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POVERTY :

Poverty which does not fit in with righteousness

causes a man to be regarded as a stranger even by
the mother who bore him.
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= - Thé‘ ﬁr_St of its kind

The Saiva Siddhanta Samaja Conferénce_

(As reported in the Siddhanta Deepika of [anuary 1907)

The Saiva Siddhanta Samaja Conference, the first
- of its kind held on the 26th, 27th, 28th of December
last under the Presidency of the Hon'ble P. Rama-
nathan must be pronounced a great success. The
utmost capacity of ‘the hall chosen for its sittings

" was azbout a thousand: and it was crowded from the -

beginning to the end, the admission being by ticketsz
There were representatives and delegates from every
Tamil District, and some had come even from ‘Secun-
drabad. The interest in the meeting never flagged at
any time, though the sittings continued over 'several
hours each day. The president’s speech was listened
to with rapt attention, and he continued his address
even on the second day. In it he told us the story
of his own religious evolution, and in describing
the crisls in his life, he completely broke down, and
there was asob- In his voice and tears streamed
- down his eyes3 A thrill ran through the whole au-
dience. The whole audience felt as one, and were
filled with the deepest emotion: The pause was
filled up by the singing of a few Devaram Hymns.
The address were all Oral and a few In English. The
speakers displayed great good sense in observing the
time limit and in not wandering from the subject
- in hand. ’ ~

- But the president’s speech surpassed them all,
* We had all heard that he was an able speaker In
English, but his speeches in Tamil surprised us all no
fittle. His diction was pure and simple and elegant
and he showed himself a master [n the handing of
it. Several of the speakers spoke very well indeed.
The president expounded his view of Vedanta and

Siddhanta but It was not very clear, and he assured

- ys however that his view of Vedanta was not thag
of mayawade. He quoted the text from Thirumantra,

C S6n 8. Qm@umn@u ,ua'sru:rr A
S0P vassTH poLULLE PO

508 vowd sorwupp GunGs

P Paepu wrfw anBp.

and proceeded to say that it was inexplicable how the
jvatma of the nature of Sivam came to be bound.
There might be a slight differenee in the way the
text Is read by Mr. Ramanathan and Ourselves. “and
at any rate we feel certain that the Siddhanta never
postulates  that the Supreme Sivam become bound,

. And the sincerest thanks of

_and any view opposed to this can never be reconcili--

able with the siddhanta.

Among followérs of Sangara, some do raise the
question, ‘‘How the pefect became the imperfect®’
and some do not raise the question and such views
have been dealt with elsewhere by Mr. Nallasamipiliai-
In all other respects, in his plea for a higher life and
the means for attaining it, we fully endorse his views:
the whole Saiva public
is due to the Hon‘ble Gentleman for his having under-
taken all the troublea to come over from Ceylon and

for his having so ably presided at the sittings of the

conference. =

The following were the speakers and the subjects
handled by them. 1. Mr.J. M. Nallasamipillai B. Az
B. L. The Universality of Saiva Siddhanta. 2. Mr,
Pandit Nagal Vedachalampillai Pranayamam, 3. Mr. R. S.

Shanmuga Mudaliyar Siddhanta and Science. 4. Mr, S.

Gnanasikamani Mudaliyar B. A. The place of Saiva Sid=
dhanta in Indian Philosophy. 5. Mr. P. M. Muttiahpilfat
Dasakariam. 6. Mr. N. Thankavel Mudaliyar Geeva-
karunyam. 7. Mr. Thillainayaga Mudaliyar Siddhantz
Kalvinalam. 8. Mr. S. Palvanna Mudaliyar Diksha. 9

s

Astavathanam M. P. Kalyanasundara Mudaliyar Saiva Sid-
- dhanta. - 10. Mr. S. Gnanasikamani Mudaliyar B. A. Pasz

Lakshana. 1l. Pandit Mr. N. Vedasalam Theistic aspect
Saiva Siddhanta. '

Great credit was due to the Secretary Mr. C.§
Ponnusami Mudaliyar for all the arrangements made by
him and the delegates and visitors who had come from
the different parts of the Presidency owe their deepest
gratitude for the very kind hospitalicy shown by him:

We hope the secretary will get the whole proceedings

with the speeches published in phamphlet form at am

early date. : - *®
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““‘William James ‘has observed that the basis and
essentials of the Hindu Culturé lie in two facts or propo-
sitions, the first of them being the visible world is part -
of a wider and more spiritual universe from which it drew -
its deep significance. The second idea Is that the union -
or harmonious relation with that higher universe is the
true end of human thinking and human life. Prayer or-
inner communion is the way and method by which this
contact is established between the visible world and .its
continuity the spiritual universe.*’
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