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This anecdote serves to show not oaly the
pre-eminent position v:hif:.h the kural occupies
amongst the works of Tamil Literature but also
its universal character. There is inde2d no aspect
of life on which the book does not touch. Itis
extolled as the Tamil Veda. It contains the
quintessence of the wisdom of the Tamil. Yt is

the one book in Tamil Literature which reflects
more than any other work, the Tamil view of
life.

_ Though the Kural is essentially an expression
of the Tamil view of life, it has a vide, Catho-
lic, and Universal out look It is non-sectarian.
and its Authority has been accepted not only by
the Hindu religious teachers belonging to different
schools of thought, but by gain and Budihist
Authors who have muade a Considerable Contri--
bution to the development of Tamil Literature.
In modern times, it hac evoked the admiration
of some Christians Missionaries, who devoted
themselves to a study of the Tamil Language.
The late Dr. G. U. Pope to wiiom we owe a
scholarly Enclish translition of the Kural, spoke
of it ‘‘asthe one oriental book, much of whose
teaching is an echo of the sermoan on the mount’’.
It might be mentioned in this connection that
the Kural has been translated not only into
English, but into Latin, French, German and
some other languages. Therz are about ten Eng-
lish translations of the book and one of the
translaiors is Rajaji, the distinguised Ex-Governor
General of India. The Kural was one of the
books which made a profound empression om
Mahathma Gandhi. *
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