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GREAT SAYINGS

Imagination is ‘poor substitute fot experience.
The only way to have a friend is to be one.
Charecter is greater' than intellegence.

A good tongue is a good weapon.

Mind employed is mind enjoyed.

Observation s the best teacher.

Man is the image of his thoughts

Bravery is a quality of the soul.

God is perfection of beauty.

10. All doors are open to courtesy.

I1. The end of education is man maklng

12, Anxiety is the rust of life.

13. Useless laws weaken necessary ones.

I4. Prayers will succeed when thoughts are pure.
15, Discipline is the expression of culture.
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(Cont’) :
The Tamil View of Life \

Un Jntweduction te

Thiruvzlluvar's KURAL

— S. NATESAN —

The Kural shows not only the moral insight of
its author but also his vide learning and practicai experi-
ence. A couplet under the chapter entitled Destiny
in this work recalls, by its close similarity of thought
and mode of expression, a verse In the Dhamma
Pada which speaks about the divergence of the road
leading to wealth and the road leading to Nirvana.
Thiruvalluvar was no less familiar with the tenets of
Budhism and Jainism than with those of the Hindu
Philosophical systems.  There is ample evidence to
support the popular idea that he sought to provide
a common meeting ground of these different schools
of thought in the kural. He was well acquainted with

“sanskrit works. particularly thase on Government the

subject known as Artha Sastra. It is -however, note
worthy that in dealing extensively with this subject in
kural, he does not adopt some of Machiarelian features
of Kautilyas Artha Sastra. the well-known treaise
in Sanskrit, but he insists that Government should
always subserve the ends of justice and morality. He
compares ‘the minister who promotes his kings re-
sources by questionable means to one who Irjes to
store up water in a pot of unburnt clay. His “poli-
tical maxims have a remarkable vajidity even in the

- changed circumstances of politics in the modern world.

One cannot miss the authentic tone personal knowledge
which is conveyed by Thiruvalluvar's maxims on the
art of Government and one cannot help confirming the
view which has been held by some scholars that he
personally helped a prince, known as Elela Singam in
governing a territory near Madras and that this prince
might be identified with the famous Elara, who became
a king of Ceylon and whose just rule is recorded in
the Ceylon Chromicle Mahavamsa. )

(Will Follow)
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