
No. 346 ISSN 1369-2208

TAMIL GUARDIAN

PAGE 6

Flying Tigers signal new phase of Sri Lanka’s war
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DESPITE urgent appeals by aid agencies, over 200,000
Tamil people who fled their homes last month follow-
ing intense Sri Lankan bombardment of their homes in
Batticaloa district continue to languish in squalid
refugee camps.

The international donor community remains indif-
ferent to the plight of the IDPs (Internally Displaced
People) even as Sri Lankan and international media
have both ceased reporting on the escalating humani-
tarian crisis.

Over 350,000 people have been displaced in Sri
Lankan offensives and bombardment since April 2006.

A lack of facilities in the makeshift shelters, a grow-
ing shortage of food, torrential rain and over-crowding
are making living conditions unbearable and has turned
the refugee camps into breeding ground for disease, aid
workers say.

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
warned last week that faeces, garbage and over crowd-
ing were creating serious health hazards in the camps. 

"The grounds are littered with faeces and great
patches of urine. Children urinate against walls, on
tents and near water sources. School furniture has been
burned for firewood," UNICEF said in a statement.

The recent torrential rain has worsened the situation
with several temporary shelters in Mankadu, Erivil,
Kaluvanchikudy, Thethathivu and Vedar Kudiruppu
collapsing in stormy weather.

Relief agencies say their operations in the war-torn
eastern district lacks tents, medicine, baby food and
clothes for the IDPs. 

The scarcity of sheltering space has often resulted in
three families having to share one tent. 

In one location, only a hundred tents have been pro-
vided by the Government Agent Batticaloa where 700
are required to shelter the IDPs. 

The UN's World Food Programme (WFP) last
month made an urgent appeal for funds describing the
situation 'urgent and critical'.

According to WFP it can only look after the food
needs of 100,000 IDPs through April and there are an
estimated 240,000 IDPs in the district.

WFP said a lack of commitment to the Tamil

Continued on page 5

Misery of
Batticaloa
refugees
deepens

Tamil children huddle in a bunker as Sri Lankan jets bomb their village in Vanni.  Airstrikes are a daily occurrence.
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Sinhala
colonisation in
Muslim areas

THE de-merger of the northeast-
ern province by a Sri Lanka
Supreme court order has posed a
fresh threat to the minority
Muslims in the east.

Muslims in general fear the
sudden spurt of state aided
colonisation in the predominant
Muslim areas in the east. They
fear that this turn of event might
change their life overnight.

The de-merger has aggravated
the state sponsored colonisation
and Muslims in particular are get-
ting prepared for a showdown.

The Sri Lankan government is
actively engaged in grabbing
every inch of unutilised lands in
the Ampara District and some
adjoining areas to ensure occupa-
tion of Sinhalese from the South.

The Muslims who have
already been clamouring for a
Muslim majority district in the
Ampara District that comprises
Pottuvil, Sammanthurai and
Kalmunai are now disillusioned.

Some Muslim traders based in
the east said Muslims who never
resorted to carrying arms might
be compelled to do so, like the
Tamil Tigers, if the government
failed to understand their senti-
ments.

ernment and the LTTE during the
peace talks and receive a positive
answer from both, now say they
lost that chance due to the court
order.

The SLMC continues to insist
that the Muslims too must be con-
sidered a main stakeholder of the
peace talks and The Nation under-
stands the party's goal is to place
before both the government and
the LTTE its proposal for the cre-
ation of a separate Muslim dis-
trict.

"We foresaw that this was
going to happen," says the Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress, part of
the ruling coalition.

"Colonisation is not new in
Sri Lanka. Even in some of the
Tamil dominated areas there has
been colonisation. But if this time
the matter is left unheeded, it will
end in disaster."

"We will take the matter up
with the President soon. In every
letter we exchanged with the
President prior to joining [his
government], we made very clear
that there should not be any state
colonisation."

Meanwhile some of the
Muslim traders pointed out that it
is only the Muslims in Sri Lanka
who do not have any authority
over any particularly demarcated
area. "This country has 24 dis-
tricts and six out of them are
administered by the Tamils. How
about Muslims? Nothing," they
observed.

They argued that they too
should deserve at least one dis-
trict to reflect on their sentiments
and to practice their own tradi-
tions. 

"How is our future generation
going to recognise the ethnic or
religious identity when we do not
have a single district? It is essen-
tial that we too enjoy control over
a particular land so that we could
preserve our own culture and tra-
ditions. Certainly we are not
demanding for a separate state as
such. This must be understood by
the government," Muslim traders
told The Nation on the condition
of anonymity.

They further pointed out that
their request was a reasonable one
given the current trend to devolve
powers to the peripheries.

Meanwhile they also support-
ed National Heritage Minister
Anura Bandaranaike's statement
made last week in Parliament that
the north and east should be
merged again. 

"We actually did not like the
merger of the north and east. But
we thought the de-merger would
take place at a different forum-
preferably at the peace talks. But
this sudden court decision to de-
merge north and east has really
upset all of us," traders pointed
out.

The Nation

"We are a very patient lot. But
if we are provoked, we can react
violently," they warned.

The Nation learns that state
aided colonisation is fast pro-
gressing in Pottuvil, Deegavapi,
Norachcholai and Akkraipattu
and this has irked Muslims who
have been at the receiving end
from the brutality of the LTTE
and the armed forces. 

The colonisation according to
them is on a steady process and
they charge that if the local politi-
cians failed to address this issue
or take it up with the President,
they will start agitations.

The recent Supreme Courty
court order to de-merge the north
and east has apparently blocked
every opportunity that was avail-
able for the Muslims to push for a
separate Muslim District through
peace negotiations.

Muslim political parties that
were looking for an opportunity
to place this issue before the gov-

‘It is essential that we
too enjoy control over
a particular land so
that we could preserve
our own culture and
traditions.’
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One of thousands of Tamil families driven from their homes by Sri Lankan bombardment this year

Misery in embattled
Batticaloa district

BATTICALOA district in 2007
has acquired a reputation which it
did not have in the last 25 years of
the military conflict in North East
Sri Lanka.

This relatively peaceful
Eastern Sri Lankan district has
become a very dangerous place to
visit, making even seasoned jour-
nalists wonder if it is safe.

The reason is the change in
weaponry and tactics used in the
conflict. There is now an over-
whelming reliance on long dis-
tance fighting with artillery, 'arty'
mortars, Multi-Barrel Rocket
Launchers (MBRL) and jet fight-
er bombers.

And the shelling from the
ground and the air is incessant,
like it never was ever before.

However, one decided to go.
The situation was getting worse
and not better. And it was feared
that the roads might be closed
indefinitely if the government
pursued its plan to take over the
entire East, on a priority basis, for
pressing political reasons. A "now
or never" situation had arisen.

After zipping through the lush
green landscape of the blissfully
peaceful Sinhalese-majority dis-
trict of Polannaruwa, one entered
Batticaloa district.

In a trice, the landscape had
changed. The barrenness of
Western Batticaloa was as
depressing as it was striking.
There was no sign of any eco-
nomic activity for as long as the
eye could see.

And soon, the other aspect of
the grim reality in Batticaloa pre-
sented itself. Signs of war
appeared in the form of check-
points, searching questions by a
motley mix of Sri Lankan police
commandoes, regular troops and
Karuna's men, all armed with T-
56 assault rifles, bullet proof vests
and huge ammunition pouches.

Karuna, who was one of the
ace commanders of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) till
March 2004, had broken away
from LTTE Supremo Velupillai
Prabhakaran, and had since been
functioning as an adjunct of the

demolished buildings and shops,
pock marked houses, road blocks
and diversions.

Steel helmeted and armed
men were evident every few
yards. Road intersections were
manned by callow Tamil youth
with deadly weapons.

Clearly, these were recent
recruits of the Karuna faction.
Some of the gun-toting boys were
so small that they were dwarfed
by the T-56s they were carrying.

One dreaded the thought of a
child soldier pulling the trigger in
a fit of excitement. The boys were
also small enough to be playful
with that instrument of death.

Karuna's presence was ubiqui-
tous, though locals said that the
extent of the presence did not
match popular support. "Support
for him may be about 5 per cent,"
said a school teacher," who did
not wish to be named, for obvious
reasons.

"If Karuna had … helped the
Tamil refugees, we would have
embraced him. But he is doing
precious little," said a Christian
priest, involved in relief work.

There was not a town in the
government-held areas which was
not dotted with Karuna's offices
or camps, which significantly,
were almost always close to the
camps of the government forces.

The TMVP's offices are locat-
ed in opulent houses, many
owned by Tamils who had fled to
the West apparently.

"The TMVP has the ability to
acquire any property it fancies!"
said a resident with a mischievous
smile. Locals alleged that houses
are commandeered and rents are
not paid.

No going back
until shelling
stops, Tamil
refugees say

TAMIL refugees in Batticaloa
district say that they will not go
back to their homes unless the
shelling stops completely and
lasting peace is brought about.

"We'll go back only when
peace is restored. We can't go
back when shelling is on,"
affirmed Thangavadivel a farmer
from Mutur East in Trincomalee
district, who has been living with
his family in the Vettukadu camp
in the outskirts of Batticaloa town
for the past 11 months.

This is a tall order, given the
fact that the Sri Lankan govern-
ment is determined to pursue the
LTTE, and drive it out of the
Eastern districts.

And clearing the East is going
to take time, though the powers-
that-be in Colombo believe that
the entire North and East can be
cleared within three years.

Asked what the problem was
when the government had said
that people would be rehabilitated
only after the designated re-settle-
ment area was cleared of the
LTTE, and the mines planted by it
were removed, Thangavadivel
said fighting could break out at
any time even in "cleared" areas.

Echoing the refugees' fears, a
local religious dignitary, who did
not want to be identified, said:
"The Tigers are bound to bounce
back. Fighting will go on if there
is no move for a political settle-
ment. I see no light at the end of
the tunnel."     

Informed sources in Battica-
loa attributed the refugees' reluc-
tance to go back to their homes to
the change in weaponry and tac-
tics of the Sri Lankan forces.

The nature of fighting has
undergone a sea change. Earlier,
both sides relied essentially on
small arms and mortars, with the
security forces using choppers
also, and occasionally, aircraft.

Now the state uses long range
weapons and the Air Force liber-
ally, making these its main strike
weapons. Even the LTTE now
prefers long range weapons to
ground movement and hand to
hand fighting.

The refugees have grown up
in the midst of war for close to
twenty years. But their previous
experience in dodging gun fire
proved to be useless this time
round.

Sarangapani a coolie from

Vavunathivu said that earlier,
people had time to take shelter in
peace zones like schools, temples
and churches. The fighting forces
by-passed these shelters.

But now, no place is safe. "We
don't know when an artillery shell
or an aerial bomb will fall in our
area. The attacker can't be seen.
There is no warning that he is
going to come. There is no
escape!" he said.

"We fled carrying nothing
with us except the clothes we
were wearing," he recalled.

Thangavadivel had moved
from one place to another four
times because shells would catch
up with him wherever he tried to
settle.

There was no report of any
significant killings as a result of
the shelling. No refugee men-
tioned it. Apparently, the shells
fell on places with no people in
close proximity. But death due to
shelling had been a constant
threat, a real, everyday possibili-
ty. That is why the people fled.     

A woman inmate in Vettukadu
said that people who had been
taken back to their villages by the
government, had found there
were "no people, only the army"
there.

Clearly, the refugees do not
like the army breathing down
their necks. The places had also
been destroyed and looted, other
refugees said.

Nirmalai, a music teacher
from the Tamil-Muslim town of
Mutur had a different problem.
She said that she did not want to
go back because there would be
too many Muslims there.

"Tamils can't trust them," she
said. Muslims are seen as being
pro-Army.       

The refugees' refusal to enter-
tain the thought of going back, is
worrying Tamil leaders who
believe that if they do not go
back, their places will be taken by
non-Tamils, like Sinhalas and
Muslims, especially the former,
with the help of the state.

A leading Catholic religious
figure is telling the refugees to go
back, if allowed to. He is remind-
ing them that the ethnic conflict
began in the 1950s with "state-
aided colonisation" of the Tamil
areas of the North-East by the
Sinhalas, the majority community
in Sri Lanka.

Despite fear of Sinhala colonisation

PK Balachandran
Hindustan Times

PK Balachandran
Hindustan Times

Sri Lankan armed forces in
Batticaloa and Amparai.

As one went further in, one
could hear the sound of shelling
by a wide variety of long range
area weapons - 81 mm 'arty' mor-
tars, 122 mm artillery and the
most dreaded and the noisiest of
them all, the Multi-Barrel Rocket
Launcher (MBRL).     

The towns in Batticalao dis-
trict like Chengalady and Eravur,
looked battle-scarred, with half

‘We don't know when
an artillery shell or an
aerial bomb will fall.
The attacker can't be
seen. There is no
warning that he is
going to come. There
is no escape!’
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ASSERTING that Monday's
airstrike on Katunayake "indi-
cates a quantum leap in the
LTTE's technological base,"
Professor Kumar David, an engi-
neering specialist, argues that "the
LTTE's aviation technology is far
behind that of the Sri Lanka Air
force..that it has taken the first
step is quite telling."

In a op-ed in The Island, he
cautions Colombo that the human
capital gathered against massive
odds by the LTTE renders a mili-
tary solution unviable. Mean-
while, a columnist in the Tamil
Guardian points out the LTTE
acquired the know-how and mate-
rials for an air force in the harsh-
est international climate for
armed movements.

"In a modern knowledge-
based world the true measure of
progress is the sophistication of
human resources capital; technol-
ogy is not things, not machines,
gadgets and electronics, rather
technology is the knowledge and
ability inside people's heads,"
Prof. David wrote.

He points to the vast array of
different human skills, beyond
simply flying a light aircraft that
need to be acquired and brought
together to accomplish recent

airstrike on Katunayake. 
"It is not just a matter of

smuggling in a light aircraft kit or
two and assembling them in the
jungle. They have to be test
flown; they have to take-off and
land; be maintained and serviced,
the bomb bays loaded and the
frame structurally balanced."

Air Tigers: human capital
gathered against the odds

LTTE pilots are pictured with their airplane, modified to drop bombs in photos relased last month.

Kong's largest and best known
engineering school. pointed out
that his analysis is based on forty
of engineering experience.

Meanwhile, an op-ed in the
Tamil Guardian says the crucial
message that the LTTE has sent
Colombo with its heavily publi-
cised airstrike is "not only is the
LTTE now able to conduct such
raids; it has been able to acquire
this ability despite the pointed
efforts of the Sri Lanka govern-
ment and its allies to prevent it."

"There is nothing inevitable
about the emergence of the 'Air
Tigers.' In fact there is every rea-
son for such an endeavour to be
nigh impossible now," Suren
Manoharan wrote.

"Indeed, the post 9/11 era,
with its attendant global anti-ter-
rorism drives, has arguable been
the most difficult period in which
the LTTE has had to develop any
of its military capabilities."

"This period coincides with
the most concentrated and exten-
sive effort by the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment and its international
allies to squeeze the LTTE's
ocean going supply lines and shut
down its financial and other oper-
ations around the world."
Analysis, p6

ASKED for the United States'
reaction to the LTTE airstrike on
the military airbase at
Katunayake last Monday, the US
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, Robert
O' Blake said: "The LTTE's suc-
cessful deployment of an offen-
sive air capability is a matter of
great concern."

Asked by Sri Lanka's state-
owned Daily News if the LTTE
attack changed the US view about
the conflict, he said: "We do not

believe there can be a military
solution to this conflict. Rather,
both sides should cease hostilities
so talks can take place on a nego-
tiated settlement."

Asked if the US has changed
its travel advice to Americans as a
result of this attack, Mr. Blake
said: "There has been no substan-
tive change in our advice.  The
U.S. Embassy does not perceive a
specific threat to our citizens."

The unruffled US reaction to

US, India unruffled 
the LTTE mirrored that of India,
whose Foreign Secretary Shiv
Shanker Menon, when asked
about the LTTE attack said: "We
are very concerned at the escala-
tion of violence in Sri Lanka in
the last few weeks. The incident
is one part of the violent incidents
that we have seen."

"To pick on an individual inci-
dent of violence will not help
solve the root cause of the prob-
lem," he said.
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"To fly from some god-forsak-
en part of the Vanni over
Katunayake, drop a payload and
get back safely in the dead of
night needs some minimal avion-
ics and navigational tools and the
ability to use them."

"But most important of all it
needs the flight crews, the engi-
neering personnel and the ground
crews to carry out the operation."

"Make no mistake about it, if
every LTTE aircraft, runway and
hanger is destroyed but the skilled
personnel remain, then the battle
has only just begun," he warns.

Prof. David, Dean of Hong

‘A quantum leap in
the Tamil Tigers’
technological base’
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SRI LANKA'S worsening human
rights record and hardline mili-
taristic approach to the ethnic
question has not deterred interna-
tional donors from continuing to
fund the Sinhala-dominated state.

In March 2007 the Japanese
government and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
awarded a total of US$ 620 mil-
lion to Sri Lanka.

And whilst some donor coun-
tries like Germany and the United
Kingdom have linked aid to
improved human rights and de-
escalation of violence, there is no
significant reduction in fund flow.

The ADB approved a US$ 300
million loan towards expansion of
Colombo port which it considers
to be a key trans-shipment hub in
South Asia while the Japanese
government provided its largest
yen loan package to Sri Lanka -
US$ 320 million - under its
Official Development Assistance
(ODA) loan scheme.

This is the 38th loan package
Japan has extended to the Sri
Lanka. Japan is the single largest
donor to Sri Lanka in terms of the
total amount of assistance since
1986, and Sri Lanka is one of the
largest recipients of per head
assistance from Japan in the
world. 

The loaned funds is to be
spent on infrastructure projects
identified by Sri Lankan
President Mahinda Rajapkse's
election manifesto and is aimed at
building infrastructure. 

According to the ADB,
Colombo port which is now capa-

ble of handling 3.3 million con-
tainers would be able to handle
5.7 million containers following
the expansion.

Prodyut Dutt, a senior trans-
port specialist with ADB's South
Asia Department, said: "In recent
years, Colombo Port has lost mar-
ket share in trans-shipment
because it does not have the oper-
ating capacity or depth required
to berth the latest generation con-
tainer ships." 

Recent military offensives
against the Tamil Tigers by the Sri
Lankan government in defiance
of the 2002 ceasefire agreement
has increased risk violence
spreading to the south and
according to ADB the expansion
plan incorporates stepped up
security measures.

Sri Lanka whilst borrowing
heavily has significantly
increased its defense budget for
2007 to US $1.4 Billion. An
increase of 46% over the previous
year and 23% of Sri Lankan
state's total income.

On April 2, a coalition of
about 200 Sri Lankan civil soci-
ety groups called South Asian
nations to cut defense spending
and increase funding for socio
economic development to curb
poverty in one of the world's
poorest regions.

"We realize that the lavish
spending on weapons by poor
South Asian countries is one of
the major causes of rampant
poverty in the region," Arjun
Karki, a coordinator of the coali-
tion, told a news conference.

Aid flows
despite abuses,
renewed war

SRI LANKA is seeking bids to
develop oil fields in the Mannar
basin, in the northwest of the
island, having allocated one of
five blocks in the Mannar basin to
India and another to China.

The biding process for the
remaining three blocks will open
on May 1 2007 and licenses will
be awarded in early 2008, accord-
ing to Neil De Silva, Sri Lanka's
Director General of Petroleum
Resources Development.

Meanwhile the United States
is to award a grant of US$474,000
to Sri Lanka's ministry of Finance
and Planning to develop the coun-
try's oil and gas sector.

The blocks being put up for
bids are estimated to contain 1
billion barrels of oil and would
significantly alter the country's
energy sector and economy.

According to the Central Bank
of Sri Lanka, the country imports
about 15 million barrels of crude
each year, and also buys about 15
million barrels of oil products
from abroad annually.

The Ceylon Chamber of

Commerce says "the oil and gas
industry has the potential to
change the destiny of Sri Lanka."

"Escalating oil and gas prices
have not only led to the increase
in the cost of living but also the
reduction of competitiveness of
Sri Lankan exports," a CCC press
release added.

However analysts feel the
escalating conflict and the fre-
quent sea clashes between the Sri
Lankan Navy and the Sea Tigers
off the northwestern coast would
dampen the enthusiasm among
major international players. 

"Security is a real issue, and
with there being so much explo-
ration activity happening else-
where, major international play-
ers could prioritize in safer areas,"
says Tony Regan, consultant with
Nexant Inc. in Singapore. 

Meanwhile in a ceremony two
weeks ago US Ambassador to Sri
Lanka, Robert O'Blake signed an
agreement to grant of
US$474,000 to the Sri Lankan
ministry of Finance and Planning.

The grant is to fund technical

Oil search to step up
US Ambassador to Sri Lanka, Robert Blake (l) and Sri Lankan Secretary for the Ministry of Finance
and Planning, Dr. P.B. Jayasundera sign an agreement on a US grant of $474,000 for oil exploration

assistance to the Ministry of Petr-
oleum and Petroleum Resources
Development in support of "its ef-
forts to develop a comprehensive
oil and gas regulatory system and
establish an organizational struc-
ture for the regulatory authority."

"A well-developed regulatory
structure is essential to attracting
and keeping high-quality invest-
ors in the oil sector," Mr. Blake
said. "We hope our assistance will
help Sri Lanka establish an open
and transparent regulatory system
that both protects Sri Lanka's
interests and gives investors con-
fidence that they can earn a
worthwhile return."

Apart from developing the oil
and gas sector in Sri Lanka India
and China are also building coal-
fired power plants.China is to
build Sri Lanka’s first coal-fired
power plant at Norocholai, north
of capital Colombo. 

India's largest power compa-
ny, in December 2006 signed an
agreement to build a 500
megawatt coal-fired power plant
in the northeast of Sri Lanka.

refugees' welfare from the Sri
Lankan government has left thou-
sands of others without food sup-
plies. 

"The district still awaits food
to cover the government commit-
ment of 40,000. Currently there is
enough food in the district to
cover 70,000 with the remainder
being sent next month. However,
some 30,000 people are still with-
out food," the Inter Agency
Standing Committee, a combine
of UN and other relief agencies
said last month. 

Mass displacements of people
and the subsequent use of schools
as refugee camps has disrupted
the education of over 30,000
Tamil students.

"The sound of multi-barrel
rockets being launched is just ter-
rible. We know parents and chil-

dren are staying away from
school because they are too
scared to go," UNICEF Batticaloa
Head Christina de Bruin said.

Squalid living conditions are
not the only worry the IDPs in
eastern Sri Lanka have. They are

Suffering of Batticaloa refugees deepens ...
ional raised the alarm about arm-
ed paramilitaries operating in
refugee camps in government
held territories but the practice
continues.

Purna Sen, Asia Pacific direc-
tor at Amnesty International said:
"The Karuna faction appears to
operate throughout Batticaloa
town with the complicity of the
Sri Lankan authorities."

"The people who have been
forced to flee the fighting are in
an extremely vulnerable position:
they have left behind their liveli-
hoods and their homes, they may
not know the area and they are
likely to be very scared. The gov-
ernment has a responsibility to
ensure that camps are safe and
civilian in nature - it is unaccept-
able for men with guns to be wan-
dering around as if they are in
control," She added.

Adding to the woes of the

refugees, the Sri Lankan army has
been forcefully resettling
refugees in recently captured
Vaharai, effectively using them as
human shields, creating a buffer
zone to protect themselves from
any LTTE attacks.

ment should be voluntary, in safe-
ty and with dignity. UNHCR and
other agencies have not yet done
in-depth assessments in Vakarai.
This is linked to sustainability
and safety of return," a statement
issued in March by UNHCR said.

"The presence of TMVP
[Karuna Group] armed cadres is
reported in Vakarai and this may
lead to security problems similar
to those IDPs faced in the
Batticaloa displacement sites,"
the UNHCR added.

The overall security situation
in Batticaloa district remains
volatile with frequent clashes
between reported between the Sri
Lankan army and the LTTE.

"It is still very difficult to
operate, the roads are closed, no
communications and there is
more fighting," UN Spokesperson
Orla Clinton said.
More reports p2, p4

Continued from page 1

also living in fear of roving gun-
men from the paramilitary Karu-
na Group and Sri Lankan soldiers.

Karuna group cadres are roa-
ming the refugee camps intimi-
dating and abducting refugees,
aid agencies say.

In March Amnesty Internat-

Squalid living 
conditions are not 
the only worry the
refugees in eastern 
Sri Lanka have.

Aid agencies have protested
against this action by the security
forces and UNHCR has reported-
ly withdrawn from all resettle-
ment operations in the East.

"Any return to places of origin
in accordance with the guiding
principles of internal displace-

‘It is still very difficult
to operate, roads are
closed, there are no
communications and
there is more fighting’
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European Union and India - have appoint-
ed prominent individuals to it.

But that has been the sum total of inter-
national action. The COI itself is an eye-
wash, as any seasoned observer of Sri
Lanka's politics will attest. The IIGEP has
been inaugurated, but its profile is so low-
key as to be almost invisible. For the past
two decades, the primary driver for con-
tinuing abuses by the state armed forces
has been the heavily institutionalized cul-
ture of impunity in Sri Lanka. In short, the
security forces are certain that anything
goes in the name of national security.
Their confidence is entirely justified. Not
only is the Sri Lankan state unconcerned,
provided the war is won, neither, really, is
the international community. Whilst
doing nothing else and simply appointing
an individual to the IIGEP, the leading
states involved in Sri Lanka have effec-
tively (and knowingly) provided Sri
Lanka with a fig leaf behind which to
approach international fora like the UN
Human Rights Council.

In the meantime, the campaign to
establish international human rights mon-
itoring meanders along making much
noise but little progress against effective
resistance by the Sri Lankan state. This
resistance has less to with Sri Lanka's
arguments (indeed the country with the
second most recorded disappearances
after Iraq doesn't really have a case) than
lacklustre international commitment to
protecting rights against this state. In a
despicable appeal to the Sinhala chauvu-
nism now riding high in the south, some
advocates such as Human Rights Watch
(HRW), have even argued that a monitor-
ing mechanism would be primarily be
useful in cornering the LTTE.

The assumption that the Tamil libera-
tion movement is antithetical to interna-
tional human rights protection is erro-
neous. The central Tamil grievance is
state oppression. For decades we have
argued ourselves hoarse that it is the slow
genocide by the state that we are resisting.
Any mechanism that will effectively
restrain the Sinhala dominated state from
continuing its violence against our people
would be welcome. As such, an effective
independent monitoring mechanism
would be an important first step. But
beyond monitoring lies the true problem:
the lack of commitment by leading inter-
national states to restrain friendly states
crushing rebellious peoples, no matter
how brutally.

Fig Leaf
Rights monitoring is pointless without firm international action 

TAMIL GUARDIAN

The Presidency of Mahinda Rajapakse
has primarily been one of renewed war in
the Northeast and repression in the south.
Whilst the Tamils have borne the brunt of
state violence in the past 18 months, the
tide of rabid Sinhala nationalism that has
emerged in that time has cowed the south-
ern liberals and the Left. Nothing has con-
tributed more to the all-pervasive sense of
fear than the ceaseless killings and disap-
pearances that have come to mark
President Rajapakse's rule above anything
else. Of course, the 'shadow war' began
littering Sri Lanka's roadsides and fields
with bound and mutilated corpses well
before 'Mahinda Chinthana' became the
state philosophy. But human rights abuses
became common place only afterwards.

What has been striking, however, is the
feeble response of the international com-
munity, led by the West. The 2002-3
Norwegian peace talks were heavily laced
with the liberal ethos of human rights.
Indeed the pressing humanitarian needs of
hundreds of thousands of Tamils - the
stated primary concern of the LTTE were
marginalized by the internationally-
backed peace process whilst human rights
protection was held aloft as the magic pill
for Sri Lanka's ethnic crisis (a quick read
of the joint statements issued after the last
four of the six rounds will illustrate our
point). So what happened to that interna-
tional commitment to human rights when
President Rajapakse resumed the war?
The international indifference to the cas-
cade of bloodied corpses speaks volumes:
the priority is to ensure Sri Lanka defeats
the LTTE and ends the Tamil challenge to
the state. Which is why, apart from occa-
sional handwringing, there is no credible
effort to restrain the Sri Lankan state.

But amid this inaction, a curious inter-
national campaign is underway: a call to
establish an international human rights
monitoring body. For much of the past
year a coalition of international and local
human rights groups, including the
recently unfairly vilified Amnesty
International, and activists have been agi-
tating for such an independent body. They
argue, correctly, that the Sri Lankan state
cannot be entrusted with monitoring. This
pressure compelled President Rajapakse
last year to appoint a Commission of
Inquiry (COI) and accept the appointment
of a panel of international observers, the
International Independent Group of
Eminent Persons (IIGEP). A number of
international actors - including the

THE Liberation Tigers' bombing
raid on the main Sri Lanka Air
Force (SLAF) airbase at
Katunayake last Monday has 
signalled what one security 
analyst has termed a new phase
in the island's protracted conflict.

Other commentators, on the
other hand, have questioned the
efficacy of the Tamileelam Air
Force (TAF). They point to the
limited firepower of a handful 
of light aircraft in comparison 
to SLAF's fleet of powerful jet
fighter-bombers. Some have
argued this has been further
reduced by the loss of the 
element of surprise. 

But this analysis not only
misconstrues the specific capa-
bilities the TAF adds to the
LTTE's military options, but 
also misses underlying lessons
about the LTTE's strategic gro-
wth that the fielding of an air
force, no matter how small, 
outlines.

To begin with, the TAF was
never intended to take the SLAF
head on in air-to-air combat. 

Instead the TAF is intended
to augment the LTTE's ground
and sea fighting capabilities by
providing three new capabilities:

(i) attack targets that are 
otherwise inaccessible either due
to their distance from the front-
lines or the presence of 
substantial defences and 
impediments on the ground,

(ii) enhance the rapid gather-
ing and verification of battlefield
and strategic intelligence, and 

(iii) transfer key assets,
including personnel and 
specialist equipment, rapidly
across the island.

Secondly, by compelling the
Sri Lankan military and 
government to contend with and
respond to the LTTE's possession
of these options, the TAF raises
the cost of waging war against
the LTTE and also 
constraints some of the options
hitherto available to Colombo. 

In the latter regard, the TAF
undoubtedly seeks to deter,
through the possibility of 
comparable retaliation in kind,
some of the tactics used by Sri
Lankan military in the northeast.

The TAF's first (at least
acknowledged) combat operation

last Monday was, as international
security analysts have pointed
out, a feat of considerable skill
and competence, not only for the
aircrew involved, but for the
commanders who planned and
controlled the raid from their
operation centre in Vanni.

Two LTTE aircraft took off
from a jungle airstrip, accurately
hit the SLAF's most heavily def-
ended installation and returned.
The entire operation was con-
ducted at night.

The issue is not whether Sri
Lanka's parked aircraft escaped
or not on Monday - and amidst
the government imposed black-
out, the matter remains inconclu-
sive - but the demonstration that
the LTTE can launch strikes
against specific targets on the
ground anywhere in the island
with considerably greater ease
than before.

A cursory survey of the 
major military and economic 
targets, particularly outside the
northeast, which have been
attacked in the past two decades
by the LTTE using its ground or
sea assets reveals the edge an
airborne option now gives it.

Key installations, potentially
anywhere in the island, including
military bases and other sites that
contribute to Sri Lanka's war
economy can no longer rely 
solely on adequate defence of
their perimeters on the ground.

The military's supply routes
moving personnel and equipment
to and from the northern battle-
fronts are much more vulnerable
as bridges, culverts, roads and
railway tracks far from the front-
lines are now within range of an
LTTE strike.

So are manufacturing sites,
storage depots and marshalling
yards.

This is not to say all these
targets are automatically 
vulnerable, but they certainly are
less secure than before: simply
being located too far away from
the frontlines or behind layers of
ground protection is no longer
sufficient.

And the LTTE's loss of the
element of surprise does not
diminish the need for Sri Lanka
to implement countermeasures.

There is consequently greater 

Flying Tigers
send new
message

Suren Manoharan
Tamil Guardian

The LTTE’s air power has been
developed in the harshest international
climate ever for armed movements
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pressure on the Sri Lankan
military to provide adequate 
protection both to its own 
installations and others that are
vital to the war economy.

The military's anti-aircraft
capability needs to be 
simultaneously expanded at a
considerable number of sites
across the island.

But it also needs to 
adequately disperse its assets,
rather than relying on the 
inaccessibility of key stockpiles
and assembly points. This 
further raises the strain of
defence against air attack.

Meanwhile, as one defence
analyst has already pointed out,
even the Navy's larger warships,
hitherto operating in the safety
provided by distance from the
shore and a screen of gunboats,
also have a new threat to 
contend with.

Harbours heavily reinforced
against LTTE sea borne attacks
are no longer sufficient 
protection either.

Secondly, the LTTE's ability
to put observers in the air and
move them rapidly across the
battlefield means that the 
gathering and verification of
intelligence, both tactical and
strategic, is considerably
enhanced.

The Sri Lankan military
therefore now now has to 
contend with greater needs for
concealment and dispersal, while
the element of surprise on which
offensive operations often 
crucially rely is potentially 
harder to retain than before.

Thirdly, the use of aircraft
allows the LTTE to move key
assets, including personnel and
specialist equipment, across the
island with greater ease, simply

bypassing complex security 
measures and other impediments
on the ground.

Even after Monday's airstri-
ke, some eyewitnesses claimed,
for example, that parachutists
were seen descending in the
skies over Colombo.

Although the LTTE has
released pictures of one plane,
the number and type of aircraft
in its possession are a matter of
speculation.

For some time there have
been claims of small helicopters
as well as fixed wing planes
being operated by the LTTE. If
true, these make a considerably
enhance the Tigers' ability to
move personnel and equipment
into and out of government- 
controlled areas.

Notably, the actual number 
of aircraft in the LTTE's 
possession are not relevant to
these kinds of operations. Indeed,
unless the LTTE wanted to
mount several simultaneous
operations, a couple of planes
would suffice.

But the most striking aspect
of the TAF is that it emerged at
all. Some analysts have posited
the emergence of the Tiger air
force as a natural and logical
extension of the LTTE's fighting
capability. The LTTE is famously
the only non-state military to
field a substantial naval arm, the
'Sea Tigers.' 

But there is nothing
inevitable about the emergence
of the 'Air Tigers.'

In fact there is every reason
for such an endeavour to be nigh
impossible now.

Although the LTTE claimed
an air force as long ago as 1998
and the foundations for it being
laid by Colonel Shankar, 

being used.
Air to ground operations are

complex activities requiring
extensive training and practice. 

Supporting even a single
airstrike requires radar operators,
communication personnel and
operational planning and control
staff.

Behind the handful of pilots
pictured with the LTTE leader
Vellupillai Pirapaharan in 
photographs released this week
are hundreds of other skilled 
personnel.

In launching a single
airstrike against the SLAF base
in Katunayake, the LTTE has

demonstrated that it has acquired
many of these skills and the
capacity to reproduce and extend
these.

The sheer scale of this
institutional exercise is 
demonstrated by the extent of the
external support that Sri Lanka
relies on for its own air 
operations.

Colombo relies heavily on
the facilities and know-how of
friendly air forces, especially
those of India and Pakistan, to
train its pilots and other 
personnel.

Despite being 18,000 strong,
the SLAF still relies heavily on
foreign personnel, again 
especially from Pakistan and
India, in day-to-day operations.

Pakistani Air Force officers
are, according to Indian security
analysts, coordinating SLAF 
air-to-ground operations against
the LTTE whilst Indian 
personnel are reportedly manning
some of Sri Lanka's radars.

Contractors from Ukraine and
Israel are reportedly helping
SLAF operate and maintain some
of its aircraft.

Thus while SLAF can readily
call on Sri Lanka's extensive 
military relationships for 
expertise and support, especially
since the turn of the century,
there have been considerable
international constraints on the
acquisition of military capacity
by non-state actors of any 
political persuasion. 

Except, of course, those
enjoying state patronage.

The LTTE is a notable 
exception in this regard, not 
having the backing of a single
state but the undisguised hostility
of several powerful ones.

And astute observers have
noted this is the crucial message
that the LTTE has sent Colombo
with its heavily publicised
airstrike Monday: not only is it
now able to conduct such raids;
it has been able to acquire this
ability despite the pointed efforts
of the Sri Lanka government and
its allies to prevent it.

Sri Lanka's war has entered a
new phase.

assassinated by Sri Lankan 
commandos in 2001, it is only in
recent years that the TAF has
been properly constituted.

But this period coincides 
with the most concentrated and
extensive effort by the Sri Lank-
an government and its interna-
tional allies to squeeze the
LTTE's ocean going supply lines
and shut down its financial and
other operations around the
world.

Indeed, the post 9/11 era,
with its attendant global anti- 
terrorism drives, has arguable
been the most difficult period in
which the LTTE has had to
develop any of its military 
capabilities.

That it was able to acquire
the sophisticated equipment, 
the supplies and, especially, the
extensive know-how to run an 
air force, not matter how small,
is no mean feat.

A cursory survey of the kinds
of skills and equipment needed
to stage even a two-plane air
force reveals the magnitude of
the task.

Apart from the planes 
themselves, an air force needs
radar, communication systems,
and a range of avionics. It also
needs the equipment to repair
and upgrade all this, as well as
the planes themselves.

The skillsets required to 
operate even a propeller driven
air force go well beyond simply
pilots - the aircrew themselves
need to be trained in air-to-
ground combat, including low-
level and night flying.

And on the ground 
technicians are needed for each
aspect of the aircraft and support
equipment and armourers for 
the different types of ordnance
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Australian Tamils
mourn Jeyakumar
TAMILS in Australia and across
the Pacific last week said farewell
to a stalwart of the Diaspora
Community, Mr. Thillainadarajah
Jeyakumar, 54, who died unex-
pectedly on March 29 at his home
in Melbourne, Australia.

Over 3,000 Tamils from
across Australia and the Pacific
filed past Mr. Jeyakumar's body at
a public funeral held in
Melbourne on April 3. 

Many mourners broke down
in tears as they said farewell to a
man they had come to know over
the past 20 years as a Tamil
nationalist and strong advocate
for the Eelam cause. 

During his 20 years at the
head of the Tamil Coordinating
Committee in the Asia Pacific,
Mr. Jeyakumar united the Tamil
Diaspora in the region behind the
Tamil cause and built such a
momentum that when the tsunami
struck the Tamil homelands in
2004 Australian Tamils flew to
the island in unprecedented num-
bers to assist their people.

Tributes were also received
from India, Sri Lanka, UK, and
other locations where Mr. Jeyak-
umar's services to his people had
taken him.

Mr. Jeyakumar's casket was
taken to the hall at 3:00 pm and
people gathered outside started fi-
ling past the coffin. The funeral
concluded at 8:00 pm, after ever-
yone had had the opportunity to
file past the coffin and pay their
respects.

With an LTTE flag draped ov-
er the body, thousands of Tamils
paid floral tributes with red and
yellow roses. Many wreaths and
bouquets brought by mourners
were also placed by the casket. 

A service was also held in the
Vanni, with the head of the
LTTE's political wing, Mr. S. P.

Tamilselvan lighting the ceremo-
nial flame. 

The leader of the Liberation
Tigers, Velupillai Pirapaharan,
conferred the Maamaniathar
(Great Human) award on him. 

Praising him as the leading
force behind the Australian Tam-
ils Co-ordinating Committee for
the last two decades, Mr. Pirap-
aharan credited Mr. Jeyakumar
with uniting Australian Tamils
towards supporting the Tamil
Eelam struggle. 

"Jeyakumar was a cultured
human being. Honest and unse-
lfish, he dedicated his life to serve
his people. He was soft spoken
and had exemplary qualities," Mr.
Pirapaharan said.

The Australasian Federation
of Tamil Associations (AFTA)
said it “salutes Maamanithar

Jeyakumar's selfless contribution
to the Eelam Tamil cause and
takes a pledge to continue to work
for justice to achieve lasting pea-
ce in Sri Lanka.”

Mr. Jeyakumar "selflessly
worked to mobilise the Tamils in
the Australasian region since
1983 to increase the awareness of
the wider Australian and New
Zealand Communities, particular-
ly the parliamentarians and the
NGO community of the conflict
in Sri Lanka and has worked tire-
lessly to alleviate the terrible suf-
ferings of the Tamils in Sri Lanka
caused by the brutal oppression of
the successive Sri Lankan Gov-
ernments," AFTA said.

Mr. Jeyakumar (pictured
below) was from Vannarpannai in
Jaffna. He is survived by his wife,
Yoga and a son, Karthik.

LTTE confers
Maamanithar award
on veteran activist

WE have lost today a great human
being who worked relentlessly to
support our struggle, leading the
Australian Tamils Co-ordinating
Committee for the last twenty
years. The whole of the Tamil
Nation is mourning his death.

Jeyakumar was a cultured
human being. Honest and
unselfish, he dedicated his life to
serve his people. He was soft spo-
ken and had exemplary qualities.
His innocent smile captivated all
who came to know him.

Jeyakumar was a patriot.
Although he was based in
Australia, he continued to deeply
love the land of his birth. He
strongly felt that the oppressive
Sinhala leadership will never
willingly offer a just solution to
the Tamil people. His experiences
convinced him that a separate
state is the only way open to the
Tamil people to live in peace with
honour.

His deep knowledge of our
struggle, and clear vision for the
future lit the flame of liberation in

his consciousness. 
Across the oceans, beyond

several continents, away from his
homeland, Jeyakumar contributed
the maximum possible by an
expatriate Tamil towards the lib-
eration of his homeland. He
understood the political climate
and the need to obey the law of
the land of his adopted country
and functioned diligently within
this framework. 

He united the Australian
Tamils to provide moral support
and help to the people in his
homeland. He set up institutional
structures that will continue to
strengthen Diaspora engagement
with the destiny of Tamil people
in Northeast.

Recognizing Jeyakumar's love
for his land and his people, and
his services to his community, I
take great pleasure in awarding
the Maamanithar title to him. 

Death never destroys great
men who lived to uphold truthful
goals. They will forever live in
the psyche of the Tamil Nation.

The English translation of the letter from Mr
Vellpillai Pirapaharan, the leader of the LTTE
awarding Mr. Thillainadarajah Jeyakumar the
title of Maamanithar (Great Human) follows:

(clockwise from above, left) Head of the LTTE Political Wing, Mr.
S. P. Tamilselvan, lights the traditional lamp at a remembrance
event in Kilinochchi; several thousand people filed past Mr.
Jeyakumar's casket in Melbourne, Australia; the veteran Tamil
activist is survived by his wife, Yoga, and son, Karthic.
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OVER 2,000 Tamil expatriates
gathered in front of the Eiffel
Tower Monday, despite the
authorities' cancellation of a
planned protest rally to condemn
the arrests by French police of
several Tamil activists for raising
funds for the LTTE. Many other
Tamils gathered in nearby public
places, blocking traffic.

Although the protest's cancel-
lation had been publicised on
Tamil radio and television by the
rally's organisers who told expa-
triates that permission would be
sought anew, several thousand
people converged on Paris centre,
to condemn the arrests on April 1,
one week after the LTTE airstrike
on Katunayake.

That day French counter-ter-
rorism police simultaneously
raided four Tamil community
organisation premises and arrest-
ed 19 people on accusations of
extorting funds which were sent
to the Tamil Tigers in Sri Lanka.

The Paris office of the Tamil
Co-ordinating Committee (TCC)
was raided in the early hours and
arrests made. 

There were also arrests of
individuals from a number of
other Tamil businesses and orga-
nizations, including the Hindu
Amman Temple, the Tamil Reha-
bilitation Organisation and TTN
television station.

On Friday April 6 French anti-
terror judges brought preliminary
charges against 15 of the 19
arrested individuals and released
the other four without charges.

According to an Associate
Press report, the 14 suspects in
'preventive detention' face prelim-
inary charges of extortion, financ-
ing terrorism and "criminal asso-
ciation with a terrorist enterprise"
- a blanket charge often used in
France that carries a 10-year max-
imum sentence.

Those arrested allegedly coer-
ced members of France's large Sri
Lankan community into giving
them money that was then fun-
neled to the LTTE, the report said.

Amid shock and anger amo-
ngst the Tamil community in
France, the Tamil Youth Organiz-
ation (TYO) there had called for
expatriates to rally in protest at a
Paris city-centre location on
Monday at 2:00 p.m. 

However, the French authori-
ties had refused to allow the
protest to go ahead as scheduled.

The authorities' cancellation
was, reportedly at their request,
widely publicized in Tamil media,
including the Paris based Tamil
Television Network (TTN).

Nonetheless, several thousand
Tamil expatriates arrived in Paris
Monday to protest.

The organisers - the TYO, the
India Sri Lanka Business
Chamber in Paris and Anthony
Russell, a Paris councillor - held a
press conference Monday morn-
ing at the Novatel Hotel in Paris-
12 to announce the cancellation

of the planned protest.
The India Sri Lanka Business

Chamber in Paris has more than
250 businesses as members. 

The protest organizers urged
several thousand people who had
taken to the streets to peacefully
cooperate with their decision to
respect the authorities' orders.

Over five thousand people
were turned back by the organis-
ers and French Police, according
to Tamil electronic media cover-
ing developments in Paris.

But some two thousand pro-
testors had flocked to the
Trocadèro square in front of
Eiffel Tower around 3:15 p.m.,
around 50 meters from the site
where the cancelled rally was to
take place at 2:00 p.m.

Another two thousand people
took to nearby public places. In
some places people sat on roads
blocking traffic.

But the crowd refused to heed
orders by the police to disperse.

Police were forced to call on
Councillor Russell to convince
the angry crowd to peacefully
leave the site and attend a rally
that would be announced later .

Following an address by Mr.
Russell, the protestors left the
square peacefully at 5:00 p.m.

Mr. Russell told French media
that he had 400 Tamil families in
his area and none of them had
complained about forcible fund-
raising by the TCC.

A spokesperson from the
Pondicherry Tamil community,
Jean-Marie Julia (Chevalier) said
that the Tamil community has
been living in France for more
than 23 years and respected the
laws of the country.

The India Sri Lanka Business
Chamber chamber released an
appeal from over 120 member
business establishments (almost
all owned by Tamil expatriates) in
the La Chapelle area supporting
the TCC and rejecting allegations
of forcible fund-raising.

"The authorities here have
been well aware that the TCC has
been collecting funds for more
than 22 years," said Sivaguru
Balachandran, editor of a local
Tamil weekly, the Paris Eelanadu.

"The EU ban on the Tigers has
been criticized by as having a
counter-productive effect on the
peace process in the island of Sri
Lanka," he said.

"Again, the timing and aggr-
ession by the French counter-ter-
rorism police, five days after the
LTTE air-strike on Sri Lanka Air
Force base in Colombo, strongly
suggests that [these arrests] have
been carried out on a similar
logic," Mr. Balachandran said.

Following the EU ban in June
last year the French ambassador
to Sri Lanka, Jean Bernard de
Vaivre, speaking at an event to
mark the National Day of France
criticized both the LTTE and the
government for their violent
actions. 

Outraged over fundraising arrests,
Tamils in France defy protest bar

However France, like other
leading states involved in Sri
Lanka, has pointedly desisted
from acting against the Sri
Lankan state whilst taking puni-
tive measures against the LTTE.

Neither France, nor the
European Union more generally,
has taken Sri Lanka to task on its
human rights violations now
widely documented by interna-
tional human rights groups or
restrained Colombo from contin-
uing its military offensives in the
Northeast.

Many Tamil expatriates feel
the French arrests are part of
wider plan by some members of
the international community to
weaken the LTTE and help
Colombo secure a military victo-
ry over the Tigers.
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THE Sri Lankan government is
trying to sidestep the internation-
al focus on its human rights viola-
tions by using an international
forum against the Tamil people,
the LTTE charged last week. 

The government is using the
SAARC summit to sidestep the
International Community's focus
on Colombo's worst record of
human rights abuses and institu-
tionalized impunity for crimes
against the Tamil people and at
the same time use it against the
Tamil people's right to defend
themselves, the head of the
LTTE's Political Wing, Mr S. P.
Tamilselvan said.

"It is crucial that the voice of
Tamil people, be heard when the
summits like the SAARC are con-
ducted, as Tamils constitute a pe-
ople who are highly affected by
the oppressive acts and the forei-
gn policy of the Sri Lankan state
in the regional and the Internat-
ional arena," Mr. Tamilselvan told
TamilNet.

"Lately, Colombo has been
struggling with its worst track
record of human rights violations.
Its armed forces are complicit in
abductions and killings in the

areas under the occupation of the
Sri Lanka Army. There is a total
impunity for the perpetrators of
rights abuses," he said.

"As a signatory to the Social
Charter [signed by Sri Lankan in
2004], the Sri Lankan state sho-
uld be given a stern message that
no civilized country in the world
would extend supporting hands to
the oppressive policies of Colo-
mbo," the LTTE's Political Head
said.

"We also note that the Social
Charter gives special focus to the
rights of children and women."

"In the occupied territories of
Tamil homeland, children are
forced to go to schools inside the
militarized zones declared as
High Security Zones. Abductions
and killings have become a daily
routine," Mr. Tamilselvan said. 

"The Sri Lankan state has
reached the state of paranoid dis-
order," he said. "It has engaged its
armed forces and paramilitaries in
a genocidal war against the Tamil
people. Even the Sinhalese who
voice against the abuses or wit-
ness the acts of the perpetrators
are transferred or silenced other-
wise."

‘Colombo battles to
avoid human rights
focus’ - LTTE

A CHORUS of human rights
groups appealed last week to Sri
Lanka's government and the
Liberation Tigers to halt a rash of
rights abuses and abductions.

Sri Lanka's Human Rights
Commission says hundreds of
people have 'disappeared' so far
this year, on top of 1,000 last year.

Some see a terrifying parallel
between recent abductions in
well-guarded, government-con-
trolled areas and a spate of disap-
pearances in the late 1980s when
the government crushed an upris-
ing by hardline Marxists.

"One worry for many human
rights activists is maybe we are
back to the dark days of the late
80s, where disappearances torture
and all forms of grave abuses
have returned with a vengeance,"
said Ahilan Kadirgamar of expa-
triate rights advocacy group the
Sri Lanka Democracy Forum.

Kadirgamar - a cousin of for-
mer Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar, who was shot dead
by a suspected LTTE sniper in
2005 - said both sides were vio-
lating the terms of a now-tattered

2002 truce, and urged them to
find a political solution to a con-
flict that has killed around 68,000
people since 1983.

The Hong Kong-based Asian
Human Rights Commission last
Thursday published a list of 81
people who have 'disappeared'
since August, voicing concern at
the state's apparent inaction in
addressing the problem.

Relatives of disappeared peo-
ple protested in the capital last
week to demand their safe return,
many of them accusing the secu-
rity forces of abductions. Many of
those reported disappeared are
ethnic Tamils.

"Five unknown people came
with a white van and took my
husband, saying they were taking
him for a CID (police) inquiry,"
said 32-year-old ethnic Tamil
housewife Clancy Maxibontan.

"My daughter asks every day
'where is my father?'," she added.
"I believe the government must
take responsibility for my hus-
band's abduction."

The government says statis-
tics of disappearances and abduc-
tions are overblown, and says
many of those alleged are cases of
young lovers eloping or other pri-
vate issues.

"Certain people who have co-
me from the north and east, they
come from (LTTE stronghold)
Kilinochchi and certain places.
They stay in Colombo, and sudd-
enly they come and complain that
somebody is missing," said Laks-
hman Hulugalle, Director General
of the government's Media Centre
for National Security.

"We found certain girls going
away with a boy ... There are
many incidents like that," he said,
adding that some people arrested
on suspicion of links to the Tigers
under anti-terrorism laws were
also often erroneously included in
lists of abducted.

A U.N. envoy has accused ele-
ments of the military of helping a
group of renegade rebels called
the Karuna Group, who analysts
say are allied to the government,
to abduct children as fighters.

UNICEF and other aid groups
say both the mainstream Tigers
and the Karuna Group continue to
abduct children, particularly in
the island's restive east.

"The levels of killings, disap-
pearances and abductions make
clear there is a growing climate of
impunity," said Yolanda Foster,
Sri Lanka researcher for Amnesty
International.

Human rights groups decry
mounting abductions
Reuters

AMNESTY International's efforts
to build support for international
monitoring of human rights abus-
es in Sri Lanka using the topical
theme of cricket drew the fury of
the Colombo government and, in
a rare moment of southern soli-
darity, the main opposition United
National Party (UNP) joined the
Sinhala hardline Janatha Vimu-
kthi Peramuna (JVP) and the rul-
ing Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) in denouncing the move. 

Capitalising on the interest ar-
ound the World Cup, Amnesty la-
st week launched a publicity cam-
paign - using the slogan 'Play by
the Rules' - to urge Sri Lanka's
warring parties to respect human
rights and consent to an interna-
tional body to monitor abuses. 

The campaign, launched in
the Caribbean - where the World
Cup competition is being staged -
as well as in Europe and South
Asia (but not in Sri Lanka), envis-
ages getting celebrities and mem-
bers of the public to sign foam

cricket balls bearing the words:
"Sri Lanka, play by rules."

Explaining their choice of th-
eme, Amnesty's deputy Asia Pac-
ific director, Tim Parritt said: "ju-
st as all cricket teams need an in-
dependent umpire to make objec-
tive decisions, so too does Sri La-
nka need independent human rig-
hts monitors to ensure the govern-
ment, Tamil Tigers and other arm-
ed groups respect the rules and
protect civilians caught up in the
conflict."

"Currently all parties to the
conflict in Sri Lanka are breaking
international law by killing civili-
ans, destroying homes and scho-
ols, or forcibly disappearing peo-
ple," he said in a statement.

"The situation has got far wo-
rse over the last year, and we dec-
ided it was time to take action."

"The campaign is in no way
aimed at the Sri Lankan cricket
team," Amnesty also said.

But the hardline government
of President Mahinda Rajapakse
reacted angrily, denouncing the
campaign as an effort to demor-
alise Sri Lanka's cricket team.

"One expects international hu-

man rights organizations to resp-
ect the spirit of cricket and not
intrude the game with such slurs,"
Lucian Rajakarunanayake, direc-
tor of the Sri Lankan president's
Media Division, was quoted by
the Associated Press as saying. 

"One would like to ask Amn-
esty International whether it plans
to take up the issue of human
rights violations by the U.S. gov-
ernment in Iraq or in Guantanamo
Bay at the Super Bowl match or
the National Basketball League
championship," he said.

And Sri Lanka's opposition
parties have waded into the fray.

The Sinhala ultra-nationalist
JVP was the first to raise the issue
in Parliament, saying "the aim of
this sinister move was to demor-
alize our cricket team while tar-
nishing the country's reputation,"
the Daily Mirror reported.

The leader of the main opposi-
tion UNP, Ranil Wickremesinghe,
said his party also "condemned
this act by Amnesty Internatio-
nal," the paper reported. 

Wickremesinghe was quoted
as saying, the UNP "however,
would not mix politics with the

Amnesty’s Sri Lanka
campaign on sticky
wicket
TamilNet game because cricket is played

between teams, and not govern-
ments."

Wickremesinghe also attacked
the government, saying the UNP
and the cricket team "had to unde-
rgo such suffering as a repercussi-
on of the government violating
human rights as much as the
LTTE," the paper reported.

Meanwhile, the JVP's power-
ful propaganda secretary, Wimal
Weerawansa, alleged Amnesty,
along with NGOs depending on
foreign funds, "are trying through
this act to project the Sri Lankan
team as a set of players from a co-
untry which does not abide by the
rules."

The JVP, Sri Lanka's third lar-
gest party, charged "these foreign
NGO activists belong to certain
countries that assist the separatist
LTTE," the Daily Mirror said.

Amnesty's objective is to deny
the Sri Lankan government's right
to save the nation from the clutch-
es of LTTE, Mr. Weerawansa, sa-
id, calling for a joint effort by all
parties to defeat this "conspiracy."

"Lets make use of this opport-
unity to get together and not all-

ow any one to lay their hands on
our country," he said. 

Chief Whip, Jeyaraj Fernan-
dopulle said Mr. Weerawansa had
raised an important issue that
deserves attention by all parties.

Earlier the government vowed
to launch a massive effort against
Amnesty's campaign "to demoral-
ize the Sri Lankan cricket team at
the World Cup."

"Sri Lankan Cricket has alrea-
dy informed the International Cri-
cket Council (ICC) and Human
Rights Minister Mahinda Sama-
rasinghe is to inform the United
Nations and the international hu-
man rights bodies of this unethi-
cal move by Amnesty Internatio-
nal," the Daily Mirror quoted "a
highly placed government sou-
rce" as saying.

"The government is also plan-
ning to collect one million signa-
tures from the public against the
AI decision, Besides nine floats
will be sent across the country
and a television and print media
advertisement campaign is also to
be launched to create awareness
about the AI decision," the paper
reported.

Sri Lanka cried foul at Amnesty’s ‘Play by the rules’ campaign
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8 April
● A SLA soldier was killed and
six others wounded in a claymore
attack, targeted at a group on road
patrol near Pandathatharippu in
Valikamam, Jaffna. SLA soldiers
who cordoned off the area follow-
ing the road side blast beat civil-
ians. 
● More than 50 SLA soldiers in
Buffel armoured vehicles cordo-
ned off an area adjoining the for-
mer political office of the LTTE
in Potpathy Road, Jaffna and sear-
ched the houses. Young men and
women were subjected to body
search, and all pedestrians were
asked to present identity cards.

7 April
● A claymore mine in Vavuniya
killed at least 7 civilians and
wounded 25, including four chil-
dren. The claymore attack target-
ed a bus carrying Tamil civilians. 
● The Catholic clergy in Jaffna
suspect a mutilated torso found at
Punkuduthivu sea on March 14,
packed in a military sand bag and
tied to a grindstone by barbed
wire, likely belongs to the disap-
peared Catholic priest Rev. Fr.
Jim Brown. Rev.Fr. Thiruchelvam
Nihal Jim Brown, 34, Parish
Priest of Allaippiddy and his aide
Wenceslaus Vincent Vimalan, 38,
disappeared on August 20, 2006
after being interrogated by the
SLA at Mandaithivu checkpoint.
● The SLA and police arrested 12
Tamil civilians in Uddapu and
Munthal, Tamil villages in Chil-
aw in a cordon and search opera-
tion. The arrested Tamils are nati-
ves of Trincomalee, Jaffna and
Uddapu areas. Seven areas in the
villages were cordoned off and a
house-to-house was conducted. 
● SLA troops conducted an
extensive cordon and search oper-
ation in Vadamaradchchy in the
villages of Vathiri, Alvai and
Kottavaththai. Hundreds of you-
ng family men and women were
taken from their homes to a pub-
lic ground for questioning where
they were paraded before masked
men and later released.
● Armed men on motorcycles, a
three-wheeler and van opened fire
on two brothers at Koomankulam
in Vavuniya killing both. The
brothers were identified as Rasiah
Uthayaseelan, 33, a father of
three, and Rasiah Chandran, 31.
● Armed men lying in ambush,
shot dead a labourer in front of his
house at Sunkankerny in

Valaichenai, Batticaloa, and esca-
ped. The killers opened fire on
Veerakutty Kunarasa, 35, a father
of 3, as he was coming out of his
house to visit his mother's sister.
● The SLA and police arrested 29
men and 2 women, in a cordon
and search operation in Palacho-
lai, Kaluvankerny and neighbour-
ing areas in Eravur, Batticaloa.
The SLA, after interrogating the
arrested civilians, handed them
over to Eravur police for further
investigation.
● Armed persons in military uni-
form robbed million of rupees of
jewels and cash from 7 houses in
Saddam Hussein village and Rug-
am resettlement village in Eravur,
Batticaloa. Around 10 persons in
military fatigues speaking Tamil
took part in the robbery.

6 April
● Seven SLN personnel were kil-
led and a gunboat was sunk after
a naval clash when three SLN
gunboats blocked a Sea Tiger
patrol in Mannar. The clash took
place inside LTTE's territorial
waters, according to the LTTE
military spokesman. There were
no casualties on LTTE side, he
said. The SLN claimed the clash
had taken place 5 nautical miles
off Bathlangunduwa, and claimed
to have sunk a LTTE boat and that
a SLN Inshore Patrol Crafts was
slightly damaged and a sailor sus-
tained minor injuries. 
● A Tamil youth was shot dead
by unidentified persons in a white
van at Palaiyootu, Trincomalee.
Earlier, an attempt had been made
to shoot another Tamil youth, but
he fled with injuries. 
● Three Tamil civilians, includ-
ing two women, were arrested in
a search operation in Wellawatte,
Colombo. They were detained in
Wellawatte police station and int-
errogated. Police said they were
taken into custody when they fai-
led to prove their identity and the
reason for their stay in the locali-
ty.
● A SLA soldier was killed a
civilian seriously injured when
two motorbikes collided at Kula-
ppiddy junction, within Jaffna
municipal limits. The soldier, L.
Ariyadasa, 30, was rushed to hos-
pital where he succumbed to his
injuries.
● A Tamil trader, Paramaguru
Ramesh, 36, was shot dead at Pu-
duthukuddiyiruppu in Thampala-
kamam by unidentified men. The
men stopped the three-wheeler in

which he was travelling from
Trincomalee town to his village
and shot him dead.
● Armed men in a white van
abducted a young Tamil trader in
Karaveddy, Vadamaradchchi, Jaf-
fna. Kandasamy Komaleswaran,
25, a resident of Karaveddy, was
forcibly abducted from his home
by an armed gang, and when the
family members raised cries, they
were threatened at gun point. A
white van was moving around the
area a while prior to the abduction
and the youth was forced to walk
up to the vehicle before being
taken away in the  van.
● Thirty eight persons were
arrested in search operations by
the government armed forces in
Tangalle, a town in Matara dis-
trict. Of the arrested, nineteen
were Tamils, and three were
detained for further questioning. 

5 April
● Medical officers of Vavuniya
public hospital abstained from
duties, going on medical leave, in
protest against a paramilitary
group demanding money. The
paramilitaries had issued death
threats if the money was not paid.
"We will continue to perform our
duties only if the Health Ministry
assures our safety and takes
immediate action to investigate
the matter," the doctors said. 
● Raveendran Ravi, 54, and
Sindhu Ravi, 42, husband and
wife and parents of four recently
displaced from Vavuniya, were
killed in Paalampiddi, Vavuniya
when a SLA DPU triggered a cla-
ymore mine targeting the IDP co-
uples' bicycle. They were atta-
cked while they were cycling
towards their IDP camp in
Thadchanaamaruthamadu.
● SLA soldiers stopped hundreds
of Catholic worshippers assem-
bled at St James Church in Sillalai
Parish, Jaffna, from celebrating
Maundy Thursday, and ordered

them to leave the Parish because
they had not obtained prior per-
mission to hold the ceremony.
Rev.Fr. Roshan, the Parish Priest
and the Secretary to the Jaffna
Bishop, had finished conducting a
special sacrament when SLA sol-
diers ordered a halt to the event.

● SLAF Kfir bombers flew over
Vadamaradchi East and bombed
Iyakkachchi and Kaddaikkaadu
villages in LTTE controlled Vada-
maradchi East, Jaffna. A few hou-
ses were damaged in the attack.

Violence
round up -
week ending 8
April
Summary of incidents - apart from major
clashes - since 2 April 

Continued from page 12

As the violence increases, civilians like these residents of Amparai, are forced to queue for hours to be
processed through Sri Lankan military checkpoints. Photo STR/AFP/Getty Images
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Violence - w/e
8 April

● The SLA ordered all residents
of Thampalakamam, a traditional
Tamil village in Trincomalee, to
register their names, addresses
and other related details with the
police station in Kovilady. 
● Armed men shot dead a Tamil
youth in Meeravodai, Valaiche-
nai, Batticaloa. The killers shot P.
Kokilaraja, 21, at his residence
and fled from the scene. 
● SLA troopers opened fire on
two farmers travelling on a tractor
to work in paddy fields at Ottu-
veli, behind Valaichenai Paper
Factory in Batticaloa, seriously
injuring one of them. The injured
farmer, Abubucker Anees, 30, of
School Road, Meeravodai, Valai-
chenai, was rushed to hospital.
The police claimed Karuna para-
military group members had been
exchanging fire with LTTE and
when the farmers happened to
pass by later, they were shot at by
armed men waiting in ambush.
However, local residents in the
area said that the SLA troopers
shot the farmer.
● Attackers shot and killed four
Sinhalese paddy farmers at Nida-
nwala in Dimbulagala, Polonna-
ruwa.
● Three passengers were killed
and 53 injured when a private bus
turned turtle at Teldeniya in Kan-
dy. 
● Six Tamil civilians were arrest-
ed in a cordon and search opera-
tion in Kandy, in the central
province. Five of the arrested are
natives of Jaffna and one person
is from the upcountry. Police said
they were taken into custody as
they failed to prove their identity
with valid documents. They also
failed to give reason for their stay
in Kandy during the preliminary
investigation.
● A claymore mine weighing ab-
out 10 kg was recovered from the
third floor of a building in Wat-
tala, in the western province. The
SLA bomb disposal squad rushed
to the site and diffused the mine.
In a search operation, the police
took into custody seven persons,
mostly Tamils.
● A fisherman fishing with two
others in a fibreglass boat in
Talaimannar Sea went missing
after unidentified persons fired at
his boat. Two other fishermen
escaped from the fire and reached
the coast safely in the boat. They

said Mr. Nelson, 32, had fallen
into the sea with gunshot injuries
and drowned.

4 April
● Two civilian passengers were
killed and four wounded on
Kaivaeli - Puthukkudiyiruppu
Road in Mullaiththeevu when
SLAF Kfir jets bombed the area.
B. Pradeep, from Moongilaaru,
Mullaitheevu was one of the pas-
sengers killed in the air strike and
the other was not identified.
Luxmanan Kunaratnam, 30, fat-
her of two from Vallipunam, Kan-
diah Anandarajah, 45, from Amp-
alavan Pokkanai, Amirthalingam
Arignan, 27, from Manthuvil in
Puthukkudiyiruppu and Sittam-
palam Tharmasenan, 29, father of
one from Visvamadu, were woun-
ded in the attack. 
● The Puthukkudiyir'uppu office
of White Pigeon, an NGO fitting
prosthesis, was damaged in the
aerial attack on Puthukkudiyiru-
ppu, Millaitheevu. However, the
Sri Lankan military in Colombo
claimed they had attacked a Sea
Tiger base in Mullaiththeevu. 
● The body of a youth with hands
bound and several gunshot wou-
nds was recovered in shrub jun-
gles between Kanagampuliyadi
Junction and Puthur in Jaffna.
Local residents said there was
heavy presence of SLA soldiers in
the area the previous night and
they heard several gun shots.
Residents said that SLA soldiers
conducted an intensive search
operation near Manthuvil into late
evening the previous day. Resid-
ents speculate that the youth must
have been abducted Tuesday, tak-
en to Meesalai North area and
shot during the night.
● The bullet ridden body of
Theivendiran Sasitharan, 20, a
resident of Kondavil was discov-
ered near Station Road in Kond-
avil, Jaffna. He had been forcibly
abducted by a group of eight gun-
men half an hour earlier near
Kondavil Hindu Vidyalayam whi-
le returning home after transport-
ing his sister to her school. The
armed men on four motorcycles
took Sasitharan to an isolated pla-
ce adjoining the Jaffna Secretariat
Store for questioning. While bei-
ng interrogated Sasitharan broke
free from his abductors, but he
was chased by the armed gang
and shot dead in an adjoining fa-

A NUMBER of incidents have
seen Sinhala civilians targeted,
with twenty-six killed and a num-
ber of others injured in the past
fortnight alone. This is an escala-
tion in a war that has, traditional-
ly, seen mostly Tamil civilians
targeted. 

While the government blamed
the LTTE for the attacks, the
Liberation Tigers have accused
the government of deliberately
using paramilitaries to target
civilians, and then casting the
blame on the Tigers. 

In the latest incident, four
Sinhalese paddy farmers were
shot and killed at Nidanwala in
Dimbulagala, Polonnaruwa, by
unidentified attackers last Thurs-
day. Three of them died on the
spot while the fourth succumbed
to his wounds after being admit-
ted to Polonnaruwa hospital.

Earlier, on April 2, at least 16
people were killed and 25 others
injured, as a blast ripped through
a passenger bus in Kondaiveddu-
vaan, on the outskirts of Amparai.

There were ten women among
these killed. One female police
constable and a SLA trooper were
also killed. 

The blast occurred as the bus
approached a security checkpoint. 

The normal procedure follow-
ed by personnel at such check-
posts is to disembark all those on
board the vehicle, frisk the passe-
ngers, and make sure that the
vehicle is not a security risk.

The bomb, concealed in a bag
and placed on the shelf above the
seats in the bus, exploded.

A statement by the Defence
Ministry said the explosion was
the handiwork of the Liberation
Tigers and was triggered from
inside the bus.

The Government denounced
the incident as "yet another treac-
herous act of the reckless terrorist
outfit, with callous disregard to
civilian lives". 

The LTTE, however, denied
its involvement and accused the
Government of indulging in a dis-
information campaign.

Liberation Tigers military sp-
okesman Irasiah Ilanthirayan, ch-
arged Colombo with carrying out
a "planned disinformation cam-
paign," by accusing the Tigers of
attacks on civilian targets, while
encouraging paramilitary ele-
ments to carry out such attacks
with the "motive of tarnishing the
Tiger image." 

"We note with concern the re-
cent attacks on civilians in areas
near the Sri Lankan military ca-
mps," Mr. Ilanthirayan told the
media.

The previous night, on April
1, six Sinhala construction work-
ers were killed and one Sinhala
and two Tamil workers were seri-
ously wounded in Batticaloa wh-
en attackers took them from their
workplace and shot them.

Men with guns entered a chil-
dren's home under construction,
took the workers 200 meters
away and shot them. 

The massacre took place 300
meters from the Sri Lankan coun-
ter-insurgency STF camp at Mail-
ampaaveli, Batticaloa.

The victims were identified
as Welage Chandrasiri, 42, from
Kelani, T.M. Dhanapala, 54, and
his son Dhanapala Wijetunga, 18,
from Mahoya, T. Wijakon, 24,
from from Mahiyangana and two
brothers from Kurunagala, L.M.
Dayananda Kapporal, 33, and
Maduranga Kapporal, 30. V. U.
Nandanage, 41, from Welimada
and two Tamils, Indran Pirapaha-
ran and Maduramuththu Nagarasa
from Savukkadi, were wounded
and admitted to hospital. 

The attackers had first shot at
the electricity transformer render-
ing it useless before cutting and
shooting the victims to death. 

The LTTE blamed members
of the paramilitary Karuna Group
for the attack. The government
blamed the LTTE.

The construction workers had
been hired to construct a Chil-
dren's Home capable of housing
40 children for the charity organi-
sation Village of Hope. 

The men had been in the area
for at least the last eighteen mon-
ths, engaged in constructing the
children home for the Village of
Hope organisation which takes
care of tsunami affected children
and widows. 

Six mothers and 40 children
are already in the home, where
English and computer classes are
held along with normal educa-
tional activities. 

The home is located between
Mylambaveli STF camp and Era-
vur police station, about one km
from the Muslim area of Eravur.
Revenge killings, p13 

Attacks on Sinhala civilians
in east kill twenty six

While the LTTE denied responsibility, the government blamed the Tigers for a parcel bomb on a bus
that killed at least 16 and wounded another 25 in Amparai. Photo STRDEL/AFP/Getty Images
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rm land. The motor cycles of the
armed group were seen parked for
a long time along Palaly Road,
near a SLA camp in Thinnavely.
● The SLA arrested 15 people
after a cordon and search opera-
tion in the villages of Siththandy,
Morakkoddanchenai and Santhi-
vely in Eravur, Batticaloa. After
initial interrogation, all the arrest-
ed persons were handed over to
the Eravur Police for further
investigation. 
● Armed men shot dead a mason
at Sunkankerny in Valaichenai,
Batticaloa. The killers stopped
Kumarasamy Varathan, 42, a
father of four and a resident of
Valaichenai main street, and his
friend as they were riding on a
motorcycle along School Road,
allowed his companion to go free,
and shot the mason dead, killing
him on the spot. The victim and
his friend were returning home
after attending a birthday party.
● The body of a youth was recov-
ered from the HSZ surrounding
the Sapuskanda oil refinery in
Kelaniya, Colombo. Sapuskanda
Police said the body belonged to a
26-year-old Tamil from Chavaka-
chcheri, Jaffna, but declined to
give his name or other details. No
injuries were found on the body
but police suspect his body had
been dumped in the HSZ. 
● Thirteen plantation Tamils, inc-
luding two women, were arrested
in Kataragama, in the south, in a
combined cordon and search
operation by the SLA and Police.
The Tamils were staying with
their relatives at Gowthamigama
colonisation scheme at the time of
arrest. Tamils and Sinhalese fam-
ilies have been residing in the
scheme without any differences
since the scheme was established.
● Pathmanathan Pratheepan, 23,
native of Mattakuliya and a resi-
dent of Peliyagoda, was abducted
at Peliyagoda junction by uniden-
tified persons in a white van after
being assaulted. Pratheepan's par-
ents said a sergeant attached to
Peliyagoda police station came to
their house a day before the abdu-
ction and asked Pratheepan to
report to the station the next day.
● Ramiah Jeyakanthan, 24, resi-
dent of Wattala was abducted by
armed men in a white van from
Kadawatte junction when he was
travelling in a bus.

3 April
● A man and a woman were
killed when a SLA DPU infiltrat-
ed into LTTE controlled territory
in Samalankulam, Vavuniya
North. The DPU attackers knifed
the victims after they were
injured by a claymore. 
● Vavuniya police claimed LTTE
cadres shot and injured two home
guards in an area close to the
Mamayilankulam tank area in
Vavuniya.
● Four civilians were wounded
when SLAF Kfir jets bombed
Alampil in Mullaithivu. The wou-
nded were identified as Sebama-
lai Manohararajah, 45, Chinnan
Luxmykanth, 57, Deiyvam Sriha-
ran, 28, and Sundaralingam Bask-
aran, 29. 
● Two armed men, alleged to be
Karuna Group members, shot
dead a refugee at the Koralanke-
rny refugee camp in Kaluvanker-
ny, Eravur, Batticaloa. Cithiravel
Sivanathan, 28, displaced from

A CLAYMORE mine was trig-
gered targeting a bus in Vavuniya,
killing eight and wounding 25,
including four children. The bo-
mb last Saturday, targeting a Sri
Lanka Transport Board bus carry-
ing Tamils and Muslim civilians
between Mannar and Vavuniya,
has been considered by some to
be retaliation for an earlier blast
in Amparai that targeted Sinhale-
se civilians (report page 12).

"A claymore mine hit the bus
as it was halfway through to the
destination," an area military offi-
cial was quoted by AFP as saying.
"The bomb was rigged up on a
tree and manually triggered as the
bus passed."

The Sri Lankan military was
quick to blame the LTTE for the
attack. But the LTTE denied resp-
onsibility, and a TNA MP blamed
the SLA for the attack.

"The LTTE triggered a clay-
more mine targeting a public tran-
sport passenger bus," Sri Lankan
military spokesman Brigadier
Prasad Samarasinghe said.

Brigadier Samarasinghe clai-
med that the LTTE was deliber-
ately targeting civilians to mount
pressure on the government to
stop the “humanitarian missions
launched to free the civilian pop-
ulation from the clutches of the
LTTE”. 

"The LTTE has always resort-
ed to cowardly terror attacks agai-
nst civilians in the face of contin-
uous defeats suffered at the hands
of the Security Forces," The Isla-
nd quoted him as saying.

The Tigers categorically deni-
ed the accusation and said the at-
tack was the work of Sri Lankan
military intelligence. 

They had already charged that
the recent attacks against civilians
were being conducted by the Sri
Lankan military and paramili-
taries associated in order to "tar-
nish the image of the Tigers."

"Colombo has already lost
face in the International arena wi-
th its worst human rights record,"
said the LTTE's military spokes-
man, Irasiah Ilanthirayan.

has been engaged in conducting
such attacks on LTTE cadres and
Tamil civilians," Mr. Adaikalana-
than said in a statement.

"Piramanalankulam attack is
considered as a revenge act for
the bomb blast in a bus in
Amparai," he further said.

"Attacks on civilian popula-
tion, wherever it takes place, sho-
uld be condemned. The govern-
ment blamed the LTTE for the
Amparai bomb blast. But LTTE
denied any responsibility." 

"Immediate action should be
taken to stop all attacks targeting
civilian population," Mr. Adaika-
lanathan appealed. 

The driver was reportedly kil-
led when the bus hit a tree. The
bomb, believed to be claymore ,
was attached to another tree. 

Sagayathevi Jesunayagam,
who lost her husband in the blast
and was wounded and in shock,
was pleading the hospital staff to
rescue her husband. Her 5-month-
old child survived uninjured.

The conductor of the bus,
Bakkeer Mohaideen Nihal, was
wounded in the attack. Seven sol-
diers were among those wounded. 

Ponniah Manickavasagar, a
staff engineer attached to Build-
ing Department was also among
the wounded. He is a close rela-
tive of Vavuniya District Magis-
trate M. Ilancheliyan, who visited
the wounded at the hospital. 

Two of the wounded taken to
Vavuniya hospital were identified
as local employees of Swiss
Demining Federation (FSD). 

‘Retaliation’ blast hits bus
carrying Tamils and Muslims

The bus carrying Tamil and Muslim passengers between Mannar and Vavuniya hit a tree after a clay-
more mine, attached to another tree, exploded killing at least 8 and wounding another 25.  Photo MCNS

Pankudaveli, Paduvankarai, in the
LTTE held territory, was taking a
bath at a well near the camp when
he was shot by the men who were
on a bicycle. 
● Armed men took a labourer fr-
om his house for interrogation
and shot him dead at Parathipur-
am, in Eravur, Batticaloa. Kana-
pathipillai Suresh, 21, succumbed
to his wounds while being rushed
to hospital. Suresh was sleeping
at his house when the killers
called him out for interrogation
and shot him in front of the house.
● The SLA arrested more than 35
IDPs who had gone to 38th Col-
ony, Palayadivettai and Nellikad-
du villages, on the border betw-
een Amparai and Batticaloa, to in-
spect the houses from which they
had fled. 
● A two-year old displaced child
died at Kaluwanchchikkudy IDP
Transit Camp by accidentally
falling into a small pond while its
mother was bathing in the pond.
● Two armed youths on a motor-
cycle opened fire on a Karaithivu
STF road patrol unit in Kalmunai
town, Amparai, killing a trooper.
The STF troopers chased the
youths and shot one of them dead
within a short distance. Kalmunai
police claimed the youths were
LTTE and that the STF had recov-
ered a pistol from the killed
youth.
● Two gunmen shot dead a motor
mechanic at Pandiruppu, Kalmu-
nai in Maruthamunai, Amparai.
The killers shot the mechanic wh-
ile he was standing in front of his
motor repair garage located near
Maruthamunai on Kalmunai main
street. The victim was identified
as Arunalsalam Jute Jeyakumar,
29, a father of one child from
Manalchenai, Kalmunai.
● Armed men shot dead a young
married man in Periyaneelavanai,
Kalmunai, Amparai. The killers
abducted Poopalpillai Kamales-
waran, 22, resident of Mahalin-
gam Road, Periyaneelavanai, fro-
m his home while he was with his
wife and children, led him towa-
rds a nearby beach and shot him
at point blank range, killing him. 
● Kopal Suresh, 31, fr-om
Arasady, Karaveddy , a reporter
of the Tamil News Information
Centre, was abducted by the SLA
while he was riding motor bike.

2 April
● Sixteen civilians were killed
and 27 wounded when a bomb
exploded inside a bus at the Sri
Lankan military check post at
Kondaivedduvaan, Amparai. 
● SLA soldiers and Police arrest-
ed ten Tamil civilians during a
cordon and search operation in
Thankalai, Hambantota. All the
arrested Tamils were Northeast
and the plantation sector. 
● Kalavanchikudy police recove-
red the body of Kathiramalai
Kanthasamy, 28, a father of one
from Eruvil, with hands bound,
multiple stab wounds and severe
torture marks, dumped into a well
in Eruvil, Batticaloa. 
● SLA troopers shot dead two
youths in Kurukalputhukulam,
Vavuniya. The police claim they
were LTTE cadres. 
● A person from Anpuvalipuram
and another from Ilinganagar in
Uppuveli Police division were
taken away forcefully by uniden-
tified persons in a van.

"When the International Com-
munity is carefully observing the
developments in the ground, the
Sri Lankan establishment hopes
to take advantage by tarnishing
the image of the Tigers by attem-
pting to paint a bad picture of the
LTTE as a party engaged in delib-
erate attacks against civilians,"
the Tiger spokesman added. 

Vanni district TNA parliamen-
tarian Mr. Selvam Adaikalana-
than accused the SLA of being
behind the claymore attack. 

"Vanni residents are of opin-
ion that the Deep Penetration Unit
of the Sri Lanka Army is respon-
sible for the Piramanalankulam
claymore attack," Mr. Adaikala-
nathan said. 

"The DPU arm of the SLA

‘This is revenge for
the bomb blast in a
bus in Amparai’
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Violence - w/e
1 April

1 April
● Six construction workers were
massacred and three seriously
wounded when attackers shot
them about 300 meters from a
counter-insurgency STF camp at
Mailampaaveli, Batticaloa. 
● The naked body of a youth,
bound in barbed wire and with
several gunshot wounds and deep,
extensive torture marks, was dis-
covered inside bush jungles in an
isolated area near Kerudavil, Ma-
nthuvil in Thenmaradchy, Jaffna.
Mahalingam Thavarajah, 26, was
from Vembadi, Vadamaradchy,
and was living in Meesalai, North
Kodikamam, when he was abduc-
ted and killed. He was abducted
by the SLA along with three other
youths in Meesalai.
● Sri Lanka Military High com-
mand in Palaly base announced
the curfew across Jaffna has been
extended by 3 hours to last from
6:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. Previously
the curfew hours were from 8:00
p.m. to 4:00 a.m. All areas in Ja-
ffna including Vadamaradchy, Th-
enmaradchy, Valigamam and Islet
regions are affected by the new
hours. The SLA warned Jaffna
residents that violators of the cur-
few will be arrested and punished.
The SLA usually extends the cur-
few hours when it moves heavy
equipment and weapons to FDLs
or when it is preparing for war. 
● Kanapathi Sivarajah, 35, a day
labourer who earned a meagre li-
ving doing manual work to supp-
ort his family, was abducted by
armed men from his home and sh-
ot dead near a cemetery in Kai-
thady, Jaffna. 
● Gunmen shot dead two men
and dumped their bodies in Thiru-
navatkulam, Vavuniya. The victi-
ms were identified as Kulasekar-
anathan Soumian, 32, and Yoga-
rajan Baheerathan, 27. 
● A SLN sea patrol unit arrested
30 Jaffna residents in Delft seas
trying to flee to Tamil Nadu in
South India as refugees. After the
SLA's closure of the A9, the only
land route to Jaffna, and the
resulting scarcity of essential foo-
d and medicine, together with the
prevailing climate of terror from
being abducted, killed, intimidat-
ed and harassed by the SLA and
its paramilitary collaborators, ma-
ny in the peninsula have risked
their lives on the perilous seas to
seek refuge in Tamil Nadu. 
● Dehiwela Police and SLA sol-
diers arrested 7 plantation Tamils,
including two women, in a cordon
and search in Kohuwela, a suburb
of Colombo. All the arrested are
natives of Nuwara Eliya and Ba-
dulla. Tamil employees of hotels
and shops in Kohuwela were rig-
orously questioned before they
were arrested.

31 March
● Armed men shot and injured
two Tamil persons, including a
woman, in the heart of Trinco-
malee town. The woman was
identified as Shanthi Sivamohan,
32, who works in a non-govern-
mental organization. 
● Gnanapiragasam Weslie, 36, a
resident Kerniyadi, a suburb of
Trincomalee town, was injured in
a shooting in the heart of the east-
ern port town and succumbed to
his injuries the next day. Unident-
ified men shot him when he was
driving a three-wheeler along Old
Moor Street. A Tamil woman,
Shanthi Sivamanoharan, 32, was
also injured in the incident. 
● Six youths staying at the St.
Antony's Church Welfare Centre
in Muthur, Trincomalee, were
arrested by SLA. They were
handed over to Muthur police six
days later to be produced before
the courts. The SLA had subject-
ed them to severe interrogation
during their detention in Muttur
SLA camp. They were identified
as Arulnayagam Joseph Jesuthas-
an, 25, Sebastian Joseph Jebath-
eepan, 28, Pushparajah Pushpaka-
nthan, 20, Muharasa Murali, 22,
Prakash Sripaskaran, 28, and
Selvanayagam Amalraj, 25.
● SLAF fighter helicopters atta-
cked a Multi Purpose Co-Opera-
tive Society lorry and two other
lorries belonging to private
traders parked near the Puliyang-
kulam LTTE checkpoint on the
A9, north of the Omanthai SLA
checkpoint. Following the night
mission airstrike by the LTTE on
Katunyake airbase, the SLAF has
been engaging its bombers and
helicopters in late night attacks. 
● SLA soldiers extended a fish-
ing ban in Vadamaradchy north,
affecting more than 4 000 fishing
families living along the coastal
villages from Valvettiththurai in
Vadamarachchy North to Manat-
kadu in Vadamarachchy East.
SLN gunboats fired at fishing
crafts in the seas off Jaffna and
chased away the fishermen. The
armed forces manning check-
points and bunkers along the
coastal area too fired at the fisher-
men engaged in fishing without
any prior warning. 
● Armed men in a white van
abducted Suvaikeenpillai Vayoo-
ran alias Balachandran, 39, a fat-
her of 6 from Pasaiyoor in Jaffna. 
● Gunmen in a white van abduct-
ed Francis Segar Amilton, 16, of
Koiyathottam in Jaffna, from his
house.
● Sinnathamby Shanmugalin-
gam, 35, a family man from Poo-
nari Madam in Kokuvil was
reported missing after going to
his neighbouring village of
Nachchimarkovilady.

Summary of incidents - apart from major
clashes - since 26 March

● Sinnakandu Jegaseelan, 27, the
owner of a cycle repair shop on
Main street, Jaffna, was reported
missing after going to the SLA
civil administrative office at
Colombuthurai to obtain permis-
sion to leave Jaffna.
● Jeyarasa Jeyatheleepan, 19, a
student was reported missing af-
ter leaving his house at Colombu-
thurai on personal errands.
● SLA troopers took away a
youth staying at Kambarmalai in
Vadamardcy, according to local
residents.

30 March
● M. K. Sivajilingam, a TNA
parliamentarian for the Jaffna dis-
trict, was interrogated by Sri
Lanka's Terrorism Investigation
Division (TID) for nearly 10
hours for alleged links with the
LTTE. The TID accused the MP
of involvement in procuring a
vehicle for the LTTE. Sivajilin-
gam said Colombo is planning to
interrogate other TNA MPs with
similar concocted false accusa-
tions with the intention of sup-
pressing dissent and stopping the
MPs from highlighting the human
rights abuses of the government. 
● Police recovered the body of a

labourer in front of Peoples'
Bank, Valaichenai, Batticaloa. Vi-
nayagamoorthy Vijayanathan, 30,
a father of and a resident of
Karuvakerny, in Valaichenai, had
left home to buy provisions in
Valaichenai town the previous
afternoon and failed to return.
Relatives said he was abducted
and then killed. 
● Unidentified persons triggered
a claymore device at Parayanal-
ankulam in Vavuniya killing five
SLA troopers travelling in a trac-
tor. 
● A young IDP was killed by a
stray bullet believed to be fired by
the SLA at Manatkadu in Vada-
marachchy East, Jaffna. G. Mano-
haran, 24, from Mantkadu, suc-
cumbed to his injuries at hospital.
He had been displaced by 2004
tsunami and was staying in the
Transit camp when the bullet hit
him. The SLA and SLN had been
conducting joint military exercis-
es in the coastal areas of Vada-
marachchy, including the populat-
ed Manatkadu and other villages. 
● Two armed men on a motor-
bike followed a family man cyc-
ling along Palaly road at Punnali-
kaduvan, Valigamam, Jaffna, and
shot him. N. Krishnarajah, 38, of
Chunnakam remained unattended

on the roadside until he was taken
to hospital in a critical condition
by local residents. The incident
occurred within the SLA HSZ
close to Palaly SLA main base. 
● Two armed men on a motor-
bike assaulted an elderly man, he-
ld a pistol to his head, and robbed
nearly half a million rupees off
him on Stanley Road in Jaffna
town, within the SLA HSZ. R. K.
Sellathurai, 68, of Masiapitty in
Sandilipay, Valigamam, was adm-
itted to hospital. Stanley road lies
close to Subash and Gnanams
hotels where Jaffna SLA 51-2
brigade has its head quarters. One
end of Stanley Road is sealed off
for public use and guarded by
SLA troopers 24 hours a day.
● Dehiwala Police took eleven
Tamil civilians, including two
women, into custody in a sudden
cordon and search operation in
Kohuwela, a suburb of Colombo.
All of the arrested are natives of
the NorthEast, and had been stay-
ing with relatives and friends.
They were detained and ques-
tioned to find out the reason for
their stay in Kohuwela.
● Two Tamil youths were taken
into custody by the SLA in a cor-
don and search operation at
Eechantivu, a Tamil village in

With an increasing number of people disappearing or being abducted, activists and relatives of people
who have disappeared staged a demonstration in the capital Colombo.            Photo /AFP/Getty Images
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Kinniya, Trincomalee. They have
been identified as Sellathurai
Gnanasegaram, 27, and Pirapaha-
ran Jeyenthiran, 23.

29 March
● Eight civilians, including four
children, were killed when the
SLA fired mortars from Murak-
koddaanchaenai SLA camp tow-
ards Siththaandi 3rd division. One
of the wounded succumbed to
injuries at Batticaloa hospital.
Two 2-year-old girls and 2 boys
under 18 were among the victims.
Six shells were fired towards the
civilian settlement and 8 houses
were damaged. Nallam Thavam-
ani, 30, her daughter Nallam
Niroja, 2, three children from a
single family - Perinparajah Ranj-
itha, 2, Perinparajah Sasikumar,
15, and Perinparajah Vasantha-
kumar, 18 - and Alagaiah Vijala-
luxmy, 42, Nagamani Thambithu-
rai, 42, and Ilayathambi Sinna-
ththurai, 50, were killed straight
away. The attack on the civilian
settlement followed a LTTE raid
on SLA positions in the area on
21 March. There were no LTTE
units firing mortars from Sithth-
aandi towards SLA positions. 
● Two civilians arrested by the
armed forces at Alankerny in
Kinniya during a cordon and
search remained in custody, with
no word of their whereabouts. 

28 March
● LTTE forces thwarted a pre-
dawn attempt by SLA troopers
and paramilitary cadres of the
Karuna Group from Chenkalady
Black Bridge SLA camp in Batti-
caloa to advance into Koduvam-
adu area in LTTE held territory.
The LTTE recovered the bodies
of two paramilitary members and
eight T-56 rifles. The four injured
paramilitary cadres - identified as
Thutchan, Varman, Nesan and
Thevikan - were rushed to hospi-
tal. The SLA and the Karuna Gro-
up personnel withdrew to their
camps after the failed attempt.
● The SLA in Batticaloa laun-
ched MBRL fire from their camps
towards LTTE held territories in
Batticaloa, forcing government
offices and schools to close. The
SLA launched MBRL fire from
the 23rd Brigade in Batticaloa,
Sathurukondan, Mylambaveli,
Kommanthurai, Murakottanche-
nai, Kumburumoolai and Valaich-

enai brigade camps. More than
80% of residents in LTTE areas
have already been displaced by
the unrelenting artillery and mor-
tar fire launched by the SLA.
Their properties have been badly
damaged by the shelling. 
● Armed men shot dead an elder-
ly couple at their house, 300 me-
ters from Palaly Road in the HSZ
that is always guarded by SLA
troopers. Vairamuthu Sivaganesh-
athasan, 59, a trader and his wife
Sarojini Sivaganeshathasan, 53,
were killed, but their grandson,
Sivakumar Kapilan, 9, escaped
injury. As there were no near nei-
ghbours, Kapilan spent the night
crying beside his grandparents'
bodies. Villagers became aware
of the killings only when he came
out at dawn. A van and lorry
belonging to the trader, who is
said to be a millionaire, were
found in his compound.
● Sinnaththurai Rajendra, 34, of
Ilanthaikkulam road, Kolumbuth-
thurai who went to Jaffna city on
25 March, was reported missing
by relatives. 
● Gunasegaram Kunaharan, 19,
from Bharathy road, Chankanai
East, who went to buy provisions,
disappeared on 3 March, his rela-
tives said in a complaint lodged at
the SLHRC in Jaffna. 
● A young family man from
Kankuveli in Muthur, Tricnoma-
lee, was abducted by two persons
on a motorbike. They blindfolded
Munusamy Kalirasa, 34, and took
him on the motorbike towards
Thehiyaththakandiya, a neigh-
bouring Sinhala village. 

27 March
● Two SLA troopers and four
Eelam Peoples' Democratic Party
(EPDP) members were killed at
Kommanthurai SLA camp in Bat-
ticaloa when explosives in a trac-
tor blew up when the troopers
opened fire as the driver of the
tractor failed to stop on orders.
Two SLA troopers, 2 policemen
and 5 civilians were injured. M.
A. Piriya Banda, 23, of Methiri-
giriya, and Punchi Banda, 34, of
Polanaruwa were the SLA troop-
ers killed. The EPDP members
killed were Velautham Thayapa-
ran, 25, of Thimilaitheevu, Sachi-
thananthan Vigneswaran, 25 of
Kommanthurai and Kovinthan
Mathanarajah,12, of Komman-
thurai, all three from Batticaloa.
Yamuna, 42 and Sinthuja, 3, were

ONE HUNDRED and sixty-four
people were killed, abducted by
armed men, or reported missing
in the Jaffna peninsula between
January to March 2007, according
to a report by the Jaffna SLHRC.

Though complaints had been
made to law enforcing authorities
in the peninsula, no one had been
arrested by the authorities in con-
nection any of the complaints, the
human rights body said.

The killings and abductions
were carried out during curfew
hours at nights, as well as in bro-
ad daylight by armed men in whi-
te vans, gunmen in military uni-
forms and men on motorcycles.

The following particulars are
found in the report by the human
rights organisation in Jaffna:
● Armed men killed 20 people in
January, 8 in February and 39 in
March, making a total of 67.
● Gunmen in white vans, SLA
soldiers and SLA-backed para-

militaries abducted 10 civilians in
January and 19 in March, alto-
gether 29.
● A total of 68 civilians, 20 in
January, 31 in February and 17 in
March, have been reported miss-
ing. These persons went missing
after leaving their homes on per-
sonal errands or business related
travel inside the peninsula.
● More than 18 persons have
sought safety through SLHRC
Jaffna office, complaining that
they feared being killed by the Sri
Lankan military forces and the
paramilitary personnel operating
with them in the Jaffna peninsula.
● Two persons shot and killed
between January and March rem-
ain unidentified in the mortuary.

The report, which does not
include any statistics from Sri
Lanka's armed forces, was com-
piled from data registered with
the SLHRC and the media in the
peninsula. 

Jaffna toll mounts: 
164 in 3 months

the two civilians injured. Follow-
ing the explosion, SLA launched
heavy rocket fire on LTTE held
territories. Most of the EPDP
office located near Komanthurai
SLA camp was damaged in the
blast while the army commander's
office suffered minor damages.
● A youth on motorbike threw a
hand grenade at a group of Sri La-
nka police officers on road patrol
in Arayamapthy, Kathankudy,
Batticaloa, injuring two policem-
en - Sergeants Karunaratne, 36,
and Veerasinghe, 33. The police
opened fire but the youth escaped
unhurt.
● Exchange of heavy mortar and
artillery fire and MBRL fire occu-
rred between the LSA and LTTE
along the FDLs from Muhamalai
to Kilali in Jaffna. Beginning Mo-
nday night, the firing continued
until Tuesday evening. The SLA
launched mortar and artillery fire
from Thenmaradchy south, west,
Kokilakandy and Thanankilappu
areas towards LTTE held posi-
tions. Hundreds of fishermen fis-
hing in the Jaffna lagoon narrow-
ly escaped when shells fell and
exploded in the lagoon.
● A youth from Navalar Road,
Jaffna, disappeared after being
stopped at Arasady Junction in
Nallur for interrogation by SLA
soldiers. Lakshumanan Nishan-
than, 23, a businessman, was trav-
elling towards Nallur in his van
when he was stopped at the chec-
kpoint. Local witnesses saw the
van being driven by another dri-
ver without Nishanthan about an
hour later. Relatives said SLA
officials admitted they were hold-
ing Nishanthan and had told them
he would be released after ques-
tioning, but they have not had any
additional details on his where-
abouts, and fear for his safety. His
van was found abandoned about a
hundred metres from the check-
point. 
● Two armed men on a motorbi-
ke shot dead a minibus driver
who was having tea at a cafe on
Jaffna-Kachcheri road behind Jaf-
fna Secretariat. L. Chandranath,
23, was rushed to hospital where
he succumbed to his wounds.
Chandranath, who had earlier
been the time-keeper for private
buses in Jaffna town, was work-
ing as the driver of a minibus ply-
ing between Jaffna town and
Kachcheri area. He was having
tea while his minibus waited for
passengers near the cafe.
● Two members of the Socialist
Equality Party, Nadaraja Nimale-
swaran, 27, of Velanai in the Jaf-
fna Islets, and his friend, Yugana-
than Mathivathanan, 23, disappe-
ared on 22 March their way to
Punkuduthivu, according to a co-
mplaint filed with the Jaffna
SLHRC by their relatives.

26 March
● The SLA and SLN conducted
war rehearsals from Palaly mili-
tary base to Kankesanthurai naval
base, suggesting an imminent esc-
alation of conflict between the
LTTE and Sri Lanka Armed For-
ces in the north. The exercises al-
so took place in the seas of Val-
vettithurai, Myliddy and Kankes-
anthurai and the adjoining coastal
areas, lasting for more than an
hour. 
● Armed men on motorbike shot

dead a family man while he was
eating at a food stall opposite
Jaffna college, Vaddukodai. The
killers, entering the food stall pre-
tending to be normal customers,
opened fire on Murgesu Sangara-
pillai, 45, from Karainagar. San-
garapillai, on his way to Jaffna to-
wn from his home in Karainagar
on his motorbike, had stopped
midway to have breakfast at the
food stall.
● An employee of Jaffna Mun-
icipal Council, shot and injured
by SLA troopers in front of the
Jaffna SLHRC in an earlier inci-
dent, sought safety. SLHRC offi-
cials took steps to place Mr. Bask-
aran, a resident of Sirupitty, Vada-
maradchy east, under the protec-
tive custody of Jaffna prison after
he surrendered at their offices
fearing for his life. After the
shooting, Baskaran had gone

home, but on being continuously
threatened and scared of being
killed by the SLA, he sought
refuge at the SLHRC. 
● Sri Lanka Police took two
Tamils, one woman and one man,
into custody in Seeduwa, near
Colombo, in cordon and search
operations following the air strike
on Katunayake air base by the
LTTE. One of the arrested is a
native of Jaffna and the other is
from Batticaloa. 
er's residence in Vellanai, an islet
of Jaffna. Illankumaran had
recently come from Vanni with
identity documents showing his
Vanni address and SLA troopers
checking him on his way to Jaffna
may have abducted him, his fam-
ily members claimed. Many trav-
elling from the islets on personal
errands to Jaffna, have gone miss-
ing, according to media reports.Smoke billows after a fuel and chemical store at the White Pigeon

charity was hit by a SLAir Force air strike.  Photo Sri Lanka military
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The death of Mr. T. Jeyakumar was mourned in the Vanni and marked by a parade there, as his funeral was held in Melbourne, Australia. Report, photos, p8. Photo TamilNet
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