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APPRECIATION

Pleasant indeed is a book of research, and pleasanter
is one on. Folk-lore which appeals to the lay and learned
alike. Twelve years ago, as an M.P., I had the 'fortun‘e
to plead with the Government of Ceylon to get the locél
folk-songs broadcast over the Radio Ceylon, and I succeeded,

- Miss A. M. Elias (now Mrs. A. M. Joseph), the inde-
fatigable head of the Tamil Department in the Radio Ceylon
took it up genially, and went a step further in promoting
the whole field of folk-lore.

Mr. M. Ramalingam, who was ahead of us all, had
been collecting and editing ample folk-lore in all Ceylon
for twentyfive years before without fuss or publicity. But
we who were near him knew him only as actor, dramatist,
historian and journalist. Even my late friend, Mudaliyar
C. Rasanayagam, C. C. S., with whom Mr.Ramalingam was
in active collaboration in historical research on the Tamils
of Ceylon, once owned to me that he considered the young
man not second to him. It is only when Mr. Ramalingam
came on the air with his folk-songs and folk-tales that we
made him out as a folklorist. :

My neighbour Mr. V. Nagalingam, J. P., Proctor S. C.
has aptly compared the labours of Mr. Ramalingam to those of
Mahamahopadhyaya, Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer of Madras and
the revered C. W. Thamotherampillai of Jaffna in the field
of belles-lettres in collecting, collating, and editing the mat-
erials.  Another old school pandit, Navaneetha Krishna
Bharati, held up his annotations to the folk- songs as model
of commentary. Great though the work of Swaminatha Iyer
and Thamotherampillai is, Mr. Ramalingam’s is greater in
significance and popularity. To fish out a manuscript is
comparatively easy, but to elicit a folk-song from an un-
lettered villager is immensely difficult. Just imagine how
you would approach -an unsophisticated village maiden, not
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wont to face a man outside her family, to give you a love-
song which springs spontaneously in congenial circumstances:
One has only to try it. Besides, can anyone say who
knows a song and who not, who can improvise one and
who not?

Literature is but for the elite, but folk-lore is for all and
has the whole world for its audience, language being no
bar. Most literature is born of flights of fancy, and corres-
ponds not to mundane realities, whereas folk-lore, in the
main, is of the world, the world of day to day experience
of the folks, the common man and woman. Many of us
who had a liberal education at school may recall the in-
describable joy Grimm's Fairy Tales gave us. They were the
finds of Jacob Grimm in Germany at the beginning of the
nineteenth century. That was folk-lore, pure and simple.
Coming nearer home, we enjoyed in Tamil the Panchatantra
of the Literary School of folk-lore boosted in Europe
by Benfey of Germany. What Jacob Grimm did for the
German. public Mr. Ramalingam has been doing for the
Tamil public in Ceylon and India for over quarter of a
century.

In the West, his work would have been recognized be-
yond measure by Government, Foundations, and Institutions,
with ample dividends. But in Ceylon, the Government has
shown him small mercy in the shape of a medal only last
' year, What he needs is moeney to publish his finds.
Hence I appealed to my townsmen of Vaddukeddai, which
is also the home town of Mr. Ramalingam, to set an ex-
ample by bringing out an Anthology at their cost. The
present one is its fruit. I woen’t be surprised if the rest of
my townsmen, both here and abroad, come forward to meet
the cost of another Anthology or two. Since his collections
embrace all Ceylon, including the Muslim community, the
entire Tamil-speaking race can sponsor them.

I am told that Professor Kamil Zvelebil of Czecho-
slovakia, who had been in South India recently specializing
in Tamil as well, has anidea of putting some of these songs
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into English. But why wait for foreign scholars? It may
be true that we may now not have men of the calibre of
J. V. Chelliah of Jaffna College to turn them into a very
difficult variety of the blank verse, as handled by him in
the English translation of Partuppatiu, yet there are certainly
others who can still render them anyway they choose.

The stamp of a high standard in the comments of
Mr. Ramalingam is seen in every line. Words breathed
together for privacy by the village lad and damsel do tickle
and fascinate. Their expressed and implied meanings are
all brought out in lofty language that will live.

Vaddukoddai, K. Kanagaratnam
23rd March, 1961. Retired Auditor-General
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