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Sri Sri Sringeri Jagadguru Mahasamsthanam,

Sringeri Math Sharada Peetham
P.O.: SRINGERI-KADUR (Mysore State)

Privote Secretory
S5ri SHANKARACHARYA of

Sel SRINGERI MUTT

Camp : Sringeri,

oot Date ‘27th My, 1968,

Blessings of His Holimess Jagadguru
Sankarachsrya Mshaswamigal of Sri
Sringeri Ssrada Peethem, Sringerti,
Mysore _ State.
Msn desires for poacé. To sttain that peace, he has
to have faith in God and worship Him regularly. Ordinerily, a
®an requires a _Hi_t!_i. (sn Idol) to be before him to ensdle him
to concemtirate ané worship God, Temples serve this purpose to
& vary great sxtent,
‘His MNolimess was glad %o know that a dook om ome such
Temple titled " A Study of Sri Mimiswarsm Temple", with tea
QChaptera comtaining all research articles has been wrietu and
is im print. |
His Holiness is plessed to convey His Blesaiags that
this book may receive tke prominemce it descrvas and thet it
- reaches’ the home of every Asthiks for his benefit.
Asir Martrakshatsm amd Sri Sarsda Chsmirsmouliswara
Prasadame are herewith éent.

By Qrder of His Holiness,

(N Iakshxinarayans Ssstry)
Privets Secretary,

Oftice of the Private Secretary to
His Hollness THE JAGADGURY
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APPENDIX 2
Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.
1887
Volume X No. 35

TRANSLATION OF AN INSCRIPTION AT THE
TEMPLE AT = MONNI'SYARAM

Note by G. M. FowLERr, EsQ.. ¢. C. 8.
(page 118 - 119)

I have examined the Monni’svaram inscription several times
and much of it is illegible. It has, 1 think, been removed from
an older building and built into the present one. Several of the
letters near the joints of the stones are covered by the mortar,
which would not be the case if it had been cut in situ. The
inscription runs along a kind of cornice, and consists of only
four lines, extending for about thirty or fourty feet. Its height
from the ground is about four feet.

In digging a tank near the temple two pieces of sculpture
were found: a bull’s head and an image of (?) “Suppiramaniyan’’.
These did not appear to be very ancient.

There is a case in the Chilaw court, [ believe. in which the

inscription is evidence.
TRANSLATION

“Let happiness be ! On the tenth day of the waxing moon
in October, in the thirty-eighth year of his reign, His Majesty
Sri Parakrama Bahu *f descendant of the illustrious family
of Sri Sangabodhi, worshipper of the lotus feet of Sri Samanta-
patra (Buddha). of a Solar race, king of kings, serpent to the
royal and mercantile races, and emperor of the three worlds,
invited to the Jayawardhana Kotte * the Nampimar (priests)
who officiate before the god of Monnisvaram, and addressing
himself to the Brahmin Pandit, who is a proficient in all sciences
amongst them inguired into the circumstances of that temple
and bestowed the lands which formerly belonged to the priests,
lying within the district of Monnisvaram in the holy name,
and as the propzrty of the god. As pusai lands he granted to
the priests 22 amanams of field at Ilippedeniya, and 30 amanams
in Kottapitiya to Mutanmai (chief priests) and 8 amanams of
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field in Tittakkadai, with the inhabited places and forests appert-
aining to this. In addition to the offering of 3 nalis of rice, he
granted 30 fanams to the priests per mensem and 11 fanams to
each of the Mutanmais (cheif priests) for the daily offerings of
vegetable curries, greens, and perfumes, to be enjoyed from
generation to generation, while the sun and moon exist, as
Sarvamaniyam (free gift) to the god of Monnisvaram, which is
hereby decreed to be irrevocable. Those who cause any damage
to the land will be guilty of Panchamahapatakam (the five great
sins) while those who take an interest in it will attain heavenly
bless”. '

Here follows a sulokam, the translation of which is: To

this effect this was caused to be inscribed by Parakraman through

the grace of Monnisvaram, who is an ocean of wisdom in Saivasim
and lord of all the different classes of gods”.

#t Sri Parakrama Bahu VI, 1410—1452 A. D.

* The modern Kotte

My sincere thanks to the Journal of the Ceylon branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society, and to the Hony. Secretary for granting me the necessary permission
for publishingthe article from JCBRAS, 1887, Vol. X, No. 35, and portion
from JCBRAS 1915-1916, Vol. XXIV No. 68.
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APPENDIX 3
Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society
1916
Volume XX1v. . No. 68
{page 186.)

Ceylon Numismatics
H. W. COoDRINGTON, B.A. OXON, C..C.S.

Relative to ‘hook’ coins or larins, .referred t1(1) ‘:)); lﬂzi liﬁr?;icsl
lecturer, I may say I came across a coin sognt’:wTamil fod lo this
b ,t known in the country as ‘pincers coin (Ta -uraddu
%asss 'uSinhalese - Andu Massa) It was minted, iaccograh%n fo
trgdlilt’ion, at Munnessaram during a period whlzlcll t (ljiilaw nan
e _tertrllplen;:wse:)l? tlfg gglzl\:jecsssru The shape of the
: istrict in the nan .
133&11: Thgmot% ['.S.t pair of pincers, hence the name.

On the outer aspect of one of its forks ordhilgdgzsiri; Oalral
inscription which with some difficulty, was fo}yn'_ Lo be
grantham, the reading of it was, 1 believe, Para .

i : id if as it has
ington replied to Mr. Proctor, He sai )
beenl\gtr{ergg?ercllntgo shovxl') in this l.efcturet,‘ theth??i?lue?\/l Irddg:'(gggrr’i
9th century, if not from . Mr.
%ggr(;/aglslsfrtooniligeground. The coin certainly preceded the Chola

invasion of Ceylon in the eleventh century.
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APPENDIX 4 .
The Ceylon Littoral 1592
P. E. Pieris Litt D. (Cantab.)

Soc Resp. Do [nstituro De Coimbra.
1949 Edn.
MONICARRAO (MUNNESSARAMA)
(page 4)

The terras of Monicarrao constituted the Domain of the
Devalaya which the Portuguese destroyed in 1578 (Port. ERA.1-199)
and consisted of sixty-four villages of which Munnessarama
where the Devalaya once stood was the chief, and the rest were
aduttha (appearing in Portuguese as azutas) thereto. The recognised
boundaries were on the East, the Village Xenanam is Devamedi
Korale (Hevana); West, the tree Almarao, presumably somewell
known banyan tree;  North, the Village Cusala in Devamedi
Korale; South the tank Syratalao.

In 1614 the possessors of this domain were the Jesuits, but
the Canacapole Dom Jheronimo and the Patangation Dom Pedro
Xembraduria, who attended to assist the Tombo Commissioner.,
did not know what their title was.  As a matter of fact they claimed
under a grant of de Azavedo. The Canacapole produced the
palm leaf accounts of the lands going back to more than a
hundred years. An amunam of paddy was here valued at 2
larins, and it was possible to raise two crops in the year with the
exercise of diligence, the Senhorio receiving 1 amunam | pela
as Otu on each amunam sown. )

The village Munnessaram = contained 203 amuynam | pela
of sowing; of these 26 formed the Muttetty though only 4 were
cultivated, the rest being under forest, The usual Mayorals
were here replaced by Durias, of whom there werel0, possessing
20 amunams in the Maha moncao, and 10 more in the small.
Similarly the Canacapole possessed three amunams. These
Durias had each under him four culles obrigatorios, who are
liable to serve them. The ten sowed 104 amunams and 1 pela
divided among themselves, and 40 amunams were under forest.
The ten also possessed 10 garden lots, but there were no trees
in them. They paid the Jesuits yearly 20 larins decum and 30
pingas worth 12 larins. A complete list of the Aduttha villages
is recorded.
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Economically the most important was valachpnr_m {(Velihena)
with 120 amunams sowing yielding sevenfold, distributed thus:

3 Ancient muttetu; 12 possessed by 4 durias; mayorals;
55 ottu; 50 under forest.

There was extensive cultivation of coconut as appears from
the following details of gardens and ortas.

2 Muttetu, 300 palms, yielding 5000 nuts worth 15 larins;
4 by durias, 140 p., 2000 n. paying decum and pingas; 8 by 8
service culles, 800 p., 12,000 n., 2 by Canacapole Bramane, 120 p.,
2000 n., I Muttetu, 20 p., 300 n., 25 by 25 natives, 1,300.p.,
18,000 n., they pay the padres. 18 larins decum; 2 by 2 lascarins,
70 p., 1,000 n., 5 which on the death of the holders Raju gave to
inhabitants of the Port of Chilao. 3 by 3 panicals of Elephants,
110 p., 2,000 n., 10 Abandoned by owners 20 p-. 300 nuts.

My sincere thanks to Mr. P. Deraniyagala, for graniing me the necessary
permission to reproduce the extracts from “The Ceylon thtoral” 1593” by
P. E. Pieris, Litt.D. (Cantab) and from “Ceylon-The Portuguese Era” volume 1
and 1I, by P. E. Pieris.
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APPENDIX 5

CEYLON: : THE PORTUGUESE ERA Volume 1
P. E. Pieris

A. D. 1576. The Portuguese there upon landéd in spite
of the opposition of the inhabitants, and ravaged chilaw and
the Munesseram district, burning down several spacious banga-
salas filled with Areca and Cloth and destroying a large vessel
with its cargo of 500 bahars of cinnamon which was destined
for the red sea and four champanas full of areca. For the third
time the ravaged Negumbo and Kammala, and then made their
way to the ancient and revered temple of Munesseram.

One of the five Isparam or residences of Siva in Ceylon, it
claimed precedence over the great fanes at Trincomalee, Mantota,
Kangesanturai and Rameswaram, and was said to have been
built by Ramachandra, the Awatar of Vishnu, himself, after
the defeat of Ravana. Numerous inscriptions bore record to
the wealth which the devotion of successive kings had dedicated
to the service of the temple, and the sixty two villages of the district
to which it gave its name, comprised its separate domain. Much
plunder was anticipated and the Portuguese pressed eagerly on.
The attapattu Mudaliyar was however on the watch and barred
the way, but the Sinhalese were driven back with the loss of
Mudaliyar himself, whose head was sent to Colombo, and then
sacked the temple, which they rezed to the ground. Loaded with
looty they turned back to Colombo, taking with them four
panguals of areca as well. (chapter IX p. 199 ff)

A. D. 1600. The Portuguese showed no compassion in the
reprisals they exacted. Over a thousand villagers were taken
prisoners torture was unsparingly employed to discover the
whereabouts of gomey though without success, and finally the
great temple of Munnessaram * was razed to the ground.
(Chapter XIV page 348.)

A.D.1606. In 1607-1608 there were in the college of Colombo

-and its residencies ten or twelve Jesuits one of whom, Pedro

Eurizco, by name, was at the special request of de Azavedo
stationed at Malwana. This priest was also sent by the general
to convert the ‘king’ of the Seven Korales by whom he was well
received. “At this time a pestilence broke out in the island in which
the Jesuits were of great help, and many were converted. In
the District of Chilaw they baptised 400 of the people and their
Patangatins, and across the river in the territory of Munesseram
temple they erected the church of St. Paul. (Chapter XX page 407).

* Manjacirao. Q. Tt had apparently been rebuilt after last destruction.
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APPENDIX §
CEYLON : THE PORTUGUESE ERA Volume 1. Page 37.
P. E. Pieris

For instance the Jesuits held sixty two villages belonging
to the temple of Munnesseramt which yielded over 500 pardos
of 3 larins each and 16 Gabadegan in the three Korales yielding
400 pardaos. all of which were claimed on the grant from de
Azavedo and the revenue from which was devoted to the purposes
of their College in Colombo.

1 The King's letter of 28th March 1608, refers to a grant by Azavedo to the
Jesuits for the College at Cochin of “the lands adjoining the harbour of Quilao
‘as far as the harbour of Cardiva, being bounded by the channel which runs
from the said river as far as Cardiva the whole forming an island. Quilao
is a misprint of Chilao. The grant would include whole of the Kalpitiya penin-
sula, and would stretch from Uddappuwa, 12 miles from Chilaw up to Dutch
Bay, the channel being the sheet of water formed by Mundel Lake, Puttalam
Lake and Dutch Bay. (See Doc. Rem 1, 247.)

The 62 villages of the Munneswaram temple include the entirely of the

Munneswaram Pattu which up to date consists of 62 villages, though four
of them are now subdivided into Thala and Pahala hamlets.
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APPENDIX 7

CATHOLIC CHILAW
By E. Aloysius Fernando - 1932 Edn.

Munneswaram is a village about a mile inland to the east
of the Chilaw town. Its present importance is fully rested on
the ancient Hindu temple. This village had fared much during
the Portuguese time as an important place of Jesuit missions.
The temple of Munneswaram, to give its full name, Vadivambiga
Sametha Munna Nathaswamy Temple has a better tradition of
antiquity than any other Hindu temple in Ceylon. It had been
held, it is said by the Hindus for many centuries past as one of
their four ancient Shrines in Cey.on: the others being Thirukke-
theswaram, Kathirgamam and Thirikona Malai (Koneswaram).
Tradition has it that Brahama worshipped in it in Kretayuga,
Sri Rama in Tretayuga and Sri Viyasa in Devaparayuga. By
the endowment of wealth to the temple by the royal benefactors,
the temple possessed 66 villages (C. M. L. 18-9-13). During
the Portuguese period the number of villages had been increased
to 106.

The route from Chilaw that led to the temple of Munneswaram
was through extensive open fields where numerous cattle grazed.
At one season it became a swampy track of land which rendered
the pedestrians difficult to traverse. Perpaps with a view to
minimise idolatry, the General Azevedo gave this temple village
to the Jesuit priests to saw the seed of Christianity. In the year
1606. the Provincial stationed at Chilaw, Fr. L. Ruiz and going
to Munneswaram gave orders to errect a Church in honour of
St. Paul. When the mission was started, the Christians of Chilaw
destroyed the “lingam” which was enshrined in the temple. The
following is a brief account of a Jesuit priest as to how the ‘lingam’
came to be destroyed. “A mile inland of Chilaw thece is a Pagoda
formerly well known and very rich, for it possessed 106 villages.
1t was much venerated for they believe that their god was born
there. This god was a blok of stone, like marble, of a man’s
height, placed over another larger and square block, which is
called Lingam, and I think that it is the same infamous and indecent
divinity as Priapo. This Pagoda the General gave to us. The
Provincial going there ordered a church of St. Paul to be built
there in our own style and to destioy the infamous stone which the
Brahamins maintained was impossible, as it was born there and
would bring down evil of any one who dared to lay hands on it.
But without more delay than was required to fetch two iron bars
from the fort, with which it was destroyed the idol was
brought down, exposing the falschood,  superstition and
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deceit into which the Brahamins had led the people”
(Lt. of Fr. H. Gomez S. J. dated 29.12. 1606 Cey. Ant. 11 page 21.)
The temple of Munneswaram, it would be seen, was razed to the
‘ground by the Portuguese in retaliation for the wanton destruction
of churches during the revolt of Manoel Gomez, a captain of the
Portuguese among some Lascarins, who had deserted to the enemy
is search of higher honours. (page 9-10.)

At Munneswaram the Father exerts himself very zealously
for the welfare of the souls to christ. One of the christinas of
this place, a man of great influence and zeal is vey ken on destroy-
ing idols. He dug up for idols which had lain buried since the
conquest of the island. One of these was a hudge idol of the god
Perumal celebrated throughout the island. It was of bronze
and represents the god astride on a peacock which held a writhing
snake in its beak. The figure bore many crowns on its head and
had four hands from which it was hurling as many thunderbolts.
(page 14.)

At Munneswaram a convert of great influence destroyed
many idols and further tried to root out idolatry as much as he
could. (page 14.)

My sincere thanks to Mr. E. Aloysius Fernando for granting me the
necessary permission and encouragement to publish the extracts from his book
titled “‘Catholic Chilaw”.
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APPENDIX 8
Colombo, 12.3.1804.

To: Heary Powney Esqr.
Secretary to the Board of Revenue and Commerce,
Colombo.
Sir, ~

I have the pleasure to forward the petition of the padre of
the pagoda at Moneswaram, requesting me to cause the paddy
renter of Chilaw to deliver to him the quantity of grain formerly
granted (annually) by the King of Kandy to the pagoda. 1 beg
leave to observe for the information of the Board that 512 parrahs
is too much to be paid the Renter of Chilaw alone as valuing each
parrah at the rate of one Rindollar, it will amount exactly to one
fourth of his rent. The grant was given by the King of Kandy
long before the District of Chilaw was ceded to the Dutch at a
time when it was full of inhabitance and the whole country
in a state of Cultivation. At present it is not one quarter inhabited
and not a ‘third of che paddy grounds sown. 1 therefore take
the liberty of recommending to the Board that the Chilaw Renter
may be exempted from thres fourths of the payments and that
if it’s the intention of Government that the full quantity shall be
given to the pagoda that the other paddy Renters of the District
may be obliged to pay their quotas in proportion to their respective
farms. . ,

1 have the honour to be ¢ Chilaw.

Sgd. W. E. CAMPBELL.
10.2.1804. Agent of Revenue and Commerce.

A true copy.

Sgd: JoHN MACDOWALL.
Actg. Secy. to the Board of Rev. and Com.

Extracts from the Diary and Proceedings of the Hon’ble Fredic
North, Governor, Captain General and commander in chief
of the British possessions in the island of Ceylon.

16th March 1804.

Read letter and inclosure from the Board of Revenue and
COMMErce. ,
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To. His Excellency, the Hon’ble Frederic North,
Governor and ¢ and c,

. Colombo.

Sir,

We have the Honour to lay before your Excellency the copy
of a letter from the agent of Revenue at Chilaw with a translation
of a grant by the King of Kandy to the pagoda of Mooneseram
therein referred to.

By Mr. Campbell’s letter, your Excellency will observe that
the priests of the Pagoda consider themselves entitled by virtue
of this grant to nearly 512 parras of the paddy Revenue of the
District which appears to us a claim that cannot be allowed, the
ground in itself is undefined with regard to the perticular land
given, which cannot now be ascertained and the priests have
consequently marked out, the finest fields in the district.

We are of opionion, thatas the original intention of the grant
could only be for the proper maintenance of the Priests attached
to the pagoda, it should now receive that interpretation, and
therefore we have the honour to propose that Mr. Campbell the
Revenue Agent and Mr. Dean the President of the provincial
coutt of the District should be appointed to confer with the Priests
of the pagoda and compromise the matter in such a way as to
allot a piece of ground as near the temple as possible sufficient
for their decent maintenance and support.

We have the honour to be with the highest respect and c and c.
Sgd. Rebert Arbuthuot, President
N. Sanmarez

A. Wood.
R. Boyd.
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APPENDIX 9

'TRANSLATION OF A COPPER PLATE CERTIFICATE IN
: TAMIL |

(Given by King Kirthi Sri Rajasingha (1747-1782A4.D.)
to this pagoda in 1753. A. D. Seen in temple reccrdt)

By the high and mighty Ruler of the world who reign the
eight regions and take tributes of the Kings of Angam, Kalingam,
Maradam, Mallayalam and from the Kings of the Fifty Six
Kingdoms were granted as alms to the pagoda of Monasparar
situated at Moonasaram, the landed property which belongs
to the Revenue of the said mighty King as follows. .

The Paddy fields called Carrewetty four ammonams
s » . ,» - llooppadeniva six "

» » » ,»» Peramanantalooway two ’

» » » . Cannengatty three L,

» .- ,» Madattuvelly oneand a half '

”» %) »3 53 Paueadee two .

Moodaliar Taloovay one and a half ,,
Perapancully Nallanayakan Wely
maravan Welli Sawarana two v

» - " .~ Pallawally  four .
' - v . Collootalooway four -
v . - .. Ollytalooway two ; '

Total Ammonams thirty two together with'there to belonging Jungles,
lands, hills and ditches in order to endure the Charity of Moones-
prar till the sun and moon, Thus by order of the King in this
copper plate Certificate granted on Sunday the 14th August 1675
in the year Sreemoogam®.

Sgd. G. Casie Chetty, (Malabar Translater.)
A true copy of the Translation,

Sgd. John Macdowall,
(Act. Secy. to the Board of Rev. and Com.)

Copy was_issued to M. Somaskanda Kurukkal by E. Rennus.
‘ Colombo 11.9.23

1 Editor’s note * This corrosponds to 1753 A.D.
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The Arabian Costus.

Elettaria cardamomum (seed)
Andropogon muricatum (root)
Cinnamomum camphora
Santalum album (stem)
European Saffron. (stamen)

Musk of the ‘musk deer’.

Nelumbium nuciferum (speciosum) petal
Cynodon dactylon

Sinapis niger

A kind of barly

Eugenia caryophyllata (Inflorescence)

Michelia champaca (flower bud)

. Oryza sativa. (grain)

Sesamum indicum (seed)

Aegle marmelos (leaf)

Cyperus juncifolius (underground part)
Cicer arietinum (seed)

Mesua ferrea

Calyptranthes jambaeana.

Guilandina bonduc.

Aquila ;
Curcumadomestica.(underground stem)
Emblica officianalis. (dried fruit)
Vernonia cinera (leaf)

Punica granatum (fruit juice)
Flacourtia cataphracta.

Evolvulus alsinoides.

Gmelina tomentosa
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