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e i By HCNotRAB'I;E Me. S NATESAN,
% M mrster of Pasts and Broadcastmg :
‘- et Thlrumumk ruppadal is a well known classm of the‘

: Sanga,;cm ge &2 Tamil Literature. Its author’ Nakkuar, :
}Wed about two thouSand years ago. It is one of the-.garhest
‘Taﬁﬁ poems in praise of Muruka, the D ity Who sydehzes

= Youth and Victory over evil forces.

; =1
The- antiqulty of the worship of Mufuka. iy evident from 3
k. the references to'it in Tholkapplam the most ancient Tamil .~
. work whlch ig.now extant Th1rumurukarruppada1 desnrlbes ¥

place in the d#al,g ptayers of thousa,nds of Votarl !
among the ma;mllﬁ m Souph Indla a}hd CeyIOn

ara,phxése in Tamxl is a we]com»
} boon to rea.deits whm'msh to unc i fully the lmport of

«the poem. - 'l’he exposmlon has. the'mer of being as preclh
a8 1(3 is lucid: L
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The usefulness of this publication has been enha.nced by

e addition of an illuminating artwle on the Worshlp of
Muruka by the late Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam and his
English translation of Thu'umuruka,rﬁp adai, which makeg
it possible for those who do not know 1‘% il to understand
and appreciate the poem \,’*

Readers of this book owe a debt of gra,tii 6 to ermathl
Slvanandam Tambya.h who has compiled and pubhshed it as
a token of her filial d votlon to the memory of her father\

CoromBoO, S. NATESAN

8th June 1955,
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8¢ THI WORSHIP OF MURUKA OR SKANDA

Though born on those distant northern mountains, his
home now and for over twenty centuries has been in the
south, and his worship prevails chiefly among the Tamils.
He appears to have been the premitive God of the Tamils
and to have passed with them to the south from their - N
supposed early gettlements in N. India. He is now: little |
. known or esteeraed in the north, where he has given way to B
~ 2 : R oS
other gods, as the Vedic gods Indra, Varuna, Agni gave way - | -
to Siva, Vishnu, etc., and as in Greece, Uranus gave way to
Kronos and he to Zeus.

" Skanda had a great vogue in the north for centuries
among the Aryan, Scythian, Mongolian, Hun and other
Invaders who succeeded the Dravidians, and, intermingling
with them, became the ancestors of the present inhabitants.
In an Upanishad of about the ninth century B.C. he is
described as giving spiritual instruction to the Rishi Narada.
and is identified with the great sage Sanatkumara
*(Chandogya Upanishad, VIL. 262).* The image of the God

; Skanda appears in the coin of King Huvishka, who in the
' beginning of the second century of the Christian era’ ruled
{ over an empire éxtending from the Central Himalayas and

the river Jamna to Bactria and the river Oxus. In the third °

Mahatmyas are found in various parts of India. The Tamil
poem by Kachchiappa Swami of Kanchi is said to. be -ba‘g(;)df
on the first six Khandas of the Sivarahasya ‘Khifda, Yhe
first of twelve sections of the Sankara Mahatmya of the
Sanskrit epic, and is a work of high literary merit, Words-
worthian in chaste, simplicity of style, but with an elevation
4 and dignity rarely attained by him. :
5, *The iastruction, extending over many#%pages, ends
nthus : “The venerable Sanatkumara showed to Narada, after
~ 1ig faults had been rubbed out, the other’ side ‘of darkness.
they call Sanatkumara Skanda, yea, Skanda they call him.j*

.
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THE KATARAGAM GOD

century, the great Sanskrit poet Kalidasa wrote. his classic
poem on the god’s birth (Kumara Sambhava,  Birth of
* Kumara ”’). In the Meghaduta (Cloud-Messenger) of the
same poet, the hero, an exile from home, in sending a
message to his sorrowing wife, bids the cloud halt at the .
~ god’s shrine on Mount-Devagiri (near U]Jam)
“There change thy form and showery roses shed
Bathed in the dews of heaven on Skanda’s head,
~— Son of the crescent’s God, whom holy ire
Called from the flame of all-devouring fire,
To snatch the lord of Svarga from despair
And timely save the trembling hosts of air’

\

In an interesting Sanskrit drama of the . ﬁrst century
(attributed to King Shudraka and known as the Mrichcha-
kattika, “The little Clay Cart”, in which the scene is laid
in Ujjain) the god is invoked by a Brahmin burglar as the
patron of his tribe,* for he is the god of war and they are

* Extracts from the burglar’s soliloquy : ““Here is a spob
weakened by constant sun and sprinkling and eaten by
saltpetre rot. And here is a pile of dirt thrown up by a
“fnouse... Now Heaven be praised! my venture prospers.
This is the first sign of success for Skanda’s sons. Now first

« of all, how shall I make the breach ¢ The blessed Bearer of

the Golden Lance has prescribed four varieties of breach
(here follows their description and the choice). I will make
that.........Praise to the boon conferring God, to Skanda of
immortal youth | Praise to him, the Bearer of the Golden
Lance, the Brahming’ God, the Pious! Praise to him, the
Child of the Sun : Praise to him, the teacher of magic, whose
first pupil I am ! for he found pleasure in me and gave me
magic ointment,
With which so I annointed be,
No watchman’s eye my form shall see ; -
And edged sword that falls on me
From cruel wounds shall leave me free. Act. IIL.
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soldiers of fortune waging war against society by operations:
akin to mining and gapping in war. At the present day, in
Bengal, he is worshipped one day in the year during the
Durga puja festival, and especially by those desiring
- offspring.

But wherever Tamil influence prevails, he is held in pre- N
eminent honour and dignity. The Tamils regard him ae the
guardian of their race, language and literature and are bound &
to him by special ties. He is reputed to have arrived In -
Lanka (Ceylon) in a remote age when it was a vast
continent,—the Lemuria, perhaps, of the zoologists, stretch-
ing from Madagascar to near Australia,—and was ruled by
a Titan, the terror of the celestials. In answer to their 1
prayers, the god was incarnated as the son of the Supreme |
God Mahadeva or Siva. He led their hosts to Lanka and I
destroyed the Titan* after mighty battles, his lance seeking ;
the foe out in his hiding in the ocean. The Titan was then ]
granted forgiveness for his sins and was changed into a cock
and a peacock,t the former becoming the god’s banner and
the latter charger. These events, with their moral
significance of the expiation of sin, are yearly celebrated by
festivals and fasts in Tamil lands in the month of Aippasi
(October-November) ending on the 6th day of the waxing °
moon (Skanda Shashti). On such occasions, the. Tamil
Kandapuranam is read and expounded with solemnity, also
at times in private houses, such reading being:deemed effica-
cious, apart from spiritual benefits, in warding off or allevia-
ting disease and danger and bringing good fortune. I

* Qalled Taraka by the Sanskrit poets, -but Sura or
Surapatuma by the Tamils, who give the name Taraka to a
younger brother. ; .

+ The peacock is therefore & sacred bird in India (as in
Egypt and Greece)—a. fact, the-ignorance of which brings

_British sportsmen into collision with the people.
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The lance, the instrument of chastisement -and salva-
tion, is understood to typify his energy & wmdom (Jnana
“sakti, somewhat corresponding to the Christian Sophia) and
is often the only symbol by which he is worshipped in the
temples. In others, he is represented with six faces, or
aspects of his activities, and riding a peacock with his
consorts, Teyvayanai (Sk. Devasena) and Valli who are
regarded as his energies of action and desire respectively

- (kriya sakti and ichcha sakti). The former was daughter of

Indra, King of the celestials, and Valli wag a Vedda princess
whom, according to Ceylon tradition, he &ooed and won at
Kataragama, She shares in the worship of millions from
Cashmir and Nepal to Dondra Head, and the priests
(kapuralas) of Kataragama proudly claim kinship with her.
He deigned, according to theologians, to set the world a
pattern of married life, for the due discharge of its duties
leads to God no less surely than a life of renunciation.

In the Tamil epic the poet ,introdue?es a courting scene
in which occurs this appeal :—

Csrgaui GrHeuenyé (& maui Lot Sib

DL L STUGT WIGDiLEh & SLomiE

G-w weiserming Ggmuls Qb HGeossr

- angar alelEFQsyh eusrend wuTeGs ?
[&bgrTamid: cusTefiLibenis SHLOGTLD]-

Highland maid of Kurava clan, could that I were the
pool in which thou bathest, the perfumed unguents thou
usest, the flowers thou wearest.” ;

It recalls Anakreon’s lover :—

“ I would be a mirror, that
you would always look at me. o
I would be your dress so that
you would always wear me.



muttu, pearl of Saravana); Karthikeya from his foster-
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I would like to be water so that _
I could bathe your flesh. g

I would be a perfume, dear, .
so that I could touch you.

And I would be the riband at your breast

and the pearls about your throat. A\
And I would be your sandal S i
that I might be trodden by your feet.” ;

Some of the stories of his birth and childhood seem to °
have travelled far west and left traces in the religion and
literature of ancient Greece. He is said to have issued from
the frontal eye of Siva as six sparks of fire. They were
received by Agni, God of fire. and cast into the Ganges, from
which they passed into the Himalayan lake Saravana and
there were transformed into six babes. These were suckled
by the six nymphs of the constéllation Pleiades (Krithika)
and became one on being fondly clasped by the Goddess
Uma. He has many names: the Tamil Pingala Nigantu
gives 37. Some of them are derived from the: incidents I
have mentioned : Agni-bhu, fire-born, from the manner of
his birth ; Gangaja or Gangesa from the association with the
Ganges, (Tam. Kankesan, which gives the name to one of
our Northern ports, Kankesanturai, where his sacred image :
is said to have been landed in the 9th century)* ; Saravana
Bhava, born in Saravana, a Himalayan Lake (T'am. Saravana-

mothers Krithikas (the Pleiades); Skanda, the united one, -
because the six babes became united into one.t The more

* Yalpana Vaipava Malai (Brito. p. II).

t grey aorsgal D par 518 wWT NS SHLoLD
E\s Esert werL_ Ger(Gsgerer Liseds
S shsGort grpuesr alGuuey Caits

o mou QurdrQperés QFligar EASAPTT DICHLILITET .
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probable derivation is from the root Skand, to.leap. Skanda
would then mean the Leaper of his foes. He is also called
Shanmukha (Tam. Sammukam or Arumukam) as being six
faced. Being To ovtwe ov or, the one and only Reality, he is
called in Tamil “Kandali” (&bgf), which is explained as
“reality transcending all categories, without attachment,

_without form, standing alone as the Self.”* It is as such
that he is adored at Kataragama, no image, form or symbol

being used (see Infra). Kataragama thus holds a unique

_“place among his numerous places of worship in India and
Ceylon

s &588 @puiGren GorErhiEn GLoel

w5 CuraGaurer @EGW &g w wem pCuiTed
ops WeaGsrt apcim aungeGLotar @ES

&hg Qerer nGut Gubparer safiger (SHLOTGT.
- . (sbgLpreamid, gy auamiiuL_eid, R0-21).
“In Sa.,réifgna;i_’s ‘waters her child’s six forms she (Uma)
gly _Vela,éi':“ad{ with both arms and lifted and of his six

ous faces and twice six shoulders she made one form,
'théimié;tress of the triple world.

: i‘f‘As the diverse energies of our Father, at the involution
of all things, become one as before, so the twelve forms of
Gauri’s son became one and he received the name Kandan.

Uma is the consort of Siva and his inseparable energy
(Sakti), through whom alone He (regarded as the absolute)
"acts. “Joined to Sakti, Siva becomes Sakta (i.e., able to
a,gt)y,wj%ﬁithout her he cannot even move,” sings Sankara-
charya.in a famous hymn.

* stsf—an ubnsGsry aman@s 1Gar

ADEs sHSamE_55 GUITHeT.
(p&Q@is@eruT)
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90 THE WORSHIP OF MURUKA OR SKANDA

The worship of Skanda has suffered no decline in Ceylon:
from the introduction of Buddhism 24 centuries ago. The
“Kataragam god” (Kataragama Deyyo) has a shrine in every
Buddhist place of worship, and plays a prominent part in
its ceremonials and processions. In the great annual
perabera of Kandy, he had always a leading place ; Buddha’s

Tooth, now the chief feature of the procession, formed.na. _

part of it till the middle of the 18th century, when it was

introduced by order of King Kirtti Sri Rajasinha to humour -
the Buddhist monks he had imported from Siam. The town .

of Kalutara on the southern bank of the Kaluganga appears:
to have been specially associated with the god and still
retains the name Velapura, “ the city of Lancer ”’, the lance
being his favourite weapon. The opposite bank of the town
is called Desestra Kalutara, ¢.e., Deva Satru or the enemies
of the gods. These names are perhaps relics of an unsuccess-

ful movement to limit his jurisdiction to the southern half of

the Island, the defeated opponents being pilloried by his
votaries as demons. His shrines, however, are now as com-
mon north as south of the river: both among Buddhists and
Hindus he is the god par excellence.

King Dutugemunu in the first century B.C., according

to ancient tradition, rebuilt and richly endowed the temple
at Kataragama as a thank-offering for the favour of the god,
which enabled him to march from this district against the-
Tamil King, Elala, and, after killing him in battle, recover
the ancestral throne of Anuradhapura. Dutugemunu’s great-
great-grandfather Mahanaga, younger brother of Devanam-
piya Tissa, had taken refuge in the Southern Province and

founded a dynasty there, and Anuradhapura was for 78 years

(with a short break) ruled by Tamil Kings, of whom Elala
(205-161 B.C.) ‘was the greatest. Dutugemunu conceived

the idea of liberating the country from Elala. While his *
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thoughts were intent on this design day and night, he was -
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warned in a dream not to embark on the enterprise against.
his father’s positive injunctions, unless he first gecured the.

* aid of the Kataragam god. He therefore made pilgrimage

thither and underwent severe penances on the banks of the
river, imploring divine intervention. While thus engaged in
prayer and meditation, an ascetic suddenly appeared before-
hir, inspiring such awe that the prince fainted. On recover-
ing consciousness, he saw before him the great god of war
who presented him with weapons and assured him of victory.
The prince made a vow that he would rebuild and endow
the temple on his return, and started on his expedition,
which ended in the defeat and death of Elala and the
recovery of the throne.

The incidents associating the Kataragama god with
Dutugemunu’s* victory naturally find no place in the
Buddhist Chronicle, the Mahavansa, which glorifies him as a
zealous champion of Buddhism. The tradition is confirmed
by a Sinhalese poem oalled Kanda Upata “Birth of Kanda™
for a MS. copy of which I am indebted to Mudaliyar
A. Mendis Gunasekara. Stanzas 41 and 46 show that King
Dutugemunu invoked the aid of the god, and received his
help and built and endowed the temple at Kataragama in
fulfilment of his vow. The royal endowment was continued

_* Like most Ceylon Kings he was more of a Hindu than
a Buddhist. An acient MS. account of Ridi Vihara, which
he built and endowed, states that on the occasion of its
consecration he was accompanied thither by 500 Bhikkus
(Buddhist monks) and 1,500 Brahmins versed in the Vedas
(See Paper read at the R.A.S.B. in June, 1923 on “ Palm
Leaf MSS. in Ridi Vihara ). Throughout Ceylon History,
the Court religion was Hinduism, and its ritual and worship

T " largely alloyed and affected the popular Buddhism and

“.made it very unlike the religion of the Buddha.
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-and enlarged, by his successors and by the offerings of gener-
-ations of the people and prince of Ceylon.

This old and once wealthy foundation has for years been
in a woeful plight, from loss of the State patronage and
:supervision which it enjoyed under native rule and owing to
‘the corruption and dishonesty of the Sinhalese trustees and
‘priests in whom, under the Buddhist Temporalities Ordinaiice,
its administration is vested. Its extensive estates have
‘mostly passed into other hands, the property that remains is
neglected, the temple buildings are in disrepair, and the’
-daily services are precarious. The Hindu pilgrims, however,
-continue to flock in thousands, pouring their offerings with-
.out stint and wistfully looking forward to the day which
“will see the end of the scandalous administration.

It is possible now to travel from Colombo comfortably by
train to Matara and by motor to Hambantota and Tissama-
‘harama. The last stage of about 11 miles beyond Tissama-
‘harama is over a difficult forest-track and an unbridged
river, the Menik ganga, which in flood time has to be swum
-across there being no boats. In the thirties of last century,
when good roads were scarce even in Colombo, my grand-
mother walked barefoot the whole way to Kataragama and
back in fulfilment of a vow for the recovery from illness of
her child, the future Sir Mutu Coomara Swamy. The
‘hardships then endured are such as are yearly borne with
-cheerfulness by thousands travelling on foot along the jungle
tracks of the Northern, Eastern and Uva provinces and from
India. Nearly all are convinced of the god’s ever-present
grace and protection and have spiritual experiences to tell or
other notable boons, recoveries from illness, help under trials
and dangers, «warding off of calamities. I once asked an
-elderly woman who had journeyed alone through the forest
for days and nights if she had no fear of wild elephants and
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- bears. She said she saw many, but none molested her.

* <« How could they ¢ The Lord was at my side.” The verses.
cited on p. 83 express the passionate feeling of many a.
* pilgrim.

An old Brahmin hermit whom I knew well, Sri Kesopur
Swami, was for about three quarters of a century a revered
figure at Kataragama. He had come there as a boy from a
monastery in Allahabad in North India in the twenties of”
Jast century. He attached himself to the Hindu foundation
(next-the principal shrine) of the Teyva yanai amman temple
and monastery. This institution belongs to a section of the-
Dasanami order of monks founded by the great Sankaracharya
of Sringeri Matam (Mysore). The lad after a time betook
himself to the forest, where he lived alone for years, until he-
was sought out and restored to human society by a young
monk, Surajpuri Swami by name, whom also I knew. The
latter was a beautiful character, pious and learned, and with
a splendid physique. He had been a cavalry officer of the
Maharaja of Cashmere and, being resolved on a life of celibacy
and poverty, found himself thwarted by his relatives who-
pressed him to marry and assume the duties of family life.
Failing in their efforts, they brought the Maharaja’s influence-
to bear upon him, whereupon he fled from home and travelled
as a mendicant until he reached the great southern shrine of
Rameswaram, well known to tourists and a great resort of
pilgrims. There (he told me) he received a divine call to-
proceed to Sri Pada, the ‘ Holy Foot’ (Adam’s Peak of
English maps), which the Hindus revere as sacred to Siva
and the Buddhists to the Buddha. Here he was ordered
to proceed to Kataragama, where he would find a hermit in
the forest whom he was to wait upon and feed with rice. This
he did and brought the hermit to the temple. He soon gave
up rice or other solid food and confined himselfto a little milk,
hence he was known as Pal Kudi Bawa. A very saintly and.
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picturesque figure he was, revered for his childlike simplicity
and purity, spiritual insight and devotion, and much sought
.after for his blessings. He died in Colombo in July 1898 at
a ripe old age.* His remains were taken to Kataragama and
.a, shrine was built over them by his votaries. His pupil
Surajpuri survived him only a few months and died in
November, 1898.

The old hermit told me of a saintly woman named Bala-
.sundari who lived there. She was the eldest child of a North
Indian Raja, a boon from the Kataragam God in answer to -
.a vow that, if blessed with children, the first born would be
.dedicated to his service. The vow was forgotten and a stern
reminder led to her being brought by the father while still a
child and left at Kataragama with a suitable retinue. She
.devoted herself to a spiritual life. The fame of her beauty
reached the King of Kandy, who sent her offers of marriage,
which she rejected. He would not be baulked and sent
troops to fetch her to the palace. But, said the hermit, the
‘God intervened and saved her. He brought the British
troops to Kandy, and the king was taken prisonerf and

* He had for over a year been residing in Colombo in
.order to complete an eloborate trust deed in respect of ;
-the temples and lands in his charge. This deed he executed
on 9th March 1898 (No. 2317, J. Caderman, N.P.). Its .
preamble gives the history of his long connection with the
temple and the nature of the succession from of old.

+ My grandfather A. Coomara Swami, Raja Vasal
Mudaliyar, of the Governor’s Gate and member of the
Legislative Council on its first establishment (representing
there till his¢death the Tamils and Muhammadans of this
Island), under the orders of the Governor and Commander-
in-Chief General Brownrigg, escorted the King and his
‘Queens to Colombo (then a very arduous journey) and had
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deported to Vellore in South India. This was in 1814. The
lady, thus saved from the king’s rough gallantry, lived to a
good old age, loved and revered, and died at Kataragama.
after installing Mangalapuri’ Swami, who died in 1873 and
‘was succeeded by my venerable friend Kesopuri.*

In 1818 a rebellion broke out in the Kandyan provinces,
excited by the chiefs smarting under the loss of rights and
_ privileges guaranteed by the Kandyan Convention of 1815.
_ The rebellion was suppressed with severity, especially in the
Uva province, which (as Mr. White, C.C.S., states in his
Manual of Uva, 1893) has scarcely recovered from the effects.
It was towards the end of these military operations that
‘General Brownrigg, the Governor and Commander-in-Chief,
visited Kataragama. Dr. John Davy, F.R.S. (who was on
the medical staff of the army from 1816 to 1820 and on the
Governor’s staff during this tour) has in his < Account of
Ceylon’ (published 1821) described the tour in Uva and the
visit to Kataragama. The Sinhalese Kapuralas were believed

charge of the arrangements for their stay here and their
embarkation for India. In the year 1890 at Tanjore, in the
Madras Presidency, I had the honour of being presented to
‘the last surviving queen of Kandy. In spite of very straitened
circumstances, she maintained the traditions and ceremonial
of a Court. Speaking from behind a curtain, she was
pleased to welcome me and to express her appreciation of
services rendered to her family since their downfall. A lineal
: -descendant of the Kings of Ceylon held, till a few years ago,
" a clerkship in the Registrar-General’s department, a living
testimony to the revolutions of the wheel of fortune.

* See also his petition to the Government Agent, Uva,
23rd August, 1897, where most of the facts are recorded.
T am indebted to the Government Agent, Uva, for access to
the document.
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to be active participators in the rebellion. The custody of
the principal temple was taken from them-and delivered to
the Hindu Monks, and a military guard was left to protect
them. When the guard was removed some time later, the
Kapuralas resumed forcible possession of the temple. The
Hindu monks, whose abbot impressed Davy greatly, con-
tinued to be in charge of the Teyvayanai amman temple and
monastery. Speaking of the journey to Kataragama, Davy
says (p. 403) : « All the way we did not see a single inhabited.
house or any marks of very recent cultivation, nor did we
meet a single native; dwellings here and there in ruins, paddy
neglected, and a human skull that lay by the roadside under
a tree to which the fatal rope was attached, gave us the
history of what we saw in language that could not be
mistaken.” Of Kataragama itself he says: “Kataragama.
has been a place of considerable celebrity on account of its
Dewale which attracts pilgrims not only from every part of
Ceylon, but even from remote parts of the continent of
India, and is approached through a desert country by a
track that seems to have been kept bare by the footsteps of
its votaries.” The God, he says, is not loved but feared,
and merit was made of the hazard and difficulty through a
wilderness deserted by men and: infested by wild beasts and
fever. From the forlorn and ruinous condition of the place,
Davy anticipated that in a few years the traveller would
have difficulty in discovering even the site. The anticipa-
tion has not been realized, though over a centnry has now

passed ; the pilgrims are in fact more numerous and zealous.

than ever. : o

Robert Knox, who in the seventeenth century spent 20 8
years of captivity in Ceylon, in his ‘ Historical Relation of *~
the Island of Ceylon’ published in 1861 in London, in
speaking of the Eastern Coast, says: “It is as I have heard
environed with hills on the landside and by sea not.
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convenient for ships to ride; and very sickly, which they do
- impute to the power of a great god which dwelleth in a town
near by they call Cotteragon, standing in the road, to whom
all that go to fetch salt, both small and great, must give an
offering. The name and power of this god striketh such
terror into the Chingalayas that those who are otherwise
enemies to the King and have served both Portuguez and
" Dutch against him, yet would never assist either to make
invasion this way.” In the great Perahera at Kandy, in
Knox’s time, there was no Buddha’s Tooth, but * Allout neur
dio, * God, and maker of Heaven and Earth, and Cotteragom
Deyyo and Pottingt dio, these three gods that ride here in
company are accounted of all the others the greatest and
chiefest.” Davy himself says (p. 228) : “ Of all the gods,
the Kataragam God is the most feared . . . , and such is the
dread of this being that I was never able to induce a native
artist to draw a figure of it.” This unwillingness was rather
due to the fact that at Kataragam there is no figure of the
god. He is not worshipped there in any image or form.
A veil or curtain, never raised, separates the worshippers
from the Holy of Holies, where, according to the best
imformation, there is only a casket containing a Yantra or
mystic diagram engraved on a golden tablet in which the
divine power and grace are believed to reside. It is this
casket which in the great festivals of J uly and November is
carried in procession on the back of an elephant.

The history of this tablet, according to a native tradition
reported to me by Kesopuri Swami, is that a devotee from

* Alutnuwara Deiyyo, represented in the Pprocession,
according to Knox, by a painted stick. ¥

T The Kataragam God and the Goddess Pattini. -

1 Compare the mystic chest employed in the celebration
of the mysteries. of Dionysus.
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N.India, Kalyanagiri by name, grieved by thegod’s prolonged
stay in Ceylon, came to Kataragama to entreat him to return «
0 the North. Failing to obtain audience of the god, he per-
formed for 12 years severe penances and austerities, in the
course of which g little Vedda boy and girl attached them-
selves to him and served him unremittingly. On one occasion
when, exhausted by his austerities and depressed by his
disappointment, he fell asleep, the boy woke him. The
disturbed sleeper cried out in anger, How dare you disturb
my rest when you know that this is the first time I have slept
for years ¥’ The boy muttered an excuse and ran pursued
by him until an islet in the river was reached, when the boy
transformed himself into the God Skanda. The awe-struck
hermit then realised that his quondam attendants had been
the God and his congﬁt Valli. Prostrating himself before
them and praying forgiveness, he begged the God to return to
India. The Goddess in her turn made her appeal (LoER6HLICY
W&me) and begged that the god might not be parted from
her. This the sage could not refuse. He abandoned the
jdea of the God’s or his own return and settled down ab
Kataragama where he engraved the mystic diagram (yantra)
and enshrined it there for worship in buildings constructed
or restored with the help of the ruling king of Ceylon. When
in due course the sage quitted his eatthly body, he is believed
to have changed into a pearl image (muthu lingam) and is
still worshipped in an adjoining shrine under that name
(Muthulingaswami). :

His pupil and successor was Jayasingiri Swami ‘who
received Governor Brownrigg at Kataragama and is admir-
ingly described by Dr, Davy, He mentions as a special
object of reverence the seat of ¢ Kalana natha the first
priest of the temple,” Kalana natha being Davy’s variation
of Kalyana Natha alias Kalyana giri. The seat is still very

LA L T
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much as Davy described it : ¢ The Kalana Madam is greatly

. respected and certainly is the chief curiosity at Kataragama;

it is a large seat made of clay, raised on a platform with
high sides and back, like an easy chair without legs; it is
covered with leopards’ skins and contained several instru-
ments used in the performance of the temple rites: and a
large fire was burning by the side of it. The room; in the

-'middle of which it is erected, is the abode of the resident

brahmin. The Xalana Madima, the brahmin said,
belonged to Kalana Natha, the first priest of the
temple, who on account of great piety passed immediately
to Heaven without experiencing death and left the sgeat
as a sacred inheritance to his successors in the priestly
office, who have used it instead of a dying bed and it
is his fervent hope that like them he may have the
happiness of occupying it at once and of breathing his last
in it. He said this with an air of solemnity and enthusiasm
that seemed to mark sincerity and, combined with hig peculiar
appearance, was not a little impressive, He was a tall spare
figure of & man whom a painter would choose out of a thou-
sand for such a vocation. His beard was long and white :
but his large dark eyes, which animated a thin regular visage,
were still full of fire, and he stood erect and firm without
any of the feebleness of old age.”

The Ceylon: King who helped the saint Kalyanagiri in
the construction of the temples is, according to tradition,
Balasinha Raja, which I take it, is equal to Bala Raja Sinha,.
Theé earliest Kings of the name Rajasinha were Raja Sinhg I.
(1581-1592) and Raja Sinha II. (1634-1684), the patron of
Robert Knox. There were four others of the name (with
prefixes) from 1739 to 1815, when the dynasty,came to an
end, Considering the longevity of my friend Kesopuri Swami
who spent 70 years of his life at Kataragama and was
pl:bjba,bly 90 at his death, that Kalyanagiri was reputed to

»
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be a much greater yogi, as also his successor J ayasingeri, and

that the practice of yoga is known to be favourable to health:,
and long life, Kalyanagiri may be assigned to the time when.

Rajasinha I was administering the kingdom for his father

Senerat, %.e., before 1634.

The Government Agent of Uva, Mr. Baumgartner, in his.
report to Government on the pilgrimage of July, 1897,
mentions that Taldena R.M., who made an inventory of the
temple property for the provincial Committee, found nothing'
in the casket, the G.A,’s authority being the R.M.’s son,
Taldena Kachcheri Mudaliyar, who had so heard from his
father. It may be that the R.M. expected to find an image-
and did not notice the thin golden plate on which such dia-
grams are engraved, or the priests may have hidden it as too:
holy for a layman’s view. Davy speaks of the ‘idol being
still in the jungle’ (p. 421) at the time of his visit in 1819,
having been hidden away during those troublous times.

II

The earliest account of the worship of Muruka is to be-
found in an ancient Tamil lyric, the delight of scholars and
often on the lips of others, even if not fully understood. To
appreciate its significance, religious, bistorical and literary,
some idea of the early literature of the Tamils is necessary.

Ancient Tamil history has for its chief landmarks three
succcessive literary Academies established by the Pandyan
Kings of Soﬁth India, who were great patrons of literature
and arb. In this institution were gathered together (as in
the Academie Francaise found by Oardinal Richelieu in 1635
and copied in other European countries) the leading literati
of the time, The roll of members included royal authors of
note and not a few women who were poets and philosophers.
New works were submitted to the Academy for judgment
and criticism, and before publication received the hall mark 4

¥ |
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of its approval. The Academy was the jealous guardié% of

the standard literary perfection and showed little mercy to

" minters of base literary coinage.

The first two Academies go back to an almost mythical
period and their duration is counted by millenniums. The
Tamils having a good conceit of themselves and a passionate
love (equalled in modern times, I think, only by the French)
of their mother tongue have assigned to it a divine origin and
made their Supreme God Siva the president of the first
Academy and his son Muruka or Skanda a member of the
Academy and the tutelary god of the Tamil race. Both
deities are represented as appearing on earth from time to
time to solve literary problem that defied the Academy.
The seats of the first and second Academies (old Madura and
Kapadapuram) were the two first capitals of the Pandyan
dynasty, and are said to have been submerged by the sea.

The Pandyan kingdom was already ancient at the begin-
ning of the Christian era. In the 4th century B.C. Megas-
thenes, ambassador of Seleucus at the court of King
Chandragupta at Pataliputra, speaks of the country as ruled
by a great queen called Pandaia. Then and for some
centuries afterwards the Pandyan country covered the
greater part of the Madras Presidency, and included the
native states of Mysore, Cochin and Travancore, and was
bounded on the North by the sacred hill of Venkadam
(Thiruppathi, 100 miles N. W. of Madras) and on all other
sides by the sea. The southernmost point, Kumari (Cape
Comorin of the English maps), is called after the ¢ Virgin’
Goddess Kumari, another name of Uma or Sivakami,
consort of Siva, .

¢ Mother of millions of world-clusters,
Yet Virgin by the Vedas called.” *

Her temple crowns the headland as it did in the time of the
Greek geographer Ptolemy (140 A. D.) and earlier. He calls
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it Kopapla azpov. In the °Periplus of the Erythrean
Sea ’ (cir. 80 A.D.), a manual of Roman or rather Egyptian
trade with India and a record of the author’s observations
and experiences as merchant and supercargo, it is stated,
« After this there is in the place called Komar, where
there is a Bptaptov (probably Qpovptov a fort or tepov
a temple) and a harbour where also people come to bathe
and purify themselves. . . . it is related that a goddess was .
once accustomed to bathe there.””  The worship at the
temple and the bathing in the sacred waters of the sea still
continue.

At the time of the first and second Academies, the land
extended far south of Kumari, which was then the name not
of a headland but of a river. South of it up vo the sea were
49 districts whose names are given and which were intersected
by a river called Pahruli. All these are said to have been
gwallowed by the sea. There are poems extant written before
the submersion as e.g., Purananuru 9, where the poet wishes
his patron the Pandyan King Kudumi long life and years
" more numerous than the sands of the Pahruli river. Traces
have been discovered of a submerged forest on this coast.
Was this part of the submerged Lemurian Continent referred
to at p. 86 or a later submersion ? One or other of the
submersions which destroyed the first and second Academies
may have been identical with that recorded on the opposite
coast of Ceylon in the Mahavansa Ch. XXXI, as having
occurred in the reign of Kelani Tissa (cir. 200 B.C.) and which
according to the Rajavaliya, destroyed 100,000 large towns,
970 fishers’ villages and 400 villages inhabited by pearl
fishers.” - This may be deemed an exaggeration, but the
Meridian of Lanka of the Indian Astronomer, which was
reputed to pass through Ravana’s ancient capital in Ceylon, ¥
actually passes the Maldive Isles, quite 400 miles from the
-present western limit of Ceylon. An earlier submersion in

-
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the reign of Panduwasa (cir. 500 B.C.), is also rec'ordiﬂ in

: _ the Rajavaliya.

Only the names of the poets of the first Academy and
fragments of their works have come down to us, and one
whole work of the second Academy composed in the earliar
period, with extracts from a few works and the names of
many others, The surviving work, Tholkappiyam, is a
standard work on Grammar (a term covering a much wider
range than in Western languages) and supplanted the Agas-
thiyam, the grammar of the first Academy. The Tholkappi-
yam still holds a position of pre-eminent authority, and is of
peculiar interest to the antiquarian and historian by reason
of the light it throws on the customs and institutions of the
ancient Tamil land. Many works of a high order of merit
are extant of the third Academy, including the well-known
Kural of Tiruvalluvar (which has been translated into many
Western languages) and the poem 7iru-musuk-arrup-padai
a translation of which is given in this book.

The author Nakkirar lived about the flrst century, and
was a member of the third Academy, which had its seat in the
third Pandyan capital Madura, Ptolemy’s ‘royal Modoura
of Pandion,” and still an important religious, literary and
commercial centre, It was about this time that the first

_recorded embassy from the East reached imperial Rome.

It came from a king of this line and is referred to by a con-
temporary writer Strabo (cir. 19 A.D.). In opening his account
of India, he laments the scantiness of his materials and the
lack of intercommunication between India and Rome; so few
Greeks, and those but ignorant traders incapable of any just
observation, had reached the Ganges, and from India but

.. one embassy to Augustus, namely from one King Pandion

or Porus had visited Europe (Geog. Indica XV, C.I. 73 et seq).
The name Porus was apparently a reminiscence from the
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expe?utwn of Alexanderthe Great. The embassy to Augustus
Suetonious attributes to the fame of his moderation and
virtue, which allured Indians and Scythians to seek his *
alliance and that of the Roman people (Augustus, C. 21).
Horace alludes to it in more than one ode. Addressing
Augustus, he says,
Te Cantaber non ante domabilis
Medusque et indus, te profugus Scythes
Miratur, O tutela presens
Italize domineque Romae (Od. iv. 14).

“ The Spanish tribes, unused to yield,
Mede, Indian, Scyth that knows no home
Acknowledge, Sword at once and Shield,
Of Italy and queenly Rome.”

A similar reference is made in the Ode to Jupiter
(0d. 1:12).

The Tiru-muruk-arrup-padai is a poem of the third Aca-
demy, and commences the anthology known as the Ten Lyrics
(uggil ur_(®) and is in praise of god Muruka. It be-
longs to a class of poems known in classic Tamil as Arrup-
podai (2 HoiuenL ), literally ©a guiding or conducting’,
from aru, way, and paduthu, to cause. Various kinds of this
class of poem sre mentioned in the Tholkappiyam. A poet,
‘musician, minstrel or dancer, on his way home with gifts from
a patron, would direct others to him and malke it the occasion
for singing his praise. Or, as in this poem, one who has
received from his patron.god many precious spiritual boons
‘tells others of his good fortune and how they too may win it.

« If, striving for the wisdom that cometh of steadfastness
in righteous deeds, thou with pure heart fixed upon His feet
desirest to rest there in peace, then by that sweet yearning—
‘the fruit of ancient deed—which spurneth all things else, =
thou wilt here now gain thy goal.” (v.v.62-68).
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This is the central idea of the poem. Heis rega,raecf)'as in

his essence formless and beyond speech and thought, but

assuming forms to suit the needs of his votaries and accepting
their worship in whatever form, if only heartfelt. This is
indeed the normal Hindu attitude in religious matters and
accounts for its infinite tolerance. All religions are ways,

short or long, to God. “ The nameless, formless one we will

call and worship by a thousand names in chant and dance,”
the Psalmist Manikka.vachakar cries. God, under whatever
name or form sought, comes forward to meet the seeker and
help his progress onwards through forms suitable to his deve-
lopment. “They who worship other gods with faith and
devotion, they also worship me,”it is declared in theBhagavad
Gita (IX, 21). The merit claimed for the Hindu religious
system is that it provides spiritual food and help for the soul
in every stage of its development; hence it is significantly
called the Lader Way (Sopana marga).

The God Muruka has many shrines and modes of
‘worship. Some of them are described in this poem, which
thus serves, as its name indicates, as a “ Guide to the Holy
Muruka.” The shrines are all in Tamil land. The first
shrine mentioned is Tirupparankunram, a hill about 5 miles
south-west of Madura.

“He dwelleth gladly on the Hill west of the Clustered
Towers—gates rid of battle, for the foe hath been crushed
and the ball and doll defiantly tied to the high flag-staff are
still,—faultless marts, Lakshmi’s seats, streets of palaces.

‘“ He dwelleth on the Hill where swarms of beauteous
winged bees sleep on the rough stalks of lotuses in the broad
stretches of muddy fields; they blow at dawn round the
honey dripping neithal blooms and with the rising sun sing
in the sweet flowers of the pool as they open their eyes.”
{v.v. 67-77)..
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¥he ‘other shrines specifically named are “Alaivai (wave
mouth v, 125), now known as Tiruchendur, a shrine on the:
southern coast about 36 miles from Tinnevelly ; Avinankudi
(v.176), now known as Palani malai (Palni Hills) about the:
same distance from Dindigul and a well-known hill station;
Tiru-Erakam (v. 189), now called Swami malai, a hill about:
4 miles from Kumbakonam. Each of the shrines with its
appropriate incidents and associations is the subject of a little:
picture—making a sort of cameo or gem strung together in ’
this poem forming a perfect whole (v.v. 1-77, 78-125, 126-176,.
177-189). Three of the shrines are situated amid mountains
and forests, for they are dear to Muruka. One section (V.v
190-217) describes his ¢ Sport on the mountains’ and another
(v.218 ad fin.) describes him as dwelling in ‘Fruit-groves’ and.
worshipped by forest tribes. The shrine of Kataragama is.
understood to be included in the last. The poet enumerates
many other places and ways in which the god manifests.
himself :—festivals accompanied with goat sacrifices and
frenzied dancers, groves and woods, rivers and lakes, islets,
road-junctions, village-meetings, the kadamba tree (eugenia
racemosa), etc., and lastly wherever votaries seek him in
prayer (v.v. 218-225), recalling Jesus’ saying (Math, XVIII,
20) * Where two or three are assembled in my name, there
am I in the midst of them.”

Muruka would thus appear to be a deity in whom were
amalgamated many legends and traditions, many aspects of
religion and modes of worship, primitive and advanced, and
to embody the Hindu ideal of God immanent in all things
and manifesting himself wherever sought with love.

Muruka means tender age and beauty and is often re-
presented as the type of perennial youth, sometimes as quitea
child. There is'in,Vaithiswaran temple near Tanjore an exqui-
site figure of the child-god. He is also worshipped in the form
of a six-faced god, the legendary origin of which form I have
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already given (pp. 88). Verses 90-118 describe the part-
played by each face and each of his twelve arms and show-
that this form was a personification of various divine aspects-
and powers.

“ One face spreadeth afar rays of light, perfectly lighting"
the world’s dense darkness; one face graciously seeketh his
beloved and granteth their prayers; one face watcheth over-
the sacrificial rites of the peaceful ones who fail not in the:
way of the Scriptures; one face searcheth and pleasantly-
expoundeth hidden meanings, illumining every quarter like-
the moon; one face, with wrath mind filling, equality
eeasing, wipeth away his foes and celebrateth the battle:
sacrifice ; one face dwelleth smiling with slender waisted.
Vedda maid, pure-hearted Valli.”’ He is thus worshipped as.
the god of wisdom by those who seek spiritual enlightenment,
as the god of sacrifice and ritual by ritualists, as the god of
learning by scholars, as the giver of all-beens, worldly and.
spiritual, to his devotees. In punishing the Titans, his
divine heart (according to the commentator) seemed for the
moment to deviate from the feeling of equality towards all
 his creatures. But the punishment was really an expression
of his fatherly love for his children. In the same way the-
wedding of Valli by the god was to set to mankind a pattern.
of family life and duty.

>



A GUIDE TO MURUKA
(TRANSLATION)
CANTO I

TrHIRUPPARAM KUNRAM

1-6. Far-shining dazzling Light, as of the many praised -
Bun in the sea beheld, who riseth for the world’s joy and
.goeth circling ; mighty feet crushing folly, upholding them
that cling to Him ; strong arms that like thunder-bolt wipe
out foes ;—hath He, the Spouse of the bright-browed Lady
of perfect love.

7-11. On His breast roll cool garlands of wheel-shaped
Kadamba flowers of the broad-based tree that riseth aloft,
darkening the cool balmy forest, where clouds big with
-draughts from the dark sea, scattering dense drops in the
luminous sky, have just shed their first showers.

12-44. On the sky-towering mountains where lofty
-cedars rise, gather awe-inspiring celestial maidens, far lands
‘traversing ; faultless bodies, little rosy lustrous feet with
-tinkling anklets circled, shapely legs, swaying waist, graceful
.arms, bright raiment of natural red, hips with strings of
many gems adorned, beauty not made by art, bright orna-
ments of purest gold, pure petals of green-stalked Kuvalas
-imbedded among the little red-stalked Vefchs on the plaited
hair, the Theyva and the Valampuwri in their places, the
Makarapakuvai on the fragrant forehead decked with 7'%ilaka,
-the cool Champaka flower tucked in the well made back-knot
on clusters of Marutha Howers of outer black petals and inner
white and wreaths of buds, beauteous red above the water
.and green below, leaf-shoots of the bright 4soka hanging from
the shapely ear to the jewelled breast, the beauteous paste of
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hardy, fragrant sandal like the sweet Marutha flower smeared.
on young breasts shaped like Konkwu buds, and over the paste
* the delicate pollen of the spreading Vengai strewn ;—they
pick the tender wood-apple leaves and on each other throw
to their charms’ increase, and chant in praise, ¢ Long live
the flag of the dauntless, ever victorious Chanticleer.” So
in the groves they sing and dance and wake echoes on the
mountains where, among the dense trees that the Sun knows.
not, stands the Kenthal whose flaming flowers untouched by
bees wreathe His crown.

45-61. The ever youthful Lord, wielder of the lance of
flawless victory and measureless fame, the long resplendent
leaf-shaped lance which, piercing and tossing the cold reefy
sea, drew with dread pace unto the mighty two-named Form
for its destruction, and slew the hero-leader, and for the
undoing of the Titansg’ strength cut asunder the mango tree
of drooping flower-clusters, while hideous she-devils, with.
parched hair, uneven teeth, big mouth, whirling eyeballs,
green eyes, fierce looks, ears from which eye-protruding owls
and furious snakes droop, pressing on the shoulder, rough
belly, angry gait,—bearing in their big braceletted hands
black, stinking heads of corpses, with bloody sharp-nailed
fingers clawing the eyes and eating,—they sing paeans on the
dauntless murderous battlefield, and with mouths full of
carrion fat and shoulders shaking, dance the Tunankai
dance.

62-68. If, striving for the wisdom that cometh of stead-
fastness in righteous deeds, thou with pure heart fixed upon
His feet desirest the way to rest there in peace, then by that
sweet yearning—the fruit of former deed—which spurneth
all things else, thou will here now gain thy gcal.

68-77. He dwelleth gladly on the Hill west-of the
clustered towers,—gates rid of battle, for the foe hath been
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crushed and the ball'and doll defiantly tied to the high flag-
staff are still, faultless marts, Lakshmi’s seats, streets of
~palaces,—He dwelleth on the Hill where swarms of beauteous

winged bees sleep on the stalks of lotuses in the broad

-stretches of muddy fields, and blow at dawn round the honey-
-dripping neithal blooms, and with the rising Sun sing in the
.sweet flowers of the pool as they open their eyes.

NOTES

“LiNges 1-6.

Beheld. As the sun’s light removes the outer darkness

-for the physical eye, so the light of Lord Muruka removes
“the inner darkness of the mind that dwells on Him. Like the

glorious ruddy sun rising on the blue green sea is Muruka

«riding his favourite charger, the pea-cock.

Him. He is the Lord of wisdom and ever present

-teacher and helper of His votaries.

Foes. He is the Lord also of war and destroyed the

“Titans (asuras), who peopled the Antarctic Continent of

Lanka and oppressed the world. Their rise and fall are
.recorded in the Skanda Purana.

Lady. His inherent energy is exoterically represented
as his twin—consorts—Tevayanai Amman (here referred to
.and in line 175), the energy of action, and Valli Amman
(veferred to in line 101), the energy of desire. Though him-
self free from all desire he deigned, says the commentator,
t0 set the world a pattern of home life; for the discharge

of its duties leads to God no less surely than a {life of

renunciation.

Lixes 7-11.

Kadamba. Eugenia racemosa—a flower sacred to the
“God.

S
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Luminous sky. Literally, the sky yvhose darkness is
fhewn by light (of sun, moon and stars).
Lines 12-44.

Theyva, Makarapakuvai are various head ornaments.

Thilaka. A beauty spot placed between the eye-brows,
symbol of the psychic opening in yogi.
Marutha. Terminalia aluta.

Chanticleer. Flag of Lord Muruka on which stood a
cock. .

Kanddl. Gloriosa superba.
Lings 45-61.

Lance. * The favourite weapon of Lord Muruka regarded
as his energy of wisdom (gnana sakti). When hurled against
the Titan, who bore the double name of Sura Padma, it
sought him out in his concealment in the ocean and killed

. him and destroyed also his enchanted mango tree, which

had the virtue of drawing away to him half the strength of
his foes.

She-devils. These creatures are supposed to revel in the
Teeking blood and carrion of the battle fields.

Tunankai. This dance is described as a jerky walk with
Hlabby arms bent and tossed.

LiNEs 68-77.

Ball and doll. These were tied to the flag staff in
challenge and derision of their foes and to tell them of their

- fate that awaited them as captives, of being condemned to
7. swomen’s games.

Lakshmt. The goddess of prosperity and consort of
Vishnu. - ¢
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L CANTO II
THIAU-CHEER-ALAIVAI

78-88. Or borne aloft on elephant swiftly striding, irresi-
stible as death, fleet as the risen wind, on whose brow, scarred
deep with sharp goad, unfading wreaths and medals voss, and
bells of alternate peal ring on either side,—beauteous gems.
of changing sheen flash like lightning on His crown, five
shapes in one and wrought consummately ; bright pendant
ear-rings of varied work shine like stars clinging around the
moon, shedder of light on far lands.

89-102. In the minds of sages who with unfaltering:
devotion follow their own life, visions arise of His glorious
faces : one face spreadeth afar rays of light, perfectly lighting:
the world’s dense darkness; one face with gracious love
seeking, granteth the prayers of His beloved devotees ; one-
face watcheth over the sacrificial rites of the peaceful ones
who fail not in the way of the Scriptures ; one face searcheth.

and pleasantly expoundeth hidden meanings illamining every-

quarter like the moon; one face with wrath, mind filling,
equality ceasing, wipeth away his foes and celebrateth the
battle sacrifice: one face dwelleth smiling with slender
waisted Vedda maid, pure-hearted Valli.

103-126. Twice three faces thus each its part fulfill.
On His shoulders erect,—where rosy lines stretch from broad,
beautiful medalled breast and where rest lumincus weapons,.
glorious in His strength, having pierced the breasts of foes,—
one arm is raised to guard the sires that move in the heaven-
ly sphere : one arm wields the elephant-goad, one arm rests
on well-clad thigh ; two arms whirl the lance and beauteous
broad shield, one arm on the breast shines ; one with garlands.
is decked, one arm with armlet decked is waved aloft; one
arm tolls with double peal sweet bell ; one arm sheds

plenteous rain from the dark blue clouds; one arm crowns.
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celestial maids with wedding wreaths; thus twelve grms
, their due parts performing, diverse celestial drums sounding,

strong horns blowing loud, drum and white congh like thunder

resounding, peacock of varied plumes from His wictorious

banner calling, He speedeth across the heavens to all-praised,

beauteous Alai-Vai.

CANTO I
THIRU-AVINANKUDI

126-176. Sages clad in barks ,of trees, hair beauteous
white as the Valampuri conch, bodies stainless and bright,
ribs rising conspicuons on lean chest, wrapped in deer-skin,
breaking fast at intervals of many days, minds rid of guile
and hate, wise beyond the wisdom of the learned, the limit
and goal of the learned, free from anger and desire, knowing
no pain, gracious of countenance, lead the way ; while soft.
voiced Gandharvas with spotless and mist-like robes, their
bodies decked with garlands of fresh open buds, hearts
refined by the practice of the good yal of strings duly attuned
with the aid of stops, play faultlessly on the sweet strings, with
their wives of peerless beauty, bodies not subject to disease,
rosy as the hue of the mango’s tender shoots, beauty spots on
their skin as of shining gold, and hips adorned with lustrous
strands of gems ; the Lord of the tall banner crowned with a.
falcon of striped curved wings that smite to death the fierce
dread dragon of fiery hiss and bright hollow teeth in poison-
sac, the Lord whose duty is to guard the world bounded
by the good cities of the four great gods ; the mighty Lord of
the white ox-banner reared on the battle field and of mighty
shoulders adored by multitudes and of the unclosing triple
eye, destroyer of the three citadels, at whose side is seated
resplendent Lady Uma; He of the thousand eyes, ever
victorious as the fruit of hundred sacrifices completed, who

8
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ridefh in beauty on the neck of the white towering elephant
of twice two tusks rearing aloft, majestic gait, mighty droop-
ing trunk,—seeking to establish in his ancient duty the
Fourfaced, deathless through aeons, who was born of
the lotus that sprang on earth, and lay deluded, and to
make the many praised Three lords again of their duties;
accompained by thrice thirty wise ones, classed as four, who
appear different when differentiated but in themselves have
no difference, and among the high hosts of twice nine classes,
by those whose brightness is as of the stars, whose pace is as
of the wind risen on the sea, whose might is as of wind-swept
fire, whose voice is as the thunder ;—wended their way
through the heavens. In beauty He dwelleth with the Lady
of faultless purity and devotion in Avinankudi at times, seen
and sought by sky wanderers for boons to help them to fulfill
their great duties.

NOTES

Valampuri. A shell which turns to the right and is
much valued.

Goal. Having exhausted all knowledge they (sages) are

the goal of the learned students.

Knowing mo pains. That is, pain of mind, though
bodies are subjected to painful austerities.

Gracious of countenance. Looks without dislike (repul-
sion.)

 Soft-voiced. Refers to Gandarvas, the celestial choristers
of Indra’s heaven.

" Mist like robes. Light and floating as vapour,

.
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CANTO IV T
THIRU-ERAKAM

177-188. Scions of ancient many-branching house, in
the six fitting duties unfailing, lineage on either side high
esteemed, forty-eight good years of youth in duteous discip-
line spent, devoted ever to the reading of the Sacred

- Scriptures, rich in the wealth of the three sacrificial fires,
wearing the triple thread delicate of nine strands, the twice
born, knowing the due time of worship, clothes wet from the
bath on their bodies drying, hands overhead in worship raised,
uttering till sore tongued, the lore of holy Vedas in the six
letters shrined,offering fragrant flowers, sing and glorify Him.
Thus praised, He dwelleth pleased in Erakam too.

NOTES

Six duties of brahmins. Teaching, causing to be taught,
performing sacrifices, causing them to be performed, giving
alms, receiving alms.

Discipline. The celibate student (brahmachari), at the
conclusion of this rigorous discipline and study, entered the
condition of the householder (grahasta) and discharged its
duties with-the faithful wife and having raised sons and
daughters retired with his wife into a retreat for more un-
fettered religious practices and contemplation (Vanaprasta),
preparatory to a life of complete renunciation (sanyasa)
in which he sought and realised union with God.

The Sacrificial fires were kindled in three forms, square,
triangular and bow-shaped and called respectively Ahavani-
ya, Dakshinagni or Anivaharyapacana, Grahapatya.

The twice-born. The three higher castes, Brahmins
(priess), Kshattriyas (warriors) and Vaysyas (merchants
and farmers) who on their fifth year were, after the ceremony
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of Upanayana invested with the sacred thread and regarded
.as then regenerated.

The siz-letters. The sacred word of six-letters sacred to
Lord Skanda and containing the essence of the Vedas.

CANTO V
SporTING ON THE Hiin

190-217. While cruel forest-men, slaughterers with the
string bow, their breasts bright with the hue of the
daubed, fragrant sandal paste, revel with their little hill-clan
in the honey strained from combs ripened on the tall bam-
boos, and dance to the little Thondake drum the Kuravai
dance with their modest dames whose gait is as the pea-hen’s,
.and round whose tresses are wound wreaths of bee-clustering
- buds from the deep pools with pistils of fragrance changed
for being with finger opened, and whose waists are decked
with masses of cool beauteous lsaf, white clusters of red-
stemmed Kadamba amid consummate kullai and leafy scented
flowers strung together for bees to feed ;—the Lancer, wearing
wreaths of wild jasmine and white Kuthalam mixed with
scented berries of the green creeper and nutmeg, fair of hue,
red-robed, cool tender leaves of the red-trunked Asoka
‘hanging from His ears, skirts tucked, warrior-anklets on His
foet, Vefchi wreaths on crown, blowing the horn, playing
gentle notes, ram following, riding peacock, raising glorious
‘banner of the chanticleer, growing at will (from childhood to
youth), shoulders with armlets adorned, soft cool scented
robes tied round the waist trailing along the ground, roving
with bands of singers voiced as the music of the lute strings,
clasping in His hands big as the muzhavai drum, the hands
of soft shouldered fawn-like maids,—He loves to sport upon
the hills.
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NOTES

Kurava: is a religious dance in a ring, the dancers
‘holding each others’ hands ; it is supposed to secure success
in love and war.

The Lancer. Muruka whose favourite weapon is the
lance, the usual symbol of worship.

CANTO VI
PAZHAMUTHIR SOLAI *

218-226. Besides, He is present at village-festivals
well-celebrated with offerings of millet and flowers laid, rams
sacrificed, and the flag of the chanticleer installed ; and in
whatever places devotees seek Him, and at oracles where
the lancer dances his frenzied dance ; and in woods, groves,
beautiful islets, rivers, lakes, diverse shrines, junctions where
three or four roads meet, newly blossomed kadamba trees,
village meetings, forums, and hallowed cotes.

227-248. In the wide, beautiful city where the moun-
+tain lass invokes Muruka to the consternation of infidels, with
the chanticleer-flag well-decorated, besmearing mustard and
ghee on her forehead, muttering mystic incantation, strewing
flowers with an impassioned gesture, dressed in two clothes
tied one over the other contrariwise, wearing a red band
round the wrist, sprinkling fried rice, making offerings of
pure white rice mixed with the blood of a strong-legged, fat
ram, laying in many vessels offerings of several other grains,
spraying sandal paste mixed with a little saffron, hanging
fragrant festoons of equal length of cool, broad red oleanders,
praying for the weal of the many villages on the slopes of
the hills, burning incense, singing the melody of Kurinji,

* The fruit-grove
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whilst tusical instruments mingle their sweet notes with the:

roar of the water falls, strewing many kinds of lustrous

flowers, spreading millet mixed with fiery blood, getting the
Thondaka drum beaten ; the while votaries worship that
their hearts’ desires may be fulfilled,—singing songs which
resound all round the sanctuary, blowing several horns
simultaneously, ringing a terrific-sounding bell, and praising
the puissant Elephant and the Peacock ;—here also doth
He dwell.

249-252. Whether in these places or anywhere else,
wherever thou couldst see Him, worship Him with a bright
expression on thy countenance, raising thy hands over thy
head, prostrating thyself fully before Him, and praising
Him thus :—

253-280. Dearest, whom the cool blue waters of the

~ pool on the mighty Himalaya’s peak received from the

beautious hands of Fire, the peerless one of the Five elements,
and who in six forms nourished by she six Naiads became:
one Offspring of the God seated under the banyan tres, Scion
of the daughter of the cedar-crowned mountain, Death of
thine enemies, Child of the triumphant korravai of battle
fields, Babe of the well-decked ancient Goddess of the forests,
Commander of the celestial forces who beareth the curved
bow, Wearer of garlands on Thy breast, Seer versed in
scriptures, Incomparable One in fight,  Youth of victorious
prowess, Treasure of gracious sages, Goal of the words of the
Wise, Spouse of two consorts, Lion amongst the valiant,
Possesser of infinite wealth, holding the lance in Thy power-
ful hand Lord of the sky-contending mountains, who
destroyed the krounja Hill with Thy unfailing might, Chiefest
of the poets'of wise words admired by many, Muruka of
transcending glory hard to attain, Great-famed One who
fulfilleth the wishes of Thy devotees. Helper of the

-
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persecuted, Divine child wearing golden ornaments that
dangle on Thy breast victorious in the battle fields, tall,
radiant, charming Deity who succoureth those that come
begging to Thee, God of high renown worshipped by the
great, Mighty Valour that destroyed the Titan root and
branch, Redoubtable fighter of battles, Great Lord !

- 281-286. When thou hast praised Him thus, as I have
taﬁght thee, and otherwise, and expressed thy wish saying,

. ““ Matchless Seer, I have come seeking Thy feet, as no soul
«can know Thee fully in all Thy attributes,” many dwarfish
myrmidons of diverse shapes will appear on the festive scene
with an air of majesty and usher thee in, saying, “ A man
deserving Thy Mercy indeed, a poet of ripe wisdom drawn
by Thy fame for munificence, hath come, O Lord, praising
Thee in words sweet and choice.”

o~

287-295. Then He of mighty divine-immanent form

| - reaching up to the sky, will come, withholding His fiery,

sublime loftiness, and manifesting His Divine-redolent

Youth of old, and will speak words of love to thee saying,

“I know of thy coming: Fear not,” and will grant thee

worthy boons, hard to obtain, that thou mightest shine in
this world girt by the dark seas, as one without a second.

296-317. Swaying like divers flags flying, bearing logs
of Akil, rolling whole trees of sandal, uprooting bamboos,
rending their wavy branches full of blossoms, breaking the
sun-shaped honey-combs redolent of cool flowers on the
sky contending peaks, carrying the sweet, ripe pulp of many
jack frauits, shaking the fragrant blossoms of Punnai trees
on the, top of the hills, blowing a cold spray which makes
black apes and brown apes and elephants with freckled
foreheads shiver, eddying big pearly tusks of huge elephants

. with lustrous gold and gems, drifting alongside the banks
+ dust of gold, washing away trunks of plantain trees, dashing
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against coconut trees, bringing down tender nuts, and
sweeping aside blossomed creepers of black pepper ;—the,
while strong wild-hens with soft gaited peacocks of speckled.
plumage flee in confusion, and boars with bent-backed bears
of grisly hair black like rough scales of palmyrah barks, seek
caverns in rocks, and dark-horned bucks bellow ;—thus falk
many sounding cataracts from the heights of the fruit-grove.
_mountain ‘of which He is the Lord.

-
3
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