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“The Kalyana Madam is greatly respected and
certainly is the chief curiosity at Kataragama;
1t is a large seat made of clay raised on a platform
with high sides and back like an easy-chair with-
out legs; it is covered with leopard’s skins and
contains several instruments used in the per-
formance of temple rites; a large fire was burning
by the side of it. The room in the middle of which
it is erected, is the abode of the resident Brahmin.
Kulyana Madam, the Brahmin said, belonged to
Kalyana Natha, the first priest of the temple, who
on account of his great piety passed immediatel
to heaven without experiencing death and left the
seat as a sacred inheritance to his successors in
the priestly office, who may use it instead of g
dying bed; and it is his fervent hope that like
him he may have the happiness of occupying it at
once and of breathing his last in it. He said this
with an air of solemnity and enthusiasm that
seemed to mark sincerity, and combined with his
peculiar appearance was not a little impressive.
He was a tall spare figure of a man whom g painter
would choose out of a thousand for his vocation.
His beard was long and white; but his large dark

eyes which animated a thin regular visage were
4
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still full of fire and he stood erect and firm with-
out any of the feebleness of old age.”
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APPENDIX I-(a)

Extract from the Hindu Organ dated 23-1-1933.
A VALUABLE LITERARY FIND

«KATHIRAMALAI PALLU”

By. V. COOMARASWAMY B. A. PROCTOR

Some introductory stanzas are found in the
mauuscript which indicate that this particular
manuscript is from Vanni as I said earlier.

“apary QuirGeyar WIEHT LG @ & & TG G T ULl —

ppeirofwmen pis puiios”s

B ats usarlors Gull e

aps s 1T & 2eoT GOG{FT{@@;OTL—LZ) L1 ot ezt

sor fl serler aewrsSa ab s

s1igmor Gapgnid s1ge5 wbmw”’,

Qe gris arsel woewn Frurssmss

F50Qam@w vl grg@Car@w.”

The reference to Moothanainar Temple  of
Mulliavalai and Senthurkkathaliamman Temple
both in the Vanni Districts may at first blush seem
to indicate a Vanni origin to the poem. Buat the
style and metre of the above verses are so different
from those of the poem that 1 have hesitation in
arriving at the safe conclusion that those were
subsequent interpolations, incorporated in the course
of an adaptation of the poem to the stage.

On Interpolation
The next stanza running,
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Suwrs Ghw srQrfiser sr@L

also seems to he an interpolation, but deserves
careful consideration. This stanza, perhaps, was
interpolated in order to introduce the patron of
the Pallu Nadagam, who was probably a Vannia
Prince by the name of Thiaga Svoriya Vannianar.
If this conjecture of mine is correct, the date of the
Pallu Nadagam, may be tentatively put down to the
beginning of the Portuguese rule in Ceylon, when
the Vanni Principalities which formed a chain of
buffer states between the Yalpanam Kingdom of
the North and the Sinhalese Kingdom of the South,
alternating in their allegiance to the North or
South according to the paramountcy and efficiency
of control of the one or the other became indepen-
dent of foreign control, which was confined to the
maritime provinces, a position which the Vanni
Districts maintained almost to the beginning of the
British rule. As Tamils, the Vannia Princes
naturally fostered Tamil and patronised Tamil
poets.

The Patron

The Pallu poem itself must be at least a few
decades earlier than the Nadagam. We are on
firm grounds, I believe, in looking for the patron of
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the poem in the following stanza, which to all
intents and purposes, appears to be a genuine part
of the text of the poem:—

WL G GVEGE St GUIlb S QTETaTE & (5T T 6T e
wrAeors s Lomr Cacagr wraflalsnms awelQew
ewCerp &AWl wp@rap seTL @I GG swaw s s war
2 VED LI WWTT FI1E S LS 6e)aG)ETQUGT
BwedGlepadr uggmgst Cuirph Qs garern Frwsar
| Bioswl e Sarapn yp Qeins serain QureQa
Qumpat yallp vdiser aeriss Cualearf wearereQa
Qu@enwwrer G sreriGw wass s@lan Gure % 5F6 5.

Historical Potentialities

The person here described is said to be of a
high family (ewigagsaear) and of good manners
(ee8swer), His father’'s name is given as Amara
Naga (gwrisrser) possibly, miswritten for Amara
Nathan (wwrsrger), Similarly, the son’s name is
given in the manuscript as sereww srwser, probably
misspelt for srwsrwser (gerwsrwser), The full
name of the patron, of whom I have nothing more
to say at present, would be Amara Nathan Dharma-
nayaga. These stanzas are given publicity before-
hand to elicit criticism and information on these
matters before the poem could be published. Those
of my readers who have closely followed my review
of the Paralai poem in this journal would remember
how the history of the Naiks of Madura and
Tanjore and their connections with the last Kandyan
Kings came in to aid in solving the mystery of the
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person mentioned as afewrgsrwser in Paralai Pallu.
Who knows what historical potentialities lie con-
cealed in the womb of the words (i) Bresr se)
wer gar(a)w srwser possibly Amara Naga Dhamma
Naga of the Naga tribe found in the Kathiramalai
Pallu ?

Merits of the Poem

Turning now to the merits of the Poem, I must
confess that Kathiramalai Pallu is lacking in the
classical finish and literary polish of Paralai Pallu
or even of the Kanagarayan Pallu. But, whoever
may be the author or patron and whatever the time
of its composition or its defects of style and lack of
literary merits, there is no gainsaying the fact that
Kathiramalai Pallu has been more popular than
any of its classical successors. By its popularity, it
has survived intact (I quote the last and valedictory
stanza below:—) defying the ravages of time and
is in the lips of the Harijan even in the present day,

s UGW&UDTSEITJ@@LD

@um@@@)@mg Feel. FerdaTiw afevs &L

Curefwera ser@dsl 4sHycs Qeroall

4 & 87 & Lo gor Gor O BQCuary seawruré Ll

Curphysp CasradHamai LB st anGer s

55 Qaremwwrer wpmsar &65Qa or ;% s

wsGsrws arfary) Querw arpsHarQar »

Its Two-fold Aspect

A Pallu poem has a twofold aspect as a literary
composition. One lies in its being a classical product
as one of the ninety-six varieties of Tamil poetry
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known as Prabhandams conforming to a standard
both in metre and matter prescribed in prosody on
that behalf. The other is the dramatic aspect of
the Pallu. Now it is wonderful to observe that
Kathiramalai Pallu had both these aspects develop-
ed in Ceylon. In its classical side, it has been the
parental stock of two or three other Pallu poems,
e.g. the Gnana Pallu of the Catholics and the
Paralai and Kanagarayan Pallus of the Hindus
for the edification of the learned few, and on its
dramatic side it had developed, as shown earlier
in this contribution, into a Nadagam and later
on into a Vilasam with alterations and additions
suited to the stage of either in their days, for the
delectation of the unlearned masses, especially
of the Harijans.

Universal Popularity

The author himself strikes the true keynote
of this wuniversal popularity in the goaw,ssw
stanza of Kathiramalai Pallu. Awai-adakkamis the
apologetic part of a literary work wherein an
author apologises for blemishes and defects in his
work and exhorts the public to accept his work in
good part and not in a cavilling spirit.

The Avai-adakkam stanza of Kathiramalai
Pallu runs thus:

Gésaiureain Cszuppomu magsrCe

Hésars Qearevern al@owyari—oyssamsSurs

GCaarasarGuni Foprrww ur@spE -

aqarsmgow WEET aflewss .
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“No one despises even a dog’s skin, when the
crown of a monarch has been placed on it. Simi-
larly, my verses though defective, would be
acceptable to the great, because they sing of the
glory of Kathirgama God.”

Tn other words, the sacred name of the Divine
Hero of his poem is enough to cover a multitude of
blemishes in the poem. This accounts for the
popularity and survival of Kathiramalai Pallu.

The Intrinsic Value of the Poem

The “Younger and Kindlier God” Muruga with
6 faces and 12 hands, each face with its correspond-
ing hands being assigned distinctly correlated
functions in the Cosmic Evolution, is perhaps the
grandest conception of Divine Manifestation in the
Saivite Pantheon. e is found closely associated
with the Tamil land and Tamil poetry from the
very beginning, and a whole range of literature
in praise of Him can be traced from the Sangam
Age downwards. He is a favourite Deity of caste-
Hindus and Harijans alike, of the learned as well
as of the untutored, and in the far-famed temple of
Kathirgama, caste—Hindus, Harijans, Buddhists
and even Muslims, all commingle in a worship of
Devotion and Love, not of Agamic rites. This
universality of worship at Kathirgama is what has
given an intrinsic value and permanency to this
Tamil poem having the universally popular Deity
of Kathiramalai as its hero.
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An Appeal

I have so far narrated the story of my labours
to bring to light a lost treasure, and my success in
securing one palm leaf manuscript of Kathira-
malai Pallu. But the poem could not be properly
published with this one manuscript alone any more
than one swallow could be depended upon to usher
in a summer. I shall therefore conclude with an
appeal to such of the readers of this journal, as are
interested in the publication of the semi-religious
agricultural poem, to try and procure for me other
manuscripts of this work, which I feel sure, may he
traced in some parts of the Mullaithivu, Batticaloa
and Trincomalle Districts.

APPENDIX I (b)
Extract from the Hindu Organ dated 13-2-33.

UENE KATHIRAIMALAI PALLU"”
(BY REV. S. GNANAPRAKASAR 0.M.I)

Through the kindness of the Editor of the
Hindu Organ, I have had the privilege of seeing the
two articles on the Kathiraimalai Pallu by my
learned friend, Mr. V. Coomaraswamy B.A. appear-
ing in two recent issues of the same journal. The
scholarly notes of the writer on this ancient pastoral
poem are thought-provoking and I am anxiously
looking forward to the day when the work will be
given to the public in a critical edition, which [ am
glad to learn, Mr. Coomaraswmy is about to prepare.
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It may not be exactly detracting from the
credit due to Mr. Coomaraswmy in having made
“a wvaluable literary find” to mention that the
Kathiraimalai Pallu has already appeared in print
under the name of “Kathiraiyappar Pallu”, iif per-
haps in a less perfect form than Mr.Coomaraswamy
will be able to give us. Here is the title page of
the edition, I speak of :

(O

senru 5 g%

& Gevrwliui LTEE GETH @PEGL 2 pdSLurl@.
Qo s8isrwgsCa eaupismell Q@é@n #ulowenfly
sard QCuag. wokwsiBa Crg, aarhds Dpridss
s. wesore Sarlerwrey ulQ@er §ém wrpliuneernd @&dr
wi Greronlley uGI0ss 00 g, Srua@y sris Hens ™

The booklet consists of 43 pages, demi quarto,
and has the apologetic verse and the concluding
lines quoted by Mr. Coomaraswamy with some
variants. This printed edition seems to give a
better reading of the first line of the apologetic
stanza as follows :

eésaHwursl) Oearvadlow ema g s ey

Hdésaisar wr@n o (HLURUITT .. .v. vuvee .

On the other hand, several sections which
represent the conventional themes of the wulattip
paddu seem to be missing and others full of lacunae
in the printed edition. Those who have seen the
great care with which Mr. Coomaraswamy has
edited the “Kanagarayan Pallu” will have no doubt
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that he will produce an excellent edition of the
Pallu under notice, provided he succeeds in securing
a number of copies of it for collation.

I think, it was I who made mention of the
existence of Kathiraimalai Pallu for the first time
In one of the meetings of the Oriental Studies’
Society, of which Mr. Coomaraswamy was for some
time Vice-President. I then stated that this must
have been the exemplar from which the Gnana
Pallu of 1642 or thereabouts was imitated. In
doing so, I was under the impression that popular
strophes, which have outlived the Gnana Pallu
among Catholics to the present day, were part of
the Kathiraimalai Pallu. Such are for instance :

LIaTer & &) wer oo Qs Qurili rer

werer b L g gy LuiQe it Qurl_rar

e U EserE sriisss QererQar@eyiy

cor@revairsd Garem® orsgse GerarQarQeyg.

But the printed edition of the Kathiraimalai
Pallu does not contain verses of a similar import.
Does Mr. Coomaraswamy’s MS. contain them ?
If these and similar popular strophes are not part
of the Kathiraimalai Pallu, we have to look for
another Pallu which antedated the Catholic pastoral
poem. And the age of Kathiraimalai Pallu has to
be determined from other data.

With all defe.ence to Mr. Coomaraswamy’s
ripe scholarship, T have my doubts as regards the
place from where this Pallu was composed. The



77

fact that the Mahaveli Ganga is introduced in the
flood scenes does not seem to clinch in favour of
Katragam. For, the Paralai and Kanagarayan
Pallus too introduce the same river—Jaffna has no
river to speak of —without for that being composed
outside Jaffna. River scene is part of Ulattip paddu
and the most natural thing for a poet in Jaffna
would be to speak of the river best known in the
North owing to its mouths being in the Tamil
country. Likewise, the employment of the charac-
ters Pakiratha Kankaip Palli and Mavali Kankatp
Palli in the poem does not necessarily postulate an
Indian author. In the Gnana Pallu we have the
Palla from Jerusalem and the Palli from Rome,
although the author of the poem is certainly a
Jaffna man. I say these things because it appears
to me that, after all, Kathiramalai might refer to
our own ancient royal site in Chunnakam railway
station and the market is still called Kathiraimalai.
The northern portion of this slight elevation is still
known as Koddaikkadu and it is on the Southern
end of it that Dr. P. E. Pieris unearthed the
remains of an ancient Vihara, some years ago. 1
am inclined to hold that the Kathiraimalai, referred
to in the Yalppana Vaipava Malai as the seat of
ancient royalty, is to be identified with this site. If
so, was there a Subrahmanya temple at Kathirai-
malai before the Portuguese times? If there was
one, and if our Pallu was composed before the
Portuguese conquest of Jaftna, could it not have
been in praise of a Deity worshipped in Jaffna
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itself? Of course. I am only throwing out a
suggestion here and nothing more. If this view be
ever proved, the expression Then-Kathirai found
in the Pallu will have to be interpreted as we do
Then-Ilankai when it refers to the Tamil-speaking
portion of Ceylon.

APPENDIX II
DECREE
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF BADULLA

In the matter of the appointment of a
Trustee to the Theivanai Amman Kovil
and other Temples, Shrines, Matams and
other properties in the Trust Deed No. 2317
and belonging to the said Temples.

1. Saravanamuttu Saba Ratnam of Colombo

presently of Radulla,
2. Ambalavanar Thilliambalam of Badulla,

Petitioners.

No. 5719. And

1. R.T. M. Sivasamy,

2. P.L. R, M. K. M. Kadiresan Chettiyar,

3. R.M.S. N.S. M. Chinniak Seruvai,

4. A. Perambalam,

5. 8. M. Canniah, and,

674 s

Gpanapandlthen of Badulla,
- i Opponents.
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This action coming on for final disposal before.
R. M. Gybben Monypenny Esquire, Additional
District Judge of Badulla on the 27th day of June
1934 in the presence of Mr. Adv. K. Balasingham,
instructed by Mr. K. P. Nadarajah, Proctor on the
part of the Petitioners, and of Messrs. Advocates
N. K. Chokay and A. Thalaivasingham instructed by
Messrs. Potger and Keyt, Proctors on the part
of the Opponents, and the parties having filed a
paper of settlement, it is ordered and decreed that
Swami Ganesh Giri be and he is hereby appointed
Trustee of the temples, shrines and the properties
referred to in Deed No. 2317 dated 9th March 1898
and attested by John Caderaman, Notary Public,
and of all other lands, properties, effects and things :
whatsoever belonging or otherwise appertaining
to any of the said temples or properties.

2. And it is further ordered that a Board of
Management consisting of six others be associated
with the said Ganesh Giri.

3. And it is further ordered that all the
expenses of the temples, shrines and madams or
dharmashalas and other property belonging or
appertaining thereto and in connection with the
performance of the ceremonies, poojas and other
customary reiigious rites or observances or of the
holding of the customary religious processions, as
hitherto made, done. observed or performed by the
previous Trustees, shall be.a first charge on the
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income, profits of and upon the said temples, shrines
madams and dharmashalas and upon the lands
properties, effects and things whatsoever belonging
or appertaining thereto.

4. And it is further ordered that the said
Board shall have no voice or power in respect of the
performance of poojas, ceremonies or other custom-
ary religious rites or observances or in respect of
the processions or of the holding of the festivals as
done or performed hitherto by the previous trustees
whether during any festivals or at any other times
or occasions whatsoever.

9. And it is further ordered that a percentage
of the total mnett rents, collections or other income
whatsoever from the temples, shrines, madams,
dharmashalas, lands, properties, premises, effects or
things whatsoever shall be expended at the discretion
of the Trustees for the time being free of the control
of the said Board. For the first five years from 1st
July 1984, the percentage so under the unfettered
control of the Trustee shall be fifty per centum,
Thereafter, the percentage shall be refixed by the
Board for the next five years, and so on from time
to time, according to the amount of the total nett
income and other circumstances existing at the time
of revision, provided that the Board shall at no
time fix the above percentage at less thin 257
without the sanction of the District Court of
Badulla upon the application of the Board of the -
majority of the members thereof.
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6. And itis further ordered that in the event
of any vacancy occurring amongst the Members
of the Board of Management (other than any
vacancy of the office of the trustee for the time
being) such vacancy shall be filled by the District
Court of Badulla.

=

T. And it is further ordered that all the
remaining income of the temples, shrines, madams,.
dharmasalas, lands, properties and premises, effects
and things whatsoever shall be invested by the
Board in the name of the Trustee.

8. And it is further ordered that the first six
Members of the Board shall be:—

(@) R.T. M. Sivasamy of Badulla.

(6) V.Somasundaram of Badulla.

(¢) A. Thillaiambalam of Badulla.

(d) A.Sabaratnam of Colombo.

(¢) K. V. Markandan of Batticaloa, and
(f) A.Sellamuttu, M. B. E. of Colombo.

% And it is further ordered that Srimathie
Nandavathie shall hand over the properties,
temples, etc. to the New Trustee and Board of
Management.

10. And it is further ordered of consent that
the Board of Management shall make provision for
the maintenance of Srimathie Nandavathie out of



the temple funds and that she shall continue to
resuile at Meenadena temple

1 And it is ﬁnally ordered that the said
S.rl,,mathle Nandavathie shall get Rs. 25/- per men-
sem and shall not be entitled to take any temple
revenues or the produce of any of the lands.

e

The 27th day .. JAMES JOSEPH,
of June 1934. ~ District Judge.
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