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SRILANKA PROBLEM -
An outlook

Turn the pages in any magazine. You are sure to
find some news or the other about the Srilanka. It has
become a daily routine in recent past. An event of daily
lite for us especially Tamilians and Indians generally.

A lot of questions have been raised by people in
regard to this issue. Some of them are: Why do the
Tamils need a separate state in Srilanka ? Why are the
people coming back to India ? What are the Tigers fighting
for in Srilanka ? ... etc. '

To understand this, we have to know the. historical
backround to this proplem. Actually speaking, the present
Srilanka, which is dominated by the majority Singalese
and which has been claimed as their land, was long ago
the land of the Tamils. Historians ‘prove that only ‘around -
500 b c. a king called Vijayan and his-companians came
down from North-India (Biharjand settled down in Srilanka.
He is said to be the founder of the Singala dynasty. But
prior to his coming a certain race of people (Dravidians)
called Nagas ( refering to present Nagercoil-Nagas ) lived
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in that territory. As the centuries rolled by, the majority
Tamils had been reduced into a meagre minority. The
domination of the Singalese became a national character.

During the British period, peopfe from South india
(Mainly Tamilsy were forced td move to Srilanka and
forcibly employed in the Tea and Rubber plantations.
Since this people worked as wage - earners and coolies
their status had been reduced which later on became a
trouble - some issue. Both during and after the British
rule in Srilanka the power-class people had planned
the systematic oppression of the poor people-the labourers
and plantation workers, The working class people started
realising their position and thus they initiated a struggle
against the oppression. They demanded just wages and
their rights as workers. Both Tamils and singalese worked
together side by side and hand in hand and they fought
together for their rights and wages. Since the ruling class
did not want to come down and settle the matter amicably.
They diverted the whole issue of the workers struggle as

. Tamil versus Singalese. Thus began the liberation struggle
ot the Tamilians.

The other main factor why the Tamils wanted to
have a separate territory for themselves was that the
Tamils were systematically pressed down to the lowest
of the social status. They were denied their rights.
Singalese becameé thé national language. Tamil students
were denied admission into technical and professional
~ course and even if they wantéd they have 10 score more
marks then -the Singalese to enter into the college.
Citizenship rights were denied to the millions of the Tamils
and were deproted back to india. They could not live and
move around freefy.

i6

The struggle. - that is going on -in. Srilanka, is ‘not
between the Tamils and the Singalese. ~ But between the
Tamils and the oppressive and inhuman government at
powet. The struggle thus became a l|fe and death problem
of the Tamils.

Now we understand that the demand to a sepatate
state of Tamils is justified, where they will hve a truly
human life enjoying their social and political rights, Since
the oppressive government is not willing to release the
people the fight goes on which results in the innocent
killing of the Tamils by the Army, the Iootmg, rape and,
destruction of the Tamils and their property.

" Efforts are being made by different people and class
to find an amicable solution for this ethnic problem.

: Mr. PAUL DOSS A.

_ Pondicherry

a*wo—ammmrwasiwammncwawa

THUDIPPU ,

It is our magazine. Lét us conribute by
sending in articles on varying issues. You can
write in English which shall be published -in
« THUDIPPU . The English Coulmn is open for
you. So write your views and send them to.
Regional Office - ycs/ysm, Trichy. '

o ) .
SEARCH

«SEARCH” ‘is our National Magazme which
c¢omes out in English. We are part of the National
Movement. of YCS/YSM. Hence, let us contnbute
our best by sending articles to Search, YCS / YSM
National Office, Catholic Centre, Madras-600 001.
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