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Firmness in Action
However strong they may otherwise be, the

world has no regard for them who have no regard
for firmness of action.
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Continied

Natesan on SGhitublural ‘

A passing reference might be made here
to the attitude which Thiruvalluvar adopted
towards some of the issues which assumed impor-
rance during his age. Though a supporter of the
Vedic Religion, he does not countenance the
killing of animals for Vedic Sacrifices.

<<t is better to abstain from killing a living
being and eating its flesh than [to perform a
Thousand sacrifices, pouring oblations into the
fire’® he says. At the same time, turning to the
critics who, while condemning Vedic Sacrifices
are not averse to eating the flesh of the animals,
killed by others’® he says. <‘If thcre is no one to
eat the flesh of animals, there will be no one to
kill animals and offer their flesh for sale’’ Neither
does he adopt the extreme and impracticable ahimsa
docirine of the jains who condemn agriculture
as sinful occupation, because ploughing
the earth causes the death of some of the minute
living organisms in the scil. On the contrary he
commends agriculture as the most benificial occu-
pation in the world. He does not attach imper-
tance to birth or caste. << All are born alike *’
he says, <‘it is their deeds that give distinction
to men’’. Again he says, “One is not noble because
of one’s birth in a family of high rank; one is
not low, because of one’s blrth in a family of
low rank.”’ With regard to the Brahmins he says
like the Buddha, those who are compassionate
towards all living beings are to be called Brah-
mins.
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Divine Nectar
by

Swami Sivananda

1. A guilty mind always suspects others.

2. Be prompt in doing all things.

Respect the counsel of your parents.
Do not injure’ another man’s reputation.

LV S SO

Never try to appear what you are not.
Keep company with the vertuous.

Keep your mind from evil thoughts.
Contentment is immerse wealth.

Health is the first wealth."

10. A clear Conscience is a soft pillow.
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