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Independence, Interdependence
and Dependency Theory of a
Twenty-year-old Female Driver

Manivillie Kanagasabapathy

1 had something amazing happen to me this month. I finally got my G licence - after two
weeks of stress and ten years of contemplation. As [ stared at the little piece of paper. given
to me by the ministry of Transportation, that stated that I was now a fully licensed driver, I
felt excited and happy. I was grinning like a fool!

Here before me was a symbol of my independence and my freedom. Now, finally I could
drive on the highway, wait- I already did that. I could drive with 5% alcohol in my blood-
hold on, I don't drink and drinking and driving is dumb anyway. I know, I could speed like a
manic, get a speeding ticket and not have to stress about demerit points-but that would not
get me any further then the lights of the closest police car and sky high insurance rates. So,
what was so good about having my G licence? I could only think of one thing, I WOULD
NEVER HAVE TO DO THE TEST AGAIN, granted I behaved and did not lose a lot of
demerit points (there goes idea three again)

Now at this point, you may be wondering what this story has to do with the title of this arti-
cle. Quiet a lot actually because it left me with this question, what is independence anyway?

Growing up, we are taught that one of the truest measures of a person's strength is his/her
ability to be independent. Countries fight to be independent nations, children leave home
wanting to be independent, and people want to independently make their life choices. We
admire and praise those who have made it on their own; who strive to be independent but
really it is all an illusion. Well. that may be a little too harsh but Independence is really simi-
lar to having your G licence, you cannot do anything different but have the illusion that you
can. Still confused? Let me begin at the start.

G1 and Dependency

The G1 licence, the first step to claiming your freedom. You pass the test and you are
almost able to be on your own in a car. You study like mad, your driving book the only
source of education that you need, fuelled by the desire to prove that you are ready for the
journey of your life. A little dramatic. I know, but truthful.

From the moment we open our eyes, our parents are there, guiding us, preparing us to start
our own journey. As young children. they permit us to look to them as resources, a guide-
book on how to live a successful life. We learn all that we can from them and turn to them
when we have questions. In many ways, our success as people becomes correlated to the
quality of our parent's teaching. At this stage of our lives, our sense of right and wrong is
mainly drawn from our parents. We are dependant on them to care for us, nurture us and
provide us with the right answers. While in this stage, our failures and mistakes are all
results of us not following their advice or warnings. Parents are infallible.

At this stage, another event happens, we begin to drive but under the supervision of a fully
licensed adult. What a metaphor for life. welcome to your teenage years. Here is the power
to make decisions and act upon them, the ability to decide of your own violation that course
that you will take and the skills to move forward. Wait...you haven't fully developed your
skills yet and so you start this road with your teachers and your parents, still in the car with
you guiding you and telling you where to go. However, you now have the reigns of control
in your hands. At this point you realise that your parents do not know everything. What a
feeling of pure joy! Unfortunately you realise that if you drive without a licensed driver in
the car with you, you forfeit all possibility of ever driving. Thus, you begin to make the first
of many compromises to ensure that you can continue on you path.

G2 and Interdependency
Next comes the G2 exit test, which upon passing signifies the end of mandatory guidance.
However, this rarely means that there is no one in the car with you or that you even have full

access to the car. It just means that you can
have the power to drive the car on you own.
Most people with a G2 licence rarely own
their own cars and are forced to share with
their family. Thus, begins the first set of
compromises and negotiations.

Thus begins the Interdependent stage of
your life. You are now in charge of your
actions and the way that you choose to
exercise the power given to you by the G2
licence. However, there are still people
actively in charge of you and monitor your
access to the car. They are the ones who
make you face the consequences of your
faulty actions. The Interdependent stage is
tempered by more fear than the dependency
stage. You are alone now and there is no
one in the car to help you if you run into
any trouble. At this stage you wonder
whom you can turn to in case there is a
problem, who can bear witness to the right-
ness of your actions and who will be there
to calm you down? The nearest support is
the voice at the other end of the cell phone
or (God forbid) the cop writing your ticket.
You wonder if you really wanted this and
why you wanted this in the first place.

However, as you drive, you become more
confident. You no longer flinch and look
around worriedly when idiotic person blares
their horn at you. At this state, you recog-
nize that the only actions worth taking are
the ones you are comfortable with and if
some person is in a hurry, well they can
overtake you and move on with their life.
You know that you are a good driver, and a
person who can make good decisions. With
the final lessons of your driving teacher,
you are ready and able to attain Nirvana,
the ultimate freedom... your G licence. ..

G and Independence

Now, this is where they pull back the cur-
tain and show you that it was all a trick. As
I mentioned in the beginning of this article,
you attempt your G exit exam and get you
highway licence. Now you are free, right?
Haven't you been paying attention? If you
did the next sentence is not going to be a
surprise to you. Independence is really
nothing but interdependence.

When we get the G licence. we believe that
we can accomplish anything. The
world...uhmm.. the paved world is your
oyster. You finally can go anywhere (with
an accessible and maintained road) but here
is the clincher, by this time you are so used
‘Please visit page 31
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Confusing Choices:
Not Necessarily a Bad Thing

Mahan Kulasegaram

— -

Our society 1s often polarized and divided by strong, controversial issues. Good examples are: Same-sex marriages, the war in

Iraq. The Passion of the Christ, and the war on terror, the federal election, and the Kyoto Protocol. In these raging political
waters, young people are often caught in maelstroms, receiving conflicting messages from parcents, the media, propaganda, and
figures of authority.

Take for example the Iraq war. All of my friends, indeed everyone I knew, had an opinion. The war divided our society into two
polar camps, ready to grab each others throats. I was stuck in the middle. I have to admit it: I was confused. And that is not nec-
essarily a bad thing.

A truly informed person tries to make good choices based on all the information he can scrounge, even if it means investing in
10-pound tome on Middle Eastern politics. But, there is a catch- how much of what we read is actually relevant? Even if it is
relevant, there is always a bias in someone’s favour. Can we detect that bias and take everything we read with a grain of salt?
More often than not, we find it hard to dismiss a piece of information that: a) supports our point of view, or b) presents itself as
authoritative. As a student and an adolescent, it is especially hard because information that is easy to digest is often not avail-
able. and there are too many mixed messages coming from all sides. And there I stood, in the middle of this gigantic hurricane
of information, some of it supporting the war, others opposing. It wasn't just information, it was also people: parents, friends,
teachers, and celebrities taking sides on the issue.

I'decided to do what I usually do when faced with a difficult dilemma: I read. I read everything I could: pro-war, anti-war, pro-

Bush. anti-Bush, pro-Saddam, anti-Saddam, and everything in the middle. I accumulated this information from books, the inter-
net. newspapers. and magazines. After a week or so of research, I bought all of my information together. I listed points for and

against the war. and also listed the biases, if any, of each argument. I was expecting a clear cut winner, a side that I could throw
my support to without doubting my decision. To my dismay. every point supporting the war could be refuted by the other side.

and vice versa. | tried to edit out the bias, and to my surprise. there was always a bias- even if it was not apparent at first. I was

back were I started. I was still confused. I was not the only one. many of my friends were also in the same position, and did not
help that our parents were just as confused.

In the midst of this chaos, behold. a clear message came to me: there is no right answer. It’s a matter of choice and the justifica-
tions we can provide to support our choice. In a human world, nothing will ever be black and white, nothing will ever be easy.
No matter how complex an issue faced by youth today, we have to be able to make a choice. We have only so much information
we can use. and with that information, we make choices that can be defended. It requires courage to make a decision, it requires
more to support that decision. and it requires the most courage to admit that it was the wrong decision. My confusion helped me
realize that there is so much to know, but I can only make good decisions on what I know now.

So what did I do? I made a choice. I am not going to incite further debate by stating which side I chose. but let it be said. I
chose. However, it is very unfortunate that many adolescents are simply not making decisions. And if they are, their decisions
are not well informed. I am not referring to decisions about food, or what to wear, or what to buy. I am talking about civic deci-
sions that the youth of today have to be encouraged to participate in. There are so many controversial issues that face youth
today. If they are taught to hunt for biases, to look at every facet of every diamond, and to make informed decisions. Like me.,
they are confused. and they will continue to be confused because nothing is as simple as the nightly news or newspaper makes it
out to be. For me, confusion is just another synonym for too much information. Confusion is the first step in any decision; sift-
ing and evaluating the information is the second step. Acting on the information is the third step. Defending and evaluating the
decision the fourth step. The last step, is deciding if the decision we made was the wrong one. I advocate being hasty or just
making decision because it is inevitable; I am asking that all of you gather enough information about decision before making
your minds up, even if-no- especially if it confuses you.
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« Orthodontics « Implants
ubhEEH&ES dlefll CurBeugdlenid

Near Kennedy Subway (Rainbow Village Building)

= Dr. Shan A, Shanmugavadivel & Associates

i

LTSHLJ 1. FabilpBHan)Baisv

implant Lev &L Geudleud LIS Gupmeyy 1IN Square Dental Office
7-2575 Danforth Avenue

RAINBOW VILLAGE DENTAL OFFICE  Toronto. Ontario. M4C 1L5

Mon, Tues, Wedn, Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun

2466 Eglinton Avenvue East, Unit:7 Near Main Subway
Scarborough, Ontario. MIK 5J8 Dr. Shan - (Wedn), Dr. Kalaichelvan (Thurs & Sun)
Monday to Saturday (Free consultations on alternative Sundays)

Dr. Yaso & Dr. Rana (Other days

(416) 266 5161 (416) 690 0121

* ALL BANK FINANCIAL SERVICES - uniTea
* ALL PARTY BANQUET HALL SERVICES - unirss
* INTERNATIONAL TUITION CENTRE - unitec

* QumPCuwitiys Ceeveu
INTERPRETATION SERVICES - unitep
CEDARFACE PLAZA
(Birchmount/ Eg]mton)
{(41eug) Gumeled amfuTeWSSNG S
2296 EGLINTON AVE EAST, LOW)
SCARBOROUGH, ONT M

Tel: 416075204444

eig; Gremeu LHMHiw Goevdlas sﬁluumes@s@
s1og) Qemewiwd HNSHHE sun(Hrssil

www.alsaintfrancis.com

. sreosurespalrer Gum GLr, elpGunr Gmwm
»Passport, PR Card 1.D Photo, Colour $2.49

* g1 Qamepy GuriBLr erbemGuim
Digital Photo Studio

* (peOgn, SmenEsl GEeevEsEnEELOTaT
GumiBn, eloGurs tu uSiinser

* Citizen Photo ONLY $ 3.99 (3 days services)
*B&WPhoto $399
+ 5x7 Studio Portrait $ 5.00 (Min 6 photos)

* WEDDING PACKAGE

from $500.00 - $10,000.00

* sfauBss sl FHmwens
5gsu {Broker) @Gzemeu

mm), Praet afpibilermed
usIE g QFgIS S UMD,

o piblpraet enipd Senangg prseflelmbgid
UL, @y Cuenamnime Ssa)smen

SipIGeussion (asulfl J—
5 {UNIT6E)

A1 ST-FRANCIS
2376 Eglinton Ave. East
: P.0.Box 44559
“Scarborough, Ont. M1K 2P3
CANADA
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QyrmenGrmalsy Roots of Empathy” eieniGmmep sismwly SkheSana. Bia @
smsafleslul L HTo Hosend. Bge pwedw usniseaisd @aim aumBLTOIGBLY 90
AWGIBEGL UL SWHOSHMbhHE ey Teunrengid SpG)TSaELOTISHION 6] &6
NyCse fHwnas CsfibOs®es ‘Roots of Empathy Baby’ eieimy enefimy supridld
Gaenyadiug). uTLgmensoll ugmofliy BHeneowmsense Heosf swg QupGTELE Qs e
werlgHuwmsomast srdulgluuaiisalelpbs Gbss Czfley poLGndama. aLGurys
Orrpdusde Bsuaurmrss Gofleunsr GUllags soauTaTbheHes SeUTHI HTWT(HLET
SiJhHAHILMS SiHBD B Csfa maunsdsy sevbg CamaiL tleimensesnst

BoswisTTen UL SHFeULD HTERGVMLD.

UNEMPLOYED 9

"If you are receiving E.I.  OR
finished E.I. recently ...
You May Be Eligible For HRDC Funding”
Call Us for Details.....

(416) 285 9941

Diploma Programs

- Computerized Accounting

- Personal Support Worker (PSW)
- Medical Office Assistant (MOA)
- Business Administration

Computek

SCARBOROUGH CAMPUS|
Scarborough, ON
{Kennedy & Eglinton Ave. East)
Above Pubilic library

sUIDF 5seaued
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Top Quality Used Car Dealer

aurhdlwimed 2L enwilBeeuulL
aunBsTRIBENST 6fipLg)
euset siGsL Hmedt!

HONDA
TOYOTA

at Brimley

28 oy ev1(him6 Jieniuib!

RADHA

4362 Sheppard Ave. East

Teh 416412 3838

S6vTLIT

SUID 61(pS SHTeNiT
3)\em 6v0TWL
HElW &em6veu]

BTG SO TS BTN
BenemubHET U HemevsuyTs,
SWHSTENBL gusy GUDHD
BVmRIENSE HUHUBLOTET HlH.
Hlesrememmuum FleuGeva et
QafleuTdulemenTy. E)ememTiig e
HmoveurTsl LHeT adlsHs
&saiBTwa] al. &bHeHeueid

ST E6NT B LGOI HHEI
afsvdwenswu®Hs BLwbumm
Baisslsv &, dlerenemuwir
FouGenasn SIAITEH6T 6JBLORHT B
Qafleumsmiy.

E\reolunsd eupmIELD
Sy5w0ELD gHRIGGaTLD

Hybw Gurflest o sue Spaibs
EUHTUSIIH S HRTGUI DieMLDLILIT 6T
BIrTRCWrsld suPRIGLD
‘opHduUD gnmEGsurd - 2004°
MAULAID BHS LTHD USHSHTLD
Hadl (apg 10) Fellsdpeno
Hhused mb& We(PSH60 SETLT
&heHaeuTd GsTalsy eIl LHSew
B Gumeaysieng). ops1bsE
QErheumssEnn, Hen6v
Bapesdsenn aliprailsy

AL Gumib.

Sraw Guesmergrs #Camsf) WBym
GrrmGurdlel (LGeuaghurr)
B6UHG CETEtI(h) ‘SHOWTET HJLD
BHHOD sisend GQummeilsy

o _enguirmmieury. #8asrafl wrms
(Frislyf) seufsen SO0
‘opHHUD’ eaTaib G hehey

o oy Pabsseury. Nrsn
alphslanns ST SHeued
dyso opdifluwy

B o160, HHFEQFsLeUD LBIGUHM
2_enFWITDMIEUTT. DINSTEUMTULD
B6VHEH CBTemEpTm
apTéEalan] DI HBlSIDSI].
OsTLTYsEnEE: 416 265 3362, 905
415 8649, 416 537 3034.

Education Savings Plans

RESP
Heritage g AvINGS
ar PLAN

Allignz Education Funds int

| . LY
Hoballd 6o el S LD

- You are eligible to apply for
an Education Savings Grant
of up to $7,200 per child.

- Your savings are more
safe and secure.

- You can start with a
small amount.

- It's a more flexible plan.

Education is
a great gift for
your future generations

S. Ganthiy

B.A. (Sri-Lanka)
Enrollment Officer

" ON THE WEB: http://ganthiy.cjb.net
E-MAIL: ganthiy@rogers.com

416-955-9303
416-841-1866

SO S86usDd

@vem eV
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8154528773

« Catering Services + Professional Photography & Videography » DJ Services + Bridal Make-up +
«Special Programs + Limo Service * F!owemrrangemems Decoratzon Table- Chalrs Free

416 261 2222 416 436 6666
416 436 2222 416 492 ‘7777

m
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Come! Earn OSSD credits!! Enter the Leading Universities!!!

ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE

(Ministry inspcted private Secondary School, BSID # 666378)

Under the principalship of
Start It’s s

SUMMER CLASSES ON
July 02, 2004

at 2390 Eglinton Avenue east, # 204,
Scarborough, ON

All courses including Bharatha Natyam lead to " A

Tim Gervais B.A (Hons), M. Ed

OSSD DIPLOMA CERTIFICATE

1. ENG 4U English, 12, Uni Prep. 6. MCB 4U Advanced Functions and Calculus
2. ENG 3U English, 11, Uni Prep. 7. MGR 4U Geometry and Discrete math
3. ENG 2D English, 10, Academic 8. MCR 4U Functions and Relations
4. MPM 2D Prin of Math, 10, Adm. 9. SCH 4U Chemistry, 12, Uni Prep.
5. SBH 4U Biologym 12, Uni Prep. 10. SPH 4U Physics, 12, Uni Prep.
And Many More

gaiiCwr B)empagensy @)erevflifium

OSSD gramap aupmis JF SRESTFLD GUDD SHTUTLD

OHTLTUBEDHD G

416-701-1763
05-471-3084
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FUTURE WAY FINANCIAL

SERVICES Inc.

Life RRSP RESP

Do you Have Mortgage

Insurances Wirth a Bank?)

L SIS STUURE)
Mortgage Insurance
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BOISNIL DML W6l

sJo1 HARAN
Invesiment / insurance Advisor

Direct:416-803-650
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DENTAL OFFICE

Dr. Chelliah YOGESWARAN
LISLIL. 6F.6urméasenelyeor

Dr. Nirmala SIVA
LIS HTwer &FeIr

Dr. Ashokbabu RAAMYA
LIGLT. S16FTHLT] FTIDUIT

| Scarborough Office:
Serving Scarborough & Markham ( McNicoll & Middlefield)
i 3300 Mcnicoll Ave,, Suite 202’
Scarborough, ON M1V 5]6
416.299.1868

Mississauga (Malton) Office:
Serving Malton, Brampton, Etobicoke, Rexdalg
Mississauga & Downsview { Goreway & Derry)

7125 Goreway Dr., Suite 206

Mississauga, ON L4T 4H3
905.673.7874

Braces, Root canals, General Dentistry

]

'P. Kayilasanathan

B.A (CEY) LLB (CEY)

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Gy
QULPES (G B6T,
SiBFHmEV
eflanen ez em,
weflgmiwmest
sflessTemLrIG 61T,
ei®, eSwrumg

610 & ITLIETT RIS 67T
RIS S - 6fDmev,
GOHDU QP& G s,
oursen 69UgE
BoRLRH Cammsev.

Qur. &WleVTFHTS 65T
seoigus umfleroLy

2401 Eglinton Av. East, Suite # 302
(Eglinton/Kennedy)
Scarborough, ON
MI1R 2M5

Tel.: 416-752 9561
Fax: 416-752 7262
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WFFTasT NTHBevotar SHiTHmsT Go66er0OSHT60T
GxmTemnevBUF GevsdasiD: 905 405 0011

Bipwy &G, dowend udey ssrf
Feouanf UEHFTLFT BHBOYRHITTITEY F5IHI5I56IT
(Hindu Priest & Registrar of Marriages)
5556 Whistler Crescent, Mississauga, Ontario.
QaremevBuél: 905-501-0011
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Independence.....

to the roads of Ontario and Scarborough that driving anywhere else is a pain and an annoy-
ance. If you want to go downtown, the smart move would be to park your car at Kennedy
and take the train down, it is just so much cheaper. If you want to live outside Ontario, you
have to get another licence, another test to pass to claim independence. So you become fear-
less and independent but within the comfort zones provided by the winding roads of your
home street.

How very much like life! Even as we grow and become individuals, we find ourselves return-
ing to the roads that take us home, no matter how bumpy and battered they are. By the time
you get your G, you have already figure out all the best ways to get to places from your home.
These routes remain with you and most often, your body will automatically remember the way
home, even when your mind doesn’t. The finale G test that you studied for was just a compe-
tency test to make sure that you could function at the same level. The paths that you take with
the G are determined by the process you go through to get your licence, and you find that even
though you may want to drive a different route, most times you just want to be home.

Insurance Quotes and the Price of Gas

At this point, you are probably wondering why I called Independence Interdependence? Just as
there is little difference between the G and the G2 (come on, we all did the same things with
our G2 as we are doing with the G, regardless of restrictions), there is little difference between
Independence and Interdependent. We may take independent action but it is always tampered
by the voices in out head that sound like our mom, dad, driving teachers and so on. By this
point, we have become independent drivers who are dependant on more factors then the ones
we started out with as kids. It is no longer just parents and peers but societal regulations and
the economy. We act based on the price of gas, fear of insurance price hikes, and worry about
the other drivers on the road (there are some real crazies out there-but not you, of course).

Honestly, the question of independence becomes tied up to two very important factors {espe-
cially for an underpaid, underemployed, under twenty-six year old driver), insurance quotes
and gas prices. Who can afford a car when you are looking at ninety cents a litre for gas and
over two hundred dollars for insurance? If independence is G licence and a car, well, I have
half of that equation. The other half will have to wait until I get a more dependable paycheck.

The Cycle begins again!?

Thus, in my eyes the only perk of being Independent and having your G licence is the power
of never having to take a test organized by another person, again (unless you move out of
Ontario- never mind). You may think that [ have been too simplistic and harsh in this article,
and you could be right. But when I got my licence how much we can try and work for some-
thing, only to realize that it didn't change anything or that we already had when we wanted
struck me. Independence exist no matter what stage of the licence process you are at, it may
not be the independent we imagine and understand from TV but it is Independent, none the
less. So I end this article with this though, would a 2005 Yamaha FJR1300 make me
Independent?]
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EASY HOME BUY

el(® eurmhi&Beun?
alhaGeun?
Buying?
Sclling?

Mortgagce

Fur 2 big degision Call
KIRUBA KIRUSHAN
416-414-5562
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DOWN pAYMENT
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YOUR DREAM HOME"
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UNEMPLOYED 2

"If you are receiving E.1. OR
finished E.I. recently ...
You May Be Eligible For HRDC Funding”
Call Us for Details.....

(416] 285 9941

Diploma Programs

- Computerized Accounting

- Personal Support Worker (PSW)
- Medical Office Assistant (MOA)
- Business Administration

Gomputek

SCARBOROQUGH CAMPUS

Scarborough, ON
{Kennedy & Eglinton Ave. East)
Above Public Library
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Affiliate
Reality Inc.
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Businecss: 416-281-4900
Residence: 416-298-8643
Dager 416-281-490C0

Thiravie Murugesu

BA. (Ceylon)
Sales Representative.

11721 Sheppard Ave. East,
Toronto, ON.
M1B 1G3
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"DR. ILLANGO & ASSOCIATES
Dental Office

1t s 7 e S s e

BRACE FOR A GREAT SMILE

lcaaesccal Lo AEFenaFullst FHev FHIGNBBHEITGVILD

sio gl Goemeu

DR. M. ILLANGO

B.D.S. Dip. Orth (Oslo), General Practitioner Mainly Orthodontics
UPBDM PURGUBSSD USuSILT

Dr. SABAPATHY RAVEENDRAN
B.D.S, M.S, F.D.S.R.C.S (Eng), General Practitioner

DR. ALl ADIPBFAR
D.D.S, M.D, F.R.C.D (C), Plastic Surgeon

Dr. MEHRAN MOJGANI

D.D.S, Dip.Perio, Gum Specialist, usoya eeauphiu Bysmiy

Dr. JANAKI ILLANGO

B.D.S, @®wu us emaupBu

Dr. FELOMINA NOLASCO

B.D.S, @@y us emeupBuy

DR. ILLANGO & ASSOCIATES

SCARBOROUGH OFFICE MISSISSAUGA OFFICE
3852 Finch Ave. East, Units 204, 303 3025 Hurontario St., # 102
Scarborough, ON Mississauga, ON
(416) 292-7004 (905) 270-7844
S 5 @eusd . goemev 2004
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