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Science in the service of mass murder of

female Babies

Amniocentesis is a scientific technique that
was intended to be used in detecting genetic
abnormalities of a foetus. 1In India, 1t is
currently being used as a means for sex deter—
mination. By comparison to other countries
amnjocentesis is  quite expensive in India.
Yet not only upper class women, but even
working class women have a~cess to the test.
A recent survey revealed that when women
found out their foetus was female, many
chose to abort. Many argue that it was
better to spend a bit of money now for an
abortion than have to pay a lortune for a
girl’s future marriage. <

The controversy began a few years ago
when the rerults of several reports  were
published in popular Indian magazines and
journals. Many of the results were horrifying
Cf 8,000 abortions following amniocentesis
1,99+ were found to involve female foctuses.
In addition between 1978 to 1983, it is
estimated that 78,000 female foetuses were
aborted after sex determination Test in India.

Women have always been the ones burdened
with the effects of family planning practices.
Harmfu] effects of pregnancy tests, contraceptive
pills, Anti-pregnancy injections and unhygienic
camps for mass sterilisation of women are
Just a few of the drawbacks often overlooked
by the family planning policy makers,

India has a history of killing female
children by putting opium on the mother’s
nipple, by putting the afterbirth over the
child’s ace, and by ill treating its daughters.
Even today, temale members of the family
get inferior  trestment as far as food,
medication, and education is concerned. When
a girl grows up she is further harassed about

in India

her dowry. Many social scientists ask
whether or not it is better to die
rather than be ill treated. Does the
birth of millions of unwanted girls
improve the status of women? To
think that it is better to kill a
female child whose sex is not highly
valued in the society. Next people
will rationalize that it is better to
kill the poor rather than let them
suffer poverty and deprivation! how
hoirifying. ! :

But what can be the long term
implications if such trends continue?
India is one of the few countries
where the female - to - male ratio
is declining. Economists often say
that if the supply of women is
reduced, women’s status will be
enhanced.

According to this logic, women
won’t be burnt alive because of
insufficient dowry because they won’t
be an easily replaceable commodity.
But the Economists torget the
socio-cultural milieu in which women
have to live. A society that treats
women as mere sex object will not
treat women in a more humane

.way just because they are in scarce

supply. On the contrary, in many
local communities, there is a negative

correlation between the female/male
sex ratio and the incidence of rape,
abduction and forced polyandry.

Another argument in favour of
sex determination test is one which
touts the my'h of the ideal balanced
family, It is argued that women



who have one or more daughters should
be allowed to abort their daughters and
try again to produce a son. This concept
of balanced family is extremely sexist
and very frightening. Could a couple
undergo amniocentesis to get rid of a
male foetus, just so that they could have

a daughter in order to balance their
family? No, never’.

Time and again it is stated that
women themselves go for the test out
of their own free will. It is a question
of a women’s choice. But are there
choices made in a social vacuum?

Women are socially conditioned to believe
that unless they produce one or so male

children, they have no social worth.
They are harassed, and even deserted
by their husbands and in-laws if they

fail to produce a male child.

It is true that feminists all over the
world d2mand the right of women to
control their own bodies and choose
whether or not to have children. They

7

have also fought for free legal and safe
abortions, But these issues should be
viewed in a different context in developing
countries becaure imperialism and racism
are often major forces working to
control coloured populations. Population
control advocates often endorse women’s
rights and then divert attention from
the real causes of the population problem.
lack of food, Economic  security,
drinking water and safe clinical facilities;
these factors have created a situation
where women must have between two
and six children in order to have at least
one surviving male child. Thisis a root
of the population problem. The women’s
centres are undertaking edvcational
campaigns te help combat this problem.
Most  women’s groups feel - - that
amniocentesis should be permitied only
under strict governmental control and.
only for the detection of genetic
abnot malities.

Eliminate inequality, not women.

Courtesy;, women in action

P

of "the world’s property.” .

«“Marxism - Leninism teaches us that a theory'isolated from
practice is dead, and practice which
revolutionary theory is blind,”

«Women constitute haif the world’s population,
nearly two-thirds of its work hours, receive one tenth of
the world's income aud own less than one hundredth (1%)

is not ‘illumined by

perform

(U N Report 1980)
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