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PREFACE

(Of the First Edition)

In almost all languages and, in almost all times, poetry
has had a prominent place. Although some critics may condemn
it as purely imaginative, and hence inappropriate to tke
scientific mind, yet this can hardly be the case with Tamil
poetry.

Tamil is admitted, even by aécomplished Orientalists, to be
ne of ‘“‘the most copious, refined and polished languages” in
he world. Hence its poetry holds a most conspicuous position.
Our works on History, Mathematics, Metaphysics, Medjcine,
Theology, Chemlstry and, in fact all that our ancestral sages
possessed or borrowed, in the shape of scientific, moral and
educational ideas, yea evea our D1ct10nar1es, are to be found
*written in poetry.

Although we Tamils can boast of our Poetic Science and
Poetic Litéerature, and affirm that few mnations on earth czan
boast of as many poets as the Tamils, yet it is strange and
humiliating that no attempt has ever been made, either in ancie #
or modern times, to make a collection of the biographies of
the numerous poets and poetesses that lived in Southern India
and  Ceylon. True, there is the “Tamil Plutarch” written by
the late S. Cassie Chetty, Esq. of Chilaw. But with its indisputab!
merits and excellence it has failed to supply the long felt
Iwant among the Tamils, as it was written ‘in English, and
contains the lives of only 196 poets & poetesses To supply
his want is the object of the present undertaking.

We commenced this work at the instance of a friend, who
urged us to translate Mr. Cassie Chetty‘s Plutarch into Tamil.
But instead of following our fr1end‘s advice, we set to work
ourselves and collected the narratives of 214 poets and pogtesses
in addition to the 196 found in Mr. C's hst thus making the
total number 410. We c~do not, and cannot, claim that we have
done full credit to the subject, in this our attempt. For, it‘s
undoubtedly a difficult task to collect authentic narrative among
our people, since few biographical records have been preserved
Even those which exist are more or less blended with fiction
and poetical exaggerations. =
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Still, we have done what we could. We have spared no
pains to make the collection complete. We have cut off the
fictions, exaggzsrations, and fanciful descriptions, blended in
many of them. We may have mi§§ed the names and narr-
atives of not a few. This may demand a suppliment, at some
future time. We shall, = therefore thankfully receive any
criticisms and corrections as well as additional facts and
narratives which our friends may be disposed to send us.

Having done all that we could to make the work correct,
good, and useful, we commend it to the public, trusting that
it will have a cordial reception from all our readers and
¢-itizs. May God bless our endeavours.

J.R. ARNOLD.

B e e

From

R. 0. D. ASBURY, Esq.

Head Master, Canadian Mission High School, Indore.

I have carefully read Mr. Arnolds “Galxay of Tamil
Poets”’. It supplies a real deficiency in our literature and may
hefp much in increasing a regard for the national authors.
Its popular form and interesting style make it very readable.

««1 have no doubt that both in India and Ceylon it will be
universally sought after and read with avidity.

By devoting his excellent talents to the work the author,
whose literary abilities are widely known, has conferred a boon
on the Tamil people: and he has besides, most acceptably
accomplished the self imposed task. Mr. ‘Arripld will be only
doing justice to the merits of his work by securing for it an
Indian copyright also and by getting it recognised by the
University of Madras.

No educated Tamil man or woman should be without a
copy of the Galaxy.

R. 0. D. ASBURY
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saLs@e ssPui  Qeus  HsSPuSBIT wsgrleared S
arCoi asgb ard@ondo udYE) Q@U Quaevyal wrlrerean
wayrp QelwoulL  ps@re QUIGLE&Esppy yorsu e
Gasraer sSvegrii@in Qgrosriue@reareb LdaTalGUL 0 U L i
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s1d @Qupé@adlar Qualdr, & & Cag apsder® wrp@ardaart Géaras
g& Qeraddgud Qohs STRFH0 IDUTETSTY SEHD QT ) aaas
Frss g BTG wGarsdsrGulc  erar@uron g s@OreTug ..
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5EEpT PO Fg Cuit. P@evereseui Smrdwdpw Hoée pom
AFFmsSH0  yrwGspherGurg wpepisksUyeaT Q6
Qargumh yms Auss Js5HGS s7sg 668 QerarenHGure
Q@ HsHGL yspordowurs,—

“sFrb Is aravL h G MFr@éE s andar
By fievns Qsefgyn —Qsredor
argrt wlus sersger@r aereEraiepl
LT eTwgFeT Lwer

aerp Quaruremal uryert. @i HEFEsSHST e S
wpriimp s @EQsiydr QuppPerQrarnspe  Bopuc
Queriups) gGsri sfisws QsfissSéd.

GHay

B®ssenllens e tQu@mwmlarwi 1830—ib ey Cov Liif
Coepsmarows sl srTlwpPu 2 eovgCur® Bmé
Go%ruyh s serCur® Hmever@pea nm e wiuyh uSundg
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Erpemsuri, Qsmy g s alwssawy @, Qadrefiel S,
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s gBusselgprut wewpisCuT g,

“Qevw Qeryenss Peass Grur

Quuwu Qarwtspded Cauals - gulsr
Barvogi Quereal Hg Q5 olésar &re)s
werwgarsrar orar pderdrar eurus’

aarp eruwsdawuy uryusre wpkgar. &UrSudsel
prud, wpwhHRers uTLdpH eaPuargy, FTEWL  seTLILS
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Quoetr gy yeywmreney QaFdigart Gumeyb. ssvalfugjevn
ST,



36

“@aflé & Hy TH UG FYSDS o Mureny & 055 Sieumer Ger@i

s @t @Uurl@ sTarug Sfeg: Seapspe efurayF
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Que@md Seuhiw b B eurQuepts &l Lu@sien pe
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