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Weston | 401
$ 239,900

Why Paying Rent IfYou 4 Bdr,3 bath,Living,Dining,

can own this home

3 Bdr Condo Townhouse With
Figished Basement

Independentily Owned and Opreated

Family Rooms, park,
with No money Down Schools,Close to Hwy 403,
Beautifully Finished

REALTY ONE INC, BROKERAGE.

Mississauga
$499,000

MNew home in Prime
LOCATION

Brampton
$268,000

. Give You A
3Bdr,2 Bath ,Hard wood FREE
Floor Market

Evaluation

Direct:- 416-845-0013
Office:- 905-277-0771

50 Burnhamthorpe Rd West,Suit 102, Mississauga,Ontario,L5B 3C2

Do you want to
know How much
wYour HouseWorth
Just Give me a

Call I will

SATHAN
SATCHITHANANTHAN

ales Representative

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Thinking of Buying a Home?
.and Mortgage

Victoria Pk/Lawrence
- 2 Bedroom, 2 Washroom
- Close to School, & Mall
- Prime Location, Stepsto TTC

MATHOMAL
.

MAFLE TRUST # M

Toasi Cumeany

S Scotiabank

E] Camada Trust [[SBC <I»

XCEED.

Morningside/Sheppard
- 3 Bedroom, 3 Washroom
- Fin. Basement, .

- Close to School, & Shopping

Blrchmounthglmton
- 3 Bedroom, 2 Washroom
- Fin. Basement, w/sep Ent.

- Prime Location, Steps to TTC

OWN THESE HOUSES WITH 0% DOWN

af(@ eummis ellhe WHMID SHSHTET L OIS SHL_6TT IEDEVHMSUILD

207 QL sdled Li5d Oleuis Glansiepmiser!
We’ll Attain All Your Financial Needs:

v 1st, 2nd & 3rd Mortgages
v Self Employed

() mcap

v New Immigrant Program
v Credit Consolidaﬁon

; U I "
kS STﬁHN%ﬁ’\%‘Bb ,.rf'
TN

2 /_._,
e

Homel.ife/Future Realty Inc., Brokerage
262 Markham Road, Toronto, Ontario M1J 3CS

416-264-0101

v Re-Financing
v Loans & Line of Credit

Morningside/Finch
- 3 Bedroom, 3 Washroom
- 9 Ft. Ceiling.w/upgraded wi
- Close to School, Golf & TTC

Ram Anandag
Mortgage & Sales Represe

Direct: 416.837.8€

noolaham org | aavanaham org
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Soles Reprasentafive

Dir:416.569.4082

Bus: 414284 5555
E80 EBssmere Rd, Sute 203, Scoarborough. OR.
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Bathurst/King

« ¥ Badeooi - 3 Washrooms

« Zpotless Lot Lecobed In Kingshill
Subdidzion

« Cloas To Yonge 38 Shopping &
Pubslic Troraporhofion

£399,000

Dan Mills/Overlea

+ 24 Bedrooms, 2 ‘Washrooms

+ Locotond Locaticed Mins To
Dwp, Wali To a8 Schoals, Moll,
Doctor, Danlist, Pharmacy. This
Lin# How & Lorge Moskes Bdrm
‘WiidlPs Enauite

$207,900

Markham/Steeles
4 Bedrooms, £ Washrooms
Less Than | Yeor Maw, Rovine,
W0 Bosement, Entronce To
Basement, Goroge Door
#coew, 555 Spenl For Eatro
‘Windows In Bosemem

5549900

Maorkhom/Sheppard
-3+ Badrooms, 1 Woshrocms
+ Spoccws & Brighes Suite 7

Mayter Badroom, Upgroded

Kitchan & Bolecam, Doy Core

In Tha Building, Clase To T &

5|‘|n-|:|-pina & All Amanitiny

$184,900

s somns=are

Hwry 407,/ Mill
- 2 Bedrooms, 1 Weailscam
- Brand Mew Condaminivs Witk
Bacellanl Wimws OF Loke
Cwdario, Very Geod Moos Por
Livieg Aimad Boating. P48 Sgit As
Per Builder. Low Maoinlanos<cs

$189,000

Birchmaunt/Ellesmers

+ 2% Bedrooms, 2 ‘Washrooms
+ Less Than Z Yeorsl Mewar Tridal
Bawlding| 24 Hour Concisrge,
Sanps Ta Tes, Clhose To Shops B
Frery 401,
5245,000

» Excellant Lacofion, Saught &far

hllmﬁw

L [N

ROYAL LEPAGE
= T

Connect Realty, Brokerage

IMTEPFENIEE M TEY Ol AND QIPERATED

Morkhom/Major Moc

Location s & Hagh Wisdkiiby

Siop Plazo, Many Seitckls L

Including Bedaurant/Eatal &

Sarvicey, Cornar Lissh 14738

5.5 Main
54468,900

Upgrodes,

Sheppard/Port Union
- 3+1 Badroom - 2 'Wast

4B A

9th Line/ 16th Line

4 Bpdrocms, 3 Washrooms
Brond Mew 2104 5q Fi Modison
Homel More Thor 24% Spant s

Expansive Hordwood Layout On

$380,000

ngufﬂg{n Mills

Markham/ 18th Ave

-3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms

- Beoutiful Debacked Home in
Cemond frea. Lots OF Sunlight
In This Howse. ¥ Ft Cefing On
Migin Floor, Sleps To Public
School And ¥ri Tromul

536%9,900

Mecowan,/ 401
- 2 Badrooms, | 'Waskroom:

3w e

--ﬁ.'hqulul;lr.ﬂriuhl & Exiremaly
Wall Ksgt, Brond Maw Lomincis
& Bhndh, Wall Mainteinad
Buikding ‘W Bncerilty Guord Tep
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@ QuuIhs wwosemen CFThs GLEIS
EHéEGH HowusF  CFusg,  Crwiy
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Ken - 416.294.9322, Revathy
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Quewt  Hassen  GaTeLELLILIHMSHS
shss BUBurs YAWESTH HLHmsH
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STATEMENT BY JOHN TORY
REGARDING THE DEATHOF A
POLICE OFFICER IN MARKHAM

(Toronto, ON-02-Aug-2007) — Prog
ressive Conservative Party Leader John
Tory today issued the following statement:

‘I was saddened to hear the news of
the death of a York Region Police Officer,
killed in the line of duty in Markham this
morning. It is the stark reminder of the
ultimate sacrifice that our police officers
make every day to ensure the continued
safety of all Ontarians.

I commend the quick work of the
police service in arresting two suspects in
this tragic death.

On behalf of the Ontario PC Party, |
extend my sincere sympathies to the fam-
ily of the fallen officer. The selfless contri-
bution made by this officer will not be for-
gotten.”

Charges laid in death of Toronto-area
police officer

A 19-year-old has been charged with manslaughter after a veteran police officer was
dragged by a car and killed in the Toronto suburb of Markham on Thursday morning.York
Regional Police Const. Robert Plunkett was killed in the line of duty Thursday. (York
Regional Police) Const. Robert Plunkett, a 43-year-old father of three, approached the
driver of a stolen Honda on a quiet residential street when the car suddenly reversed,
said York Regional Police Chief Armand La Barge.Plunkett, pinned between the car's
open door and a tree, could not get away and was dragged onto a nearby lawn, where
he was left with serious injuries, La Barge said. Plunkett died in hospital soon after the
incident, which occurred shortly before 6 a.m. ET on Ascot Crescent, near Birchmount
Road and Steeles Avenue East
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Fight for Name

My brother was named Karikalan after
the Chola king who defeated the Pandya

King Veerapandyan in the 10th century.
Through out my life he has always been
called Karikalan be it as his pet name, or as a
official name. One cold day in November we
landed in Canada in the knee depth of snow.
We were enrolled into the Canadian school
system and we started our new journey. On
that first day of school, he was re-baptized as
Kali because his grade seven teacher couldn’t
pronounce Karikalan. From than on he
became Kali at school, at
work, and even among his
friends. Karikalan was only
uttered at home. Kali took
over Karikalan and became the
middle name my parents never
gave him as Karikalan merely
survived on paper.

The very change in name has caused a
stir in Canadian politics. For the last ten years
Indians with the surname Singh or Kaur were
told by the Canadian High Commission in
New Delhi that their names have to be
changed into order to apply as immigrants.
WHY? Because there were too common of
names and a different name would speed up
the process and prevent mistaken identity.
The Canadian High Commission have finally
pulled back the law allowing people with
such names to qualify as immigrants.
However how many Sikhs
over the last decade would
have had to jeopardise their
dream of coming to Canada
or jeopardise the name that
gives them their identity for
another name. Is this another
indirect formula the
Canadian government has

Thirteen long years have
gone by. The other day my
mother and I walked into KFC

KANNI

kanni@vaikarai.com

used to filter the ethnic back-
ground of immigrants?

to grab a burger when a
Caucasian man walked towards us looked up,

“you’re from my country.”
“No” replied my mother.
“No you’re from my country”
“And what would that me”
“Ceylon”
“It’s Sri Lanka”

“How come it’s not Ceylon any
more?” As I finished my brief histo-
ry lesson of Ceylon becoming Sri
Lanka he looked right into my eyes
“You’re from the country wh-ere
everyone has long names.”

“Actually we don’t all have
long names” I replied.

“No you do” he said as he me
asured the length of our na-mes
with his han-ds.

“Well I’'m proud of it” I said with
the nicest smile I could muster.

This is what we are all afraid of,
being dragged into odd conversations
and made fun off because we happen to have
long names. Isn’t it about time we change our
long names into short ones. When Thanaba-
lasingam. Rajalakshmi. Arumugam. Anand-
alakshmi. Somalakshmi have changed into

In the early 1900’s Chi-
nese immigrants who were granted the right
to enter Canada to help built the Pacific
Railway was later asked to pay head tax in
order to enter Canada, a grossing $500. Then
when the Indians became a problem, the
Canadian government allowed only those
who could find a direct transportation to
Canada. And the only company selling such
tickets were that owned by the Canadians.
Today when there is said to be no barriers, the
very reality of such common names becomes
a problem to migrate to Canada. Singh (for
male) and Kaur (for female) have been given
to the 30 million Sikhs around the world for
the last 300 years. The names represent unity
and abolish class and caste difference. The
government has not taken full credit for what
has happened... to them it was not a manda-
tory action even though it was followed by
their department in New Delhi. They call it a
mere misunderstanding, a bad wording; how-
ever when common western names such as
Smith and Raymond doesn’t cause a stir why
single out the Sikh community.

Names are so much part of our identity as
say eating rice and curry, wearing a sari or a
pottu. It even decides our future I guess...
imagine the thousands who would have had
to through away their dream for adorning
such names as Singh and Kaur in the last ten
year It builds our self-esteem, our gender
respect, our ethnic identity.

For once we thought colonialism had
ended. For once we would have started
believing the theories of post colonialism.
Did one even think that such colonial behav-

Names are so much part of our identity
as say eating rice and curry,
wearing a sari or a pottu.

It even decides our future I guess...
imagine the thousands who would have had to
through away their dream for adorning
such names as Singh and Kaur in the
last ten year It builds our self-esteem,
our gender respect, our ethnic identity.

small fashionable names as Kavya, Nilavan,
Kalvin. We no longer want long names, but
after all it has to be a Tamil name, of course
with a slight western touch to it; so that it
sounds different when you write it in Tamil
and then English. Our children can’t sit
among twenty students when the teacher
stands in front of the class trying to pro-
nounce the name. What’s in a name if they
can’t pronounce it?

iour would have played out on our names,
and we could just alter ourselves without a
fight? When Kavasagar become kava, or
when Karikalan become kali.

“What multiculturalism are we justifying

when we anglicize and simplifying our
names for our colonial masters?”
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Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam
and the Tragedy of Tamils

Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam was assassi-
nated by the LTTE on July 29th 1999.
Though eight years have passed his
memory remains evergreen among all
those who loved and admired him. This
article was first published in two parts in
the “Sunday Times” of Sep 12th and 19th
, 1999. It was written originally in a bid to
combat the cowardly attacks vilifying
Neelan after his death. It is reproduced
again as tribute to Neelan’s memory.

The ‘Tamil Times’ is a monthly journal
being published in London from January
1982. It departed from tradition for the first
time in 18 years and devoted the entire
contents of its August issue towards the
assassination of distinguished Tamil politi-
cian Neelan Tiruchelvam.

Though not described as a memorial
number the entire issue - apart from
advertisements - published news items,
comments and articles on Dr.
Tiruchelvam’s death. Even the editorial
was transformed into a miscellany of
notable quotes about him. The cover too
was a montage of Dr. Tiruchelvam’s
images. In the dark cloud of silence that
has enveloped mainstream Tamils after
Dr. Tiruchelvam’s killing the deviant action
of the Tamil Times stands out as a silver
lining.

D.B.S. Jeyaraj

Ever since Dr. Tiruchelvam was brutal-
ly assassinated on July 29 in Colombo the
civilised world has been reacting in horror
and disgust, messages of sympathy have
been pouring in from all corners of the
globe. US President Bill Clinton and first
lady Hillary, UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Mary Robinson, Canadian
Foreign Minister Lloyd Azworthy,
Australian Foreign Minister Graham
Downer, Indian External Affairs Minister
Jaswanth Singh are but some of the
prominent personalities who have con-
demned the killing and paid tribute to Dr.
Tiruchelvam’s memory.

Organisations such as the Amnesty
International, Minority Rights Group and
International Commission of Jurists, too,
have done so. What is remarkable about
this is that Dr. Tiruchelvam was neither a
head of state nor even a government min-
ister. Only personalities of that ilk have
been recipients of such accolades in the
past.

The tributes paid by a cross section of
the world’s eminent statespersons, politi-
cal leaders, academics, human rights
activists, scholars, jurists and intellectuals
illustrate the multi- dimensional attributes
of the remarkable person that was Neelan.
The Tamil Times issue in that sense is a
glowing testimony to the calibre of a gen-
tle person whose death has evoked world-
wide eulogies steeped in very high quality.
This spontaneous response of a near uni-
versal and greater nature however has to
be juxtaposed with another reaction that is
particular and to some extent lesser.

This response or non- response,
whether contrived or otherwise is best
illustrated by Nirupama Subramaniam’s
perceptive report in the ‘Indian Express’ of
August 3. She says, “Tiruchelvam’s

senseless killing may have outraged the
world, but Sri Lanka’s Tamil community,
which has mortgaged its soul to the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
remains unmoved and unprotesting. While
there have been no calls from anyone in
the Tamil community except the former
militant groups, specifically condemning
the LTTE for the killing, the justifications
have begun”.

Nirupama, who incidentally hails from
Tamil Nadu in India, goes on to cite
instances of this. Among these are details
of conversation among Tamils at a book
launch in Wellawatte. This is what the
Colombo Correspondent of the ‘Indian
Express’ wrote: “According to those pres-
ent at the function many justified the killing
on the grounds that Dr. Tiruchelvam was
close to the government. The general feel-
ing was that while alive Dr. Tiruchelvam
made no positive contribution to the Tamil
cause, and his death made no difference

ambition of being a Parliamentarian has
been consistently rejected by Tamil voters.

A Tamil tabloid published in Colombo
also plays a negative role in this regard.
This weekly led and continues to lead the
media hound pack in a vicious campaign
against Dr. Tiruchelvam. The king pin is an
ex-militant turned Tamil parliamentarian
from a Tamil party. This tabloid has con-
tributed greatly towards undermining Dr.
Tiruchelvam’s image among Tamils.

Many years ago before the LSSP
aligned with the SLFP, Sirima
Bandaranaike referred to N. M. Perera in
Sinhala as the man who ‘nomaraa maru’
her late husband. This was in reference to
the Trotskyite leader’s sustained cam-
paign of political strikes against S.W.R.D
Bandaranaike. Likewise this tabloid too
can be accused in Tamil of ‘Kollaamal
Kondra’ in the case of Neelan. The lone
assassin standing at the Rosmead Place-

“If only all those Tamils
who are well aware of
Dr. Tiruchelvam'’s
positive and dedicated role
in the sphere of achieving
Tamil rights dared to articulate
their feelings publicly!

to the community, a lawyer present at the
function reported”.

These sentiments allegedly expressed
by sections of the Colombo Tamil commu-
nity are indeed outrageously wrong and
callously insensitive. They are however
symptomatic of a deep-seated malaise
that has afflicted the Sri Lankan Tamil
community. While the silent majority
among them remain overtly detached and
non-committal, a vociferously vituperative
minority continues to attack and character
assassinate a man who has already been
assassinated.

In the case of Dr. Tiruchelvam one is
able to discern all the signs of blaming-
the-victim syndrome and also, to borrow a
phrase from Indian commentator Praful
Bidwai, manifestations of ‘victimising the
victim’ itself. While he was alive Dr.
Tiruchelvam was the pet target of direct
and indirect Tiger propaganda. Almost
every Tiger organ within and outside Sri
Lanka dished out venomous and hateful
news and comments about him. The LTTE
poet laureate Puthuvai Rathinadurai writ-
ing under the pseudonym Viyaasan wrote
hate poetry ceaselessly against him.
Several others, including some Tiger fel-
low travellers who had their petty pickaxes
to grind, also followed suit.

Many persons with different motives
hitched their wagons to the LTTE star. An
easy way to curry favour or avoid Tiger
displeasure was to attack a vulnerable tar-
get. The inoffensive democrat that he was
Neelan Tiruchelvam fitted the bill. Thus
the past four or five years have seen a
cacophony of diatribes against him. Most
prominent among them was a distin-
guished. Tamil politician whose lifelon

Kynsey Road intersection destroyed only
Dr. Tiruchelvam’s body. But as far as the
Tamil reading public was concerned Dr.
Tiruchelvam’s political reputation had
been exterminated before.

What is repugnantly repulsive about
the situation is that the vilification of Dr.
Tiruchelvam continues among sections of
the Tamils even after his death. As was the
case before his death most of this malign-
ing is based on a wholesale distortion of
truth. The Tamil people who like to boast
of their millennia old cultural legacy seem
oblivious to the fact that one of their hal-
lowed values is being violated in the most
disgusting way.

The age old custom of not vilifying a
dead person is being flouted flagrantly in
the most foul manner. It must be noted
that the LTTE weekly ‘Eelamurasu’ pub-
lished in Paris too was constrained to pref-
ace a critique of Dr. Tiruchelvam with a
public apology to the readers for dishonor-
ing the Tamil cultural tradition of speaking
ill of the dead.

The Tamil tabloid in Colombo has been
publishing despicable news and views
about Dr. Tiruchelvam after his death too.
The man who was assassinated brutally is
now being character assassinated relent-
lessly. That a paper which claims to be the
largest selling Tamil weekly can go on
denigrating a dead person who cannot
defend himself speaks volumes about the
socio-cultural morass the Tamil communi-
ty has sunk into. The abysmal nadir in this
respect however has been reached by
‘vocal Warriors’ of upper crust Tamil socie-

ty.

The various pro-LTTE websites, e-mail
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exchanges and English journals have
been publishing various articles criticising
Dr. Tiruchelvam after his death. Some of
these written by ‘prominent’ but not neces-
sarily eminent Tamils have been collected
as part of a single web page in the New
York Tamil Sangam website. It is a good
indicator to gauge the depths of depravity
the Sri Lankan Tamils have descended to.
All decent people will be appalled by the
incredibly vitriolic attacks defiling the
memory of an intellectual giant whose only
‘crime’ was to strive for a peaceful settle-
ment.

The New York Tamil Sangam is in
many ways a front for the LTTE in the
USA. Nevertheless the office bearers and
most members are acknowledged profes-
sionals from the cream of Tamil society.
Yet they are able to indulge in a vulgar
exhibition that offends all canons of
decency.

Worse still are the motley crew of dem-
olition experts writing about Dr.
Tiruchelvam. They are supposedly mem-
bers of the Sri Lankan Tamil elite. Some
are alumni of Oxford and Cambridge;
some have dined and wined at the inns of
Lincoln, Gray, Inner and Middle Temple;
some have Ph.Ds from the prestigious
universities of the west. Yet they have all
like Caesar’s enemies ‘drawn their swords
separately to strike jointly’ in a revolting
display of necrophobia.

A Tamil poet described them succinct-
ly ‘Savathukku Mele Moothiram Peyyura
ngal’ (They are urninating on a corpse).
What is deplorable about this sordid affair
is that many of these people are old
Royalists and Thomians who knew Dr.
Tiruchelvam personally and had at various
times obtained favours from him too.

One’s disgust increases even more
when these Tamil websites pat them-
selves on their backs by publishing con-
gratulatory responses from readers over
the articles published.

These responding readers range from
retired UN experts to nuclear scientists,
from Catholic priests to university lectur-
ers. How is it that such ‘educated’ people
subjected to the emancipator aspects of
modern Western society and claiming to
be the legatee of an ancient and honor-
able culture violate the basic tenets of
decent conduct?

It is almost as if impelled by a desire to
ingratiate themselves with their masters,
the LTTE, each one is standing up to be
counted by the Tigers as having approved
their action. In a bid to ingratiate with the
LTTE, the diatribe authors are competing
among themselves, too. One of them has
published his ‘masterpiece’ as a glossy
booklet and is distributing it free by post to
sections of the Tamil Diaspora.

In contrast to this gutter sniping is the
conspicuous public silence of other
Tamils. Except for a few, most Tamils have
neither condemned the killing nor expr
essed their appreciation of Dr. Tiruc hel-
vam openly. It is this ‘deafening silence’
that is being interpreted by certain ele-
ments as a 'sanction’ of the assassination.
The truth however is that as Nirupama
Subramaniam expresssed it well “Tamil
souls have been mortgaged to the LTTE”".
In many cases it is a mortal fear of the
LTTE that has contributed to this non-
committal behaviour.

There have been several instances of
people condemning the killing in private
but not daring to say so in public. Some
who have been critical about the Killing
when conversing with trusted confidantes
have performed somersaults publicly. In
our villages there is a habit of not mention-

See Page 25
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ing the snake or devil by name. This is
because of the fear that some harm would
befall them as these personify evil.
Similarly the Tamil psyche too does not
dare mention the LTTE by name let alone
criticise it. The naive belief is that by
avoiding public comments against the
LTTE they could ward off possible danger
from it. If only all those Tamils who are well
aware of Dr. Tiruchelvam’s positive and
dedicated role in the sphere of achieving
Tamil rights dared to articulate their feel-
ings publicly!

What a qualitative difference it would
make to the current climate. But no, the
evil within exerts a stranglehold on the col-
lective vocal chords of the community. So
Dr. Tiruchelvam’s detractors are able to
create and promote the impression that he
was a traitor who had to be eliminated.

The assassination of Dr. Tiruchelvam
and its aftermath serve to portray vividly
the totalitarian hold exercised by the LTTE
over the collective conscience of the Tamil
community. An entity with neo - fascist ten-
dencies and is accountable to none has
appropriated the leadership of the Tamil
people. The right to express a different
viewpoint let alone dissent is effectively
tabooed. Again what a vortex the commu-
nity has been sucked into.

The majority of Sri Lankan Tamils are
Saivites. The right of dissent is an age old
Saivite Tamil tradition.

One of the great ‘Thiruvilaiaadals’
(Great Divine Feats) by Lord Siva pertains
to Nakkeeran the Madurai poet who com-
posed the ‘Tirumurugaattuppadai’. There
arose a doubt in the mind of the Pandyan
King as to whether the fragrance of his
queen’s hair was natural or artificial. Lord
Siva in an avatar wrote a stanza saying it
was natural. The King concurred. But
Nakkeeeran the head of the Tamil
Sangham or Academy objected. He said it
was artificial. Lord Siva began arguing
with Nakkeeran and finally revealed him-
self and expected submission from the
poet.

But Nakkeeran refused and continued
to say Lord Siva’s opinion was wrong.
Then Lord Siva threatened to open his
third eye in the forehead and burn
Nakkeeran. Still Nakkeeran was unrelent-
ing saying ‘Nettrikkann Thirappinum
Kuttram Kuttrame’ (Even if you open your
third eye your opinion is wrong). An angry
Siva burnt him to ashes but later relented
and resurrected Nakkeeran restoring him
to grace.

The Nakkeeran episode has come to
represent the courageous tradition of dis-
sent within the Tamil ethos. Today like
many other things the tradition and right of
dissent too have been exploded by the
barbaric hordes masquerading as Tamil
saviours.

Given the tremendous transnational
condemnation over Dr. Tiruchelvam’s
killing, it is easy to discern why the LTTE
and its minions have to keep on character
assassinating the man even after killing
him. These attempts though despicable
are in a sense feebly pathetic. Even as tor-
rents of enlightened world opinion pour
down in condemnation of the LTTE, a
small group tries hard to vilify Dr.
Tiruchelvam and justify his killing. Again
this will succeed to a limited extent only
among certain shades of Tamil opinion.

Subramaniya Bharathy the great Tamil
poet of early twentieth century when glori-
fying the Tamil language sang ‘Maraiv
aaga Namakkul Palangkathaigal Pesei
Payanillai, Thiramaana Pulamaienil Velin
aattar Athai Vanakkam Seithal Vendum’

(There is no use in talking about past mat-
ters among ourselves, if possessing merit
it must be praised by foreigners) .

Although this was in reference to the
merits of Tamil, it also applies to Neelan
Tiruchelvam and his Tamil detractors. Wh-
ile these so- called pseudo nationalist
Tamils character-assassinate Tiruchelvam
within the Tamils, International opinion that
matters continues to respect and honour
his life and work.

Contrary to the viewpoint that he
worked against Tamil interests,

Tiruchelvam was a man who had dedicat-
ed himself to the upliftment of the Tamils
and the redressing of their grievances.
Only unlike many of his abrasive and
chauvinist kinsfolk he possessed a larger
vision which realised that the ultimate

well-being of the Sri Lankan Tamils was
possible only in a united but not necessar-
ily unitary Sri Lanka where all communi-
ties including that of his own could co-exist
in a climate of peace, amity and harmony
with justice, equality and dignity.

Despite being maligned by extremist
sections on both sides of the ethnic divide
he strove relentlessly to achieve this goal
until a misguided suicide bomber cut short
a fruitful life on that fateful day.

It would indeed be a grave error for
Tamils to feel that Tiruchelvam was not
concerned about the Tamil plight or depict
his principled issue-based support to the
Kumaratunga regime’s endeavour at
Constitutional reform as a collaborative
act.

He was a moderate in terms of his
adherence to democratic principles and
abhorrence of violence. A salient aspect of
his political philosophy was illustrated dur-
ing his speech in Parliament on June 15
this year, opposing Capital Punishment.

He said “l would like to express my
strong moral opposition to this measure....
we cannot glorify death, whether in the
battlefield or otherwise. We on the other
hand must celebrate life and are fiercely
committed to protecting and securing the
sanctity of life, which is the most funda-
mental value without which all other rights
and freedoms become meaningless.”

This principled opposition to the poli-
tics of death, displacement and despair
certainly did not make him a devotee of
what is now described as the dominant
mode of the Tamil political struggle.

By his courageous and honest refusal
to pay lip service to the so called armed
struggle Tiruchelvam placed himself in the
unenviable position of being perceived by
the proponents of Tamil virulence as an
opponent of Tamil rights. Of course other
Tamil elements with their own petty axes
to grind promoted this perception and pro-
jected Neelan in a negative light.

The crux of the matter is that
Tiruchelvam was certainly not a moderate
when it came to Tamil rights. By character,
training and inclination he chose
Constitutional reform as the mode of
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achieving it.

Ranging from the time he wrote a dis-
senting report to the conclusions of the
Victor Tennekoon Commission on
Devolution to his efforts at Constitution
making in association with the People’s
Alliance Government he has never ever
compromised on the fundamental rights of
the Tamils.

He was a Constitutionalist but like the
founding fathers of the USA, a revolution-
ary constitutionalist. The Tamil pseudo-
nationalists criticising the draft constitution
as a 'sell out of the Tamils’ are yet to pres-
ent a coherent and effective critique on
those lines. The draft in its original form
was a path breaking exercise amounting
to quasi- federalism in the entire South
Asian region.

On the other hand the mirror images of
the Tamil hawks within the Sinhala com-
munity seem to have identified the
Constitution in the making as a potential
threat to Sinhala chauvinist hegemony in
the Island and until the time of his death
were bitterly critical of Tiruchelvam. A point
lost on his Tamil detractors.

Unlike many prominent Tamils who
seem wittingly or unwittingly oblivious to
the tragic Tamil predicament Tiruchelvam
was a man very much concerned about it.

Since political hypocrisy was not one
of his attributes Tiruchelvam realised that
the establishment of Tamil Eelam was nei-
ther desirable nor attainable. The pursuit
of such a mirage through a violent com-
paign could only result in long term misery
for the Tamils he felt.

The fact that the arena of conflict was
primarily the Northern and Eastern
Provinces meant hardship and suffering of

the highest order for the Tamils. Besides
he was very worried about the dispersal of
the Tamil community from their areas of
historic habitation and their consequent
relocation to other parts of the world.

‘It is this permanent migration that
would be the most detrimental factor to the
well-being of the Tamils in Sri Lanka’ was
a constant comment of his. A reduction of
numbers would result in diminished politi-
cal importance he felt. In that context a let-
ter by former Central Bank Governor N.U.
Jayawardena that was published in a
Colombo newspaper some time ago is rel-
evant.

Mr. Jayawardene in that pointed out
two things. First he said that the Sri
Lankan population would achieve zero
growth by 2025 and stabilise itself.
Second given the current rate of Sri
Lankan Tamil outward migration its popu-
lation percentage at that time would be
only 1.9%. As such it would become a
‘Manageable minority’ was NUJ’s conclu-
sion.

The drastic long term effect of the con-
flict on the Sri Lankan Tamils is something
that is either not realised or willfully
ignored by the ‘Vocal Warriors’ of the Tamil
Eelam armed struggle. The question of
whether the LTTE will win or lose the war
becomes irrelevant in a situation where
the Tamil population itself would become a
feeble entity as it is already becoming.

Those who proclaim triumphantly from
their safe abodes overseas that the LTTE
cannot be militarily defeated must ask
themselves whether such a possibility falls
within the objectives of their so called
‘enemy’. The longer the conflict rages on
the more the economy of the Tamil areas
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decline. Population decreases. In the final
analysis the Tamil war that began with a
bang will decay into a pathetic whimper.

There was also the factor of geopoliti-
cal reality that was against the birth of a
Tamil state on the Island. However much
the sacrifice and valour of the Tigers there
was just no way they could achieve their
goal in the long run. For these reasons
and more Neelan Tiruchelvam was among
those actively involved in trying to get the
war suspended.

He was also working diligently behind
the scenes to get the government to
resume talks with the LTTE. Tiruchelvam
felt that only third party facilitation initially
and subsequent mediation would suc-
ceed. This view that the war should end
and talks with the Tigers should be initiat-
ed did not endear him to many sections of
the government.

This coupled with his uncompromising
stance on constitutional issues like chang-
ing the unitary structure of the state led to
deteriorating relations between him and
the upper echelons of the current regime.
Atfter his death many government figures
are painting a glossy yet untrue picture of

the situation that prevailed.

Tiruchelvam wanted talks between the
government and LTTE for another reason
too. He was realistic enough to know that
the major player on the Tamil side was the
LTTE. Because of their destructive capac-
ity only the Tigers possessed bargaining
clout that could extract maximum rights for
the Tamils at the bargaining table he felt.

Besides there was a humane aspect
too. Though he did not agree with their
aims or methods Tiruchelvam had a great
deal of compassion and sympathy for the
young cadres of the LTTE sacrificing
themselves on the altar of Eelam. ‘It was a
needless waste of young lives for an
unwinnable cause’ he felt.

Although he has been demonised as a
Tamil traitor working against the LTTE,
history will record in the future that such
charges were way off the mark. Although
many Tamils are unable to see it now
there will come a time when posterity will
acknowledge and realise the value and
importance of Neelan’s current role.

The allegations made by Tamil sec-
tions against Tiruchelvam can be effec-
tively countered only with the passage of
time. In an environment where enlight-

ened global opinion appreciates
Tiruchelvam’s positive role, it may seem
incongruous to pay particular attention to
the negative reaction among a section of
the Tamils.

Nevertheless the fact remains that
though the man was a citizen of the world

he was rooted in the Tamil ethos. It would
have been simple and indeed safer for him
to ignore the Tamil plight and involve him-
self with other issues. Nevertheless he
remained concerned and tried in every
way possible to prescribe a political reme-
dy that would cure the malady.

It is therefore necessary that attempts
be made to salvage his unfairly tarnished
reputation among the Tamils. A start could
be made perhaps by publishing the vari-
ous Parliamentary Speeches he made
and the memoranda he wrote on behalf of
the Tamils. Also his role in Tamil politics
should be placed in proper perspective.

Neelan Tiruchelvam’s loss is irreplace-
able and his life cannot be redeemed. But
what can be done is to redeem his tar-
nished name among sections of the Tamil
people.

The bard of Avon in his immortal clas-
sic dramatises the eloquent oratory of
Mark Anthony. Though Brutus and his
cohorts had influenced public opinion to
revile Julius Caesar, Anthony reverses the
situation through adressing the people in
that famous oration which begins:
‘Friends, Romans, Countrymen’

Likewise the good name of Neelan has
to be salvaged and restored for posterity.
This is the least that can be done for this
gentle and noble soul who was indeed
goodness personified while living.
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AUTOMOTIVE

MOTOR VEHICLE dealers in Ontario
MUST be registered with OMVIC. To
verify dealer registration or seek help
with a complaint, visit
www.omvic.on.ca or 1-800-943-6002.
If you're buying a vehicle privately,
don't become a curbsider's victim.
Curbsiders are impostors who pose as
private individuals, but are actually in
the business of selling stolen or dam-
aged vehicles.

BUSINESS OPPS.

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO OWN
YOUR OWN PET FOOD BUSINESS,
turnkey for under $10K. For more
information Call Julie Mutch Toll-Free
1-877-738-3287 Ext. 217 or (604)
518-7706, www.ripleesranch.com.

EXCITING MOBILE TOOL FRAN-
CHISE - Complete Business System:
Premium Quality Products, Financing
programs, Extensive Training &
Support Programs. No franchise fees
or royalties. Call Matco Tools Toll-Free
1-888-696-2826. www.gomatco.com.

MONEY MAKER. Local route. No sell-
ing on your part. For more info call
1-866-821-25629,;
www.telecardinfo.com

MuslQ Club offers rewarding careers
as MuslQ Club Directors in major
Canadian centres. Qualifications:
music professionals, musicians or
teachers with business experience.
Contact: www.musiqdirector.com.

COMING EVENTS

CAMPING ONTARIO. Book your
Holidays! Chevy Trucks Present
Havelock Country Jamboree, Aug. 16-
19/07. Leann Rimes, JoDee Messina,
Lee Ann Womack, Terri Clark, Tracy
Lawrence, Tanya Tucker, Paul Brandt,
George Canyon, Gatlin Brothers,
Bobby Bare + More. For info & tickets
1-800-539-3353 or WWW.
havelockjamboree.com.

WWW.ONTARIOBERRIES.COM -
ONTARIO RASPBERRIES ARE
READY TO ENJOY! Buy Local, Buy
Fresh, Buy Ontario. For Raspberry
Farms and Markets in your communi-
ty, recipes and more, visit: www.
ontarioberries.com.

CAREER TRAINING

THERE IS A CRITICAL SHORTAGE
of quality-trained medical transcrip-
tionists throughout North America.
Start your on-line career training
today! At-home and on-site employ-
ment opportunities. 99% graduate
employment rate. Contact CanScribe
today for a free information package!
1-800-466-1535. www.canscribe.com,
info@canscribe.com.

EMPLOYMENT OPPS.

CHEAP TELEPHONE RECONNECT!
Only $39.95/month and low connec-
tion fee! Paying too much? Switch!
Connect now and get free voicemail!
Phone Factory Reconnect 1-877-336-
2274; www.phonefactory.ca.

CHEAPEST RATES: Switch for free
and save your dollars. $10.00 first
month  plus activation. Cheap
Unlimited Long Distance and Internet
(most areas). Easy Reconnect 1-877-
446-5877.

Our growing NATIONAL FIRM
REQUIRES positive, motivated
Warehouse & Delivery staff in

Downsview for current & future oppor-
tunities. Email
Joeh@probodyparts.com to apply.

PLAY AND WORK in the Canadian
Rockies! CRMR seeks people to join
teams in Banff, Lake Louise, Emerald
Lake. We are seeking Administrative
Assistant, Bell Staff, Cooks,
Dishwashers, Guest Services Agents,
Housekeepers, Maintenance,
Servers, Sous Chef, and other Upper
Management positions. Please fax
applications to 403-760-4495 or visit
www.crmr.com. Subsidized accommo-
dation and meals available.

PURCHASER - Inventory Clerk
required for busy auto/industrial sup-
plier. Minimum S years in purchasing,
will receive top wages, full benefits
and RRSP bonuses plus moving
allowances. Our 20,000 ft2 store is
located 2 1/2 hours N.E. of Edmonton,
Alberta in a community with many job
opportunities and/or local college for
spouse. See our community at
www.LacLaBicheRegion.com. Send
resume to: Sapphire Auto, Box 306,
Lac La Biche, AB, TOA 2C0. Email:
sapphire@sapphireinc.net.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

BELOW BANK RATES! $$$ 1st & 2nd
& Construction Mortgages, Lines of
Credit... 95-100% Financing. Poor
credit & bankruptcies OK. No income
verification plans. Call Jim Potter,
Homeguard Funding Ltd. Toll-Free
1-866-403-6639, email:
jim.potter@hughes.net.

PERSONALS

ABSOLUTELY MISTY RIVER INTRO-
DUCTIONS can find you that special
someone. CALL (416) 777-6302,
(705) 734-1292, WWW.
mistyriverintros.com.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal it with a
PARDON! Need to enter the U.S.?
Get a 5 year WAIVER! Call for a free
brochure. Toll-free 1-888-9-PARDON
or 905-459-9669.

FOR SALE

#1 HIGH SPEED INTERNET $18.95/
Month. Absolutely no ports are
blocked. Unlimited Downloading. Up
to SMps Download and 800Kbps
Upload. ORDER TODAY AT
www.acanac.ca or CALL TOLL-FREE:
1-866-281-3538.

AFREE TELEPHONE SERVICE - Get
Your First Month Free. Bad Credit,
Don't Sweat It. No Deposits. No Credit
Checks. Call Freedom Phone Lines
Today Toll-Free 1-866-884-7464.

ADD AND SAVE on home phone
reconnection. Bad credit - no problem!
Up to $30. off for new customers, plus
lower monthly rates! Call Tembo
1-877-266-6398 or sign up online
www.tembo.ca.

SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00 -
Convert your LOGS TO VALUABLE
LUMBER with your own Norwood
portable band sawmill. Log skidders

also available. WWW.
norwoodindustries.com - FREE
Information: 1-800-566-6899
Ext:4000T

STEEL BUILDINGS

ALLIED STEEL BUILDINGS FOR
SALE - Heavy industrial I-BEAM
BUILDINGS with Canada stamped
drawings. Delivery in as little as 6
weeks. Call 1-877-99-STEEL
(7-8335). Ask for James.

BUILDINGS FOR SALE! "Beat Next
Increase!" 25x30 Now $4100. 25x40
$5400. 30x40 $6400. 35x50 $9200.
35x70 $12,200. 40x80 $15,950.
Others. Ends/accessories optional.
Pioneer 1-800-668-5422.

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS
Durable, Dependable, Pre-engi-
neered, All-Steel Structures. Custom-
made to suit your needs and require-
ments. Factory-Direct affordable
prices. Call 1-800-668-8653 ext. 170
for free brochure.

HELP WANTED

DOG LOVERS! Enjoy a healthy &
profitable career as a professional dog
trainer. Government accredited pro-
gram-student loans and grants. Ben
Kersen & The  Wonderdogs.
www.wonderdogs.bc.ca, 1-800-961-
6616.

NOW HIRING - General Labourers /
Order Pickers [/ Experienced &
Certified Forklift Operators. MISSIS-
SAUGA. Please email resume to
info@gemstaffingsolutions.org or fax
resume to (905) 760-7991.

$$$ PAID WEEKLY! Company needs
part-time/full-time help to process
unclaimed bank accounts. Call 1-800-
731-0126.

SKILLED HELP WANTED

CARPENTERS / REMODELERS
$25+/hour. Canada's leading home
repair/remodeling company is seeking
carpenters, remodelers, Master
Electricians (M/F) in major Ontario
cities. Apply Toll-Free 1-800-884-2639
or on-line WWW.
handymanconnection.ca.

MORTGAGES

A BELOW BANK RATE, 1st and 2nd
Mortgages, 95% to 100% Financing,
Debt Consolidation, Self-employed
Specialists, All Credit Types consid-
ered, X-Bankrupts. CALL
TODAY  1-800-225-1777, www.
homeguardfunding.com, EST. 1983.

ARE YOU SINKING IN DEBT? f1st,
2nd & 3rd Mortgages. If you have
Bruised Credit - Bank Turndowns -
Debt Consolidation - Refinancing -
Self Employed - Power of Sale - Past
Bankrupt. We can lend a Hand.
www.canadalend.com Toll-free 1 (866)
i CAN LEND (1-866-422-6536) CALL
NOW!

AS SEEN ON TV APPROVED MORT-
GAGE - Whatever your credit score
with equity you're Approved for 1st or
2nd mortgage or a home equity loan.
Self-employed, self declared income,
great credit or poor credit, approved at
Best Possible Rates, 20 to 55 year
mortgages - you pick the term. Up to
100% financing, fast closings, no up
front fees. No more waiting to hear
declined by the giants. GO TO
www.LaBuick.com or CALL Toll-Free
1-800-580-6318.

LARGE FUND---Borrowers Wanted.
Start saving hundreds of dollars today!
We can easily approve you by phone.
1st, 2nd or 3rd mortgage money is
available right now. Rates start at
Prime. Equity counts. We don't rely on
credit, age or income. CALL ANYTIME
1-800-814-2578 or 905-361-1153.
Apply online at www.capitaldirect.ca

MORTGAGES - FREE INFORMA-
TION - INSTANT PRE-APPROVALS
BY PHONE FOR ALL PROPERTY
TYPES. Bank turndowns OK,
Bankruptcies OK, No/Low Income OK.

1st, 2nd, 3rd Mortgages,
Construction/Renovations, Debt
Consolidations, Purchases,

Refinancing. Easy Low Monthly
Payments. Good/Bad Credit. If you
have sufficient "Equity" ... YOU'RE
APPROVED!! Servicing Ontario for
over 20 years. CALL Toll-Free: 1-866-
996-8226 - Seven Days a Week
"Anytime." New Haven Mortgage
Corporation.

PAY TELEPHONE SERVICES

LIVE READING, LOVE* MONEY*
CAREER*. The best Canadian
Psychics 1-900-451-5756,
$2.85/minute. Bell Mobility dial # tarot
(82768), $2.79/min. 18+ Webcam
Reading, www.mediumcanada.com.

SERVICES

CLEAR criminal records with the
National Pardon Centre. Your peace
of mind guaranteed. Remove barriers
to employment, travel, more. Free
consultations. 1-866-242-2411. Apply
online: www.nationalpardon.org.
Member: Better Business Bureau.

CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD.
Free Pardon & U.S. Entry Waiver
Assessment. A record affects employ-
ment, travelling and other necessities.
Apply online
www.canadianpardons.ca or Call
1-800-298-5520.

DOOR & WINDOW SERVICE TECH-
NICIANS  Northern  BC/Alberta.
Experienced Glaziers for all-service
glass installations/repairs. Top wages.
Relocation expenses considered.
Contact: Bob or Ed, Phone: 780-532-
4711, Fax: 780-539-0252, Email:
bnormandeau@all-westglass.com,
Website: www.all-westglass.com.

HALTON REGIONAL POLICE is
presently hiring for Police Constables,
interested candidates may contact
recruiting at 905-825-4747, ext. 5116
or visit our website at www.hrps.on.ca.

VACATION/TRAVEL

RIVERBOAT CRUISING - St.
Lawrence & Ottawa River. The hassle
free way to travel. Unpack once, relax
& enjoy. Included: Shore excursions,
great meals & nightly entertainment.
3,5 & 6 nights. Private Staterooms.
From $995. St. Lawrence Cruise
Lines, 253 Ontario Street, Suite 200,
Kingston, Ontario, K2L 274,
TICO# 2168740. DIAL-A-BROCHURE
1 (800) 267-7868.
www.StLawrenceCruiseLines.com.

TIMESHARE RESALES -- 60-80% off
Retail! Best Resorts & Seasons! Call
for FREE Timeshare Magazine! 1-
800-496-5964. Browse online for over
400 worldwide properties -- www.
holidaygroup.com/ocn

TIMESHARE RESALES - Sell-Buy-
Rent. World's largest timeshare resale
broker. Stroman Realty - since 1979.
Worldwide selection of resort proper-
ties. Call today toll-free 1-800-201-
0864.

MISCELLANEOUS

$14.95 Monthly. UNLIMITED North
American Long Distance. Great
International Rates. Straight Dial,
24/7/365. Hundreds have signed up!
No Contracts, No switching phone
providers. 1-888-97-SIMPLE
www.simpleconnection.ca.

¢ [t’s Affordable ¢ It’s Fast ¢ It’'s Easy ¢ It’s Effective * One Bill Does It All

stern Qntarjo $133 - Central Ontario. $139 - All Ontario $424 « National Packages Available!

» Northern Ontario $82 « Eastern Ontario $743r'w!/,|f‘?+
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The Limits of State Sovereignty:

The Responsibility to Protect in the 21st Century

Eighth Neelam Tiruchelvam Memorial Lecture by Gareth Evans, President,
International Crisis Group, International Centre for Ethnic Studies (ICES) ,

Colombo, 29 July 2007

Today more than ever, on this eighth
anniversary of his assassination, Sri
Lankans and those in the wider interna-
tional community need to remember and
be re-inspired by Neelan Tiruchelvam's life
and achievements. While we can no
longer benefit directly from his remarkable
intelligence and learning, his boundless
energy, his political commitment, and his
optimism, we do still have his spirit living
among us in the ideas and institutions he
gave us, and in the example he set for us
of an engaged intellectual and a principled
politician.

Neelan was an extraordinary institu-
tion builder. The best known of those he
helped found are our host institution
tonight, the International Centre for Ethnic
Studies (ICES), so ably and imaginatively
now led by Dr Rama Mani, and the Law
and Society Trust (LST) — both of which
continue to make their intellectual and
political mark not only in Sri Lanka and
South Asia, but across the globe. Beyond
that Neelan played an important role in
creating the  Official Languages
Commission, the Human Rights Task
Force and later the Human Rights
Commission, as well of course as his own
distinguished law firm, Tiruchelvam
Associates, now led by his wife Sithie. His
ability to build and maintain institutions
was the product not only of good ideas
and hard work but also of his ability to
inspire others — particularly young people
— to see, believe in, and work for other-
wise hidden possibilities.

Of course the institutions he believed
above all worth building were effective,
decent states — protecting the rights and
interests of all their peoples, with conflicts
and disputes being resolved through law,
democratic process and effective govern-
ment structures, not violence. Probably
best known internationally as a brilliant
constitutional lawyer, Neelan was closely
involved in constitution-making processes
in Kazakhstan, Ethiopia, and Nepal, but
above all he will be remembered as a cen-
tral architect of the then Sri Lankan gov-
ernment's groundbreaking constitutional
proposals of the mid- and late-1990s,
which while unhappily never ratified, con-
tinue to inspire hope that a consensus on
a just constitutional and political settle-
ment is, in fact, within reach should only
the political will be there.

Neelan knew that political will is never
waiting in a cupboard to be found: it has to
be nurtured and generated, campaigned
for persistently and relentlessly. He was
an impressive scholar — with academic
interests and writings spanning a remark-
able range of topics from South Asian cul-
ture and ethnicity, to gender, political theo-
ry and of course constitutional law. But he
refused to limit himself to mere scholar-
ship, believing the obvious risks and chal-
lenges of politics were necessary for the
ideas he believed in to be brought to life,
to be made real in people's lives. And it
was his willingness to engage in electoral
politics as a member of the TULF and his
work in parliament and through other gov-
ernment mechanisms that ultimately, trag-
ically for him, his family and all of us, cost
him his life.

There is one other celebrated aspect

of Neelan Tiruchelvam's life and character
that is directly relevant to my main topic
tonight, and that is his cosmopolitanism.
Neelan's sense of community and attach-
ment went beyond ethnicity, beyond reli-
gion, beyond nation, and beyond region.
He didn't ignore or reject any of those par-
ticular attachments in the name of an
empty universality, but rather attempted to
connect them all in a more vibrant, inte-
grated, and just whole. He argued that

developing states not only had something
to learn from the richer, developed states
but also something to teach them, arguing
for instance, that the individualist dis-
course of human rights born in the West
"needs to be enriched by explicit reference
to the religious and cultural traditions of
South Asia." And he argued strongly, too,
that it was only if Western states them-
selves actively tried to live up to their own
professed principles, and applied them in
evenhanded ways, that their concern with
human rights in non-Western countries
could begin to be taken seriously.

Approaching issues in this integrated
way, confident of the contributions his own
country and culture and region could
make to wider international discourse, led
Neelan to have no fear of international
involvement designed to assist countries
like his own extricate themselves from
particular crises, or cycles of violence and
counter-violence in which they seemed to
be trapped. What mattered was whether
that involvement was not only effective,
but principled and consistent.

This leads directly into my subject
tonight: the limits of state sovereignty, and
the proper role of the international com-
munity in responding to catastrophic
human rights violations — genocide and
other mass Kkilling, large-scale ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity —
occurring within the boundaries of a single
country. There is a widespread concern
that involvement of countries in the affairs
of others, and in particular the involvement
of developed countries in the internal
affairs of developing ones, has not always
been principled or consistent in the past.

It is an article of faith around a good deal
of the global South that Article 2 (7) of the
UN Charter is to be read as an all-embrac-
ing prohibition when it says that "Nothing
should authorise intervention in matters
essentially within the domestic jurisdiction
of any State".

It is understandable that sovereignty
should be a very sensitive subject indeed
with the many states who gained their

independence during the decolonisation
era — states in all cases proud of their
new identity, in many cases conscious of
their fragility, and generally inclined to see
the non-intervention norm as one of their
few defences against threats and pres-
sures from more powerful international
actors seeking to promote their own eco-
nomic and political interests.

But the trouble with this approach, like
anything taken to extremes, is that it has
had a terrible downside, one which came
to a head in the 1990s in the international
response to the series of conscience-
shocking man-made catastrophes that
erupted in the Balkans and Central Africa
— most horribly the genocide in Rwanda
in 1994, followed by the almost unbeliev-
able default in Srebrenica just a year later.
Over and again, when situations seemed
to cry out for some response, the interna-
tional community reacted erratically,
incompletely, counterproductively or not at
all. And when killing and ethnic cleansing
started all over again in Kosovo in 1999,
and the international community did in fact
intervene militarily as it probably should
have, it did so without the authority of the
Security Council in the face of a threat-
ened veto by Russia, raising anxious
questions about the integrity of the whole
international security system.

The great debate throughout the
1990s was about the competing claims of
intervention and state sovereignty. One
side of the argument was the concept,
coined by Bernard Kouchner, the founder
of Medicines Sans Frontier and now
France's Foreign Minister, of 'droit
d'ingérence' — the 'right to intervene', or,
more fully, the 'right of humanitarian inter-
vention'. But while, from many perspec-
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tives this was a noble and effective rallying
cry — with a particular resonance in the
global North — around the rest of the
world it enraged as many as it inspired. On
the other side, equally vehemently claims,
mostly coming from the global South,
were made about the primacy and contin-
ued resonance of the concept of national
sovereignty. Battle lines were drawn,
trenches were dug, and verbal missiles
flew: the debate was intense and very bit-
ter, and the 1990s finished with it utterly
unresolved in the UN or anywhere else.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan at
one stage made his own effort to resolve
the conceptual impasse at the heart of this
debate by arguing that national sovereign-
ty had to be weighed and balanced in
these cases against individual sovereign-
ty, as recognised in the international
human rights instruments. But this fell on
deaf ears, being seen not so much as
resolving the dilemma of intervention but
restating it. In his report to the General
Assembly in 2000, the Secretary-General
brought the issue to a very public head,
saying in language that was both moving
and agitated, and which resonates to this
day: If humanitarian intervention is indeed
an unacceptable assault on sovereignty,
how should we respond to a Rwanda, to a
Sebrenica, to gross and systematic viola-
tions of human rights?

The task of meeting this challenge fell,
in the event, to International Commission
on Intervention and State Sovereignty
(ICISS), sponsored by the Canadian
Government, which | had the privilege of
co-chairing, along with the Algerian diplo-
mat and veteran UN Africa adviser
Mohamed Sahnoun. We presented our
report, entitted The Responsibility to
Protect, at the end of 2001. The
Commission made what are generally
now acknowledged to be two critical con-
ceptual contributions to resolving this
increasingly ugly and sterile debate.

The first was to invent a new way of
talking about 'humanitarian intervention'.
We sought to turn the whole weary — and
increasingly ugly — debate about the 'right
to intervene' on its head, and to recharac-
terise it not as an argument about the
right' of states to anything, but rather
about their 'responsibility’' — one to protect
people at grave risk: the relevant perspec-
tive, we argued, was not that of prospec-
tive interveners but those needing sup-
port. The searchlight was swung back
where it should always be: on the need to
protect communities from mass killing and
ethnic cleansing, women from systematic
rape and children from starvation. We very
much had in mind the power of new ideas,
or old ideas newly expressed, to actually
change the behaviour of key policy actors.
And a model we very much had in mind in
this respect was the Brundtland Commi-
ssion, which a few years earlier had intro-
duced the concept of 'sustainable devel-
opment' to bridge the huge gap which then
existed between developers and environ-
mentalists. With a new script, the actors
have to change their lines, and think
afresh about what the real issues in the
play actually are.

The second big conceptual contribu-
tion of the Commission, linked with the
first, was to insist upon a new way of talk-
ing about sovereignty itself: we argued,
building on an earlier formulation by
Francis Deng (the Sudanese scholar and

See Page 33
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with a Truck or Van
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the central question in Sri Lankan politics for
the entire 20th century. How to create a coun-
try that reflects pluralism, that reflects diversi-
ty, that reflects the differences, that reflects the
collective personalities of Tamils, of Hill
Country Tamils, of Muslims, of Sinhalese.
And that gets rid of this pathology of an exces-
sive nationalism which never recognises the
dignity and the difference and the personality
of the other.

In the 20th century, the great conflicts
which took place were often between empires
and between countries. In our century, the
great conflicts are inside countries, in Sudan,
in Rwanda and Sri Lanka. And so we have this
terrible tragedy of people who have grown up
side by side, whose children played together in
the schoolyards, whose lives were intertwined.
And who because of this pathology of exag-

gerated nationalism, which denies the person-
ality of others, has been allowed to fall into the
spiral of death and violence and destruction.
That is the spiral that we must break. And it is
in honouring the memory of Kethesh
Loganathan, that we go on to recognize the
need to build a better world. A world in which
everyone’s personality is recognized and a
world in which everyone’s unique and collec-
tive personality is recognized.

I don’t think it is an exaggeration to say
that politics in Sri Lanka has become addicted
to violence. The outside world has gotten used
to lethargy. And indifference has become an
addiction as well. These are all the things that
must change.

My dear friend, you died believing in the
possibility, and indeed the need for peace.
Those of us who you left behind, must live
with the same beliefs for which you died.
Thank you.

A widow remembers

-M. R. Narayan Swamy

GRIEF: It is tough to be a widow.
Tougher if the husband is gunned down at
your home. Worse, if the frail man had
been actually wondering how to cope if his
wife died before him. A fortnight after sus-
pected Tamil Tigers killed Ketheshwaran
Loganathan, his wife of 28 years is still in
shock.

LIFELONG PARTNER: Kethesh
Loganathan’s wife Bhawani lovingly puts
on the spectacles he regularly wore before
his remains were taken for cremation.

Bhawani Loganathan, 56, breaks
down as she recalls the fears Kethesh, as
he was popularly known, had voiced bare-
ly 10 days before his Aug 12 murder about
his many ailments that included failing
hearing, weak eyesight and an irritable
bowel syndrome that had never spared
him since childhood.

"How will | manage if you go away
before me?' he had asked me one day,'
said a sobbing Bhawani, speaking over

the telephone from her Colombo home.
'‘And | never thought that such a thing
would happen, and so soon.'

It was about 10 p.m. on Aug 12 when
some men appeared at their Colombo
home and called him out. He stepped out
warily - and was shot dead.

Bhawani remembers that Saturday
night, but recovers quickly and speaks
highly of the man she fell in love with
about three decades ago in Jaffna and
who slowly graduated from a hardcore
Tamil militant to eventually become the
deputy in the Sri Lankan peace secretari-
at. '"He was a man of courage and he
believed in certain values,' says Bhawani.

m Foundation.

'| did fear for him after he joined the peace
secretariat. | never thought it will happen
at home,' she adds, referring to the killing
blamed on gunmen from the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

Like in many such incidents, the LTTE
has not accepted responsibility. Kethesh
began his political career as an activist of
the Left-leaning Eelam People's Revol
utionary Liberation Front (EPRLF), was its
long-time spokesperson and passionately
opposed the LTTE. But he took no part in
the India-backed, EPRLF-led administra-
tion in Sri Lanka's northeast in 1987-90.

He took a fellowship in Norway in the
1990s and then lived in New Delhi for two
years. He quit the group in 1994, dabbled
in journalism and then took to more schol-
arly pursuits.

Kethesh and Bhawani had no children.
Both were voracious readers, in Tamil and
English, and led private lives, never host-
ing any parties and going to one only if it
was a must. He was 54 when he was
killed - two years junior to her. Early this
year he quit a think tank to join the Sri
Lankan government's peace secretariat, a
move some friends felt was a mistake,
since the body plays a key role in
Colombo's campaign against the Tigers.

But despite the dangers the new job
posed, Kethesh politely declined to accept
any security from the government that is
now locked in a virtual war against the
LTTE.

Bhawani, who has two brothers and a
sister, recalls fondly the many years she
spent in Tamil Nadu as a hospital employ-
ee and a state she now plans to visit to
scatter Kethesh's ashes in the Hindu holy
towns of Rameswaram and Kanyakumari.
We had money problems but | spent my
time treating patients. Nobody in the hos-
pital treated me differently though | was a
foreigner. | was treated like one of them. |
will go there next month with his ashes.’

Life is not easy now. She takes
homoeopathy medicines to relax. The
telephone receiver is kept off the hook
during nights and afternoons so she can
sleep undisturbed. But she has resumed
her reading habit and is hopeful of pulling
through as a library consultant.

There is one gift Kethesh has left
behind that she immensely treasures - a
volume of the Hindu epic Bhagavad Gita,
authored by Swami Chinmayananda. 'He
used to read it at night before sleeping. It
is with me. It is immortal.'

New Delhi, Aug 27.06 (IANS)
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diplomat now named by UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-Moon as his Special
Adviser for the Prevention of Genocide
and Mass Atrocities) that its essence
should now be seen not as 'control', as in
the centuries-old Westphalian tradition,
but, again, as 'responsibility’. The starting
point is that any state has the primary
responsibility to protect the individuals
within it. But that is not the finishing point:
where the state fails in that responsibility,
through either incapacity or ill-will, a sec-
ondary responsibility to protect falls on the
wider international community. That, in a
nutshell, is the core of the responsibility to
protect idea, or 'R2P' as we are all now
calling it for short.

After laying these foundations, the
Commission spelled out what the respon-
sibility to protect should mean in practice.
Certainly it means reacting effectively in
situations where genocide, ethnic cleans-
ing, war crimes and crimes against
humanity are currently occurring or immi-
nent. But it also means preventing situa-
tions, not yet at that conscience-shocking
stage but capable of reaching it, from so
deteriorating. And it means rebuilding
societies shattered by such catastrophes
to ensure they do not recur.

The action required by R2P is over-
whelmingly, preventive: building state
capacity, remedying grievances and
ensuring the rule of law. But if prevention
fails, R2P requires whatever measures —
economic, political, diplomatic, legal,
security, or in the last resort military —
become necessary to stop mass atrocity
crimes occurring.

As to who should in practice bear the
responsibility in question, for individual
states, R2P means in the first instance the
responsibility to protect their own citizens
from such crimes, and to help other states
build their capacity to do so. For interna-
tional organisations, including the United
Nations, R2P means the responsibility to
warn, to generate effective preventive
strategies, and when necessary to
mobilise effective reaction. For civil socie-
ty groups, R2P means the responsibility to
force the attention of policy-makers on
what needs to be done, by whom and
when.

It is one thing to develop a concept like
the responsibility to protect, but quite
another to get any policy maker to take
any notice of it. The most interesting thing
about the Responsibility to Protect report
is the way its central theme has continued
to gain traction internationally, even
though it was almost suffocated at birth by
being published in December 2001, in the
immediate aftermath of 9/11, and by the
massive international preoccupation with
terrorism, rather than internal human
rights catastrophes, which then began.

In just five short years, a remarkably
brief time in the history of ideas, the
responsibility to protect concept evolved
from a gleam in an international commis-
sion’s eye, to what now has the pedigree
to be described as a broadly accepted
international norm, and one with the
potential to evolve further into a rule of
customary international law.

The concept was first seriously
embraced in the doctrine of the newly
emerging African Union, and over the next
two to three years it won quite a con-
stituency among academic commentators
and international lawyers. But the big step
forwmard came with the UN 60th
Anniversary World Summit in September
2005, which followed a major preparatory
effort involving the report of the 2004 High
Level Panel on new security threats (of
which | was, rather conveniently, a mem-

ber) which fed in turn into a major report
by the Secretary-General himself. Both
these reports emphatically embraced the
responsibility to protect concept, and the
Summit Outcome Document, unanimously
agreed by the more than 150 heads of
state and government present and meet-
ing as the UN General Assembly, unam-
biguously picked up their core recommen-
dations.

A further important conceptual devel-
opment has occurred since the
September 2005 Summit: the adoption by
the Security Council in April last year of a
thematic resolution on the Protection of
Civilians in Armed Conflict which contains,
in an operative paragraph, an express
reaffirmation of the World Summit conclu-
sions relating to the responsibility to pro-
tect. And we have now begun to see that
resolution in turn now being invoked in
subsequent specific situations, as with
Resolution 1706 of 31 August 2006 on
Darfur. A General Assembly resolution
may be helpful, as the World Summit’s
unquestionably was, in identifying relevant
principles, but the Security Council is the
institution that matters when it comes to
executive action. And at least a toehold
there has now been carved.

But, for those of us who believe in
R2P, this is just about where the good
news ends. We are deluding ourselves if
think the battle is won, in the sense that
when the next R2P situation comes along,
involving large-scale Kkilling, or ethnic
cleansing, or other crimes against human-
ity, or all of the above, within a sovereign
state's borders — as surely some such sit-

diplomacy with major wavering-country
leaders, including India in particular, by
Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin.

In my travels since 2005, | have
become fairly accustomed to hearing sug-
gestions from the representatives of a
number of countries, not least in Asia —
and not excluding diplomats from Sri
Lanka — that while they had not been pre-
pared to break consensus and oppose
R2P language outright in 2005, they had
been less than pleased to see its inclusion
in the World Summit Outcome Document.
R2P, | have been told more often than |
like to recall, is simply another name for
humanitarian intervention, providing a
means for powerful countries, and in par-
ticular the West, to intervene in the inter-
nal affairs of smaller countries. But | have
to say that, even having been immunised
to this extent, | was more than a little taken
back when the head of the Crisis Group
office in New York reported to me a con-
versation two weeks ago, in which the
head of mission of a major country in the
Arab-Islamic world said to him: "The con-
cept of the responsibility to protect does
not exist except in the minds of Western
imperialists'.

What has gone wrong here? Why is
there so much continuing resistance to a
principle which has seemed to so many
others to be an important breakthrough,
capable of resolving an age-old debate in
a practical and principled way? Is there
anything that we of a cosmopolitan mind-
set — to pick up my earlier reference to
Neelan Tiruchelvam's extraordinarily de
cent, civilised and balanced approach to

Of course the institutions he believed
above all worth building were effec-
tive, decent states — protecting the
rights and interests of all their peo-
ples, with conflicts and disputes being
resolved through law, democratic
process and effective government
structures, not violence

uation will, some time, some where, and
maybe sooner than we think — there real-
ly will be a shared, instinctive, reflex glob-
al response. A response not only of horror
that something which we have all said
should happen 'never again' is in fact hap-
pening again. But a response which
makes something happen — mobilising
effective international action to actually
stop the threat.

As someone who has been speaking
and writing on this subject around the
world for several years now, | have been
well aware that the consensus reached at
the World Summit was based on fairly
fragile foundations. In 2005, a fierce rear-
guard action was fought, almost to the
last, by a small group of developing coun-
tries, joined by Russia, who basically
refused to concede any kind of limitation
on the full and untrammelled exercise of
state sovereignty, however irresponsible
that exercise might be. What carried the
day in the end was not so much consistent
support from the EU and U.S. — support
which after the invasion of Iraq in 2003
was not particularly helpful, it has to be
acknowledged, when it came to meeting
these familiar sovereignty concerns. The
support that mattered, rather, was persist-
ent advocacy by sub-Saharan African
countries, led by South Africa; a clear —
and historically quite significant —
embrace of limited-sovereignty principles
by the key Latin American countries; and

these kinds of issues — can possibly do to
get this debate back on the rails and gen-
erate the kind of response that this haunt-
ing issue of preventing genocide and
mass atrocity crimes demands?

| think what we need to do is address
and clearly answer four big misunder-
standings about R2P that exist to some
extent everywhere, but are particularly
prevalent in the global South.

Misunderstanding One. The first is that
R2P is only about military intervention,
that it is 'simply another name for humani-
tarian intervention'. This is absolutely not
the case, and that cannot be said too
often. R2P is above all about taking effec-
tive preventive action — recognising those
situations that are capable of deteriorating
into mass killing, ethnic cleansing or other
large-scale crimes against humanity, and
bringing to bear every appropriate preven-
tive response: political, diplomatic, legal
and economic. The responsibility to pre-
vent is very much that of the state itself,
quite apart from that of the international
community. And when it comes to the
international community, a very big part of
its preventive response should be to help
countries to help themselves. Paragraph
138 of the World Summit Outcome
Document makes that very clear:

Each individual State has the responsi-
bility to protect its populations from geno-
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crimes against humanity. This responsibil-
ity entails the prevention of such crimes,
including their incitement, through appro-
priate and necessary means. The interna-
tional community should as appropriate
encourage and help States to exercise
that responsibility.

So does Paragraph 139 of the docu-
ment, in which the world's leaders said,
again unanimously:

We also intend to commit ourselves,
as necessary and appropriate, to helping
States build capacity to protect their popu-
lations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity
and to assisting those which are under
stress before crises and conflicts break
out.

Of course there will be situations when
prevention fails, and reaction becomes
necessary. But reaction does not have to
mean military reaction: it can involve polit-
ical and diplomatic economic and legal
pressure, all measures which can them-
selves each cross the spectrum from per-
suasive to intrusive, and from less to more
coercive — something which is true of mil-
itary capability as well. As the ICISS
Commission insisted, 'the exercise of the
responsibility to both prevent and react
should always involve less intrusive and
coercive measures being considered
before more coercive and intrusive ones
are applied'. Coercive military action is
not excluded as a last resort option in
extreme cases, when it is the only possi-
ble way — as nobody doubts was the case
in Rwanda or Srebrenica, for example —
to stop large-scale killing and other atroci-
ty crimes. But it is an absolute travesty of
the R2P principle to say that it is about mil-
itary force and nothing else.

Misunderstanding Two. The second
misunderstanding, at the opposite end of
the spectrum, is that R2P is about the pro-
tection of everyone from everything. |
remember first thinking that this might
become something of a problem when a
distinguished international statesman,
who had been much involved in the inter-
vention versus sovereignty debate in the
1990s, asked me a few months ago
whether | agreed that the international
community had a 'responsibility to protect'
the Inuit people of the Arctic Circle from
the consequences of global warming! Of
course, linguistically, one can argue that
there is indeed a responsibility to protect
of some kind in this case — and in the
case of HIV/AIDS, or the proliferation of
nuclear weapons, and much more
besides. But 'human security' is much
more appropriate umbrella language to
use in these cases than 'R2P".

To use the R2P concept in any of
these ways is to dilute to the point of use-
lessness its role as a mobiliser of instinc-
tive, universal action in cases of con-
science-shocking killing, ethnic cleansing
and other such crimes against humanity:
the whole point of embracing R2P lan-
guage is that it is capable of generating an
effective, consensual response in
extreme, conscience shocking cases, in a
way that 'right to intervene' language was
not.

The trouble is, of course, that if you
stretch the R2P concept to embrace what
might be described as the whole 'human
security’ agenda, you immediately raise
the hackles of those who see it as the thin
end of a totally interventionist wedge — as
giving an open invitation for the countries
of the North to engage to their hearts con-
tent in the missions civilisatrices that so
understandably raise the hackles of those
in the South who experienced it all before.

Continue In Next Issue
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Thank you very much Mr Chairman, and
Ladies and Gentlemen, it is a great privilege
for me to have been invited to say a few words
at this occasion. I can’t help reflecting on the
fact that I think Kethesh would have expected
what happened during brother Anandas anga-
ree’s speech. I think he would have expected
there to be a discussion and a debate. I don’t
think he would be surprised at the emergence
of continuing political controversy and discus-
sion because this is so much of the life that he
lived, so much of the engagement that he had
as a political figure. From my observation, he
was a political person to the tips of his fingers.
He was deeply implicated in the struggle and
saw his life from the lens, lived his life through
that lens and tragically died through that lens.
It’s because of his political commitment and
his political courage that he is no longer with
us.

I am very honoured to have been asked to
speak because I don’t really come here so
much as a public figure. When asked if |
would come, I said I would for one simple rea-
son, and that is my friendship with Kethesh.
The last meeting that I had with him was a
very memorable one. He phoned me at my
hotel in Colombo and said that he had an
urgent need for a private meeting, and could |
have the meeting privately in a coffee shop
where nobody would know that we were hav-
ing the meeting. I was really surprised, but [
said of course I would be glad to have the
meeting. And I sat down and he said you have
to help because a friend of mine may well be
killed. I said explain to me why he will be
killed? And he went through the description of
the fact that he was a journalist, that he had
been actively engaged in the struggles for
democracy and human rights in the Tamil
community; and could we find a way to get-
ting him out of the country quickly so that he
would be salvaged and be safe and would not
be threatened. I did what I could. Let’s just say
that we were able to do something in that
instance. We were able to make a difference.

I mention this to all of you because I think
that those of us who live outside, who are not
part of the Tamil community and who are not
Sri Lankans. To come from Canada and have a
private conversation with someone who says
the life of a dear friend of theirs is threatened
and that they could well be shot is something
that is a little bit outside our experience. In
Canadian politics, you run for election and you
win or you run for election and you are defeat-
ed. But once you have either won or defeated
you go home and live your normal life, you
don’t have to have bodyguards, you don’t have
threats to your life, you don’t live your life in
fear that you are not going to be able to get up
in the morning and carry on your life. But that
is very much a world which is lived in, that is
a world which you find yourself, a world that
many of you have found yourselves.

I can’t help but say on this occasion, that
the very last conversation I had with
Lakshman Kadirgamar who at that time was
Foreign Minister, was a very vigorous one
hour conversation about the country. I was
sharing with him some ideas for the need for
change in the governance and the need for
greater openness on the part of the government
of Sri Lanka and the respective changes that
were required. And it was a very vigorous dis-
cussion and at the end of the discussion, he
said to me, you know Bob, the trouble with
this conversation is that you are a Canadian
and | am a Sri Lankan Tamil, and you can
never really understand from where you sit
and your experience the threat that [ am under.
He then went on to say, I could be killed in my
garden, I could be killed in my swimming

pool. A month later he was. A month later he
was assassinated.

So for Canadians, and for all of us, if you
like, outside the country who have been so
deeply affected by the country, and who have
fallen in love with the country, and what to
help make something happen, this occasion for
me is a chance for me to say a few things. Not
only about our dear friend who we lost, but
also if I may, in the remarks that I am going to
give which I hope are not too long, a few
words, a few reflections on the struggle we

have all witnessed over many many years. |
knew Kethesh as an intensive, as a thoughtful
man who was ready to speak ironically of his
whole past, of his whole experience of
Marxism, of the twists and of the turns of his
life. He was a very proud Tamil, he believed
profoundly in the recognition of his people, of
the collective interest of the Tamil people. In
the need to end the profound discrimination
that has so deeply affected the lives of Sri
Lankan Tamils.

But he was also very much a pragmatist,
who in accepting his last job as a member of
the Peace Secretariat, fought hard for the
emergence of what he came to call "an enlight-
ened self interest" of all Sri Lankan leaders to
a resolution of the conflict that would lead to
some kind of federal type constitution for Sri
Lanka, where what he referred to as self rule
and shared rule would be the order of the day.

My memories of him are very warm ones.
It has already been mentioned, he was an
exceptional intellect, he had a great capacity
for thought, he was very interested in engag-
ing, not in an argumentative way but in an
intellectual way, with respect to the issues that
were being spaced. His analysis was always
thoughtful was always penetrative. How much
we would all benefit today from his analysis of
what is taking place. He had an ironic sense of
humour, and a tremendous commitment to his
friends, to his colleagues, and of course to his
wife, Bhawani.

Like many of his contemporaries, like
many of you, he was essentially obsessed with
politics, because that was his life. He saw his
role through a political lens, he lived his life
through a political lens. And he was also
obsessed with what he thought was ultimately
the public interest, and that was what his life
was all about. And there is little doubt,
although we can argue as some have argued
today about what happened. But there is no

doubt in my mind whatsoever that it is because
of politics, that it is because of his commit-
ments, that he lost his life. He could have cho-
sen to lead a private life. He could have chosen
to lead a life where he said I am going to run a
business, or I am going to become a consultant
or I am going to leave the country. I am going
to simply become a private person. I am going
to forget about this whole thing because there
is nothing we can do about all of this. I am
going to become a private person. He could
have said that and could have done that. And
he chose not to do that and that’s why he died.
He died because of his public commitment. He

“"He died because of
his public commitment.
He died because of his
commitment to
the public interest.
He died because he
loved his people
and because
he loved his country.
That’s why he died.”

died because of his commitment to the public
interest. He died because he loved his people
and because he loved his country. That’s why
he died.

He was assassinated, and we use the term
assassination to refer to the killing of a politi-
cal person, to the specific targeting of one indi-
vidual, who for whatever reason, his enemies
believe, he is a threat to their cause, and to
their position and to their goals. He was assas-
sinated as so many others have been killed.
And when we think of here when in the strug-
gle for peace and justice in Sri Lanka. The
struggle for peace and justice for the Tamil
people, we have to understand that many many
people have died in the struggle and not all of
them have been killed by the Sri Lankan army
or the military conflict. Many have been killed
because of the internal struggle within the
Tamil community and because the struggle for
power within the Tamil community. Kethesh
was one of them. We have to recognise, now,
here the lapse of the ceasefire, that Sri Lanka
has become a terrible, terrible killing field.
Military jets bomb orphanages, villages, and
hospitals, soldiers kill soldiers, political lead-
ers are gunned down in their homes, children
are killed in school buses, teen-age children
are indoctrinated to strap a bomb around them,
walk into those crowded spaces, and blow up
themselves and dozens of others. It’s very hard
to find the words to express the sadness and
outrage that we all feel to describe the tragedy
that is now taking place in Sri Lanka.

Because of who he was, and how he lived
his life, Kethesh would have wanted any cere-
mony about him to focus on the country that
he loved. I express my deep sympathy to his
wife on their terrible loss. We must also re-
commit ourselves to the cause of peace and
justice in Sri Lanka today.

It is a truism that there is always, in life, a
gap between words and actions. But nowhere
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is this gap truer than in Sri Lanka. We are still
today waiting for meaningful action from the
government of Sri Lanka on a new constitu-
tion. We are still waiting for the proposal that
has supposed to have been coming for the last
several years. The peace process, in my view,
collapsed because of this incapacity for action,
this unwillingness to take the next logical step
that needed to be taken - by the government on
real change, and yes, [ would say, by the LTTE
on recognizing the rights of other Tamils to
their own political opinions - and this paralysis
has now led to the humanitarian crisis we see
today, thousands killed in the last year, two
hundred thousand, at least, rendered homeless
and refugees in the north and east, more beat-
ings and disappearances, and children recruit-
ed into guerrilla armies under the nose of the
government of Sri Lanka.

But I have to say there is lots of blame
going around because the world itself watches
and the world does nothing. What is happening
in Sri Lanka is certainly as bad as anything
happening in Lebanon or in Gaza. But the dif-
ference is that the television cameras of the
world are kept away, and it is much harder to
reach Batticaloa than it is to get to Beirut. But
the destruction and loss of life are just as bru-
tal. Its amazing, and Kethesh really understood
this, in the politics of the world today it seems
to really just depend on where can the cameras
get to, where can the journalists get to in order
to have blazing headlines as to the humanitar-
ian crisis that is taking place? And because
they can’t get to what is taking place in Sri
Lanka, people are unaware of it, governments
don’t respond to it, they don’t realise that it is
a humanitarian crisis that is getting worse day
after day. There is malnutrition, there are beat-
ings, there are disappearances, there is home-
lessness, there is just as much a crisis there, as
in any other part of the world that people read
about or hear about on a worldwide scale.

From this meeting to honour the memory,
of our brother Loganathan, we must recommit
ourselves to the need for international engage-
ment in Sri Lanka. We cannot allow the indif-
ference to continue. In particular, I believe the
Sri Lankan government must accept the pres-
ence of international human rights monitors in
all parts of the country. There cannot be any
part of the country which is a no-go zone. For
the implementation of human rights, and for
the monitoring of what is actually happening
to the people. There is no exclusively military
solution to this conflict. It is an illusion to
think that there is a military answer to the con-
flict. There is no military answer to the con-
flict. Because already the price this past year
has been too high. We have seen in this last
year more deaths, more refugees, more malnu-
trition, more despair. None of these can be the
answer. But for peace with justice to happen,
the reality is, change has to come from all
sides. The LTTE and the other organisations,
the Karuna group, all organised groups that
have got the possession of arms have to make
the transition to democracy. The killing must
stop as well; as much as the recruitment of
children. And the world community must take
its responsibility as well - a lack of focus, the
lack of discipline, the lack of resources after
the ceasefire agreement has helped the good-
will that was there slip through our fingers. I
had the occasion to attend virtually every one
of the so called negotiations that took place
after the ceasefire and the reality of these dis-
cussions was that there really were no negoti-
ations, there really were no deep discussions
about change. There were no serious proposals
on the table that will lead to further change
from the government. There was a refusal to
do that, an unwillingness to bring forward pos-
itive motions and positive events. And that in
itself has made this process of considerable
concern for people.

And finally I would say that the critical
step that must take place is for the Sri Lankan
government to recognise not only the individ-
ual rights of Sri Lankans but the collective
rights of Sri Lankans. Not only the rights that
pertain to one national group but the rights that
pertain to all national groups. This has been

See Page 32
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Richmond Hill

$379,900

3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
The Humberlands. Detached Brick.
Excellent Richmond Hill Location,Superb
Condition, Great Layout. Massive Yard.
Close To Schools, Highways, And All
Conveniences.

Kipling/Steeles

$269,900

4 Bedrooms, 2 Washrooms
Location! Location! Location! Great
Family Home W/Basement Apartment
W/Separate Entrance Throughout Hrdwd
FIr Renovated&Freshly Painted Spacious
Liv&Din Opportunity For 1st Time Buyer
Claose To Ttc, Park, Schools, Mall & Church

Eglinton/Midland

l._‘_-—--“"" - e

$184,900

2+1 Bedrooms, 2 Washrooms
Rainbow Village Luxury Condo, Bright,
Spacious Corner Unit, Unobstructed
South Facing View, Executive Suite, 2
Bdrms + Den. 24Hr Gate House, Steps To
Subway, Ttc, Shopping Centre, Amaz-
ing Rec Ctr, Daycare In Building, Brand
New Carpet, Super Clean Unit, Very Well
Maintained!

Markham/16th Ave

3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Beautiful Detached Home In Demand
Area.Hardwood & Ceramic Throughout

Main Floor. Lots Of Sunlight In This House.

9Ft Ceiling On Main Floor, Oak Stairs, W/I
Closet, Jacuzzi & Sep Shower In Master
Bedroom. Steps To Public School & Yrt

Transit.

Markham/Pamtedpost

$249 000

3+1 Bedrooms
2 Washrooms

Power Of

Keele/Finch

$147,000

4 Bedrooms, 4 Washrooms
Shows Extremely Well, No Waiting For EI-
evators - Convenient 1st Floor, New Lami-
nate Floor In Lr, Dr Overlooks Sunken Lr
With W/O To Balcony All Elf's, All Blinds,
Alarm System, Mirrored Closet Doors In
Hall, Mirros In Dr,
Full Access To Rec Centre, Close To Shops,
Schools, Ttc, York University.

Pathmarajah (Raj) Ariyanayagam, Salesperson
pir: 416-930-HOME (4663)

Rlchmond H|II

$295,000

3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Executive Freehold.Very Bright And
Spacious. Kept To Perfection. Rarely Seen
Pride Of Ownership Like This One.Quiet
Lovely Complex With Walking Distance
To Yonge St & All Amenities

Richmond Hill

$255,500

3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Most Desirable Location In Richmond
Hill! Bright, Clean & Spacious. Excellent
Layout, Move-In Condition, 2 Parking
Spots, Walking Distance To Yonge Street,
Close To Library, Public Transit, Hillcrest
Mall & Schools. Over 2000 Sq.Ft With Lots
Of Storage Space.

19th Ave/Bayview

$479,000

150'Frontage Mostly Level Building Lot
Comprising Almost 1-1/2 Acre. |deal For
Custom Builder Or If You Are Looking To
Build That Dream Home. Desirable And
Growing Area Between Leslie & Bayview
Ave. Close To All Conveniences And Min-
utes To 404/407.
Future Possibilities May Exist.

Ganesh Thangaraja h, Salesperson
pir: 416-994-9046

ROYAL LePAGE
LI
Connect Realty, Brokerage

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bus: 416.284.4751 880 Ellesmere Road. Suite 203, Scarborough

Lawrence/Scar Golf

$279,900

4 Bedrooms, 4 Washrooms
Bright Cheerful Home With Finished
In-Law Apt W/Separate Entrance & Above
Grade Windows. Freshly Painted Thru-
Out, Hardwood Floors Thru-Out Main
Floor, Light Filled Family Size Kitchen
Overlooking Lovely Back Garden,
Separate Laundry

B|rchmount/EIIesmere

$237,000

2+1 Bedrooms, 2 Washrooms
Less Than 2 Years! Newer Tridel Building!
24 Hour Concierge. Steps To Ttc, Close
To Shops & Hwy 401.Smart Wired Bell
Expressview For Condos. Extra Indirect
Lighting Over Pass Through. Enjoy Virtual
Golf, Card Room, Media/Theatre, Guest
Suites, Southern Exposure.

$289,900

3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms
Spacious 3 Bedroom Link, Situated In
A Well Sought After Area In Pickering.

Ceramic Floors Offered In Inviting Foyer,
Main Floor Laundry Room, Hallway Thru
To The Eat-In Kitchen With Ceramic Back-
splash & Breakfast Area. Breakfast Area
Features A Walk-Out To Patio & Backyard.
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