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a The ‘Magic’
95bblas ap the
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A.J.Canagaratna

Like almost all literary critical
terms., ‘realism’ is very elastic. A cu-
rious feature about the noun ‘real-
ism’ is that magnet-like it seems to
attract all kinds of qualifying adjec-
tives which only help to make confu-
sion worse confounded. ;
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DO 01GEMBE 6 L (HEpiiss. One such adjective is ‘magic’. Un-
der the rubric of ‘ magic realism’, one
finds lumped together such diverse
writers as Brogues, Marquez, Salman
Rushdie and Gunter Grass. Literary
labels such as ‘magic realism’ and
‘absurd drama’ tend to be somewhat
misleading as they are likely to blur
the specific differences between writ-
ers who operate broadly in the
absurdist mode, produce works which
possess their own distinctiveness;
one is hardly likely to mistake the
work of one for the other. For in-
stance, Genet's plays have a politi-
cal dimension which Beckett’s don’t
have. Similarly, though Salman
Rushdie and Gunter Grass are
categorised as ‘magic realists’ by
some critics, along with Marquez, nei-
ther Rushdie nor Grass traffics in
the supernatural, as Marquez does
in One Hundred Years of Solitude.
Besides Grass and Rushdie use fan-
tasy for politically satiric ends. This
dimension seems to be missing in
“One Hundred Years of Solitude.”
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