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MESSAGE FROM
THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF
RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

I'am glad to send this message of felicitations for the Souvenir published by the
Department of Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs on the occasion of the Annual
Research Seminar, organized by the Department.

I am made to understand that the Department of Hindu Religious and Cultural
Affairs organize research seminars every year on various topics, such as Tamil
Linguistics, Tamil folklore, Tamil Drama and Theatre, Hindu Temple and Architec-
ture, Fine Arts in Hinduism etc.

This year the Department is organizing a Seminar on Sangam Literature and the
community of that period. The Sangam period contains a lot of rich literature which
deals with the Economy, Culture, Civilization, Urban development, Highway Fa-
cilities and Trading activities of the Tamils during the period.

Thope the scholars who will gather for the Seminar will submit valuable articles
about the life and civilization of the Sangam period Tamil community.] am confident
“that the participants of the Seminar will be much benefited.

As with the research books published by the Department during the past years,
I'hope this year's Seminar articles too may be compiled as a book for the benefit of
students who study Tamil as a subject in Colleges and the Universities.

I offer my sincere thanks to the Director and the Staff of the Department of
Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs for organizing a Research Seminar on a grand
scale.

Hon. Tissa Karalliyadda, M.P,
Minister of Indigenous Medicine &
Deputy Minister of ReligiousAffairs



MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY
MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

It gives me great pleasure in sending this message to the Souvenir which is
published on the occasion of the annual research seminar organized by the Depart-
ment of Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs.

The research seminar will focus not only on the Sangam Tamil Literature, but
also on the ancient way of living such as their culture, civilization, economy etc.

The scholars who participate in the seminar will have great opportunity of ex-
changing theirideas and contribute to produce a valuable documentation which will
be beneficial to the future generation specially students and researchers.

L take this opportunity to congratulate the Director and the members of the staff
of the Department of Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs who have made this a
successful research seminar.

B. N.Jinasena
Secretary
Ministry of Religious Affairs
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S.LE. 55 to 57 of 1910, New Indian Antiquary, Vol. I. -
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1. S.LE. 621 to 623 of 1926, Annual Report on Indian Epigra-
phy (LE) 225 & 286 of 1963 - 64
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% 9.10 - Recital of Devaram

(g 1.30-4.30 - Session |, Il

INAUGURAL CEREMONY

Chairman

Prof, 5. Pathmanathan,
Professor Emeritus

Chief Guest

Hon. Tissa Karaliyadda

Minister of Indigenous Medicine &
Deputy Minister of Religious Affairs
Guests of Honour

Mr.B.N. Jinasena .

Secrefary, Ministry of Religious Affairs

Dr. R. Krishnamoorthy
Chief Editor, Thinamalar, Chennai

Prof. K. Sivathamby
Professor Emeritus

Prof. T. Kumaravadivel
Vice Chancelior, University of Jaffna

. Prof. S. Ravindranath
Vice Chancellor, Eastemn University of Snilanka

PROGRAMME
‘ 9.00 AM - 11.30 AM
9:00 - Lighting the Qi Lamp

Miss Bavani Sunthararajah,
Development Assistant
Department of Hindu Refigious & Cultural Afiairs

Welcome Address
Mr. S. Theivanayagam,

Asst. Director
Department of Hindu Religious & Cultural Affairs

Benediction
Srimath Swami Athmaghanananda
Head, Ramakrishna Mission, Colombo.

Inaugural Address

Mrs. Shanthi Navukarasan, ¢
Director, Department of Hindu Religious & Cultural Affairs

-Address by Chairman

Prof. S, Pathmanathan . ®
Address

Prof K. Sivathamby

Address
Dr. R. Krishnamoorthy

g
oS

CULTURAL PROGRAMME
’ 4.30PM. - Lighting the Oil Lamp

4.35 PM. - Recital of Devaram

Mr. Kanagasabapathy Nageshwaran,
Senior Lecturer, University of Sabragamuva

. - Welcome Address

Mrs. Shanthi Navu Navukarasan,
Director, Department of Hindu Religious &
Cultural Affairs

Il

. - Address by Guests of Honour
Prof. K. Kumaravadivel
Vice Chancellor, University of Jaffna

Prof. S. Ravindranath
Vice Chancellor, Eastern University

Mr. B. N. Jinasena
Secretary, Ministry of Religious Affairs

+

Address by Chief Guest

Hon. Tissa Karaliyadda
Minister of Indigenous Medicine &
Deputy Minister of Religious Affairs

Book Launching Ceremony
{Departmental Publications)

. - Introduction

DrR. Knshnamoorthy

Prof. K. Naachchimuthu,

Department of Tamil, University of Kerala
Prof. V. Arasu

Department of Tamil Literature, University of Chennai

7.20 P.M. - Dance - Students of Natya Kala Mandir
Choreography: Mrs. Vasugi Jegatheeswaran

You are cordially invited to attend the ceremony.

Shanthi Navukkarasan
Director

Department of Hindu Religious
& Cultural Affairs
248 1\1 Galle Road, Colombo 4
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