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Remembering for the future on Remembrance Day

With most of the military-run internment camps for Tamil civilians in Vavuniya flooded due to the current down pour, many of the displaced held at the Menik Farm com-
plex have been trying to flee from their ‘shelters’. They are seeking refuge in the public halls and school buildings located inside the camp as their tents are flooded.
Meanwhile, amid heavy rains and thunder across the northeast, Sri Lankan civil authorities continue to transfer these people from Menik Farm during nights, leaving them
in public places in areas where their homes were originally located. This has left many families with no shelter, surviving wet nights with only the few items they managed to
hold onto during months of constant displacement fleeing combat.  Others are merely forced to stumble around for one night until they can find their way to their homes.
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Tamil youth
beaten, forced
to drown

SRI LANKA Police and Sri
Lanka Army soldiers beat a men-
tally ill Tamil youth and forced
him to drown near Bambalapitya,
Colombo on Thursday October
29. 

The attack on the mentally ill
youth, who had been known to
throw stones at passing vehicles,
was caught on camera by a Sri
Lankan news channel and shown
on national TV.

Balavarnam Sivakumar, 26,
had been attacked an beaten by a
gang of police constables for
throwing stones at passing vehi-
cles.

He tried to escape the attack,
and eventually took refuge in the
sea near Bambalapitya. 

At this point two police men,
Dimuthu Somnas and a colleague,
followed him into the sea to
attack him. 

As Sivakumar pleaded for
mercy, the two heavily built men,
who were armed with batons,
charged towards the youth forc-
ing him to back into the sea and
drown. 

The other policemen, who had
been involved in the initial attack,
stood by watching as the youth
was murdered.  

Some reports said passersby
were too fearful of their lives to
intervene. But other reports said
though a few concerned citizens
had called Bambalapitya police
station, no action had been taken. 

So someone called the TNL
News channel and alerted them of
the incident. The TV station
responded by filming the incident
from the window of a nearby
building. 

“Considering the sad fate of
many media institutions and per-
sonnel during the past few years,
TNL TV and its personnel
deserve our thanks and praise for

their courageous exposure of this
terrible episode,” reported the
Daily Mirror newspaper, com-
menting on the incident.  

Somnas was allegedly
remanded following the attack
and a few other constables are
believed to have been taken into
custody. 

“These arrests will pre-
dictably divert attention away
from those criminals who started
the whole thing by beating and
chasing Sivakumar into the sea
initially, and the other policemen
who helped Somnas and his
accomplices finish off the job by
looking on, doing nothing,” com-
mented the Daily Mirror.

The killing of Sivakumar lead
to protests outside the Fort
Railway Station less than a week
later, on November 4. 

Political parties and human
rights organisations participated
in the protest.

Political parties at the protest
included Democratic People’s
Front (DPF) led by parliamentari-
an Mano Ganeshan and United
Socialist Party (USP) led by
Sritunga Jayasuriya. Mothers and
Daughters of Lanka and Platform
for Freedom were among the
human rights organisations at the
protest. 

The protesters charged that
the Sri Lankan police had under-
mined standard norms in democ-
ratic countries as well as human
rights abuses. 

All speakers addressing the
event said that the attack was an
image of the state terrorism in
practice and it is time that every-
one despite political differences,
race or religion, join their hands
to stop the government from
putting democracy, human rights
and media freedom of the country
in danger, reported TamilNet.

Witness reports
“I viewed what happened on the
beach below through the lens of a
camera recorder from the seventh
floor of a building located next to
the Bambalapitya railway sta-
tion”, Assistant News Editor of
TNL News channel, Sisikelum
Dahampriya Balage said, giving
evidence to the Colombo Fort
Magistrate’s inquest into the
killing of Balavarnam Sivakumar. 

He said that he saw a man
being chased by three persons
towards the sea and saw them
assaulting the man they were
chasing, with sticks. But he could
not clearly make out the three
men chasing the lone man were

police officers or not. But the wit-
ness said that it was his impres-
sion that it took place “under the
supervision of the police”.

The victim’s elder brother,
Balavarnam Kadirgamanathan,
informed the courts that Siva-
kumar had mental depression for
a couple of years for which he
received medical treatment from
a mental hospital. 

“I have five elder sisters and
one younger sister. He is my only
brother. He had been undergoing
treatment for his mental illness.
On October 30, I went to the
morgue and identified the body of
my brother,” he said. 

Spectators watched - and called the media but not the police - as policemen forced the youth to drown

We, the spectator state

Marisa de Silva
Groundviews

A young boy was drowned in
broad daylight this week. Though
not a single newspaper carried it,
I’m told B. Sivakumaran was his
name. He was “believed” to be
mentally retarded and known for
throwing stones at passing vehi-
cles and trains. Approximately
100 people watched him die. One
even managed to capture on film
the final five minutes of his life.

That five minutes of footage
could have been of a possible res-
cue by one of the 100 or so spec-
tators.  Or, that five minutes of
footage could have been shot at
the same time a call for assistance
was made to the nearest Police
Station, by someone present in
the crowd. This was the heart of
Bambalapitiya after all, and Sri
Lanka is not short of mobile
phones. But instead, the five min-
utes of footage shows us the gory,
pathetic end of a young life, for
no apparent reason.

The spectators watched on
intently.

Three to four men surfaced
out of the water, as if from
nowhere, and began to advance
towards the boy, who by then was
fast retreating. Two men armed
with large wooden poles (more
like thick tree branches) contin-

ued to advance on the boy, and
thrash him, one brutal stroke at a
time. The spectators watch on.
The boy kept trying to head
towards the shore. He even
brought his hands together in a
desperate plea for mercy. His per-
secutors however, showed no sign
of it.

The spectators continued to
watch.

The more he pleaded, the
more vicious the attack became.
Closer and closer they inched to
him, thrashing him unmercifully
each time he surfaced. This went
on for five minutes, until at last
the deed was done. He resurfaced

no more.
The spectators watched on,

transfixed.
A friend said to me that maybe

people didn’t want to get
“involved” because they thought
it was some “underworld” rift.
That’s a damning indictment on
us, our society. This video is
proof that we’ve reached a point
where our “fear” overrides a
sense of humanity.

I sense a pattern of sorts here.
The deafening silence on the

IDP issue for example. Everyone
knows they’re suffering, some
even care. But, our “fear” of a
“possible” threat to our lives by
the “possible” re-emergence of
terrorism justifies our silence.
Our inaction. Isn’t it strange to
have a State half-heartedly
respond only when threatened by
the International Community to
set these people free? Doesn’t it
seem strange at all that a
Government must be held to ran-
som to look after its own people?
Our paralyzing fear of dissent and
our sheer capacity to rationalize
the violent fate of those who do
dare to is another facet of our
‘Spectator State.’

If cold-blooded murder can
take place in the heart of
Colombo in broad daylight, in
front of a crowd, we can only
wonder what happened on bloody
battlefields in the Vanni, with no
one left to tell the tale.

A friend said to me
that maybe people
didn’t want to get
“involved” because
they thought it was
some “underworld”
rift. That’s a damning
indictment on us, our
society. This video is
proof that we’ve
reached a point where
our “fear” overrides a
sense of humanity.
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The twenty thousand civilians killed in the last days of the war and the targetting of civilians locations
like hospitals are systematic of Sri Lanka’s failure to comply with international covenants and norms

Sri Lanka responds to EU
rights probe concerns

The government has main-
tained that while not cooperating
with the EU investigation, its pre-
ferred mode of negotiation was
through bilateral dialogue. 

"The government of Sri Lanka
is taking positive action (on the
GSP+ extension)," Bogollagama
had said the day before he handed
over the report. "We are in dia-
logue with the EU." 

Export Development and
International Trade Minister Prof.
G.L. Peiris told the Sri Lankan
parliament on November 5 that
the government had prepared a
comprehensive response to the
EU report. 

Immediately after the October
EU report came out, Peiris said
that the government would not
change its stance and subject
itself to any kind of EU investiga-
tion. 

The government had rejected
EU requests for an investigation
in October 2008 and maintained
that such an investigation from
foreign powers would undermine
the country’s sovereignty. 

The EU's ambassador to Sri
Lanka, Bernard Savage, told
Reuters after receiving the report
that he expected a decision from
the European Commission later
this month.

EU diplomats have said Sri
Lanka could retain the conces-
sion, if it could address concerns
raised, including rapid resettle-
ment of more than 150,000 war
displaced, release of an arrested
journalist, ensuring media free-
dom and protecting human rights.

Sri Lanka, which had initially
said it would not respond,

by the war, known as internally
displaced persons or IDPs, had
been resettled, while a national
action plan to address issues such
as torture and extra-judicial
killings was being finalised.

"Certainly on IDPs, that's
something that they were interest-
ed in, now we have a successful
position to communicate to
them," Reuters quoted him as
saying. Samarasinghe added that
Sri Lanka's president had appoint-

ed a five-member committee of
local legal and academic experts
to probe a U.S. State Department
report of possible war crimes at
the end of the conflict. 

"We have already responded
99.9 percent of the allegations
with clear answers. But, we are
still ready to emphasise the Sri
Lankan government stance, based
on the recommendations through

appointed a four-member panel to
analyse and reply to the EU
report, which had alleged human
rights violations and torture.

Samarasinghe, a member of
the panel, said the country had
taken steps to address the "prob-
lems and challenges" confronting
it in the aftermath of the end of its
25-year civil war in May, reported
Reuters.

He said more than 40 percent
of the 288,000 people displaced

SRI LANKA delivered its formal
response to a European Union
probe that found it in breach of
international human rights laws
and said it was hopeful of retain-
ing a lucrative trade concession
with the bloc.

The EU had set Friday
November 6 as a deadline for Sri
Lanka to respond to its report. 

The report said that Sri Lanka
was in breach of full implementa-
tion of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, the
Convention against Torture and
the Convention on the Rights of
the Child. 

The failure could spell the
end, at least temporarily, of the
tariff concessions. 

The concession, the Genera-
lised System of Preferences Plus
(GSP+) is a special incentive
scheme for sustainable develop-
ment and good governance, offer-
ing tariff cuts to support vulnera-
ble developing countries in ratifi-
cation and implementation of
international conventions in these
areas. It is currently worth $116
million to the island nation.

"We will be setting out to clar-
ify the points they have raised,"
Sri Lankan Human Rights
Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe
told the media. "We are continu-
ing the dialogue with the EU and
we are hopeful that finally that
GSP+ is granted."

Sri Lanka had earlier criti-
cised the report as an attempt to
undermine its administration.

Sri Lanka's Foreign Minister
Rohitha Bogollagama later hand-
ed his country’s response docu-
ment to all EU member states rep-
resented in Colombo, the ministry
said in a statement.

The Sri Lankan government
submitted a 48- page document to
the EU in Colombo on November
6, titled ‘Observations of the
GOSL [Government of Sri Lan-
ka] in Respect of the Report on
the Findings of the Investigation
with Respect to the Effective
Implementation of Certain Hum-
an Rights Conventions in Sri
Lanka’. 

"Minister Bogollagama expre-
ssed confidence that the observa-
tions provided by Sri Lanka
would be extensively examined
by the European Commission and
the findings reflected in its rec-
ommendation to the Council of
the European Union," the min-
istry statement said.

The report challenged the
findings of the EU report. 

It said, "in this situation, of the
very foundation of the (EU)
Report being in question, it would
be reasonable to keep action on
the document in abeyance, while
the authorities of the European
Commission and the Government
of Sri Lanka continue a construc-
tive engagement concerning the
issues at hand," reported ICP. 

Sri Lanka
plans US
report
reponse

Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapaksa has appointed a five-
member high-level committee to
look into a US Congress report
that alleged human rights viola-
tions by both the Army and LTTE
during the last phase of the 30-
year-old civil war.

The committee would be
headed by legal expert D S
Wijesinghe, Minister for Disaster
Management and Human Rights
Mahinda Samarasinghe told rep-
orters on November 6. The other
members of the committee are
Nihal Jayamanne, C.R. de Silva,
Mano Ramanathan and Jesima
Ismail.

The report, submitted by the
US State Department to the
Congress, had charged that both
the government and the LTTE
with "serious" human rights vio-
lations in the final months of the
conflict. The 68-page report lists
170 human rights violations
between May 2 and 18.

The committee will have until
December 31 this year to submit
its final reponse, Samarasinghe
said. 

IMF warns Sri Lanka 

THE International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has warned Sri Lanka
against issuing government bonds
in order to build up foreign cur-
rency reserves, as Sri Lanka
received the second instalment of
a $2.6 billion loan.

"There is a difference between
borrowed reserves and reserves
collected from the current
account (of the balance of pay-
ments), like booming exports,"
IMF resident representative in Sri
Lanka, Koshi Mathai, told
reporters. "There is always a risk
that money could go out if (glob-
al) investors change their mind,"
he said.

This is the second warning
issued by the IMF to Sri Lanka,
after Colombo earlier built up
reserves by borrowing from over-
seas investors. 

The second instalment of the
loan, worth $329.4 million dol-

lars, helped top Sri Lanka’s
reserves past a record $5 billion
dollars.

Earlier in the year, at the
height of the civil war, foreign
currency reserves fell to $1.7 bil-
lion, enough to cover just one
month’s worth of imports.

Sri Lanka was also warned
about its high budget deficit,
which the government was told to
keep at 7% of its GDP.

"The government obviously
recognises this is a difficult target
to meet. We will just have to see
what happens and that will be an
issue for future (IMF) reviews,"
continued Mathai.

"Sri Lanka is still a country
with a high debt stock, and having
high debt stock is fundamentally
not conducive to good economic
management."

In order to fully receive all
instalments of this loan from the

IMF, Sri Lanka has an agreement
over a list of set conditions which
it must meet.

Amongst them, the budget
deficit has to be reduced to 5% of
GDP by 2011, a target which
seems increasingly unlikely.

In order to try and appease the
IMF further, Sri Lanka has also
handed in a revised program doc-
ument to the IMF, pledging to
keep defence spending in 2010,
the same as in 2009 in rupee
terms.  

The government has not yet
released next year’s budget, but
instead presented a “vote-on-
account” in a letter of intent,
pledging to limit spending in the
first third of 2010.

The International Monetary
Fund bailout package was granted
to help ease Colombo’s balance-
of-payments deficit, after the end
of the war with the LTTE. 

Continued on p15
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‘End emergency laws’ says France
A leading human rights envoy
from France told Sri Lanka that it
should stop its use of emergency
laws and investigate war crimes.

France’s Human Rights
Ambassador François Zimeray,
who spent three days visiting the
island, criticised the government
to continue to enforce what AFP
described as “draconian legisla-
tion”.

"Ending of the emergency (in
force since 1983) should have
been the first consequence of end-
ing the war (in May)," said the
Ambassador.

"The fact that the conflict is
over should be an opportunity to
put an end to emergency laws.”

The “State of Emergency”
that allow these laws to be
enforced were extended for
another month after a motion was
passed in parliament. 

The Tamil National Alliance
(TNA) and Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress (SLMC) were the only

parties to vote against the motion. 
These laws were used earlier

on this year to sentence Tamil
journalist J Tissanaiyagam to 20
years in jail, an issue that even US
President Barack Obama com-
mented on.

The French Ambassador’s
visit coincided with an impending
EU ruling on GSP+ trade conces-
sions. 

This is an issue that would
influence Paris’s stance with
regards to future trading with Sri
Lanka, he pointed out. 

While the envoy stressed that
they were not trying to impose
“western values” upon Sri Lanka,
he stressed that the government
has a duty to implement its own
laws to protect human rights and
ensure the rule of law.

French Foreign Minister
Bernard Kouchner, who arranged
for the Human Rights Ambassa-
dor Zimeray to visit Sri Lanka,
also condemned Colombo, for

their treatment of civilians after
the civil war has ended.

“Six months after fighting
ended in the oldest conflict in
Asia, the population of Sri Lanka
is suffering the consequences of
this dreadful war on a daily
basis,” reported the Foreign
Minister in a statement.

“Tens of thousands of people
are still being held prisoner in
camps and kept under the control
of armed forces,” the statement
said. 

“The camps must now be per-
manently dismantled and the
humanitarian organizations must
be able to provide assistance and
protection without any restriction
to the displaced populations.”

“Several months after the end
of the armed conflict, we are
waiting for the Sri Lankan author-
ities to take resolute action to dis-
pense justice to compensate the
pain of all the victims of this con-
flict,” said Kouchner.

Having claimed victory in the war against the Liberation Tigers, it
is time to stop renewing the Emergency Regulations, which give
excessive powers to the state,  said French Ambassador Zimeray

British MPs hail US war crimes stance
JOINING international calls for a
full independent investigation
into alleged war crimes in Sri
Lanka, a group of British Parlia-
mentarians welcomed the initia-
tives taken by the United States in
this regard and urged the UK gov-
ernment to support Washington’s
efforts. In a statement released
November 3, the All Party Parlia-
mentary Group for Tamils
(APPG-T) welcomed US authori-
ties questioning of Sri Lankan
Army General Sarath Fonseka
over the massacre of Tamil civil-
ians in the closing months of the
war this year. 

“This is an important first step
in bringing the perpetrators of
alleged war crimes in Sri Lanka to
justice and also begin the process

of a true reconciliation between
ethnic communities in the island,”
the APPG-T said.

APPG-T said it will be
requesting UK Foreign Secretary
David Miliband to support the US
Government's efforts to probe
into war crimes in Sri Lanka and
to also fully endorse the US
Department of State’s Report to
Congress submitted on 22
October 2009, which detailed
alleged violations of International
Humanitarian Law (IHL) by both
warring parties during the mili-
tary offensive this year.

“[The Government of Sri
Lanka] must facilitate an interna-
tional, independent inquiry into
alleged violations of IHL in order
to establish peace, justice and

equality for all citizens in Sri
Lanka,” the group said.

Apart from Colombo’s mas-
sacres during the war, the APPG-
T also protested the treatment of
civilians after the Sinhala govern-
ment declared victory over the
LTTE. “When the war with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
ended, the Government of Sri
Lanka gave assurances to the
International Community, includ-
ing Britain, that it will resettle all
internally displaced people within
180 days. The Government’s own
deadline is only a fortnight away
but APPG-T has no evidence that
suggests the GSL is committed to
implementing its assurances to
the International Community,”
the group noted.

US legislators urge release of interned Tamil civilians

THE US House of Representa-
tives passed a motion calling on
the Sri Lankan government to
respect its commitments to care
for and ensure the speedy return
of civilians displaced by the fight-
ing.

H. Res. 711 resolution, passed
Thursday, November 5, by a vote
of 421 to 1, also drew attention to
the approach of the 180 day dead-
line within which the Sri Lankan
government had promised to
release all the detained Tamil
civilians. 

That period is due to end on
November 23, 2009. 

Fewer than 20% of those
detained had been released as of
October 23. 

The resolution also empha-
sized that "the United States sup-

“engage in dialogue with Tamils
inside and outside Sri Lanka on
new mechanisms for devolving
power, improving human rights
and increasing accountability."

Many Congressmen including
Rep. Howard Berman, the head of
the Foreign Affairs Committee,
and Rep. Danny Davis, who visit-
ed all areas of Sri Lanka follow-
ing the tsunami and who co-spon-
sored the resolution along with
Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee, spoke
in support of the resolution before
the vote was taken. 

The resolution was described
as 'non-controversial and non-
partisan,' and attracted 32 co-
sponsors from both parties.

Isolationist Rep. Ron Paul of
Texas was the only one to vote
against the resolution.

ports the rapid release and volun-
tary return of all civilian IDPs as
a critical element of national rec-
onciliation in Sri Lanka." 

The resolution called on the
Government of Sri Lanka to
allow freedom of movement for
"IDPs to leave their camps volun-
tarily and return in safety and dig-
nity to their homes or, where that
is not possible, to live with host
families or move to open transit
sites." 

Congress resolved that the
IDP camps needed to be 'truly
civilian,' not military. 

They also said it was impera-
tive that NGOs and observers,
including the ICRC have 'full
access' to the camps.

The Congress also urged the
Sri Lankan government to

The US Congress is representative of a part of the international
community growing impatient with the inaction of the Sri Lankan
government with respect to respecting human rights

The APPG-T is calling for Britain to follow the US example
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Fonseka flees America before being
‘interviewed’ about war crimes
SRI LANKAN Chief of Defense
Staff General Sarath Fonseka fled
the United States, hours before he
was due to attend a meeting with
the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) to discuss allega-
tions of war crimes against
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa.

According to Fonseka and
other Sri Lankan officials, the
DHS contacted the general on
October 28 during his trip to the
U.S. to visit his daughters, who
live in Oklahoma. 

Fonseka, who holds a U.S.
green card permanent-residency
certificate, was asked to show up
for an interview on November 4.
But hours before the interview
was due to take place, Fonseka
flew out of the US, thereby avoid-
ing meeting.

In the Sri Lankan parliamnent,
this was portrayed as the actions
of a partriotic citizen. 

“In the same way this brave
soldier rid the country of terror-
ism, he is now on his way home
without betraying the nation,”
AFP quoted Samantha Vidyaratne
as telling the Sri Lankan parlia-
ment.

Earlier, in a letter to the Sri
Lankan Embassy in Washington,
Fonseka said he had been asked
by United States officials to be a
‘source’ against Defence
Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa.

Two US officials from the
DHS had reportedly made the
request from Fonseka on his son-
in-law’s telephone line, the Daily
Mirror newspaper reported. 

Fonseka said one of the offi-
cials had asked him whether he
was prepared to be a ‘source’
against the ‘Defence Minister’ of
Sri Lanka. Fonseka had respond-
ed by asking him whether whom
he meant was the President, who
is the Defence Minister, the Daily
Mirror reported.

The official had then told him

he had meant Gotabhaya
Rajapaksa, to which Fonseka
allegedly replied that he was the
Defence Secretary and not the
Defence Minister.

This conversation had been
followed with a formal request by
the Department of Homeland
Security for a ‘voluntary meeting’
with Fonseka. 

Later Sri Lanka’s ambassador
to the US, Jaliya Wickramasuriya,
had retained lawyers from a lead-
ing law firm to ‘assist’ the mili-
tary commander.

Given that Fonseka is only a
US green card holder and not a
US citizen yet, the US authorities
only have the powers to question

ranking official. That's incrimi-
nating".

Separately reports confirmed
that Gotabhaya Rajapaksa was
questioned by US immigration
authorities on his arrival in the
US as a member of the Sri Lankan
delegation attending the UN
General Assembly earlier this
year.

“This was not revealed to the
media at that time.  However, our
Defence Secretary has been ques-
tioned for one hour by some US
immigration officials on his
arrival in the country,” National
Freedom Front (NFF) leader
Wimal Weerawansa told
reporters.

“Nevertheless, they have no
right to question him on human
rights issues. Now, these foreign
forces appear to have renewed
their conspiracy to hound the
political and military leaders who
led this war to a successful com-
pletion. They are trying to use
General Fonseka for this pur-
pose,” the Daily Mirror newspa-
per quoted him as saying.

"It happened and I was there,"
Bogollagama said of the
Rajapaksa interview. "We took all
the necessary actions that were
required." 

In the U.S., the DHS's office
of Immigration and Custom
Enforcement (ICE), which report-
edly made the Fonseka request,
refused to confirm or deny the
allegation. 

“If there was an investigation,
there's nothing we can provide.
Especially in cases that are very
sensitive under human-rights vio-
lations, until that person or group
were fully investigated [we]
would never comment,” ICE
spokesman Brandon Alvarez-
Montgomery was quoted as say-
ing by Time magazine. 

Fonseka is known to have
made some public remarks about
the war in Sri Lanka, that could
have drawn the attention of the
UD officials. 

At an event in Ambalangoda,
Sri Lanka, Fonseka was quoted as
telling the audience that “the mil-
itary had to overlook the tradi-
tional rules of war and even kill
LTTE rebels who came to surren-
der carrying white flags during
the war against the LTTE.”

Similarly, at a speech at a
Buddhist temple in the United
States, Fonseka is reported to
have said: “We must deploy
enough troops to provide security
for these [resettled] areas. We

him over matters relating to his
prospective US citizenship and
not human rights violation. 

This is however not the case
for Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, who
holds US citizenship.

The Sri Lankan government
claimed responsibility for facili-
tating Fonseka’s departure from
the US.

“We facilitated General
Fonseka's early departure ahead
of his Wednesday meeting with
the DHS,” Rohitha Bogollagama
told Reuters. 

“General Fonseka is a high-
ranking public official and our
position is that he cannot be used
as a source against another high

General Fonseka chose to return to Sri Lanka rather than face questioning in the US that could impli-
cate President Rajapaksa’s brother, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, in allegations of commiting war crimes

Sri Lanka protests US Fonseka meeting request

SRI LANKA has expressed its
outrage over a request by the US
Department for Homeland
Security (DHS) for a meeting
with Chief of Defense Staff
General Sarath Fonseka.

The request for the meeting
outraged top Sri Lankan officials
who demanded Washington offi-
cials to drop the request for the
interview. 

"The Department of Home-
land Security should forthwith
desist from any endeavor to inter-
view General Fonseka," Rohitha
Bogollagama told Reuters. 

"Whatever information Gene-
ral Fonseka may have acquired in
the exercise of his official duties

is privileged by nature. Therefore,
it cannot legally be shared with
third parties without the prior
approval and consent of the Sri
Lanka authorities."

"The U.S. authorities should
not exert procedures on [Fonse-
ka]. The interview should not take
place,” Bogollagama was quoted
by Time magazine as saying to
US Ambassador to Sri Lanka,
Patricia Butenis .

The Sri Lankan government
said it believes that despite
Fonseka's status as a green-card
holder, the U.S. does not have any
jurisdiction over him at this point
because he entered the country on
a Sri Lankan passport.

"General Fonseka is a citizen
of Sri Lanka and he holds a diplo-
matic passport from Sri Lanka,"
Bogollagama added. 

The minister said that Fonseka
could not divulge privileged
information he knew of the war
and its conduct without approval
from his superiors and the Sri
Lankan government.

Whilst the request was termed
to be a ‘volunteer meeting’, the
Sri Lankan embassy in
Washington was quick to orga-
nize legal representation for the
former Army commander and to
seek advice on whether the US
authorities had the legality to
override his diplomatic immunity.

Responding to previous inter-
national criticism, the Sri Lankan
government has declared that it
would not subject any of its mili-
tary commanders or civilian offi-
cials who led the war to any kind
of international investigation or
war-crimes tribunal.

The Sri Lankan government is
coming under mounting pressure
internationally about its human
rights abuses, including from the
European Union which has thre-
atened not to extend the GSP+
program that allows Sri Lanka
certain trade advantages on its
garment exports to the EU. 

The office of the UN High
Commissioner for the Human

rights also made fresh calls on
October 22 into an external
inquiry into war crimes commit-
ted by Sri Lanka, suggesting they
should follow the lines of the
Goldstein investigation into the
last Israeli attack on Gaza.

Bruce Fein, a lawyer for the
US-based group Tamils Against
Genocide, has argued that the
political justification for a geno-
cide investigation was strength-
ened because the "United States
has been vocal with Serbia,
Bosnia and other nations about
policing and punishing their own
citizens or residents for geno-
cide", reported the Guardian
newspaper.

Continued on p15



6 TAMIL GUARDIAN Wednesday November 11, 2009

EDITORIAL AND OPINION

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 11, 2009    No. 409

TG NEWS, P.O.BOX. 2308, Watford, WD18 1LS, UK
editor@tamilguardian.com    www.tamilguardian.com

Tel 0845 0949873

oughly 'well founded fear of persecution'.
This year the Diaspora has become an

object of intense scrutiny and study.
Western states, it appears, want to under-
stand us: who exactly we are, how we
belong, think, calculate and feel. Some of
these studies' sponsors want to know
whether the Diaspora can be 'peace-
builders' or a vehicle for 'development' in
Sri Lanka (notions that are as discordant
with the realities of race relations in that
horrific place as Western interpretations
of Tamil economic transactions in Sri
Lanka are simplistic).

What is striking - and, quite frankly,
laughable - is how none of these studies
are particularly concerned with how 'the
Tamil Diaspora' came to exist in the first
place! Were this to be considered, the
dynamics of Sri Lankan state repression,
of execution, torture and rape by the
'security forces', and of exploitation by
the ethnic supremacy embedded in state
and society would be laid clearly open:
the survivors of thirty years of Sinhala
rule are here, in the West no less, to tell
their stories.

The Diaspora will gradually be joined
by yet more Tamils who, when con-
fronting the stark choice faced by
refugees the world over for millennia -
stay and die or die escaping - opt to flee.
They know where their fellow Tamils are
living safely. They know -as did we, when
we fled - that the slimmest chance away
from Sinhala hegemony is all they need to
thrive anew. (Recall how when the peace
process came in 2002, the Tamils rebuilt
war-ravaged Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu
within months and contrast this with
Sinhala-governed Tamil places).

The Diaspora must embrace our people
when they come seeking refuge. We must
encourage, even demand, that the interna-
tional community - especially the power-
ful Western liberal states where many of
us now reside -be compassionate, just and
honourable. Because we too know the
brutal realities of Sinhala persecution.
Actually the world does too - though for
decades it has chosen to look away, blam-
ing our people's resistance for their perse-
cution.

At the same time, we must be unrelent-
ing in insisting the international commu-
nity confront the Sinhala chauvinism that
seeks relentlessly to render impossible the
Tamils succeeding as a people in their
own historic homeland. It is not forgotten
how, before the Sinhalese were handed
rule over us on a platter, we had in Eelam
all that we have rebuilt in the West.

New Wave
Sinhala oppression is feeding Tamil flight anew

TAMIL GUARDIAN

This week both Australia and Canada
are confronted by yet more ships carrying
yet more Tamils fleeing yet another mur-
derous Sinhala regime in Sri Lanka.
These unfortunates are, by no means, the
first Tamils to come to the West thus and,
until the international community deci-
sively confronts the repressive ethnocracy
masquerading as a democracy in Sri
Lanka, they will undoubtedly be followed
by many more.

Lest it be forgotten, the - now much
studied and talked about - Tamil Diaspora
in the West is the product of waves of
flight from Sinhala persecution over the
past four decades. As we - and some clear
eyed international analysts - have repeat-
edly warned, Sri Lanka's repression is fast
deepening, fuelled by the triumphalism of
Sinhala victory in the war against the
Tamil (Tiger)s, and confidence in interna-
tional inaction. What is also important is
that the logic of racial hierarchy and
exclusion embedded in the Sri Lankan
state has long celebrated the flight of
Tamil aliens from a space considered to
have been bequeathed to the Sinhalese by
Buddha himself.

Whilst a few Tamils migrated to
Britain and other Western states before
1983, the Black July anti-Tamil pogrom
was a watershed. Since then, hundreds of
thousands of Tamils have fled Sinhala
oppression, seeking refugee in neighbour-
ing India and in the West. Others have
scattered across Asia and even some
African places. Whilst 'Mother' India
penned many of our people in refugee
camps, those who were able to overcome
the often pitiless hostility of Western
immigration were able to successfully
rebuild their lives. As a community we
have struggled, worked incredibly hard
and done just that: we now constitute one
of the most integrated and successful
Diaspora communities in the West. We
can be justifiably proud of ourselves.

The possibility that Sinhala oppression
could be ended by Norwegian-led interna-
tional 'peace' intervention temporarily
slowed the flow of escapees, but the bru-
tality of Sri Lanka's renewed war has cre-
ated a new groundswell of fear and
loathing amongst the island's Tamils. It
was only a matter of time before the flee-
ing began anew. The mass-killings this
year of tens of thousands of Tamils and
the casual incarceration of the entire
Vanni population - all under international
scrutiny - has decisively spurred the pri-
mary driver of the now forty-year old
Tamil outflow from the island: a thor-

End of whose 
Kishore Mahbubani
International Herald Tribune

THE 20th anniversary of the fall
of the Berlin Wall has just been
celebrated. For many, that
momentous event marked the so-
called end of history and the final
victory of the West. 

This week, Barack Obama,
the first black president of the
once-triumphant superpower in
that Cold War contest, heads to
Beijing to meet America's
bankers - the Chinese Communist
government - a prospect undrea-
mt of 20 years ago. Surely, this
twist of the times is a good point
of departure for taking stock of
just where history has gone dur-
ing these past two decades.

Let me begin with an extreme
and provocative point to get the
argument going: Francis Fukuya-
ma's famous essay "The End of
History" may have done some
serious brain damage to Western
minds in the 1990s and beyond.

Mr. Fukuyama should not be
blamed for this brain damage. He
wrote a subtle, sophisticated and
nuanced essay. However, few
Western intellectuals read the
essay in its entirety. Instead, the
only message they took away
were two phrases: namely "the
end of history" equals "the tri-
umph of the West."

Western hubris was thick in
the air then. I experienced it. For
example, in 1991 I heard a senior
Belgian official, speaking on
behalf of Europe, tell a group of
Asians, "The Cold War has ended.
There are only two superpowers
left: the United States and
Europe." 

This hubris also explains how
Western minds failed to foresee
that instead of the triumph of the
West, the 1990s would see the
end of Western domination of
world history (but not the end of
the West) and the return of Asia.

There is no doubt that the
West has contributed to the return
of Asia. Several Asian societies
have succeeded because they
finally understood, absorbed and
implemented the seven pillars of
Western wisdom, namely free-
market economics, science and
technology, meritocracy, pragma-
tism, culture of peace, rule of law
and education.

Notice what is missing from
the list: Western political liberal-
ism, despite Mr. Fukuyama's
claim that "The triumph of the
West, of the Western idea, is evi-
dent first of all in the total exhaus-
tion of viable systematic alterna-
tives to Western liberalism."

The general assumption in
Western minds after reading Mr.
Fukuyama's essay was that the
world would in one way or anoth-
er become more Westernized.
Instead, the exact opposite has
happened. Modernization has
spread across the world, but it has
been accompanied by de-
Westernization. 

Mr. Fukuyama acknowledges
this today. "The old version of the
idea modernization was Euro-
centric, reflecting Europe's own
development," he said in a recent-
ly published interview. "That did
contain attributes which sought to
define modernization in a quite
narrow way."

In the same interview, he was
right in emphasizing that the three
components of political modern-
ization were the creation of an
effective state that could enforce
rules, the rule of law that binds
the sovereign, and accountability.
Indeed, these are the very traits of
political modernization that many
Asian states are aspiring to
achieve. 

Asians surely agree that no
state can function or develop
without an effective government.
We feel particularly vindicated in
this after the recent financial cri-
sis. One reason the United States
came to grief was the deeply held
ideological assumption in the
mind of key American policy-
makers, like Alan Greenspan, that
Ronald Reagan was correct in
saying that "government is not a
solution to our problem; govern-
ment is the problem." Fortunately,
Asians did not fall prey to this
ideology.

Consequently, in the 21st cen-
tury, history will unfold in the
exact opposite direction of what
Western intellectuals anticipated
in 1991. We will now see that the
"return of history" equals "the
retreat of the West." One predic-
tion I can make confidently is that
the Western footprint on the
world, which was hugely over-
sized in the 19th and 20th cen-
turies, will retreat significantly.

This will not mean a retreat of
all Western ideas. Many key ideas
like free-market economics and
rule of law will be embraced ever
more widely. However, few
Asians will believe that Western
societies are best at implementing
these Western ideas. Indeed, the
assumption of Western compe-
tence in governance and manage-
ment will be replaced by aware-
ness that the West has become
quite inept at managing its
economies. 

A new gap will develop.
Respect for Western ideas will
remain, but respect for Western
practices will diminish, unless
Western performance in gover-
nance improves again.

Sadly, in all the recent discus-
sions of "the end of history," few
Western commentators have
addressed the biggest lapse in
Western practice. The fundamen-
tal assumption of "the end of his-
tory" thesis was that the West
would remain the beacon for the
world in democracy and human
rights. In 1989, if anyone had
dared to predict that within 15
years, the foremost beacon would
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sinates or imprisons Tamil intellectuals and
political leaders. The state is also trying to
erase the Tamil national identity from the
island by changing facts on the ground. First
with overwhelming fire power it dismantled
the fledgling de facto state and now with
political and logistical savvy it is attempting
to change the demography of the Tamil speak-
ing northeastern areas of the island. 

But the crude brutality of Sri Lanka's vio-
lence is offset only by the utter futility of
these efforts.  

Over a hundred years ago Renan under-
stood that the nation was not a physical object
made of buildings and identifiable borders.
For Renan the nation was a shared principle:
"To have common glories in the past, a com-
mon will in the present; to have accomplished
great things together, to wish to do so again,
that is the essential condition for being a
nation." 

This shared principle Renan noted was far
more important than any physical criterion:
"to have suffered, worked, hoped together;
that is far more important than common taxes
and frontiers conforming to ideas of strategy." 

In the course of the Tamil struggle the
Tamil nation has come together through work,
hope and suffering. We have forged a shared
past and are united by a determination for a
better future for our people. This is what the
brutal but inept Sri Lankan state will never be
able to destroy, no matter how much it vio-
lently changes facts on the ground. 

The annual Remembrance Day events that
will be held across the Diaspora centres of the
world are not just about the past, they are
about the future. We owe it to all those who
have sacrificed so much for the liberation of
the Tamil nation not to forget them and to
continue to strive for Tamil freedom. By
keeping faith with the past we will overcome
Sri Lanka's oppression and ensure the Tamil
people have their day in the sun. 

The red poppy, worn as a mark of remem-
brance in Britain and many other allied coun-
tries is a symbol of the continuities of past,
present and future. The use of the poppy as a
symbol was inspired by a poem titled
'Flanders Fields', written by a Canadian
physician and soldier Lt Col John MCcrae.
The poem was written in May 1915 after
MCcrae witnessed the death of his twenty two
year old friend Lt Alexis Helmer. 

The poem is a message from the dead to
the living that evokes the poppies that grow
on Flanders Fields 'Between the crosses, row
on row'. The dead demand not just remem-
brance but a continuation of the struggle for
which they sacrificed. The last verse could
well be speaking to the Tamil people as it sets
out the obligations owed by those who live to
those who have died for the struggle: 

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Remembering for the future

The UK
Column

November is the month of the annual
Tamil Eelam Remembrance Day. During this
month Eelam Tamils across the world hold
events to remember and honour those who
have sacrificed their lives for the Tamil strug-
gle. The annual Remembrance Day events
have become an important expression of the
continued existence and strength of the Tamil
Eelam national identity. 

Remembrance Day events are an impor-
tant part of the national identities of many
countries. The Tamil Eelam national
Remembrance Day falls in the same month as
Britain's annual Remembrance Day. In
Britain, as in many other Allied and
Commonwealth countries November 11, the
anniversary of the formal Armistice that
ended WW1, is marked as an annual
Remembrance Day. 

The most visible and memorable symbol
of remembrance of these events is the red
poppy which evokes the fields of poppies in
which soldiers of WW1 lay buried. Although
Remembrance Day traditions emerged in the
wake of the enormous losses of WW1,
November 11 is used to remember and com-
memorate the sacrifices made by British and
Commonwealth armed services personnel in
all subsequent conflicts. 

Similarly for us November 27, the
anniversary of the death of one Tamil militant
is used to commemorate all those who given
their lives in the struggle to secure freedom
and justice for the Tamil people. The Tamil
nation's Remembrance Day events are
moments for sober and dignified reflection
and commemoration. 

Remembering our dead on November 27
maintains continuity with the past and ensures
that present and future generations live in
remembrance of the sacrifices that were made
on their behalf.

Ernst Renan, the nineteenth century
French historian, understood well the impor-
tance of remembering common suffering.
Sorrows he thought were far more important
than triumphalism in solidifying national
unity and purpose: "In fact, national sorrows
are more significant than triumphs because
they impose obligations and demand a com-
mon effort." 

The Remembrance Day events are there-
fore not just about commemorating the past.
In remembering the sacrifices of the past we
also reaffirm our commitment to the Tamil
struggle. The sacrifices of the past impose
obligations on us and command us to struggle
to secure Tamil national rights. 

This year in particular Eelam Tamils have
a lot to remember, honour and commemorate.
Over the past months the intensity of Sri
Lanka's oppression has plumbed new depths.
The Sri Lankan has unleashed unprecedented
violence in a 'final solution' attempt to annihi-
late the Tamil national identity. Tens of thou-
sands lie buried in the fields and beaches of
Vanni - their tally may never be known. 

Still Sri Lanka's oppression continues. It
continues to incarcerate thousands and assas-

become the first Western state to
reintroduce torture, everyone
would have shouted "impossible." 

Few in the West understand
how much shock Guantánamo
has caused in non-Western minds.
Hence many are puzzled that
Western intellectuals continue to
assume that they can portray
themselves and their countries as
models to follow when they speak
to the rest of the world on human
rights. 

This loss of moral authority is
the exact opposite outcome that
many Westerners expected when
they celebrated the fall of the
Berlin Wall in 1989.

Does this mean we should
give up hope? Will the world
become a sadder place? 

Probably few in the West
remember the last paragraph of
Mr. Fukuyama's essay. He wrote:
"The end of history will be a very
sad time. The struggle for recog-
nition, the willingness to risk
one's life for a purely abstract
goal, the worldwide ideological
struggle that called forth daring,
courage, imagination and ideal-

ism, will be replaced by econom-
ic calculation, the endless solving
of technical problems, environ-
mental concerns, and the satisfac-
tion of sophisticated consumer
demands. In the post-historical
period there will be neither art nor
philosophy, just the perpetual
caretaking of the museum of
human history."

Here, too, as the 21st century
unfolds, we will see the exact
opposite outcome. The return of
Asia will be accompanied by an
astonishing Asian renaissance in
which many diverse Asian cul-
tures will rediscover their lost
heritage of art and philosophy.

There is no question that
Asians will celebrate the return of
history. The only question is: Will
the West join them in these cele-
brations, or will they keep waiting
for the end to come?

Kishore Mahbubani is dean of
the Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy at the National
University of Singapore and the
author of "The New Asian
Hemisphere: The Irresistible Shift
of Global Power to the East."

History? 

The fall of the Berlin Wall failed to cement the West’s legitimacy as
had been anticipated when the bricks were torn down 20 years ago
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In Sri Lanka,
anger over
detainees’ fate

Smell of appeasement surrounds asylum deal 

THE Australian government went
to Sri Lanka this week bearing
gifts in the hope of winning co-
operation in its bid to reduce asy-
lum-seeker numbers. 

One was material: $11 million
towards de-mining the former
northern conflict zone and reset-
tling about 250,000 civilians still
held behind razor wire in internal-
ly displaced people (IDP) camps.

The other was less tangible:
rhetoric that pandered to the Sri
Lankan view that most asylum-
seekers are Tamil Tigers seeking
to reinvigorate the separatist
struggle from distant shores. Both
bore the whiff of appeasement.

While the EU is poised to
withdraw Sri Lanka's tax exemp-
tion status for textile exports,

worth $US3.3 billion annually,
because of reported human rights
abuses there, and the US adminis-
tration has called for the camps
and former conflict zones to be
opened to international scrutiny,
Australian officials say they pre-
fer a more "constructive"
approach.

In a joint news conference late
on Monday night to announce a
memorandum of understanding
on people-smuggling, Foreign
Minister Stephen Smith empha-
sised the importance of appre-
hending and prosecuting criminal
and terror syndicates behind the
people-smuggling trade.

"We face a heightened chal-
lenge from the criminal syndi-
cates behind people-smuggling

and we need to up our efforts to
combat that, and that's what our
agreement is about today," Mr
Smith said.

Australia's latest financial
contribution will provide $6m to
clear mines in resettlement areas,
$2m for food assistance to people
who have been resettled and $3m
through the UN for housing
reconstruction work.

In announcing the aid grant,
Mr Smith welcomed the Sri
Lankan government's commit-
ment to moving people out of IDP
camps and back into their com-
munities "with all the freedoms
associated with that, particularly
the freedom of movement".

That will be news to people
such as Pawani, a 25-year-old
Tamil woman who lost both her
legs in March during heavy gov-
ernment shelling of Killinochchi,
the administrative capital of the
former LTTE-held north.

She was released into her par-
ents' care only last month after
spending five months in an IDP
camp but enjoys none of the free-
dom of movement Mr Smith
referred to this week.

Confined to her family home
in a tiny fishing village in eastern
Batticaloa Province, Pawani can-
not even travel the few kilometres
to the neighbouring village to see
relatives and friends without first
seeking permission from security
officers.

"I have been advised by the
authorities that I have to live at
the one address I have been
released to," she told The
Australian.

"When I want to leave this vil-
lage, I have to inform the authori-
ties.

"Even to go to hospital, I have
to get permission.

"I have many relations who
live in neighbouring villages but I

can't visit them. Even if I get per-
mission, I am not allowed to stay
the night."

Neither Pawani nor her family
has received compensation for
her life-changing injuries and she
has no idea whether the govern-
ment will help pay for artificial
limbs and rehabilitation.

Colombo-based human rights
lawyer Gowry Tharawasa has lit-
tle faith Australia's latest aid con-
tribution, which brings Canberra's
total financial aid package since
the war's end in May to $49m,
will find its way to the people
most in need.

"IDPs who have been released
have not been given any proper
facilities," Ms Tharawasa said
yesterday.

"No aid has been provided.
There's been big publicity about
people released but they have
been dropped in villages without
even basic facilities."

SIX months after Sri Lanka's
decades-old civil war ended with
a final assault, about 200,000
people remain trapped in over-
crowded government-run camps
that were once safe havens for
those fleeing the conflict. 

Facing pressure from the
Obama administration and the
European Union, the Sri Lankan
government last month launched
a campaign to resettle tens of
thousands of the minority Tamil
detainees. 

But interviews in the country's
war-ravaged north reveal that
many civilians have merely been
shuffled from the large camps to
smaller transit ones and are being
held against their will. 

Others have been released,
only to be taken from their homes
days later with no indication of
where they have gone. 

After the army defeated the
Tamil Tigers in May, top govern-
ment officials paraded their suc-
cess on the streets of Colombo,
the capital, and the country's lead-
ers made noble promises about
ensuring national harmony. 

Now analysts say the real test
of Sri Lanka's success in building
a stable, post-conflict society lies
in the fate of these scores of thou-
sands of detainees. 

Human rights groups say the
government is lying about its

resettlement efforts; authorities
concede they are using the camps
as a tool to uncover any remain-
ing Tamil militants but deny they
are deliberately stalling civilians'
return home. 

"We thought this war was
over. But for Tamils, it's like
going from the frying pan and
into the fire," said Devander
Kumar, whose brother was
released, only to be taken away
by police without explanation,
one of 30 men in the seaside city
of Trincomalee who have disap-
peared soon after their homecom-
ing. 

"Do we Tamils have to prove
every second of the day that we
are not terrorists?" 

Tamil leaders worry that if
civilians end up languishing in
the camps indefinitely, the situa-
tion will only breed more resent-
ments and risk spawning another
generation of rebels. 

But the government says it
needs more time to de-mine vast
stretches of land in the north, as
well as to repair infrastructure
damaged by war. 

Authorities also say they con-
tinue to root out rebels who have
blended into the civilian popula-
tion. 

"History will prove us right,"
said Basil Rajapaksa, who is lead-
ing the resettlement process. 

weed out any underground rebels.
The Tamil people have had a lot
of hardship," he said. 

"So the last thing we want is
to sacrifice their security for the
sake of risking even one more
sleeper cell or one more attack." 

After a fierce military offen-
sive in May, the government
declared victory over Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, a well-
funded militia that for 26 years
fought for a separate homeland in
northern Sri Lanka. The United
States and other governments
have labeled the Tamil Tigers a
terrorist organization. 

The U.S. State Department
has called for an investigation
into war crimes allegedly com-

mitted by both sides during the
war's final days. 

After the fighting stopped, the
president commissioned patriotic
pop songs extolling the virtues of
a prosperous Sri Lanka united
under one flag. 

In the new Sri Lanka, he said,
the Sinhalese Buddhist majority
would embrace its Tamil compa-
triots, who are mostly Hindu and
make up 15 percent of the nation's
20 million people. 

But there is growing frustra-
tion among Tamils over the
camps, ringed by razor-wire fenc-
ing and patrolled by armed
guards. There is also anger over
the unexplained arrests of mili-
tary-age men. 

From the final days of the war when Tamil civilians, who donated blood to assist the patients who had
been taken out of the Vanni by the ICRC, disappeared, to today  when those released from the
Vavuniya internment camps to their homes in Trincomalee go ‘missing’ after encounters with military
or paramilitary agents of the Sri Lankan state, Tamils in the east continue to live in fear of being tar-
getted purely because they are Tamil and have assisted other Tamils in need. In this fear of persecution
based on race they are not alone, for it is prevalent among all Tamils across the island

Emily Wax
Washington Post 

Amanda Hodge 
The Australian 

On a recent day at a camp set
up inside a school here, soldiers
held back a group of weeping
women who rushed to the gates to
greet family members they had
not seen in more than a year
because they had gotten separated
during the fighting.

"The most worrying part of
the transit camps is that nobody is
allowed to even meet them inside,
not even religious leaders or des-
perate relatives," said V.
Kalaichelvan, head of the
Consortium of Humanitarian
Agencies in Trincomalee. 

"It's like a wound on the psy-
che of the already damaged Tamil
community." 

Mano Ganesan, a Tamil mem-
ber of Parliament, has filed a law-
suit against the government to
allow him and other Tamil leaders
to visit both the transit and the
relief camps. 

"Tamils feel like inmates in
their own country. . . . The irony
is that the root causes of this con-
flict are being ignored yet again.
That can only mean more Tigers
in the future," Ganesan said. 

On a 10-hour trip by car from
the capital to Trincomalee, one
encounters frequent checkpoints,
abandoned villages and fields of
weeds where once rice and
cashew were grown. 

The transit camps appear
overcrowded, with families

While Sinhala news was dominated by Sarath Fonseka’s ‘troubles’ in the US, the Tamil media was more focused on the fate of Tamil civil-
ians held in internment camps as the monsoon rains finally arrived causing flooding and further distress (cartoon courtesy Creative Truth)

“We thought this war
was over. But for
Tamils, it's like going
from the frying pan
and into the fire. Do
we Tamils have to
prove every second of
the day that we are
not terrorists?”

Rajapaksa is a U.S. citizen
and an adviser to President
Mahinda Rajapaksa, his brother. 

"We need the transit camps to

spread out under trees. 
"In the last few weeks, there

has been a sincere effort to release
more people from the detention
camps," said a senior U.S. offi-
cial, who spoke on the condition
of anonymity to protect diplomat-
ic efforts. 

"But we have so far been
unable to track where exactly
they are going. We are hoping to
see evidence soon that they have
actually been resettled." 

Sri Lankan officials say the
government has begun relocating
nearly 42,000 people from the
camps. 

The government also says it
will dedicate a large amount of
development money to the Tamil-
dominated north. 

But mistrust prevails. In one
village, residents said police had
taken away several of their neigh-
bors, who they said were inno-
cent. 

"One of the major problems
with the camps is that the govern-
ment is not telling people when or
why they are arresting relatives,"
said Gordon Weiss, a spokesman
for the United Nations in Sri
Lanka. "In a country with a long
history of disappearances, just
snatching people creates an
incredible atmosphere of fear. At
the same time, the sinister nature
of this war was that so many civil-
ians were militarized, which legit-
imized them as targets by the
other side. That is the tragedy of
this conflict."

In a country with a
long history of 
disappearances, just
snatching people 
creates an incredible
atmosphere of fear.
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Softly, softly on
boat-people

Editorial
New Zealand Herald

David Feith
Sydney Morning
Herald

THIS country enjoyed a warm
glow early in the life of the previ-
ous Government when it relieved
Australia of some of the so-called
Tampa refugees. 

Green MP Keith Locke
believes we should do it again,
this time for asylum-seekers from
Sri Lanka who have been picked
up by an Australian customs ves-
sel and returned to Indonesia,
where they are refusing to disem-
bark. 

This country needs to be care-
ful as well as compassionate. 

It must do nothing to under-
mine Australia's legitimate efforts
to control its borders. With a vast,
empty coast facing Asia and the
Indian Ocean, Australians natu-
rally harbour a deep-seated fear
of mass illegal immigration by
sea. 

The Howard Government's
refusal to admit the boat-people
to the Australian mainland, keep-
ing them encamped in Nauru,
Papua New Guinea or Christmas
Island, may have seemed hard-
hearted in New Zealand but
across the Tasman it won John
Howard more friends than ene-
mies. 

So much so that he was
accused of exploiting his hard
line for election gains.

Be that as it may, Mr Howard
can now point to a measure of
success in stemming the flow of
sea-borne asylum- seekers during
his period in power.

And for all that the Australian
Labor Party criticised him at the
time, the Rudd Government is
doing much the same. It has shut
the Nauru and PNG camps but
increased air and sea patrols and
maintained arrangements that
deny refugee appeal rights to
those held on Christmas Island. 

The public, however, believes
Mr Rudd has softened the line
and blames him for a recent resur-
gence in numbers of boat-people
trying to make landfall in
Australia. 

Two polls published this week
returned adverse verdicts on his
border security. Perception is
probably a bigger problem than
the reality. Australia accepts
13,500 refugees a year. More than

95 per cent arrive by plane. 
The number intercepted at sea

over the past year is about 1800.
Almost 700 of them have been
stopped in the past six weeks.
Most come from Afghanistan,
Iraq and, more recently, Sri
Lanka. Tamils fleeing Sri Lanka
since their defeat in that country's
long civil war have created a new
wave of need. 

The 78 who are refusing to
leave the Australian customs
patrol ship Oceanic Viking in the
West Java port of Merak have cre-
ated an incident that dramatises
both the plight of the Tamils and
the Australian Government's
dilemma. 

New Zealand should not take
any of the 78 except at Canberra's
request. There is a welcome and
well-established Tamil immigrant
community in this country and
extra numbers could easily be
absorbed, but orderly procedure is
important. 

The Australian Foreign
Minister has been in Sri Lanka
this week trying to discourage
Tamils from fleeing to Indonesia
in the belief they can slip across
to Australia by boat. 

Meanwhile, Indonesia has set
a deadline of Friday for the
Oceanic Viking to depart.
Churches and trade unions are
calling for the 78 to be allowed
into Australia so their need for
asylum can be properly assessed. 

But the Rudd Government's
reluctance can be understood. It is
one thing to assess an asylum-
seeker who arrives on a commer-
cial aircraft and send him away
back on the next plane if his claim
fails; it is a different thing entire-
ly to bring the people in on
Australian ships or aircraft and
preserve the option not to let them
stay. 

New Zealand should make
known its willingness to help, as
it did in the Tampa incident, but
not too loudly. There is no credit
in displays of compassion from a
position of comfort. 

Asylum- seekers and the
agents who prey on them must
not imagine that a bid for illegal
entry to Australia will result, at
worst, in admission to New
Zealand. The lucky few admitted
from the Tampa did not interfere
with the Howard Government's
clear message. The same care
would be needed again.

Horrific treatment
makes them desperate

THE "tough talk" over the case of
Sri Lankan Tamil asylum seekers
by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
and Australia's abrogation of its
responsibility to these people in
deals with Indonesia (which have
turned sour) has left me puzzled
and disappointed.

Where was this "tough talk"
when Tamil civilians in Sri Lanka
were being relentlessly shelled by
the Sri Lankan military in the war
earlier this year? What practical
measures has the Australian
Government taken to address the
suffering of Tamil civilians in the
internment camps in Sri Lanka
since the war ended in May?
More than 250,000 Tamil civil-
ians have been detained since
May in barbed-wire fenced
internment camps, where they are
subject to massive overcrowding,
shortage of food and medical
facilities, abductions, including
the abduction of children, rape,
torture, disease, and when the
monsoons set in, flooding.

It is the extreme, so-called
"push factors" and the entrenched
discrimination against Tamils in
Sri Lanka that leads to desperate
acts, such as embarking on a dan-
gerous voyage on unsafe vessels.

Human Rights Organisations,
such Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch, have
repeatedly expressed their con-
cern about the conditions in the
camps. Both organisations have
repeatedly called for the release
of Tamil civilians from the intern-
ment camps and have accused the
Sri Lankan Government of falsely
claiming that it had allowed thou-
sands of detained civilians in the
camps to return home. In reality,
many of the people that the
Government claims to have
released have been transferred
from one detention camp to
another, a so-called "way station".
Asia director at Human Rights
Watch Brad Adams has said:
"While the Government has the
right to screen the displaced per-
sons for security reasons, the
process has turned into a ruse to
hold as many Tamils for as long
as possible in the camps. The
Government's untruthful state-
ments and promises should not
fool anybody anymore."

Amnesty International has
stated that the camps are filthy,
overcrowded and dangerous.
Heavy rains in September caused
rivers of water to cascade through
the tents, forcing camp residents
to wade through sewage.
Monsoon rains are expected to
start soon, threatening to flood the
camps. One escapee told Amnesty
that some women are forced to
give birth in front of strangers

without privacy.
All international media and

non-governmental organisations
have been locked out of the
camps, ensuring that the suffering
of the people is far from public
attention. The Times newspaper
in England has reported that 1400
civilians each week are dying in
the camps. British Foreign
Secretary David Miliband has
admitted to the House of
Commons that the British
Government was aware that the
extrajudicial killing of Tamils has
taken place, both inside and out-
side the camps. The European
Union is set to recommend with-
drawing trade benefits from Sri
Lanka over alleged human rights
abuses in the last stages of the
civil war. The EU has investigat-
ed whether Sri Lanka violated the
UN Convention against Torture,
UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child and UN Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights. In
August it completed a report that
described a culture of "complete
or virtually complete impunity in
Sri Lanka", citing police torture,
abductions of journalists and
uninvestigated disappearances. 

In addition, earlier this week,
in a 70-page report, the US
Government was highly critical
of the Sri Lankan Government.
The report alleged that Sri
Lankan Government forces
abducted and killed ethnic Tamil
civilians, shelled and bombed no-
fire zones, and killed senior rebel
leaders with whom they had bro-
kered a surrender. The report
describes a hellish scene, in
which a no-fire zone, crowded
with civilians, was struck by sus-
tained shelling and bombing. It
estimated that 100 people per day
were killed by Sri Lankan army
shelling and bombing. Hospitals
in the area were continually
struck by shells, even though their
locations had been carefully
reported to the Government. 

Many of the critics of the 260
asylum seekers label them "queue
jumpers". How can one jump a
queue, when one was never
allowed to join the queue? The
United Nations refugee agency
(UNHCR), which is responsible
for processing the claims of
refugees, is not allowed in the
camps. 

The Australian Government's

response has been to pledge to
send Australian police to Sri
Lanka to help the Government
there clamp down on the exodus
of asylum seekers. This is after
the Australian Government that
sent its deputy chief of the navy,
Rear Admiral Davyd Thomas, to
Colombo in June 2009 to urge
that young Tamils be prevented
from coming to Australia. Has
Australia sent a parliamentary
delegation to Sri Lanka to inspect
the internment camps and see the
conditions for themselves? The
answer is no. The weak response
of the Australian Government to
its own citizen, UNICEF
spokesman James Elder who was
expelled from Sri Lanka, illus-
trates its lack of conviction in
addressing the human rights con-
cerns of the Tamil people.
Furthermore, in July, a second
Australian citizen, also a senior
UN diplomat was given two
weeks to leave the country, for
providing detailed rebuttals of Sri
Lankan Government "wartime
propaganda" during the final bat-
tles against the Tamil Tigers. Both
expulsions were under the
instructions of Palitha Kohona,
the then permanent secretary to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Sri Lankan Government. He
has just been awarded permanent
representative of Sri Lanka to the
UN. Kohona is also an Australian
citizen, who, before returning to
Sri Lanka, was the head of the
trade and investment section of
the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade.

People do not flee their home
countries lightly. Demonising
asylum seekers or people smug-
glers does not help the situation.
We need to understand the condi-
tions that force people to flee their
home countries. The definition of
a refugee is someone who flees
persecution. It would be worth
examining why Sri Lankan
Tamils fear persecution. The
Australian Government should
look carefully at the situation in
Sri Lanka, and urge the Sri
Lankan Government to improve
its treatment of Tamil citizens if it
wants to stem the tide of asylum
seekers.

David Feith is the author of
Conflict in Sri Lanka and
Stalemate: Refugees in Asia.
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Refugees in Indonesia
threaten suicide
TAMIL refugees on board a boat
on the Indonesian island of
Bintan have threatened to commit
suicide if their pleas are not
heard.

"If Australian try to force back
to Indonesia, we are going close
our life in the ocean", read a hasti-
ly written note thrown to journal-
ists from aboard their ship.

"This is our final decision,"
they said.

The Indonesian authorities
have given the refugees until
November 13 to disembark and
hand themselves over to authori-
ties. At this point, they will be
forcibly transferred to an
Indonesian detention centre in
Bintan. 

From there most of the
refugees will probably be repatri-
ated to Sri Lanka, if past
Indonesian practice is any indica-
tion, reports from the country
said.

But the refugees have refused
to set foot on Indonesian soil.

The United Nations refugee
Agency confirmed that at least
some of the group, aboard the
Ocean Viking ship, have been
recognised as needing refugee
protection and are genuine
refugees.

"It's difficult for us to say
exactly who's on board and what
their background and profile is,
but we understand there are a
number of cases who are known
to UNHCR - either as refugees or
people who have some registra-
tion with our organisation in
south-east Asia," said the UN's
regional representative, Richard
Towle.

Despite pleas from the Tamils
onboard for the UN to come and
talk to them, Towle confirmed
that the UN has not yet been
given permission to go on board.

"We haven't been on board at

this point because we haven't
received a specific request from
the government of Indonesia and
of course, their consent and
request would be a prerequisite of
us going on board," he said.

Some reports suggest that
though the asylum seekers have
been aboard the boat for two
weeks, some may have been liv-
ing in Indonesia for years, waiting
for the UN High Commission for
Refugees to resettle them. 

The fact that the notes they
have been throwing to journalists
from aboard their boat are written
in Indonesian, is being used to
support these reports, as the
refugees must have been in
Indonesia long enough to be able
to write the language. 

In their frequent notes, the
civilians have described their
physical and emotional suffer-
ings, whilst waiting in Malaysia
and Singapore, to be resettled. 

They claim to have paid more
than US$5,000 each in order to be
smuggled from Indonesia to
Australia but are now stranded
aboard the ship. 

There have also been claims
of officers mistreating the civil-
ians on board.

"He pushed me to go back. He
said always like this and also
using bad words like 'f**k'," said
one asylum seeker.

Australian Foreign Affairs
Minister Stephen Smith is due to
visit Sri Lanka and meet with
government officials in order to
try and ease the standoff.

"We are contemplating and
looking at what further assistance
we may be able to provide," Mr
Smith said.

Meanwhile, the refugees are
still onboard the Ocean Viking,
awaiting a decision on their
future.

The 245 asylum seekers are

still aboard the boat they boarded
in the West Java port of Merak in
Indonesia. 

Since the boat was detected on
October 17, they have refused to
disembark from the boat and step
foot onto Indonesian soil. 

Ten refugees have come off
the boat for urgent medical rea-
sons. "We all wish to come to
Australia," said 30-year old
Anton speaking from an
Indonesian hospital.

The group’s spokesman Alex,
has told reporters that he was
deported from Canada in 2003,
but was reluctant to talk about his
past, fearing for the safety of his
wife and children, who are still in
Sri Lanka. 

He said that he would "hold
the Australian government and
the Indonesian government
responsible for their murders," if
anything were to happen to them.

Many of the refugees on board
the boat have said that they were
held in the infamous Menik Farm
IDP camp.

"They are deeply traumatised
and fear being returned to camps
if they hand themselves over to
the Indonesian government,” said
Pamela Curr from the Asylum
Seeker Resource Centre in
Melbourne.

“Three people from this boat
have been hospitalised and five
people with little children have
left the boat because of the chil-
dren. Last week water was
restricted and no medical care
given for conjunctivitis which
was sweeping through the boat.
Over 30 cases reported on
Friday," she said. 

"IOM and Indonesian officers
are pressuring the people to dis-
embark. However after living in
camps in Sri Lanka these people
are not ready to commit to camps
in Indonesia," she added. 

The Tamil refugees in Indonesia feel abandoned by both the
Australian and Indonesian governments, with neither country will-
ing to consider their claims though international agencies say many
face legitimate fears of persecution in Sri Lanka 

Tamils die fleeing 
Sri Lanka
A BOAT full of asylum seekers,
believed to be Tamil refugees,
was detected off the shores of
Australia last week, capsizing
before it had reached land. 

Twelve civilians aboard the

boat are believed to have
drowned and twenty-seven were
rescued. 

The boat is believed to have
set sail from the Batticaloa, Sri
Lanka, with the ultimate destina-
tion being Australia.

The surviving asylum seekers
were sent to a detention centre on
Christmas Island,  off the north-
ern coast of Australia. 

After 24 hours a rescue opera-
tion to find further survivors was
called off.

“Medical advice received
indicates that there is no further
chance of survivability,” Austra-
lian Home Minister Brendan
O'Connor said in a statement.
“This is a tragic incident.”

The refugees were rescued by
a trawler and bulk freighter which
responded to their distress sig-
nals. 

They arrived to find debris
from the boat strewn about the
water and a "significant" number
of the passengers in the ocean.

Two teenage boys aged 13 and
14 were among the missing,
feared dead after the boat cap-
sized near the Cocos Island. 

One body was recovered and a
two more were sighted in the
water, media reports said.

Australia urges Sri Lanka reconciliation

AUSTRALIA on Sunday,
November 8, urged Sri Lanka,
having defeated the Tamil Tigers
in May, to now embrace political
reform and reconciliation to stem
the flow of asylum seekers leav-
ing the country.

Australian Foreign Minister
Stephen Smith met his Sri Lankan
counterpart Rohitha Bogollagama
in Colombo on Monday,
November 8 amid a standoff in
Indonesia involving 78 Tamil asy-
lum seekers, who are refusing to
leave an Australian vessel that
rescued them last month.

"I will reiterate Australia's
view that having won the war, Sri
Lanka now needs to win the peace
through political reform and rec-
onciliation," Smith said in a state-

ment before his meeting with his
Sri Lankan counterpart.

"Mr Bogollagama and I will
discuss bilateral and regional
cooperation on people smuggling
and ways in which Australia will
continue to assist Sri Lanka
rebuild after decades of internal
conflict." The Australian state-
ment however was not publically
reiterated after Smith’s arrival in
Colombo. Instead, Australia and
Sri Lanka signed a legal coopera-
tion agreement to fight people
smuggling. 

The memorandum of under-
standing will make it easier to
investigate and prosecute smug-
glers while legal assistance and
extradition measures will be
strengthened, Australian Foreign

ers, many of them Sri Lankan
Tamils displaced by the conduct
and end of civil war, has ignited
what is a hot-button political
issue in Australia.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
has had to defend his border secu-
rity policy, which critics say has
been softened and is attracting
more boatpeople. Opinion polls
show the popularity of Rudd's
government has taken a tumble in
the past few weeks as a result of
its handling of the issue.

Almost 300,000 civilians
were forced from their homes and
moved into the cramped camps in
the north of Sri Lanka during the
final months of Sri Lanka's civil
war against the LTTE which
ended in May.

Minister Stephen Smith said in a
statement, without detailing spe-
cific steps. 

“People smuggling remains a
high priority,” Smith and
Bogollagama, said in a joint state-
ment. “It presents a threat to the
integrity of border security.” 

The standoff in Indonesia
involves an Australian customs
vessel which rescued a group of
boatpeople in Indonesian waters. 

It took them to the Indonesian
port of Tanjung Pinang but the
asylum seekers have refused to
leave the vessel.

Last Friday Indonesia extend-
ed for another week a deadline for
the ship to leave its waters.

The arrival in Australia of sev-
eral boats carrying asylum seek-
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Situation in Sri Lanka absolutely
grim says Arundhati Roy 

“India has done everything it can, including
blocking the demand for an investigation
into the possibility that the Sri Lankan 
government might be guilty of having 
committed war crimes in this war against
the Tamil people of Sri Lanka.”

IN an exclusive interview with
the Sri Lankan Guardian, Ms.
Arundhati Roy shared her views
on Sri Lanka. 

“The situation sounds in Sri
Lanka absolutely grim,” she
exclaimed. 

“Indian civil society is a vast
and varied creature. Most people
in India have absolutely no idea
what happened in Sri Lanka,
because the Indian media was
careful not to report it,” she said
when I asked about present
gloomy interests of an Indian
civil society towards situation in
Sri Lanka.

Speaking about war in Sri
Lanka which has ended last May,
Ms. Roy suggested, “I believe
that the Government of Sri Lanka
should be investigated for com-
mitting war crimes.” 

“I am in no way pro LTTE nor
have I ever been. I cannot admire
those whose vision can only
accommodate justice for their
own and not for everybody,” she
has pointed out on her view
regarding the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam.

Even talking about the policy
of the Government of Sri Lanka,
Ms. Roy asserted, “I do believe
that the LTTE and its fetish for
violence was cultured in the cru-
cible of monstrous, racist, and
injustice acts that the Sri Lankan
government and to a great extent
Sinhalese society visited on the
Tamil people for decades.” 

Has the Rajapakse Govern-
ment openly nationalized almost
fascist rhetoric? What has
Arundhati Roy said? 

Full text of the interview is
below:

Question : So how do you
summarize the present political
developments in Sri Lanka six
months after the elimination of
the Tamil Tigers? 

Answer : The situation
sounds absolutely grim. I have
not visited the camps myself, but
from the reports that are emerging
it is obvious that there is an
unconscionable humanitarian cri-
sis unfolding which the world
seems to be turning it's eyes away
from. 

For hundreds of thousands of
people to be herded into camps
and held there by a government
that is so blatantly gloating over
its military victory over them is a

terrifying situation. Mind-numb-
ing. 

The use of the term 'concen-
tration camp' does seem appropri-
ate given the few testimonies that
have made their way out of the
steel wall of silence the govern-
ment has erected around them. 

If these testimonies are
untrue, and if the Government of
Sri Lanka has nothing to hide it
should allow the media free
access to the camps so they can
see what is going on.

Question : The Government
of Sri Lanka is saying it will
resettle all Internally Displaced
People before end of January
2010. It is interesting to read that
the Government is ready to offer
Colombo schools to ex-Child
Soldiers of Tamil Tigers. Always
we can hear victory euphoria
from the Government side and its
tune all the time is very optimal. 

Meanwhile, many Rights
groups and some countries like
the United States criticized the
action of the Government of Sri
Lanka, and are saying the
Government is violating basic
human rights, as well as there are
some critical issues over war
crimes by the Government in the
final battle against the Tamil
Tigers. 

But it seems the Indian civil
society is having very little sym-
pathy to the suffering of Sri
Lankan Tamils. Let me know
your views on War on Terror in
Sri Lanka and the minority’s
future in the Island Nation? 

Answer : Indian civil society
is a vast and varied creature. Most
people in India have absolutely
no idea what happened in Sri
Lanka, because the Indian media
was careful not to report it. 

The section of the Indian
establishment - those with a
'voice' are increasingly develop-
ing a ghoulish fascination for
State power and its ability to
crush people. There is a great
admiration for Israel and its meth-
ods among this crowd. It is
shameful. So this section has no
problem with what ha been done
to an ethic minority. 

They have tolerated a huge
amount of state brutality in their
own country, in Kashmir, in
Nagaland, in Manipur for years.
My views on the Sri Lankan War?
I believe that the Government of

Sri Lanka should be investigated
for committing war crimes.

Question : It is claimed by
some quarters that India was
behind the conflict from the
beginning and gave weapons and
other logistical support and also
training facilities in her soil for
the Tamil militancy few decades
ago. But later India went against
the Tamil militancy and went
close to the Government of the
Island nation. Let me know your
views on the India’s approach
towards its southern neighbour in
the future?

Answer : That the Indian gov-
ernment armed and trained the
LTTE is well known. But then it
switched sides. India has done
everything it can, including
blocking the demand for an inves-
tigation into the possibility that
the Sri Lankan government might
be guilty of having committed
war crimes in this war against the
Tamil people of Sri Lanka. India,
China and Pakistan came together
to block it. International politics
is a cold, unforgiving game.

Question : The Prevention of
Terrorism Act – or as you have
called it, the ‘Production of
Terrorism Act’ – is still in force in
Sri Lanka, whilst hundreds of
youth, most of them ethnic Tamils
are being arrested under the PTA
and held prisons or in undisclosed
clandestine camps. 

It seems Patriotism, National

Security, Humanitarian Mission
etc of the government are over-
shadowing the Law and Order in
the country. It is easy for people
to be branded as patriots or trai-
tors by under these missions thus
undermining the law and order
needed at this difficult juncture. If
this continued what will be the
long term consequences for Sri
Lanka?

Answer: That is exactly what
anti-terror laws are meant for.
They are never meant for real ter-
rorists. They are meant to terror-
ize ordinary people, to criminal-
ize democratic space.

In Gujarat in 2002 after Hindu
mobs massacred Muslims on the
streets, only Muslims were
booked as 'terrorists'. Today India
is passing laws that allows the
government to call anyone it
wants to a Maoist, a Naxalite. 

In India the bogey of 'Islamist
terrorism' had an inherent flaw -
the minimum qualification for a
person to be booked was that he
or she had to be Muslim. Now
with the 'Maoist Terror' bogey
that flaw has been rectified. 

The media’s wild stories about
Maoist terror has allowed the
Indian Government to vastly
expanded the catchment area of
suspects. It can apply to any one
of us. 

In Sri lanka the long term con-
sequences cannot be good. I don’t
believe that people who have

been brutalized and robbed of
their dignity will just keep taking
it. The Tamils will rise again, not
now, but some years from now.

Question: Whenever you
came out with your views on the
ground realities, you came under
severe criticism of the Sri Lanka
government as a supporter of the
LTTE. Is this because your com-
ments are considered pro-LTTE
sentiments? 

Answer: That is a pretty stan-
dard, self-serving way that most
right wing governments have of
dealing with criticism. It’s the old
Bush doctrine ‘If you are not with
us you are with the terrorists.” 

I refuse to submit to it. I am in
no way pro LTTE nor have I ever
been. I cannot admire those
whose vision can only accommo-
date justice for their own and not
for everybody. However I do
believe that the LTTE and its
fetish for violence was cultured in
the crucible of monstrous, racist,
injustice that the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment and to a great extent
Sinhala society visited on the
Tamil people for decades. 

I also believe that the LTTE
must take at least some responsi-
bility for the cataclysm that has
befallen the people it claimed it
spoke for, and fought for. The
tragedy of Sri Lanka’s Tamil peo-
ple is one that all armed struggles,
including the Maoists of India
ought to learn from.

The conditions of the people in the camps can only lead to resistance argues Arundathi Roy, who also
suggests that some laws are aimed at producing terrorism, rather than preventing it.

The Sri Lanka Guardian
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As long as the Tamil nation is not placed on and equal footing with the Sinhala nation, there can be no genuine reconciliation in Sri Lanka

Reconciliation cannot come without
parity and dignity

WHEN the Second World War
was ending in the Western
Theatre in May 1945, the British
public made one of its wisest
decisions in history in sending
Winston Churchill to political
retirement and electing Clement
Atlee who was able to evoke new
hopes about freedom of peoples
all over the world by announcing
independence to colonies. 

Postal votes cast by British
soldiers experiencing the pulse of
peoples in different parts of the
world in fact made the edge of the
decision.

The war that is declared ended
in the island of Sri Lanka fails to
evoke any hopes in the minds of
the masses in the island as well as
in the civilized world because no
formula other than further repres-
sion is what forthcoming in
addressing the underlying issue of
national question in the island. 

The Sri Lankan government
and the military chief aspiring for
political power are only compet-
ing in who could prove more
repressive to the national question
of Eelam Tamils.

The plain truth is that political
justice cannot be expected from
the guilty and the paranoid ones
unless they are 'Dharma Ashokas'
of the Buddhist fame. Even Ash-
oka who shed much tears in his
inscriptions for the war he waged
in Kalinga, never thought of giv-
ing independence to that country.

For reasons yet to be under-
stood fully, the war in the island
was collectively and determined-
ly fought by all the powers of the
world. What is that sane point of
global polity they wanted to
achieve and if they have achieved
it where is the political justice
long due for Eelam Tamils,
remain as puzzles. 

Many diplomatic circles were
long hinting at the bankruptcy of
ideology in the powers of today.
According to them, the island of
Sri Lanka was a test case for 'trial
and error geopolitics' of 21st cen-
tury and except China the others
fought the war with an 'extraordi-
nary vision' of 'what comes later
will be addressed later.' 

As a result, at the end of the
war, the geopolitical configura-
tions became more precarious
than before.

Now comes the great idea of
'reconciliation.

A widely expressed opinion
considering all what had gone
before is that reconciliation has to
first take place between the pow-
ers and Eelam Tamil psyche. 

Probabilities for such a recon-
ciliation taking place genuinely
are remote unless the powers rec-
ognize the national question as
national question and come for-
ward to address it in ways fit
enough for chronic cases.

In this respect the US state
department's paradigm of recon-
ciliation is wanting in Hillary
Clinton's pre-election vision on
recognition of national questions. 

The war and its aftermath
have indisputably proved that
'human rights' and 'development'
are not sufficient enough to han-
dle a crisis like that of Sri Lanka. 

Any approach to the diaspora
about which the West is particu-
larly interested in may not bear
much fruit unless there is open
commitment of them to the
national cause of Eelam Tamils.

India has no excuses now in
recognizing the national question
as the 'terrorism' it was complain-
ing about doesn't exist and as Mr.
Karunanidhi has proved that the
Eelam Tamil nationalism is a sep-
arate entity of its own.

But the Indian Establishment
is far behind in politically gearing
itself to meet the requirement. Its
traditional approach through
bureaucrats and intelligence
agencies to create and manipulate
factions will not work anymore.
Only an open political confession
acknowledging the national cause
will mobilise masses in its favour
and that is its greatest security.

On boldly specifying the
national question even certain
friendly sections of Eelam Tamil
cause in India seem to be slipping
at a most wanted time. There is a
view among sections of them that
an independent and sovereign
Tamil Eelam will not be accept-
able to the peoples of India and
the issue has to be addressed as a
case of 'self-determination.'

TamilNet has written at length

how 'self-determination' is vague
and ambiguous in contesting
'right to security of a state' and
thus often meaningless in interna-
tional vocabulary in addressing
ethnic questions and 'intra-state'
national conflicts.

What puzzles Eelam Tamils is
how 'ideology' of some Indian
political parties that once
staunchly upheld the creation of
Bangladesh could not now justify
Tamil Eelam to the peoples of
India. 

Is it because Tamils are inferi-
or to Bengalis or is it because
genocide is less in Sri Lanka or is
it because ideology has to be
adjusted to the whims and fancies
of the Indian Establishment are
questions asked in Tamil circles.

The most fundamental politi-
cal freedom is the right of a peo-
ple to tell what they politically
want for them. 

The Sri Lankan state has dis-
enfranchised Eelam Tamils in this
respect long back by the 6th
Amendment to the constitution in
1983. 

Today, one finds some other
states too engaged in either telling
Tamils not to reveal what they
wish in their heart or intimidating
directly or indirectly expression
of opinion in favour of their
national cause.

Mr. Karunanidhi is not alone
in deleting the word Eelam but
there are also countries in the east
of India that frown at their citi-
zen's solidarity with the cause. In
the so-called globalized world,
political fundamentalism of
Establishments in the name of
state has become the worst threat

to transnational political opinion
and people to people solidarity.

The free world will certainly
appreciate the refreshing example
set by Norway last May in allow-
ing Eelam Tamils to democrati-
cally express their opinion and
mandate independent and sover-
eign Tamil Eelam. 

Now similar exercises are pur-
sued in several other countries of
the West.

Eelam Tamil diaspora should
pick up the cue and what they
could demonstrate democratically
will sure to be a novel contribu-
tion to global polity, besides ben-
efiting their own cause.

Re-mandating independent
and sovereign Tamil Eelam of the
Vaddukkoaddai Resolution of
nonviolent politics, forming
democratically elected country
councils and evolving a democra-
tic transnational government are
three major steps for Eelam
Tamils in the diaspora. 

The steps in principle are not
contradictory to one another but
contributory as well as safety
locks, and any affliction to the
success of even one of them will
affect all.

Eelam Tamils have to demon-
strate that 'self-determination of
people' is some thing that is exer-
cised and not received from oth-
ers.

Those in the international
community who aspire for recon-
ciliation and peace in the island
may do well by encouraging the
Eelam Tamil diaspora in evolving
political structures culminating in
transnational state so that a plat-
form of dignity and identity could

be there to smoothly facilitate
reconciliation first with the inter-
national community. 

Of course ultimate reconcilia-
tion has to take place between
Sinhala and Tamil nations for
peace in the island and in the
region. But genuine reconcilia-
tion cannot come without parity
and dignity. 

The said political steps of the
diaspora may immensely help to
enlighten the Sinhala nation of
the democratic realities of the
national question in the island and
could pave way for reconciliation.
At present, the Sinhala nation has
no avenues for learning the true
democratic opinion of the Tamil
nation that is in captivity in the
island.

The current psychological and
political reality in the island is
that 'reconciliation' is an issue
between two nation states, and it
has to be approached acknowled-
ging this reality, not only for poli-
tical formulas and peace in the isl-
and, but also for achieving shared
sovereignty of the EU model in
the region, if that is what going to
be the demand of time in future. 

Present day International
Community will register a point
of progress in the polity of human
civilization by collectively eradi-
cating baneful states like Sri
Lanka that habitually blackmails,
using the card of geopolitics, to
resist restructure.

A situation is not far away that
the Sinhala nation too will be
demanding this from the interna-
tional community and reconcilia-
tion would perhaps come at that
point, if at all not by other means.

TamilNet
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Death threats
made against
female editors
"IF you write anymore, we will
kill you and slice you into
pieces."

These were the words of
"hand written death threats",
received by two female editors of
The Sunday Leader, a leading
broadsheet in Sri Lanka.

The threats were sent to the
editors, Frederica Jansz and
Munza Mushtaq, after the paper
published a story relating to the
infamous Channel 4 execution
video, reporting that the video
was authentic.

The letters, received on
October 22, were written in red
ink, and were reported by Jansz to
be "almost identical to what
Lasantha (Wickrematunge) got
three weeks before he was mur-
dered". 

The former Sunday Leader
editor received the threats just
before he was assassinated. 

A professional graphologist
P.H. Manatunge, confirmed that
the writings sent to
Wickrematunge were similar to
the ones received recently and
may have been sent by the same
person.

The threats followed an article
written in the government run
Media Centre for National
Security website, attacking
Frederica Jansz for comments
made in an interview with Al-
Jazeera. 

The article went so far as to
even carry terminology such as

"prostituting" and "prostitute."
"This newspaper has consis-

tently in the entire 15 years of its
existence come under attack. We
have been burnt, bombed, sealed,
harassed and threatened, culmi-
nating in January this year with
the brutal killing of Lasantha
Wickrematunge," reported the
paper.

"Not satisfied with that assas-
sination, The Sunday Leader has
continued to come under attack."

The threats were received
after the paper published a front
page news article reporting the
findings of a United States foren-
sic analyst company. 

The American company had
said in a preliminary report that
there had been no tampering of
the controversial Channel 4 video
clip, in either the audio or video
portions of the footage. 

The video showed men in Sri
Lankan Army uniform executing
naked, blindfolded Tamil civil-
ians, with their hands tied behind
their backs.

"The police must treat these
death threats written in red ink
with the utmost seriousness, espe-
cially as they were sent to two
journalists whose press group has
repeatedly been the target of
physical violence," Reporters
Without Borders said. 

"We urge the police to track
down and arrest those who wrote
these letters."

"It is also vital that the author-

Threats made against Frederica Jansz (above) are similar to those
received by Lasantha Wickrematunga 3 weeks before he was shot

ities order the security forces to
put a stop to their unwarranted
summonses and arrests of jour-
nalists, and to register the com-
plaints submitted by journalists
when they are physically
attacked," carried on the non-gov-
ernmental organisation which
advocates press freedom.

Since President Mahinda
Rajapakse came into power in
2006 at least 14 media workers
have been killed and over 30
media workers have been serious-
ly assaulted in the last 2 years.

The President has ordered an
investigation into the threats, "but
like all the inquiries he has
ordered in the past, nothing will
come of this one too," reported
the paper. 

"Over the past three years,
numerous journalists have been
detained in Sri Lanka while oth-
ers have fled the country," report-
ed Amnesty International. 

"Investigations have not
resulted in prosecutions."

JHU justifies stoning
Christian centre

THE Jathika Hela Urumaya
(JHU) has justified an attack on
the Christian 'Centre for Hope' at
Koswatte, in central Sri Lanka,
resulting in the healing centre
being severely damaged.

JHU Spokesman Nishantha
Sri Warnasinghe told The Sunday
Leader that they had no option but
to protest against the Centre for
converting followers of other
faiths into Christianity.

A violent protest ensued last
Thursday, November 5, with JHU
supporters including parliamen-
tarians protesting and stoning the
Centre decrying an incident over
two female deaths on October 31
at a 'healing service' at the
Viharamahadevi Park.

"If the government, the police

or the authorities concerned do
not want to take action against
such illegal activities, we as the
JHU who pledged to build a
'Buddhist nation' have a right to
raise a voice against the church.
That was why we protested and
urged the government to take nec-
essary action against the pastor
who is responsible for the two
deaths on October 31,"
Warnasinghe claimed. 

The Talangama police are yet
to take action against the perpe-
trators, he said.

"We were there when the pro-
testors came and stoned the
Centre for Hope. They also
warned our Pastor A.J. Joseph
who was not in at the moment
with death threats unless he
stopped the healing programmes.
They accused the pastor of uneth-
ical conversions which is base-
less," Channa who works at the
centre said.

Channa alleged that, JHU
Parliamentarian Ven. Ellawala
Medhananda was a notable pro-
testor who stoned the building
and added that many prominent
JHU members too were among
the crowd.

Meanwhile Pastor Joseph told
The Sunday Leader that he has
nothing to do with the two deaths
but added that they had come to
the Viharamahadevi Park to get
rid of the evil spirits they had
been possessed of.

"I have received a special gift
of the holy spirit and if people do
come to get their illnesses healed
through my prayers, what can I
do? Anybody could say that I am
wrong if I had given any medicine
to the two ladies. Religious intol-
erance by a certain section of
Buddhists over the past few years
is on the rise again and this time it
includes parliamentarian monks,"
Pastor Joseph alleged.

Nirmala Kannangara 
The Sunday Leader

Presidency at fault
claims AHRC
THE Asian Human Rights
Commission (AHRC) criticised
Sri Lanka for becoming a country
of lawlessness and urged for
changes to the executive presi-
dency system, which it claimed
allows security needs to be put
above the rule of law.  

"The essential problem that
the country needs to resolve for
its very survival as a nation is as
to whether it can overcome the
present state of lawlessness in the
country. ... The executive presi-
dential system, as it was intro-
duced in 1978, was to displace all
the legal mechanisms that existed
within the country to ensure a
basic system of the rule of law as
the apparatus of governance in
the country. Such a legal appara-
tus which did exist from the time
of the country's independence
was replaced with a security
apparatus which operates above
the law," the organisation said. 

"Today, this security appara-
tus, which stands above all the
legal institutions, has virtually
displaced the rule of law mecha-
nisms within the country", report-
ed the AHRC. 

"All those who have any kind
of thinking capacity need to
address their minds as to whether
peace, reconciliation or power
sharing makes any sense when
the nation is in a state of lawless-
ness. Can the issue of peace be
separated in Sri Lanka from the
issue of law? If this issue is not
addressed ... it cannot offer a
viable alternative to the present
state of affairs."

"In the previous presidential
elections the government promi-
sed the abolition of the executive
presidency. However, the govern-
ment approaches the next elec-
tions with a view to consolidate
the power of the executive presi-
dent."

"Our concern is that these
most recent threats, like so many
others, and the deaths of 11 jour-
nalists since President Mahinda
Rajapaksa came to power in
2006, will remain unexplained
and those behind them will

remain unprosecuted," said Bob
Dietz of the New York-based
Committee to Protect Journalists. 

"The air of impunity sur-
rounding violence against the
media is having a chilling effect
on journalists."
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15 abducted from
transit camp

Fifteen Internally Displaced
Tamil men were abducted by a
group of unidentified persons
clad in army uniform from the
transit camp located in the com-
plex of Eachchilampathu Sri
Shenpaga Maha Vidiyalayam in
Seruvila division in Trinco-
malee district. The abducted
IDPs are married men between
25-45, according to complaints
filed with the police and the
civil authority by abductees rel-
atives. A group of one hundred
IDPs held in Vavuniyaa intern-
ment camp were brought to
Eachchilampathu Sri Shempaga
Maha Vidiyalayam transit camp.
The IDPs, all former residents
of villages in Moothoor east and
released from Vavuniya camps,
were housed temporarily in Sri
Shenpaga Maha Vidiyalayam to
be resettled in their villages after
screening by security forces to
find out whether they were
involved in terrorist activity.
The abductions occurred while
the refugees were awaiting
resettlement.

54 PTA, ER arrestees
remanded

Colombo Chief Magistrate
Nishantha Hapuarachchi order-
ed remand till November 12 for
forty-five suspects, majority of
them Tamils, arrested by the
Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment (CID) under the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and
Emergency Regulations for
allegedly being involved in ter-
rorist activities in the hill coun-
try in the central province. They
were produced in court after
being interrogated by the CID
held under the detention order of
the Defence Ministry. Some of
the suspects are Muslims and
Sinhalese. CID officers told
court that they arrested the sus-
pects on receipt of information
that they had under gone train-
ing under Liberation Tigers in
Mullaiththeevu and had been
told to work for them. The sus-
pects had even provided shelter
and other facilities in the hill
country to Liberation Tigers,
they said. CID said they had
recorded confessions made by
the suspects detailing their
involvement in terrorist activi-
ties and moved court to remand
the suspects until the conclusion
of the investigations.

Colombo household
checking again

The new Inspector General
of Police, Mahinda Balasooriya,
on his assumption of duty has
reimposed checking of house
holds of Tamil residents in
Colombo. As in the LTTE war
period, police personnel have
been instructed to question any

visitor lodged in a residence not
registered with the respective
police station in the area and to
take any person living in a
household unregistered into
police custody. Meanwhile,
police personnel attached to sta-
tions in Colombo complain that
they have to perform duties of
civic police after fulfilling their
normal 12-hour duty. The
renewed rounds of checking
have drained police personnel
attached to other branches due
to renewed checking of house-
holds after the new IGP
assumed office. According to
police sources there are 10-
member units of civic police in a
police station and these person-
nel function under an officer
who is in charge of a given
street. The civic police functions
under a DIG.

35,000 students 
still interned 

Thirty-five thousand stu-
dents displaced from Vanni in
the last leg of war are still being
detained in internment camps in
Vavuniyaa. The number of IDP
students in these internment
camps earlier was about 65,000.
The number had dropped to
35,000 following current reset-
tlement, education authority
sources claim. UNESCO has
provided 50,000 US dollars for
the maintenance of these IDP
students. Part of UNESCO
funds would be used to improve
mental health related facilities
of the students and for this pur-
pose multimedia projectors for
short films, computer games,
music, drawing materials and
books worth about Rs.3.5 mil-
lion were handed over to the
education authorities.

No shelter for 
displaced in Jaffna

The Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) taken to Jaffna
district from the military intern-
ment camps in Vavuniya are suf-
fering in pouring rain without
sufficient shelter for them.
Divisional Secretaries (DSs) of
Jaffna district find hard to meet
their immediate needs for want
of funds. The ten government
ministers recently appointed by
the President of Sri Lanka for
Divisional Secretary areas in
Jaffna to function as resettle-
ment coordinators have failed to
return to Jaffna after their first
visit. Jaffna district DSs are at a
quandary to take decisions with-
out the approval of the respec-
tive ministers and due to lack of
funds to spend on the immediate
needs of the IDPs. 3,964 per-
sons of 1,242 families were
brought to Jaffna recently. They
have nothing but tarpaulins to
stay in and sufficient arrange-
ments have not been made to
meet their immediate needs as

rain pours down in Jaffna dis-
trict.

R2P reduced to
‘noble rhetoric’

During an invited lecture at
the School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS) of Lon-
don University, Noam Chom-
sky, one of the world's well
known intellectual and profes-
sor emeritus of linguistics at
MIT, said on Sri Lanka, that
although there's "a lot of noble
rhetoric about Responsibility to
Protect (R2P), there is no partic-
ular Western advantage in pro-
tecting people who are being
slaughtered, and are being thro-
wn into concentration camps.
Somehow these didn't make it in
the noble rhetoric," and added
Sri Lanka was a "horror story,
especially towards the end."
Chomsky added that in the way
West acts, "there is no protec-
tion for any people who it does-
n't do any good [to the West] to
protect, and basically Sri Lanka-
ns [Tamils] are in that unfortu-
nate position." On China's enga-
gement with Sri Lanka, Choms-
ky said, "they [China] don't gain
anything by supporting the
Tamil refugees in concentration
camps, so why should they do it
[help]? Infact, most of the South
supported the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment. That's who they are,"
Chomsky said. On R2P, Choms-
ky referred to a discussion he
had in the UN General Assem-
bly, and said the "hypocrisy was
so profound, it was suffocating."

New camps, sentry
posts in Jaffna

Fear and suspicion have
risen among the residents of
Jaffna peninsula as Sri Lanka
Army in Jaffna is actively
engaged in hastily setting up
minicamps and sentry posts
manned by small groups of sol-
diers in the interior parts of
Jaffna peninsula. Though SLA
has announced that it is remov-
ing its sentry posts near the
schools in Jaffna town, they are
not being removed but relocated
in the interior areas, while
Gnanam Hotel and Subhas
Hotel in the heart of the town
continue to be occupied and the
military refuses to open Clock
Tower Road, Power House
Road and Victoria Road in the
town for public use. The mili-
tary is concentrating on areas in
which the Internally Displaced
Persons taken to Jaffna are
located in setting up minicamps
and sentry posts manned by
small groups of soldiers, creat-
ing fear and suspicion among
the residents of the interior
places in Jaffna. The Army is
also strengthening the security
measures in front of its High
Security Zones in the peninsula. 
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Fonseka flees ...

must in these areas, this virus,
there are still 1000’s of terrorists
in IDP camps. We must identify
these terrorist and destroy them.
We must take them into custody
and then resettle them. We must
provide security in strength to
these areas. I will only be happy
that we finished the war we ended
when I see this.”

The US government had ini-
tially invited Fonseka to attend an
event to farewell Commander
Admiral Timothy J. Keating dur-
ing his visit. But this invitation
was withdrawn once the US State
Department filed its report into
the concluding days of the war in
Sri Lanka, which reported numer-
ous allegations that might amount
to war crimes. 

"[T]he US action to request

continued from p5

continued from p3

meeting does not augur well for
Mr Fonseka's legal future in the
US,” a representative for Tamils
Against Genocide (TAG) told
TamilNet. 

“Private plaintiffs are ready to
file law-suits against Mr Fonseka
under existing US tort statutes, if
his sovereign immunity is found
to be non-enforcable. When the
General relinquishes his military
office in Sri Lanka, he will shed
the sovereign immunity, and will
expose himself to legal action in
the US," the TAG representative
said.

TAG is a US based pressure
group that filed a model indict-
ment with the Justice Department
against Fonseka and Gotabhaya
Rajapakse, and is continuing to
collect evidence, including
Satellite evidence, for war crimes
against Sri Lanka. 

Responds to EU ...

Myanmar leader to
visit Sri Lanka

this independent committee
report," he said.

Separately, Rajiva Wijesinha,
secretary of the Sri Lankan disas-
ter management and human rights
ministry, told Al Jazeera his coun-
try had responded to some of the
"specifics" raised by the EU.

He said Sri Lanka "refused to
submit to what is called a general
investigation. But any specific
thing we have said we will look at
and this we are doing".

However, Wijesinha also
accused the EU of being dishon-
est in its dealings with Sri Lanka.
"I think we have a situation where
the EU is under a lot of pressure.
We know that there are diaspora
pressures; it's just that they are so
dishonest about it," he said.

"The Americans, for instance,
were much more honest in telling
us that there was a report on cer-
tain things that was mandated by

congress. I wish there was more
honesty about these things."

Sri Lanka is one of 16 coun-
tries with GSP status.

In 2008, the European Union
was Sri Lanka's largest export
market, accounting for 36 percent
of all exports, followed by the
United States with 24 percent.

Suspending the tariffs would
mean EU buyers would have to
pay more for Sri Lankan exports. 

Globally recognised brands
like Marks & Spencer, Tesco and
Next could take their business
elsewhere, such as China, India
and Vietnam.

The move would hit Sri
Lanka's textile industry hard and
thousands of job cuts as a result.

Garments netted the country a
record $3.47 billion from EU
markets last year, and were its top
source of foreign exchange, fol-
lowed by remittances of $3 bil-
lion and tea exports of $1.2 bil-
lion.

THE shadowy and reclusive ruler
of the military junta in Myanmar
general Than Shwe is beginning a
three-day visit to Sri Lanka from
Thursday. Than Shwe, accompa-
nied by his wife, Daw Kyaing
Kyaing, is likely to meet
President Mahinda Rajapaksa in
Kandy in central Sri Lanka,
where he would be flown after
landing in Colombo.

According to a foreign min-
istry spokesperson, a head of state
from Myanmar is visiting Sri
Lanka after 46 years. The foreign
ministry added that Rajapaksa
had extended an invitation to

Than Shwe during his recent visit
to Myanmar. "The whole gamut
of religious, economic and trade
relations between the two coun-
tries would be discussed during
the visit," the spokesperson said.

The statement added that dur-
ing the visit, a memorandum of
understanding was expected to be
signed by the Temple of the Sac-
red Tooth Relic and Shwedagon
Temple of Myanmar. Rajapaksa
made a state visit to Myanmar at
Than Shwe’s invitation in June to
commemorate the 60th anniver-
sary of diplomatic relations
between the two countries.
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