Whilst ‘tense’ and ‘time’ have certain relations, they are by no
means always the same. For example a sentence in the present tense need
not necessarily express an action as having taken taken place some time in
the past; viz.

(a) ‘Wefeed ourdogonmeat and bones’. Though theword ‘feed’ indicates
present tense, the whole sentence does not mean that the action of feeding
takes place only at the present moment. It may be that we have been feeding
the dog on meat and bones for someyears, weare doing sonow and even in-
tend to do so in the future. Therefore, the present tense can be used to ex-
press actions which took place in the past, are taking place atthe moment and
possibly will continue to take place in the future. :

(b) ‘Itishightimewewenthome.’ Though theverb ‘went’ is in the past
tense, it does not mean that we had already gone home. It cannot be, for the
time of going home must be now or in the future.

Thus the word ‘tense’, in addition to expressing time also indicates the
completeness or incompleteness of an action, or it may even bein the course
of being completed. Inshort, ‘tense’ arevarieties of form in verbs,which show:

(a) The time of action, as Present, Past or Future.

(b) Thestateofaction at the time, as complete (perfect) or incomplete

(imperfect). .
(c) Thenature of action, as momentary or continuous.

a.Find out the synoym (similar word) for ‘complete’ and ‘incomplete’ from
the text.

b. What s the correctidea the students should haveabout ‘tense’ and ‘time’?

c. Explain the area where present tense could be applied.

d.What are the functions of tenses?

02.Look at the pictures and fill in the blanks in the sentences given below
them,using suitable words.

a. A mechanic....... repairing a.........

b. A person is going....... CALX Y seinsnsone luggage.

C. AGIrlis coeniiens covencsncenns plants.

&. The optician is giving............pair of .......... to a man.
@ Avcgpsan T R his work shop.

03.Read the fOllOWil.lg poem and answer the questions given below.
: (10 marks)

THE GENTLE OLD AACHCHI
The gentle old aachchi,
Weak and wobbly with age,
Walking with her pollu,
Slowly to the temple.

husband gone long before,
Children retired or about to,
Grand children in their prime,
Great grand children by the dozen.

05. Insert IF or UNLESS in the correct place and rewrite the sentences.

Weak of eye, weak of limb,

fond of memories of yester year,
longing to meet her god,

‘Slowly walking to his abode.

om Ganesha!what hit me?
What burning pain,

What graet thirist,

She writhed briefly on the road,
And then lay still,

White saree bathed in blood.

The gentle old aachchi,

felled by an alien bullet,

Fired by an alien land,

In this our free land,

The gentle old aachchi,

Shot like a dog and burnt at the spot.

2.Was the aachchi a widow? Write the relavant line from the poem to support
toyour answer.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

e.Did she have a usual funeral?Give the line that gives you the answer?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

04.Read the following extracts and say whether the statements are
RIGHT or WRONG. (5 marks)

.......... carfied on page 6 a photo of some politician of a certain province hand-
ing over job certificates to unemployed graduates.The photo shows the
“grantee” saluting awomen politicians who is ‘granting’ these jobs.

The scene made me,who hasbeen a teacher to these graduates, to ponder
long and hard on what has befallen our country after a hundred years of
higher education and over fifty years of independance.

........... One of my former students told me how her name was struck offthe g -
register for jobs by thelocalwoman political boss because she had not gone‘
and made obeisance before hand.

......... Isn’t it time that all free citizens,graduates and othersstand up and say
“no” to these insultes to human dignity and to educational achievements?A
graduate should obtain a job because he/sheis qualifi ed.He or sheshould
not be humiliated like this.And politicians should understand that they are
not “granting” jobs.The graduates get what they deserve for their
qualifications.Also, editors please, please do not give publicity to such dis-
gusting sights by publishing these photos.

a.The person who wrote the extractsisa teacher. .....ccoomseassnsens

b.Human dignity must be preserved. ol R,

¢.The writer appreciates politicians issuing job
certificates.

d.Jobs should be given on merit

e.No requests have been made to journalists
in the last paragraph.

---------------------

(5marks)
Eg. Adriver brakes suddenly on a wet road he will skid.
Ifa driver brakes suddenly on awet road he will skid.

.7\\

a.You refuse to help wewill have to manage withoutyou.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------

oooooooo

06. Underline the correct word found in the brackets.
(5marks)

a. Let’s (praying / pray/ prayed) for lasting peace in our country.
b.Assoon as Arun get up he (pray / prays/ praying) to God.
¢.Don’t disturb her. Sheis (prayed/praying/ pray)

d.Anusha (praying/ prayed /prays) God and started the day.
e.He would have been killed ifhehad not (prayed/ praying/prays) formercy
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07. A foreign friend of yours wants to know something about the life of|
SriLankan students. Send a suitable reply (150 Words). Your answer
should include thelife of both rural and urban strudents.

(8 marks)

---------------------------------------------

limited to home”

08.Write on one of the following in about 250-300 words.
EITHER (a) “My views on foreign investmentand our economy”
(b) A speech to A/L students on “The role of women mustbe

(botliviews-FOR and AGANIST should be included)

---------------------------------------------------------

(12 marks)
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