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and other books widely circulated in the West.)

“Can we reduce such spiritual
thoughts as these to the common
needs of the hour?”’you will ask.
“We cannot desert the world,
cannot leave our ILondons and
go forth to contemplation amid
solitude; our feet are chained for
life”, you will complain. “The
world is harsh and hard, and has
no use for such vain and hollow

doctrines as yours. We cannot

subsist upon a diet of clouds.
Yours is an excellent philosophy
for those who sit in ease at
leisure, perhaps, but how can it
help us who toil aud moil amid a
matter-of-fact society?r”

These questions contain such
- frequent misconceptions of what
constitutes true spirituality that
I shall begin to answer them by
posing another question in return.

“Have you ever been caught
up in one of those tropical
whirlwinds which move with
awe-inspiring force?”’

Strangely enough, you find
that, in the very centre of the
whirlwind, there is a place
perfectly calm and untouched.
So, too, the man who knows
himself attains mental equili-
brium and remains unmoved

amld the feverish activity of the
world. His inmost being is in
peaceful undisturbed repose,
whatever whirlwind of life swirls
around him, whatever work he is
doing and whatever thoughts
engage his intellect.

Spiritual truth is apt to be
considered the prerogative of
speculative men, lost in pious or
philosophical dreams. That it
should be  brought within the
purview of active men of - affairs
is a consideration which seems
dubious but history has not
infrequently turned it to fact.

Is it possible to fuse the
wisdom of this world with -the
wisdom ofgthings divine P Why
not ? Why,%for instance, should
not the sp1r11%1a1 seeker be conjoin
-ed with the man of business? T
know one man who owns a
chemical factory in an English
provincial town who has attempt
-ed this. His entire organisation,
his laboratory equipment, his
office equipment, his advertising
methods and his manufactured
products are easily among the best
and most up-to-date in their line.
He treats his many workers on
the basis of Goldon Rule: (* Do
unto others, as you would be done

unto yourself.””) There is nothing,
within reason, that he will not do
for them, with the result that
there is nothing reasonable that
they will not do for hin. Ev ery
night before retiring to rest after
the dust and effort of the day- for
that is only the time he ca ‘
spare~ he goes off to a quiet
corner of his house and devotes
a tranquil half-hour to mental
quiet, finding therefrom a sublime
peace and supporting power
which inspire his next day’s
activities, and which enable him
to keep a secret liberty of the
spirit amid all the machanisation
of the west to-day. He has made
this regular practice quite compa-
tible with active life. It provides
him with an inner poise amid the
distractions and  turmoil ‘of
present day existence. The higher
wisdom and strength which he
finds in the divine centre are later
brought into effective aotlon in
his business.

The active self must be fed by
the -spiritual resources of the
deeper self. We must balance up
by poising activity with our
contemplation. The critical intel-
lect must meet the visionary intui

(continued on page C)
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-tion asa friend, not as a foe; the
commercial = capacities  must
collaborate with the spiritual
simaginations, while our deep
lfishness needs to come to

3 : ;
grips with our deeper altruism.
In this way each of us can
become the exponent of a deep
view point in our shallower life.

One lives must find the golden
mean. We mnst dwell awhile in
mental quiet each day, without
losing the capacity for practical
Work. We must pubt a proper

_ balance upon the mystical and
material elements of our nature,
diverse and incompatiable as
they apparently are.

(to be continued.)
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