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Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) has announced in November
2003 the closure of their missions in Vavuniya and Puthukkudiyiruppu
as per the 29" of February 2004. MSF has been working in Sri Lanka
for the past 10 years (since 1994), and has made the decision to
close their mission due to the improved situation in the country.

MSF is fully aware that the situation in the North is not completely
back to normal. MSF however still believes in the strong commitment
of both parties to find a peaceful solution to the conflict. After 19 years
of conflict and suffering, the people deserve to live their lives in peace,
happiness and prosperity.

Why is MSF leaving?

MSF is an emergency medical organisation. Our volunteers provide
medical and psycho-social care to people in distress due to war or
civil conflict. Between the many conflicts in the world, MSF needs to
make constant choices to determine where people are in the most of
needs. The MSF-doctors are needed in so many parts of the world.

MSF constantly looks for populations whose suffering has been
neglected or forgotten. People who suffer due to violence and conflict,
people with rare and neglected diseases and people whose suffering
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has been forgotten by the rest of the world. MSF is in constant search
for people who do not have access to any healthcare at all.

In the Wanni, the health situation has improved. In Puthukkudiyiruppu
there is dedicated health staff, and it has become possible for people
to go to other hospitals in the region like Jaffna or Vavuniya. In Vavuniya
(District) the professional counsellors of SHADE are present to assist
people who are still suffering the psycho-social consequences of war.

Who will take over from MSE?

In Vavuniya, the staff of MSF has gained so much professional

expertise that we feel very confident to leave the psycho-social program
in the hands of the newly created NGO called SHADE. As per the first
of March 2004, SHADE will continue the program of MSF with a dedicated
and enthusiastic team.
In Puthukkudiyiruppu we have the full confidence in the excellent and
extremely dedicated medical- staff in both the Government hospitals
and the private clinics. MSF commends them for their enormous
commitment to the people.

When will MSF return?

MSF is leaving Sri Lanka and the Wanni, but we will keep the people
in our hearts and minds. The international sections of MSF are
constantly assessing the humanitarian situation in all countries of the
world, and if there would be a need for MSF to return to Sri Lanka, we
will not hesitate to do so. In that respect we will never leave the people
in the Wanni and promise to be there in times of emergency and
desperate need.

We would hereby like to express our appreciation for the good
cooperation with the representatives of the Government of Sri Lanka,
the Political wing of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, the Ministry
of Health and the Tamil Eelam Health Services.

MSF also expresses their thanks to all former and current staff, as
well as all other people we have worked with. We could not have done
this without your commitment.

First and foremost MSF would like to thank the people of this beautiful
country for their hospitality, kindness and assistance for making our
work possible. We sincerely hope that MSF will never have to return,
and that you and your children are able to live in happiness, dignity
and peace.

Meédecins Sans Frontiéres - Holland
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