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Madhu Sikand & Kenga Nada
CGA

Tel: 416.997.3114, 647.400.3973

Fax:416.614.3059
59 The Westway, Etobicoke, ON M9C 2B4
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Dr. Irv Vijayanathan

3150 Eglinton Ave. E
Markham & Eglinton

416.264.3232
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Earn your diploma in less than
one year!

Med

* Pharmacy Technician
* Intra Oral Dental Asst.
* Medical & General Lab Asst.

TORONTO
416.630.8021

700 Lawrence Ave.

» Medical Office Asst.
* Personal Support Worker
+ Social Service Worker

SCARBOROUGH
416.701.1201

2130 Lawrence Ave.E

www.medixschool.ca

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



ordl 23, 2007

1280 Finch Ave West, Suite 411
(Head office)
North York, ON M3J 3K6
Tamil 416-650-5400 . Eng 416-650-5201

4433 Sheppard Ave, Suite 201
Scarborough, ON M1S 1S3

(By appointment only)
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We Repair Major Household Appliances

We Supply: Fridges, Washer & Dryer, Stoves, Dishwasher
Much More......

GRAND OPENING SALE..
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For All Youe Needs
Call Shiva or Visit
1345 Morningside Ave, Unit 5
Scarborough
Ph: 416.627.6194 or
416.282.9235
www.kjnappliances.com
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Canadian Diploma Courses
in Sri Lanka

STUDY IN INDIA

Admissions for the Academic Year 2006 - 2007

Programs

NCNE
(NetCom Certified Network Engineering)
EL+, A+, N+, MCSE (7 modules), CCNA.

We do student placements for the most leading colleges with best

NCSE
(NetCom Certified Software Engineering)
C++, VB 6.0, Java, SQL, .NET, XML, etc.

Diploma in Hardware & Networking
(Syllabus of A+ and N+)

MCSE 7 Modules.

CCNA

Duration Fee infrastructure andfacilities in Bangalore. These colleges are well known for
(Months) (US $) the "CampusInterviews"by the mostleading Companiesin India.
Medical - MBBS, BDS.
12 800 Paramedical - BPT, BPharma, BMLT, Etc.
Engineering - BE (Electronics and Communication,
Electrical and Electronics, Computer
12 600 Science, Mechanical, Civil, etc.)
Prof. Degrees -BCA (Computer Applications),
4 120 BBM (Business Mgt.), BHM (Hotel Mgt.),
LLB (3 Years / 5 Years).
5 80 General Degrees - BSc (Microbiology / Genetics/ Biotech./
(Per Module) Biochemistry / Botany, / Computer Sci. / Electronics, Fashion and
3 250 Apparel Des.lgn Ifetc.) .
BCom (Finanfial Mgt. / Computer Sci.)

100% Hands on Training -Experienced Instructors

BA (Psychology / Journalism/ English Lit. / History /
Economics / Political Sci. )

Ll T

NetCom

¢ Students assistancein Bangalore
»# Representativein Bangalore tolook after our student's welfare

» Privateaccommodation can be arranged onrequest.

1200, Markham Road, Suite # 525 ,0N, M1H 3C3, Canada

Sri _anka Branch
#23, 42nd Lane,Wellawatha, Colombo - 06.

Banister Career Architects

=

#23, 42nd Lane, Colombo - 06.

[ 4
|

Tel: 011-236 2268 Mob: 077-315 8056 .} B.C.A Tel: 011-236 2268 Mob: 077-315 8056.
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Disturbing statement by
Government Minister prompts
urgent call for clarification

We strongly condemn the statement
Champika Ranawaka, Minister for
Environment and Natural Resources,
advocating the brutal suppression of dem-
ocratic dissent, even through extra-judicial
ways and means.

The Minister, in a statement made to
the Ravaya newspaper on the 18th
January 2007 stated (translation from
Sinhala maintains the invective of the orig-
inal):

“People will die, What can we do about
it. Are you asking us the leave those alive?
those bastads are traitors.

We can't do any thing because of wild
donkey freedom in this country, if those
can't be dealt with existing laws we know
how to do it. If we can't suppress those
bastards with the law we need to use any
other ways and means, Yes”.

The Minister goes on to express his
support for a recent poster campaign by
the extremist National Movement Against
Terrorism (NMAT) - known as a close polit-
ical ally of the Jathika Hela Urumaya
(JHU) to which the Minister belongs - call-
ing for the elimination of those the JHU
and NMAT perceive to be aiding and abet-
ting the cause of the LTTE, including all
pro-peace civil society activists and media
activists.

We note that Champika Ranawana
has himself as well through his political
party named dozens of prominent human
rights and media rights activists, journal-
ists and civil society leaders as terrorists
on many occasions in the past.

The JHU supports all out war as the
the most effective way to defeat the
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Hmnndr..leghﬁun

Leslie/Finch

$649,900

Neilson/Mclevin

A {1 ANUN AR

ROYAL LEPAGE
I— 11111

Connect Realty, Brokerage

IMDBEFENDERTLY O REDE AND QIPERATED

Bathurst/ King Rosebank /Sheppard
- d Badroo=4, 5 Washracm 4 Badrooms,. 4 Woshroomss - & Badisami, 4 Weikreami
- Fakulews E Crribcarm Builil BRAMD REW HOME -G Speci S
- Firdihad Bamd With 2nd Leundry Approw 2P0 Sq ., Ceer SOK Buili Hasa itk 3 Zap. Unk o
Racs In Upgrodes Live In Oee Ancd Raml The Obar
- Cloan Ta Al Aresilins Incleding  + Mew Sapenridge Home In 2 Units. Sep.Eni ba &ll 3
Sckaals Maodead's Londing Drivewany Porks B Cors

£699,000

=
o

Bovaird /Grear Lakes
+ 4 bedrooms, 4 Washrooms

- 447 Badroams, J Wetkicom .2 Bl

5, & Wagh

Keeale/Finch

352 Bedrooms - 1 Woahicoms
D You Weaed To lwasiig. Thes
This Is Tre Cma. York University
Cloge By, Tic, Pork. Dotarchad
Haouss With Fisishad Bosemant
‘With Seperate Entrance

$539,000

Miore Ta Lisl

Markham/MajorMack
A Badrooms, 4 Wenkecaom

Juat Chver Qing Yaor Oid

Dowhle Door Entrancs
Enfronca To Goroge And Muck

5569,900

EXCLUSIVE LISTING
Yonge/Finch

- 3 Badroams, 3 Wedkreama

- Bane Maw Ly Cande

- Many Upgrades and Recrealian
< & mhin Walk e Subway

£259,900

Tere Family Home, Renowohed
Top To BDo®om, Grondle Fir &
#orble Coumeriop In Mon
Bartrm, Custom Light In
KkEchan,

$3956,000

- buxury Conda, 'With & Milice
Bodiar Bec Focilty and Gate
Sacurdy, Sepa Ta Tie, Mall,
Echeals. Librory Park, Comm
Cantre eed Muadical Building

£1232.900

Approx. P00 Sglt, e e
Detoched House In Qlule
Mesghboyrhood: Close To Al
Auomanitips, Fulure Hoepitol &
Bep Cantrn, Hwy 410,
£369,900

« Elugantly Decaraied
- Crear 45K In Upgrodes
« By Acenss To Commudar

Roubes
$369,900

Dicibizad Lo Nlaoolale oo oy tadlatio o

Morthgote/Rouvghley Kipling/Stealas Meccowan,/Bur Cak
&+ Budroam, 4 Woahrooma - 2 Bpdrogms, 2 Warhraom: = 2+1 Bedrooms - 3 Washrocms
dandarful Nii#nurhﬁ-ﬂd ~Ong O The Ll'.'ll"gtll Unii - Meear Lived In, Brond kes

Gorgeous, Apperox 1300 54 FI
Large Sclarim, Close To
Lcheal, Community Canire,
Stapping & Sutreay
5149.900

Girsan Fork Fresheld
= 'Wolk T Al Ampnites, Madical,
Gien, Shepping Plaza,
5329,900

YU UU VY TVNOUUTATTATNTT T UUTTUCALTIVTT.
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mAuled BTeLBMET RUohS FTLIQEN6VL
auedWwimed SIHMls Qe TeTigHoHEIMTeT.

SLGLD QFTeLdln ‘emuweiar ensHel
@sveors o Lbar 165 alWpbhs &HWLHMS
SIMPL  LeVTE @mied HLligd  Osmer
Hoagl. sewienl Qeugsemen sumulest eLpeuLD
SOl uewid  FourHes  Geuestigul
STHGAILLD SIS gOUGEDSH. FHT
e o fuled  eusii(penmsafelhbHEH Bl
Yy semeysened GQuiflweuiset cpp@&GEmTy
&6i1.  SIOWHEETHET  HHTHTWSTHENTS
SUUL6T60MEVQWIBTDTEVID, FHT(IPLET LI
L0 uGwluTsl SLMIG SHHEDeUTHETTS
BHBEMTTH6NT.

FMD  demev 2 dLUBEDH. R
mUWesT SHaelld QbhHd Sesieni Geulg-
semen  elPm 2 mLbP FHTD anGervefest
femeoulelphs mEdemwl  uTmId  eaumH
OIS, MBHET @e06oTH oUW GFmed
Homet, “275 BILSEHSHGL NeGianmed B
mevenld  LomMIL”.  SHewienl  GeuguieTed
sae(pmm ‘FTLgmeL’, OwféEs FTam)
uSHeTy, (WPHTMDE &LbHH CUTeumHH
aTewF  FHEHBTHME  GUTE (PBSHMBH
HpUis QsmeTdmment.

GIHed Ghmsseilar oeusod G-
Libg OCsresiCL @msdng. mymsd L
APBMTSH0  GiHed  @emdBeu)  Feo
WwasHW ugalseaied SHBHTOID NHBT]Y
LOOMOUTHNMTHHHTE  B(HHB(HSHBMTTH6T.
BILHOEITHENTUI DIBF (PSTIDSHeM B[
&5  GouamiguigIonEmgl.  HIHSEWTHeN
FITSEWTHEHHE0HHTTET Deujmeier Gui-
grlLp QFTLFHmE!.

gEsMg  CFThg Hosde BmH
eyl i’ (B, FyTet FITdH HihbBE Hedlwim
opFSeflwur  etenrdg Aol Gumul  eumpd
MmEBMW  UTDHG  OTeTig kL6 &6t
&JdHed dH6T.

Famd  amBeveds@ eHITH, Q-
Guefl, AyTHEAW GHTHISBEHEEG 2 Gaiul
mSEDTy. CaT@oeld@ 6HITs, FHTD
amGevest, FITOIW GHFHIHHEHHESG 2 Gl
Wmpasdory. smpsdu  ogms  aHiss
@JHed  Gumpmedl  @FFeresG  HAflwim
BLwefllgg o el QFuIsTEID  Netenmed
FHHH, @BeByev, Afwr qeaim GFybhal
OasmewiLBurgl, q&Feomer,  Hflwmeneu
LB  OeuaflCwopiin’Lry. oQwfsasT,
RFFOTHNST QUISSHMBH HmL OFUIg
UWEISTOITS  e1aiDl (PSS &SF  1oF
ISl HHSH. @FFevTenat  ail[H
Hmev  CFuILBsuemi(HLD  6TAIM (G TEM6V
apllweufseiled  (WhBwiomereuy QFem
i @evsdwsFHnasTer  Gmrusd Ul
mgll Qupm Gamgmedl &GILy. GJdled
waiseflal  FHJouens  SiEDILIGUEIS 6T
SQUILMLUTD  Sieuj  @Jewi(h  [BTLSMEI
HEW6T 2 (HEUTHBUNHBSMTT.

Gamgreol. WeiLj @GOG  GFHlerd
wéHeMeT  SiiusukIGaT UL &Tl(H

Aozl eteeomd.  Sjeufsenen  LyFenest
&@EDHLD, eUTDOIWIGYID  LDTMHTLOED Fyemeu
BrradlF QFevevmoed - @ 6euensuled

S0wflésTmelll UTISHS GFeuTad Qsme
@h BTVHLLSHNG6T Hemeflal il Ul (B
ol Leng BUIULEIG6T ST HERDT. i
wrenw  aaiumSud,  NOwflbaTalle
GauL(pd 275 BILBEHHEG  Llevtenmed
Blemevemio OTEILD 6181 SLBLLD  OFTev-
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Homosexuality
In South Asia

We hear it and we see it, but we would
never do it. Homosexuality is something
Tamils do not readily acknowledge. It is
not common in our community, due to
either the lack of existing homosexuals or
the fear of coming out. One of the first bla-
tant exposures of homosexuality in South
Asian media was in the movie Fire by
Deepa Mehta in 1996. Mehta had taken
an enormous risk directing such a politi-
cally incorrect movie in a conservative
country like India. Unlike other South

-Thusha Tharmalingam-

Asian films, Fire did not only make under-
lying references to homosexuality, it also
incorporated explicit lesbian scenes

growing up in Conservative Sri Lanka.
Because of the strict culture, many gay
Tamils are reluctant to come out and
instead live in suppression and anxiety at
not being able to openly celebrate their
sexual preference. They live a dictated life
of misery and unhappiness just to spare
their parents from the disgrace it will bring
should they come out.

When it comes to homosexuality,
many conservative cultures are still in
denial. In the penal code of Sri Lanka,
homosexuality is cited as an illegal act
and committers of this ‘crime’ can be jailed
for up to 12 years (which is probably more
than the sentence for actual crimes like
rape). However, it is only fair to acknowl-
edge the efforts countries like India and

The Tamil culture is no superior to the rest and
it is very possible for Tamils to be affected
by homosexuality.

between Sita (Nandita Das) and Radha
(Shabana Azmi). As the movie was
released more than 10 years ago, and
was something other than a love story
between a man and a woman who run
around trees, the movie really did create a
fire in the community, as the title suggests.
To most conservative South Asians, Fire
burnt down the morals and principles of
the rigid Asian culture.

The Tamil culture is no superior to the
rest and it is very possible for Tamils to be
affected by homosexuality. Many Tamils
show resentment and anger towards the
brave individuals in the culture who have
come out and revealed their homosexual-
ity. Shyam Selvadurai, author and York
University alumni, must have suffered
years of social abuse and humiliation in
the Tamil community after publishing the
book Funny Boy, a story about a gay boy

Sri Lanka have made over the last sever-
al years in respecting lesbians and gay
men. Sri Lanka took a huge step towards
liberation with their first Gay pride event in
2005, in which over 300 Sri Lankans par-
ticipated. India has several support groups
and help lines for homosexuals who would
like to speak to individuals who under-
stand what they are going through.
Neither of this would have been even
remotely possible many years ago.
Controversial movies such as Fire and
books such as Funny Boy are hot selling
and astonishingly quite popular regardless
of the barriers it broke down.

South Asia seems to be moving in the
direction of acceptance and tolerance of
homosexuality. However, how long it will
be before Tamil gay marriages are accept-
ed in Tamil churches is something to pon-
der! .

From P11 -Disturbing...

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
and oppose any negotiated political settle-
ment or peace process based on
power-sharing.

The statement by Champika Ran
awana violates basic and inviolable
principles of public office and grossly
irresponsible for a member of parlia-
ment. Mr Ranawana effectively denoun
ces democracy, condones extra-judicial
action by the State and seeks to quell
the growth of democratic dissent. To
advocate the outright silencing of ideo-
logical opponents is to essentially advo-
cate a fascist regime, with no respect
for human rights.

We also wish to register our strong
disquiet that Champika Rananwana is
known to be a close associate and advi-
sor to the President. Accordingly, we

wish urgent clarification from the
Government on its position regarding
the Minister’s statement. If it is found to
be incongruent with the Government’s
avowed commitment to democracy and
human rights, it is incumbent upon the
Minister to fully and urgently retract his
statement and offer a public apology for
what is tantamount to hate speech by a

member of parliament. ) )
We request all local and internation-

al rights and media organisations, as
well as the democratic forces within the
Government, to be vigilant in a context
of heightened threats towards human
rights and media freedom activists. We
also urge all democratic political and
civil forces to make their voice heard
against this dangerous erosion of
democracy

ffm@diamond.lanka.net,

DigitZ8d Hy-Motieh
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“My father always told me that you
should not dream, but | dream, | dream a
lot, because you need to dream to
achieve.” Sounds familiar....than you
must have watched Guru. Guru starring
Abhishek Bachchan, Aishwarya Rai, R.
Madhavan, Vidya Balan and Mithun
Chakraborty is about a man going from
rags to riches. It came to hit Toronto with
it's world premiere, with people lining up
to get a glimpse of the stars among all
the flashes from the photographers and
all the camera’s from vari-
ous media groups. The next
day almost every media in
town seemed to have saved
time for the much awaited
Guru. Why all this excite-
ment....wouldn’t all this

media coverage

and excitement

Unbreakable Formula

pened to also watch the movie MANN
and some movies taken in Canada ...and
watching Take This Road would sure
point out their mistakes. Has anyone
while watching MANN noticed that the
Tamil sounded odd. It sure didn’t sound
like the Tamil we speak....it was some-
where between Sri Lankan Tamil and
Indian Tamil. They seemed to have the
same Indian cinema formula....couple
dreamy songs and a story to back that
up. There didn’t seem to be as much cre-
ativity or rather neatness.
But Take this Road was
truly different...you feel a
connection, each charac-
ter was connected in a cer-
tain way and each charac-
ter was developed. A nice
gift packed in a faded
brown paper | should

drive you to the
theatre.

KANNI

kanni@vaikarai.com

say... it's not the brown
paper that matters rather
the nice gift. One thing |

what happened.
One cold day after hours of work
and hassle, we managed to get
to the theatre to watch guru,
said to be one of Maniratnam’s
best. The hope and expecta-
iitle ane | HOn | walked in didn’t man-
age to survive after the long
;show in the suffocating tunnel
like theatre. It seemed like | was
watching lruvar all over again. |
mean sure, the story was differ-
ent, but the camera angles and
frames, make-up, costume, even
the body language of the actors
seemed to imitate that of Iruvar.
In the second half of the movie
Aishwarya Rai seemed to be the twin
sister of Gautami in Iruvar. Abhieshek
Bachchan’s dialogue deliverance and his
charismatic looks seemed to imitate the
acting kings Prakash Raj and Mohanlal.
For a second | was actually angry at
Maniratnam. Casting some of the top
performers in the Indian film industry,
Maniratnam seems to have failed his
own magic. With all the hype there
should have been something, but |
walked out with a feeling of having seen

\ That’s exactly

Serint Diq

happen to not understand
is why we, living in Canada
and in well developed European coun-
tries having so much more access to
technologies and resources we are
unable make good films. Is it because we
replicate the Indian Cinema?

India Cinema live our food, functions and
various things has been one way of con-
necting to our culture.....for some even
learning Tamil. Never the less, it has
surely impacted us. But than how good is
Tamil cinema, how much has it actually
grown to hold its own place in the inter-
national film industry apart from making
some 151 odd movies per year. | mean
how much variety do we get. It's the
same old, hero centric movies. The hero
is some guy trying to purify the society or
romancing of somewhere, the heroine for
some romantic scenes and obviously the
songs where they don't just get to show
people they could dance but also how
beautiful they force themselves to be,
four fights to built the hero’s heroic char-
acter even further, around five songs
depending on how many songs hero and
heroine want for themselves, some sen-
timent to just truly touch us and last but

It's like we blow up something that has no value, as
things that have so much value lies right beside us.

nothing new. It's like we blow up some-
thing that has no value, as things that
have so much value lies right beside us.

That's exactly what happened to me. The
other day | happened to walk into one of
the numerous video stories in Toronto,
and at a corner of the stacked up DVD’s
sat a Sri Lankan made movie Take This
Road (A9 HIGHWAY)...l was surprised
to find it sitting there. | mean | haven't
ever heard about the movie, or even read
about it. Just the thought of it being made
in Sri Lanka dragged me to buy the DVD.
As my family sat in front of the television
set, it seemed like we were all on the
same page....It was probably one of the

not least the comedy roll that seems to
take on it’s own toll. And that’s two and a
half hours put into few lines. But truly
that's what Tamil cinema consists off.
Lately we have seen some divergences
with new and young directors coming
into the picture but they still have a long
way to go in breaking their barriers...like
how many directors are ready to make
movies without five songs or a few fights.
Why hasn’t Tamil cinema set its own
path? Look at Malayala cinema, they are
right next door but are doing much better
in identifying their own style, their movies
seem to take a more realistic stage. Why
can’t this be done in Tamil? Is it because

See P22

Esrt“rprg'\’/jgs,ritl_‘y‘vatched recently. | hap-
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Diabetes

Diabetes is a condition associated with
high blood sugar levels, which is resulted
from a defect in the hormone known as
insulin. In a normal situation blood glu-
cose levels are controlled by insulin, a hor-
mone produced by the pancreas. In
essence, insulin lowers the blood glucose
level. For example, after eating food the
flood glucose level increases and in turn,
insulin is released to balance the glucose
level. Therefore in patients who have dia-
betes, the absence or poor production of
insulin causes a condition called hyper-
glycemia, where the glucose is not nor-
malized and as a result there is a high
blood sugar level.

Abira Karunananthan

If diabetes is not treated well and prop-
erly, over time this can lead to blindness,
kidney failure, and nerve damage. These
types of conditions are the result of dam-
age to small vessels. Diabetes is also an
important factor in increasing the harden-
ing and narrowing of the arteries, leading
to strokes, coronary heart disease and
other large blood vessel diseases. A new
study has shown that 4 out of 5 people
with diabetes die of coronary heart dis-
ease.

When there is very poor production of
insulin, or production of defective insulin,
or when cells are unable to use the insulin
properly this leads in effect to diabetes.
Glucose is an essential protein that pro-
vides energy for the proper functioning of
the body cells. However, when glucose is
absorbed into the bloodstream glucose
can’t enter the cells without insulin to help
transportation into the cells. Without
insulin the cells become starved of energy
even though an abundant amount of glu-
cose is found in the bloodstream. This is
essentially what causes diabetes in many
people.

There are 2 major types of diabetes,
called type 1 and type 2. Type 1 diabetes
was also called insulin dependent dia-
betes or juvenile onset diabetes. Type 1
diabetes is usually diagnosed in children
and young adults. In this condition, the
body does not produce insulin at all. Thus
the patient with type1 diabetes must rely
on insulin medication for survival. Type 2
diabetes is the most common form of dia-
betes found and is especially prevalent in
the Tamil community. Type 2 diabetes is

also referred to as non-insulin dependent
diabetes or adult onset diabetes. In type 2
diabetes, either the body does not pro-
duce enough insulin or the cells ignore the
insulin. Although typically type 2 diabetes
has been found in individuals 30 years of
age and over, there are an increasing
amount of patients with type 2 diabetes
who are barely in their teen years. In addi-
tion, type 2 diabetes is now more common
than type 1 diabetes in childhood. Most of
these cases are the result of poor eating
habits, higher body weight, and lack of
exercise. Even though there is a strong
genetic component to developing type 2
diabetes, there are other risk factors — the
most significant of which is obesity.

Other types of diabetes include gesta-
tional diabetes and secondary diabetes.
Pregnant women who have never had dia-
betes before but who have high blood
sugar levels during pregnancy are said to
have gestational diabetes. Gestational
diabetes usually is gone once the baby is
born, however 25-50% of women with this
condition will eventually develop type 2
diabetes later in life. Secondary diabetes
refers to elevated blood sugar levels from
another medical condition. Secondary
diabetes may develop when the pancreas,
that is responsible for the production of
insulin is destroyed by a disease, such as
trauma or surgical removal of the pan-
creas.

The symptoms of diabetes include
increased urine output, dehydration, thirst,
hunger, fatigue, nausea, and vomiting.
Also, extremely high levels of glucose can
lead to lethargy or coma.

Finally, one thing remains constant,
achieving the best blood sugar control
possible remains the ultimate goal in both
type 1 and type 2 diabetes. Doctors and
many patients now know, beyond a doubt
that good blood sugar control minimizes
long-term complications, such as blind-
ness, kidney damage and nerve damage.

From P21 -Unbreakable

of our audience? Are we yet not ready to
sit in a theatre to watch a movie that is
more realistic? But we mould our audi-
ence don’t we. Look at kerala for example;
they watch such high standard movies
because they have been moulded into lik-
ing such films. Hence, why don’t directors
use their power in giving audience some-
thing new and getting them accustomed to
that rather than continuously blaming us
the audience, “You know that’s what the
audience want and we are here to do
that.” If we could change our audience to
like different styles of movie, can we not
attract them into watching parallel cine-
ma?

In the past decade, many art films has
come to the international film industry
such as Maya, and Mr and Mrs lyre but
very few seem to come from the Tamil ter-
ritory. Again this could be because we
don’t have an audience, which could be
because we don’t have good producers
for art films; so no market, which could be
because they might not see any profit in
such movies. So, it’s all about the money.

You know after watching Guru, | hap-
pened to ask my dad, Why couldn’t
Manirathnam being Tamil make Guru in
Tamil. Those watching Guru shouldn’t
mistake it for a Tamil movie....because it's
not. It's a Hindi movie with Tamil words.
The answer is obvious....money. Hindi
film industry works on its own terms, even
in the world stage. It seems to attract more
viewers than any other Indian film indus-
try. Plus, look at the people he has
cast....all very famous and popular. |
mean people are not going to go watch
the movie for maniratnam, rather for
Aishwarya or even Abhieshek. If manirat-
nam made Guru in Tamil, he could have
never pooled in as much profit. And that’s
what all the directors do....a pure com-
mercial masala that has the spark of cash-
ing in profit. But Indian cinema has devel-
oped over the last 50 years and is still
developing. However, the Canadian Tamil
cinema that we are sketching out for our-
selves seems to have taken the wrong
turn by following the same old Indian for-
mula. May be it’'s time to pause and cor-
rect the formula.

Digitized by Nooldhg
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Imported Actresses in Style Now?

T: Lately, it is a trend for directors to seek
heroines from other parts of India. We
rarely see Tamil heroines anymore. Most
of them are Malayalam, Telugu, Kannada
or even Hindi actresses. For example,
Asin, Nayantara, Gopika, Shreya,
Namitha, etc. are all very popular actress-
es who are not from Tamil Naadu.
However, almost all of the heroes are
Tamil. Directors are going out of their way
and practically begging actresses from
Kannada and North India to act in their
movies. How many times has Aishwarya
Rai been asked to act with Rajnikanth,
Tamil cinema’s pride and joy, and how
many times has she denied, citing her
busy schedule as a cop out? There are a
million Tamil actresses who would die to
act with the likes of Rajnikanth. Actresses
from other cities are using Tamil cinema
as a stepping stone to success or as Plan
B. For example, Priyanka Chopra and
Aishwarya Rai started their acting careers
in Tamil movies, and now they are onto
bigger and better things and would never
even consider looking back to Tamil films.
Now, more recently, Kajol’s little sister is
making her debut in the Tamil film Unnale
Unnale, but it is a given that she will show
her back to Kollywood as soon as she
finds herself a place in Bollywood.
Jyothika, Reema Sen and Simran, could
not make it big in Bollywood, so they
resorted to Tamil films. Would any of them
have even considered a career in Tamil
films if Bollywood directors were knocking
on their doors? Although non-Tamil actors
and actresses do not respect and value
Kollywood, Tamil directors are still con-
stantly pursuing them. Is there a lack of
Tamil women coming forward to act or are
Tamil women just not considered to be as
beautiful and as skilled as actresses from
other parts of India?

J: Unfortunately there is that old age Tamil
belief that the lighter the skin, the most
beautiful you are. Perhaps this is what

Tamil cinema that actresses who get mar-
ried, should immediately give up their act-
ing careers. We have seen Baby Shalini,
Simran, and more recently Jyothika, all of
whom have abruptly discontinued their
booming careers as soon as they got mar-
ried. But of course, Ajith, Vijay and
Sooriya only became even more famous
and higher paid after their marriage. Many
Bollywood and Hollywood actresses con-
tinue acting post-marriage, however it will
be shocking to Tamil Naadu if a married
Tamil women pursues acting. Why does
this double standard exist in only Tamil
films? Why is it believed that a woman
cannot balance an acting career and a
family?

J: | don't believe that it's because they
are unable to balance their career and
their family, it's more about the fact that a
married woman should not be put in close
encounters with other men. | suppose this
is an understandable situation but like you
said, it only applies to women; men are
still allowed to do as they please which
was quite evident as Madhavan kissed his
co-star in the recent movie, Guru. Sure
it's all part of the job, but what about these
actors’ wives? Why do they not get a say
in what their husbands are doing?!

Tamil actresses do not completely stop
acting after marriage, many make a come-
back in mother and older sister roles. For
some reason this is acceptable since they
are married and perhaps a mother in real
life, but Vijayakanth can still be a hero and
have 20 year old’s fall in love with him!

Acting equivalent to

prostitution?
T: We have all heard the popular rumour
that Indian actresses must perform
‘favours’ for directors and in many cases,
actors, in order to create a niche for them-
selves in Tamil cinema. This is a believ-
able rumour also since India is known to

...Since they are married and perhaps a mother
in real life, but Vijayakanth can still be a hero
and have 20 year old’s fall in love with him!

has led to Tamil directors seeking out
North Indian actresses since they are
obviously much lighter than those girls
from the south. | don'’t believe that there
is a lack of Tamil female actresses coming
forward especially because you are con-
stantly coming across new faces of Tamil
actresses in Tamil tele-serials and in sup-
porting roles in Tamil movies. When it
comes to Kollywood and acting, it is quite
evident that one’s acting ability is second
to their looks and status. These actresses
from the north definitely lack acting ability,
but this could also be due to the fact that
they usually don’t even know an ounce of
the Tamil language or culture, so getting
into character is probably more difficult
than they would have anticipated it to be.
| am just as puzzled as to why more
female actresses from the south are not
given as much chances in starring roles,
especially when directors and audiences
are more than aware that those coming
forth from other cultures are only there for
their introduction into the movie world.
Then again Tamil actresses aren’t praised
or adored by fans as much as Tamil
actors, so perhaps these actresses don’t
have a reason to be faithful to Kollywood.

Why can’t Tamil
actresses continue

acting after marriage?
T: It is common and even expected in
m Foundation.

be a highly male dominated and chauvin-
istic country. Rumour has it those actress-
es, in the beginning stages of their career
before they become established and in
demand, are thrown around within the
movie cast before being offered a role.
Many women, although unwilling, still
abide by these rules. Are women really
ready to sacrifice their dignity and respect
all for acting? And does this practice and
expectation still exist even in this day and
age?

J:  The truth to this rumour will probably
never be revealed, but from some of the
roles that actresses take it is quite obvious
as to who had the talent and who had to
make the sacrifice. Only women who are
ready to let go of their dignity and respect
would appear in movies with roles that do
nothing for their reputation or career, such
as Mumtaz and Malavika, who are both
keen on doing item numbers and playing
promiscuous roles. Regrettably, females
with a desire to act but with no influence in
the industry have to start at the bottom
and work their way up. Based on their
passion towards acting, there lies no limit
to what they will do. But before jump the
gun to call these actresses crude names,
it's the directors/actors/producers that are
using their power towards objectifying the
female body, both on and off screen.
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Tim Thomas Blanks

Maple Leafs

Tuesday’s game between the Toronto
Maple Leafs and the Boston bruins was all
about Tim Thomas. It was one game that |

is
if
%

did not want to see, but on the other hand
| got to see Tim Thomas in his peak form.
He has stopped 44 shots to a 3-0 win over
the Leafs on Tuesday. With this win, the
Bruins move within four points of the ninth

place Leafs. Their were rumors that the
Bruins would be trading their players, but
recently they have shown their GM that
they can be a playoff team winning five of
their last six games. This game was pre-
dicted to be an easy win for the Leafs
since the Bruins were without Glen Murray
and Patrice Bergeron. It was all Thomas
who stepped up for the team with solid
goaltending. He is the type of goalie who
can come up with amazing saves out of
nowhere. In addition, he has plenty of suc-

-Janarthen Pathmanathan-

cess in the European league to fall back
on. After watching him play, it jus made
me look up his career stats and see how
he is ranked. He has only been in the NHL
for a little while with 41 wins, 32 losses,
and 13 ties. He has done well for the
Boston Bruins and | hope to see more
success from Tim Thomas. As for the
Leafs, | was really disappointed with their
game. After the Bruins scored three goals,
| lost hope in the Leafs of coming back to
win. Hopefully next time they will do better
and start their run for a playoff spot.

Business & Technology
INVENTION! INNOVATION! PERFECTION!

-Written by - KC

In the 21st century that we live in there are
a lot of high and low demands for goods
and services and as demands rise, so
does the price. Hence, that is your circle of
business. A perfect example of this is at
the pumps; when it's time for a long week-
end and a lot of people are going away for
either a vacation or up north to the cot-
tages, the price at the pump is very high
due to a lot of demand for gas, therefore
this generates a lot of profit and business

-Thusha Tharmalingam-

On the Sports Curve

What a show it was, the game was live
and in your face shining with talent. The
run down of the weekend hoopla was a

star studded event from former greats to
future stars. First off it was the rookies vs.
sophomores, where the first year and sec-
ond year players get a chance to light up
the stage. Among other first and second
year players the Jorge Garbajosa and
Andrea Bargnani were there representing

-Reagan Levermany-

the Raptors franchise. As usual your
Raptors made there presence felt and
scored a total of 18 points and 5
rebounds. The star of the Friday night
event was New York's own David Lee,
who was perfect from the field scoring 30
points and grabbing 11 rebounds.

Saturday night’'s events consisted of
the Haier shooting stars, skills challenge,
three-point shootout, and the dunk-a-thon.
Detroit Pistons (Cash,
Billups, Lamibeer) won the
haier shooting star chal-
lenge. Many would argue
that the Pistons only won by
default but the win stands
firm for the Pistons. The
defending champion
Dwayne Wade won the skills
challenge. It seemed like the
defending champion was in
run for his money when
Kobe Bryant came into the
finals but Kobe in the
moment couldn’t beat the
racing clock making
Dwayne Wade the winner. A
fellow Miami heat member,
Jason Kapono took home
the three point shootout tro-
phy. Jason Kapono who
petitioned to get entrance in
the three point shootout
shocked everybody by beat-
ing Dirk Nowitzki of the
Mavericks. And last but not
least the dunk-a-thon was
won by the new champion
Gerald Green. Gerald
Green impressed a panel
full of judges consisting of
former dunk champions; Jordan, Wilkins,
Carter, Erving, and Bryant who synony-
mously gave Green a perfect score of 50
on his final dunk.

Starting at point guard voted in by the
fans, Kobe Bryant who played like he
wanted it. Accompanying Kobe Bryant on
the starting line up Tracy Mcgrady, Kevin
Garnett, Dirk Nowitzki and at centre Tim
Duncan. Coming in second place, Amare
Stoudemaire who scored 29 points off the
bench dishing out three dimes and pulling
in nine boards. Tying his point total at
2002 all-star game where he won the
MVP for the all star game. The show took
over by the best of the best, Kobe Bryant
as he reigned in as the MVP scoring a
total of 31 points, 6 dimes and 6 steals.
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for gas sellers. When people demand over
a certain budget for a good or service, the
supply has to meet that budget as well.
Once it exceeds the supply budget, it is
then when we experience higher than nor-
mal prices for that particular goods or
service. This is why we see fluctuations in
prices for various goods or services that
we buy.

On the other hand in businesses we also
have authorized retailers and wholesalers.
Stores such as The Source, Future Shop,
Best Buy & Audio Video 2001 are author-
ized retailers of the products they sell. An

W FUTURE SHOP

example of a wholesaler would be Costco.
All stores have different policies but a
wholesaler buys their goods in bulk and
sells it for a cheap price. Retailers on the
other hand buy their goods from the dis-
tributor and since they are all commission
based, they sell their goods at a higher net

margin. Just like purchasing gas, price
fluctuates when demand gets high for
products, but there is a bit of a break
around this system. This is called a price
match. Future Shop and Best Buy offer a
lowest price guarantee. It's very straight
forward, and the way it works is that if you
find any of their products selling for a
cheaper price than theirs and given that
they are an authorized dealer of that prod-
uct, you will get that product for what their
selling minus 10% of the difference from
the seller's to Future Shops' price. Also
what they offer is that when you buy your
product and if within 30 days that price is
to drop or that product is to go on sale,
you can still get your difference back.
Usually wholesalers sell their products at
an average of 5% - 10% of a gross margin
and retailers usually sell at an average of
25% to 30% gross margin. The profit that's
made is impeccably large but then again
there are costs involved such as delivery,
store rent, lighting, electricity and etc.
Even after all those costs you're still look-
ing at a bottom line profit of 15% with all
authorized retailers. The basics behind
this is very simple; the higher margin that
they make helps them pay bills, create
better economy, creates a bigger name for
the company, expansions within the coun-
try or even internationally and also buy
shares or invest shares within the compa-
ny. Wholesalers will roughly make the
same amount give or take because they
will push a higher volume at a lower price.
At the end of the day it's about how much
profit you're making and not how much
goods and services that you have sold.

In business it's all about a lot of output
with a very little input. Large retail stores
try to imitate the same idea and that's how
they are successful trying different formu-
las every year. Each year they will bring
something new for consumers such as
install service, extended warranties and
so forth, but we will have to save that for
next week.

Operating Profit, Gross Margin, and Cost
is what revolves around major retailers,
and that's what depends on what price
consumers can purchase their goods and

services.
[ |

Rathan’S Reviews

GhostRider

Starring: Nicolas Cage, Wes Bentley, Eva
Mendes, Matthew Long, Peter Fonda

This movie starts with young Nicolas Cage
as a stunt biker with his father. Nicolas’s
father gets ill and young Nicolas makes a
deal with the devil not knowing the affects.
He finds out that he is not dieing after trag-
ic accidents and believes something is
saving him but does not know who or
what. The motorbike driving threw the city
is one of the coolest scenes and on the
buildings. This movie was pretty good on
how they took it. | was looking forward to
more action but | have a feeling they might
make part 2 by the way they ended the
movie.

***1/2 out of 5

Norbit

Starring: Eddie Murphy, Thandie Newton,
Cuba Gooding Jr, Eddie Griffin, Terry
Crews

This movies from beginning is funny and
full of laughs. Eddie Murphy is a weak and
a boy filled with fear but he has a puppy
love for a pretty young girl, but they soon
separate.after the separating he meets a
fat girl which becomes his friend and later
Eoundanon.

they get married. It shows the struggles he
goes through with this woman but it is
hilarious and sometimes really nas-
ty.Overall | found this movie pretty funny
and fun to watch.lts worth watching it
again like his other movies he proves why
he’s one of the comedy actors still to be
acting.

***1/2 out of 5

Hannibal Rising

Starring: Gong Li, Gaspard Ulliel, Ivan
Marevich, Aaron Thomas (ll), Rhys Ifans

If you've seen “Silence of the Lamps” than
this movie shows he Hannibal became
what he is.This movies goes into the mind
of Hannibal and shows that this guy does
have a heart and didnts jus start killing
people for no reason. The director showed
Hannibal’s soft side as fading as he strives
to find his sister’s killers.This movie is not
recommended for young viewers because
even some of the scenes | had to close my
eyes.If you have a good stomach and then
go see it but if get dissy see’n people get-
ting a cut don’t even bother going to see
this. THIS MOVIE IS NOT GOOD FOR
KIDS UNDER THE AGE OF 16.

***1/2
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STATE FARM

For all your Ante, Hoane and
Life Insurance needs see
Htate Farin Agent

Tel: 905-336-0762,
Fax: 905-336-5653
Email: jeffwrigit.iH &@tatafa i .oom

6515 Horth Sarvica Bd, Entry Lewel
Burlington, OH LEL &4

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR
STATE FARM IS THERE."

LIVE WHERE YOU

Badlkaran Thivagavajah, Service
Tel: 41699932774
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CONDO TOWN HOUSE
FOR PRIVATE SALE

MORNING SIDE & 401
200 MURISON BLOVD UNIT # 55

1300 SQUARE FEET, 3 BED ROOM CONDO FEE $210/MONRH
WHICH COVER WATER, ROOF, WINDOWS, OUTSIDE WALLS,
REPAIRS, SNOW REMOVAL AND GRASS CUTTING .GROUND
FLOOR- ONE BIG LIVING ROOM WITH WASHER, DRYER AND FUR-
NACE, 2ND FLOOR BIG LIVING ROOM, KITCHEN AND ONE POW-
DER ROOM 3RD FLOOR ONE MASTER BEDROOM, TWO BED-

ROOMS AND FULL WASHROOM.

0% DOWN PAYMENT MORTGAGE CAN BE ARRANGED AND
YOU CAN BUY THIS HOUSE WITH OUT SPENDING MONEY
OUT OF YOUR POCKET

CALL 647 868 1581

noolaham.org | aav

anaham.org
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Best Rate In Town - Low Monthly Pay Plans
Auto - Home - RRSP
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o Accidents
o Tickets
o Lapse of Insurance

¢ Non Payment Cancellation

o Rates For Everyone

Companies

¢ AXA Insurance

¢ ING. Insurance

o Royal & SunAllaince ¢ Dominion Insurance

o York Fire

¢ Economical

¢ Perth Insurance & Much more....

CALL 416.412.1491

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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VAIKARAI CLASSIFIED

SABA Auto Tech Inc.
For Excellent Auto Repair & Body Work
We Sell Cars too
Call Logan: 416-285-7133
90 Hymus Rd,Unit 5,(Warden& Eglinton)

Auto Insurance

Accidents, Tickets, NSF, Impaired Driving
Prior Suspension, No Insurance(New
Drivers),Commercial Van & Trucks
We Offer Excellent Rates and Quality
Services
Call: Christy Thambithurai
416.321.8787
416.268.8855

Car Rental
AVIS RENT A CAR
Kugan Rasalingam(Agency Operator)
Ras@ Kugan
1345 Lawrence Ave E @ Victoria Park
416.441.1818

Catering & Takeout
Gzmpr
Gré o & GsLLmm
6J606VTENSHLOMEN  QBITEITL L L IBIE(6ThE GHLD
416.288.9339
1217 Ellesmere Rd @ Midland

JTER6VE &Sl  LIGUTesT
Dine in.. Take Out.. Catering
2633 Eglinton Ave E
416.264.0386

Beitsemeu in Suvai
Howresr Cgemev!.. HITeN GHeneu!..
416.467-8824
5651 Steels Ave E#6@ Middlefield Rd

Drapery & Blinds
YARL Window Blinds &

Drapery
America, Canada embsl LGSWIISI(HHSI
Order gmhms@ameteniLGLD
67601 QF6LEULD
416.419.9247/416.806.5397
905.201.7733

S.R.V Gifts & Cloths Word

Inc.

Western Union/Money Tramsfer
sdeny eurLens/DVD Sale/Rent
Photo Copies
2155 Lawrence Ave Unit 8 @
Birchmount
416.757222

Moka Market
East West Indian Grocery, Fresh
Vegetables, Fish & Meat Tamil Audio,
Video
900 Ruthburn Rd @ Marvis
905-273.4137

Sri Luxmy Jewelry
BRIEDSWIT LOESIDSEOU(HLD SEIS D6
I560) & & 61T
2525 Pharmacy Ave @ Finch Ave
416.492.1096

BHMT(BHH6IT [H6M & & 61T
aflHLen 6T (&
Az fledmha @méE0gl QUL
Ben&se (Hifls LewomhHmGsFemneu)

416.492.4357/416.498.8010

Lawyers
JUDE ANTHONYPILLAI LL.B
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
2390 EGLINTON AVE.E SUITE 250
SCARBOROUGH ON M1K 2P5
BUS: (416) 332 8547
FAX: (416) 332 8379

Thava’s Moving & Delivery
with a Truck or Van
Thava-416.731-7522
647-297-4634

Music & Instruments

Gogulam
In Accordance with your needs and
wishes, we have all music instruments
2654 Eglinton ave E @ Brimley
416.265.2093

elliged L&A e16dl5
Qzmevemeowim?
BIT[H 60T

416.291.3997

Value Plus PHARMACY
2 _miE6T SO LOHHSTENT
SIBevimen GsxeumhFest BSc. phm
Free Pickup & Delivery
Free-Packaged Weekly Medicine Supply
to seniors
416.754.1400
2677 Kennedy Rd. Suite 8, Scarborough
Kennedy & Finch

Al Qampwy GumGLm
ervemLpGuir

FH6VAIBLOMEI  MOULIGUBIHEVISH G LD
2296 Eglinton AVe E Unit 6 Lower Level
& Birchmount
416.752.4444

Real Estate

Century 21
Lojan K.Ravilojan
Sale Representative
1053 McNicoll Avenue,Toronto,On
Bus:416.494.5955-24Hr
Cell:416.706.5298
Fax:416.494.4977

Home Visit Tution Services
Grd JK-12
416.285-7775

Video Stores
VIP Video & Photography

Audio, Video Rentals, Sales
Passport Citizen Photos, Gift Wares,
Video Transfer
880 Ellesmere Rd @ Kennedy
416.298-0900

AK Video
Super Store Audio, Video Rentals, Sales
Gift Items
585 Middlefield Rd #18 @ Finch
416.609.0141

Kumaran’S Video Store

Audio, Video Rentals, Sales, Gift Items
Super Store
UPS, Western Union Services Available
2085 Eglinton Ave & Danforth Rd
416.264-4254

Nigara Leaf Pure Water
il aurFEGaT, isveuevaEsSHEaT
ysamaly Csip amEIDsI
STery
416.495-7135
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alme0  @UGUTHI 2 _6T6m  6T606VTUNEMMUILD
Sbs wellFaiaTear QFUIHHSEDTT. D&
b Beuevll Ffled ereeouTFHS? Gl
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HemdmiLest SWp Heveall Blemeowlld emeusenm

Sy5T6lled BLTSSID
Sl @&men evteorll Gumliy - 2007
(GurLipsEnssmss auwbgevoenen 31-12-2006.)

LOLDEBI V& 61T
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BHHGHIHH6T GaLslLbBLD.)
sLbHS euBLL Bumed @bwenpuid  seueullfleysater  eurdlyl  Gumligub,
OPMEVBEHEBEG UTLBUCUTLIQUID BLISHSUILUL 2 6Teng). elewienilILBIGeT WTaD LDTjF
wrew 1b HadHédEg (e  HoLsGhueuns @Il mauss  Geuami(BLo.
Gumlysel wrayd wrfF wrg alGwenmulsd BLISSIUGWD. (@auGeurm Gumligdh@ld
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eleuTeI ILBIE6T SIIILGaueTIQUI  (Lp&B6uT:
MOUBMD (PHUFlHEH DI MEUSEHA|D DLV
Filming don Tamil Education centre

3254 St. Clair Av. East

Scarborough. ON.

M1l 1vs Gueodls OBTLILGEMEGE SiempwriseT- 416-318-3770

SUDOKU FOR KIDS
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Vaikarai Kids,

Children are doing amazing work in Vaikarai Kids Section.
It's not nice, just saying Thank You to the Kids. Gratifying is
one of the cheerful thing. So, from next week onwards Kids
are going to receive the GIFT from the Vaikarai Kids Club.

Hey Kids! Are you ready to receive the colorful gifts? What
you have to do is send your drawing along with the contri

butions: ideas, jokes, funny messages etc. through mail,
with your photograph — Name, Grade and School on it.
Address:

Vaikarai

55 Nugget Avenue, Unit # 230 Z

Scarborough, ON

Private Tamil Tuition
sUIp eugLysen geofl (pmuilm Sleomsefled HewL QUM
gletimert. SCHTE WMTSHSED ump FHonsEnssns LG
QU(HL 6UGSLILS6T (LOMIGSGOFWIWLILIL. 2 _6T6m6oT.
QBTLIYSBEHSHES JMPSHHIL LSleQFuiu|miserr.
416-318-3770
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The choice is yours.
The guarantee is

BAsssiT 85 suUISHTEsTELTSOITERILD 6Tgh - Guranteed
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A LT SETUL ISR RS maTumseT = misEsT  EEASTEOE EhsE g EaevEFRaumaer U gllanee swmag B SElntiTEamT T
ALY AT SETUL ] ATAE S ELUEELMERl = BIEST {ueaw R@EaaTauTan TSy sEATT Je ATTATAET STAET OSMRKEATT
SHOSIE SR CILED (AT -

B_BIEATEID = BEST HHBOUESETEILD EEanaus @mhafEshy e BEaT - Cnaantesd Choice ™ oo s
ETUHRSH F Sl Famg EREEEAT LHARWNRERSEEE  PEETaTaTaoTI.  REIREEST SRiGIU S gL LIMSEISETE Sl
CGhurantesd Choioce ™ 8T B _ShE BEdsy sTausng SHEESEIL STAETAEAET  aDHSRD LU MRIEE ST,

Ajtth 5 abaratnam*

Mewaber, Million Doflar Rownd Tabls
Bus 416 4302800

Cell 047 401-5800
1200-4 Robert Speck Farkway, Mississauga

ajith mbaratnam®clarica. cowm

imezimeni gag symace sehfions - since 1870

life, health o disability insurance, savings and retirement plans,
ermiployee benefits, mortgage & business surance, o mutual funds®

Paeacinted weifl S ladon Phvawcind Smvicss T, wd 'Slacicn Dessca e, o DAl Fioed Trade:
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Minimum Wages lead to
Canadian Nightmare

“Illl fares the land, to hastening ills a prey;
Where wealth accumulates, and men
decay”

And Ontario is fast becoming that land.
One of the richest regions of world, with
paradoxically over 190,000 people living
below the poverty line, is something that is
repugnant to the concept of equity, and all
canons of human justice, that is a much
lauded Canadian value. The guaranteed
minimum wage is so low that their all
hopes of leading a happy life are dashed
to the ground; their dream of owning a
home and of imparting University educa-
tion to their children remains a pipe
dream. It is especially so for the new immi-
grants. They come to this country with
excellent qualifications, and professional
experience, and more often that not their
shining Canadian Dream becomes a veri-
table Canadian Nightmare.

Imagine working for pittance, juggling with
a couple of jobs just to exist — not live.
The much heralded MPP Cheri DiNovo’s
Bill150 increasing minimum wage to $10
shows a glimmer of hope. The case for
this minimum wage is fully justified.

We are shocked when we read and listen
to the specious arguments that it shall
lead to inflation; that it shall lead to loss of
jobs; that the small businesses shall be
adversely affected. It is all what
Shakespeare would say” all sound and
fury, signifying nothing”. The arguments
are contrived and lack substance. Only
29% of the labour force works for small
businesses; nearly 71% works for MNCs.

extent than do minimum wages. A com-
parison of provinces with significant mini-
mum wage increases between the 70s
and 80s revealed no direct impact on
employment trends for various age and
gender groups. The increased corporate
profits increased by more than 12% to
over $200 billion last year, make a mock-
ery of this assertion. Canadian CEOs
rewarded themselves with an average pay
increase of 39% to $4.3 million each.

And the experience of other places is
revealing. Recent experience in the
United Kingdom, where the government
raised the minimum wage quite rapidly to
over £5/hour (over C$10.50) resulted in no
negative effect on jobs and had a positive
impact on productivity.

The average minimum wage in 1976 was
$2.71, equivalent to $9.14 in today’s dol-
lars after adjusting for inflation. The feder-
al minimum wage from 1976 would be
worth in $10.19 in today’s dollars. Today,
the average provincial minimum wage is
only $7.32 and there is no separate feder-
al minimum wage. The sad thing is that in
fact, on average, minimum wage workers
now receive an average of 20% less in
real dollars than 30 years ago.

According to Hugh Mackenzie, the majori-
ty of employees getting minimum wages,
based on data for the year 2000, thirteen
per cent of all jobs pay less than $8 an
hour — 7% of those jobs are held by
employees age 25 to 64. Almost one-quar-
ter (24%) of all jobs held by employees
aged 17-64 pay less than $10 an hour —

If minimum wages had increased at the same

rate as real Gross Domestic Product per capita

they would be an average of $12.44 today - a

full 70% higher than the current average.

Then compare the proposed increase with
the increase in the salaries of CEOs. In
2005, there was 38% increase in the
salaries of CEOs of 100 organizations.
And lo and behold the MPP salary
increase is larger than a full year’s income
of a minimum wage earner. The average
CEO normally earns in one and a half day
as a minimum wage earner earns in a full
year. We have nothing against the
salaries and perks of CEOs and MPPs.
We only wish to stress that some principle
of equity be there. It is all the more desir-
able especially when the corporate efforts
have sky rocketed to over $ 200 billion in
2006.

The majority of people who will benefit are
adults and primary breadwinners, and
more specifically, women, immigrants and
visible minority workers. A living wage will
help approximately 1.7 million individuals
work their way out of the poverty trap.
Raising the minimum wage will also help
people who aren’t poor, such as young
adults working their way through college.

We do agree that some jobs might be lost,
but it would also create jobs. Other trends
and movements in the economy influence
employment levels to a much greater

15.7% of those jobs are held by employ-
ees aged 25-64.

Interestingly, the pay of CEOs makes the
disparity more evident. The average of
Canada’s 100 best-paid CEOs matched
the average Canadian minimum wage
worker’s annual earnings by 40 minutes
after noon on New Years’ Day. An increase
in the minimum wage to $10 an hour
would push that back to 1:50 p.m. in the
afternoon on New Years’ Day. To put that
in context, Ontario’s MPPs recently voted
themselves a 25% increase. The increase
in MPP pay this year will generate an addi-
tional $22,000 a year. What an equitable
payment.

The federal minimum wage, which set a
standard for provincial minimum wage lev-
els, was last increased in 1986 and then
effectively eliminated in1996. Since then,
the federal government has abandoned its
leadership role in establishing a living
wage for Canadian workers.

If minimum wages had increased at the
same rate as real Gross Domestic Product
per capita they would be an average of
$12.44 today — a full 70% higher than the
current average. It is no wonder many

Digitized by Noolaha

families are having trouble making ends
meet and having to work longer hours just
to get by. More than one in six workers,
almost 2.4 million Canadians, are in low
wage jobs making less than $10 an hour,
according to Statistics Canada. Most low
wage earners are women and many are
recent immigrants. Almost half of low paid
full-time workers were their family’s major
income earner.

Analysis has shown that higher minimum
wages do not have a large impact on net
government spending and revenues — and
could even have a positive impact. Higher
direct costs are offset by lower spending
on social transfers and by higher income
and sales tax revenues.

High levels of poverty will persist in
Canada unless the minimum wage is
raised to a decent living wage. The frame
work of salary and wages must be egali-
tarian in outlook. It must ensure a decent
fulfillment of the needs — not the luxuries,
but the basic amenities must be fulfilled. Is
it asking too much?

It is incumbent on the legislators to legis-
late without any prevarication on this bill; it
is incumbent on the corporate manage-
ments to accept it with decency and grace;
it is required that the Canadian dream
does not become a Canadian nightmare; it
is the need of the hour. The sooner we
realize it, the better it shall be for the body
politic and the nation as a whole. After all
who gains, if the vast majority suffers?

Prepared by Dr. Bikram Lamba on behalf
of National Ethnic Press and Media
Council of Canada. He is a political and
business strategist and is Ombudsman o
the council. He can be contacted at tor-
consult@rogers.com. Ph. 905 848 4205

evamUBImTalled 10 - Quigeufl - 2007 -

astgii&',&‘,h.psmw

BeoLQUDD . &0 sHemswrellsst Royal LePage
Connect Realty Brokeragesst supLnmbs Lifla
Sieflly elpreiled Hev sm _Hsei.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



-36- PLYET W)

wrdl 23, 2007

6lih MnRIGID, 6HDEGB]D...

Kipling/Steeles

] R —

$149,900

2 Bedrooms, 2 Washrooms
One Of The Largest Unit! Gor-
geous 2 Large Bedroom Condo
In Luxury Building! Approx 1300
Sq Ft.Large Solarium, Ceramics
In Kitchen & Bathroom, Open
Balcony, Shows Very Well!

Ellesmere/Conlins

: -I
. ,

$279,900

4 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Fresh Paint, Brand New Hard-
wood, Fin.Basement (2006) with
Home Theatre Setup, Interlocks,
Newer Roof (3 yrs old), Close
To Ttc, Park, U Of T Scar, 401, All
Amentities

Eglinton/Mclaughlin

y by i
- -
L]

$529,900

4 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Gorgeous Brand New.4 Bed-
room, 3 Bath Detached Home

Built By The Conservatory

Group(Jade Cove Develop-

ment). Near Mississauga Centre

;Ii ['!

Eglinton/Bellamy

$309,900

3+1 Bedrooms, 2 Washrooms
pacious & Well Kept Bunga-
low In Nice Family Friendly
Neighbourhood.Walk To
Parks,Shopping,Schools,T.
T.C.,Go Station

Rutherford/Jane

$329,900

3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Brand New Freehold Town-
house On Child Safe Cul De Sac,
Spacious And Bright, Conve-
nient Location, Under New
Home Warranty, Oak Stairs, 2nd
Flr Laundry, 1.5 Car Garage

Richmound Hill

$579,000

4 Bedrooms, 4 Washrooms
Brand New, Never Lived In!!
Luxury ‘Fieldgate; Just Under
3000 Sq.Ft,Soaring 12 &9
Ceilings, Wide Strip Hardwood &
Staircase

o
’

Mccowan/Major Mack.
s

$299,000

3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Location!Brand New Greenpark
Quality Built, Freehold Th In
The Heart Of Markham.Lr Has
Hdwd,Upgraded Kit W/5 Brand
New Appliances Close To Bus,Go
Train,Shops,Schools, Parks

Neilson/Mclevin

=

AT i - e a‘-aa"“
]
4 5 2 2

b

$139,900

2 Bedrooms, 2 Washrooms
Luxury Condo With A Million
Dollar Rec Facility And Gate-

house Security. Steps To Ttc Mall
Schools, Library Park, Commu-
nity Centre And Medical Bldg.
Close To Churches & Mosque

Middlefield/Highglen

-

$444,900

4 Bedrooms, 4 Washrooms
Almost 2400 Sqft.4 Yr Old
Large Backyard, New Drive-
way, Skylight,$30K Spent On
Upgrades,Walk To All Schools,
Steps To Ttc, Shopping Mall,

-
4

Kennedy/Eglinton

$299,900

3+2 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Fabulous Bungalow With In-Law
Apt! Perfect 4 First Time Buyer
Live Up & Rent Bsmt! Great
Layout! Fenced Yard! On Quiet
Street Close To All Amenities
(Ttc, Go, Shopping, Etc!)

Kipling & Steeles

=1t gy
'

$139,000

2 Bedrooms, 2 Washrooms
Bright And Spacious 2 Bedroom
Condo.Large Solarium 2 Full
Baths, Large Ensuite Laundry
And Storage.

Midland/Eglinton

N

u N

Call for more info

2 Bedrooms, Washrooms
POWER OF SALE
Mins to Shopping Plazas,
Kennedy Subway,
Pharmacy

Pathmarajah (Raj) Ariyanayagam, salesperson
pir: 416-930-HOME (4663)

Ganesh Thanga raja h, Salesperson
pir: 416-994-9046

—
ROYAL LePAGE

LI
Connect Realty, Brokerage

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bus: 416.284.4751 e 880 Ellesmere Road. Suite 203, Scarborough
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