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Israel-through

the backdoor

“

When one’s nose itches,
the sensible thing is to
scratch it directly, using the
right hand or the left, depen-
ding on one's preference,
But there are some people
in this world who would like
to take their hand right
round their head to touch
their nose!

We are reminded of this
aberration when we look
upon many of the things that
the Jayewardene Govern-
ment has done since it as-
sumed office in 1977.

For instance, when it be-
came Recessary to carry out
the IMF-dictated devalua-
tion of the rupee with the
first Budget, our Minister

of Finance spoke of the
‘‘equalisation of exchange
‘rates.”

Whenever the prices of
goods and services had to be
upped, for valid reasons or
not, Government leaders re-
ferred to the ‘crevision” of
prices, never increases,

Almost always euphemi- '

sms, when direct talk could
not have had any more worse
consequences.

~ The plain fact is that, in
most instances, the Govern-.
ment had not dared or both-
ered to take the people into
its ' confidence. It’s been
double-think and double-
speaks, so to say.

BUT THERE IS NOTH-
ING TO BEAT THE WAY
THE ISRAELIS HAVE
BEEN ALLOWED TO
COME BACK TO SRI
LANKA.

The Israelis had a legation-
in Colombo until they were
asked to leave by Mrs.
Sirima Bandaranaike’s first
Sri Lanka Freedom Party
regime in persuance of its
policy of support for the
Palestinian cause.

The successor UNP re-
gime led by Mr. Dudley
Senanayake allowed the Is-
raelis back in 1965,

UN RESOLUTIONS

But in July 1970, Mrs,
Bandaranaike’s secopd re-
gime suspended ties with
Israel ‘cuntil such time as
Israel -either conforms to the
resolutions of the United
Nations Security Council of
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All news and views appearing in the SATURDAY
REVIEW have been subjected to censorship by the

Government Agent of Jaffna, who is the Competent
Authority appointed for this purpose by the Secretary
to the Ministry of ‘State, acting under Emergency

This is a Special censbrship that applies only to
the SATURDAY REVIEW of all newspapers in Sri

In addition to the constraints imposed on us by the
censorship, the Sixth Amendment to the Constitution,
approved by Parliament on 6th August 1983, states
under Article 157 A (1): “No person shall, directly or
indirectly, in or outside Sri Banka, support, espouse,
promote, finance, encourage or advocate the establish-
ment of a Separate State within the territory of Sri

22nd November 1967 and
subsequent dates, and with-
draws its armed forces from
the territory of the United
Arab Republic, Syria and
Jordan, which they occupied
by force after 4th June 1967,
or arrives at any solution
acceptable to the Arab States
concerned’’,

After the return of the
UNP to power in 1977, the
Israelis again began making
overtures and there were a
number of contacts between
Colombo and Tel Aviv at both
official and unofficial levels.

However, it has taken

‘seven years for the UNP

Government to finally de-
cide to allow the Israelis
back—through the backdoor
and with the blessing of the
US Government .

An Israeli “Interests sec-
tion” is to be cstablished in
the U. S. Embassy in Col-
ombo, which will enable it
to supply certain, “speciali-
sed services’’ to Sri Lanka
reportedly in accordance
with a request made by the
Jayewardene Government.

Why the hell could not
the Government ask Is-
rael to come in straight
away and establish an
embassy, instead of all
this subterfuge?

+nd to hell with the
consequences. As the
Minister for National Sec-
urity told Pariiament, he
would even talk with the
devil, not merely the
Israelis, to maintain Sri
Lanka's integrity.

(Also see page 10 for com-
ment by Mrs. Srima Banda-

ranaike)

visits to China, Japan and

THE NEW
GAJABAHU

What is biting our good old Prime Minister ?Patriotism?
The [atest salvo he fired from his Big Mouth must have
shaken the ramparts of the Red Fort in Delhi to their foun-
dations. : :

We are reminded of King Gajabahu who in the 2md
century A.D. invaded South India and came back with 6,000
captives. Our latest “‘Ranakami” appears to be ready,
if need be, to take the whole of India, even single-handed.

Unfortunately for Ranasinha Premadasa, there seems to
be “traitors” within = his own camp.

One of them is reported to have said that there was .a
conspiracy to divide Sri Lanka by inciting India. The aim
was to bring the two countries into conflict so that the Indian
Army would come in here, resulting in the division of the
country.

Mr. Premadasa’s ministerial colleague is reported to
have added: “Sri Lanka is perched in a Pprecarious position
in_current times and we have to be cautious about what we
said and how we acted so that we would not drag in India” .

What cowardly words, in contrast to Mr. Premadasd’s -
challenge to India to invade Sri Lanka, if it dared. ol

“If India will invade us from Trivandrum, then we will
face it”, he is reported to have said. Sy

Bravo! Mr. Prime Minister. : {

But to move the bulk of our crack Armed Forces to' the
Northern shores to face an Indian invasion, if it does materi-
alise, good roads are necessary. j

So, Sir, why not begin by filling in the pot-holes on the
road from Colombo to Kankesanturai first?

And allow our Minister of Foreign Affairs to do all tke

talking to keep the “‘enemy” confused until our wdr prepar-
ations get into top gear?

JR OFF AGAIN

President J.R Jayewardene,
who returned to the Island
on 31-st May after * State

there were problems at
home needing urgent atten-
tion, .

South Korea, will leave on
a state vjsit to the United
States on 14th June.

This will be the eight
visit abroad by Mr. Jaye-
wardene as President, the
Very person who once taunt-
ed Mrs. Sirima Bandara-
naike, when Prime Minister-
for gallivanting abroad when

He even said during  the
1977 election campaign that
if the UNP. were installed
In power, he would prefer
to remain at home and
attend to the people’s prob-
lems, leaving it to Mrs. Ban-
daranaike, who was descri-
bed by her admirers as
Leader of two-thirds of the
world’ to attend to foreign
affairs!
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TORTURE... TORTURE.. TORTURE..

BEATINGS IN POLICE STATIONS

Although most of the
allegations of torture recei-
ved by Amnesty Internatio-
nal concern political detai-
nees, - it does occassionally
receive reports of ordinary
criminal suspect being tor-
tured in order to elicit con-
fessions, and information
received over many years
strongly suggests that the
torture of ordinary criminal
suspects is routine in Tur-
kish police stations: most of
these reports describe bea-
tings.

However, all the detailed
information on torture in
Amnesty International’s pos-
session relates to political
prisoners, the majority of
whom are reportedly ill-
treated in some way during
the detention period. Some
well-known detainees — not-
ably those detained in
connection with the Turkish
peace Association and for-
mer members of Parliament
held immediately after the
coup—have apparently not
been tortured, but. they
constitute a small minority
of such cases known in
Amnesty International.

In most instances, torture
was allegedly inflicted by the
police and took place in
police stations, but Al has
received detailed allega-
tions that torture has been
inflicted in military establi-
shments in Diyarbakir in
Diyarbakir Military prison
and Mamak Miltary prison,
near Ankara. Reports have
been received, too, of priso-
ners having been tortured
and ill-treated in a number
of other military establish-
ments, including Metris

Military prlson in Istanbul
and Erzurum Military prison
in eastern Turkey.

Following the death in
custody of the detainee Bhan
Erdost on 7th November
1980, the Commander = of
Mamak Military prison, Col.
Raci Tetik, made this state-
ment to the Ankara Martial
Law prosecutor;

DECLARATIONS ON
TORTURE

‘“No State may permit
or tolerate torture or
other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or
punishment. Exceptional
circumstances such as a
state of war or a threat
of war, internal political
instability or any other
public emergency may not
be invoked as a justifica-
tion of torture or other
cruel, inhuman or degra-
ding treatment or punish-
ment.” (Article 3 of the
United Nations Declara-
tion on the Protection of
All Persons from Torture

and. other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment

or Punishment.)

“No person shall be
subjected to torture or to
cruel, inhuman or degra-
ding treatment or punish-
ment.’’ (Article II of the
Constitution of the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka.)

“] had given orders that
after the preliminaries
were completed all priso-
ners with the eXception

“the extraction of

of the aged, women and
children, the lame and
the diseased, should be
struck with a truncheon
once or twice each below
the waist in their -rude
places (buttocks) and on
the palms of their hands
and they should be war-
ned not to cometo prison
again. I am not going to
deny my order. My aim
is to ensure discipline.”

Methods of torture have
included electric shocks.,
burningwith cigarettes, han-
ging from the ceiling by
hands or feet for prolonged
periods ~ and beating and

- assaults on all parts of the

body, including the sexual
organs.

The most severe torture
has usually taken place
during the detention period
(when the detainee is held
incommunicado). Prisoners
may by law be detained for
up to 45 days before having

to be brought before a

court to be charged or relea-
sed. The main purpose of
the torture appeared to be
informa-
nation and confessions. al-
though intimidation was also
an important element.

The routine beatings
which took placein military

- prisons, where people were

sent after being charged or
convicted seem to have been
for the sole purpose of
maintaining discipline. Al
knows, however, of some
instances of prisoners having
been taken again for inte-
rrogation and  tortured
again, even after several
years in prison.

Torture in Turkey

Torture of political det-
ainees in Turkey was alrea-
dy a major concern of
Amnesty International be-
fore the military coup of
September 1980. An increas-
ing number of torture alle-
gations had led the organis-
ation tosend a research
mission to Turkey in May
that year, when AI concl-

uded that torture was wide-

spread and systematic and
that most people detained
by police and martial law
authorities were tortured-
and in some cases tortured
to death.

The number of torture
allegations and reports of
deaths in custody increased
after the coup - this was
undoubtedly related to the

increased number of people
detained and the lengthen-
ing the incommunicado
detention period since Sep-
tember 1980 by amendments
to the martial law regul-
ations.

The following eXtracts
from the introductions to
the country entries on
Turkey in the last four Al
annual reports illustrate
how the Turkish authoriti-
es have persisted in the
torture. of prisoners diiring
the present decade.

,1980 - The concerns of
AI were prisoners of con-
science and the legislation
which leads to their impri-
sonment; cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatment or
punishment of prisoners...

1981 - The main concerns

of Al weie torture, eXecut-
ions and...
1982 - Turkey remained

under martial law through-
out 1981. AI was concern-
ed that thousands of people
were imprisoned, many
for non-violent political
activities; torture was wide-
ly used... »

1983 - AI concerns Were
large numbers of prisoners
of conscience, widespread
and systematic torture and
ill-treatment of
prisioners...

Allegations of widespread
and systematic torture of
political prisoners continued
1983 and the
pattern has shown no signi-
ficant change during 1984,

throughout

£

political

(Based on. Amnesty Intelnatlonal s Newsletter for May 1984)

Appeal by AL
Sri Lanka Section

Amnesty International’s
Campaign for the Abolition

of Torture (CAT) was
bpgun in 1973. This camp-
aign helped provide ' the

vital impetus for the Declar-
ation on the Protection of
all persons from torture and
OtherCruel, Inhuman or degr-
ading treatment or Puni-
shment, (Declaration on
Torture), adopted by the
United Nations General
Assembly in 1975.

Al initiated a renewed
worldwide campaign, and
we of the Sri Lanka section
would greatly appreciate
your co - operation in condu-
cting the campaign in our
country.

We are anxious to work
with various organisations.
Therefore feel free to write
and hglpus getin touch with
any organisation which may
be interested in ‘working
with us. We also welcome

conduct of the campaign.

Please address all your
correspondence to: JAGATH
SENARATNE,

Campaign Organiser,
Al — CAT

21, Chitra Lane,
COLOMBO 5

Words of
Wisdom

“Cooperate with your fel-
lowmen for common welfare
and prosperity:”’

—Sri Swami Sivananda

“The craving for know-
ledge, for undiminishing
happiness and abiding peace
is inherent in every human
being. The unceasing strug-
gle, consciously or uncons-
ciously, to attain the above
state is part and parcel of
life.”

—Sri Swami Sivananda

“The only thing necessary
for the triumph of evil, is
for good men to do no-
thing.”

—Edmund Burke

“We must learn to live to-
gether as brothers, or we

will perlsh together as
fools ”

—Martin Luther King

(Compiled by Jupiter)

Beginning in April 1984, '

any suggestions as to the

IT
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The planned visit to the
United States of America by
President Jayewardene  this
month reminds me of a
visit to that country under-
taken by another Srilankan
ieader.

That was exactly 30 years
ago, when the U. S., guided
by President Eisenhower and
Secretary of State John Fos-
ter Dulles, was very keen
to draw Sri Lanka also into
the Western system of mili-
tary allincaes, as part of its
overall policy to prevent the
spread of Communism in
Asia.

The visitor was the mili-
tantly Anti-Communist . *Sir
John Kotelawala, a great ad-
mirer of the West, especi-
ally America, just like Mr,
Jayewardene and most other
United National Party lea-
ders, past and present.

No sooner the visit was
confirmed, fears were voiced
about the possibility that while
in Washington, the impetuous
Sir John migh induige in a
grand gesture, such as ag-
reeing to join the South—
East Asia Treaty Organisa-
tion (SEATO) or to give
up the trade with China, in
order to induce the resump-
tien of American aid.

One of -those who soun-
ded a warning was his for-
mer Minister of Trade, Mr.
R. G. Senanayake: *“We do
not know what treaty or
alliance he will sign. His se-

cret  ambition Is to join
SEATO. If this happens, the
country will run the risk
of becoming a target for

atom bombs. | challenge the
Prime Minister to state in
public whether he would
.join SEATO. or not..."”.
He doubted whether
“*America, which once wan-
ted to starve Sri Lanka
when it was in dire need
of good prices for its rub.

ber, would like to help it

now without condition’’.

OPEN MIND

The fact that the Prime
Minister insisted on keeping
an ‘‘open mind”’ on SEATO,
despite repeated calls by Mr.
Senanayake and others to
denounce it, only served to
heighten these fears.

That the US was keen
on getting a firm foothold
in the island became clearer
with the offer, made on

“the eve of Sir John’s plan-

ned departure, to sign a
treaty of frienship, commerce
and navigation. |f the UNP
Government had consented it
would have had the effect
of drawing the country In-
exorably into the US sphere,
an objective which Washing-
ton had tried, and failed,
to achieve with Its earlier
offer of aid with strings.

Under the proposed treaty,
America sought from Sri
Lanka, among other things,
for its nationals and enter-
prises in which its nationals
would have Interests, treat-
ment not less than ‘‘nation-
al treatment”’ and “‘most
favoured nation treatment’’

adversary of Communism in

Asia’’. Sir John = considered
the refusal of aid “as a
form of political blackmail

which is hardly worthy of a
great country like Ame-rica’’.

Now the situation is
vastly different; Sri Lanka
under President Jayewar-
dene, has moved closer to

opment of its nationall
resources and a foreign
policy of non-alignment.

However, the fate of little
countries like ours are deter-
mined more by international
development, than by events
in Sri Lanka itself.

It is for the rulers to en-
sure that we do not get too

Gamini Navaratne

in all matters relating to
all types of commercial,

industrial, financial and other
business activities. The mat-
ter was not pursued because
the majority of the Minister
were of the opinion that ‘‘a
treaty of this type would
be economically harmless to
Sri Lanka if the two coun-
tries were on an equal foot-
ing in regard to finance,
commerce, trade and bank-
ing but would be disadvan-
tageous because of the coun-
try’s under—development”’.

A JUGGERNAUT

The Times of Ceylon,
which had campaigned against
the attempt to abrogate
the trade agreement with
China in return for US aid,
said of the proposed treaty:
“it seek to encourage mu-

tually beneficial investment.
in each other’s territoriess
But the gulf of disparity

that separates the economies
cf the two countries wili
give the behemoth of Ame-
rican finance—capital and its
industrial juggernaut the cru-
shing edge over Sri Lanka’s
pigmy under—development...
Any benefit to this country
must seem  negligible and
temporary in relation to the
complete ascendancy that the
US can gain over us-with-
out actually having to call
Sri Lanka a colony’’.

As expected, the possibi-
lity of entering into a mili-
tary alliance and the abro-
gation of the China pact
loomed large in the dis-
cussions in Washington. But
public opinion at home on
both these issues was so
strong at the time that
Sir John had to disappoint
Dulles and Co.

Result: no aid. As the
Prime Minister lamented on
his return: Sri Lanka has
not been offered a red cent
of American aid  although
Sri Lanka s the staunchest

the U.S. than any previous
UNP regime. In fact, it
has been said by political
opponents that the major
decisions concerning both
Sri Lanka's internal and
external affairs are now
made not in Colombo but
in Washington.

Internally, Sri Lanka has
bean forced to adopt the
American model of capitalist
development. it Is ‘“‘Open
Sesame’’ for Western muiti-
nationals. to the detriment of
our vital national interests.
The pervasive and pernicious
repercussions of the Govern-
ment’s new economic policies
were evident to the discern-
ing long before the July 1983
holocaust. The Government
had opened a veritable Pan-
dora’s box.

The events in the North
have provided a convenient
cover for the Government,
through the Gobbelsian mani-
pulation of the media, to
distract people’s mind from
the economic disaster that
threatens to engulf them.
But the Government wouid
do well to remember that
not all the people could be
fooled all the time. The situ-
ation in the South is now
as dangerous as in the North.

Externally, Sri Lanka has been
forced to support western,
that is, mainly American, posi-
tions on most important inter=
national issues.

More, Sri Lanka has now
virtually become a base for
the US.

In return, Sri Lanka has
been the recipient of massive
doses of economic aid.

But have the policies follo-
wed by the Jayewardene
Government been in the lar-
ger interests of the nation?

The best policy fora
little country like Sri Lanka
with a prolonged and bitter
colonial past, is greatee
self-reliance in the devr-

embroiled in super — power
politics and put all our eggs
in one basket, as it were.

A policy of friendship with
all the owners —and this in-
cludes India — is the best

guarantee of the indepen- -

dence, sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Sri Lanka.

It is in this context that
President Jayewardene’sUS
visit raises so many issues.

Will he be able to assure
the people of this country
before he leaves for his
meeting with President
Reagan, that he will not
agree to anything that
would further jeopardise
Sri Lanka's tenuous link as
2 member of the non-
aligned Movement?

. S. visit

The Devil’s -
Advocate!

The Minister of Na-
tional Security, Mr. Lalith
Athulathmudali  said in
Parliament on 24th may
that he would even talk
with the devil, not me-
rely the lIsraelis, to ma-
intain Sri Lanka's inte-
grity. ;

He was answering opposi-
tion charges that the open-
ing of the Israeli interests
section at the US Embassy
in Colombo jeopardised Sri

Lanka's foreign policy in
relation to the Arab world
and  Palestinian cause in
particular. :
‘“What is important s

not the politics of a third
country but the sccurity of .
our own”’, Mr. Athulathmy-
dali sald, charging that
while .the * SLFP jabelled
the Israelis as outcasts of
the international commu-
nity they did not see fit
to severe all relations with:
Israel in 1971, but merely
suspended  dipiomatic rela-
tions.

Explaining why it was
decided to set up an Israeli
Interests section in Sri Lanka,
the Minister said that co-
untries established such sec-

tions when there was a2
breach in diplomatic rela-.
tions. This was aiso done
when there was a_ peed
for dialogue between the
two countries India, the
leader of the Nonaligned

Movement, also had an Israeli
consulate.
( Sun, 26th May )
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OPEN LETTER VEN RAHULA

Dear Ven. Dr. Rahula,

| have read with interest
your appeal to the nation,
fn which you urge us not
to be provoked by the
“‘criminal activities’’ of the
terrorists in the North and
the East, and to seek in-
stead peace and the rule of
law in our land.

Your  appeal is indeed
commendable, and | respect
the sincerity with which it
was delivered. What bot-
hers me, however, is not
so much what you said as
what you have left unsaid.
It is to the latter that |
humbly wish to draw your

attention, and | make the
following comments as one
who shares your concern

for peace and security but
understands these terms from
a very different perspec-
tive.
First, ‘‘provocation’’ Iis
a two-way process. In the
interests of national amity,
you should invite the Sinhala
people-and especially our po-
litical leaders-to visit Jaffna,
Trincomalee and  Batticaloa
and see for themselves the
continual harassment and pro-
vocation = that these citizens
of Sri Lanka experience ' at
the hand of the agents of
**National Security’’. In the
latest incidents which occured
just prior to the New Year
weekend, several shops and

business premises in the
heart of Jaffna were deli-
berately set ablaze, and

literally scores of unarmed
civilians shot dead or crip-
pled for life. What
word of regret. sympathy
or comfort have you or
any leader in the south
offered the widows, the or-
phans and the childless of
Jaffna? . Are they so funda-
mentally different to the
people of the south that
only the latter need to be
ciutloned against ‘‘provoca-
tion'' and the desire for
revenge; Are we so im-
prisoned in our ethno-cen-

tric vision that we cannot
enter into the thoug-
hts and feeling of those

who live in another part of
the country or speak a diffe-
rent language?

As you have noted, sir,
tha great majority of Tamils
and Sinhalese are not parti-
culary race-conscious and can

vary happily coexist in a
unitary state. But this s
only possible within the

right political climate. Over
the past decade, respect for
the national government on
the part of the Tamil com-
munity has declined rapidly.
And can one blame them!?
Consider, for Instance, the
attitude of our political
{eaders since the luly dis-
turbances.

Contrary to the ‘‘eelam’’
propagandists abroad, there
were several Sinhalese peo-

ple who risked their lives
and property on behalf of
Tamils (strangers and neigh-
bours) last July, or who
expressed their . revulsion
and shame at the orgy of
bioodshed chat swept the
south. Yet, not one word
of regret or condolence
(leave alone denunciation) was
forthcoming from the elected
representarives of our peo-
ple In government, until
long afterwards when the
rehabilitation of Lanka’s fo-
reign Image became the top
priority. In fact, Insult was
added to Injury when seve-
ral politicians condemned the
Tamil political ieaders as
“traitors’’, refused to talk
with them, and even went
to the extent of re-iterat-
ing that SriLanka would
always be a  ‘‘Sinhala
nation’”’. Even ctoday, It
seems that what sympathy
is shown for the Tamil com-
munity is motivated more by
a concern for the tourist
industry and foreign Invest-
ment than by the moral
demands of justice and com-
passion. And, ' sadly, this
same attitude is conveyed
in the opening remarks of
your article.

Consequentiy, | submit that
the real crisis in our country
s caused not by political
violence — whether Tamil or
Stnhala -but by a lack of poli-
tical statesmeanship. Apathy
and/or self - seeking seems to
be the order of the day.
Every government has per-
sistently shut its ears to the
deteriorating ethnic situation
hoping that it would some-
how disappear, or else inflam-
ing it in order to make politi-
cal capital out of it The same
childish game is being played
today, wi h the SLFP boycet-
ting the round - table confe-
rence and the rest ‘stalling’
the proceedings to give the
world the semblance of
serious  dialogue. For how
much fonger must we endure
this charade?

Secondiy, | note that you
consistently use the word
‘‘terrorism’’ to describe the
criminal actions of militant
youth in the north. This s
an emotlve word, often ill-
defined in the mass media.
What | gather is that if an
act of violence Is perpetrated
in the Tamil speaking area it
becomes an act of ‘‘political
terrorism’’, while if the same
act is committed elsewhere
it is an ordinary ‘crime’. In
recent weeks there has been
a spate of kidnappings armed
robberies, arson, murder in
the south, inciuding a parcel -
bomb in Colombo (the arche-
typal terrorist weapon) could
these be greater threats to
our security than supposed
invasions  from across the
Palk Siraits? s ‘terrorism’
in danger of becoming a
propaganda wurd used o

» Saturday Revie

whip up natlonalistic instincts

and so divert our gaze away

from the moral, economic
and poiitical bankruptcy in
our midst?

Since, Dr. Rahula, you have
quoted Northern Ireland as
a parallel situation, may | be
permitted to polnt out some
serious fallacies in the com-
parison?

(@) The army in Northern
Ireland is not only ‘flush-
ing out’ terrorists but also
fulfilling a peace - keeping
role. If it were to with-
draw, the two communities
they would be at each
other’s throats. This is not
the case in lJaffna or the
east coast.

(b) The Army in Northern
Ireland have made mistakes
and used torture on sus-
pected terrorists, but they
have never set fire to
public buildings or residen-
tial areas nor turned their
guns on passers - by.

(c) The IRA and other terror-
groups have shown a shock-
ing contemt for life In
their indiscriminate bomb-
ing of public piaces and
assassination of ordinary
men, women and even
children. They have assassi-
nation of ordinary men
women and children. They
have sown

and terror In many

civilians, not only in North=

ern Irefand but as far afield

as the heart of London.

They thus merit the label

‘terrorist’. In contrast, the

Tamil Tigers and other

clandestine organizations in

our country have not re-
sorted to terror bombing
of Sinhala civilians, their
violence being directed at
the security forces and
government p_liticians in
those areas. It would be
more accurate to call them

‘‘rebels or anti-govern-

ment  *‘guerillas’ or *‘in-

surgents’’.

Please do not misunder-
stand me. i abhor the short-
sightedness. the arrogance and
criminality of these actions.
ldo not condone these
assassinations. But, unlike you,
1 am more concerned to un:
derstand why these youth
espousing violence than to just
condemn them.

Finally, you have raised
the important question of the
‘guilt of silence’ on the part
of moderate Tamils in this
country. May | take this a
few steps further?

Many in the so—called in-
tellectual community have for-
feited the right to speak on
moral or policy lIssues be-
cause they have prostituted
their in.ellectual freedom for
private, sectarlan or party
(right and left—wing) Interests.
But there are several people,

Sinhala as well as Tamil, with

no political axes to grind,

anguish

who are reluctant to speak
out about what Is happen-
ing In the country for fear
of reprisals at the hands of
the police or the private
‘goonda’ squads that some
UNP and SLFP politicians have
nurtured over the years. |
would suggest, sir, that this
is the real terror Iin our
midst. There is both a con-
tempt for moral law and a
hatred of criticism in all parts
of the island, not least in
the corridors of power. Is
not the encouragement of free
expression the best antidoted
to terror! Will not evena
moderate man turn (or, at
least, sympathize with) violence
when. all other channels of
communication are shut in
his face?

As an intellectual and re-

ligious leader yourself, you
would agree with me that
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there is nothing more pre-
cious in the world than Truth.
We shall never have peace
and security if we seek these
at the cost of Truth, either
by diluting it or being in-
different to it. For some
time now, an oppressive pall
of mindless conformity has
been settling on the religious
institutions, the universities
and the mass media in Sri
Lznka. May | recommend that
your next appeal to the
nation be addressed to this
very issue: can we create
a social and political climate
in our country which encou-
rages an openness to Truth,
beginning with the truth about
ourselves irrespective of ra-
cial or social identity — and
however painful it may be?

Dr. Vinoth Ramachandra

‘Reagan

Administration

messing
up world’

The Afro-Asizn People’s
Solidarity = Organisation, at
an Asian regional consultative
meeting held in Kabul, Afgha-
nistan. from [7th to [9th
April, in its final communique,
stated that ‘‘the Reagan Ad-
ministration has aggravated
the ten:i>ns all over the world
and [s persuing a policy of
intervention, pressure, black-
mail and destabilistaion in
Asia.

*The growing militarisation
of the Indian Ocean and the
Gulf and the linkage of the
Ocean strategy with the
pacific region pose a grave
threat to the independence,
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the countries of
Asia.

machinations of US imperia-
lism, transnational

tions

corpora-
and neo — colonialist

forces."’

Most
pressed

of the delegates ex-
confidence that the
victory of the April Revolu-
tion of 1978 brought great
welfare and prosperity to the
Afghan people. “These suc-
cesses were achieved with the
support of the socialist coun-
tries and all progressive and

democratic forces of the
world, headed by the Soviet

Union.

by T. Duraisingam

“The revival of militarization
in Japan and the Washington

~Tokyo — Seoul military alli-
ance and the deployment of
varieties of nuclear weapons
in the Far East asan extension
of the strategy of deploying
Pershing Il and Cruise missiles
in Europe have further per-

petuated the crisis.”

The communique also stated
tha: *‘the participants decided
to Intensify - their activities
on the national level, to
mobilise opinion In the indi-

vidual countries against the

Mr. T. Duraisingam, who

represented Sri Lanka, in his

speech referred to the In-
creasing neo- colonialist
penetration of the imperia-
list powers in Sri Lanka and
the consistent struggle of the
progressive sections of the
people to resist it.

He also referred to the
initiatives taken In 1964 by
Sri Lanka, at the second con-
ference of the Non-aligned
countries in Cairo, to
the Indian Ocean
nuciear zone.

turn
into a non-

The Afro—Asian  People’s
Solidarity Organisation is now

holding its sixth congress in

Algeria-




Editor,
Saturday Review.

An. inadvertent trap into
which some Tamil activists

have fallen is to Indulge in
antl - wastern rhetoric simply
because the United National
Party is seen to be pro-Waest-
ern and because “‘anti—imperl-
alist’’ flag, waving has become
the hallmark of many revolu-
tionary movements which
have little else In common.

This does us no good ex-
cept to enable the U.NP.
Government to brand us .as
anti- Western terrorists. and
communists in the hopa of
securing Western finance to
shore up a ramshackle ecotomy
and deploy wasteful military
power against us

Such rhetoric from us may
not result in more support
for the Government from
the West, whose embassies In
Coiombo must be keeping
them well-Informed. (A New
York Times correspondent
quoted a Western diplomat
describing the m'nister for
National security as ‘‘aggres-

sive” and  “*mean’’. But
it would rather sustain for
the Government an illusion

that it has unconditional Wes-
tern backing for a disastrous
policy against the Tamils and
in defiance of Indian interests.
Such an illusion can mean only
prolonged suffering for the
people of Sri Lanka and aven
worse, for the Tamils.

There is no evidence, apart
from polite diplomatic cliches
which mean nothing. that
there is unconditional Western
support for Sri Lanka's Gove-
rnment. There are good
grounds to believe that the
West and the US have bezen
sensitive to the Tamil problem

and to indlan prerogatives
on Sri Lanka.
Our effort is more fruit-

fully directed at securing the
goodwill of the common man
in the West. This purpose s
not served by kidnappings and

killings of policemen and
politicians  associated  with
UNP.

This made a strong impres-
sion on the Australian MP,
Tim Moore who reported on
~the human rights question on
behalf of the International
Communion of Jurists, though
‘he had much more to say

- adversely on the bshaviour of

the security forces. But what
the had to say about our vio
lence was good fodder for
Government  propaganda.
iRacher than = criticise  Tim
Moore, as some have done
we must trzat what he has
said as the Impression we
‘make on an impartial, but
well-meaning ' Westerner.

We must not form con-
«clystons about U5 policies in

Sri Lanka based on abominable
US policies elsewhere. The US
has no historical strategic
interests here and there Is
every indication that the US
respects the preponderance
of Indian interests in the
region, as pointed out by
David Selbourne.

Another important factor
is the Tamils’ historic ties
with American Christian edu-
cational missions which form
ar active lobby, whose hidden
influence we must not under-
estimate.

One will do well to keep
in mind that, Imprudent
words which serve no pur-
pose, while possibly rendering
transient satisfaction to the
source, may mean for many
others needless suffering.

R&R
Kent Ridge,
Singapore.

G. G’S STANCE

The Editor,
Saturday Review,

Piease forgive the delay in
replying to the ietter rthat
appeared in your issue of 28th
April uuder  the heading,
**Shan is wrong,’;

in that letter, Mr. A. Vina-
yagamoorthy takes: me to
task for my criticism of Mr.
G. G Ponnambalam’s attitude
to the Citizenship Acts.

It is true that there were
two acts. The first was the
Ceylon Citizenship Act which
defined who could be a Ceylon
citizen. Mr. Poanambalam,
then in the Opposition, nat-
urally voted against the Act.
Tnose who became citizens by
virtue of this Act are refer-
red to as citizens by descent.

The second Act was the
Indian and Pakistani Residents
Act. This Act was intended
to register as citizens those
people of Indian and Pakistani
origin who were obviously not
caught up by the first Act.
But, this Act prescribed such
severe tests for Sri Lankan
citizenship that most people
of Indian and Pakistani origin
failed to pass them. As a
resulc, the overwhelming ma-
jority of people of Indian
origin particularly, the bulk
of the Tamil plantation
workears, were deprived of
their citizenship and, there-
fore, of their voting rights
and bacame stateless.

The injustice’ of" this Act
was later vindicated when; in
1964, the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment agreed to grant citizen-
shio to ‘another 300,000. It
is in support of ‘this reaction-
ary bill that Mr. Ponnambalam
by then:a Minister, voted ia
Paraliament. Incideatally, those
who obtained'  citizenship
under the second Act are

THE TAMILS

referred to as ‘‘citizens by
registration.”’

le is true that G. G. P.
attended the Yamuna con-
ference. But, that was not an
exercise at reaching unity with
the leftists. There were apart
from 20 leftists, 20 Inde-
pendents along with the’re-
presentatives of the Tamil
Congress and the Ceyion
Indian Congress. The confe.
rence was an attempt to
explore the possibility of an
aiternative government to
that of Senanayake who had
failed to obtain an absolute
majority. But it failed.

Let us also not forget that
G.G.P. heralded his impend-
ing entry into the Cabinet
with a virulent anti-Commu-
nist speech delivered in the
Eastern Province to placate
Senanayake and ease his way
into the Government.

| stand by what | wrote.

N. Sanmugathasan

23/7, Schofield Place,
Colombo-8

CAUSE FOR SHAME

The Editor,
Saturday Review.

The London Correspondent
of the Sunday Observer re-
ports that his telephone was
inundated with congratulatory
calls from Sri Lankans in
London who had read the
interview with President Jaye-
wardene  which  had been
widely pubiished in the Bri-
tish Press.

| wonder whether it was
the same interview in which
the President sald, among
other things, ‘‘that if India
were to invade Sri Lanka,
then the Tamils will all be
kitled.'

If one were to analyse this
statement further, one would
come to the conclusion that
India’s anticipated invasion
of this country would only
be to protect the Tamils
But the Sinhala masses would
thwarc India’s intentions by
exterminating the Tamils even
before the invasion?

“If 1 were living in London,
| would have been ashamed
to have read the interview
reported in the British Press
but some of my countrymen
appear to be delighted, even
if they be ignorant and there-
fore need to be forgiven.

e

it must be remembered
that the British Press gene-
rally gives publicity to Afro—
Asian countries only when
the material published s
degrading and far from com-
plimentary.

S. Vengadasalam
Thunnalai South,
Karavaddy.

 that |

FROM ZAMBIA

My dear
Mr. Kanagarajanayagam,

Director,

New Era Publications.
We are in good health
and hope the same with you.
An old-time friend of
yours from Kandy, Mr, Siva-
nandan met me recently, He
wished to subscribe to the
Saturday Review. His add-
ress is: Mr Justice A. Siva-
nanthan, High Court, P. O.
Box: 50067, Lusaka, Zambia.
You may enrol him for one
year subscription and send
the bili direct to him.

With kind regards,

Yours affectionate

K. Varatharajah

Zambia National Energy Ltd.
Lus:ka, Zambia.

THE REAL PROBLEM

The Edior,
Saturday Review.

Please permit me to thank
Mr. Jehan Perera through your
columns for his convincing
and best thought out ‘analysis
have come across on
the subject of ethnic conflict.
He has upstaged all the poli-
tical ~cabaret artistes and
Marga Institute whizkids In
his in depth study coucned
in elegant prose. In fact, |
thought | was listening to
the S.J.V Chelvanayakam me-
morial lecture at Veerasingham
Hall. What = raises Jehan's
article above the level.' of
journalism is the background
of constitutional history and
of social and political analysis
against wnich thz narrative
proceeds.

Jenan could go a step
further to present a copy
of the research paper to his
senior colleague at Harvard
the new Minister of National
Security. He has an open se-
same as both of them wear
the same distinguished neck-
wear. From the little that
| have seen of the Minister
on TV, there isn't a streak
of the Struthonian complex
that Jehan complains of in
his epilogue. From his TV
appearance during the past
few weeks, the Minister ap-
pears to be ready, willing and
able to face up to a situat-
lon with his histrionic and
rhetorical flourish. With the
Royal-Jesus.  College—Gray's
Inn-lvy League backgrouad,
he should bz able to evolve

a viable solution to the ethnic
problem with the help cf
Jehan's sharp intellect.
Time' Is running out and
we must attune ourselves to
the sense of urgercy of Yeats

“l will arise and go now
and go to In»isfree™.
Tamils, as a race, can

sometimes lose their perspec-
tive. In the midst of 2 hostage
crisis, they would opt to
celebrate the diamond jubilee
of a mildewed academic rather
than give the freedom of the
city to a brilliant scholar of
the calibre of Jehan Perera
for his splendid contribution.

What the Tamils want is
security, justice and equal
opportunities in education and
employment. If this is granted,
the ethnic problem may be
expected to disappear from
the negotiating table at the
BMICH and the cover page
of India Today.

The present moment Is a
moment of no return; ‘‘no
return’’, that is, to the
political aberrations of the
past. The real problem is to

. contain the legitimate tyranny

of the majority within the
limits of reasonableness. What

a blessed relief. Let wus
keep our fingers crossec, .
Mr. Edicor.
Mrs. Abhirami
Thiagarajah

Amman Road,
Jaffna

GOOD WISHES
Editor.
Saturday Review.

Dzar Mr. Gamini Nav ratne,

As a Dutch Journalist. I
visited your place hoping
| could be able to meet the
Editor of a censored news-
paper (the only one in your
country), but unfortunately
you were out.

One of your colleagues was
so kind enough to give seve-
ral copies of your papef,‘
which | shall study over the
next few days.

When | return to 'my coun-
try, | hope to report om
the facts the way | perceived
them during my visic.

| wish you' good hope for
the future and good luck.

Duco van Weerke
NRC Mandelsblad

(Z-Bijvoegsel)
Westblaak 180,
3012 Kn Rotterdam.
(Azoth:r letter
on page 7)
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Let Switzerland

Mr. Jehan Perera has made
an impartial, objective and
scientific exploration to find
a viable solution to the
communal problew in Sri
Lanka. It is realistic and based
on a deep understanding of
similar ethnic problems in
other parts of the world.
It Is of great importance
and relevance during present
crisis and it would promote
the right understanding of
the problem. 1 hope it
would be translated into
Sinhalese and Tamil soon and
publicised among a  wider
public.

The solution suggested by
Mr. Perera is similar to that
suggested by Mr. Paul Verges,
the Chairman of the nine-
member European Parliament
delegation, who visited Sri
Lanka recently, that it should
be political, as opposed to
military, peaceful as oppo-
sed to violent and demo-
cratic by the recognition of
minority  rights. According
to Mr. Perera also there is
only a political solution that
takes the fact of strong
communal identities into ac-
count, and the ‘front’ s
not the military - battlefield
but the mass rally and the
negotiating table.

I would like to add that
in addition the media play
a vital role in promoting
democratic dialogue and dis-
cussions to enable truth and
justice to prevail for the
benefit of ali. The political
or religious leaders cannot
arrive at an amicable, viable
and beneficial solution to
all at the negotiating table,
if the public Is misinformed
or misguided by chauvinist
prejudiced oppportunistic lea-
ders, or kept in the dark
about the success, failures
and experiences of other
countries with similar ethnic
problems.

FEDERATION

As a Sinhalese, Mr. Jehan
Perera appears to be careful
in not belng too critical
about the misunderstanding
and mistakes of the Tamil
leadership, which is the
mark of a wise scholar. If
one’s child bas a quarrel
with the neighbour’s child,
though one’s own child’s
fault may be minor com-
pared to the fault of the
neighbour’s child, the wise
parent would always correct
the fault of only his own
child, leaving the neighbour
to correct his child. It is
with such a spirit, as a Tamil
| would like to be more
openly critical about Tamil
leadership. on points  which
Mr. Perera has hinted. '

It Is not at all with the °

aim of apportioning blame
or finding who was wrong

‘separation | like
took to violence even aga-

but what was wrong, to
learn from past experience.
No political leader, even the
great ones have been per-

fect, but the wise leader
learns from his own and
other’s mistakes and suc-
cesses.

The Federal Party did not
explain  precisely to the
Sinhalese and  Tamil masses
through Parliament, media or
through meetings, that federa-
tlon would not divide the
country and that it would sati-
sfy genuine aspirations of the
Tamil people without in any
way endangering the Sinha-
lese desire for national unity
and integration. Federation
was explained in a partly
chauvinistic manner to the
Tamils for the purpose of
electoral success, which cau-
sed anxiety and prejudices
among the Sinhalese masses,
who were aiso similarly mis-
led by their leaders for
similar electoral success. As
mentioned by Mr. Perera be-
cause the demand for Fe-
deralism lacked precision op-
ponents of Federalism were
left a free hand to play
upon the fears of the Sin-
halese and claim it would
be the first step towards
secession.

After 28 years of negotia-
tions, satyagraha and pacts
or agreements which were
not implemented. the Tamil
leaders were compelied to
demand fcr Separation. But
very few even among the
political leaders really beli-
eved that real separation was
practicable or beneficial in a
small Island, It was mainly
a bargaining strategy to ob-
tain federation or autonomy
though some of the youth
who listened to election
Propaganda seriously believed
it.

Similar propaganda is com-
mon  among the . Sinhalese
leaders also, such as the
““Sinhalese | Only in Twenty-
Four Hours slogan, though
even after twenty-four years
we are not having Sinhalese.
Only but English and Tamil
also in practice. But mean-
while this slogan has done
much damage. /

Similarly, the demand for
separation, though adopted
as a bargaining strategy by
the well informed leaders
Is causing much damage to-
day. It caused fear among
the Sinhalese that the coun-
try would be divided caus-
ing further infiltration by
Tamils from South India who
may overwhelm them. The
Tamil youth who seriously
believed In separation and
who erroneously thought that
indla would fully support

Bangladesh,

inst the elected ieaders of
the Tamils.

But those who were bet-
ter informed about the pre-
sent international  situation
and that India would never
intervene militarily unless
there is mass gencclde In
which case a mercy mission
is internationally acceptable
realised even when the TULF
was formed that the dem-
and for separation was not
a wise strategy.

COMPROMISE

Even then those who were
familiar with Sinhalese atti-
tudes realised that to dem-
and for separation would make
the realisation of autonomy
more difficult. As mentioned
by Mr. Perera, the hostility
and suspicion which existed
20 years ago between the
Christians and Buddhhits after
the schools take-over, was
overcome because of the
willingness of the Christians
to compromise which evoled
a generous response from
the Buddhists. A similar com-
promising attitude without
sacrificing the fundamental
demand for freedom, justice,
security and equality, would
have created a better res-
ponse from the Sinhalese
masses and leaders.

The mass of the people,
whether Sinhalese, Tamils or
any other ethnic group are
not seriously concerned ab-
out politics or national pro-
blems. They are mainly con-
cerned with making their
living and realising their in-
dividual desires and aspira-
tions and the welfare of
their family, relations and
friends. On national issues
their opinion is influenced
by the political, religious,
intellectul and social leaders
in their society. Such leaders
are broadly of two types.

The first . category of ge-
nuine leaders who are ma-
inly concerned with the
welfare of all human beings
or if confined to the wel-
fare of their own limited
group, have a wider com-
passion in not harming ot-
hers in any way, are the
enlightened leaders who only
create good for their peo-
ple. The second category
are those who are mainly
concerned with their person-
al success, fame and glory
and they are prepared to
adopt even debious methods

In a climate of peace,
harmony and amity, the
enlightened leaders have a
greater influence on the
people and can promote de-
velopment for the  welfare
of all, but in a climate of
fear, anxiety  and prejudices

the second category: .of sel:

fish extremist leaders can
sway public opinion and
mislead the people to In-
duige in destructive action.
Therefore any action which
increases fear and anxiety
among any people is liable
to lead to violence and de-
struction. Specially minority
leaders should attempt to
influence the opinion of all
to decrease fear, prejudices
and anxieties and convince
the justice and reasonable-
ress of their cause not only
to their community but the
majority and to the outside

impartial  observers. Then
the moral strength their
cause would again  widesp-

read support and it would
be easy to realise their
aims non-violently without
much cost.

Some say that it Is be-
cause of the demand for
separation, the violent action
by the terrorists and the
destruction of the July dis-
turbances, that there are
serious consideration for a
political soiution. But much
better results with much les-
ser cost could have been
achieved through non-violent
agitations. < ‘As  Mr. Perera

A  completely non-violent
satyagraha would gain
sympathy of
people if violence is
to suppress |t.
mand should be
and acceptable to all enli-
ghtened and informed opi-«
nion and not separation.

used:

The main reason that the -
separation has .

demand for
some support in the North
is mainly because of the lack
of ' elementary security which
any state should provide to
Its innocent citizens as long
as they do not participate
in criminal  activities. Any
Tamil' In any part of the
country’ suddenly, faced un-
expected risks if someone
does any rash act somewhere.
In 1956 and 1958 even
without any terrorist among
the Tamils, innocent Tamils.
faced destruction. Increase of
violence against the innocent
Tamils only increases the sym-
pathy and support for the
terrorists and the demand.
for separation.

ANTAGONISM

Fortunétely during the re-
cent spate of violence in the-

by C.

Sivanesan

mentions, mass rally and ne-
gotiatlons, are better than
violence. | presume that
under mass rally Mr. Perera
would include non-violent
Satyagraha,non-violent demon-
strations, peaceful marches,
sit-ins and any type of
non-violent protests. It is
said that the Tamil leaders
tried non-violent satyagraha
which was ineffective. The
first peaceful Satyagraha on
the 'Galle Face green in
1956 against the * Sinhalese
Language Act was vioiently
suppressed followed by at-
tacks on innocent Tamils
who did not even participate
in the Satyagraha. Again sat-
yagraha was tried at the
Jaffna Kachcheri which was
also suppressed, but not so
violently and the leaders
arrested.

When Satyagraha was tried
in India under Gandhi’s lea-
dership and later in the
US under the leadership of
Martin Luther King, initially
they were violently attacked.

achieve their egoistic aim.  But they did not give wp.

Satyagraha needs more cou-

rage than violent protests
and the participants should
be prepared to sacrifice

their lives if necessary. De-
finitely it would cause much
less destruction and wouid
cost much less to the Tamils

_tegration.

North full precautions were:
taken to prevent the spread
of violence to other parts.
of the country and the Tamils.
in other areas were fully
protected. Mr. Perera’s em-
phasis that terrorism can never
be controlled without the
support of the people of the
area.  Attacking  innocent
people in the process of
fighting with the terrorists,
such as shooting curfew bre-
akers, which may be legally
justified, would only antag-
onise the people of the area
against the armed forces and
secure the support and sym-
pathy for the terrorists, tho-
ugh the public may. be badly
affected by terrorist action.
The will of the armed forces
to fight the real terrorists
is also dissipated in the pro-
cess. As Mr. Perera ment-
ions the support of the people
can be gained by a politi-
cal solution, which should in-
clude genuine autonomy and
secondly by the armed forces
being extra careful not to
hurt  innocent people in any
way while combating terro-
rism. Indiscriminate violence.
would harden feelings and
the increase of fear and an-
xiety which may Jead to
further drastic and destruc-
tive action leading- to disin«

‘Mr. Perera’s repetition of:

the -
the Sinhalese -

But the de--
reasonable -

in terms of life and « pro-. .- | ‘cannot fully agree. with, .

perty .than violent means. . -

w
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the traditional prejudiced view
which is propagated by se-
veral scholars and repeated
or exaggerated by politicians,
that there had beena tradi-

- tional antagonism between the

Sinhalese and Tamils. [f that
was true how can the Sinhalese
aristocrats of Kandy invite
the last four Tamil speaking
kings of Kandy tc ruiz them.
Then why did so many ousted
kings or usurpers go to South
India to bring Tamil soldiers
to regain or capture the
kingdom here? How can the
Buddhist and Hindu temples
exist peacefully side by side,
with the devotees mostly
going to both temples in
Kataragama, Kandy, Nagadipa
and even in the ruins of
Polonnaruwa. There might
have been fraternal quarrels,
which happened even within
the same ro'! families, but
on the whole the Sinhalese
and Tamils lived peacefully
with intermarriage, intermix-
ture and mutually beneficial
interactions which enhanced
the culture of both com-
munities. Even today, if the
inevitable conflicts in any
human society or family can
be made completly non-vio-
lent and civilised, it would not
be merely management of
the conflicts, but there can
be a mutually beneficial
cooperation with friendly com=
petition which promote the
development of ‘the country
economically, politically. soci-
ally and culturally with every-

one contributing his best
according to his talents in
an environment of equal oppor-

tunity freedom and justice.
CONCENSUS
Sudan or ‘any Third

World  country which has
solved ethnic conflicts is not
the best example for Sri
Lanka. With a longer period
of experience in universal
franchise and democracy, with
better education and health
services, and generaily a
higher quality of iife com-
parable to the highly deve-
loped democracies of the
West, we :should learn from
the highly successful solution
in  Switzerland, Belgium,
Canada, Finland and other
developed democracies. Some
of these democracies have
A goncensus or consociational
democracy where the aspira-
tions of the minorities are
fully accommodated in the
centre and with devolution
or autonomy or even federa-
tion. Some of the countries
have sometimes conflicts, even
ethnic conflicts as in Belgium
or Canada, but it is mostly
~xpressed non-violent  and
very rarely violently.

Among the developed demo-
cratic countries; North ireland
or Ulster is an exception,
but even there it is only
the illegal terrorist who take
part in Indiscriminate violence
and the police and armed
forces and the general public

are exremely careful in not
hurting the non-Involved inno-
cent citizens In any manner.
With such a policy violence
is contained, limited and
managed. With such a long
history of Buddhist civilization
and a comparatively long expe-
rience in modern democracy
we should emulate the
example of the highly deve-
loped democratic countries,
Then our image would rlse
in the eyes of the world.

SWITZERLAND

Switzerland is a very good
example of a highly developed
democratic country, with a
very high quality of live
for its people, which has
solved its ethnic - problems
admirable for the enhance-
ment and enrichment of cul-
tural life of all with unity
in diversity. Switzerland has
approximately 70 % German,

209 French and 109
Italians. There s also a very
small minority comprising

about 109/ of the popula-
tion spezking Roman. All four
languages including  Romans,

have been recognised as
official languages.
Switzerland  with only 6

million population is divided
into 23 cannons with much
power for cantons. Switzer-
land is actually a confedera-
tion which is more decentra-
lised than a federation.

Still the Germans, French
or ltalians never think of

be the model

joining Germany, France or
ltaly which surround Switzer-
land. Full autonomy or federa-
tion, has actually strenghthen-
ed unity and integration.
Even Hitler who was trying
to assimiiate all the German
areas in Austria, Czechoslo-
vakia and Poland never thought
of  invading Switzerland.
As rightly emphasised by
Mr. Jehan Perera, it is the
denial of the aspiration for
autonomy which fed to the
separation of Eire, Bangladesh
and Turkish Cyprus. The
Sinhalese politicians and the

Buddhist Sangha should learn

the correct lessons from
these examples.
CONFEDERATION

The Tamil leaders can also
learn a valuable lesson from
Switzerland.  With only 6
million population, Switzer-
land has about 23 cantons.
They are

integrated sepa-

rately as German, French,
and ltalian regions. What is
important Is the powers and
responsibilities of the regions
to determine their own local
problems for which it s
not essential that the whole
Tamii area including North
and East should be in one

regional council. If any regional

or provincial councli is allowed
to cooperate on common
problems with a neighbour--
ing council, it would be su-
fficient.

Knowledge of local poli-
tics or our universal religions:
alone is inadequate to arrive
at a correct solution to our
ethnic conflicts. One must be
aware of the predominant
trends in the world and learn
from the experience of the
successes and failures of the
advanced and backward coun-
tries. Today assimilation, su-
bordination or suppression of
any group on the basis of
language, religion, colour, race
caste, class, sex or even age
is impossible.

Everyone wants to be treat-
ed as equals with freedom,
justice and fairplay. Resear-
chers, social scientists, acade-
micians, theoreticians and
scholars have a vital role to
play in analysing the problems
intelligently and impartially,
so that enlightenment' would
prevail over the dark and
dangerous forces of egoistic
or opportunistic extremists
from any side.

Mr. Jehan Perera is one:

of the few who has done:
his part admirably and may’

others who are competent

do their duty in saving the
country from destructive ele=
ments from any side and
helping us to enhance the
quality of life of all with
freedom, justice and unity In
diversity, i

(Reproduced from The Island
of 12th May).

THE

The Editor,
Saturday Review.

The problem, as | seeit,
needs sympathy on the part
of the majority community
in arriving at a2 long lasting
solution. It is extremely diffi-
cule for a person enjoying
the advantages of being In
the majority community to
understand the fears and fru-
strations of a member of
the minority community. After
all the basic issue that
stems from all this is a
question of identity. As long
as there are Sri Lankans with
privileges and others with-
out, this problem will re-

main. For the Sri Lankan
Tamil to identify himself as
one who belongs to this

nation and its rich culture
and heritage, he must first
be given a rightful place as
regards language, education,
employment and development.
This is what we should all
realise and learn to accept,
for if there is no equality
then there will be no
loyalty.

If one follows. the sequ-
ence of events from the

OTHER

first communal riot of 1956
to the pogrom of 1983, it
is clear that the once docile
Tamil who was repeatedly
humiliated, insulted and at-
tacked has now turned to
revanchism, in desperation.
We must reaiise that it
Is our society that has made
the Tamil youth turn to
terrorism. If as the Sinhala
chauvinists in our midst ar-
gue that ‘‘the Tamils have
had it too good for too
long"'—why then should these
very same people resort to
a very dangerous means of
almost annihilation to achieve
their rights. |1 believe that
due to repeated frustration

by the Inability of succes-
sive governments to solve
their problems, the Tamil
youth took it upon them-

selves to sort out their gri-
evences and this they are
now doing in the

can understand — terrorism.
We must accept that it
was the unabated terrorism.

in the North that sparked .

off the July problem and
thls In turn _to .the round‘

language
which all including the deaf

SIDE OF THE COIN

table conference. It is obvious
that although successive Go-
vernments were aware of
the problems of the mino-
rity Tamils, all attempts at
soiving the problem by way
of the Bandaranaike-Chelva-
nayakam and the Dudley-
Chelvanayakam Pact were ne-
ver allowed to materialise.
Some of those who placed
spokes in the wheel are
now [ooking out for solu-
ticns at this late hour.
Even at this stage, when
the all-party talks were sum-
moned the Tamil leadership
attended reluctantly. Know-
ing very well the past per-
formances of the policy ma-
kers, the SLFP and MEP true
to form sabotaged the talks.
This manoeuvre conveniently
introduced the Buddhist hie-
rarchy recently and hence
of necessity religious leaders
of other denominations. The
all-party talks then became
a round table conference.
- As | see jt, the Maha
Sangha has never been an-
xious to soive the problem

of the minorities.: This facr.,

Is highhghced by several

points which are obvious
even to the uninitiated.

Never did' the Maha Sangha
or any other group of respon-
sible Buddhists publicly de-
nounce the carnage that
took place in July, 1983.
The influence that the clergy
have over -the politicians
and the masses is tremen-
dous and therefore a word
of advice either during or
after the July troubles would
have been ‘a shining exam-
ple to all the Buddhists in
this country. This is aptly
described by Rajmohan Gandhi
In the “‘Statesman’’ as follows—
If some Buddhist monks con-
demned the killing in July,
1983, their voice did not
travel across the = Palk
Straits,”

The worst offenders have
been the educated” politici-
ans, who have - at various
times Incited the ignorant
masses. This,. | believe Is
due to either, poverty of
thought or lnstabllil:y of po-
sition.

If we hope for a perma :

nent solutlon and peace, clear-
* thinking and

far-sightedness

are imperative, believe that
th2 terrorists will lay down:
their arms is the mlnorlty
community is given its due
Place in Sri Lankan society.

By this | mean that the
Sri Lankan Tamil must be
made to feel that he, too,
Is a Sri Lankan in the truest
sense, . e.

(@) by giving Tamil lan.
uage the same status as the
Sinhala language.

(b) By removing all - dis-
criminations in the form of

ethnic quotas for education,. .

and employment.

With these removed, the
Sri Lankan Tamils will emerge:

devoid of revanchism walk=
ing side by side

forward to a share in the

2 total heritage of mankln&
s Frankr

2SN

c&né@ibo.

T

with hls ‘
Sinhala _counterparts as mem~

bers of humanlty and loole .
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TRINCO OIL FARM DEAL

Th=- Minister of industries
and Scientific Affalrs placed
before Parliament on Sth
April the draft agreement on
the Trincomalse Tank Farm
Development Project. 1t is
necessary to critically study
and analyse this agreement
with all the implications that
flow from it tosee whether
it in any way affects our
sovereignty and whether it

will have any foreign policy.

implications.

The Minister himself made
no secret about the fear re-
garding this project. He salid,
‘“No one need have any fear
that operation of a Tank Farm
with che sa feguards mentioned
would affect any security
interests of either Sri Lanka
or any other country.”’

They make it ciear that
the Minister is aware about
the impact that this project
will have on the security
dnterests of Sri Lanka as wail
as any other country, no
doubt meaning India.

According to the Minister’s
speech, the security Interests
of Sri Lanka (leaving aside
any other country) is prote-
cted by the safeguards that
he has mentioned:

I.  The Government. of

Sri Lanka is empowered to
issue binding directives to
the foreign inves or.

2. The foreign investor is
obliged to take all reasonable
steps to ensure that no olil
is supplied for military pur-
poses [clause 23 (a)]

3. The Ceylon Petrolzum
Corporation has been empow-
ered to direct the foreign
investor not to store or rent
or supply oil for military
purposes |clauses 23 (b)]

4. The Security service
in the area of operation and
in the tank farm are in the
hands CPC - [clause 26 (a)]

5. The foreign invester
cannot sublet, lease or assign
the premises - (clause - 15)

6. CPCas a 169 joint
venture shareholder, will have
a director on the board of
directors - (clause 67)

7. The project will be
handled by a Sri Lanka com-

pany incorporated in Sri Linka

(clause 26 (a)  and 83 and
clause 76)

‘8. 'CPC has an exclusive
option to increase its share
holding in the Sri Lanka com-
pany from |6 percent to 51
percent and be a majority
shareholder - [clauses 26 (a)
and 66 (a)]

9. The foreign investor
fias  been obliged to keep
records, names and move
ments of products, vessels

customers - (clauses 35 and37)

10. CPC has a right, in-
dependent of the Sri Lanka
companty and the foreign
investor, to handle bunker

sales in ail parts lpf Sri Lankz=

[clause 54 (b)]

Qur security interests will
be safeguarded only if we
have a control on the working
and management of this oro-
ject. As one of the safeguards
and, as ths writer sees it,
the most important of the
safeguards mentioned, is that

the project will be handled
by a Sri Lankan campany
incorporated in Sri Lanka.

which will be governed by
the iaw of Sri Lanka.

Further, as another impor-
tant safeguard, the Minister
states that CPC as a |6 per-
ceat joint venture shareholder
will have a director on the
board of directors.

The writer's view is that
even if these two safe-
guards are real it is in-
adequate to have any
control of the working and
management of the pro-
ject, but a' careful study
of the draft agreement
shows that this is an eye-
wash in the context of this
agreement.

Though clause 2 (a) speiks
about a company that is to be
formed where the foraign
investor shall take 84 per-
cent equity shares and CPC
shall take
shares, the company is not in
existence at the moment and
the agreement that is blndi;lg
on us is between the CPC
as one party and the group
consisting of three companies,
namewy. Oroleum (Pvt) Led,
Singapore, Qil Tanking of
West Germany and Tradingft
of Switzerland as. foreign
investors as the other party.

As far as this agreement
is concerned all rights and
obligations are cast on the
group of companies as foreign
investors and it is important
to note that these obligations
are owed to the CPC as the
other party to the agree-
ment. Therefore, the Govarn-
ment has to enforce its rights,
if any, through the CPC as
the Government is directly
not a party to this agreement.

The situation would have
been different if a company,
as mentioned by the Minister
was formed in Sri Lanka -and
registered in Sri Lanka with
the CPC and the foreign
investors as shareholders and
there was an agreement bet-
ween the company and the
Government of Sri Lanka.

in sueh a situation. the
Government would have had
two foid hold in the working
management of the company
On'the one hand, the com
pany: would have been cont-
rolled by the’ terms of the
agreement with the Govern-
ment and on the other, and
more important, the Govern-
ment through the CPC which

16 percent equity :

would -have been a share-
holder would have had a say
in the management and deci-
sion — making of the company
and above all would have
had accass to all the infor-
mation regarding the working,
management and financial con-
trol, etc., of the cempany.
Clause 4 of the Agreement
states, *‘On a consideration
of the monies payable to
CPC as hereinafter set out
and subject to the terms
and conditions herein con-
tained, CPC does hereby
allow and permic foreign in-
vestor, subject to paragraph
(b) of Clause 50, to carry on
the business herein descri-
bed in paragraph (a) and para
graph (b) of chis paragraph
thereinafter called and refe-
rred to as Trincomalee Intre-
pot Project in the area of
operation. Paragraph (a) and
paragraph (b) lays down a
wider range of business that
can be carried on. It is im-
portant to note that under
clause 4 it Is the foreign
investor who is enitled to
carry on the business.

in this agreement shall and
hold, occupy and enjoy the
demised premises and carry
on business the rein during
the said term without any
interruption or disturbance
from or by the CPC or its
agents and servants or any
person or authority deriving
title or interest from the
CPC and to the best of
the CPC's abllity from any
other person’’.

The very 'limited rights
retained by the CPC is fur-
ther shown on a reading of
clause [2 of the agreement.
Clause [2 deals with. the
right to the CPC to enter
the premises. Here premises
mean an area of 676 acres
in extent described in the
schedule to the agreement.
Under Clause 12 ‘'the CPC
and/or its servants and/or
its agents or any such au:
thority with the sanction of
the CPC shall have the right
to enter upon the said pre
mises or part there of for
the purpose of performing
its functions under the ag-
reement including the pro-

by Lal

Wijenayake

Clause 5(z) which deals
with the lease of the pro-
percy clearly states that the
lease of the onshore areas
and premises described in the
first schedule of the agree-
ment for a period of 20
years Is given to the foreign
investor for carrying out of
all or any of the business
mentioned in clause 4 of the
agreement.

Therefore it is clear that
the lease is not granted to
the company but to the fo-
reign investor. Clause 5(a)
states that cthe CPC shall fur-
ther make available to the
foreign investor during the
continuation of this agree-
ment, but subject to Clause
31(d) adequate water front
and offshore area at the
North side of Sober Island
for alongside jetty facilities
andfor at Round Island for
SPM facilities; the  exact lo-
cation of . such facility shall
be determined by mutual ag-
reement between the CPC
and the foreign investor with
the concurrence of the ap-
propriate authorities'".
~ Clause 6 eables the for-
eign lwvestor to ask for ad--
ditional onshore and offshore
areas and/or facllities' other
than those  mentioned in
Clause 5.

Clause 8 is very reveal-
Ing, It states ‘‘The foreign
investor- duly observing and’
performing the several cove.
nants'and conditions centained

vision of amenities, utilities,
power supply and telecom-
munications in the said pre-
mises, provided however, that
the said entry shall not in-
terfere with the business of
the foreign invester and shall
be exercised In a reasonable
manner’’,

First, this shows that even
the right of even a state
authority to enter is restri-
cted in two ways: (i) it
has to be with the sanction
of the CPC and (2) it has
to be for the purpose of
performing its functions un-
der the agreement.

Secondly it is seen that
the right of entry Is really
for the purpose of provid-
ing the facilities undertaken
by the CPC under the ag-
reement as mentioned in the
clause.

Thirdly the entry of the

state authority'as wéll as the

CPC has to be such that it

will not interfere with the
business of the foreign in-
vestor.

LIMITED RIGHTS

This' is a wide clause
which in reality comple-
tely shuts out the CPC
and’ the state from any
supervision of the area
leased out. It is needless
to say that without any
adequate supervision of the
area, its equipments, build-
ings, etc., it is not pos-
sible to guarantee the use

ow safe are the safeguards

of the area for the pur-
posz mentioned in the
agreement. Under Clause
22, the CPC has retained
a limited right of access
to a limited area to ex-

amine, test and inspect
the condition of the tanks,
pipe lines, jetties, piers

and to confer with the
foreign investor regarding
any necessary maintenance
and/or repair. This shows
that the right of access
granted to the CPC is will
defined and very limited

The provision in the agree.
ment to provide for rhe
security services in the area
of operation and in the tank
farm by the CPC has been
cited as one of the, ten
safeguards. The relevant pro-
vision that is Clause 26(a),
is interesting lc states, *‘The
CPC, consideration - of ‘the
monles payable under Clause
7 and 42 shall provide se-
curity servicas mutually ac-
ceptadble to the foreign in-
vestor and the CPC in the
area of operation and in
particular in the tank farm
area. The CPC shall keep
the project and surrounding
area In peaceful condition.
The CPC shall be liable for
all direct losses or damages
incurred by the foreign in-
vestor and indemnify the fo-
reign investor against losses
or damages claimed and sy-
stained against the foreign
investor by third parties,
provided that such losses or
damages arise from the ne-
gligence of the CPC or its
employees in the functioning
of their business’.

This is clearly another of
the numerous services that
tne CPC had undertaken to
provide and will be paid for.
This is really an indemnity
clause where the CPC has
undertaken to indemnify from
losses caused  through its
negligence in performlng
their service.

it is significant that the
providing of security services
under this clause is not ex-
ciusively vested with the CPC
The foreign investor can have
its own security service, in

. addiction to that which will be

provided by the CPC. The
working and mode of the

security services that would
be provided will have to be
mutually agread between the
CPC and the foreign investor-
Therefore, It is obvious that
providing of the security ser-
vices under clause 26 (a) will
not be a substitute for the
rights of supervision of the
project and the’area |tself.

(Continued on page 9)




-with notice

-cannot in any way

‘investor
¢power and authority to se-
dlect

"The proviso to this
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+(Continued from Page 8)

Clause 19 of the Agree-
ment further goes to show
the hold that the foreign
investor has against, the
CPC in this project. It states,
“The foreign Investor shall,
if it so decides, have the right,
to the CPC,
to build and construct the
infrastructure, implants, eq-
uipment, addicional  tanks
and facilities and to main-
tain and operate the same’’.
This shows that even the
consent of the CPC is not
required but only notice of

it should be given to the
CPC.
The exclusive right to

use and/or hire the Tanks
is vested In the foreign In-
vestor under clause 23 (a)
of the agreement.

lt is clearly seen that
under this clause the CPC
has no say whatsoever in
the choice of customers and

control
will be
the tank

the business that
carrled on in

“farm.

It is specifically stated
that the foreign investor
shall have the exclusive right
to use/rent out or hire the

“tanks and this provision s

made clear beyond doubt
by stating that ‘‘The foreign
should = have the

its own customers .

Though the clause states
that in the selection of
customers the foreign inves-
tor sbould ensure that it ls
made strictly on commer-
cial competitive and non-dis-
<riminatory basis, the CPC
thas not reserved the right
to check the implementa-
tion of this agreed policy.
clause
is as vague and unenforcea-

ble on the first part of
the clause.
The phrase ‘‘military

purposes is not defined.
Who is going to decide as
to what is ‘' military fur-
poses’’ and what is not.
* Military purpose’’ for one
may be a “peace mission”

~for another. It is no secret

‘that all military purposes
are carried on in the
name of peace missions.
it is clearly seen that
this proviso is just an
eye-wash and has no vali-
dity in its practical im-
plication. The proviso s
almost shadowed by the
very language in the main
clause granting the foreign
investor in the most clea-

rest terms the absolute
right to carry on its
business and select its
-gustomers:

It is s .prising that un-

der Clause 29 of the agree-

«ment the fuil responsibility

of a technical survey and

-evaluation of the project Is
wvested on the foreign inves-

-

‘tor without any partcipation

by the state or the CPC.
The sole right to maintain

books and records is with
the foreign investor under
Clause 35  of the agree-

ment. The limited right to
information required by the
CPC is retained but what
is important is that it Is
the exclusive right of the
foreign investor to keep
books and records. This right,
of course, flows from the ex-
clusive right that is given
to the foreign Investor to
manage and run the project.

Similarly, under Clause 39,
the exclusive right to selec-
tion of personnel to be
employed in the project is
retained by the foreign In-
vestor. The foreign investor
has the discretion regarding
training of personnel and it
specifically states that it is
the exclusive right of the
foreign investor to employ
expatriate or other emplo-
yees and/or consultants and
to engage the services of
foreign contractors for the
project

UNFORSEEN HANDS

Therefore, again it s
seen that the state or the
CPC has no - control -over
the seiection of employees
or contractors. The whole
project can go into unfore-
seen hands by manupulation
of expatriate employees and
contractors for working the

project.
To cap it all Clause
41 deals with the main-

tenance of secrecy clause
41 (a), which states; “The
parties hereto (CPC and the
foreign investors) their ag-
ents and servants shall
maintain utmost secrecy
in respect of all such in-
formation and data fur-
nished from time to time
by any one of them to
the other’’. And Clause
41 (b) states: ‘‘The CPC
undertakes that the pro
visions of Clause 40 and
41 (a) shall mutatis mu-
tandis apply to the Cen-
tral Bank and Exchange
Control Department

How the CPC could bind

the Central Bank and the
Exchange Control Depart-
ment in an agreement to

which these two institutions
are not parties is unthinka-
ble. Further, how the CFC
can bind the Central Bank
and the Exchange Control
Department outside the laws
of the country regarding
such matters of maintaining
secrecy Is unthinkable.

The mos: important ques-
tion would be as to why
there should be such a strin-
gent clause on maintenance
of secrecy, specially if it is
only a commercial = venture,
as prociaimed by the Go-
vernment. :

Saturday Review

The right of the CPC to
increase its equity shares to
519 from 169, in the
intended company was serio-
usly mentioned as a safeg-
vard. Clause 66 (a) and the
appendix which are relevant

to this matter is interest-
ing. Clause 66 (a) states:
“The CPC, in addition to
the 16% equity sharehold-
ing, shall have the sole
and exclusive right to opt
to take a further 359

(not more not less of the
equity shareholdings) in the
said Company subject to
the terms and conditions
indicated in Appendix A in
this agreement except to

the extent varied’ .
Appendix A lays down
the terms and conditions

that apply if the CPC opts
to buy a further 359 of
equity shares.

Para 3 of Appendix A
speaks of a ‘‘A separate ex:
clusive management contract
with a management company
to be formed by Oroleum.
Trandirafc and Oil Tanking
for the management, finan-
ciai control and marketing
of the Trincomalee Tank
Farm’’.

That would mean not
only the management but
also financial control and mar-
keting would continue to be
in the hands of the foreign
investor even if the CPC
opts to be the major share-
holder with 519 of the
charge.

It is obvious that the
dominating position of the
foreign investor -has been
guaranteed under this ag-
reement even if the CPC
opts to be the major
shareholder. It is unthin-
kable why a major share-
holder should surrender
its rights completely re-
garding the management,
financial control and mar-
keting to a minor share-

holder. The reasons can-
not be commercial in
any way.

ALL EYE-WASH

The foregiong shows that
the foreign investor is ves-
ted with all the rights and
privileges to run the pro-
ject, and that the CPC or
the State will have no con-
trol whatsover. if Iis, there:
fore clearly seen that the
talk about the Sri Lankan
company with the CPC having
169, equity shares running
the project is an eye-wash.

The Minister gave his re-
asons for the Government
entering into this agreement
when ne said: “The CPC
by itself Is not equipped
to handle a project of this
nature and foreign expercise
is absolutely = necessary. The
CPC does not have the in-
ternational Marketing con-.
tacts to make the tank farm

a successful project nor does
it have the engineering or
marketing experience’’.

We cannot agree that
the CPC is by itseilf not

equipped to handle a pro- !/

ject of this nature. Even
if the CPC by itself is
not equipped to handle
this project we have no
doubt that Sri Lanka can
handle this project. A
project of this nature does
not involve any advanced
technology.

Even if any advanced te-
chnology that is beyond our
engineers and scientists it

required, we could have
easily hired the necessary
expertise.

Even if what the Minis-
ter said was true, that the

9

" How safe are the safeguards?

CPC by itself is not in a
position to handle this pro-
ject, then the CPC should
have handled it in collabro-
ration with the necessary
partners.

But what we see under
this agreement is a complete
sell-out of the project to
the foreign investor.

It was always open to
the Government to have set
up a statutory body, such
as the Mahaveli Davelopment
Authority, ' to handle this
project.

As in the case of Mahas«
veli project, the necessary
foreign expertise would have
been obtained from foreign
governments  or foreign
companies on a commercial
basis.

All past

Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW.

| refer to Mr. T. Subra-
maniam's letter in the SAT-
URDAY REVIEW of 5th may
through which he exhorts me
to face facts intstead of
narrating history. Isn't hls-
tory a record of past facts?
It is because it is so that
persons experience discomfi-
ture when events gone by
are recounted.

Whatever may be the
present political situation in
the country, a | sweeping sta-
tement such as the one made
by Mr. Subramaniam against
the LSSP cannot be allowed
to go unchallenged, particul-
arly by those who have
been closely following the
zig-zigs of the Tamil poli-
tical leadership vis—a-vis the
Left In the country.

What | sought to do in
my letter to Yyou was to
set the record straight In
respect of this matter and
place facts, yes facts in
their proper context,

In his reply, Mr. Subra-
maniam does not refute what
| state but attempts to sub«
stantiate the misleading sta-
tement he made about the
LSSP by turning to history
and cite Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva's role in the making of
the Republican Constitution
of 1972 and the ‘‘arrog-
ance of power by Mrs. Ban-
daranaike” In failing to re-
spond to the ‘‘moderate de-
mands”’ put forward by the
late Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanaya-

kam. | speak for neither.
But It would be interest-
ing to know whit these

““moderate demands’’ are.

Will Mr. Subramaniam ma-
ke known to lesser mortals
like me and to your readers

History!

the contents of the [etter
the late: Mr. Chelvanayakam
iIs said to have written ta
Mrs. Bandaranalke embodying

the '‘moderate demands’’
MANSOOR
RASSEEDIN
Colombo 2

EXECUTIONS IN USA

Seven prisoners have been
executed In the USA bet-
ween January and mid-April
this year - more than in any
full year since the death
penalty was reinstated In
1976 - and many more _ex-
ecutions are expected this
year.

Twelve of the
tions carried out since
have taken place within the

18 execu-

past |3 months, including
the first executions since the
early 1960s in the states

of Alabama, Georgia. Lousiana,
Mississippi and North Carolina.

These statistics  foliow
predictions made last year
by US iawyers that the
number of executlons in the
USA would increase signifie
cantly once the appeals of
prisoners sentenced in the
1970s were exhausted.

In 1972 the US Supreme
Court vacated (nullified) all
existing death penalty laws
violated the US Constitu-
tion because of the arbitr-
ary and capricious manner
in which they were applied.

However, a 1976 Supre=-
me Court decision; permic-
ted individual states to re-
instate the death penalty
according to Supreme Court
guidelines.

Since then 38 states have
introduced  revised death
penalty iaws and the number
of prisoners of death row
has steadily risen - at the
time of going to press
1,311 prisoners wera under
sentence of death in 33

. states. :

(Amnesty International,
May [984).

i

1976



Lanka
Sirima Bandaranaike has
described the move to open

The Sri President

Mrs.

an “‘Isracli Interests’ section
in Coclombo at the US Em-
bassy as’’ a slap in the face
of the Arab and Islamic com-
munity.

Mrs. Bandaranaike states,
““When Mr. Lakshman Jaya-
kody, SLFP Member of Parlia-
ment for Attanagalla, asked
a question about Israel re-
cently, the Minister of Nat-
ional Security gave an an-
swer that was vague and
evasive. Now an official of
the US Embassy has confirmed
that an “lIsraeli Interests”

:

section will be established
soon in Colombo under what
he described as ‘‘the pro-
tecting power’’ of the US.

‘“Whatever the explanat-
ions and whichever the qu-
arter they come from, it is
clear that the UNP Govern-
ment has given a slap in the
face of the Arab and Islamic
community, and the Noca-
Aligned world.

Open Violation

“‘Only a very small number
of non-aligned member states
have diplomatic relations with
Israel-a country which has

Dastardly Episode

vandalism

To mark the opening
of the third stage of the
reconstuction of the Jaffna
Public Library, on 4th June,
we are reproducing a letter
written by Mr. H. A. L
Goonetileke, distinguished
biographer and librarian to
the President of the Mo-
vement for Inter — Racial
Justice and harmony after
the burning of the Jaffna
Pubilic Library.

17, Wijerama Lane’
Nawinna,
Maharagama.

4th July 1981.

Fr. Paul Caspersz

President, Movement for Inter=
Racial Justice and Equality,
(Mirje),

6, Aloe Avenue,

Colombo 3.

Dear Paul,

Knowing you as | do, |
can well imagine how totally
grieved and depressed you must
be over the [oathsome tragedy
of a month ago, and | can
see, from your reports af May
and June 1981, the concerned
and resolute determination with
which you have pursued your
unhappy investigations,  and
written of them with a clinical
and clinical and cleansing
passion and perception.

In the entire catalogue of
carnage, arson, pillage and
murder which you have so
courageously documented, the
complete destruction by an act
of calculated and cold—blooded
incendiarism of the splended
Jaffna Public Library is _the

most wounding to the sensi-
bility of our brethern in the
North, and must outrage the
humane feelings of every person

in the land, whatever his
political, racial or religious
persuasion.

Containing over 90,000 vo-
lumes, this notable library was
the second largest public library
in the island, and possessed
a rich and diverse collection
of valuable literary material,
some of them irreplaceable.
It was a distinct cultural land-
mark in the Peninsula, and
served the purposes of an in-
tellectual resource centre.

The wanton and senseless
despoliation of a major  re-
pository of knowledge and
learning is a national calamity
and, perhaps, the most das-
tardly episode of vandalism
in the modern history of Sri
Lanka.

The gutted building is a grim
testimonial to savage and be-
stial tendencies of communal
hate, and even more saddening
and shocking is the knowledge
that the blindly chauuinist ex-
ponents of this cultural in-
cineration were apparently op-
erating  under the sinister
patronage of public sector
terrorism. No level of offi-
cial explanation (and, curiously
enough, none has been for-
thcoming so far), or far—fes
tched apologies conjured up-
to suit each face—saving spe-
culation can excuse this irrat-
ional atrocity.

State—sponsored  fanaticism
was let loose in the city of

e

demns

"a President’s
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time and time again violated
decisions of the Security
Council of the United Nat-
fons and has shown scant
respect for world opinion or
humanitarian  considerations.
In any event, what the peo-
ple of Sri Lanka must fully
understand is that this step
is an open repudiation of a
policy adopted by the United
Front Government in 1970
and followed for more than
13 years.

The correctness of the
decision taken by my Govern-
ment s manifestly evident In
the large benefits that have
accrued to the people of this
country, especially in recent
years. Now this opportunistic
and desperate Government is
wantonly risking the loss of
those benefits and choosing
t> Insult the countries whose
friendship and gratitude, earn-
ed by our principled support

T -

Jaffna between May 3Ist and
June 4th 1981, and mayhem
and terror stalked the streets,
but with an implacable reso-
lution and unmatched courage
the Jaffna voter, brushing the
ashes off his stricken face,
administered a fitting coup-
de-grace to his faceless enemy.
In the indomitable spirit of
this unquenched ardour, the
library will surely rise again
to light the way and shine
like a brighter beacon. May
the restitution of this gap in
the national heritage become
a symbolic cornerstone of am-
ity, concord and unity between

0ve

for the Palestinian and Arab-
cause against Zicnism, brought
Sri Lanka those benefits.

Jobs in M. E.

Ministers of this Govern-
ment, particularly those who
claim to be  champions of
the Sinhala Buddhists, often
complain that the Sinhala
Buddhist youth have few op-
portunities for working ab-
road. [t is precisely because
of our pro-Arab, anti-Zio-
nist policy that well over a
lakh of Sri Lankans, the vast
majority of them Sinhala
Buddhists, have found employ-
ment. in these Arab-Islamic
countries.

The Arab world is our
main oil supplier and this
fact is all the more import-
ant at a time when there
is a war In the Gulf. Our

the people of the South and
the North.

MIRJE has a vitadl and va-
luable role to play as a catalyst
and healing agent in the long—
drawn—-out process of recovery
of faith, hope and trust, re-
membering all the while that
the most significnnt ingredient
in any prescription for com-
munal harmony is understand -
ing, enlivened by love and
steeled by fortitude in the
face of continuing adversity.

Yours sincerely,

H. A. 1. Goonetileke.

DOUBTS ABOUT
LIBRARY FUNDS

The Editor,
Saturday Review.

With reference to your
lead news in the last ‘issue,

about the Jaffna Public
Library, there is a certain
amount of doubt on the

funds received.

We all know that there is
Fund, out of
which monies are voted for
charitabie causes as well, If i
remember right, Rs. One
million was transferred from
the President’s Fund to what
is called the lJaffna . Public
Library Trust (or Reconstru-
ction) Fund.

From this, Rs. 9 Lakhs were
given as relief to the Jaffna
Public ‘Library. A balance of
Rs. One lakh was left in the
President’s Library Trust or
Reconstruction Fund.

Even members of the pu-
biic were requested to cont-
ribute to this Fund,

According to you, Rs. two
million was donated from
the President’s Fund. If that
be so, was it from the
President’s Jaffna “Public
Library Trust (Reconstruction)
Fund or the President’s Fund?
if it is the former, then it
should have been contribut-
ions made by the public,
because the public contri-
buted to this fund.

The Lionel Fernando Com-
mittee appointed by the
Government recommended
Rs. 10-2 Million as com-
pensation to the Jaffna Public
Library. What has happened

to this recommendation? Has
it been shelved?

Will any of your readers
or the authorities
clarify these doubts?

please

T. Arumugam
Puloly East.

2nd June

1984
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Arab oll suppliers have often
given us concessions. The Arab
world is the biggest buyer
of our tea. It has been 2
source of aid,

As leader of the SLFP and
head of the Government which
orderéd the closure of the
Israeli Mission, 1
this decision which may only
lead to bringing the Arab-
Israeli conflict and all its
violence to our homeland
at a time when this Island
itself Is threatened with so
much violence.

I call on all patriotic
forces, regardless of race,

creed and political affiliations,.
to oppose this step which
is a blatant attack on the
national interests of Sri Lanka:
and Its people.

CTU Condemns:
‘Israeli
Invasion’

The Ceylon Teachers Union,
a meeting held on 22nd May,.
vehemently condemned the
drcision taken by the UNP-
Government to allow the:
Israelis to open a co - ordi-
nating office in the American.
Embassy.

A resolution adopted by
it stated: ‘‘Day by day, under
the guise of crushing terr-
orism, the UNP Government
Is openly working towards a
military alliance with the
Western powers led by
America.”

‘‘The UNP and the news:
media which carried a vicious
campaign against the Indian
Government and its people,
has openly joined ‘hands with
the well-known international
terrorists like Ronaid Reagan
and Shamir. The decision to
open the doors to the Israeli
proves this beyond any
doubt.’’

The CTU also appealed to
the Government to find 2.
permanent political solution
to the National Question,
“‘which threatens the inde-
pendence of this small island’*.

It urged the Government
to remove the military rule
in Jaffnra and to establish
civil administration there.
‘“‘Military tactics can never
soive the National Question.
The recent killings of unarmed
innocent men, women and
children has only helped to
aggravate the situation.’*

The CTU also appealed to
the Minister of education to
reinstate forthwith those
teachers who participated in:
the 1980 July public servants’

strike,

denounce: .
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I must say at the very out-
set that the subject*“Religion,
secularism and nationalism’’’
is too complex for me to be
able to do justice to it. 'The
problem is not just want of
time and space. It is much
more basic. I do not know
of anyone who has thought
through the subject and I
cannot and do not claim to
have done so either. So all
I can possibly attempt is to
indicate as dispassionately as
possible my broad approach,
hoping that the reader will
bear it in his mind that my
“conclusions”, if any, are
tentative and subject to revi-
sion.

My first difficulty is that I
cannot define a Hindu in
‘““positive’ terms. I can only
describe him, as the Upani-
shads define God, in terms
of neti_ neti, neti (He is not
this, not this, not this and so
on). All I can say is thata
Hindu is an Indian or a
person of Indian descent who
is not a Muslim, Christian,

Jew or Zoroastrian.

v

This raises two more diffi-
culties at once. First, having
defined the Hindu in this
‘negative’ way, I cannot pro-
ceed further in relation to
the subject. I get stuck. Se-
condly, very few people ac-
cept my definition. So it is
pointless for. me to go on
pressing it. More often than
not, I have to argue asif I
do not accept my own des-
cription of the Hindu.

INFERENCES

Two propositions hold the
field. That the Hindus are a
community despite the lingui-
stic, caste and other divi-
sions among them. And that
the Hindus are a nation
potentially, if not actually.
Two inferences follow from
these two propositions.

First, since the Hindus are
the majority community,
they must be generous to-
words the others if the
country is to achieve peace
and stability (Nehru and
other self-proclaimed secula=
rtists).

Secondly, since the Hindus
are a nation, the others must
adjust to their ethos and
culture if India is not to face
the trheat of another uphea-
val and even partition (the
RSSand other advocates of
thoconcept of Hindu Ras-
htra).

These two proposition are
not as contradictory as their
proponents would have us
believe,though, of course the
difference in emphasis is
obvious enough. For if the
Hindus are a community,
that is a ‘*people™ capable
of collective action on a sus-
tained basis, they are bound

to become the ,
virtue of their overwhelming
majority, economic power
and control of the state
machinery. Whether the
others like it or not, they
will in effect have little
choice but to conform to
the culture of this vast majo-
rity and define their own
religious identities accord-

ingly.

The concept of a culturally
neutral Indian nationalism
and state has prevailed to
the extent that it has precise-
ly because the Hindus do not
constitute a community.And
the Rashtra Sevak Sangham
and other proponents of
Hindu Rashtra have
been able to challenge
effectively for the same”™
reason.

NEW CONCEPT

It is generally not realised
that the concept of nationa-
lism is relatively new to India
—one hundred or so years
old. It is even less generally
realised that the concept os
pan - Indian communitief
cannot be older for the
simple reason that both were
products of the same forces-
the political and administra-
tive unification of the pemn-
sula for the first time in his-
tory by the British, the intr-
oduction of Western values
and thought processes thro-
ugh Western education with
English as the medium of
instruction, and the esta-
blishment of an extensive
rail-road and communication
system.

The Muslims were doubt-
less ‘<better off”” than the
Hindus even before the
arrival of the British. They
inevitably believed in the
unity of God, in the Koran
being the word of God and
the prohnecy of Mohammad;
and they accepted the con-
cept of ummah. But they
too were not an all-India
community. They could not
be, because India as one
country did not exist. As
we know, Aurangzeb had
failed to bring the whole
peninsula under his control:
after him the empire rapidly
disintegrated. Surprising
though it may appear, the
Indian Muslim community
is the resuit largely of the
British Raj.

A great deal has been
written on the British govern.
ment's policy of ‘<divide and
rule”, their decision to
favour the Muslims after
1880 and the two culminating
in partition in 1947. On
factual ground there is
much merit in all this
crittcism of the British
government. It is also possi-
ble that without the British
encouragement the Muslim

community would have come

Indian by
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to terms with the Hindu
reality, thatis; made com-
‘mon cause with the Hindus
and -reconciled itself to their
pre-eminent positionin India.

But there is an aspect of
the issue which deserves to
be noted. Once the necess-
ary conditions came in to
existence the Muslims could
and did become a commu-—

nity in the all-India context.

A number of Hindu intelle-
ctuals have tried to evade
this issue by referring to the
fact that the Muslims too
speak regional languages.
But what is relevant is the
Muslim self-awarness as a
distinct religious cultural

 entity on an all-India basis;
denied that
arose

be
such an awareness .
towards the end of the 19th
century and grewas the 20th
century progressed, resulting
in the country’s partition
in 1947. et

The self-awarenessamong
the Muslims and its conse-
quent expression in greater
Muslim self-assertion and
aggressiveness inevitably
produced a response among
the Hindus. For a time
between the partition of
Bengal in 1905 and the

Rev1ew

this article. The relevant
point is that though Gan-
diji's following was mainly
Hindu, he did not work for
what can be called a Hindu
political order. It is even
more significant that such
an order did not arise even

after the country was parti- -

tioned on a religious basis,
with Muslim majority areas
opting out both in the west

and in the east.

The credit
(depending on one’s predi-
lection) for the new secular
order has been assigned to
Nehru. He was certainly a
great leader by any yard-
stick and his task was great-
ly facilitated by the death
of Sarder Patel who alone
could possibly have challen-
ged his leadership. /But
Nehru had defeated  the
Sardar in the latter’s life-
time except within the fra-
mework of the Congress
party organisation; there
could be little doubt that
Nehiru was the more popular
of the two even in the wake
of partition and the holo-
caust accompanying it;
Gandhiji's martyrdom fur-
ther strengthened his posi-
tion. And above all, Nehru
was able to carry the people

by
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emergence of Mahatma
Gandhi as the leader of the
Indian National Congress in
1919, it appeared as if a
distinct Hindu personality
was emerging and impo-
sing itself on the country’s
‘political scene. Aurobindo
Ghosh and Tilak were the
most articulate spokesmen
of Indian nationalism and
they clearly thought in
Hindu terms. But this res—
ponse petered out and
Gandhiji with his message
of Hindu-Muslim unity (as
if the two ‘communities’
were equal partners in a
common enterprise) seized
the leadership. He was to
dominate the Indian poli-
tical scene for the next
three decades.

RAM RAJYA

It is hardly necessary
for me to recall that Gan-
dhiji was often represented
as a Hindu leader not only
by his Muslim League
opponents but by Hindu
‘progressives’ (Marxists and
liberals) who could not
stomach his talk of ramrajya
at his prayer meetings, his
fastings and his ‘medieval’
personality traits: and eco-
homic programmes. This is

an issue in itself . which can- -

not be and, more 1mport-'
ant, need not be debated in

with him in his attempt to
eatablish a secular polity in
India.

This _acceptance by the
Hindus of Nehru's leader-
ship has been attributed

mainly to the famed Hindu

tolerance of other faiths.

Since the time of Raja Ra~

mmohan Roy educated
Hindus have also been try-
ing to bring their - own
society into accord with
Western values which derive
from the acceptance of rea-
son (as distinct from faith)
as being the source - of
knowledge. In plain terms
secularism has been inherent
in the Hindu reform move-
ment. Since Nehru can be
said to have been in the
direct line of succession to
Raja Rammohan Roy, . this
could have bkeen another
reason for his aesy ascen-
dancy in Indian polities.

Two inferences emerge
from this narration. First,
that Nehru’s leadership was
as much the result of per-
sonal qualities and close
association with Gandhiji as
of impersonal factors «(the
reform movement among
the Hindus.) Secondly, the
acceptance of the concept of
a secular polity by the

Hindus is at "least as much-
an "éxpression of théir dgsire sue

or dlscredlt:

" wholly . successful.

”11
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to reform their own society
as of their toleranee of °
other religious and ways of
life. -

Nehru’s 1eadershjp was,
of course, not quite unchal-

~lenged. Inno general elect-
don held during his prime

ministership (1952, 1957 and
1962) did' the Congress get
a majority of the' Vvotes
polled. ‘And tc ‘the extent
we can Judge n Vie\gv of -the
secrecy of: the - ‘Vote, one-
half of it "came from. the
minorities  and scheduled
castes and tribes. On this
calculation, only about one-
third of caste Hindus voted
for the Congress under
Nehru’s leadership. This is
an intriguing facet of the
Indian political scene which
it is not- possible for me to
explain. But most of those
Hindus who withheld supp-
ort from the Congress voted
for other secular - parties.

Thus as faras the' secular
nature of the caste Hindu
society is concerned, the
limited nature of support
for Nehru’s Congiess~ and
subsequently for Indira Gan-
dhi’s Congress cannot cast

: doubt on 1t
ANTl—H[NDIA, '

A different logic  has
operated among- the  Mus-
lims from the dawn: of.

Islam in India. Though most
of them are converts from
Hinduism, their attempt
has been to move away
from the Hindu ways. This
attempt could not have
been and has not " been
But it
has  been ceaseless. Its
history: can be traced with-
out a break fromthe 16th
century. The attempt conti-
nues today. The Tabhgh.
movement remains pretty
vigorous. The resistance to
the proposal for a uniform
civil code is only one expre-
ssion of the refusal to accept
the Indian environment.

It is not pertinent for me
in the present context to
join the debate on whether a
distinctly /ndign Islam has
emerged as a result of the
interaction  between the
religious-cultural (including
the Arabic and Persian
languages) import and the
Indian environment (of
which the Hindus are an
essential part). Nor -is it
pertinent for me to go into
the cause of the failure of
men such as Maulana Abuy
Kalam Azad on the one
hand and Sir Saiyed Ahmad
Khan on the other to
reinterpret Islam to bring it
into accord with the-medern %
world. -

(7o Ze contmued next week) )

\
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PILGRIMAGE TO JAFFNA

2nd June 1984

TERROR & WOE

BY DR. NISSANKA SENEVIRATNE

We were the children of
another era, that of the
British Raj. The impenal

POLYTEX

OMEN ON

THE MARCH

The second strike by
women workers at the Poly-
tex Garments Ltd. within
the Greater Colombo Econo-
mic Commission area, which
began on 17th February, is
still on, with no indications
of an early séttlement.

Polytex Garments, set up
in  collaboration with a

Honk Kong firm, is the-
sewing .

biggest  garment
‘enterprise .in . the G.C.E.C.
- area, producing high-quality
garments for markets in
Western Europé and the
USA.

It employs nearly 2000
workers.

Nearly 95% of the work
force consists of women.
Their daily wage at the
start was only Rs. 18.50
‘(less than one US dollar).

To improve their working
conditions, the employees
formed a branch of the
Industrial Transport and
General Worker's Union.

In December 1982, seven
workers were suspended on
the ground that they were
not acceding to the com-
pany’s overtime require-
ments.

months ‘ 'wages,
.advance, a daily wage of

FIRST STRIKE

This sparked off the first
strike at the factory, begin-
ning on 13th December.

The 'workers =~ demands
included  reinstatement of
the suspended workers. a
bonus ‘equivalent to three
a festival

Rs.25, 42days leave per
year and medical  facilities
and “transport -~ facilities in
case of illness.

The management and the
branch Union ‘were able to
reach a settlement ,on these
issues after one month
during which period the
workers were subjected to
intimidation, arrests - and
thuggery, aided by the police.

Despite the memorandum
of settlement signed on
20-th May, other disputes
cropped up, particularly re-
lating to production targets

and wage increases.

For example, the mana-
gement sought a Wwritten
guarantee that if any work-
er did not reach the agreed
production target in the
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future, it should have the
power to take disciplinary
action against such a work-
er, and the union should not
take counter action against
the company. This position
was . uynacceptable to the
union.

On 15th January 7 work-
ers, including committee
members of the branch
union, were suspended from
work. One month later
they were dismissed from
work, which action triggered
off the second strike at Poly-
tex Garments, with the
union putting forward the
following demands:

Withdrawal of the sus-
pension of the seven work-
ers, payment of Rs. 100 a
month owing to them since
July 1983, four months
wages as bonus for 1983,
42 days leave facilities, and

~a wage increase up to 30 a

day.

Attempts  have
made since January by the
parent union to get the
Department of Labour to
intervene but without any
success.

As Mr. W. L. D, Anton
Markus, Secretary of the
present union states: ‘The

Polytex women workers’
strike is also an impor-.
tant one for the entire

labour movement, not only
in Sri Lanka but all over
the world. The results of
Polytex could be the make
or the break of the labour
movement. It is our res-
ponsibility to understand
and place thestrike of the
Polytex workers within the
historic perspective of the
entire labour movement’.

been

boot -had not been laid

heavy upon us; indeed, we
were the beneficiaries of
blessings showered upon a
subject people by their
colonial masters—language
and literature, ' music and
art, educational = advance-
ment  and © professional
skills, and the love of
dedicated men of great hu-
man stature who came to
serve us, Foster and Hay-
man among others. Our
associations and  friend-
ships were not dictated by
the language of our parents
or determined by the region
of our traditional homes.
We grew up together,
friends and brothers.

So when my ‘“Tamil”
friend and brother arrived
from Jaffna and said that
he had a message from his
wife, I was shaken. Tell
Nissanka to come, she had
said. It seemed a pointless
exercise. I knew  what
could be expected—tales of
woe, an outpouring of
grief, accounts of experi-
ences caused by our un-
resolved ‘National Ques-
tion” and the army of
occupation, of  broken
homes and shattered lives,
of dreams that have crashed
with the savagery and
atrocities’ of July 1983.

Yet, it was a summons

from Mano, “dream girl”

of my friend and brother,
and I could not ignore her
call. A long weekend was
due, Wesak, and Saturday
12th May was fixed for the
journey North. The seat on
the bus was booked. Then
the  ““terrorists”  struck
again—this time they had
kidnapped an  American
couple and the sensational
news was flashed on Friday
night, 11th May.

To go or not to go—
to Jaffna! A respected
elder cautioned that the
trip North as planned was
risky. Despite the damper,
to change course. nowW was
unacceptable. 1 said that
I would go, whatever the
uncertainties generated by
the kidnapping; also, that
I did not fear the terrorists.

For who are they—these
terrorists? Who are the in-
surgents of the 70s or the
arsonists and looters  of
July 1983? Are they not,
for the most part, children
of social and economic op-
pression, the creations of
an unjust social order? Are
they not the victims of lack
of opportunity, of frustra-
tion and poverty? (True,
there  are “intellectuals
among the terrorists who
have lost faith in “negoti-
ations”; but let it be re-
membered that Frantz Fan-
on, psychiatrist, or Che
Guevara, doctor, did not

become rebels and revolu-
tionaries  through  mere
frivolity but after an agon-
ising appraisal of their ob-
servations and experiences.)

_Are they not the missiles
that are fired by seekers
of power and players on
the political chess board?
Are not the terrorists com-
mitted and dedicated to
their cause, however much
I depreciate their cause and
deplore their actions, with
a zeal and passion un-

matched in the privileged ~

and the well-to-do?

I would face without bit-
terness the terrorists’ fir-
ing squad, if they could
convict me of crimes against
the oppressed. (But I would
retaliate with vengence the
barbs of those “‘expatriate
nationals” of the Eelam as-
sociations and the Sinhala
mandalayas who  make
loud noises from their com-
fortable bases in America,
Europe and elsewhere.

They are the real ter-
rorists, who have secured
the privileges offered by
their citizenship of this poor
Third - World country, and
having - plundered every
benefit from this country
migrated to greener pastur-

es-abroad from where they %~

ferment troubles in Sri
Lanka. The terrorists did
not frighten me off — so
I went to Jaffna.

I saw. I felt, if only as a
visitor. - The armoured car
near the market was a grim
reminder of the presence
of military might. Yet, the
army was trapped in a situ-
ation which they did not
relish. To the temples,
kovils desecrated and
destroyed in the South was
added one more shameful
demonstration of the crisis
of civilization in  our
country—the ruins of the
Jaffna  Public  Library,
symbolic of = the Jaffna
man’s respect for books
and his desire for learning.

The pot-holes on the
roads provided. ample
evidence that an adminis-
trative, financial and techn-
ical capability was essential
at the district level so that
local needs could be quick-
ly and effectively met.

4th Opening
The Rehabilitated Build-

ing of the JAFFNA
PUBLIC LIBRARY will be

opened by former, MP for

Kankesanthura1 and Leader
of the Opposition, at 11.50
a.m. on Monday, 4th June
1984.
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