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CBS News (26 Mar, 2007)
Rebels Launch Airstrike In Sri
Lanka:

Tamil Rebels Launch 1st-Ever Airstrike In
Sri Lanka; 3 Dead, 16 Wounded.

The Associated Press (26 Mar, 2007)

The two attack aircraft returned safely after
bombing the Sri Lankan air force base.
The first major aerial attack by the Tigers.
Other Sri Lanka military installations will
also be targets of our future attacks. _
Rebel spokesman Rasiah Ilanthirayan
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. Bloomberg.com (27 Mar, 2007)

Sri Lanka Says Rebel Air Unit

Threatens India, Region:

The LTTE is giving us the feeling that
they are going for all out terror attacks and
suicide missions to send the security forces
off balance. _Upali Rajapakse, a military
spokesman

Voice of America (26 Mar, 2007)

Sri Lanka: Tamil Tigers Launch
First Ever Air Strike:

There was loss of life, yet relatively little
damage to the base. But security will

be reviewed in light of this new means
of rebel attack. Defense spokesman,
Brigadier Prasad Samarasinghe

" We have been given the impression that

militarily the LTTE is on the defensive

... Psychologically this will of course
have an impact on that. In substantive
terms however, I do not think they have
succeeded in doing a great deal of damage
... I am not quite sure if this kind of air
strike is something that can be replicated.
_ Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu, Head of
Colombo’s Center for Policy Alternatives

TIME (26 Mar, 2007)

Sri Lanka Rebels Launch 1st
Airstrike:

Tamil rebels launched their first airstrike
in the nearly quarter-decade conflict with
Sri Lanka’s government, using at least one
small plane to bomb an air base outside the
capital Monday and killing three airmen. _
Officials

There has been no major damage to our
aircraft or the installation. _ Ajantha Silva
Air force spokesman Group Capt.

TAMIL TIGERS' BOMBER AIRCRAFY

Type: ZLIN-143

Manufactures: N n Aeroplanes

Approx. take off dmmw 640 maires

BBC (26 March 2007)

Sri Lankan rebels launch air raid:
No terrorist group in this part of the world
has any air capability. This is a clear
threat to the security of the whole region.
_Jeyaraj Fernandopulle, government
minister
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International Herald Tribune (25 Mar, 2007)
Tamil rebels launch first-ever

airstrike in Sri Lanka:

First came the Black Tiger suicide
bombers, then the Sea Tiger navy
gunboats. Now, Sri Lanka’s Tamil Tiger
rebels have a new unit — the Air Tigers.

If someone can come in an aircraft
and attack a place like the air force
base definitely they can hit anywhere
in Sri Lanka. The country’s security is
not in good shape. _ Lalantha Rasika,
businessman in Colombo

Today in Asia - Pacific (26 Mar, 2007)
Monday’s attack adds a new dimension to
the two-decade separatist war. So far the
Tigers have fought only in the sea and land
but the very fact that they have used their
air capabilities, however limited they may
be, has enhanced the threat factor which
the security forces need to be mindful of. _
Igbal Athas, Janes Defense Weekly

Times of India (26 Mar, 2007)

India concerned over Lankan
airbase attack:

It is a very, very serious development. In
fact the distance to Tamil Nadu would be
shorter. _ a security official (said on the
condition of anonymity)

HindustanTimes.com (26 Mar, 200

Sri Lanka rebels bomb air base in
first air raid: ‘

The LTTE is the second militant or terror
group to launch an air attack. The Al
Qaida did it for the first time on 9/11/2001.
However, the LTTE is the first militant
group to launch an air strike on a military
target and also to get away with it.
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