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DIVINE LOVE
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My Mother is here,

My Mother will take care of me.
O world, .
Do you believe that you .can
Touch me?

How?

I am in the bosom of my Mother,
Her infinite arms clad

About me,

Smother me

With infinite love.

No more can voices harm

Or eyes..betray

The venom hidden under

Sweetened lips.

No more! No more!

My Mother is here.

—STtUuAarRT GRAVYSON
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SRI SARADA DEVI —THE - HOLY MOTHER

By Hemanta CHANDRA VEDASHASTRI
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One Hundred and twelve years ago the Holy Mother was
born in a rural part of Bengal, quite close to the biith-
place of Sri Ramakrishna himself, to help and serve whom
and to fulfil whose spiritual mission she came into this
world. She was born dedicated to Sri Ramakrishna in
thought, word, and deed, even as Arjuna, the third
Pandava, was to Sri Krishna. Herself the very embodi-
ment of faith, devotion, service, and all other womanly
virrues, Sri Sarada Devi was fully conscious of her divine
mission and encouraged and inspired her saintly husband
in every way and at every step

The Holy Mother was married to Sri Ramakrishna

when she was very young; yet, she knew well enough-
in ‘her heart of hearts that she was to him more than a=
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mere wife in the worldly sense. So, she took upon her-
self most energetically the onerous task of moulding her
own life in order to be fit to act as his worthy disciple,
consort, and spiritual successor. She understood that her
noble husband had been engaged in a mission which
embraced the whole of humanity, irrespective of caste,
creed, or nationality and she fully co-operated with him
and adjusted herself accordingly. Like Sri Ramakrishna,
she too was completely free from any trace of sectarianism
or dogmatism. She never tolerated any encroachment upon
the individual freedom of thought, feeling, or action of
truth-seekers.

The Holy Mother lived throughout a most silent

and self-sacrificing life. She had absolutely renounced
all hankering for even the barest minimum of mundane
comforts and conveniences. Her life was a glowing

example of disciplined and non-egoistic struggle for progress
in the spiritual path. She was an ideal wife of an ideal.
hushaud whose wishes she always respected and carried
out most willingly.

She bore no ill will against anyone, not even
against those who might have caused her pain or grief.
Her life was, in short, resplendent and divine. She
would never brood over her misfortunes or difficulties, as
women are often wont to do. Because of her great and
noble qualities, all others regarded her as the Holy
Mother.

Her compassion was showered equally on all, without
any narrow discrimination. She was always ready to help
the needy and the afflicted to the best of her means.
She used to cook for, feed, and look after the numerous
devotees of Sri Ramakrishna. No sinner was ever turned
away from her door. Rather she would console him
(or her) and reform the person by bestowing motherly
care and affection.

Her piety was unequalled. Like a true devotee, she
felt blessed in her marital relation with Sri Ramakrishna,
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which relation she looked upon as a great privilege given
her for serving God in human form. Sri Sarada Devi
stands out as the typically ideal Indian woman—wifes
mother, and spiritual guide, all in one—representing the
best traditions of ancient Indian civilization, She presented
in her life whatever is noblest and best in womanly
virtues and spiritual realizations in the annals of Indian
cultural heritage,

— Prabuddha Bharata, Dec. 1953.
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