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Are you facing a criminal charge?

Call me direct
Let my experience as a former
crown attorney work for you

Jude Anthonypillai

:416-332-8547

2390 Eglinton Ave, East, Suite 250
scarborough, ON. M1K 2P5
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Mother in critical
condition after
home firebombed

A Scarborough mother of three was in
Sunnybrook hospital last night in critical
condition after the family's Gilroy Drive
home was firebombed. Police believe the
attack stemmed from a school-related alter-
cation.

Up to 10 suspects aged 17 to 23 are being
sought in the 3 a.m Thursday. incident, in
which a Molotov cocktail was hurled
through the living-room window, where
Jeyaluckshni Anandarajah, 44, and her 12-
year-old daughter were asleep. Both were
set alight. The daughter sustained second-
degree burns.

-Globeandmail

HOME APPLIANCES
Salas and Sorvice
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We Repair Major Household Appliances

We Supply: Fridges, Washer & Dryer, Stoves, Dishwasher
Much More......
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L_conanr I _covar I _ocmears

GRAND OPENING SALE..

Scarborough

416.282.9235

For All Youe Needs
Call Shiva or Visit
1345 Morningside Ave, Unit 5
Ph: 416.627.6194 or

www.kjnappliances.com
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STUDY IN INDIA

Admissions for the Academic Year 2006 - 2007

We do student placements for the most leading colleges
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100% Hands on Training -Experienced Instructors

NetCom

1200, Markham Road, Suite # 525 ,0N, M1H 3C3, Canada

Sri _anka Branch
#23, 42nd Lane,Wellawatha, Colombo - 06.
Tel: 011-236 2268 Mob: 077-315 8056

1‘

Pro grams Duration Fee infrgstructure and (aciliﬁies in Bangalore..These colleggs are wgll known for
(Months) (US $) the "CampusInterviews"by the mostleading Companiesin India.
NCNE Medical - MBBS, BDS.
(NetCom Certified Network Engineering) 12 800 Paramedical - BPT, BPharma, BMLT, Etc.
EL+, A+, N+, MCSE (7 modules), CCNA. . . . o e
Engineering - BE (Electronics and Communication,

NCSE Electrical and Electronics, Computer
(NetCom Certified Sofiware Engineering) 12 600 Science, Mechanical, Civil, etc.)
C++’ VB 6‘0’ Java’ SQL’ 'NET’ XML’ etc. Prof. Degrees -BCA (Computer Applications),
Diploma in Hardware & Networking 4 120 BBM (Business Mgt.), BHM (Hotel mgt.),

(Syllabus of A+ and N+) LLB (3 Years/ 5 Years).
MCSE 7 Modules. 5 General Degrees - BSc (Microbiology / Genetics/ Biotech./

(Per Module) Biochemistry / Botany, / Computer Sci. / Electronics, Fashion and

CCNA 3 250 Apparel Design / etc.)

BCom (Finanfial Mgt. / Computer Sci.)

BA (Psychology / Journalism/ English Lit. / History /
Economics / Political Sci. )

¢ Students assistancein Bangalore
»# Representativein Bangalore tolook after our student's welfare

» Privateaccommodation can be arranged onrequest.

r\.m+.-.,\,¢ Rithloaolalk

Banister Career Architects

?ﬁ

A Tel:

#23, 42nd Lane, Colombo - 06.
011- 236 2268 Mob: 077-315 8056.
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All Seniors
deserve Old Age
Benefits

Seniors from all walks of life, countries and
backgrounds deserve economic security dur-
ing their old age in Canada. This is their
right and yet it is being denied to them from
a government that continues to enforce dis-
criminating policies.

Immigrant seniors who want access to Old
Age Benefits face a struggle because certain
countries, such as China and India, do not
share a reciprocal Social Security
Agreement, where its citizens can immedi-
ately apply for benefits in Canada. Countries
such as the United States or England, and
even countries such as Latvia, Iceland and
Mexico, do not face lengthy wait times.

It is unfair to hardworking Canadians who
immigrated here for a better life yet are lied
to and treated like second-class citizens.

Our NDP MP Penny Priddy (Surrey North)
is actively working on addressing this dou-
ble standard. She has put forth a motion in
the House of Commons to remove the unjus-
tified 10-year residency requirement.

The Social Security Agreement is a recipro-
cal policy between Canada and certain coun-
tries that grants benefits to select people
from select countries based on trade and
economics between governments.

Sadly, this discrimination has been prevalent
for nearly 30 years and letting it continue
means letting racism and discrimination
continue in Canada. Presently, any seniors
coming from non-agreement countries are
denied old age security, pensions and bene-
fits for the first 10 years of their life in
Canada; whereas an individual from an
agreement country is given the same securi-
ty, pensions and benefits, in some cases,
after only one year in Canada. This has been
in effect since 1977 and we cannot allow it
to continue.

The NDP fights for all hardworking
Canadians, especially seniors. We under-
stand they are the backbone to society and
the pillars of family and community.

We strongly urge the Conservative govern-
ment to review this current policy of dis-
crimination against our seniors and imple-
ment a fair and equitable system so all sen-
iors can enjoy their old age with financial
security and peace of mind.

Jack Layton, NDP Leader
Complete list of countries Canada has a Social Security
Agreement with:
http://www 1 .servicecanada.gc.ca/en/isp/ibfa/intlben.shtml
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Thinking of Buying a Home?
...and Mortgage?

Choose the Right Broker to get the Right Mortgage!

WHY USE A MORTGAGE BROKER?

Izr ChOice ... of over 30 different lenders, from major banks

to private sources.

|zr Convenience .. with one place to compare your options and
get the Right Mortgage for your needs.
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@Scotiabunk QBankof Montreal E Canada Trust MAFLE TRUST # ce

ArmAWEla

We bring Canada’s leading |

IZ Counsel ... from an independent professional who works

for you ....NOT the banks.

[ Cost ... all at NO COST to you (oac).

Ram Anandappa

Mortgage Consultant

Direct: 416.837.8669

262 Markham Road, Scarborough, ON. M1J 3C5
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Malini Muhunthan

Soles Raprasantafive

Dir:416.569.4082

A]1&.28B4 5555
E80 EBssmere Rd. Suite 203, Scarborough. OR.

Morningside/Finch
- di+ 1 Badrogmy, 5 Woshrocena
- Approx F100 Sq Al lwmeculale
Heama Bu:h'ng Oinbz Rizvingl
Wilkaul Baversent With Ona
Badrocam & Eilckan
- Cleam Ta Schoal, Park &Tic

5489,000

i T - i
i S (W FTIMRNe
Jm-ﬁlf] {0 e e |

401 /Mill Streat
« Brand now 2 Bedroom Condo in
Pt of Mewmcastle Wiew of Lake

of Oint, Loes Mais,, shout |
brur drive brom Toronho,
Mariea, Club houss, Doclids
Rosiourant, Tenniy goerf

$189,000

Conlins/Ellasmers

+ 5 Bedrocms, 3 Waghrooms

- Stgirs Oipan To Bowemeant

- Walk Ta Ucft, Tic, Shops, Porky
& Schoch

. Wiz To Hwy 40

5629,000

Topscott Mclevin
- 3 Bedracms, 2 Washroam
Lot Canda Shacked

Markhom/5heppard

- 2#1 Bedrooms, 1 Washrooms
Spocious Condo. Meawly

Murnhgsi:le,l’nas

. 4 Badrooms, 4 Washrooms
Bl Malmenonce Fes Frashald

Termnhewas Walk-Cus Te e d, Fy= op; Towsbouse, Two Sorey Linked
Balcoay Fram Main. Close To laaly Pointed, Maw Lominoted by Dowble Goroge. Bosemess
Tie, Schonl & Par Flagm, Mewly Esnovaied Finished

£229,900 Washranm & 5o Mech Maors $328,000

5164,900

= 2 Badroams, 2 Wieiks somd
-2 Side By Sids Parkings Close

A {1 ANUN AR
ROYAL LeEPAGE
O
Connect Realty, Brokerage

e

Middlefield/Finch

Tix Tha Elasalor
Furnithesd Lobby And Largs
Recreataon Room Wik Kichen

$199,000

Markham,/Bur Cak
- A= Bpdrooms, 4 Washrooms
Shows To Perfection 'With
Devgner Decor, Deloched 2
Car Gorogs, 42 Por Lights Ow
Mo & Losar Lavels, ProlFin
Bt W dth Br, 4 Pg, Bec, Bor
$359,900

Markhom/Elsen

ol Bad A Wk

- firand Maw Mawer Livad in
Spacicans Home

- 3205 5q H., Rowine Lag

- 'Walk aul Bapameend

5549900

Grocery f Supermarket Salem/Bayly
hl’ .I-IIIH‘ -3 Bedroess, 3 Washrasms
Morkham,/14th Ave - & Beaulitully Leid Qut

- Excabant Locotionl Lot OF

SemiDetoched End Uni

Bovaoird /Kennedy

- A Bedrooms, 2 Washrooms
. Finlshad B & boaid

Giarage Clowe To Al Amanitiea

Parkimg! Graor Busieess
Cppochmiling Ll O Eachmive
Righigd

$199,000 Plus Stock

Dicibizad Lo Nlaoolale oo oy tadlatio o

i, T b I ||I o ia
High Cailing, . Cornar Unit With
A Presium Lod, Fully Fenced
£299,000

Cantral dir
- Wary Wl Kapt Town Hose

£189,900

YU UU VY TVNOUUTATTATNTT T UUTTUCALTIVTT.
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INDUSTRIAL ALLIANCE

INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES INC.

A LiLAND

INSURANCE INC.

RBC
% Insurance
RBCH

L

Unity Life of Canada
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Now consistent speed comes
with a great new deal.

Consistently fast Sympatico™ High Speed Internet service from Bell.

* Internet access that’s never shared'

* Listen to music or watch online movies without frustrating slowdowns,
even during peak hours

* Quick and easy to install

3 DNGRGA @SaED

=}

Bell

Available at:

8 Glen Watford Dr, Unit 57 ( Sheppard & Midland, E831) ), TEE
416-298-8847, 416-335-7709

1125 Dundas St W, Unit 217 ( Dundas & Dixie ), 23590

905-268-0049, 905-272-9372

Offer ends May 31, 2007. Available to residential customers where technology permits. Subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. (1) Applies to the access which is
dedicated from the customer’s modem to Bell switching equipment. Speeds may vary with your technical configuration, Internet traffic, environmental conditions, server or other actors. (2) Available to new Sympatico customers for

Sympatico High Speed Internet service. The then current monthly rate (now $46.95 subject to change) applies thereafter. Allow 5 to 7 days for shipment of the Sympatico kit. 30 GB of usage per month; charges apply for any extra activity.
Sympatico is a trade-mark of Bell Canada.

Tim-Tech Depot

=1
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Validate the Victory
from ICC to IDP

Every nation every since the Roman
Empire, has used sports to promote and
cultivate their nationalism. Nothing
reignites the national sentiments among
the member states of the otherwise United
Europe, like their working class football (or
FuRball as the Germans write it)

Sri Lanka is no exception. A state bat-
tered by a protracted ethnic war and
engulfed by humiliation and embarrass-
ment in the face of the growing threats of
the Air Tigers and the down spiralling
human rights record, needs every possi-
bility to boost its socio-psycho civil morali-
ty. It may be for this reason the maha
sangha who (as | was taught at Guru
Kula) the symbol of Ahimsa and the
Muradevatha of the (Sinhala) nation is
more eager to have Bodhi pooja for the
Saturday’s victory in the Caribbean than to
urge a lasting peace in the dharmadeepa.

| want Sri Lanka to win in striking style,
for many reasons.

It is a team form a tiny island which is
0.008 times of Australia with 1/7th of its

Suren Raghavan

per capita. This shows, if there is commit-
ment, in every area, the monopoly of the
west-centric globalization cannot work
and it could be tamed. The developing
world can be proud of its resources, abili-
ties and can stand alone without depend-
ency. (If they are allowed to) It is good to
beat the White Anglo Sextant Protestant
(WASP) hegemony in the global arena at
least in rare occasion.

Lankan cricket team is the single polit-
ical statement that post independent Sri

Despite the blame from the some
Tamil nationalists, that Murali was side-
lined from captaincy on his ethnic back-
ground, Mahela, the otherwise tiny man
has proven that leadership does not
depend on one’s family or birth, but rather
the willingness to live and if needed die
for your team than your self-goals. This is
a front foot lesson for elites such as
Maven and Arjuna (not to mention Anura
B.) whether they are in sports or politics.

In some rare display of humanity
beyond nationalism, Rasiah lllenthiriyan
confessed that the LTTE hierarchy is also
following the matches and enjoying the
victory of the SL team. (Hopefully not to
mislead the SL forces to further relax dur-
ing the final).

However, all the above reasons will be
unintelligible, when Mahela comes home
with the cup, if the southern polity strate-
gies to transform the jubilant national spir-
it, to further concretize its resolute unwill-
ingness to bring a creative solution based
on equality. The belief of the present lead-
ership on military solution has only intensi-
fied the blood drenched war and its misery
for the thousands lamentation in camps
and created a mini Darfur. A state cannot
celebrate, even a well earned victory if
nearly a millions of its citizens are IDPs

Rajapakse’s SLFP proposals (to be
announced on the 30 April?), the pinnacle
of Mahinada Chinthana, will not worth the
dust on the shoes of the national crick-
eters, if its does not earn the genuine
engagement of the LTTE and the Muslim
leadership, by way of a true and extensive
power sharing. Let's hope the President
comes home with courage and vision to
create a path of dégagé to return to the
negotiation table, to design a multiethnic
and multinational state of Sri Lanka. An

This team comprises of Sinhalese, Tamils,
Buddhist, Hindus, Muslims, Catholics, and
Chris-tians, southerner, upcountry
and the coastal region.

They seem to be playing with such
understanding that our politicians
have much to learn from.

Lanka has failed to achieve; the unity,
power sharing and equality among the
diverse ethnicity of the players. This team
comprises of Sinhalese, Tamils, Buddhist,
Hindus, Muslims, Catholics, and Chris-
tians, southerner, upcountry and the
coastal region. They seem to be playing

island that is ready for the world not just in
cricket, but every other thing that is chal-
lenged of.

To that end, Mahela (and the team) we
are with you. Roar like lions, that the kan-
garoos will hop back to the desert of

aimen 6 GUEpTWLLD AL L6 OpefaLal  @nsdanrissr  aaLGs with such understanding that our politi- )
ﬂ@gm;’@sﬁ EI__LMGUU“;EM%E’?:“@@@ o GEDLD. cians (especially in the south as there is ~ Darwin.
bs GDDFFTLRD  HBHH  MUSHSI6N poif: sDR@, Hmiera [;Z;pfegit.lon " e norh) have much fo
|
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Exclusive

Why Paying Rent If

with No money Down
2 Bdr Condo Townhouse,Less
Than 3 years Old

Independentily Owned and Opreated

4 Bdr,3 bath,Living,Dining,
You can own this home fp,pni1y Rooms, Big back

yard,Walk to river, park,
Schools,Close to Hwy 401,
403,407 Beautifully Finished
4 Years old home in Prime

REALTY ONE INC, BROKERAGE.

$369,000

s

u-. L;LI

o

LOCATION

50 Bumhamthorpe Rd West, Suit 102, Mlsstssauga,Ontano,L5B 3Cc2

... $259,000

know How much

Your HouseWorth

Just Give me a
Call I will

- Give You A
3+1Bdr,4 Bath 2 kitchens, FREE
Finished B t,Central
AIC.Frosh Paint You can . Market
own this home with NO Evaluation
Money Down B act:- 416-845-0013
Office:- 905-277-0771 SATHAN

SATCHI THANANTHAN

Sales Representaltive
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o ALGOMA

] UNIVERSITY COLLEGE =

1 YEAR
Accelerated Degree Program
Sheridan College (Brampton Campus)
Apply now for May 2007 Semester

(905) 874.4100
WwWw.eicccanada.com, www.algomau.ca
accel@algomau.ca
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No Connection Fee - No Activation Fee - No Monthly Rentals

41 6'907'7777 Sun Sonic Inc

www.sunsonic.ca

On promo plan, only for new customers and only for the first month, Minimum recharge amount is 520 .00 Rates are subjected to change without prior notice. Mobile rates may vary. *5ome conditions may apply.

N

Sun Sonic Mobile Servic.e

Now! “n"miled ﬂlngoing!

For Just

Sun Sonic Inc

416-907-7777

www.sunsonic.ca

STS ADVERTISING 416 640 5445

* On an annual plan, One time activation fee $ 14.99. Subscribers must have unlimited incoming plan on their existing mobile service. Some conditions may apply.




[-20- fn

As&emy 27, 2007

Lmeolwed  Slmiimsoremwulleur
BlemIUUL  adlipm

Blseyll Ligley

BB glpeded GHULTE SO &
6060 H(HBEINBHT(SFuUTalH6T)  (GHDNHD
Curdw eNfiyewijey s Wed GHsmmeur
5861 @mHE UBEDH. CuTseuTs, Hm
BRSSO HEIG6NFH B6Mbd euwided GLesst
FHerenoGuim(® QLD6UT EMLOWIT 6UT6U T HOVTT B,
QuemiamienL. HfHH evmIBHHHIE Csmel

6Vlelrl erbemwoey ellGwim
http://livingsmile.blogspot.com

audevid, FpOlsBet(H  elenemuTHeudled
SITNSHEHOTHOD 2 _emrJeletmeny. HTLLIL,
BHHMBW  (GITHFLIBIGENTEO 2 mels]
H6iT, SiWIeNL. eI LTT HOILD HewTLTSH6T
SImIUTTID Boufsel Boelb@GLD, 66
(PODBG 2 eTenTESImeTy. GULIUTS,
61606V H(HBREIMBBEHD  HBIGeNH 13
auwdHn@erents 2 _pelery, SewenLeail
Ly, opdflwy eteor wmGrm @HEUFTEL UIM-
60lWIed  6UETT(LPEMME & 6TeMTeuGH BB T F6LD.

g LpFemen SeanQHeaiy  Heot
&8s yflwrg Hmppremsser 17 (wpwaHeo 22
WGl auemy GGBLUSCHTH L6v  @evTennse0
BHEBHLGT  UTDHS]  GUHBBIMEIT. D66V,
oBHGL Ueieny SHmem wry?  eTeiieseuns
BmaEHCMTL? etain OpefeuTs 2 _ewiHLD
BLLSHHO HHEBIMHSSHT  (&HBOUSHH
ba GauelCu(dp Cojdng. GGLUSS
LUGHSID OCFSTLIbBS FupssSL bbb
alevd saremet  GuTen  HHBEIMBD
enLea  BFIha  HaNOWTm 2 _csHHe0
MBS uBAED. QUTH  FepssHd)
BB  eITeD, SleufHeilent  Hewisefsd
OaeauLmoed  Lflselsieno  eleim  Leghs)
MIWTeD mMSSILLGCL eUTDHS 6u(HES6sr
mery. @RBHTCBW  Geiimieueny, &H(HBE!
masel  CauGREHHNG Ufwurs ybgr
sa|b, Bxelll QUTHMTHAD QMHBIH I
Hlesimenty.

Quetttenilwib, Quesst aBHBHmev, HeVs
Huw GNsa alaundssd gngul  Fiups
SLTEUVTHET, BevddWl  FHBHeTTeurHser
L Suismensd GNHs sfleeid o -
oten  senelng Gurdw yflsed &esin,
wwpdud @y Gened  FrHbHem
61y

GODHSULFD HHBRIMSSN GHNHS

wEHHaT Pl ums  QFUIwSgnigw
Qzuig), &ML S o6 HEIHEDHD S6UTHEM6IT
Bxselll  QummenTs, (GHMmeureilsenTs,

urelwed  Geuplwysents wWLGEL HHd
flea eumdemes. HmprinssBet(®h Gb-
Jig OFHTLIY SIDD LDSHHEHD Si6ujHeflen
SIBISHTILO6END, UTHSTINGIenw, Gou-
emeveuT I eieno  GNSa HbHemDUT6
@sn0seemDd HTmiIsGem  SryewioTuiHL
UMHSWD  euFHwms  obhEH  HewrlL,
OBTmVHBTLF DUHSEIBETNE O6ID 60Ul
HH BB SIDET].

2 0% Al (PHEI(PHEOTS L6l
wed  dmumenientoulesihberer ormm Sk
FHmaIH QBTN HenJlLLBiHmend Q-
el Fewglur  efpm 1997 oub  opemi(h
OBSTOTHS BTG FHloumBWSTES G-
ey eufl BxpLedled  nwiuBEmg.
oiper  eeny, us  BThHsefed @
HMBW Blapasen OFTLIhHSE B Gummi
aHADIDET. BHAHAW Diemalsd L 2 605
Hevglu  elprésel,  GmibuL/aleuyes
FHemgulLedser mHeLQupm Gumrgid umed

wev Hmuremienouleny GMds NFsHHCws
HeogulLed @HBTeT  euemy  BHemL QU
(HBB6T606M6V.

@iBlensouled elizsd 22(gpmuim), 2007
SIEIM  WHDT,  ATFTIQUid 2 _elTem
SOWBHTH Sempulusd  sSeosurfl  euenTs
FOIITE L) ormesHe  umedluwlsd
Ayureenoulenny GMids Hewglur el
BoLOUDME. HHbEImBHNET  euTLDeuT
&1y NyFFamaisamen, SRISSHTIOND  H6I
mwemwl, UTedsl HLWTENE  HoHmnev

allendasHanlgWl  LLEBISMeNS GHIey e
memm  BHelseTed Carewi(h GCUTSHILES
&6 GHHUND  HHBEmBHmNT  (GHDNHD

Hm. BemmICHT SeuTHeflest FHloubs 2 ey
WLer o ruwTergl.  6Jelm  eroemLed
algwim eupmdw “uredluied Fmumesrenioud
o] GNHS HewgliuL elprelesr Grrasn”
GNHs SANWs 2 myuLea Hoyuiled
OBTLIbSSI.

wseled Njue QusGHT &HCHTAS
Fouatt  QuissHH0  Qeueileubaml  2005-1D
opemigey  BxAw  elma  Gupp  Heu
geom(s0p) Heoglurd Hengul dul L g.
e0BeusT et  13euwigF WIS,  Hedr
Agsiur  Qsengb, OCUENTEITS  OTNIeIS]
&H0I([H A TUMLBDTET.  FndhSTBIL 6UT
alpraln@F OCFoibd dizlumamel  afl

silfliyemyey gHuGseI> CEréssde Qb
Bawe| gour® QFuiwiiulL gl

FLJ Sevednmiey  Sienwliy  (UestenTL (b
Md 2 sl OQumid Ozmewi(h  Bmieueid
SVeY) JHUGSIW BBBBLFSDW @HE
Hemewissal] Hmphms Gxmh edals
eOEmIDEY IGWIT. BBWEFH HTensv 9.305G
FLJ Sy  Siemwllsr  Quib @by

1993 BLBS

2 _6U0T6mLDE

LDOLI6US SlevT
SjwluenLuiled

e1(ha SLILIL L

@OuLb Geueflwireot
UnE oHOwiflEsreailsd
uredlwed Fm

| umesTemLouTleoTifl6nT

LIT &I &BITLILY,

SRS SMILD

&S5 LD
GoayId eusYILILIL LS.

PDG ISTIGL SMPHH  UGUSHSTS
Foursld  Qaeodprer  eGausT, DibHSL
uwemrd, umelluled FAmumewtenoCGuimy UM
Puw opworer  yfldemeo  enBsusmaling
oeNSEMSH. 2 Levenalsd  OLEWIMHAYLD,
LEIHEMaNs)  QUERTERITEA|D  euTIpLD b
bRIMSHEMNST e eyl GuTFTLLEIS
SIUW|LD, FWPSTWSHHD DieuTH6T 6IHTOQBM

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

oEHD  HBBHEOBMETUID  HEVTLLTEULDTUI
QeuefiuBeueionty QusESHT. SHmmm
MBEBEDDHEGH Fb LOANHHBBTR SBISHTTLD
Ca1BsHsl, GELUSHM] BT6| Sliefss
Gouemwi(hOeIM H[HHHme RHHenFliLL LD
suelLMISSHIBDS).

@UuL GNHs N SBeohGIEDTWT
Lews@l e urwed GLmeil — Sewny
(opmEiIdevid) etein  HewgliuLd  Hemyul Ll
ulLgl.  SHwuyed  Nwiedder  Ampliumest
BusssHH0 BiesHs @UULSHeT  BTWE
afleomfl eveuTmI @FnETs 199760 Fwbs
BloemEHETeET  CameLa  &Genml  allhd
emedtll  @QUDDIT.

1993-b ouemi(h BLHS @F 2 _6WI6NIDF
FOUMSMS  PLLenLWnsd  Qsmeni(h
a(hHslIUlL HengiuLd @&l Ouewt o L
6060 LIMHGEH DLEWITHS HETENET 2 _6WI(HLD
leeurm  NFTeRiLest. uTeTOHD Dimiene Fd
Femad@ e anmjBumer Gxyl Qubmis
OarenigmbHOTT. Spememl SHfldhs  LgT
ewiLest  etadim  Quuifled  6T160GEVT(HEEGHLD
SHIENE  DLEWITH  SIHLWTEND  HTLIgH
QamenEpd eerm, Geverm eTeIEID  GlLI6TT
il  STHe0  euwlubGSmTy.  esen,
AymemiLer @@ Lymeterd Qe eTeim)
Osfbs Un@b Gevermad LNymesmiLenest
aBLYSDTET. D6UTH 2 _6wTend  [Hlen6v
Oaflweuy wHM Spewr HewwUTEG6mT  eevIT
ymeniLenest LTedlwlsd LIsOTSHSTILD GFuig)
seualFwd  Geuefuled OCFflba  alGHGLT
aIm LWSH0 Garaimid elBHalsme.

1993 BLHS o WIenDF FLOLeUSHH 6o
S UNed si(hdbasliu L @luLld Geuef
wrer Up@ oGwfléesTaled ureluwsd S
ureienouleonflest  UTHISTIL, DIBISSHTFLD
N6 UL Goaibd eueIulLgl. i
MG STTEWIOTS MBS @QUULLD D6l
aUTeRTeMaTET  fMbsH USSHIL  LILEBISHEH60
ainTes Capiey GeuiwiulLgl.

oiFaLImY (SOWD) ‘@UULD @ Fup
STWHHE S50 elan AV PSSCHTH
OaTLEIGADTT QusSGHhT alsBarad. LelT-
ol @miF euGnied Hevev LAIGUET 616
&5 FHAT eID SITGSHIF Fmieue,
Lo H6MaT60 QLETIEITES MWD &([HEIHS
elphal UL QFHTLEIGSHDE. SO
BFiba GUTGILD Sieueid BLEHMSUND &b
Bxpad OHTENIL HFeUTHSHOT  Di6Uen6T
Geueiuied SiemitifelBéaimeny. Quemt o -
MLSHB, BOSWIULD FHETME  Hb-
MG SlgHB STWILGSIHDTT. LOGHSHSIEUD
menuiled FHATMHEG OCQUWSHST  6IITEILD
Hmpriens @mauflar BLy S sdng.
ailLenL el QeuefCuwy eumLeT Q-
i elbdmrer. Hmmrimaulan s gn
ULSgnlgwl  UBM BeieTe0HM6T 61T
O&mewiL et Bifeumenid’ sleignid  GLiesst
euiTa  LMMILD  Simienen  SdlFmes  QFuig)
Oametdmmer. Quewmiewime TPW  FHATT,
BMENEHTT  RHEUMET BHTHEVHSH| LOGIHS
Qaretdmmer. Hmwewt eumpelsd FHUH6
Bx1h samer Gurain HHBEIMBHEN
GWoRWTensCWT(H 2 _MIPHSE  ITIDAISD
@Ww, urelwed CrTUINBHS SHETHHISH
OameTeusn@GL  aufsrpuiryl  Rmed
o1y @spdlmiuied  scerfls  Czmpy
Qoo spFymalsal @ELUSHMmIF Fb
Hoal shFymalen uredwed Hfly U
FTIhBH 6THILUSHTL  BH6D  SiauEHemL U
GOO  e1gladleoene 616 el @GE D
a1y, GBLUSHEIBD  FHATTEmen Qe
IS JOMIBEETETEHD UbGHaD SienLd
GUTM6OT .

FHATT T (GHBLOUSHSINTH HTewIol
GO oD FHmS  BohHaEIGEDT].
SUBSG BMHF FLmEG QFuw FHAFT
WeTUBHAMTT. SpuUlEID 2enTIOSHSH6T  Did-
men  eTHTEESWEN. SHwFSUleT FLMEI
denen  oibg  aFflenu 15 BlenmGeum
MIEDTT. WEB6T FHATTENeU DLUTFLOTEHLI
Bus spsaIs Garain elGHsiper.
&BF FHLP6V60 H(HBEINDBH6MNET UTLHEHMB
Wmmulsd 2 66Nl Siauevdms FHHfldbEHL1D
wpdwurs GUULLD 2 _6Tengl.

3510 LUEHWD UTTESELD

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Asemy 27, 2007

-21-

66U DM

“THI5 PAGE I3 WRITTEN BY YOUTHS FOR '1'I]T5 OF ALL RGES - IT 3 l]l[ TURD

Teen Pregnancy
Exposed ...Again

This issue has been discussed, debated,
researched and butchered to no end, and has
become a bit of a cliché topic, but there can
never be too much publicity on something so
serious and evident in society today. Teen
pregnancy is not openly addressed by tradi-
tionalists. It is neither acknowledged nor
accepted, and probably never will be.

I was exposed to teen pregnancy in high
school for the first time — a few of my school-
mates, most of them a few years younger than
1, became pregnant — obviously so, and attend-
ed classes with protruding bellies. They were
stared at, mocked, ridiculed and talked about
by some, but overall accepted by most. One of
them even read a prayer in mass in front of the

entire school in her 8t month of pregnancy.
Teachers never discussed this with their stu-
dents — it was ignored and completely forgot-
ten. It was almost as if people were looking
past and denying the fact that she was preg-
nant at age 15. I understand the reasoning
behind allowing young girls like these to con-
tinue their education: mistakes happen, but
that does not mean that they should be

-Thusha Tharmalingam-

expelled from school for it, right? Wrong.
Mistakes happen, but what if they reoccur a
second and third time? Not one or two, but
three of these students became pregnant again
still in their teenage years. Sure, it is a catholic
school in which unconditional love is empha-
sized and acceptance of people’s mistakes are

especially women — lack confidence and fool-
ishly believe that they will be loved by their
partner only if they have sexual intercourse
with him/her. There is something very wrong
about people that young having sex, especial-
ly when most of these teens are engaged in
active and regular sex lives.

Not many people like to admit what they
are going to read next: Teen pregnancy hap-
pens among Tamils too. Pregnancy out of
wedlock in young Tamil women is hidden and
buried quite well — why go through the humil-
iation and social ridicule when we have abor-
tion? In this sense, I guess it is fair to say that
those young women who do go through with
their pregnancies and give birth to their babies
are really to be admired for owning up to the
consequences of their actions.

Pregnancy among teenagers should not
only be adopted for moral reasons, but also for
good health in general. Teenage mothers are
putting not only themselves in danger, but
their child as well. Stats Canada reported in
their 1997 Canadian statistics: “Children of
teenagers are more likely to have low birth
weights, and to suffer the associated health
problems. Pregnant teens themselves are also
at greater risk of health problems, including,
for example, anemia, hypertension, renal dis-
ease, eclampsia and depressive disorders. As
well, teenagers who engage in unprotected sex
are putting their own health at risk of sexually
transmitted infections”.

Most teenage parents are also not very
economically established. Sure, some have

Teenage mothers are putting not only themselves

in danger, but their child as well.

encouraged, but when it happens more than
once, it goes past ‘mistake’ and becomes plain
stupidity.

It is a domino effect — once one person
does it and gets away with it, the rest follow
suit. Many psychologists and researchers have
attempted to discover the root of this problem
and some found that teenage mothers were
either psychologically and emotionally dis-
turbed, or just plain careless. Men and women
that young do not always consider the long
term effects of their action and simply act on
their immediate, short term desires. Some —

parents who are willing to assist financially;
but generally, teenagers do not always have
the funds to provide a child with a comfortable
home. In all aspects, the child is most likely to
be born into a disadvantaged situation in com-
parison to being conceived by an older, mar-
ried couple. I read many articles on teenage
pregnancy and almost all of the authors rein-
force the importance of using contraceptives,
and having protected sex, but not many seem
to realize that the simplest and best way of]
avoiding teenage pregnancy is total absti-
nence.

Neatly ironed pleaded blue skirt down to
the knees, blue sweater over the white shirt to
match the skirt. Black shoes well polished
from the morning, not a spot of dust from
recess. Standing at the farthest step of the
three big stairs staring up at the sky; the sky
never seemed so dark. All of a sudden as if a
major pipe line has blasted, came the water
pouring down. Part of us walked out wearing
the bright yellow rubber raincoat that was
sure to be owned by every child in the area.
Others had the fairies coming down with
dark black umbrellas, pulling up their sari’s
up to their knees as the water
level kept rising. Owning the
mind of a child, me and my
best friend just walked out into
the water fall as our teachers
screamed behind us...”wait till

amma comes and gets
you.” As we got
closer to the water

Mazhai Vaasanai

In the monsoon, even the air will hold on to
the rain in its breath. The minute you walk
out you would smell the rain on the leaves
still holding on to the drops of water that was
gifted, the grass that would still be wet from
the rain the day before. The rain’s life will
still be clinging on, thinking maybe it should
strike once more. You take a few steps and
earth will start speaking to you. The water
drenched earth will lift its character and shine
as its fragrance makes you close your eyes in
and just inhale. You run fro your sweater as
the rain comes down again and snuggle up
into bed. Sitting up in bed by
the window with the blanket
wrapped around you, watch-
ing the rain drops come down
drop by drop, as they sit on
the window sill refusing to hit
the ground, even the hot cup
of tea in your hands feel cold.
Everything around you is

nothing much
could be heard. Two
seconds in, we were

KANNI

kanni@vaikarai.com

locked out; it’s just the rain
and you.

drenched from head
to toe, the water rushed through our
socks into the black shoe. Every
step we took seemed to be met with
more dirt filled water. You can’t
see anything two steps ahead,
other than clear water. Half way
through came our mother, their

l pleads pulled up and tucked around
their waist, one hand holding half

dered if it’s walking or running as

the umbrella seemed to have it’s own

game of tag with the rain. “Couldn’t

you have waited for us...look your

both soaked up know. What are you

going to do when you get sick.”

Well the umbrella didn’t seem to do

of their sari up as their legs won-
much as it lost with the rain. We heard all we

After coming to Canada |
hardy find the time to enjoy the rain. One’s in
a blue moon, I seem to sit at the window once
again and watch the empty streets be
drenched. The minute the sky gets dark, we
run for our umbrella, and complain that the
day’s plan have gone to waste; that to on a
hot summer weekend, if it rains we would
start screaming for sure. Cursing the rain for
good we say. We just don’t have the patience
to look at the beauty of nature. We make our
kids sit at the window and sing “rain rain go
away, Come back another day.” You never
know when the rain will come. An hour or
two after it rains; there won’t be one sign that
the rain had just visited us. It’s not like half of
us even care...maybe if you own a house;
you might not have to water the plants in the
backyard for a day. Would have saved some

“rain rain go away, Come back another day.”

can and just giggled among ourselves as each
drenched piece of cloth was peeled off.

I was six years old than in Ooty. That’s
where I was studying at that time. Rain was
part of me. It brought so much happiness.
Just when it was pouring, reaching your
hands out through the small bars across the
window trying to catch a drop and the minute
it hits your palm, tiny hair on your hands will
stand up straight as you shiver for a second.

water... You never know. Be it snow or rain,
a leafless tree or empty path way surrounded
by trees...they all hold some beauty.

Sitting here writing my column, it is once
again dark like that day when I was six years
old. But here the streets are empty, the earth
and the roots of every small plant is waiting
for the arrival of the million drops to hit the
ground.

Tamil Identity Continues

In reading “Another View”, a response to the publication of
“Tamil Identity”, I realized the power we hold as journalists.
“Another View” certainly high-

lighted a few very interesting
arguments. Living in a demo-

-Ines

cratic society, we should always
be grateful for our right to voice our opinions, only then can we
truly practice our rights and freedom.

However, as journalists, I believe we have the utmost
responsibility to read and comprehend an article before criticiz-
ing the issues presented. First and foremost, it is undeniable that
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam is a politically motivated

organization. While, I intend not to justify every act committed
by the organization, the LTTE was founded upon the necessity
for Freedom of the Tamil people. The LTTE was an armed
resistance organization composed to prevent threats from the
Government of Sri Lanka. Violence seemed as though the only
means to continue fighting for the Freedom of Tamil people.
While the LTTE did resort to drastic measures at times during a
time of crisis such acts are only to be expected. However in
comparison to the acts committed by the GOSL against Tamil
Civilians, the LTTE has not attacked any civilian areas.

I find that it is a false claim that the gangs in Canada were
supported by the LTTE or by Tamil political parties in Sri
Lanka. The gangs in Canada were acting upon their own stupid-
ity. Furthermore, they had reasons of who was to hold the high-
est position in Canada, which gang was to be respected and
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feared in the community. Stories of gangs being related to
LTTE was fabricated by media and sadly accepted by Tamil
population. These conclusions were drawn by psychiatrists,
who relate the violence in Sri Lanka to the escalating violence
in Canada during the early 1990s.

Lastly, the definition of Tamil identity refers to the set of
characteristics and symbols that many Tamils regard as express-
ing their unique place and role in the world. I find Tamil identi-
ty in Canada is mistaken. We are seen as violent beings, we are
seen as terrorists. Our language, our food, our clothes all reveals
what our identity is. Whether we share these characteristics with
other cultures or countries is irrelevant. Each Tamil Canadian
has his/her own thoughts of what Tamil identity is but it certain-
ly does not include the fact that we are violent people.
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ITS Earth Day

By Salini Francis-Xavier

The first official Earth Day was on April

22, 1970, after United States Senator

Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin called for an
Envir-onmental Teach-in or Earth Day,
responding to a widespread environmen-
tal degradation.

"In 1990, two million Canadians joined
200 million people in 141 nations in cele-
brating the first International Earth Day. In
Canada, Earth Day has grown into Earth
Week and even Earth Month to accommo-
date the profusion of events and projects.
They range from large public events to the
thousands of small, private events staged
by schools, employee groups and commu-
nity groups," (earthday.ca)

One particular community group that
took a stand on Earth day, April 22, 2007,
was International Tamil Support (ITS), a
non-profit organization. A group of youth
members joined together on this boiling
afternoon and formulated an annual ITS
Earth Day event, where together they
cleaned up along Sheppard Ave, begin-
ning at Morningside Ave and all the way
down the sidewalks, roads and ditches, to
Markham Road.

Speaking to the participants, they
explained this event was necessary
because we are already living in a time
where we are facing global warming, due
to excessive pollution and disregard by
people, which only seems to be getting
worse. We have an obligation, not an
opportunity, to clean our environment, for

jarl & ThUskha'S 2 ceNTS

Average Janes making a
statement in Kollywood?

T: Lately, Kollywood has a flood of new, yet
bland and boring looking heroines who are
fortunate enough to bag roles with prominent
heroes. For example, Kamna Jethmalani acted
with Jeyam Ravi in Ithaya Thirudan; Jyothi-
rmayi acted with Sunder C in Thalainagaram,
Padmapriya was paired with Arya in Pattiyal,
and there are several more popular not-so-hot
actresses like Kadhal fame Sandya and Meera
Jasmine who have graced the screens in com-
mendable roles. In the past, unattractive
heroes were acceptable but when it came to
heroines, looks prevailed over talent.
Recently, however, there seem to be more
attractive male faces on screen than there are
female. I wonder if this is because directors
are now just taking what they can get or if' it’s
because an actress’s talent is actually being
held in higher regard than how sexy she looks.
If the latter is true, this is definitely a huge step

for Kollywood, the industry that is known to
be male dominated. What do you think the rea-
soning behind this influx of average Janes in
Kollywood is?

J: I would love to believe that Kollywood is
finally recognizing the talents of actresses and
giving them a chance based on talent, rather
then looks alone.. BUT it’s hard to accept that
fact when glamour plays such a huge role in
Tamil movies. The influx of average Janes is
due to the fact movies these days center
around village stories or want to present a real-
life experience (like Pattiyal) featuring simple
characters which fit these actresses. Just like
the extremely glamour phase which
Kollywood went thru a few years ago, where
every single movie featured the likes of
Malavika and Mumtaz, this is also a phase due
to the exceedingly popular trend of simple,
realistic movies. Enjoy the treat of real acting
because soon it will be gone and replaced,
once again, with actresses simply dancing in

not only the current but the future genera-
tions to come.

ITS aims to educate the public, espe-
cially the youth, that our environment is
precious and should be protected for our
own well-being. This non-profit organiza-
tion's clean-up event proved to the com-
munity that one person's deeds can go a
long way.

Passer-bys and other community
members also recognized the efforts of
ITS and sent their outmost appreciation
for such a commitment. Since this event
turned out to be a successful, they are
encouraging others to join them next year,
either as part of their team or on their own,
so0 we, as habitants of this land, can target
all corners of the Earth which needs our
outmost attention right now! It is our
responsibilty to keep our world clean, and
with more support and hands, anything is
possible.

For more information on International
Tamil Support Org.
contact itamils@gmail.com
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Tamil Identitty

I am a regular reader of Vaikarai’s “ITS
OUR TRUN”. While I was reading last weeks
“ITS OUR TRUN?", one of the title caught my
glance, it was “Tamil Identity” sub titled
“another view”. As | was reading the first
paragraph I liked the writers point about how
before we write an article we should analyze
and research. How we should know the rights
and wrongs. | found my self even more eager
to read the rest of the article, but the more |
read the article, the more confusion and upset
me got. I mean for the writer to use the title
TAMIL IDENTITY to talk about their politics
knowledge and differences shows their knowl-
edge in understanding and analyzing the title.

I’'ve read the original article that titled
“Tamil Identity”, that writer had a point to put
the title. Since the writer was talking about
Tamil gangs in Canada and how other commu-
nity is looking that as Tamil identity, make
senses, but when you want to show and edu-
cate the people with the history of our strug-
gle, I personally felt its an insult to Tamil when
you use her (Tamil) as a pray.

I had so many opportunities to write for
“ITS OUR TRUN?, but I never did, since I felt
I don’t have time and no reason to. After read-
ing this article I really wanted to write my
point of view on this article, since I have an
unlimited amount of love for Tamil. This is my
personal opinion.

First of all the article wasn’t quite clear on
its message to the readers. It seemed the writer
is not sure what Tamil Identity is about. A sim-
ple answer to the question “what is Identity?”
would be this: It is how one answers the ques-
tion “who/what are you?” or, my identity is
how I define who I am. There is times where
we answer, teacher, doctor, ECT. That’s iden-
tity of your profession, but when a random
person ask “who or what are you?”” a Chinese
would answer Chinese, a Russian would
answer Russian, an American would answer
American.

Personally when someone asks me
who/what are you. The first answer I say is “I
am Tamil.” If the person didn’t understand
then I say “I am from Sri Lanka / I am Sri
Lankan.”

For a civilization with out its own country,
its identity is its language. Our identity is
Tamil. The struggles and politics that been
going on for the past 30 or 40 years is not our
identity. That’s part of our history, not our
identity. Just because we have different opin-
ion in our back home politics doesn’t mean
you can use the title “Tamil identity” to get
your point across. I believe this been going on
for a long time in Canada, where us Tamils use
the words “Tamil identity” to control and con-
vert our people to their politics view.

My thoughts on “Tamil Identity” is where
we came from, we have an identity that dates
back almost 3000 years. Being one of the old-
est human race and language is our identity,
ong_of the best king’s world ever seen, the

m Foundation.

grate Raja Raja Solan, being Tamil kings is
Tamil’s identity. In the history of Humankind
Tamil’s having the first navy force is a Tamil’s
identity. Thirukural and Thiruvalluvar is
Tamils identity. Mahakavi Bharathiar gave an
identity to Tamil. This is what Tamil identity
is. Sari and barathnatium is part of our culture.
I guess the writer didn’t get though in Tamil,
like the way, the mentors thought back home
politics. We Tamils came from the same
Dravidian clang as most of other Indians. In
the historical past Proto-Dravidian was spoken
throughout India. When the Turanians and the
Aryans came to India through the Khyber and
the Bolan Passes respectively, and mingled
with the local population of the North, the
North Indian languages of Proto-Dravidian
origin changed to a great extent. As a conse-
quence Praakrit and Paali emerged as the lan-
guages of the masses in the northern part of
India. Many common linguistic features are
still discernible among these Dravidian lan-
guages. Some five thousand words are com-
mon to these languages. Many grammatical
forms are common. The overwhelming influ-
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ence of Sanskrit scholars and the indiscrimi-
nate borrowing of Sanskrit words resulted in
the emergence of Kannada and Telugu as dis-
tinct languages from Tamil some fifteen hun-
dred years ago.

The influence of Sanskrit on Malayalam
language came to be felt only about eight cen-
turies ago, and therefore, the areas of differ-
ence between Tamil and Malayalam are not
many. Tamil was the language of bureaucracy,
of literati and of culture for several centuries in
Kerala. In fact, fifteen centuries ago the rulers
of Kerala were all Tamils. This is the reason
most of India wear Sari and practice baratha-
natium.

History teaches us how we were and what
we did. History is to learn the mistakes, keep
the goods and improve the weakness. Back
home war witch started as a war of justice and
rights, like most wars got cropped and manip-
ulated along its path. Every back home gangs
and clubs had the same goal or said they did.
We didn’t want to be where we are now, but
it’s our faith that we are where we are, instead
of complain and dividing Tamils like we
always did, for once why can’t we unite and
voice our opinion together? I am not saying
get in to politics or choose sides. Politics is not
the only way we can change the world. Every
one of us just should do what we think is the
right thing and way to unite our people and
live in peace and harmony like how we did
thousands of years ago. Don’t cropped the
youth with your own pasts and believes. Live
the present and CHANGE THE FUTURE!-

-GBS SLlpLOMEDT
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“Stop blaming our
ancestors”

Last Saturday my friend told me that the
vice Chancellor of Jaffna University will be in
Toronto for a lecture at the University of
Toronto. I was extremely excited to meet him
since | had heard that he was the only man in
Sri Lanka to have obtained a double PhD. I
cancelled all my plans for that evening in order
to attend this lecture. The topic of the day was
“Education and Ethnic Conflict in Sri Lanka”.

Mr. Ratnajeevan Hoole walked onto the
stage and introduced himself to the crowd of
200 people who were eagerly waiting to hear
what he had to say. He began his lecture by
stating the following:*“My mandate is to speak

-Selvan Balasingam-

on the educational scene in Sri Lanka as it per-
tains to Tamils. To give a complete picture I
have printed my talk and will read only rele-
vant sections to give more time for discus-
sion.” “Unfortunately” by the time he got to
the end of his “relevant sections,” it was time
for us to empty the building due to another
event occurring immediately afterwards.

He began by explaining how the Sinhalese
have a Nazi (superiority) mind set towards the
Tamil people. His examples were both based
on Hindu and Buddhist mythologies, demon-
strating how the Sinhalese used religion as a
weapon against Tamils in the1930’s.

About Tamils he went on to speculate how
oppressive they would have been, had they
secured political power. He indicated that we
Tamils and Sinhalese are cut from the same
cloth. The example he used for the oppressive
nature of the Tamils was the caste system pre-
vailing among the Tamils It clearly showed
how superfluous is his knowledge of the social
and political forces in the Tamil society. The
caste system that Tamils abide by is clearly a
problem we need to solve. The caste system
presents social restriction and social stratifica-
tion, enforced by either law or common prac-
tice, based on endogamy, occupation, econom-
ic status, race, ethnicity, etc. and it exists
everywhere in the world although it might be
called differently from place to place, but the
concept is the same. Caste system emerged in
our society since the time of our ancestors’. It
was occupation and economic status based
which determined what caste each family was
from. As history took different forms, so did
the caste system; a system defined by the
occupation and economic status soon stayed
with families even if their occupation or eco-
nomic status changed over time.

The big question that rose at the confer-
ence was why and how would the caste system
be a problem for a country or state to function?
Since the vice consular didn’t even have time
to complete his “relevant sections” as well as
the promised discussion, the question had to be
put aside by the curious minds.

The Tamil community looks at education
and knowledge as the same thing. Mr.
Ratnajeevan Hoole is a brilliant scholar, but
that doesn’t mean he has the knowledge about
politics nor history. His lecture did not even
address the issue of education during conflict
which was meant to be one of the main topics
at this conference, as the title claims.

Finally after informing the audience with a
long-unclear political history, he managed to
address the education issue. His opening sen-
tence about education was

“Sri Lanka has had very high achieve-
ments in education. For example Batticalloa

College was the first modern western colle-
giate institution in Asia established in 1823 by
the America Ceylon Mission”.

He went on to inform the audience of
some more achievements by Sri Lankans. He
compared the education standard of both
Tamils and Sinhalese people. His research
conclusion was that the Sinhalese people, par-
ticularly men, were far more literate than
Tamils. His believed that this was due to the
Buddhism’s tradition of learning, greater
friendliness to women and rejection of caste.
This clearly shows the lack of knowledge on
Tamil’s history this Tamil Electoral Scholar
has. Tamil’s history is very ancient and one of
the first lesson we were taught through school
books and mythic stories were be obedient,
have enormous love and compassion for the
others and to love above all the Mother, the
motherhood, hence women are the first person
we learn to love, respect and protect. Even
though he managed to present us with lots of
charts and numbers about the lack of proper
education system in Sri Lanka, most of them
weren’t current. He also mentioned that the
north-east universities have little freedom and
there is a Nandhi (bull-god) “that adorns
strangely and unfittingly the emblem of Jaffna
University.” These were his words. For a per-
son who got double PhD he was unaware that
Nandhi is there for more than one “Fitting”
reason; University of Jaffna was originally
called Parameshwara College. Parameshwara
College had a Temple for Lord Siva, which is
still there at Jaffna University now. That’s the
main reason for Nandhi to be used in the
emblem, since Nandhi is Lord Siva’s favorite
animal. The most valid fact would be: Jaffna
districts’ flag is Nandhi, so it’s only relevant to
have Nandhi as the symbol of the university.

The schools were in fact started as an insti-
tution by the Christian missionary and this is a
proven fact. Since there were restrictions for
the Hindus to join these schools naturally they
wanted to have Hindu schools, and don’t for-
get all this happened during the British rule.
The so-called religious “conflicts” were there
only among the upper echelons of the Tamils
competing for favors from the British. The
poor masses did not have time for this luxury.

The title was “Education and Ethnic con-
flict in Sri Lanka”, so it’s only appropriate to
at least try to find solutions for it. For either
Education or Ethnic conflict to end, first we
need to create a democratic environment and
country. This will only occur if both sides
decide to endure it. For a democracy to enter
our island, we need to appoint more knowl-
edgeable people to the task.

Just because someone is educated, it does-
n’t mean they are knowledgeable. We need to
understand there is a difference between edu-
cation and knowledge. With education comes
the knowledge of that field, not all fields. In
our history, we have been converted to many
beliefs and have been influenced many times.
Right now the question is what are we going to
do? Are we going to keep blaming each other’s
for our past mistake or unify ourselves and
work together in order to rise up to the top
again like our ancestors? We believe that the
world is in student/youth’s hands, but are you
willing to let them have it? Are you willing to
let them change it? Are you willing to give
them a chance? Are you willing to listen to
them? When our society decides to give them
the chance and trust them, then there will be
HOPE.
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On the Sports Curve

Can you feel the pressure? Before we talk
Raptors, the nba coach of the year with a first
ballot 49 votes, Raptors coach Sam Mitchell.
Upon questioned the Raptors coach humbly
accepted the award and cited that it wasn’t a
single man’s effort it was the all the coaching
staff, the Raptors and the management. The
Saturday afternoon game was a big one and
the sneaky New Jersey Nets came in wearing
red and a comment by Richard Jefferson say-
ing he likes the support from the Raptor fans
because as a Raptor nation they also wore red.

-Reagan Levermany -

|

The Raptors are in unchartered territory with
two playoff games under their belt they seem
up to the challenge. The first game was a first
for most of the Raptors who never played in a
playoff game before look to veterans like
Rasho Nastrovic to give some guidance.
Rasho, a member of the championship team in
San Antonio played calm under the pressure
and producing as usual. Mean while in game
one the Raptors, all star Chris Bosh picked up
two quick fouls and wasn’t a big impact in the
first half although he rallied to help the
Raptors with 22 points and 5 rebounds but it
wasn’t enough. The Rapotrs did a good job
removing Vince Carter from game 1 of the
equation but lost focus of the other two stars
on the Nets team. Kidd, who almost averaged
a triple double and Jefferson who played
superb lifted the Nets to take game one from
the Raptors in a best of seven series.

Tuesday night’s game two was a must win
game for the Raptors because they couldn’t
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lose two at home and go into hostile territory
in New Jersey to verse off the Nets. The
Raptors played liked of old, working as a team
and making the extra pass to get everyone in
the mix. With a 89-83 Raptor victory, big

Raptor production coming from Anthony
Parker scoring 26 and Chris Bosh scored 25
points to lift the Raptors. As much as the
Raptor fans are into the game similarly the
Nets fans are as well and they will let the
Raptors know about it when they get to Jersey.

Well since the Raptors lost one at home, they
definitely need to steal one at New Jersey or
they well be in a sudden death situation play-
ing game five.
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"Dedicated and determined to provide the best results for your personal injury claims"
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Canadian Tamils' Chamber of Commerce Award ceremony

BEST ENTREPRENEUR AWARD - 2007
INNOVATIVE DETAILING SERVICES INC.
Sinnadurai Jeyakumar, Sriram Sivagnanam and
Sundaramoorthy Vinayagamoorthy
Alankar Décor
WOMAN ENTREPRENEUR AWARD - 2007
LOGI MARIATHASAN
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE - 2007
SANTHA PANCHALINGAM
(Santha's Electrical and Plumbing Services)
MOST OUTSTANDING
PROFESSIONAL AWARD - 2007
I. FRANCIS XAVIER

MOST OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY
SERVICE PERSONS AWARD - 2007
FRANK AND PUSHPA SEEVARATNAM
YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR
AWARD - 2007
BHARATHY MATHEESWARAN

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR
STATE FARM IS THERE.”

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE"’

For all your Auto, Home and
Life Insurance needs see
State Farm Agent

Tel: 905-336-0762,
Fax: 905-336-5653

Email: jeff.wright.j916@statefarm.com
5515 North Service Rd, Entry Level

Jeff Wright, Agent Burlington, ON L6L 6G4

Baskaran Thiyagarajah, Service
Tel: 416-999-2774

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE ™

statefarm.ca
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For more information contact

Your local newspaper

A-Z DRIVERS WANTED

NEW CUSTOMERS = NEW EXPERI-
ENCED DRIVERS! McArthur Express
"Trucking's Best Kept Secret" is at it
again. We are looking for 3 experi-
enced single highway drivers & 1
regional driver to join our team. We
also require one Owner Operator
(TEAM) to run the West Coast & one
Regional/Local Owner Operator. Only
those FAST approved with an excel-
lent record need apply. Call now to
find out more. 1-800-668-9691 Ext.
501. www.McArthurExpress.com.
Located in Cambridge, ON.

AUCTIONS

MARINA CLOSEOUT AUCTION
for Rideau Houseboat Rentals & Fun-
A-Float, Portland, Ontario. Saturday
May 5, 10:00am, 6 houseboats &
over 20 fishing/pleasure boats to sell
unreserved. Up to 25 more house-
boats available, plus boating supplies,
equipment, etc. WWW.
GORDONSESTATESERVICES.COM
or Toll-Free 1-800-267-2206.

AUTOMOTIVE

MOTOR VEHICLE dealers in Ontario
MUST be registered with OMVIC. To
verify dealer registration or seek
help with a complaint, Vvisit
www.omvic.on.ca or 1-800-943-6002.
If you're buying a vehicle privately,
don't become a curbsider's victim.
Curbsiders are impostors who pose as
private individuals, but are actually in
the business of selling stolen or dam-
aged vehicles.

BUSINESS OPPS.

A+ ENTREPRENEURS, BUSINESS
OWNERS, LEADERS, MOMS &
OTHERS WANTED... Full-Time/Part-
Time. Cash in on the lucrative "Save
The Planet" Global Warming Market!
Call Now (24 hours)! Toll-Free 1-800-
914-9633.

FULL TIME BUSINESS! Lucrative
Hobby? Or want to learn new
skills? Professional Seatweaving is
your answer. For information
www.beseated.ca or call toll free 1-
866-315-1641.

$$$ MAKE FAST CASH. Driveway
Sealing Systems, Line Painters, Hot
Boxes, Hot Pour Crack Machines,
Blowers, Edgers, Asphalt Preservative
Products. Call Toll-free 1-800-465-
0024. Visit: www.protectasphalt.com.

No license required. For Sale By
Owner Real Estate Marketing
Services distributorship. Turnkey for
under $2,000 will not interfere with
present employment. New to Canada.
Be amazed! 519-238-1619.

PET LOVERS join Multi Menu, Free
Home Delivery Pet Food &
Accessories, marketing and
support, no royalties, exclusive territo-
ries, 150 franchises in Canadal
www.multimenu.ca, Call 905-849-
4039, Toll-Free 1-877-462-0056.

SUCCESS IN 2007. Breathtaking
opportunity, will not interfere with pres-
ent employment. Mfg seeking distribu-
tors, no inventory, no selling, no fran-
chise fees. True cash biz. Territories
available for 1st time. F/T - P/T,
secured investment of $12,500. Call
1-877-217-0507.

YOUR OWN PET FOOD BUSINESS,
turnkey for under $10K. For more
information Call Toll-Free 1-877-738-
3287 Ext. 217 or (604) 518-7706 or
visit www.ripleesranch.com.

WANTED

WANTED: OLD TUBE AUDIO EQUIP-
MENT. 40 years or older. Amplifiers,
Stereo, Recording and Theatre Sound
Equipment. Hammond organs. Any
condition, no floor model consoles.
Call Toll-Free 1-800-947-0393 / 519-
853-2157.

CAREER TRAINING

BE EMPLOYABLE WITH PROFES-
SIONAL TRAINING. KRTS INC. offers
Certified Instruction in; AZ, Heavy
Equipment, Forklift, Dispatch,
skid Steer. 1-800-771-8171 or
www.krway.com.

EARN YOUR CAREER DIPLOMA
with affordable at home training
programs with STRATFORD
CAREER INSTITUTE. Over 50 pro-
grams are available. Call Toll-Free 1-
800-363-0058 ext.7857 or Vvisit
www.sci-online.com/OCNA15.

EDUCATIONAL OPPS.

MARITIME DRILLING SCHOOLS
entry-level training for land and
offshore oilrigs. Excellent wages, ben-
efits and opportunities to travel
the world. May 28 - June 16, 2007 /
June 25 - July 14, 2007. Information
contact: 1-866-807-3960,
www.mdslimited.ca.

EMPLOYMENT OPPS.

AMISSION, A CAREER. Canada's tax
watchdog group has openings in our
fundraising program. Commission
paid weekly. Passion to excel? Info
line 1-866-443-6020. Interviews CALL
1-800-667-7933.

$$$ ATTENTION CHOCOLATE $3$$.
Here's a great opportunity to make
extra income by selling chocolate bars
and new products. Managers Wanted.
Fundraising services available. Call
now: 1-800-383-3589

GROWING ALBERTA GM dealer 2
hours north of Edmonton now hiring
additional journeyman GM techni-
cians. Earn up to $37.50 per hour in a
very busy environment with unlimited
earning potential. Moving expenses
are available. Reply with resume to:
whitecapmotors@gmcanada.com or
phone  780-849-2600. Attention:
Service Manager.

GS CRUSHING LTD. seeks crusher
Foremen and experienced Crushing
Personnel to work mobile aggregate
operations  throughout southern
Alberta. Accommodations supplied!
Fax  403-568-1327 or email:
edbom@southrock.ca.

LICENSED AUTOMOTIVE TECHNI-
CIAN REQUIRED for busy GM dealer
in Squamish. GM experience pre-
ferred. Please respond to: Service
Manager, PO Box 361, Squamish BC,
V8B 0A6. Fax: 604-898-2278, or
squamish@gardnerautogroup.com.

MOUNTAIN PARK LODGES in the
ROCKY MOUNTAINS OF Jasper
National Park, Alberta has front desk,
central reservations, maintenance,
guest services driver, line cook,
dishwasher, security, server and
housekeeper positions available
immediately. We offer accommoda-
tion, benefits, bonus & more. E-mail
hire@mpljasper.com, Fax 780-852-
5813, www.mpljasper.com.

OILRIG EMPLOYMENT / WESTERN
CANADA. Atlantic Petroleum Training
College. Nova Scotia Dept. Education
registered. Entry-level floorhand
(roughneck) and Swamper (assistant
truck driver/rigger) certification pro-
grams. Quality hands-on training on
a fully operational oilrig, oilfield
trucks and trailers relocated from
Alberta. Graduates wanted by
Western contractors. All necessary
certifications issued. Guaranteed oil-
field job placement service on location
for graduates. HRDC funding may be
available. Phone: 1-888-442-0116;
www.aptcollege.com.

PHONE DISCONNECTED? Low
rates! Paying too much? Switch
for free! Only $39.95/month and
low connection feel Phone
Factory Reconnect 1-877-336-2274;
www.phonefactory.ca.

EMPLOYMENT OPPS.

PHONE DISCONNECTED? Super
Special: only $21.95 for first month
plus hook up fee. Everyone welcome.
Guaranteed approval. Free long dis-
tance package. Call Easy Reconnect
now 1-877-446-5877.

WANTED EXPERIENCED AUTOMO-
TIVE painter. Will consider 2nd/3rd
year apprentice. Large shop with mod-
ern paint facilities. Excellent wages
and benefits. Fax resume 780-826-
7407. Phone 780-826-2416. Ask for
Joe/Paul.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

BELOW BANK RATES! $$$ 1st &
2nd & Construction Mortgages, Lines
of Credit... 95-100% Financing.
Poor credit & bankruptcies OK. No
income verification plans. Call Jim
Potter, Homeguard Funding Ltd. Toll-
Free 1-866-403-6639, email: jim.
potter@hughes.net.

DEBT STRESS? Consolidate &
lower payments by 30-40%. End
those phone calls & the worry.
Avoid bankruptcy. Contact us for a No-
Cost Consultation. Online:
www.mydebtsolution.com or Toll-Free
1-877-556-3500

FOR SALE

#1 HIGH SPEED INTERNET $18.95/
Month. Absolutely no ports are
blocked. Unlimited Downloading. Up
to S5Mps Download and 800Kbps
Upload. ORDER TODAY AT
www.acanac.ca or CALL TOLL-FREE:
1-866-281-3538.

AFREE TELEPHONE SERVICE - Get
Your First Month Free. Bad Credit,
Don't Sweat It. No Deposits. No Credit
Checks. Call Freedom Phone Lines
Today Toll-Free 1-866-884-7464.

NEW LOADED COMPUTER ONLY
99 cents/day! EVERYONE'S
APPROVED*. Get a loaded MDG
Computer right to your doorstep from
only 99 cents/day. Includes everything
you need: 1 GB RAM, 250GB HD, 19"
LCD Flat Panel, Windows Vista &
more; plus get a FREE*
Printer/Scanner/Copier (*Call for con-
ditions) 1-800-236-2504.

SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00 -
Convert your LOGS TO VALUABLE
LUMBER with your own
Norwood portable band sawmill. Log

skidders also available. www.
norwoodindustries.com - FREE
Information: 1-800-566-6899
Ext:4000T

SUPERIOR AMUSEMENTS LIQUI-
DATION SALE. Hardwood 4x8 or
4 1/2x9 upscale pool tables. All
Accessories  included. Regular
$6,999.00. NOW ON  SALE
for $2,499.00, limited availability.
Contact Henri at 1-800-528-7913,
Www.superioramusements.com.

PERSONALS

CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal it with a
PARDON! Need to enter the U.S.?
Get a 5 year WAIVER! Call for a free
brochure. Toll-free 1-888-9-PARDON
or 905-459-9669.

HAVING TROUBLES GETTING
DATES ON YOUR OWN? Let us intro-
duce you to people who are at the
same stage in life as you! Misty River
Introductions (416) 777-6302, (705)
734-1292, www.mistyriverintros.com.

STOP SMOKING IN ONE VISIT -
Doctor directed, 20 years experience.
Safe & Painless, diet & weight loss
points included. Guidance/support
provided. Information package & sec-
ondary program included. Inquire
about home group & corporate work
plans. Laser Concept Therapy. CALL
TODAY Toll-Free 1-888-326-0002,
www.laserconcept.ca.

VACATION/TRAVEL

ONTARIO'S PREMIER COTTAGE
RENTAL AGENCY offering
privately owned waterfront cottages
from basic to luxury, providing
you with a true "cottage experience".
All cottages fully equipped, www.

cottagevacations.com, 1-877-218-
5370.
RIVERBOAT CRUISING - &t

Lawrence & Ottawa River. The
hassle free way to travel. Unpack
once, relax & enjoy. Included: Shore
excursions, great meals & nightly
entertainment. 3,5 & 6 nights. Private
Staterooms. From $995. DIAL-A-
BROCHURE 1 (800) 267-7868.
www.StLawrenceCruiseLines.com.

TIMESHARE RESALES -- 60-80% off
Retaill Best Resorts & Seasons!
Call for FREE Timeshare Magazine!
1-800-496-5964. Browse online for
over 400 worldwide properties --
www.holidaygroup.com/ocn

TIMESHARE RESALES - Sell-Buy-
Rent. World's largest timeshare resale
broker. Stroman Realty - since 1979.
Worldwide selection of resort proper-
ties. Call today toll-free 1-800-201-
0864.

HELP WANTED

DALBAR IS A LEADING FINANCIAL
SERVICES RESEARCH FIRM. We
are currently seeking individuals (age
21-54) to participate in our branch visit
study. Incentive - $100. Please apply
online http://participate.dalbar.ca.

DOG LOVERS! Enjoy a healthy &
profitable career as a professional dog
trainer. Government accredited pro-
gram-student loans and grants. Ben
Kersen & The Wonderdogs.
www.wonderdogs.bc.ca, 1-800-961-
6616.

FULL/PART-TIME RESP SALES
AGENTS URGENTLY NEEDED!
Due to Free Grants from the Federal
Government, one of Canada's
Leading Registered Education
Savings Plan (RESP) providers is
experiencing EXPLOSIVE GROWTH.
Excellent marketing support. FREE
TRAINING. Car a must. Call Toll-
Free 1-866-323-RESP (7377), Fax: 1-
866-355-RESP, Email:
Heritage_Plan@ON.AIBN.COM

NIAGARA FALLS GENTLEMEN'S
CLUB searching for Exotic Dancers.
Transportation, Training, safe and
clean accommodations available.
Excellent pay. Agents welcome.
Please call Domenic 905-321-6168.

SUMMER JOBS - Get away for a fun
summer... 150 cooking and kitchen
positions available at summer camps
across Ontario. Free room and board.
June to Labour Day. www.gb.on.ca.

LEGAL SERVICES

Wrongfully dismissed! Are you entitled
to a severance package? Know your
rights! Experienced, knowledgeable
lawyers-Free consultation-Marvin A.
Gorodensky P.C.-lawyers-call Toll
Free: 1-866-258-4821.

MOBILE HOMES

DSH MANUFACTURED/MOBILE
Homes now CSA approved for Import
from US. Why Pay Retail? Purchase
Wholesale! Custom homes ready to
ship in 6 weeks. Call 1-866-476-7871

SKILLED HELP WANTED

ALBERTA BASED concrete company
seeking immediate employment for
CONCRETE FORM SETTERS &
CONCRETE FINISHERS for the 2007
construction season. Room & board
paid. Fax: 780-488-3002, Attn:
Claudio 780-444-7103.

SERVICES

CLEAR criminal records with the
National Pardon Centre. Your peace
of mind guaranteed. Remove barriers
to employment, travel, more. Free
consultations. 1-866-242-2411. Apply
online: www.nationalpardon.org.
Member: Better Business Bureau.

CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD.
Free Pardon & U.S. Entry
Waiver Assessment. A record affects
employment, travelling and
other necessities. Apply online
www.canadianpardons.ca or Call 1-
800-298-5520..

MORTGAGES
A BELOW BANK RATE, 1st &
2nd Mortgages, 95% to 100%

Financing, Debt Consolidation, Self-
employed Specialists, All Credit Types
considered, X-Bankrupts. CALL
TODAY  1-800-225-1777, www.
homeguardfunding.com, EST. 1983.

LARGE FUND---Borrowers Wanted.
Start saving hundreds of dollars today!
We can easily approve you by phone.
1st, 2nd or 3rd mortgage money is
available right now. Rates start at
Prime. Equity counts. We don't rely on
credit, age or income. CALLANYTIME
1-800-814-2578 or 905-361-1153.
Apply online at www.capitaldirect.ca

MORTGAGES - FREE INFORMA-
TION - INSTANT PRE-APPROVALS
BY PHONE FOR ALL PROPERTY
TYPES. Bank turndowns OK,
Bankruptcies OK, No/Low Income OK.
1st, 2nd, 3rd Mortgages,
Construction/Renovations, Debt
Consolidations, Purchases,
Refinancing. Easy Low Monthly
Payments. Good/Bad Credit. If you
have sufficient "Equity" ... YOU'RE
APPROVED!! Servicing Ontario for
over 20 years. CALL Toll-Free: 1-866-
996-8226 - Seven Days a Week

"Anytime." New Haven Mortgage
Corporation.
SINKING IN DEBT? 1st, 2nd &

3rd Mortgages. If you have Bruised
Credit - Bank Turndowns - Debt
Consolidation - Refinancing - Self
Employed - Power of Sale - Past
Bankrupt. We can lend a Hand.
www.canadalend.com Toll-free 1 (866)
i CAN LEND (1-866-422-6536) CALL
NOW!

PAY TELEPHONE SERVICES

30 YEARS OF PSYCHIC experience
with Yolanda, Francine and Rebecca.
Specialty: Numerology, Tarot,
Medium, Astrology. Learn the truth
about your future concerning LOVE,
HEALTH, MONEY. This call may
change your future. 18+ $3.79/min.
24/7 (FREE MINUTES) Talk live 1-
900-451-1818.

LIVE READING, LOVE* MONEY*
CAREER*. The best
Canadian Psychics 1-900-451-5756,
$2.85/minute. Bell Mobility dial # tarot
(82768), $2.79/min. 18+ Webcam
Reading, www.mediumcanada.com.

STEEL BUILDINGS

ALLIED STEEL BUILDINGS FOR
SALE - Heavy industrial I-BEAM
BUILDINGS with Canada stamped
drawings. Delivery in as little as 6
weeks. Call 1-877-99-STEEL (7-
8335). Ask for Jerry.

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS
Durable, Dependable, Pre-engi-
neered, All-Steel Structures. Custom-
made to suit your needs and require-
ments. Factory-Direct affordable
prices. Call 1-800-668-8653 ext. 170
for free brochure.

STEEL BUILDING SALE...
Three week delivery or deposit
holds till JUNE 30. 25'x40'x14' $8,400.
32'x50'x18"' $14,400. Some
freight included. MANY OTHERS!
Pioneer 1-800-668-5422 or www.
pioneersteel.com.

* It’s Affordable ° It's Fast ¢ It’s Easy ¢ It’s Effective * One Bill Does It All
Q\ntal,;io $133 « Cenfral Ontario $139 + All Ontario $424 « National Packages Available!
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Staring Down The Tigers

“the Sri Lankan civil war is playing out in Toronto’s Tamil media- and one local
writer has the broken bones to prove it. Profiles in journalistic courage”

From the window of the airplane I can
see treetops from miles and miles, with ter-
racotta-tiled roofs flickering in patches.
Then, on the one-hour bus ride from the air-
port, I catch glimpses of yellow-throated
birds and wildflowers in the bushes. Small
white herons with jet-black legs and beaks
dot the paddy fields. Trees rise up out of
lagoons. Everything is lush and green on the
northern peninsula of Sri Lanka, with little
islands trickling into the Indian Ocean. It’s
December 2003, the middle of the rainy sea-
son, and I’ve returned to my homeland for
the second time in 29 years. In the neigh-
bourhoods of Jaffna town, the coconut,
neem, tamarind, and banana trees shade the
front yards of elegant old homes. Back in
1973, when I was three years old, I used to
stand on my aunt’s porch filling up on
mango slices. Black crows would swoop
down and snatch them out of my hand.

Thirty years later, the country and its cit-
izens are full of heartbreak from the barbar-
ity of torture, assassinations, aerial bom-
bardment and violent reprisal after violent
reprisal- all because of a twisted, crippling
civil war. Many of the old homes have been
demolished by aerial bombs, some with just
the foundation left, the jungle growing over
the ruins. The conflict is being fought
between the Liberation tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), or Tamil tigers, a guerrilla
organization that has claimed sole represen-
tation of the Tamil people, and the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka which has discriminated
against Tamils like me for decades. The

Meena Nallainathan

Sinhalese majority, mostly Buddhist domi-
nates the culture and politics of the island.
The Tamil minority is largely Hindu. Since
the civil war began 23 years ago, more than
65 000 Sri Lankans have died, and many
have fled to Canada.

Unfortunately, the brutality of the
island’s ethnic strife has come here with
them.

It is Valentine’s Day 1993, and Tamil
journalist D.B.S. Jeyaraj, who has both sup-
ported the Tigers and criticized the, and his
new bride exit a local movie theatre. They
stroll through the parking lot after seeing a
Sinhala film. Three friends walk ahead to
give the newlyweds some privacy; no one
has any reason to be afraid. Then two young
Tamil men approach Jeyaraj. They ask if he
is the editor of the newspaper, Senthamarai,
and if he had written a story against the
Tamil Tigers.

“Yes, I got the information and wrote
it,” replies Jeyaraj.

“That’s against our leadership,” says
one man.

“This is not the place to talk about it,”
says Jeyaraj. “why don’t you call me tomor-
row?”

“No, no, give us an answer here,” insists
the other.

In the shadows Jeyaraj can see two other
men, brandishing baseball bats and metal
rods. The sight paralyzes him. His mind
spins. His first instinct is to protect his wife,
but he can’t decide how best to do it: fight
or run? He puts his arm around her, then

pushes her away as he walks, shouting to his
friends, “Where is the car?”

One friend yells in Tamil for the men to
back off. They don’t. They walk intently
towards Jeyaraj and begin to batter him with
their bats and rods, breaking his leg and
inflicting significant head injuries.

Undaunted, Jeyaraj continues to write
for and edit Senthamarai, a Toronto weekly,
which he had been doing since 1990. Four
months after the attack, a still not intimidat-
ed Jeyaraj starts his own publication,
Muncharie. Two years later, more violence:
Tamil gangs go after shopkeepers who sell
his paper- one is beaten; another’s van is
burned. Advertisers, distributors and news-
paper carriers are threatened, leading to the
closure of Muncharie in 1996. The abusive
phone calls and death threats from Tiger
sympathizers, however, keep coming. As a
result, Jeyaraj seldom answers his phone.

But he did agree to talk to me. I wanted
to investigate the little-known world of what
some call the ethnic press. I wanted to dis-
cover more about how journalists in a coun-
try as diverse as Canada cover the tensions
and fears that are exported with newcomers
from such places as Sri Lanka, which,

Canadians to join or support the LTTE. Prior
to this ban, Tigers and their sympathizers
were able to systematically invade the pub-
lic sphere of local Hindu temples, media
outlets and businesses such as the ones that
dot the landscape of Scarborough in
Toronto’s east end.

Among the myriad Tamil travel agen-
cies, insurance companies, lawyers, grocery
stores, restaurants and bakeries is Spiceland
Super Market on Sheppard Avenue. Its
metal shelves overflow with Tamil gro-
ceries; mango jam, uppama mix, lentils,
sesame oil, dried chillies, shark meat, whole
coconut counter, pictures of Hindu gods
and goddesses: Lord Ganesh, Saravathy and
Lakshmi. Until a year ago, next to the Hindu
gods were DVDs featuring another kind of
deity: Vellupillai Prabhakaran, leader of the
Tamil Tigers.

Farther west on Sheppard is Babu, a
popular take-out joint. The fast-food outlet
thrives with men and women lined up to buy
hoppers, fish cutlets, kothu roti and mutton
rolls. The aroma of spices and steam rising
from curried dishes fills the air. Amidst the
usual bustle, though, is one detail the non-
Sri Lankan might miss: an outdoor sign that
states: “For Taste and Flavour of Thamil

“Since I was supportive of the Tamil struggle,
there were many articles I wrote that would
have been interpreted as pro-LTTE,”

“I was sympathetic to the LTTE, but not with
these fellows,”

appallingly, has devolved from paradise to
hell in my lifetime. And I wanted to meet
some of the journalists in the Sri Lankan
Tamil diaspora who, by deciding to stand up
on the tigers in order to decrease their influ-
ence in my community, are doing what jour-
nalists everywhere are supposed to do;
investigate, dissent, be a catalyst for change
and support democratic free speech.

Worldwide, the Sri Lankan Tamil dias-
pora numbers more than 800 000 with close
to 250 000 living in Canada, and approxi-
mately 200 000 residing in Greater Toronto.
A map of the world may show orderly and
controlled political boundaries, but there are
invisible lines demarcating guerrilla territo-
ries and trade routes for weapons, with
money moving from Toronto to Sri Lanka.
This intricate web of alliances speaks vol-
umes about the impact the Canadian diaspo-
ra has on politics there. The Toronto com-
munity is a captive audience for tiger prop-
aganda and a critical audience for Tiger
Propaganda and a critical fundraising base
in the fight for a Tamil homeland.

The catalyst for the war came in 1983,
when an estimated 3000 Tamils were
butchered, torched or beaten to death at the
hands of Sinhalese mobs all over the coun-
try. The riots occurred after the Tigers killed
13 soldiers in Jaffna. But it is the strength,
influence and ferocity of the Tigers that has
forced the Sri Lankan government to take
seriously Tamil charges of state discrimina-
tion and oppression.

In April 2006 Ottawa labelled the tigers

Eelam.” In northern Sri Lanka, Tamil Eeclam
is the de facto state the Tigers rule. When
the ban took effect, LTTE flags disappeared
from Tamil stores.

This Scarborough neighbourhood is also
home to D.B.S. Jeyaraj, who left Sri Lanka
in 1988 after being threatened by the gov-
ernment for being sympathetic to the Tigers.
Jeyaraj spent a year at Harvard University
as a Neiman Fellow in journalism before
coming to Canada in 1989.

I meet him on a lazy, hot, july afternoon
in 2006 at a Coffee Time outlet in a local
mall. We talk for three hours, For someone
who has endured such a brutal beating, there
is a softness to him I do not expect. I also
don’t anticipate his intense emotional
attachment to Tamil nationalism, which he
describes s “reactive, not proactive. If the
Sinhala majority had not tired to trust cer-
tain things down, Tamils would have been
very docile. “He says he’d always planned
to return to his homeland, and at the end of
the Neiman Fellowship he contacted the
editor of a Sri Lankan paper he had worked
for. “We have enough corpses here,” the edi-
tor told him. “We don’t want another one.
Don’t come now.”

Starting Muncharie after the beating
was his way to respond to the Tamil com-
munity’s need to know what was happening
in Sri Lanka- many who came to Canada
after 1983 spoke only Tamil. “Since I was
supportive of the Tamil struggle, there were
many articles I wrote that would have been
interpreted as pro-LTTE,” he says. “I was

a terrorist organfﬁtéolrl}i %5111631} NF&&%F] arﬁy]ﬁ%&ﬁta é(htg?]LTTE, but not with these

fellows,” distinguishing between tiger lead-
ership in Toronto and Sri Lanka. But in
1995, Jeyaraj criticized the Tigers in Sri
Lanka. But in 1995, Jeyaraj criticizes the
Tigers in Sri Lanka for breaking away from
peace talks, saying so openly on Tamil Osai
(Sound), a local radio station. “That created
pandemonium within Tamil circles here,” he
says. His friends in the World Tamil
Movement, a tiger front, were upset with
him, yet he still wanted to publish his radio
talk in Muncharie. His friends suggested he

Path to Civil War

A brief history of the Sri Lankan conflict

1815- Britain becomes first European
power to win control of Ceylon; colonial
rulers favour Tamils

1948- Ceylon gains independence

1956- Sinhalese becomes sole official lan-
guage; Tamils killed in riots after Tamil par-
liamentarians protest new laws; job dis-
crimination against Tamils for not learning
Sinhalese; government-sponsored of Sinha-
lese settlements in traditional Tamil home-
land; discrimination against Tamils in uni-
versity admissions.

1958- Tamils Killed in anti-Tamil riots

1972-Ceylon changes its name to Sri
Lanka; Buddhism given primary place as
country’s religion, further antagonizing pre-
dominantly Hindu Tamils

1976-Liberation of Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) formed

1977-Tamils killed in anti-Tamil riots

Late 1970’s-Early 1980’s- Tamils abducted
and murdered by Sinhalese state

1983-Tamil Tigers kill 13 government sol-
diers in Jaffna; Sinhala state complicit in
island-wide riots against Tamils, an estimat-
ed 3000 Tamils beaten, torched or bludg-
eoned to death at hands of Sinhalese mobs;
Tamil militant factions stand up to Sinhala
state

1986-Tamil Tigers begin attacking other
Tamil militant factions

1990-1995- tigers massacre an estimated
3000-4000 Tamils belonging to other Tamil
militant groups

2002-In February, Sri Lankan government
and Tamil Tiger rebels sign permanent
ceasefire agreement; sponsored by Norway,
peace initiative gives Tigers sole represen-
tation of Tamil people

2004-Renegade Tamil Tigers commander,
known as Karuna, leaves tigers and gives
underground with followers

2005-Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirg
amar assassinated by Tiger; Mahinda
Rajapkse wins presidential election

2006-tigers set off a blast in Trincomalee,
leaving 16 people dead, and follow with
additional suicide and claymore mine
attacks; Sinhala state retaliates by bombing
Tamil areas, leaving thousands of civilians
displaced

2007-Tamil civilians in the north and the
east continue to be caught in crossfire
between Sinhala state and Tamil Tigers

had better print a softer version, advice he
ultimately rejected. “Something snapped,”
he explains. “I said this, this is what I feel.
Why should I cut it?” The article was one of
many critiques Jeyaraj penned. Among

See Page 30
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them: describing the tigers as a “neo-fascist
intolerant organization claiming to fight for
the Tamil cause”; writing about the murder-
ous expulsion of Muslims from northern Sri
Lanka; and criticizing their tactics of child
recruitment and suicide bombers.

Over coffee Jeyaraj also talks about the
solitude that comes with speak-your-mind
journalism. “It’s a long, hard, narrow jour-
ney,” he says. “At the end to it, all you have
are your very close relatives and a few close
friends.” Criticizing the Tigers certainly has
cost him friendships, on many occasions
people he knows turn and walk in another
direction when they see him. “Within the
Tamil Diaspora, the powers that be are the
LTTE,” he says. That’s because in 1986 the
LTTE began eliminating other militant
Tamil factions that had also formed to stand
up to the Sinhala state. They massacred
Tamils who did not support them, emerging
as sole representatives of the Tamils. There
was no one else for the diaspora to support,
and if they tried to, the kind of intimidation
Jeyaraj experienced would follow. As a
result, most Tamil-language papers in
Canada ignore the diversity of Tamils and
the pluralistic views of the diaspora.

Jeyaraj goes on tell me about the current
fighting in northeast Sri Lanka. “you cannot
underestimate the impact of the Mahinda
Rajapakse phenomenon on the Tamils,” he
says, referring to the hard-line tactics of Sri
Lankan President Rajapakse against Tamil
civilians, who are suffering because of the
bloody fight between the government and
the equally hard-line Tigers. Jeyaraj openly
admits to being unsure of how to respond, of
what to write. He describes the mental
agony of going against the tigers: “Am I
doing wrong? Okay, they may have made a
mistake in intimidating me, but I’ll be doing
something wrong if I go against them. After
all, they’re fighting for us.” As I listen, he
looks up, often, wary of any Tamils wander-
ing into the coffee shop. At one point, a
young Sri Lankan man sits at the next table.
Jeyaraj stops talking and suggests we grab a
bite to eat in the food court, where he con-
tinues to criticize the Tigers.

In 2000, he tells me, Anton Balasin-
gham, right-hand man of tiger leader
Prabhakaran, called Jeyaraj from London.
He told Jeyaraj that he had come to accept
some of his criticisms. Now, said Bal asing-
ham, he wanted Jeyaraj’s help in steering
the Tiger organization away from the hard-
liners. Jeyaraj agreed to assist, and began

writing articles demanding the Sri Lankan
government negotiate with the Tigers.

“As a human being,” Jeyaraj explains as
we sit at an isolated table in the food court,
“I felt flattered that, after all these attacks on
me, they were now coming to me for some
kind of help.” Balasingham was convincing,
he says, sympathetic to the recent deaths of
Jeyaraj’s parents but also emotionally
manipulative. According to Jeyaraj, Bala-

life’s work, even though he was a diplomat-
ic face who provided theoretical justifica-
tion for murder. I have no sympathies with
the Tigers, a view that came in across in the
question I asked Jayaraj at the mall. After
returning home, he must have decided he
wanted no more part of an article written by
someone who wasn’t as torn as he was.

Jeyaraj is emblematic of the complexity
of the Tamil diaspora. It is impossible to say

He seems to make a distinction between the

tigers and their methods.

It is as though he sees the tigers as

a delinquent band of brothers-in-arms

who have the right idea- Tamil nationalism-

but the wrong plan of attack

singham said, “Our people need peace in a
settlement. Help me to fight the demons
within the movement, and I will slowly per-
suade Mr. Prabhakaran.” For the first time,
the Tamil Guardian, a Tiger paper published
in the U.K., reproduced Jeyaraj’s articles
critical of the government. But by 2002
Balasingham no longer accepted phone calls
from him and Jeyaraj finally realized he had
been seduced and co-opted. “I’ve now lost
all faith in the LTTE,” he tells me. “The
brief period that I thought the LTTE was
capable of transforming and coming into the
peace process is gone. The justice of the
Tamil cause is being diluted, undermined
and distorted because of LTTE methods.”

Our conversation over, we leave the
mall together. I had no way of knowing it
would n=be our last meeting. Since then he
has been elusive, at first responding to my
emails and calls, agreeing to interview, then
cancelling. Then nothing.

When I think back on our conversation,
I remain puzzled by his murkiness. He
seems to make a distinction between the
tigers and their methods. It is as though he
sees the tigers as a delinquent band of broth-
ers-in-arms who have the right idea- Tamil
nationalism- but the wrong plan of attack. In
December 2006 the man who told me he had
“lost all faith in the LTTE” wrote articles
that betrayed a tacit respect and admiration
for the Tigers’s military prowess. And when
Balasingham died the same month, he wrote
articles glorifying the man’s intellect and

how many Tamils in Toronto truly support
the Tigers. Some will do so just to be safe,
only expressing their contempt in private.
Btu the general impression is that the major-
ity of the diaspora supports the Tigers, if not
financially, then emotionally. A generation
of older Tamils, who immigrated to Canada
prior to 1983, remembers the Sri Lankan
government’s discrimination and violence
against Tamils, and blindly supports the
Tiger cause. Other Tamils, who left Jaffna
after experiencing both the fascism of the
Tigers and the aerial bombardment of the
state, have a more complex understanding
of Tamil rights. George Chrhushchev, a
Tamil journalist who immigrated in 1986
and founded the paper Thayagam, is one.

It is late September and Chrhushchev
proudly shows me the fruit trees- apple, per-
simmon, Asian pear, grape and peace-scat-
tered throughout his Scarborough backyard.
As we get comfortable, he shows me back
issues of Thayagam. He hasn’t looked at
them in 10 years. He quietly, thoughtfully
turns the pages, reading his prose. The paper
was printed in different colours-pink, red
and yellow-and sold for 75 cents at grocery
stores. He wrote editorials about intimida-
tion in the diaspora, and the time the Tigers
set fire to the Tamil Resource Center in
downtown Toronto. He wrote about his
friend, Sabalingam Sabaratnam, who, while
living in Paris in the 1990’s, was writing a
book critical of the Tigers. In 1994 the
Tigers shot Sabaratnam, execution style, in
front of his wife and son.

Chrhushchev is irate that the terror he
thought he had left behind has followed him
to Canada. “We come here and we’re still
afraid of them,” he says. “That’s not good.”
Taken aback by the propaganda in the few
Tamil-language newspapers in Toronto, he
started his own tabloid, even though he had
no journalistic experience. “Normally I'm a
shy person who never gets into trouble,” he
later wrote to me in an email. “But when
somebody takes me for an idiot, I get angry.
When I read the Tigers’s war literature, I
could see ho we are collectively fooled.

knows there’s a price to pay for writing
critically about the Tigers. Even if they
don’t agree with the ideology, the group
supports the Tigers in order to keep adver-
tisers and stave off the kind of harassment
that forced Jeyaraj to fold Muncharie.
Chrhushchev says, “I don’t think people
will be standing up and saying, ‘Okay, I
want to write the truth.””

Living in a downtown Toronto apart-
ment building at Wellesley and Parliament
in 1989, Chrhushchev worked alone and
walked around with his backpack, distribut-
ing copies of Thayagam to the few Tamil
shops that existed at the time. He collected
stories from writers in Europe and Sri
Lanka, and penned editorials. In Thaya-
gam s first issue, Chrhushchev wrote about
the murder of Appapillai Amirthalingam,
secretary general of the Tamil United
Liberation Front. Chrhushchev says it was
an “open secret” that the tigers were respon-
sible. According to Chrhushchev, the Tigers
later admitted it officially.

As they did with Jeyaraj, Tiger sympa-
thizers began calling Chrhushchev after the
article was published. I didn’t like their
intimidating tone,” he says, showing his
quiet tenacity and defiance. “They cannot
question my right to publish.” At one point,
in October 2006, he wrote a savagely mock-
ing column under a pseudonym that trans-
lates to “One Who Will Not Easily Obey.”

Harassment can come officially from
the Tigers, or a Tiger sympathizers. At one
point Chrhushchev kept track of the phone
threats in a journal. “I never take it serious-
ly because they can’t do anything here,” he
says. “All they can do is beat me up when I
go distribute the papers.” Chrhushchev has-
n’t been touched, but a cousin who helped
with distribution was once followed by a
Tiger supporter to a nearby subway station,
where he was assaulted and robbed of
money and leftover copies of Thayagam.

Another time, Chrhushchev and a friend

See Page 34
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SABA Auto Tech Inc.
For Excellent Auto Repair & Body Work
We Sell Cars too
Call Logan: 416-285-7133
90 Hymus Rd,Unit 5,(Warden& Eglinton)

Auto Insurance

Accidents, Tickets, NSF, Impaired Driving
Prior Suspension, No Insurance(New
Drivers),Commercial Van & Trucks
We Offer Excellent Rates and Quality
Services
Call: Christy Thambithurai
416.321.8787
416.268.8855

Car Rental
AVIS RENT A CAR
Kugan Rasalingam(Agency Operator)
Ras@ Kugan
1345 Lawrence Ave E @ Victoria Park
416.441.1818

Catering & Takeout
Gzmpr
Gré o & GsLLmm
6J606VTENSHLOMEN  QBITEITL L L IBIE(6ThE GHLD
416.288.9339
1217 Ellesmere Rd @ Midland

JTER6VE &Sl  LIGUTesT
Dine in.. Take Out.. Catering
2633 Eglinton Ave E
416.264.0386

Beitsemeu in Suvai
Hoorenr Baemev!.. Hywme dHemeu!..
416.467-8824
5651 Steels Ave E#6@ Middlefield Rd

Drapery & Blinds
YARL Window Blinds &

Drapery
America, Canada embsl LGSWIISI(HHSI
Order gmhms@ameteniLGLD
67601 QF6LEULD
416.419.9247/416.806.5397
905.201.7733

S.R.V Gifts & Cloths Word

Inc.

Western Union/Money Tramsfer
sdeny eurLens/DVD Sale/Rent
Photo Copies
2155 Lawrence Ave Unit 8 @
Birchmount
416.757222

Moka Market
East West Indian Grocery, Fresh
Vegetables, Fish & Meat Tamil Audio,
Video
900 Ruthburn Rd @ Marvis
905-273.4137

Sri Luxmy Jewelry
BRIEDSWIT LOESIDSEOU(HLD SEIS D6
I560) & & 61T
2525 Pharmacy Ave @ Finch Ave
416.492.1096

BHMT(BHH6IT [H6M & & 61T
aflHLen 6T (&
Az fledmha @méE0gl QUL
Ben&se (Hifls LewomhHmGsFemneu)

416.492.4357/416.498.8010

Lawyers
JUDE ANTHONYPILLAI LL.B
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
2390 EGLINTON AVE.E SUITE 250
SCARBOROUGH ON M1K 2P5
BUS: (416) 332 8547
FAX: (416) 332 8379

Thava’s Moving & Delivery
with a Truck or Van
Thava-416.731-7522
647-297-4634

Music & Instruments

Gogulam
In Accordance with your needs and
wishes, we have all music instruments
2654 Eglinton ave E @ Brimley
416.265.2093

elliged L&A e16dl5
Qzmevemeowim?
BIT[H 60T

416.291.3997

Value Plus PHARMACY
2 _miE6T SO LOHHSTENT
SIBevimen GsxeumhFest BSc. phm
Free Pickup & Delivery
Free-Packaged Weekly Medicine Supply
to seniors
416.754.1400
2677 Kennedy Rd. Suite 8, Scarborough
Kennedy & Finch

Al Qampwy GumGLm
ervemLpGuir

FH6VAIBLOMEI  MOULIGUBIHEVISH G LD
2296 Eglinton AVe E Unit 6 Lower Level
& Birchmount
416.752.4444

Real Estate

Century 21
Lojan K.Ravilojan
Sale Representative
1053 McNicoll Avenue,Toronto,On
Bus:416.494.5955-24Hr
Cell:416.706.5298
Fax:416.494.4977

Home Visit Tution Services
Grd JK-12
416.285-7775

Video Stores
VIP Video & Photography

Audio, Video Rentals, Sales
Passport Citizen Photos, Gift Wares,
Video Transfer
880 Ellesmere Rd @ Kennedy
416.298-0900

AK Video
Super Store Audio, Video Rentals, Sales
Gift Items
585 Middlefield Rd #18 @ Finch
416.609.0141

Kumaran’S Video Store

Audio, Video Rentals, Sales, Gift Items
Super Store
UPS, Western Union Services Available
2085 Eglinton Ave & Danforth Rd
416.264-4254

Nigara Leaf Pure Water
il aurFEGaT, isveuevaEsSHEaT
ysamaly Csip amEIDsI
STery
416.495-7135
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GIFT GIFT GIFT GIFT GIFT

Vaikarai Kids,

Children are doing amazing work in Vaikarai Kids Section.
It's not nice, just saying Thank You to the Kids. Gratifying is
one of the cheerful thing. So, from next week onwards Kids
are going to receive the GIFT from the Vaikarai Kids Club.

Hey Kids! Are you ready to receive the colorful gifts? What

you have to do is send your drawing along with the contri
i oy

butions: ideas, jokes, funny messages etc. through mail,
with your photograph — Name, Grade and School on it.
Address:

Vaikarai

55 Nugget Avenue, Unit # 230 Z

Scarborough, ON
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were threatened in Toronto’s St. Jamestown.
The two, who had just left the Tamil
Resource Center, were followed, surround-

Community Dissenters

Three Tamil journalists who fight against
tiger influence

George Chrhushchev
Tamil Journalist and editor of Tamil-lan-
guage Thaygam.info.

Alternative voice, not aligned to any politi-
cal faction, Writers sharp fierce columns
revealing how Tamil Tigers oppress Tamils
and undermine peace negotiations in Sri
Lanka.

D.B.S. Jeyaraj
Tamil Journalist and political analyst

Prolific in English; has detailed knowledge
of history and politics of Sri Lanka. Has
both supported and been highly critical of
Tigers. Has emotional connection to tigers
and Tamil nationalism. Doesn’t focus on
human rights issues.

Namu Ponnambalam
Activist

Wrote critically of Tigers in mid-1990s and
endured death threats and harassment from
Tigers. His story documented by human
rights Watch report on extortion and intimi-
dation in Tamil community. Spoke on
record with mainstream press, which ended
harassment.

Mainstream investigators
Four big-media reporters who have covered
influence of Tigers

Stewart bell
National Post national- security reporter

Has written about Tamil Tigers since 1998,
mostly from RCMP/CSIS angle, describing
interconnected world of Tamil gangs, drug
cartels, front organizations, fundraising net-
works and weapon purchases in diaspora.
Has also reported from Sri Lanka.

Surya Bhattacharya and Michelle
Shephard
Toronto Star reporters

Bhattacharya and Shephard began writing
about Tigers in 2006, bringing anti-Tigers
voices into mainstream by getting them on
the record.

Colin Freeze
Globe and Mail reporter

Has reported from Sri Lanka, According to
Freeze, main events of 2006 in Tigers story.
Human Rights watch report on extortion;
ban of tigers by conservatives; and arrests
of Tamil youths, accused of trying to obtain
weapons for Tigers, in August.

ed and menaced by about a dozen people.
“Why do you write?” they demanded.
Chrhushchev was told there was an order
from the “top” and that his paper was now
banned. His response: “If you don’t like
what [ write, you can write to me and I will
publish it, but I’'m not going to stop writ-

LR}

ing.

Following that incident, Tiger Sym-
pathizers went to Tamils shops and told
owners not to sell Thayagam. Many capitu-
lated, but now that the paper is online the
tigers can’t gain any thing by harassing dis-
tributors. They can’t hassle advertisers
either- Chrhushchev doesn’t have any. He
funds Thayagam online himself through his

work in the film industry.

Chrhushchev’s mission is to show how
the pro-Tiger press obscures the truth. He
achieves this, according to one friend, with
his devastating sense of humour.” In that
2006 column under the pseudonym, for
example, he wrote about gratuitous killing
committed during the Sri Lankan ceasefire.
He said that the Tigers simply would not
stop killing; that the leadership didn’t want
them to lose their desire to kill, so they dust-
ed off a list of traitors from old, opposing
Tamil political factions. According to
Chrhushchev, the Tigers didn’t want the
international community to know this, and
so the term “unidentified gunmen” began
appearing in the Tiger press. For people in
the diaspore, it was coded message:
“Unidentified gunmen” meant the Tigers
did the killing; it also identified the victim
as a traitor.

Chrhushchev is particularly keen on
showing how the tiger press bombards its
readers with a potent message: the Tamils
are victims. The currency of war for the
Tigers is the suffering of Tamils. Riots
against Tamils occurred between 1956 and
1983. Stories of Sinhalese mobs butchering
Tamils, burning Tamil homes and business-
es, raping women and burning others alive
have been repeated as a mantra. But at the
time of the 1983 riots, many Sinhalese actu-
ally protected their Tamil neighbours.
Today, there are Sinhalese and Tamil human
rights activists working together in Sri
Lanka.

But these stories don’t serve the Tigers’s
agenda. One typical example, an editorial in
bimonthly published in English and Tamil
discussed Rajapakse’s election in 2005 on
the strength of widespread support from
hardliners in the southern part of the island.

included pro-Tiger articles, Ponnambalam
worked for him on the condition that he
could express his personal views on the
political situation in Sri Lanka. For the first
issue, he produced an article that criticized
the Tiger leadership for demanding that the
then newly elected President Chandrika
Kumaratunga solve the civil strife within
nine days. Ponnambalam made a simple
point: that it was ridiculous to expect an
incoming president to solve such a sensitive
issue in so short a time. After the paper hit
the streets, the publisher received several
phone calls at home. The first caller said, “If
you don’t support the Tamil leadership, we
won’t support you.” Another said, “You’re a
traitor to the Tamil cause.” In a subsequent
article, Ponnambalam printed a few of the
comments, including names of the callers.

Soon after, Ponnambalam’s wife
received a phone call. The Tamil-speaking
man said to tell her husband to stop writing.
The cold fear on his wife’s face told him the
whole message when he went home. His
pro-tiger cousins also asked him to stop. His
publisher asked him to stop writing critical-
ly of the Tigers. He refused. The paper died
after the second issue.

In 2004, Ponnambalam received death
threats after attending a Human Rights
Watch (HRW) meeting on the Tigers’s
recruitment of child soldiers. “We’re look-
ing at you,” said one caller. “We’ll take your
life away.” His wife received another call:
“Dear sister, you have nice lovely young
kids. I don’t think you want to live like a
widow in the future. Look after your hus-
band.”

I meet Ponnambalam in January 2006
on a bitter, cold day in a deserted
Scarborough doughnut store. Soft-spoken
and baby-faced, he works as a pharmacy

“"Why do you write?” they demanded.

Chrhushchev was told there was

an order from the “top” and that

his paper was now banned.

His response: “If you don't like what I write,

you can write to me and I will publish it,

but I'm not going to stop writing.”

It failed to mention that election monitors
reported that road blocks comprised of
burning tires had been set up to prevent trav-
el to polling stations in the north and east,
ensuring the president’s victory. In the
northern town of Jaffna, turnout was just
0.014 per cent of more than 700 000 regis-
tered voters. The Tigers then stepped up
military and civilian attacks in a push
toward war. “If you call Jaffna, everybody
will say they can’t stand (the Tigers),” says
Chrhushchev. “Even of the last war, people
are openly saying we still don’t know why
the Tigers started it. Here, the Tamil news-
papers will write that the Jaffna people are
ready to fight. It’s a feel-good thing.”

In 1994, Namu Ponnambalam agreed to
edit articles for a new local Tamil monthly,
Serendeepam, which ran stories in both
English and Tamil. He was almost 30 and it
was a volunteer job. Because the publisher

technician and freelance immigration inter-
preter to support his wife and three young
daughters. He leaves his cellphone on so his
wife can reach him-she’ll call four times
during the interview to make sure he’s okay.

Ponnambalam tells me about the day he
was riding in the car with a friend, listening
to a political talk show on CTBC, a local
Tamil radio station. He called in and, once
on-air, delivered an extemporaneous 10
minute lecture. “I identified myself,” he
says. “No point in hiding it because every-
body knows the voice.” He acknowledges
the many Tiger supporters in Canada, but
goes on to say that none support the cause to
the extend that they will urge their children
to become suicide bombers or fighters. His
wife now refuses to keep a radio at home
because she knows he won’t be able to resist
tuning into Tamil talk.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

“I’'m enjoying this opportunity to tell
you the truth,” he says. “Because as one per-
son, If T could shake the whole organization
in Canada...I love this.”

His father was a leftist politician in Sri
Lanka, so activism is in his blood. If he
doesn’t try to change things, he says, “I
become a walking body; that’s it. Just work
nine to five, pay off your debts, maybe go to
the local Indian cinema and take your kids
to Florida. At the end of 65 or 75 years, you
look back on your life, what you’re going to
see if your beautiful house paid off.”

Like Chrhushchev, Ponnambalam is
fearless in his passion for criticizing without
anonymity, as he did following the March
15, 2006 release of an HRW report titled,
“Funding the ‘Final War’: LTTE
Intimidation and Extortion in the Tamil
Diaspora.” Ponnambalam was quoted in the
report and interview he and his wife barely
spoke for three days. But despite- or perhaps
because of- his high profile in mainstream
Canadian media, he hasn’t been harassed by
the Tigers since.

When 1 see Ponnambalam again in
September 2006, he tells me he hopes to
start his own paper, something he’s wanted
to do for years. His vision: to focus on a
broader concept of the Tamil community,
covering social issues, business, arts and
politics. He labels most of what’s currently
available a “Tamil ghetto” run by publishers
and editors who only read Tamil- language
news and don’t’ access other news sources,
like the HRW report.

Neither do their readers. Many Tamils,
after arriving in Toronto speaking only their
native language, find jobs for low wages.
They gravitate to the free Tamil weeklies.
“They’re more into negative propaganda
(against the Sri Lankan government ) than
taking a positive attitude toward a peace set-
tlement,” Ponnambalam says. Manipualtion
of the diaspora is key to funding the war
machine, which in turn supports Tamil
Eelam, Prabhakaran’s empire. The existence
of Tamil Eelam ensures that he needs not
worry about defeat in a democracy. In fact,
the Tamil papers reinforce this as they vie
from approval form the “Supremo.” As our
meeting winds down, Ponnambalam con-
cludes with insight: “We’re rewriting our
own history through the new media.”

On my second day back in Jaffna in
2003, I make a trip to the LTTE cemetery.
The graves are arranged according to year
from 1983 on. Destroyed by the Sri Lankan
army in 1996, the cemetery was recently
rebuilt, according to my richshaw drivers, a
former Tiger cadre. Landscaped with shrubs
planted in rows and stone pathways to walk
upon, it is orderly and meticulously kept,
and still looks brand new. Three men stand
ankle deep in a field extending from the bur-
ial ground. I wander around, in between the
graves, until satisfied I’ve seen as many of
the 2000 tombstones as I need to. I can’t
read the Tamil inscriptions. I try to photo-
graph the scene, but my camera jams. Like
much of what actually happens in Sri Lanka,
it is a picture that will not be seen in
Canada.

This Article Courtesy of
Ryerson Review of Journalism
Spring 2007

The Ryerson Review of Journalism is an
award-winning magazine that twice a year
casts an unflinching look at the practice of
journalism in Canada. It is produced by
final-year students in the Magazine
Stream at the School of Journalism,
Ryerson University, Toronto, Canada.
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“ There may not be
any attackd tonight
because we are
also watching the
match “

Tamil Tigers Spok-
esman Rasiah llan-
thiriyan, on a res-pite in the fighting dur-
ing World cup semifinal between Sri
Lanka and New Zealand -The Toronto Star
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Bayview/Steeles
e i ‘-}lm

' $424,800

5+3 Bedrooms
4 Washrooms
3 Kitchens
Great Investment Property

Listed for $424,800
& Sold for $448,000
in 9 Days

Torbram/Sandalwood

$359,900

3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
3 Years New! Approx 2000 Sqft By
National ‘Oberon’ Model, Separate
Ent.To Bsmt & Dir. Access To Garage

$294,500

3+1 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
New Location & Brand New!Never
Lived In Stacked Townhouse In
Heart Of Markham! Built By Daniel’s
Homes!Lge Den In Main FIr Can Be
Used As Family Room.Walk To All
Schools, Near Go, Malls, Medical,
Shops, Dentist,Stouffville Hospital

Bathurst/King

4 Bedrooms, 4 Washrooms
75K For Premium Lot Backing Into
Greenbelt. Over 50K In Upgrades:9’
Ceiling, Custom Dbl Door, Granite
Counter Top In Kitchen & W/Room,

Stone Fronting, Hdwd Flrs

Bathurst/Centr

e
_—

$449,900

3 Bedrooms, 4 Washrooms
In The Heart Of Rosedale
North!Bright 2 Storey Home Perfect
For Entertaining. Spacious Dream
Kitchen With Walkout To A Fenced
In B/Yard, Walk To Synagogues,
Schools, Transit, Parks

$239,900
\‘ e

ElE]

$269,000

3 Bedrooms, 2 Washrooms
Ideal For First Time Buyers! Immacu-
late Well Kept 3 Bedroom Detached
2 Storey, Situated In A Quiet Neigh-

bourhood Across From The Park

Pathmarajah (Raj) Ariyanayagam, salesperson
pir: 416-930-HOME (4663)

Markham/Steeles

$549,900

4 Bedrooms, 4 Washrooms
mmaculate 7Yr Old All Brick, Rem-
ington Home, Double Door Entry,
9’ Ceiling, Steps To Jr & Sr Schools,

Mins To Mall , Parks, Hwy 407 & 7, Ttc

Morningide/401

$445,800

4 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Quality Home Built By Lakeview
Homes, The Summit Model, Boasts
Nine Feet Ceiling In Main Floor, Ca-
thedral Ceiling In Living Room ,0ak
Stairs, Stainless Steel Appliances,
Natural Finished Hardwood Parquet
In Main Floor

Kennedy/14th Ave

$799,900

4 Bedrooms, 5 Washrooms
Fabulous Excutive Custom Built!
ide Entrance To Yard, Finished Bsmt
With 2nd Laundry Room, Oak Circu-
lar Staircase, Moulding, Dbl Skylites,
Granite Kitchen, Foyer & Hallway
Flrs, French Doors, Pot Lights
Throughout House, Marly Roof

Ganesh Thangarajah, Salesperson

pir: 416-994-9046

ROYAL LePAGE
LI
Connect Realty, Brokerage

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bus: 416.284.4751 e 880 Ellesmere Road. Suite 203, Scarborough

Morningside/Finch

$488,000

4+2 Bedrooms, 5 Washrooms
Gorgeous Detached House,Approx
3,000 Sq. Ft.,.Bsmt Finished W/
Separate Entrance,9' Ft Ceilings On
Main Floor,Dbl Door Entrance,Oak
Stairs,Upgraded Pickets,Gas Fire-
place, Decorative Columns

Sheppard/Brimley

$438,000

3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Stunning Bright Backsplit On Pie
Shaped Lot. Elegant Liv & Din
Rooms W/Gleaming Hardwood
Floors. Sunny Eat-In Kitchen W/2
Skylights & Bay Window. Spacious
Family Room

Meadowvale/Sheppard

3 Bedrooms,2 Washrooms
Bright & Lovely South Facing Town-
home In A Great Compound!Open

Concept Layout, Eat-In Kitchen
With Walk-Out To Patio, Loft-Like
Family Area-Can Be Used As Master
Bedroom. Lots Of Storage Space,
Lane Access To A Detached Garage
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