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ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING FOR WORKERS EDUCATION
FROM THE TEACHER’S POINT OF VIEW

— Mr. M. Saravanapava Iyer. —
(¢ English Language Teaching Centre )

The English Language Teaching
Centre has designed a syllabus based
on four skills, such as listening, writing,
speaking and reading. The implementation
of these four skills depend enmtirely on
Language teachers, students and available
facilities like time, classroom, finance,
equipments etc. The language teacher has
to plan the entire programmes according
to the situation, To implement an appro-
priate programme there are certain steps
which have to be taken by the teacher,
Explaining the assumptions, rationale,
and procedures of the teacher
might be one way to help mature student
(as in Workers Education) to understand
and benefit better from the course.

1. ldentifying and Categ_dri’zing the
Students:

Class-room identification plays a vital
role in preparing the teaching programme
appropriately. As a first step, the teacher
has to collect. some general information
from the students. Those information
will enable the
effective, suitable method. A = brief
questionnare can be distributed among
the students. Information like . Dame
address, age occupation.  designation
natuse of work and . experience could
be included in that questiomnare. From
those data the teacher can classify them
into three or jour major categories. For

teacher to apply an®

example technicians (Lab, telephone, and
factory), office workers and others.

2, Grouping the Students:

Group work is an effective, recogn-
ized nmon-formal adult education methods
It is an ideal method for students to
workers education. Through such . group
activity the four. skills can be taught
effectively.

Advantages of this methods are:

Cooperative thinking
Interactions among the students
Exchanging knowledge and ideas
Arguing talent can be developed
Self-confidence and creative power
can be brought up. :

R e R B

To reach These goals a
grouping is very important.

systematic

3. Motivation:

For the workers education programme
students. come from various places with
different work experiences and different

~enviornments. The teacher has to act as

an agent to create an awarness among
the students towards English Language
learning. Then the prejudice related to
English learning should. be eradicated.

‘4. Application of four Skills Through

the Non-Formal Method:
a, Listening skill:~ In ~a formal

RS |
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class. room set up the teacher
will’ Sp“ak and the  students
listen to him. Describing the
traditional teacher;

Paulo Freire says “His task is to
fill the students with the contents of
his mnarration. The students are the

depositeries and the feachdr “is ‘the

depositor”. * This  method 'makes ' the
student passive and dependent.

For the University *. undergraduate
students ‘an’ audio equipment (Radio)
is' used” for listening skill. But for the
students “of workers education “an audio-
visual aid (T.V) can be used for the
above skill. Aud io-visual aid is powerfull

than a radio.” Varieties of programmes
can be recorded and 'played back in the
class-room, For example:

* Telephone conversation (telephone
exchange) ‘

* Doctor-patient conversation (hos-
pital)

= Conductor—paasenger conversation
(Bus)

* Engineers-technician . conversat:on
{factory)

* Salesmen-Customer conversatton
{super market)

* Laboratory demonstration (intro-
ducing passive voice)

*  Power-house
etc)

(plant operation,

The above programmes are created
gituations (video-taped). Besides  these
the teacher can take the students to the
real situation too! i

b. Speaking « skilli: Students can
be requested ‘fo reproduce those
situations in their own language
(example:role play-minimum two
characters). The language. teacher
has to guide them' to - develop
their communicative competence.

c. fleading skill and writing skill

Supply 2 news paper. Then the
students can be asked to cate-
gorize the titles: vnder three or

four major ‘headings. Examples:
Politics, Economics, - Business
Health, Law,  Technology and so
‘}n. \ . >

* Small play can be shown through
aodio-visual aid and asked to

. summarize it,

* Printed . short stories can -be
circulated ‘and requested to.brief
them.

* Group reports can be produced
and read.

* ‘Bach student can write their own
village history (history of name
etc. )(Past tense can be introduced’ )

An effective. implementation of these

programmes require plenty of time.The lan
guage teacher has to observe the students
very carefully before the action. If every-
thing is simultanzously applied, tasks
can be achieved. We hope that if students
understand betfer the what English teachers
are attempting to do in the classroom
they ‘will further suggest to wus skills
they would like to develop, the social
contexts in which ‘they would “like to
communicate, and other relevant techni-
ques that they would like us to use,

ke 'y T i
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