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FORWARD

Mrs. Ramalingam’s book on women and education in Sri Lanka poses
anumber of important questions about the field - its complex history,
its relation to religious movements and missionary activity , its specific
role in cultural life its success and failure and responds to them in a
manner that demonstrates a through familiarity with the subject, a
willingness to undertake serious research;, and a capacity to make
judgments that are insightful and persuasive. The author preserves,
for the most part, a tone of neutrality and objectivity, although there
are moments of righteous indignation, particularly in the sections
that deal with Arumuga Navalar’s willful obstinacy and partriarchal
bias.

Itis a truism to claim that Sri Lankan Tamils, for a variety of
reasons, have in the past few centuries stressed the importance of
education. Predictably, this community has produced a large number
of intellectuals whose contribution has been substantial. In this
narrative, what is often not recognized is that women did not always
have access to education, and when they did, they faced a number of
social pressures. Education remained very much a male preserve,
denied to women. The challenges faced by women, their commitment,
and their eventual success become the underlying preoccupation of
this book.

This study is clearly the culminating point of a long period of
research. The study evolved under the guidance of major scholars,
underwent several changes over the years, and has finally reached its
present form. In the process of not rushing her work, the author has
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given herself the space to think through many of her ideas, ensure
coherence and continuity, and provide a holistic reading. As a
contribution to scholarly literature about the field, Mrs. Ramalingam’s
work is nothing short of excellent. The book will serve as crucial
resource material for students and researchers. For both the general
and informed reader, this book is likely to be essential reading.

Chelva Kanaganayakam
Director/Centre for South Asian Studies
Professor/Department of English
University of Toronto.
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