





i gotd a5

il

** G ou el

Wl ami

-

“HILIT G

oarse’







@wm&m‘rg)gﬁ‘ ;r;m_as &‘,(w

LJ/ng.dJo’)J/f.

LICHSTCL LeweuF

FomFLNAr I 1o Fr HiTsir Far

LB e

sry §
F. AHHuirsrbsHsr

e @ WwIraILL
e orenomL A weir missfleir Cuafl @
' 1967



Mannar District Local Bodies
5 Publication No. 3

CNANASQOUNDARLI

Edited by
S. VITHIANANTHAN, M. A., Pb. D.,

University of Ceylon
PERADENIYA

First Edition 1967

Price Rs. 3-00



(Lp (Tl & GOT & %0 af Lpm o L

o susTwL @un@l'_am'_@u{fo
5.6-67, 6-6-67, 7-6-67

(sorfd & eoAfSurarsedi)

rpdHte s arqpd uGdsdigih Abseragd aurapth
ugSsaignd gowdstucL  JyGsed sorndrphsad
adry e uwWlissyliyrdr Quingd QCrAwrm Sorwsdrpb
wd @il yCsed sorwedrpGw. gorw IrGssd semrwelr pr
st sLmwEsTEd Ao TS GEAsTHYDD SWHSHEA
s%r SeftuGsr gowd Qupldrpar. HEDO VAT
GrCsed sarwdrpd Asrféflursd a2 alpralldor pL s
Gasr® oaCuryrar@ld UYFUUg Ibsrisder LY A
alpralha e-ullf S g6 wamwuyb psfussudmsyd dsrBs
Adrpg. Maardr® oOdr wrsd 5.6 6-b T-b BT saflsd
poLQupd sZalpreesr  alasrud  Quralsrub
a%wdstul@drarg. Q@m Brighpess & aarfeduyd
Asrfd aerjdfuyd yufud rdrugdor CICEY LT LG
Csr@ wr@sri_ wasafldr Agrnsd HIdA@SSowyd sé
Qedadansuyd CpAhsdr@Asrararajb @dialpr & sajldy p 5.

ow NrGssd sorwdvpd Srroiypdsd &vallprajb
Sasrud Qurmlsriduyd QsrarLr@ugy DICx apsdr
QpopUrEh. war@Fd UrGssdfdr GppsarcrRAwwrs
Seriigug pHRsd. soaeridfullgid apEhisafgudrar
sorwdr pliadr apér H%oulléd BpRsrpar. sTarCGa ap@phSild
@asfpr syovag Qurgisorards. FsADH sWaAprdadr
sT@dH, @uBurgrarGd psrsg wisGar Huhpopd &r®B
safdufd gdlgrésarrd uvwaflldZo. QaQarm JArCssd
S gy porer Aprotisald Qdalliprdsde s@IUCS Aurmmd swr
arg. SArrogSdr wdadr prigd e uilf prg 6. S sGer
dusrusms Amsd Asbuul; sWidsdudons yPfwal
Lrg Guefdsriuai. aaorGa Qdardr® Ads%allpr



Pwhssilp CsrarLr diu@ug wsAusgaud ardpbssg;
dp JdyCssd awrvd phsesd Ff TEGSHSTL®G.

DésZvallpr apmissid algralHlser yowdstiul
Spps Quall sy fGe poCQugid. @D b Q@ JUBEFTS
Drwr@. applsst e dreprrl A waTPL WPEHHESHD QU
Spps Quefll Hrmflor gowvlug paTapupAwrgd. KO
uGHUlst &% warjdfds DG Cumpsalurs RHEGD. e
@i0 GyCssd sorwsdrpw Qaidarg svailpral g o Gar
L3S0 dphbs Gaualurhdiosd siiy el a0GEdr o g.
sl L bualgub, Ns%rd AsrLibg ws @b, Ui
Qurpg gpmhsaligw SHphs CaslughEGsds oS
ul@srerer. Qumy JNFCgsesd swrws phusdr deliurg 6 g ®
a5.

1964-1db gy h& svalpralp o) SyarEalwrf wer
B0 pLpsCurs HH @b AuesFrsoTwursd Csrerer
ULL g QuwwsTETE CsrLfps @auQur®m &vailpraiaib
fpliure poLdupy uGAS pE. QdarcrGs svalpr
afled @ubwarpr® appbIw DhshT BEaflgud ApOurs gamwuyh
sTer T FfuinfSsIuGAdrp g. or@sri i Lo myub 26T @Y
dwroyd Qérg Cside afleel udsdrd aphdd
Qaeryalldfdrper e dieprrlidl wa prusd. HSFL&T &%
alpraied prismsdrg swrflliCGuray yPlapsbaed g rdr
PISLsEpDd uphisiuBd. Udskd sPsl ulLgrisds e g
alyrelr smgag wyyupdu aardsap Gaalpraisd Qv
Quaib, e srepyrl s wdrphsdr Yaiary sSoaumiss Quf
wrjsdnd QawraltiuCasr® wrlgsric yeoaj wher bl s
urgw eEEroteaybsfl prssmst uFANSH werETLgE
QauslllGldrpar. e_drcprsl A wsir phsdar FPod Fwd Usohd
b FRuCyBLUg Curpphaflug. DbsTd JHbodrps
S fleh cped g QuaflufLrwib.

drsrrusd JyGssd sawrwe prisla ahs Crrésnsends
ars YowssCsr b5 Crrésmadnr WPhPawd HopCadhn
ousddrp g wed @FC JSrCssrd smrwerp. psd Hrafisd wer
@0 Ag8sel) urL Frlvsafidh Qs FLOT Brs HehdAadr
@ dQugb. @uebtLrd Brer weTE)FLO Uy CsedH ayeh or
apedh @ st fwurdarfsaildr ugSasaflsdmba Osfabeslwdiuc

S g

k-



"y, v

Srws priser &2 flehd AGer eafldfsd per. apdrmd Brer
&% yoj T alwnrf wasrsr®@ poLunpdd ps. Qub
apsr gy priseflgud elaerwd  Qurglsrifyd Qo
Qumder pg. DbH&DEFHser wrejd wiCsricdmdCauyfu
svadr, msliuci, alusrw’ Qur@plsdr @ sedlweas b dlesr
Sr$fomu Sploryd NP EHAsTe ereud, alBSHael g
wajéfowsd SAsLUBSsad o saub  apd @b Brissd
&smEg wyy uppd B bug aladsapd gy wrdv b
soroupm alyorer s Briswe pb gealld@w ‘yopHrs
sera)’ sTelt @b HrLsapd, LremauuLi aiamfdep Bris weé P
Serflsdh sHTQwrest Brisip Aedal Aeafl apd5éGwry
SaurBluileédr ugg Briguwapd, STy BL 6T pd, ailsh QIiurL Bib
Up Jrlses wésafldr sZvadamd ascbr® uvwshdup usSadr
dsflsfdrpar. aar@au wrall $FHHCs e fu sZvsdmwy
CarfidsZryd HPbgoarsarab, Qupmplupdu urbs
Iflwanyd e srfmayd uwilpfowuyd AGSHAedwuab,
Suppler srémg e wissad, glorw Uy Cs & i & ep L 67
svgadgry Garstarab @aalpr e syfddips. FowGw
Ur@ssd senwerpd GeliwlBaidbrgw uswmflssr.

ewflw @GPldCGar@pd slvoraTul CsradTL W E)FL
UgGsed sorwdrpsdlsr dgramr® swsGs Qsriibs
AL das  CGauehr Gub.






\/

L BhEradad

o

Gz b mrasmis

Introduction

EMBHE & WS

BrL&0 um g Hyiser

urn g Sydisafisr ey G srans

EhmerEFa| b5 BT &b

udsd

ix

XV

xvi



Wweir @y wrLL 2 6Ty d 0 68T 1 & 6T 6¥T
Quefluli®: 3

wpsomb ufiy: Hefl 1967.

8. smur 3-00

sThavm e_flanwujb
e @ wraL e_dreryrid wer priiEepé G

& FF LG
s%aureefl &0,

wir pauramd.

]
.



Garpmiamis

g prigedr sreflssosyd usmeouwyd e ulagwyd
SBS awarids Qumpow Hrrodssdglug. QuIBsES
Hs  masTowllld QHLUSST STFmTOrSs arpay sTer b
el payLsr Srrodisdr  QApmiadd IZwrdlul @srerer.
BB smSgéadn urgu yoafsdrs Carpmissou
Syriwon&Cer,

war@i wralLgdh v Syronisald BriGS mSg
Bdrgb Cuselll urgsréstiuGipg. Q5 FLBS méHS
Gflu uw grésdr wSTEFD Yomfsarrd urCiuc L ur gy,
Siuppdr QsICpeyd 1964-1d Qbaﬁrt@mmn’ Gl asafl suy alléb Zov.
Sgrbierder urqw eTdurCsry prosdms 1964.b 9Ty d
prid udhddsm Qaeflulll@imid. wETE@FY yeouj Umgw
ErCordry S¢fsd Qaellupss o850 qpsd SLouWT
@B, Il Osriibg 1966-b sysbrigd cpalyrerdser
presgomgs QauefllllCrrbd. Gaislmp préslauyd SFFGD
Gewalldaor wér@i wran’l e creprrid] wearprisdar ogbod
CerarLar. war@f wraile e dieprrild wer phiseflsT aper
®ug Ouefirs srareabsfl sthapd @bpris S0
ugifd s QuelliGRdrBmw. @b wdrpsSary Osrifbg
SHESCauvuled FRULBuBUG urprliLs sseg. Qurg
waasr warfss sowrdw Bri®Gd smddHdor yPurg urg
STUUSHE @ awPurssd svdg HErosdar Qaaillc wdssr
S Fwer prusdr pdrupSrrug Qumd usfurgd. S
WeTPRIGHT BATME QUWRIAS S @ pupfurs 85 BHTHor
QueflliCLewdg prib Qb varprisersEs SLoLUIUL
@erCermid,

WaTE@F wrarLd mgdasdr aLurhiEg OsaTUTHG
o Qamstu@l. aLurmdphe wrPplureTd  uThig
weteyh, Csdrurudpmg wrlsricd  urdg  aareyd
Cug OCduwujsdr e awr®. apsry Qeeflurar erdurlsrd
prespd  cpalgrerdsdr presagpd acuridpegfusr.

’\ 8 516 Osurhdpeiug. Sddn urdhdbed e g

i

jmL Cappewasdr e or. au_urmdp sLer arpss Oms
S0 uralvemwws AFd urnidd Quaturald smowb. O Fer
uridp urgSgnesessEgs soUSm (SpLob g5) oL wrsg.



vi

Cugih Qgla wardsqpd AswHu® Aurmpesd S G & 5 (H&
sapdh  gpmd CoreoLwbd agmd urams e urn&CoCus
e an®; Ossruridd Do, Agdrurtdd prLsssss sail
Adiafimes wHgd urumssaTh Fpliu@d; e urkidGeo:
sm Spg ausrard wpsSuahilebd s pru@b. Q Febr LT TR
Ap ursssr Qu@pburgd adlBoroms 2 L WeaTarSajb,
aLuridp Qumburgh QuAloros e oL waTUTSa|Lb
Sjenowjib,

Qsdruriidp urgdriisdar s3sd Hspéd gpyuwd Gumb
aumd. Q@ ursdgd s apspujd Guriiugeorid. el
Qairm araséshd Qeoydcd soldsels smesesd Ak G&
sEph JuPpPPGiu Hrd popsesd ear@. 2 STy
wre Grersa|bsi prissio SwwF g sLmaiyh NG b
S uBO@m sSLwayd GCsrdrgai. WG QLT
(peop Cardrgd Curgd $m; b5, W& qpoPSr o abr@.
aLuridd gdlarmg urdgfridpcd Qn arlauysr@.
urdSr Bepsdl BSawr@d Q@wbsrd ayaldargubd Lo
S0 Doorwvaid &SobgesrdrEpl. :

v wralL$Hd aphigd prisntsds SAmser Guomd
Sgih srardu@idrpar. b Qunuild upRiGd ‘Briss’
T FrLswpop Db prostseidr SmwldSad Sdrub
HuCs. OsduriEg arurig adrp urGuUrG NG
sreortuLrgCurgd pris mwoluyd ur amsseEsd wer
®F uGSs 5558 s Curdr poaulu. ABSsh, Derallme
sSIur, &0, Garsssd, Quarur, Csrawb Guirsr p LTS
SEpd urdlariusesd Hniser proghiseign 9NCs QuUuis
@EpLeT aphigGddt par.  SOHCw e_drer shgréSwrd pris,
apeiigrerdaer  pristh, eprarEabsfl prosd apsolwusr
dogréSwrg, TR S SLOM, HToTEbIH T Quwis
afdd, sSBp prosmiseldr GQurtduwilydsarrs Simi B
Sefrerer.

SrusarsSqudrar apslgrerdsdr prosgos (Freg S
s.Ga) wssTepsd 19-b pgrpimsrgdr aphuGSuiGe CsIf
wed CuiEetr@iLr eTerl Quwfwaf urgEi erédruf. Q5
sr0%ns Smsd 19-b prp@ergdr dpugHas dog
20-1b G H 30T 9657 QgrL_sss80 smoardr UldrCpr sTaiT LI

urg@i. 8ps goardr AdrGrr uisGar Ariser S

epraTEey b BrLSSmSUd LTy .

~

Al

e



. il

prd uSC9ds Qaell@d @rareaybsf prosiosd
SBEH urguad @Gemelldrr wisrHfddr sdruaf. Sa
eprarsvprardSh@E apedr Qupp Quwy %@lﬁmsﬁ&w sTelru
sred. Spsrd Qssrurmdp urLOul L gl. oL uriud Ge
urLtiul L prarsabsfl proswpd OGESmEs CacrGEw
o Asfddrpg. ogQareld SFsrdladr yoaumd erear
s ksl prosd urgusrss Fof s gaf. JUF vrGW
Urd sTwdas doLdsddodn. QgdalpSurelsd Qaeflwrer
erarEe) bR eTérp Brs Hrayd eribBLb e cor@. <@
85 ‘9w’ Wopulld F. & FhsFohs selyrwyrd UFLr
ULl@ 1954.1b ypabTgd HEALLULL G DG T dF Grevelr mie
Ausargdadrer raveqbsfl  Ordow wiFrHIdrdr
urgw Hreer® QUUILEY urfdsCurs B® SHTOSEESGLD
sog owligid Guridgid uraumssaigid duflgibd
Qbporinlumsd sarGLmb. Jp@H Hhsard IrFulCev
CasroLwd a@ddérpg. sOHHC» Csrerwd aLuTHG
pressSpls e fug. aarCa aurkdgib Erareabsh
SOPDH urdiulgmss G GAwsTusST H audluyns s
et p g

8520 urgw wferpAdrdw  srédhuaf  BTELLTET
Spdzd spiLps Gaddd prolirdr Spdse oLwrg
Goslifldardrdgd Quetr vlurdlddérded ws@®s 1862-b
Ty H Ippsri. bésveod rfari udrefisGarr Wedr
udraflaGerr Gebooremwwired, $&r Fhamsuiic. Bw %;nbué&simﬁ
sHm, ewi soalews e dwr Qe Gardar wierHilen g
yevafiLd spgd Caidd Qupmi. Dog6r Pl weé @F apFsi
ugdl ystaeild Sgrvdded arpps Jdrfss Gprdsnflsd
dggargurdu @ Gl wsbwg wLOFSSTWIHL
Byt sdald Ggrify e orwaf. Qaf puyst Caugapd
CerdLpd p@ Gsfipsaui. erafifed wardur—td Qelws
F QW THHETCWr wEhg aossdas Qaf urliruswns g
asvuddu g@saiip Csjddmddd @i

1905.i5 e ed s arsdswions sHILFs oSSl
. B PrEOLLrayss wrpps Csrearidas Quilu slord
STl (Bd feh aor aulgFwmid e Sar 16 gyih QUL S CH B
QararL shiewns QbBrisdmst urg@i. QEBrLsb
1910-b Gebiiged Cufw s oL darlggud, 1920-b ey
pr@-Lreflgil, 1942.1b ey Ldueflgid gL tulL g,
8505 Qe @ QIrTs JPLOUGH s IsrEu.



viii

A5 gl ugdst uSNug Hsed Hrowrs
BBEss. goaeld g@ TESGLCUrgs gLgedT QUhSHr
Asrfips acrard Q@Hser, Qspsdr wHbser. QboD
&30 Yl @QiCurs ooea AosEs JOTE JSTLrlD
uppser. 855 fw gyl sHH e galuaj FrE@LLredr
QueEsallsdr Qedand gaufsdr. srévs wFHIAOuFd LSS
e pglwmurdmisy Quigd adgalds NLAUGESDSES
Brib stér b sLemw Ll Ber Carmib.

et it d warprslr QusSus Qgrenrig g &S
Qgrarg guib anfl pLgde Qedddrp e dreni LA Hmwr
S%wurer) S & pORErsaséE prib Quigid perd
weoL Curd. ysre@fdr qpupfwurColu QEsred CQasflur
Selr p g1

Qpsréd Qauelfiiy % wédr@il UrCgssd sZvalpraldsr
- 9w BaspiAurs gowsHselu wdr@F HTETEs HUF
anﬁmem Crmewr IJuisers@ oTbg e Popss
15657 ).

Hs dorsd QpETo%us Apps wpopld QualllcE
su shhurmf SfFedsrmse owg parHous Csf
NS5 QardrsCmub.

wd @i wralLsdpeiu smss sTosd Ddrgyd Lo
98CsmAmeAdrpar. Supmp OQualiGd usiiowyd
Geanar QFlig @yudés aoord ade Sopas D6
Qeliaurgrs.

GEmal USRS SPELD, &, oSHUITET b ST
Guur s&ur.
6-6-1967




)
&

INTRODUCTION

The ‘term *“folk’ suggests a group of kindred people form-

ing a tribe or a nation. The term ‘folk people’ denotes
.a group, the great portion of which tends to preserve its
.indigenous and characteristic form of civilisation, custom,
-arts, crafts and tradition unchanged from generation to

generation. The folk drama is the drama of the village
people. For it is the village that houses folk arts and

traditions. It is the village that has preserved village drama

in its original simplicity and sublime glory.

Folk drama is still preserved in the villages of Mannar.
Unfortunately, with the advent of western civilisation

and education, folk drama has earned the contempt of many

people. One of the ways of preserving folk drama is to
bring out in print the folk plays which are available in
manuscript form today. It was with this purpose that the

-edition of folk plays was undertaken by me some years

back.” A play from Batticaloa — Alankararupan Nadagam —

.and two plays from Mannar — Emperator Nadagam and

Muvirasakkal Nadagam — have already been edited by me.

‘The printing of the two Mannar plays was financed by the

Mannar District Local Bodies. This year the same Local
Bodies are financing the edition of Gnanasoundari. My thanks
are due to the Local Bodies for their kind gesture and good will.

Gnanasoundari Nadagam is one of the best folk dramas in
the Ten Panku or Matodda Style. The author of this work is
Soosaipillai Marisarpillai who was born in 1862 in Nanattan.
Another work by the same name is ascribed to Kithampillai of
Matoddam, the author of Emperator Nadagam. This was perhaps
written in the Vada Panku (Jaffna Style). I have not been

_able to get a manuscript of this work.

It may be noted here that most of the Sinhalese Catholie

_Nadagams are based on the Tamil Catholic folk plays. In some



X

instances the authors tkemselves have acknowledged  that

their works are translations or adaptations of Tamil

plays. There is at Chilaw a manuscript of Raja Tun Kattuva
written by Gabriel Fernando, Arachi and Muhuppu of the ?
Church, about the beginning of the 19th century. This work

was revised by Bras Juan Pinto of Chilaw in the latter part &
of the 19th or early part of the 20th century. This work

is generally based on the Muvirasakkal Nadagam of the
Mannar District. The general structure of the play and the
metres used are almost identical. Jaun Pinto is also the
author of the Sinhalese Catholic Nadagam Gnanasoundari.

A comparison of this Sinhalese manuscript with the Tamil

play which is edited by me now shows remarkable similari-

ties in the story, structure and metres.

The present edition of Gnanasoundari is based on a c
manuseript belonging to Mr. M. Benjamin Selvam of Nanattan.
I am greatly indebted to him for lending me this manuseripts

I must thank Mr. Devenesan Nesiah, Government Agent, g "
Mannar for including the release of this book as an item in
the Arts Festival organised by the Mannar Pradesha Kala
Manram.

I am very grateful to Mr. K, Nallainathan, Assistant
Commissioner of Local Government, Mannar, who was responsi-
ble in getting the Local Bodies to finance this publication.

My thanks are also due to the Kalaivani Printing Works,
Jaffna for printing this book within a very short time.

_ S. Vithiananthan
University of Ceylon, 6-6-1967,
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