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A peace deal with Balasingham would have
been possible, It will be a challenge for the
Tigers to replace him. In the meantime, it is bad
news for the peace process.
Norwegian diplomat who declined to
be named

Balasingham had an institutional memory.
He was someone who was amenable to
negotiations and was willing to show flexibility.
To find a political figure like him would be a
serious challenge to the Tigers. His death is a
setback to the peace process.”

Sunanda Deshapriya, Director, Centre

for Policy Alternatives.

He may have been responsible for restraining
the Tigers to some extent, With his death, there
could be more fireworks from the Tigers.

Namal Perera, Defence analyst

They were so close that it was Mr. Balasingham
who justified the crimes and the wrong-doings
of Prabhakaran, But, he was unable or unwilling
to persuade Prabhakaran to go for a settlement.
Dharmalingam Sithadthan, Leader, PLOT

Balasingham was the only person in the
organisation who addressed the leader as an
equal. Prabhakaran respected him as a teacher
or an elder. There is no one else who has got
such influence over the leader any more.

DBS Jeyaraj, Senior Tamil journalist

Many commentators believe Balasingham

was the moderating force - always on the
search for a political solution. He is known

for his relentless attempts to bring the Tigers
to the international negotiating arena. It was
mainly due to his perseverance that the

Tigers acquired a reputation as a progressive
organisation among certain liberals in the west.

His departure will be a blow not only to the
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Tamil Tigers but also to many in the south of
the country. He provided a thread of hope for a
peaceful resolution to the seemingly intractable
and escalating conflict of Sri Lanka.
Priyath Liyanage, Editor,
BBC Sinhala Service

Balasingham was a veteran of most negotiations
between the LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam) and government of Sri Lanka, so he
brought wide experience and expertise to the
negotiating table. So, yes, it's probably the case
that Balasingham’s demise is going to be a gap
in the LTTE’s ability with ... negotiations.
Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu, Centre for
Policy Alternatives

The death of Balasingham is a loss of another
leader in the Tamil national struggle and who
contributed to the peace process.

Tamil Information Centre

To those who kept in touch with him until

his very last, he came out as a man who
passionately believed — like so many Sri
Lankan Tamils — that no solution to the
dragging conflict in the island would be possible
without India’s approval. By making comments
many saw as a half-hearted apology for the
killing of Rajiv Gandhi, the former prime minister
whose hands he warmly shook for the last time
in 1987.

For years, as Tamil militancy galloped, sections
of the Indian establishment viewed Balasingham
with deep suspicion. Balasingham’s shadow
was so heavy that India deported him along with
two other Sri Lankan Tamils in 1985, triggering
protests in Tamil Nadu. When Prabhakaran

- later met then prime minister Rajiv Gandhi, he

pleaded for Balasingham.“l do all the thinking
and planning in the LTTE,” Prabhakaran insisted.
“As | am bad in English, Balasingham articulates
my views. He only articulates. He does not
influence me.” Prabhakaran’s frankness and
Gandhi’s role helped Balasingham to return to
India.
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Tamil Short Film Festival VIMBAM A

Best Film - India
MARAIPORUL
Mr Pon Sudha (India)

Best Film - Exile
MANASU
(Canada)

Best Director
Mr P S Suthakaran
(Manasu - Canada)
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Best Editor
Mr S V Jeyaraj

Best Cameraman
MANASU

Best Script
Mr S Shanmugam
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Best Actress
Ms Yasotha Kandiah
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Best Actor
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The International Organization for Migration manages migration in a number
of ways. In the UK, IOM helps unsuccessful asylum seeckers and irregular
migrants return to their home countries by coordinating all their travel
arrangements including paying for their flight tickets. Asylum seekers are
also eligible for extra ssistance in their countries of origin. To find out if
you qualify for IOM’s assistance, call 0800 783 2332. London office: 020
7233 0001. Liverpool office: 0151 225 0142. Glasgow office: 0141 548 8116
2 \

IOM International Orgnization for Migration
0800 783 2332 - www.iomlondon.org - . This programme is co-funded

by the European Refugee Fund
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