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#Environmental Bducation for Women

Mis. Kala Maheswaran

Research officer,
1.1. M. 1, Colombe.
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1. Intreduction:

Environmental educition is a theme of the contemporary

-world and implementing environmental education programmes are

contemplated at levels varying from the grass roots to policy
makers.  Envionmental education at the grass roots is what i$
in focus; primarily because of the masses. Environmental ed ucation
for the masses will have to be delivered in a nan-er that the
immediate becu: ¥ .of (hese programmes could be applied in the
day to day acti:._ - of the recepients. Therefore environmental
education pre ammnes will have to b: targst oriented and in
his iastance’ stace cargets or (h2 misses vactes, thsideal would
be to implement environmental education programmas in target
groups. Target oriented environment programm:s should be
formulated with contents to meet needs The focus of this brief
article is to explore the possible approaches of eavironmental
programmes: which could be dclivered for the bznefit of womnen.
Considering the . types of economic activities women are engagéé
in, the rumbers. of target groups that have to be addressed
would vaiy from numbers insignificant to numbers significant
thereby ¢ mbining the task of the programe planners with a
range of specific experts and also subject matier.

The environmental education programmes that are specife
for women also touch an aspect that is related to domestic
issues as opposed to general environmental education programmes
that would be targetted mainly to en'ance the economic aspects
in relation to sustain resources, The effects of an environmental
education programme would ‘then be to raiss awareness on
€nvironment oriented applications in economic activity based
interest groups. = Interest groups and target groups although
might be similar 1n their organisation vary in the nature of thz
programmes to be delivered. Target groups in the coaitext of thig
article are specified as groups of peope who are in need of
development whilst interest groups. are groups of people working
as individual bodics based on homogenous economic skills.
Therefore issues to be addressed in theie two distinct catergories
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through environmental edu-

»f . groups,
in approach,

gation ~ programmes differ
contents and also results.

The issues that ¢ ald be raised under
ghe ‘heme €7 ironmental educction for
" women vary 1 om simple domesic level
hygiene and s2 Jitation to the conscrvation
of econonic and social resources.  Since

ghese issuss have to be focussed in
aspects to ensure the participation of
women  in efforts to sus tain the

environment - bio - physical and socio -
cultural — the  programmes delivered
should tak- into account the abilities
of the respective groups to grasp
programmf contents, and  explore
jmplementation of such activies identified
jn the programmes  in the rcspective
gocation based communities.

2. Egvi‘,ronmemal Y¥ducation for wemen
_The needs: of women, considering the
roles. of women, are varied. The roles
of women in a given society are catergorised
as mother, home ‘manager, income earner/
producer and community organiser. Inths
context of these varied roles the needs
of women are varied.  Further variation$
in the needs of the catergories considered
are in the Commonwealth Expert group
Report - engendering for the 1990s.

Women are determinzd by social class
sncome class, ethnic differences and also
focations . In the form ulation of
programmes due cons'd ration has to be
paid to the immediate circumstances of
she women in their multitude of roles
at a given point in time. The dual
role of women as mother, home manager/
jncome earner or mother, home manager/
producer, invariably dirécts environmental
education programmess, targetted to
aomen in this catergofy, 1o encompass

-environmental issues such as hygiens;

sanitatiom, nutrition, and in instaness=
even religion at a houschold level fox-
the biological and spiritual advancement:
whilst environmesatal issues with economic-
siguificarce have to be  addressed fox
the benefit of the income eorner vt
producer aspect of the same group of
wemen, Group effort on the side of
wemen to rccsive environmental cducation:
programmes, indirectly caters to the-
enhancement of the role of wemen as-
cemmunily organisers, since recepients of ™
these programmes could also perform as:
catalysts in a community or carriers of
envirsnment based  information for-
community action.

These eavironmental educat iom

programmes  catering  to domestic
economic and social needs of wome,
therefora have to comprise of krow—

ledge pertaining to different disciplines:

and issucs. in keeping with ¢he
objectives of the programmes. The issues:
that could be addressed  through
programmes are;  encigy conservation,
which has domestic and  economic
significance; houszhold waste which
again has domestic and econmic
significance; - disposal of hazardous

matter, with domestic and community
level implicatioas - etc. :

The rational use of economic resources.
viz. Land, water and eco - systems, is
ome other area that meeds priority i
environmental programmes that are
delivered irrespective of the type of
group that would benefit from &
programme. Thes: needs could b=
further broken down to m et specific:
necds of target hazardous.
waste disposal - the disposal of hazardous
wastes could be introduc.d to an int 35%

grouds;: €3

i



group of womem farm workers or
agricultural producers in a duel -aspect
a) from household poist of view =and
also from a farm point of view, where
agro - chemicals are used. The release
of ehemical contaminated = drairage to
water sources could also be encompassed
under a programme delivered to women
n the in'erest group - garicultural
produeers. :

3.  The purpose of environmental
education programmcs:

The purpose of formulating
environmental education programmes for
women differs from that of the genersl
gprogrammes in that the role of the

weman has its specificities in a family

context and a cultural context.
Aithough equality of women is observed
in an economic sens¢, the participation
of women in the main stream k of
gconomic activities is yst to meet its
full potential and therefore the delivery
of environmental education programmes
whatever the issues addressed may be
s to be oonsidered as a preparatory

. the

stage for the progress of women in
specific and enhancement of performanes
in their = respectivé reles in general,
The delivery of enmvirormental education
programmes to be cconomically cost ~
cffective have to address issues thas
are current in terms of needs of women
who are in  multitudes of rules. The
role of income earner and producer
has to be supported primarily to stabilise
efforts of women in this role
siace this grants women an oppertunity
to be contributors and participants
in | decision makiag at a houschold
level. and also at a community leve].
These programmes could also be explored
as avenues to impart insights  inte

elements that would enable women  to
participate in economic activities with
greater confidence. To ensure participation
of women to meet their needs in theig
respective roles in a community aware-
ness on, legal issues, effective wse of
inputs and resources and the efficieacy
and quality of = output, has to be
delivered to particlpants of these
programmes. ®
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Recollection of a Refugee

It Wes a bright June morning

The attack was Withous warnmng

There we, bombing and Shelling here and there
The. Villagers Seuttled te their nowhere

In the air bombers and helicopters went around

' Troops were shooting and advancing on the ground.
My heart was beating heavily due to fear

" To help us at that time no one was near.

We had to Carry our paternal uoncle

Because he was bcd ridden and Single

My father, beother asd 1 all left home

Seated my uncle on a cycle carrier of soft foam.

For three miles We walked we ran =
Freguently we looked up the eky and did scan
We took refuge in the house of my former boss
Two days later my uacle was dead loss

My jheart wails when 1 think of my own soil
On which day and night we did toil
Broken doors and withering coconut palms come acrose
| my mind
1 recolleet the last sweetest hour that at home we
| together dined

Nahananthini Sangarappillai
] Palaly Teachers College
Thirunelveli
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HOW TO AVOID RAPE

Don't go out without clothes...
that encourages men.

Don’t go out with clothes...

8ny clothes enconrages some men.

Don’t go out alone at night...
that encourages men.

Don’t go out alone at any time...
any situation encourages some men.

Don’t go out with a female friend...

some men are encouraged by numbers.
Don’t go out with a male friend...

some male friends are capable of rape...

or you may meet a rapist who will assault
your fricid before staTting on you.

Don’t stay at home ..

intruders and relatives are potential rapists.
Don’t have neighbours...

these often rape women.

Avoid childhood...

some rapists are turned on by the very young.

Avoid old age...

“ some rapists inflict themselves on aged women. ,

Don’t have a father, grand father, uncle or brother...
lhese are the relatives who most often rape women.

Don’t marry...

rape is legal within marriage.
To be quite sure...

don’t exist.
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