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Dedication
We dedicate this journal to all who laboured and

sacrificed their lives so that all humans could live
with human dignity in the human society.
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Message 'cﬁ lLe &eciar

I am happy to greet the first
issue of the philosophical bi=
annual from St. Francis Xavier’s
Semunary, Jaffna. Its appearance
is a sign of the growth of the
seminary. This is mainly a joint
effort of the students and staff
of the semunary along with the -
contributions of other thinkers
of philosophy.

We Christians have been
encouraged recently to study, in
addition to Western Philosophy.
Eastern Philosophy too. The
Church has in recent times
opened itself for a mutual enrich-
ment with other Culiures and
Philosophies. The dialogue the
Church seeks with the people
of other faiths will be deepened
and enriched by the services of
this bi - unnual.

I wish this periodical
success and hope that it
prove to be valuable to the
appreciably large numbers
launching in recent times into
the fieid of Philosophy.

all
will

S. J. Emmapue)
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EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION

Philosophy is one of man’s age
old treasures. In fact, the beginning
of human activity
- expression -of philosophy. = - .

It is fitting that Medieval Scho-
lasticism called Philosophy the ‘Queen
of Sciences’. For, besides inquiring into
the proximate causes of realities, it
dives deeper into their ultimate or
last reason. :

Philosophy is one of the disci-
plines taught in almost all the univer
sities of the world. But due to
misconception and lacklustre of prac.
tical advantages and due to the diffi-
culty of comprehension, many desist
from pursuing this field.

If one were to look at it
free from all bias. one would be
able to see its depth and its para-
mount importance, realizing that it
pervades every sphere of man’s acti-
vity like an  underground - stream.
Everyman in his true self seeks
truth in everything and until be finds
it, his mind will not be satisfied.
The ultimate satisfying truth is the
object of search in philosophy. Since
everyone is a1 seeker after this, every
person is basically a philosopher.
Philosophy is a guide to man’s life.

Every culture has its own form of
philosophy. While the Tamils here
struggle through unprecedented and
untold experiences in the 2 millenia
of their history, it is evident that their
gulture has produced the ‘choicest

itself s the

flower’ and will have genius to pro-
duce a suitable philosophy reflecting the
culture that is evolving now.

~There is a lot of philosophical
literature in other languages, parti-
cularly in English, but very little in
Tamil in our region. This Tamil
Philosophical Journal ‘Meiyiyal Nokku’
will, we hope, serve as a stepping -
stone for further progress. This jour-
nal, being the outcome of the joint
effort of the staff and thc students
of the Faculty of Philosopy in
St. Francis Xavier’'s Major Seminary
and of other philosophical thinkers,
will satisfy the need for Tamil philo-
sophical literature to some extent. It
will no doubt, arouse interest in the
uninitiated, and encourage the young
enthusiasts of philosophy.

This venture is the fruition of
several hands and minds; and if they are
not remembered, the value of the
work cannot be adequately appreciated.

The following have helped in
evaluating the articles and providing
constructive analysis and other valuable
help. The first three need to be
mentioned very specially for their
dedicated and unstinted support.

Mr. A. Sabaratnam B. A. (Hons,),
former teacher of St. Antony’s College
Kayts, Principal of Sunmuga Vidyalayam
Karampon, Kayts, historian and very
knowledgeable is Hindu and
Saiva Siddhagta Philosophies;

‘7



Mr. A. Santhiapillai, Surveyer, and
Publisher of  °Puthiya Ulaham;
Mr. V. Ugabalasingham B. A. (Hons),
Dip. in Ed., M. A. (Phil), Lecturer
at the Academy of the Jaffna College
and St. John’s College Chuadikuli,
Mr. M.J. Rajaratnam B. A., teacher
at St. Aauatony’s College Kayts,
Dr. S. Nathan, Senior Lecturer of
Political Science in the Department of
Economics at the University of
Jaffna; and Mrs Margaret Saverimuthu
B. A., English trained teacher.

Revd. Deacon D. M. Ravichandran
helped with his valuable suggestions.
The artistic hands of Bro. Anantha
kumar and Mrs. D. Popsy Mariathasan
B.Com. and Trained Art l'eacher adorn
the cover of the journal.

We are grateful to the Missio}
Germany, for the  subsidy given by
them which made it po-isble to price~

:mark this to be within" "~ the  reach

of everyone.

In fine, but not the least, our sincete
thanks are due to the tecam at the
Annai Press. Gurunagar, for pre-
senting our efforts to the readers in
an appreciable form.

Your creative thoughts in the
form of  articles, opinions and
constructive criticisms will enhance
the growth of this biannual journal.

D. A. Joseph

T
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Philosophy and its

Philosophy is not new to man;
It has always walked with him. It dwells
among men, but man does not know
what philosopy is. All the major
problems of philosophy are personal,
in the sense that they arise out of
questions that every person asks him-
self, such as: ‘Who am I?, ‘Where
do I come from? and ‘What is the
purpose of life?’. These questions that
arise about nature and life can be
answered only by PHILOSOPHY.
Therefore to philosophise is to give
answers to human problems and to
satisfy man’s intellectual curiosity and
help him understand himself and the
mysteries of the world around him.

The word ‘philosopy’ comes from
the Greek word ‘PHILO’ which means
a friend or a lover and ¢SOPHIA’
which means wisdom. Hence philo-
sophy is the love of wisdom and a
philosopher is a lover of wisdom.
Philosophy is not a limited teaching,
but it is a means of eantering the
difficult grounds of human self -
awarenes, According to Gabriel Marcel,
‘Philosophy’ is rather a never-ending
inquiry that must always start anew.
Phiosophy is not to provide man
with ready-made conclusions; its real
mission is to awaken, to sensitize
and appeal rather than teach and give
transferable information. A philosoher
always searches for wisdom. He regu-
lates his life by the light of
philosophy and shows philosophic
calmness in trying circumstances.

(Synopsis)
Practical Values

Philosopy and science are tied to
each other, but divided in their source
of certainty as Karl Jaspers says,
‘Whenever one wants to know truth
of some event or the purpose of one’s
action, one goes from one reason to
another until one finds the truth of
the facts. This is the expression of
what philosophy is inclined to. Our
mind. also functions in a philosopi-
cal manner. For example, when we
begin to do something, we think
and then act. Even this thinking and
action that follows are done in a
very orderly and logical manner. There
is an opinion among some, that
philosopy is a science, which does
not come down to practical action,
but remains in the speculation and
reasoning level. There are reasons
for this. Some philosophers and
their theories are still in speculative
level. So people with the above
opinion conclude that philosophy is a
nonpractical scieace. People without
knowing what phlosophy is, may mis-
conceive it through wrong ideas given
by others. Philosophy is the thinking
that sustains us in life, that illumi-
nates and guides our actions both
personal and social. If philosohy is
used rightly and wiscly it will lead
man towards a purposeful life and
give more pleasure and satisfaction.

The right use of phliosophy is thy
greatest natural help given by God.
God did not give the right of reason
in vain to man. Philosophy perfects
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5 understanding, gives one anew tance for those who do not know

1gth and makes one capable of Well what actually. philosophy is and

r output. Thus philosophy What it does to humanity. Since

1if -;ts itself through its influence Philosopy can be studied regarding

foundation of all sciences of every aspect of human life and of the
and of nature and therefore its World, it is rightly called ‘Queen of
are immense. sc.ences’. The study of philosophy

can give a person greater insight in
Some of the aspects we have to the meaning of life and into

ussed so far are of vital impor- the origin of the world.

S Stephen
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man is a mqslerq

Dominic A. Joseph'

The moment man appeared in the
universe, it was the begining of his
problem. He was more enigmatic
than any other creature in the uni-
verSe. Inspite, of the claim that man
is the highest reality of the whole
of nature, he still remains incompre-
hensible to a large extent despite
the fact of the 20th century’s ultra

modern development of scientific
technology.
Many sages and  philosophers

spoke of man in the religious or
non-religious tone.

The reason why man is a problem
to himself is, in the words of the
French  existentialist philosopher
Gabriel Marcel, ‘Man is a mystery’.

In the attempt to know who
man is, there have appeared various
views down the ages. The early Greek
philosophers thought of man ascon-
sisting of 2 principles: body and
soul; some gave great importance to
the soul while giving scant atteation
to the body; others gave due impor-
tance to both these principles. Jewish
and other Asian thinkers gave impor-
tance to the whole person. In the course
of the later centuries, the scrutiny
was to find the foundation of all
man’s mignificent capabilities demon-
strated in the field of knowledge of
the various inventors in the physical
world, in the field of spiritual, meta-
physical and mystical experiences.

Further, man strives to realize
his self in freedom, but inspite of
the best inventions and facilities of
life, he still ‘remains unsatisfied. Ths
question arises: Why is it so? If
this phenomenon of unrealised - self
is in man, what is its origin?

The fact that man is limited,
requires that the source should be,
from some other roots. This source
the theists believe, is the Supreme
and only Reality, the cause of this
universe. The non theists, like evo-
lutionists, believe that even man
with the highest brain activity
is the result of the highest evo-
lution through transformation in its
evolutionary process.

The idea that man is an unsol-
vable mystery is still more evident in
relatioships. Man is a social person.
Inspite of intimate relationships
whether friendship, family life, lover’s
relationship or parent-child relation-
ship, man remains a mystery.

The biggest of
What is to happen to man at the
end of his life here on earth? The
dilemma is, if man were to end in
nothingness at the end of his life,
his: fantastic capabilities manifested
during life will go meaningless.

questions  is:

To answer this dilemma, the
existentialist philosophers voice their
ideas in the following statements:
Gabriel Marcel states that everything,
evidently inclusive of man, has its
root in the Eternal Foundation. The
other important existentislists like
German Martin He:deggr, would say
that man has to go om in  his

81.
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adventure ‘of ontological fulfilment
during which time he would meet
the inevitable ead. i.e. death. Ernst
Block would say: man is in his move-
ment to a transcending transcendence.
Another famous existentialist thinker
F. Nietzche believes man will have
to achieve the realization of his
power in freedom, in which he would
meet his inevitable end i.e. death.

In the overall experience, either
in the common view of people or in
the existentialist approach of philo-
sophers, man would remain an incom-

prehensible mystery even if one were
to think of, or hope for a life
after life.

It is paradoxical to note that
man, despite his elevated position,
and calling himself a cultured being
in the universe, has sunk very low,
even lower than the inferior animals
in dealing with himself, particularly
with his human peers.

Hence it should not be surprising
that man is a mystery and remains
a problem to himself and to society.

philosophise.

have been forgotten’.

You say, ‘One must philosophise’ — Then you must
philosophise. You say, ‘One should not philosophise’ —
Then you must philosophise.

*Almost all things have been found out, but some

In any case you must

Aristotle dilemma

Aristotle
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PHILOSOPHY AS A GREFN LICHT
FOR ALL HUMAN BLEiweS

V. Ugabalasingam, M. A. (Phil.), Dip. in Ed.

At the outset, the definition of
Philosophy and its esseace are briefly
examined.

The chief aim of this article is
to present the closs affinity betwsen
human nature and Philosophy — Man

Philosophy has always been helping
to buid up veritable human knowledge.
lhough the ultimate aim of philo-
sophy is identical for every thmker,
yet the approaches and views vary
in view of each one's individuality.

In this changing world, with the

is a philosophical animal. He is ‘
always in search of truth. advet)nccnmnt of science and technolqu
leading man into greater confusion

Many of the problems of philo- and aimlessness, the gaidince provided
sophy are related to human concerns by philosophy 1s the only way to
which are complex in their ramifi- correct thinking, true advancement
cation in one form or another and and efficiency and to remedy the
perennially present to man. feeling of desperation gripping man

; ; today.
Philosophy is not new to man

It is interwoven with the history of ;
hian ‘ewnistence. Tt loads e man. tos Mmakes cverything understood by the
probe towards true knowledge and natural light of reason, it becomes

spreads its tentacles iato all branches clear that Philosody is a Green Light
of learning. for all Human beings.

When we realize that philosophy

Philosophy should be taught in such a way that students will be led to
acquire a solid and coherent understanding of man, of the world, and of
God. Basing themselves on a philosophic heritage which is perennially valid,
students should also be conversant with contemporary philosophical investi-
gations,  especially those exercising special influence in  their own
country, and with recent scientific progress. In this way, thanks to a correct
understanding of the character of modern times, studeats will be properly
prepared for dialogue with the men of their own day.

The history of philosophy should be so taught that by coming to grasp
the basic principles of the various systems, studeats will hold what is shown
to be true among them, and be able to detect the roots of errors. and
disprove them.

The very manner of teaching should imspire in students a love for seeking,
honoring and defending the truth vigorously, along with an honest recognition
of the limitations of human understanding. The link between philosphy and
the true problems of life should be carefully pointed out, as well as the
relationship of philosophy to the questions which stir the students’ minds.

Vat. II - Optatum Totius - 15
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CREATION Ok EVOLUTION

It is a natural tendency of a
rational being to seek the origin of
all things. The explanation for this
may conveniently  be divided
into two: Creation, or the origin
of the universe, and Evolution the
origin of material things, and in
particular, life and man. According to
the first, the different spzcies of
animals and plants which exist today
are the descendents of animals
and plants which were created
at the beginning of the world, in the
form which they have now; this
hypothesis is known as the theory of
special creation. The second hypo-
thesis, known as the theory of Evo-
lution or of descent, views the exis—
ting species of animals and plants
as the descendents of relatively sim-
pler and more generalized carlier types
of life, which have reached their
present form by a gradual process of
increasing complexity; i. e. by a process
of change or evolution from simpler
forms. It will be seen that the theory
of evolution suggests a genetic conti-
nuity of animals. The whole animal

A. Angpanthakumar

kingdom is viewed as one family, the
different groups being related to one
another and the relationship expres-
sible in the form of a genealogical
tree.

As science advances, the theory
of evolution seems to bzcome more
emphatic. There may be an inclina-
tion to think that the phenomenon
of evolution may sidetrack the idea
of God and eventually ignore it com-
pletely and the theory of creation
may collapse. But that is not the
fact The contrary has been proved
by Teilhard de Chardin. He outlines
a vast scheme of evolution, beginning
with the formation of mountains and
seas and concluding with a foreward
vision of man’s next step  from
mutual conflict to mutual co-opera-
tion. He examines the current theo-
ries of transformism and the argu-
ments of their leading opponents
and details his own hypothesis of
Christian evolutionism which will be
familiar to readers of his baok *The
Phenomenon ef man.’

The Evolutionists

missing.

seem
about the missing link, except the fact that it is

to know everything

G. K. Chesterton
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Manas 'Seamh -
for
Meaning of Liie

The existential question about
meaning of life, is haunting people
to-day more than any other problem.
Many people have the me2ns to live
but sce no meaning of life. Man’s
search for meaning is a world-wide
phenomenon experienced also by our
younger generation. People approach
a psychiatrist swith the question :
«What is the meaning of my life?”’
The search for meaning is the dis-
tinctive characteristic of being human.

Man is unique and he has his
own specific vocation or mission and
environment in life.  Hence the
meaning of life differs from man to
man. The meaning of life being
unique and a matter for personal
discovery, must be sought and found
by omeself. Such discovery of the
unique meaning of one’s life, as we
now understand is possible even if
all that one values disappear totally.

Feeling of meaninglessness of life
is the most crucial problem . in
the twentieth century. There are
many causes for this: blindly follo-
wing others without thinking and
functioning independently, existential
and spiritual vacuum or inner empti-
ness in life, unemployment, the hope-
lessness of the prevailing situation
ctc.
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"depression, addiction to alcohol

3t [Ithayathas

There are many consequences of
this meaninglessness of life - namely,
existential frustration, unhappiness,
and
drugs, suicide, war and confliet etc.

What is reajly needed to find
meaning in life is a fundamental
change in our attitude towards life.

in NIETZCHE’S words : He who
has a ‘WHY’ to live for, can bear
with almost any ‘HOW’. Meaning of
life of each individual is unique and
ever unfolding but it is gever miss-
ng. VIKTOR E. Frankl invented
Logo-therapy as a way to help re-
discover meaning in life. Logo-
therapy means ¢ Healing through
meaning’’. In Logo-therapy, the
patient is actually confronted with
and reoricated towards the meaning
of his life by broadening his field
of vision so that he becomes cons-
c.ous of the whole spectrum of
potentials and sees a meaning clearly.
It helps him become aware of what he
actually longs for in the depth of
his being. There is nothing to pro-
tect man from all distresses; yet,
inspite of them, he realizes that
there is meaning in his life. Logo-
therapy provides strong support to
man to discover tkis meaning.
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(Summary)

Plato is a famous philosopher of
the 4th century B.C. Owing to the
influence of his philosophy there
arose statesmen and rulers for the
betterment of the individual life and
the state. He identified five forms
of government. They are: Aristacracy,
Timocracy, Democracy, Oligarchy and
Tyranny.

He preferred Aristocracy to all
others thinking it to be a good form
of goverment ¢‘composed of a body
of political intellects and <¢‘Guard-
ians”’ qualified  to rule through a
rigid system of training which should
lead up to the creation of <ideal
state’’.l In his rigid aristocracy,
superhuman wisdom is the criterion
necessary to judge as just or unjust.
His political philosophy influenced
the political thinkers of thc Renais-
sance: N. Machiavelly, T. Campanella,
J. Bodin, J. Althuis, and H. Grotius,
who led the formation of its politi-
cal philosophy. Renaissance means “‘Re-
birth of the Greek and Roman spirit
and a revival of learning. ‘2

The political thinkers of that period
would therefore have studied the
political philosophy of Plato. Plato’s

% P. F. Rajasingam

‘erigid rule” in Aristocracy was inter-
preted as dictatorship by Machiavelli.
He thought of freeing the State from
the domination by the Church. By
introducting dictatorship, he  felt
that the Church would not interfere
with the affairs of the State and both
would be distinct in their functions.

While J. Bodin, Athuis and Cro-
tius did not contradict Plato’s philo-
sophy, they agreed that the people
have the right to clect their ruler
and also to question and rebe]
against the ruler when he does not
seive the good of the State. Crotius
however said that the ruler elected
by the people is the Divine repre-
sentative, who cannot be removed
from his office once elected Among
the Renaissance philosophers, Campa-
nalla was different. He did not
agree with Plato and with the other
philosophers of his time. He intro-
duced monarchal rule with certain
religious influence.

There are some agreements and
also disagreements between Plato and
Renaissance philosophers; yet both
assert the rights of the people and

give due recognition to morality in
politics and in life.

1. C. F. Strong, Modern Political Constltutmns, Sidgwick and Jackson

Ltd.. London, 1952. p. 1S.

2. William I. Reese, ° Rena
Religion, p. 489.
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Where the law ends, tyranny begins.
— William Pitt
Laws are silent in the midst of arms.

— Cicero
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Atheistic Existentialism

{Synopsis)

Atheism is one of the serious
problems of our times, There are
many forms of atheism; namely Psyco-
logical, Anthropological and Marxistic.
The latest is existentialism. In it
questions are raised about the exis-
tence of God. It has two parts;
namely atheistic and theistic,

Many contemporary philosophers
have spoken about atheistic existen-
tialism, but only three important ex-
jstential philosophers — Nietzche, Sartre
and Merleau Ponty - are taken here.

Nietzche says that man can be-
come God-like, since man is having
‘will - to — power’. This will - to -
power makes a man attain something.
Without  “will® one will not
make any affort to achieve some-
thing. This will - to - power makes a
man become a super man. Then he
himself becomes the response to hiS
inner need for the super being, he
named ‘god’. To him the projected
god is dead.

Sartre says ‘tExisientialism is no-
thing other than an attempt to draw
all the consequences of the coherent
atheistic position’’. This system says
that man is an end to himself and
sole maker of, with supreme conirol
over, his own history. Sartre
has stressed the individuality and
immensity of man’s freedom in his

writings. This thought has widely

54

S, Sebanesaratnam

infiaez;cﬁd his country as well as the
Individuals have begun
to rcai.z., ’.at they should assert their’
individuality by exercising their free-
dom,

M. Ponty emphasizes that man
can attain meaning and value on earth
itself. He calm!y denies God by using
the phenomenological approach.

He says that through our senses

we identify things and name them.
Therefore we can name our ‘being’.
So we need not think of a super-

natural being; it can’t be imagined
or perceived through our senses. Yet
it can be thought of by our intellect
or mind and thereby we find truth
in the worid.

This system is very much a prac=
tical one. It is concerned with real
things, with actual life and not
with mere words as in many othe;s
philosophies. However one would not
agree with all the implications of
Atheistic Existentialism and its con-

clusive statement that man is the
source of himself and his destiny.
Though existentialistic doctrine on

human freedom is attractive, it should
not make outright, clearcut conclu-
sion on man and his destiny, pre-
cisely because none can for certain
predict the future course of history
of the and particularly of
man.

yniverse 2
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A Augustine

(Summary)

The thirst and cry for freedom
is a common phenomenon all over
the wo Id. Everyone is striving for
internal and external freedom.
Integral Human liberation includes
Political, Ecoaomical, Social and
Spinitual liberation. The struggle for
freedom gains ground wherever o7~
pression and suppressioa exist. Such
situations have been the nursary for
liberat.on movements springing up.
The P. L. O., the Ghandh an movement
in India and the Tamil movements
are good examples.

During the period of Colon‘alism
the people of Ceylon were suppressed
by the Colonial Masters. C 'ntinual
struggle against them brought about
one phase of liberation. However the
Tamils passed into the domination by
the Sinbala Rulers. So they had
to coatinue fighting for their freedom.
Thus some liberation movements came
into being. Due to power struggle,
corruption and quarelling, most of
them got eliminated.

The I.P. K. F. came to Sri Lanka
in 1987 as a peace keeping force.

They, lacking sincerity of purpose,
failed to bring about a just peace.
The situation deteriorated to such an
extent that the L.T.T.E. were forced to
confront them at war. After their
departure, the talks with the Sri
Lankan. Government too failed resul-

ting in the outbreak of the current
war. ‘

If true  integral human
liberation is to be rcalized among
the Tamils, the consciousness of our
belonging to a Tanil nation has to
strike deep roots. Struggle for poli-
tical liberation needs be balanced
with that for econom cal. social and
spiritual liberation We must strive
for self suffic ency in economy through
self help economic projects, using
chiefly local resources.

Special effort should be taken to
overcome the internal opp essive forces
within the community and to achieve
spiritual liberation from the forces
deeply embedded within ourselves in
o:der to give momentum and ade-

quate meaning to integral human
liberation.

A man can be free wihout being great
but no man can be great without being free.

— Khalil Gibran
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