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ATHYA SA

BAB

A CENTRE OF COLOMBO

The very First Sai Organisation in Shri Lanka

Gompletes Twenty Five Years of Sai Service

Sri Sathya Sai Baba Centre of
Colombo is one of the senior most
organisation among the Sai organisa-
tions in Shri Lanka. No doubt it is
the oldest one in Colombo. All other
Sai organjsations in the city and
suburbs came into being much later.

But, however, there were certain
heuseholds in Colombo where the
pictures of Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai
Baba were kept and prayers offered
to, by the family members of such
households. One such house that
could be mentioned of was the house
of late Dr. R. K. Pillai at Bambala-
pitiya.

Sri Sathya Sai Baba Center of
Colombo completed 25 years of Sai
service in the year of 1991 and it
celebrated the Silver Jubilee on the
25th of January 1992.

This organisation germinated as
a Home Bhajan Centre on Thursday
the 9th of June 1966, at 21 Van Royan
Street, now known as A. G. Hinni-
appuhamy Mawatha, Colombo 13.
The pioneers who started the Sai
Bhajans were Dr. { Miss) A. Ganesal,

Sri V. Narayanadas, Miss. V. Para
sakthi, Sri. S. Selladurai and few
others.

After the first Bhajan, some of
the Sai devotees were summoned for a
meeting, which was held at the Rajes-
wari Educational Institute, on Sunday

12.6.1966. and a Chairman, Secretary
and a committee were elected.

The first Chairman thus elected
was Sri. S. Selladurai and the first
Secretary was Dr. Miss. Ganesal. The
organisation was called Sri Sathya
Sai Baba Satsang. Thereafter Bha-
jans were being held regularly on
every Thursday at 21, Van Rooyan
Street, Colombo 13, then known as
‘Sai Illam’

In the same year 1966, November
23rd the first public Bhajan was
organised at Kamala Mody Hall, on
the 40th Birthday of Bhagavan
Sri Sathya Sai Baba. Sri C. Kirthi
Mody was present and he recorded
the entire songs sung at the Bhajan
on a tape, which he still preserves

Within a few months the Sai
Bhajans became very popular and the
attendance reached more than a
hundred. Anti-Sai elements around the
place became a little agitated and
they threatned the Sai devotees to
stop the Bhajan.

The owners of the premises came
to know of this threat, got scared
and asked the Saji devotees to move
out of the place.

The Sai devotees had no alterna-
tive but to vacate. At this point,
one of those who were attending the
Thursday Bhajans, Sri T. A. Kathiresu,
by name, offered a place in his home
and the Bhajan moved into 109,
Barber Street, Colombo 13

By S. Ramanathan

General Secretary (1990 - 1991)
Sri Sathya Sai Baba Centre of
Colombo, Shri Lanka.

In 1967 March 23, the Sai Baba

Satsang made arrangements to observe
the Maha Sivarathri for the first

time and wrote a letter to Sri Sathya
Sai Baba asking Him for Blessing.

There was no reply from Bhaga-
van for some time. So, an urgent
telegram was sent to Him and He
gave His reply by anether URGENT
telegram, under His own Merciful
Hand which read ‘MY BLESSINGS’-
‘BABA.’

Normally Baba does not write to
the Samithies or to the Centres
direct. It is only His officials who
do the writing on His behalf. But
in our case He had seen that an
urgent telegram be sent under His
own Name. This was something rare
and unique.

Baba’s  telegram is  highly
treasured and placed with reverence
in the Master File of our organisation.

£ rinéthya Sai Baba
No other organisation in Shri Lanka
would have received such a Blessed
eommunication from Baba under His

own Name, for which we consider
ourselves fortunate,

In 1970 the Executive Committee

| wanted to have the Satsang raised

to the status of a Samithi. But there
was objection from certain quarters.

(Continued on Page 12)
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Sri Sathya Sai Baba......
(Continued from Page 11)

By this time there bhad sprung up
another Sai organisation in Colombo
and it had got itself registered as a
Seva Samithi.

The Chairman of that organisation
maintained that there could be only
one Samithi in a city and went on
saying that all others were ° Bogus
Samithies.”

By this time Sri S. T. Sivanayagam
had become an eordinary committee
member of Satsang and he was sent
as a special delegate to the Second
World Conference of Sai organisa-
tions held at Puttaparthi, in the year
1975 with the responsibility to discuss
with the World Council office and
obtain the sanction to raise the
Satsang to the status of a full-fleged
Samithi.

By the Grace of Bhagavan, it was
very forturate that Sri Sivapayagam
was nominated at the Plenary Sess-
jon, to serve on the committee set
up to Draft and Revise Rules and
Regulations regarding Overseas Sai
organisations. Sri S. Sitaram from
U. K. was chosen as the Chairman
of the Rules and Regulation Commi-
ttee.

At this committee Sri Sivanaysgam
took up the issue of having more
than one Samithies in big cities and
it was positively respended and
finaliy the World Council accepted
the recommendation of the Rules
and Regulation Committee. Thus,
our Sathsang gained the status of
a Samithi and was subsequently named

as ‘‘Sathya Sai Baba Centre of
Colombo.”
In the year 1979 ¢Sathya Sai

Baba Trust of Shri Lanka” was
formed. The By-laws governing the
Trust was placed at the Lotus Feet
of Sai Bhagavan and His Blessing
was obtained. This again, is the First
Sai Trust that was formed in Shri
Lanka.

The Trust was incorporated under
the Trusts Ordinance, authorised by
the Minister of Justice. and notified

in the Government Gazette (Extra-
ordinary) No 55/9 of Thursday,
September 27, 1979.

Sri Sathya Sai Baba Centre of
Colomb‘o is a'so the first Sai Organi-
sation in Shri Lanka to start a Bala
Vikas Class for Sai children.

From the inception of our Sai
organisation in 1966, up to the end of
1975, Sri S. Selladurai was the
Chairman of the organisation. In
1975 January Sri Sivanayagam was
elected President. He continues as
the President up to date, being elected
unanimously, year after year.

In 1987 December, the owner of
the premises 109, Barber Street, with
intention of reconstructing his house,
wanted the Sai Centre to quit the

premises.

There was no alternative. In 1988
January, with the permission of the
Western Division Education Depart-
ment and the assistance of Sri I.
Satkunam, Principal, the Sai Bhajan
was shifted to an upstair hall in the
Kotahena Tamil Vidyalaya

For more than a year, Bhajans
were held at the school hall. In
the meantime, some of our members
suggested that we request the use of
Kamala Mody Hall and move our
Bhajans over there.

Sri Kirti Mody and  Srimathi
Madhuri - Mody, on behalf of the
Kamala Mody Kala Kendra Trust,
were gracious enough to place the
use of the Hall for Sai Bhajans
on Saturdays and for other Sai

activities on  other days = when
required.

Sri Sathya Sai Baba Centre of
Colombo is extremely thank(ul to

Sri and Srimathi Mody for their
benevolent act  From 1989 May
6th, Eeswaramba Day, Sai  Centre
Bhajans and all other activities, up
to date, are being held at Kamala
Mody Hall, 26, Vivekaananda Hill,
Colombo-13.

From the founding of our Sai
organisation Sri S. Selladurai and

Sri §. T. Sivanayagam have been

its Chairman and President, respecti -

vely. Dr. (Miss) A. Ganesal, Sri R.
Murugiah, Sri P. Kanagarajah, Sri
K. Rajagopal and Sri V. T. Ratnam
had been Secretaries successively.

Sri Kanagarajah and Sri Ratnam
are no more with us. They have
attained the Golden Feet of Baba,
and we owe our respects to them
for the yeoman services they had
rendered. At this juncture, we should
also think with adoration of SriS.
Subramaniam who functioned as
the Co - Treasurer for some time
and passed away in Jume, 1991.

During the past 25 years, there
had been several benefactors who
have helped the growth of our Sai
Centre. To mention a few, they are,
late Sri'Chandrakanth C. Mody, late
Meihandan Sri R Ratnasabapathy,
late S. Nadarajah, Sri C. Raajadurai,
Sri G. D Srisena, Sri S. Selvaratnam,
Sri V. A. Rajah and Sri S. Sara-
vanabavan.

The activities. carried. out by our
Sai Centre during the past 25 years
had been manifold. Bhajans, Akanda
Nama Bhajans, Home Bhajans, Nagar
Sankeertan,  Laksharchana, Study
Classes, Yoga Asana Classes, Public
Celebrations eof various Religious
Festivals, Feeding of the Poor and
Invalids, Handicraft Exhibitions
organised by Mahila Vibag ete. etc.

Qur thanks are due to Brahmma
Sri  S. Sambasiva Sarma, the
Manager of Mody Hall and a member
of our Excoutive Committee for his
willing co-operation in all our endea-
vours.

We also express our gratitude
to. all the Members of our Executive
Committee, members of our Mabhila
Vibag, the . members of our Seva
Dal, the teaching staff of our Bala
Vikas, ;the Bhajan singers, and the
accompanying musiciars who bad
made the activities carried out by
our Sai Centre during the past 25
years ‘a success. Jai Sai Ram!.

Silver Jubilee Souvenir of
the Sai Centre of Colombo.

Courtesy: =
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With

Best Compliments
from

AMBAL CAFE

104, Armour Street,
Colombo 12.
Telephone :

330184 - 330185

N i e

Gl Al AR (R W o

“With
Best Camp[iment.;
from

L,

VEEYEN MILLS

Manufacturers of Dhail & Oii,
Pure Gingeliy Oif Speciai Quality For
Avurvedic Purpose

245, GRANDPASS ROAD,
| Pr.0.Box 1622, COLOMBO-14. |
1L_ Phone : 423049

With Best Comp[iments
1 from

Srilanka Trading
6 Agency Company |

E Agentfor Local & Imported Tyres & Tubes

i Office:

i 73, St Joseph Street, Colombo-14.
i Cabie : FRETRADE CE

| PHONE : 435521, 321500

| SALE :174/3, Messenger Street, |

i
i
L Colombo-12

With |
PBest Compliments Il
from |

7
{
|
{
|

1§ 3

i

| AC Video Vision

|l 104, ARMOUR STREET, 5
Il COLOMBO-12. Il
|\ J

i

1
1
:
{
|
1
i

’----------\
With

Best C omp[iments
frazrz

Nabeeza Traders

rers, Senerd f\/orﬂmmc
& Commission Age

207, KEYZER STREET,
COLOMBO-11.
Phone : 440887

\----------

rIIllllllllllllll\
With

Best Greetings

\-------

from

The Ossicnic Traders

F 41, Peopic's Park Complex,
Gas Works Street.
Coiombo - 11.

Phone : 445745
Fax: 94 -1 -445745
Telex : 22993 ROJAIR CE

’l.ﬂllll.l‘...ll..l’..‘

With
Best Compﬁments
H{rom

RASIAH & BROTHERS

22CT. SOVEREIGN
GOLD JEWELLERY DESIGNERS

192, SEA STREET,
COLOMBO -i1.

O..O...'......OC0.0.....
...OC..OCC..I.OOQOG.OGSO

¢ NN MCORCECRCRC RS0 RCRCROROR
With
Best Compliments

»

from

Med: Marketing

5-12, 3rd FLOOR

UPER M ‘\Rx(‘w L’\ MPLEX

RECLAMATION ROAD.
COLOMBO - 11.

T.P.: 4393034

Fax : 94-1-436304

Medical & Health Care Products
P e e S 000 0000000080

l-x-l-nnl-un--lnnnt

\\

i \
With '

Best Comp[iments
from

Sujatha Textiles

Direct Exporters, imporfersand |
Whoiesaie, Retail Texti'e ifi
i Dealers of All Variefies. i

4 " No. 82, 3rd Cross Street,
! Colombo-11.

o} 7 393D
\& hone : 326727 - 323215

|
/

Pioshine

No..89. Vanrooyan Street; Coiombo= 13. Shei Lanka:

Grestings From : ALL CEYLON AYYAPPA SERVA SANGAM = j
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