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“The web is a Fundamental shift in power toward the bottom, toward the people as they
organize themselves, and away from a small group of people who want fo impose a policy top-
down™

- Pierre Omidyer’
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An Award to a Flying Artiste

Several times
a year, an attractive
cassocked figure,
benign of countenance
and soft spoken,
walks upto an airline
check-in counter to
o ® undertake a journey
d overseas, the fruits of
which belie such
diffidence of demean
| our in that they
! promote and create a
_Jjtremendous
groundswell of artistic, cultural and peace
building sentiment between Sri Lanka and the
countries of destination.

No one who sees Pof. Rev. Fr. Saveri
either traveling alone, or sometimes
accompanied by his troupe of artistes, would
ever guess the tremendous role he plays as a
de facto guardian and champion of Sri Lanka’s
artistic and cultural norms amongst the Sri
lankan diaspora abroad.

As the saying goes “some are born
great, some achieve greatness, while still others
have greatness thrust upon them. Our Prof.
Rev. Fr. Saveri without a doubt would easily
fit into the second and third categories.
Recently Fr. Saveri received the Northern
Province Governor’s Award-2007 for yeoman
service rendered to his mother land as a writer,
playwright, dramatist, philosopher and poet.

His love of languages, art and culture
of this country made him a popular personality
among men of letters as well as artistes. He is
well educated, an eloquent speaker, a
voracious reader and an “out of the box”

If]-

thinking leader, par
excell- ence. His
creative thinking and
innovative ideas made
him an unchallenged |
leader of his artistic |
centre for the last 42
years.

This award is |
atrue reflection of the
dedication and commi |
tment of thousands of
disciples of the Centre
for Performing Arts |,
(CPArts) which he founded in the year 1965
in the Jaffna peninsula. Today this centre has
expanded its activities right up to Sri Lanka’s
southernmost Point Dondra, where it is now
known by the additional name “Ranga Kala
Kendraya”. CPArts remains one of the few
cultural organizations that embraces all Sri
Lankan ethnicities and languages, bringing
people together to learn, play and develop a
realm of understanding and appreciation of
each others traditions.

Today his Centre, with a membership
of more than 25,000 in this island and abroad,
without any distinction of caste, creed or race,
still speaks his ideals and excellent leadership
qualities. Being a Director of 20 Centres, he
dedicates his life to promoting Peace, Justice,
Liberty and Equality among all communities in
Sri Lanka. His Saiva Siddhanta study circle,
one of the important units, is devoted to the
study of revival, propagation and popularizing
of the Saiva Siddhanta philosophy.

Sometimes a question arises in the
drama circle as to what Fr. Saveri has done to
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the modern Tamil theatre. The answer is very
simple when we go back to the period of the
mid nineties, where a number of modern plays
such as ‘2000 AD’, ‘Sathya Tharisanam’, ‘Jeeva
Priyathanam’, ‘Oru Theedal’, ‘Saagatha
Manitham’, ‘Koodith Thuyar Vel’ (Children
Play), ‘Nencha Kanagal’ and ‘Spartacus’ were
staged by the Jaffna CPArts Centre, portraying
the contemporary situation of the war torn land.
These plays were well appreciated and won the
applause of the audience. Fr. Saveri’s wordless
plays such as Asoka and Dharshana staged in
the capital city of our country have always left
lingering memories. These plays were excellent
and thought provoking performances. Beyond
this the one and only mega theatre production
that we have witnessed in the Jaffna Peninsula
was Father Saveri’s Passion Play, eracted ona
250 foot stage, with more than 250 artistes. It is
alandmark in the history of drama. Of course it
is always a most moving sight to see more than
200 participants on a single stage. Fr. Saveri,
unlike other dramatists in this country, is a multi
faceted artiste.

His activities were not limited to the
modern theatre alone. His contribution to the
renaissance and revival of folk plays and musical
plays to suit the present trends of the young
generation, are etched in the memory. His School
of Fine Arts, which functions in all 20 CPA
Centres in Sri Lanka, plays an important role in
promoting and protecting the fine arts in general
and traditional arts in particular.

In addition to all this, his articles that
appeared in his quarterly magazine ‘Kalai
Mugam’ under the caption ‘Aranka Valigal’
(Avant-garde theatre) are great critical
presentation of the renowned western modern
theatre dramatists, from Antonin Artaud to Peter
Brooke. Indeed, it is a valuable contribution to
students who follow the drama & theatre course

in our Universities.

On this occasion I wish to reproduce one
of his comments about the criticism made a few
years ago, that his plays are more cinematic than
dramatic, because of the lavish settings and
dazzling costumes etc. Fr. Saveri says “we make
use of all the modern technical means at our
disposal to make our theatrical presentations
attractive to the audience. There is no doubt that
cinema and drama are two different media. But
one cannot completely rule out the influence of
the one upon the other; besides there seems to
be confusion regarding the definition of these
loosely used terms “cinematic and dramatic”.

" Moreover, in my view, some world famous plays

such as ‘Les Miserables’ and ‘Miss Saigon’
could not be considered plays at all. Today we
notice that most of the modern plays staged by
the same critics are overflowing with the latest
technologies.

Anyhow it is disheartening to realize that
despite the fact that much is said about some
“icons” of modern Tamil theatre, who are locally
applauded, acclaimed and promoted, we still do
not have a Tamil national theatre form of our own,
blossoming from our rich cultural roots similar to
what the late Prof. Ediriweera Sarachchandra
achieved in the Sinhala theatre world. Alsoitis
worthy to mention that famous dramatists from
the South such as the late Prof Sarachchandra,
Somalatha Subasinghe , Ravindra Ranasinghe,
Parakrama Niriella, Jerome de Silva and
choreographer Miranda Hemalatha worked very
closely with Father Saveri and his CPArts team.
CPArts’ aim is to build a cultural bridge between
the various divides in this country through arts.

Fr. Saveri wants to see a social change,
a social liberation and everlasting peace, working
through arts. Thope his dream will be fulfilled in
the near future in view of the mammoth strength
of his CPArts organisation. =
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