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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED
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He ie the Supreme Brahmam, He is the Supreme
Sivan. He is the Snpreme Gnanam, He is the Sap
reme of Supremes, He indeed iz the different forms
of manifestation of God, —thus shkould the Gracions
Guru be regarded and adored....if you so adore
and cemply with the Guru’s instructions), He will
indeed make you ( become of the nature of Sivam'.
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MAKING COMMON CAUSE

That more achievements could be made if only
the various orgapizations would make common cause
was the opinion expressed by the President of the
Sabhai for the preservation of Navalar’s ideals at
a meeting held last week. We have always been
advocating the need for unified and united move-
ments in any sphere of work, raligious, social or
political, Many years back associations were &
few but most representative in character and con-
tent. The voices of such unions did have the
desired effect. But, however, with the enthusiasm
for localized and decentralized activities gainiog
ground there has been multiplicity of associatione
all having the same purpese in view. The result
has been s weakening in the ultimate value of
the aggregate of such efforts,

Assooiations carry with them the ambitious
description namely ‘All Island’ but seldom have
the stremgth of such  representative suthorlty.
Hence there is division of devotion which cannot
be conducive to the working of schemes,

It should be borne im mind that theres are i
the religious sphere several affairs that require
speedy and early attention. ln the name of reli
gion, devotees must be prepared to make common
cause and present demands c¢r put forward
schemes for guick realizat'on of the objectives.

. Though the common man has become more
interested in religious affairs and congequently in
ceremonies, yet the fact remains that there is more
of talk than of work; often talks remain at that
level without being pursued to the logicsl conclo-
sion in the form of deeds Conservation of energy
and enthusissm, money and means must be re-
garded as imperative as dissipation of thess ‘actors
in & diffused manner would eventually dencte that
all these have gone to waste.

It will be useful if the opinion referred to
above is scted vpon and at least im
of the preservation of Navaelar’s Trust and ohari-
ties common cauge is made.

1he affairs]|

Lelter to the Editor

OF ROMAN
DIMENSIONS

Sir,
Measures pertaining to
the relief of indebtedness
and purification of publie
life now being contem-
plated, are of interess.
Suach mesasures do not ap-
pear to be new. They
would appear to have re-
ceived attention of admi-
nistrators and statesmen
from very ancient times.
Thesge

measgures now
contemplated bring to
mind steps taken by

Kings and Roman legisia-
tors centuries ago,

The steps taken to alle-
viate the indebtedness of
public servants is npo
doubt worthy of commen-
dation but wunless steps
are also taken at the
same time to inhibit bor-
rowing again, the last
stage will be worse than
the first. This salutory
precaution appears to
have received tha atten-
tion of the famous states-
man and legisiator Solon
who while cancelling
debts made it difficalt
for parties so benefited
from borrewing. He ‘‘can-
celled all exisgting debts
and mortgages, thereby
freeing the peasants and
their lands at a blow, and
for the future forbade all
borrowing on the security
of the person. Toig re-
form was lasting and made

fan " end=of serfdom In

Attiea’ .

And regard ng the puri-
ficat'on of public life
Amasis ( C 600 BC), an
fgyptian King, made it
obligatory for every citi-
zen to disclose bis msans
of living. He established
“the law that every
Egvptian should appear
onc® a yesr before the
Governor of his canton,
aud show bhis moans of
living........... Solon the
Atkenian borrowed this
law from the Kgyptianz
apd imposed it on his
countrymen,.......” It is
also of topical interest to
refer to the decree of a
Roman Empsaror which
vested all spa.e above and

below a land in the person,
owning the land and that
it would appear te have
been reversed for the first
time when availability of
land and housing becams
an aocute problem in Bom-
bay.

In this context an ex-
tract of a suggestion made
by me to the Ministry of

Housing and which would
apprar to have been
adopted by the Alif

Committee, by enacting
legislation to divide own-
ership of flats at different
levelss is I think of intrr-
est ‘ solution to the ques-
tion of non avsilability of
lapd in msin cities sug-
gasts iteelf to me after
reading a news arbicle, the
gource of which I eannct
remember at the moment.

It has been pointed ont
that a Roman Emreror
hed decreed that all space
vertically above and be-
low a land belongs to tbe
owner of the land. Sinoce
then no other person can
build on top of another
building even if he could
afford te do so aund the
owner unable to do so
This article referred fo
the City of Bombay where
a law hag been enacted
to change the law”. 1t is
also of interest to mnote
that a law, also of classi-
cal dimensions was passed
when the Land Develop-
ment  Ordinance  was
enacted about the year
1933 which prohibited the,
losses ef the land frcm
gelling or mortgaging the
land issued to him Hbe
could bequeath the land
only to a- member of his
family. 'This bad a two
fold effect, it ensured that
the lamd remained with
the family and also eli-
minated anether formis
dable evil which bas
plagued the peasantry for
centuries namely frag-
mentation. This was done
ou the suggestion of C.
Sunthara'ingam who in
his brief gkirmish with
the Civil Serviee had
aoted that lands alienated
to peasantry passed ina
few years ioto tbe pos
sesgion of petty madalalig,
The magnitude of the

Karainsgsr

“Raja Giri”
643 K K. S. Road
Jaffna..

SALE OF UNREDEEMED JEWELLERY

I shall sell by public auction the unre-
deemed jewellery pawned between 1-6-1973 and
31-7-1974 with Mr. V. Subramaniam of Eiakady
Neorth Jaftoa
26th August 1976 commencing at 930 A. M.
at the said pawn shop.

on Tuesday the

V. S Cuttipillai

Auctioneer,

14,1 &8

-Augnst 8, 1875,
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boon conferred on tems
'of thousands ef peasants
by this messure can be
'ganged from the fact that
levery more of the hun-
dreds of thcusands of
acres alienated to pea-
sants, during the last few
decades still remains with
the same family,
Yours faithfully

J. R. Sinnatamby
286, Buller’s Road.
i Colombo 7.

9.7.75,

Soil Fertility
Ritual 1o Indus
Civilization

Rituals of worship of
Mother Geddess and Fer~
tility cult in various parts
of India jand other parts
of Asia were inseparably
connested.

Thigis revealed from a
study of excavation in the
Indns Valley 2ocording to
Prof. Himansn Bhunan
Sarksr of Midnappore in
West Bengal. S.me terra-
cotta.figarines discovered
in Soutuern Sind bore re=
markable affinity to those
from pre Harappa sites of
northern and southern
Baluchistan,

Mapy of the fignrines
from Mohenjodaro were
painted with red slip or
wash and those from Ha-
rappa even retained the
traces of paint, the red
being the fertility symbel.
‘Fe'said in a psper pre-
sented at the All India
Oriental Conference held
at Kurukshetra.

Prof. Sarkar eaid the
magical rites to preserve
the fertility of the soil be~
longed to the special com=
petence of women whose
child - bearidg capacity
was comparable to the
productive nature of earth,
The clan life, in which tbe
mother headed every fa-
mily, created Mother God~
dess and raised her o the
gupreme position.
| Interesting Seals
¢ Prof. Sarkar said in the
context, some gesls from
the Indus Valley appeared
to be quite interesting.
One guch sea! from Ha-
rappa showed, on the one
side, & nude female fi-
gure, with le;s stretched
vpwards, hand down-
wards, with plant issning
from the womb, Opn the
other side was found a
female figure with dishe-
velled hsair and arms
upraised in fight, with a
male figure threatening
her with a shield-like ob-
tject in the ether,

1t seems to me that
both the npude female
figurines refer to the same
vietim before her gsacris
fice to the Mother God-
desses”, he said and add-
ed that Vedic religion did
not incinde human sacrie
fice in its ritnals to pros
pitiate Mother Goddess
or, Mother _Earth,

~—Madrae Hindu
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