P June

Registered

as a mnewspaper

L arch5

The Jaffna District Weavers Cooperative Society Ltd.

is coming apart at the seams.
ading for a crash due to the shady and corrupt

Society. is he

Informed sources say the

goings—on of some people at the helm.

Miismanagement,

squandering
transactions, use of political patronage to cover up irregular—

of funds, questionable

ities, harassment of employees who are not ‘cooperative’,
waste of funds on tamashas—these are pushing this society

to the brink of collapse.

SATURDAY  REVIEW
likes to pose the following
questions based on evid-
ence n its possession:

Why hasn’t the Society
yet commissioned the Rs.
16 million textile finishing
plant which it got down in
19802

Is the Society paying the
People’s Bank over  Rs.
7,500/ a day as interest
on idle machinery?

What's the secret of the
“Thulhiriya Connection’ ?

Why haven’t key office-
bearers been removed despite
the recommendation of a
DDC initiated  inquiry?

Have applicants without
the  basic  qualifications
been appointed. within the
last ‘few months?

Heavy interest

to People’s Bank

Here are the facts:-

The  society’s textile
finishing plant has yet to be
commissioned, nearly three
years after it was got down,
while the Society pays the
People’s Bank  over Rs.
7,500/- a day as interest
on the total loan of Rs.
16 million it took to buy
and set up the machinery.
The interest on the original
loan of Rs.9 million the
Society took in  January
1980 had swelled to Rs.
3 million when it applied
““to the Bank in September
1982 for an additional loan.
The Bank granted an ad-
ditional loan of Rs.4 mil-
lion after the Society agreed
to capitalise ‘the interest
payable on the earlier loan.

For the last two years
the Society has been gett-
ing its sized warps from
Thulhmya Mills while its
own sizing plant—a com-
plete unit supposed to cater
to the entire requirements
of other Power Loom fact-

about 6 a.m.

ories in the Jaffna District-
is not functioning at all.
This ‘Thulhiriya Connec-
tion” has  made some
employees suspicious. They
point out that it is very
strange the Society should
be getting its warps done
at Thulhiriya when it has
its own sizing unit whose
workers are forced to idle.

A boiler bought in 1979
at a cost of Rs.4} lakhs
still lies in the yard exposed
to the sun and the rain.

Production, both in the
Power Looms and Hand
Looms Section, has almost
hit rock bottom—the lowest
in the last 10 years of its
history, = =

Trade Union ' represent-
ations about -various ir-
regularities prompted the
Jaffna DDC to hold an
inquiry headed by an Ad-
ditional G.A. But powerful,
carefully cultivated politi-
cal patrons saw to it that

Five youths ambushed 2
army vehicles  round
on Friday
(4 March) at the Umayal-
puram culvert on the main
road, Kilinochchi,
fire injuring five soldiers
and made their getaway in
a hijacked car.

The youths had earlier
parked a hijacked lorry
near the culvert and booby-
trapped it. As an army
truck and an  armoured
car neared the culvert, the
youths set off an explosion
and opened fire injuring
Corporal H. R. Ariyatileke
(26), N. M. Perera (24),
R. M. A. Somasiri (35),
W. G. Goonetilleke (36)
and Sisirakumara (36).

The five youths—three

of them in army fatigues

opened -

0-0
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key office-bearers were not
removed, as recommended
by the inquiry team.
Employees who refuse to
play ball with some people
at the top find themselves
facing framed-up charges.
Last year the Society spent
Rs. 15,000/~ on litigation
against employees.

Nepotism has played - a
big part in some new ap-
pointments made = within
the last 8 months: some of
the new appointees do not
conform to the necessary
basic qualifications. Their
only qualifications  were
their blood ties to some of
the high-ups in the Society!

Apart from the misuse

and armed with sub
machine guns, two in
sarongs toting guns—had

then stopped a Datsun Car
(12 Sri 3094) at the Paran-
than junction, told the
owner Kumar, proprietor
of a firm in Kilinochchi,
‘we are the real tigers, we
need your car’ off loaded
him and another person in
the car and speeded off
towards Mullaitiva. = The
car was later found iaban-
doned on the Mullaitivu
road.

The lorry, belonging to
the Anuradhapura MPCS,
is reported to have been
earlier hijacked at  gun-
point at Murukandy. The

lorry driver and the cleaner
were tied up and bundled
into a van which was later

reqgional En

o’ Sor ¢ty vehicles, a lot of
mot.wy is squandered on
tamashas like foundation
stone laying  ceremonies:
the most recent tamasha
was the ceremonial open-
ing of a small water tank!
Each time a foundation
stone is laid, eXpenses are
said to run into thousands
of rupees. :

Once, the workers peace-
fully boycotted a function
held to mark the laying of
a foundation stone. The
Factory was shut down for
three days on orders from
the top and 2 workers were
arrested on false
tions. But the  police
released them a couple of
days later as they found

found abandoned behmd
the Umayalpuram temple.

The injured soldiers were
rushed to the Jaffna Hospit-
al where an  emergency
operation was performed
on N. M. Perera who had

allega-

the allegations were base-
less.

The Society—which made
good prof'ts until 1980—
is running at a loss now:
so much so it finds it
difficult to pay wages in®
time to the employees.
Even EPF contributions, it
is learnt, have not been
paid for a very large num-
ber of employees.

Unless action is taken
fast the Society’s collapse
is imminent, say knowledge-
able sources. Will political
patronage again  prevail
over the interests of the
workers and the commun-
ity they ask?

~ head
Sisirakumara was discharg-
ed after treatment for slight

received injuries*

injuries. Hospital sources
say the other 4 soldiers
who are warded are out of
danger.

The Board of Direcfors
of the Jaffna MPCS who
met on the 27th of Febru-

Wary have called for a Com-

mittee of five comprising
the Government  Agent,
Jaffna, Co-operative Depart-
ment officials and a repre-
sentative of the  General
Public, to probe what they

P2

think the ‘many inaccurac-

er in ' i Lafiks

Jaffna MPCS: Directors
ask for audit probe

ies and imbalances’ found
in the audit report of Ac-

counts for the financial
year 1981.

The President of the
Jaffna  MPCS is Mr. A.

M. Alalasunderam M. P.
for Kopay, who was shot
at by three youths recently
in this connection.
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Army search

yields a piece

of rusty iron!

The placid atmosphere of
the CHRISTA SEVA ASH-

— RAM, Chunnakam—a; few

yards from the Inuvil Rail-
way Station—was rudely
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non-receipt of their
copies.
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Excellent after sales service by U. K. qualified
Also available — Sony Radio, Cassio Calculators,

Cookers, Fans and other electrical appliances.
Visit the Sales & Service Department in Jaffna for |

(near Kannathiddy Junction)

of the sole agents

SIEDLES CINERADIO !

Jaffna Branch
363, Kasturiar Road,
Jaffna.

the Sweet
that relieves coughs and colds
An excellent mouth freshener

Auvailable at all good stores.

disturbed in the early hours
,of Monday February 28
‘morning when within a span
of ninety minutes four diffe-
rent contingents of soldiers
carried out a rigoroussearch

. of the premises. The Christa

Seva Ashramis a Service
oriented, prestigious Chris-
tion organisation in Jaffna
founded in 1939,

It is reported that the sol-
diers had camped at the
Inuvil Railway Station the
previous night in what was
called “OPERATION AM-
BUSH™ and the next dawn
had surrounded the walls
around the Ashram, "armed
to the skin. The first batch
of uniformed soldiers acco-
mpanied by a few policemen
met Sevak SAM ALFRED,
the head of the ashram at
6.30 a. m. They had condu-
cted a quick search and had
gone off; but within 30 min-
utes a bigger contingent

" appeared and told the Sevak

that they wanted to search
the compound. The Sevak
told them that a search had

already been carried out,
but they insisted on going -

over the premises. The Sev-
ak’s room, books and_ belo-
ngings were given a close
scrutiny,

After they went off with-
out finding anything suspi-
cious, an even bigger conti-
ngent appeared at 7.30 a,m.
and insisted on searching
the compound. The fourth
contingent that came at 8
a.m., was the biggest of
them all and searchcd the
compound for an hour.

The Army Officer who
spoke to the Sevak said that
the search was made in
connection with the shoot-
ings at a C. T. B. (Northern
Region) jeep at Urumpirai,
on the night of February4th.

Ten underprivileged youth
from villages in Batticaloa
and Jaffna are educated and
supported by the Ashram:
their rooms and books were
searched too. The Library
owned by the Ashram, which
contains radical Christian
literature was also searched.

The tedious and fruitless
search went on for an hour
when suddenly the metal
detector that the soldiers
were using registered some-
thing suspiciousin a remote
corner of the premises. The
excited soldiers then ordered
the youths in the Ashram to
dig the ground! After minutes
of tensed waiting, the damn-
ing piecc of evidence was
found—a small rusty piece of
iron!

Meanwhile the villagers
of the area who were taking
vegetables to the market in
carts and bicycles were all
stopped, and ordered to
unpack all their belongings
for inspection.

The Sevak who was bemu-
sed by the strange behaviour

of these four batches of

tense soldiers, could only
guess that this massive
“OPERATION” could have
been inspired by a false
tip-off.

It is significant that the
Ashram, a Christian Institu-
tion begun in 1939 by
PERIANNA SELVARAT-
NAM, has been deeply in-
volved in serving the spirit-
uval and material needs of
the villagers of the area. In
the five acres of land that
the Ashram owns, potatoes
and grapes are cultivated
and employment given to the
people of that area. Sevak
Sam Alfred told ‘SATUR—
DAY REVIEW’— “We have
no party  affliations, but
we’ll always stand by our
people, whatever their needs
and problems”
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Colombo

Phone : 2166—9,

ELEGANT
HARDY HOUSEHOLD PLASTICWARE

YOU SHOULD CONTACT

h. 6. Plastics Ltd.

Manufacturers of Plastic Products

545, Sri Sangaraja Mawatha,
10.
548447.

™

AT




]

« dons,

March 5,1983

Now we are told that
*political changes, resignat-
re—allocation of the
functions of Ministers, new
faces, etc., will come after
August 4.”

This is the date on which
the new six—year term of

Parliament begins.
That is, full five months
from now.

This is not what the cou-
ntry was told. earlier.

The ‘‘reconstitution’’ of
the Government Parliamen-
tary Group, and with it the
Cabinet of Ministers, accord-
ing to inspired — or insipid?
— leaks in some newspapers,
was originally to take place
before the Presidential elec-
tion, then shortly there after,
then before the Referendum,
then shortly after it, then
with the swearing—in of the
President on February 4, fi-

nally *‘In April, after the
new Year, ‘Sun’ reliably
learns’’ said a report on

February 22.

Why. this continued post-
ponement? The only ex-
planation i can think of
is that despite the Pre-
“sident’s claim to omni-
potency — “I have the
power to do anything,”
he, vaunted at the 28th

anfua! convention of the
United National Party —

he finds himself impotent
to act in the face of
various pressures origin-
ating from within the

Tv party and, outside.

‘Uncertain of

the future

On top of everything,
the mysterious disappea-
rance of Mr. Upali Wije-
wardene has upset the
‘‘grand ' design’’ that he is
believed to have had in
mind.

In a sense, it is logical
to form the new adminis-
tration with the beginning of
the new term of Parliament,
which by then would contain
some new faces from
UNP as well as the opp-
osition (especially the Tamil
United Liberation Front, which
has said that its members
would resign at the end of
their current term and face
elections).

Before then, by elections
in 20 of the parliamentary

p~w.constizuencies would 2lso have

taken place.

But it would have been
more logical to have formed
.the new administration with
the inauguration of the new
term of the President. Instead,
iLR is to | take place
months |ater!

Till then, the President
will carry in his pocket the
undated letters of resignat-
ion of the remaining UNP
MPs (inclu the’ Ministers),
some more of whom are
likely to be ditched before
long.

I" 'have seen some of
‘Nn a dazed condition, much
like. zombies, not knowing
whether they are coming or

SiX

them

Political Causerle
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by

Gamini Navaratne

going!

To say the least, it must
be both humiliating and de-
moralising to those MPs who
are not certain of the future.

This is a situation with-
out precedent in any country
with any pretentions to par-
liamentary democracy. But,
then, Sri Lanka is famous
for notching up ‘‘firsts’’ in
the sphere of constitutional
affairs, including having a Con-
stitution which needs con-
stant revision to catch up
with political

developments!

which Mr. Wilewardene and
his five companions were
travelling home from Kuala
Lumpur on the night of Fe-
bruary 13? Unlucky I3 ag-
ain!

Mr. Wijewardene may have
had business enemies, parti-
cufarly in Malaysia. The very
success of a person generates
jealousies, which can lead to
enmity. And Mr. Wijewar-
dene was a very successful
businessman by international
standards.

About the fact that Mr.

being mentioned asa possible
future President has at all
times been speculation in the
Press. *‘But in an earlier in-
terview with the American
magazine “Fortune’” he was
quoted asking, ‘“What else is
there for me to aspire to?"’

Too true. At 43, he had
not only reached the top of
Sri Lank’s business world but
also was head of Sri Lanka's
first and biggest multinational.

He was, however, not satis-
fied: he wanted to make his
mark in politics as well.

As | asked on an earlier
occasion, ‘‘Can the state
machinery and the coun-
try conuntinue to remain
in this state of suspended
anirnation when, according
to the Minister of Finance,
Mr. Ronnie de Mei, the
economic situation is giv-
ing cause for very serious
concern?’”’

Why this vacillation,
when decisive |action is
vital?

Bizarre theories on Mr.
Upali Wijewardene's disap-
pearance have been current
in Sri Lanka since his Lear
Jet vanished without trace
off Malaysia, one of these
being that he is still alive
somewhere and would make
an appearance shortly! Heo-
wever, all the evidence points
to the .fact that ‘he is no
more.

Mr. Wijewardene’s dis ap-
pearaice is bound to have
far—flung political repercuss-
ions in Sri Lanka, just as
the assassination of Prime
Minister Solomon Dias Banda-
ranaike.

A  commentary  in the
“New York Times” in
1975, referring to Ameri-

can Central Intelligence Ag-
ency operations - worldwide,
id it ' was ~ possible the
icy was involved in Mr.
Bandaranaike’'s killing. Though
a monk was  hanged for it.
there could have beena deep—
laid plot behind = it.

Ci
<
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- Was there an unseen in-
ternational hand in the de-
struction of the plane in

Wijewardene had political ri-
vals, particularly in Sri Lanka,

there is no doubt. A person
who aspires to high political
“cffice also arouses jealousies,
which can turn to hatred. And
Mr, Wijewardene had nothing
less than the Presidency in
mind!

In an interview given to
his newspaper, “‘The Island”’
on November 29th, 1981,
replying to the question whe-
ther his ambition was to be-
come the Minister of Finance
first and then the President
of Sri Lanka, Mr. Wijewar-
dene said he wished to teke
on the Finance portfolio for
two reasons.

“‘First, President Jayewar-
dene has often said that he
would like to have me as a
member of the Cabinet. From
that promise, when | think
which Cabinet job | would like
to undertake, the answer
always is the post of Minister
of Finance. The reason for
this is my economics back=-
ground and proven financial
ability.

**The second reason is that
after being a pure business-
man, from 1978 | have been
the head of a state organisat-
ion——Greater Colombo Eco-
nomic Commission—-and con-
sequmt y | have begun to

erve the people directiy rat-
§3er than indirectly vxa a com-
mercial organisation..

As for the Presndent,
was modest enough to

he
sa)',

“‘This is a matter entirely in -

the hands of . the p=ople of
this  country and “my name

He s2id in *‘The Island”
interview, ‘‘Persuit of profit
has yielded pride of place to
the service of the people.
And to serve the people, well,
one has to get into the politi-
cal arena.”’

This was not to be. He had
for long been nursing the
Kamburupijtiya constituency,
from where his mother hails.
In 1978, when the sitting
member resigned, he sought
entry to Paliament from there
but was thwarted by those
persons within the United
National Party who saw him
as a formidable threat to
their political fortunes. Since
then, the same set of people
opposed every move of Pre-
sident Jayewardene, his cousin,
to induct him into the Cabi-
net after nomination to Parlia-
ment.

It was mainly to advance
his political ambitions that he

g

g
S
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Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai.

MRS. EVANGELINE BICKNELL

Parents, Alumni and friends are cordlahy

launched a newspaper company
in November 1981. Through
“The Island’’ and the ¢‘Diva-
yina’,he carried on an incessant
campaign against those politi-
cians who attacked him under
cover of Parliamentary privi-
lege. The last attack took
place on December 24.

Despite the oppossition
within the UNP, it was clear
by early February that Mr.
Jayewardene was going to in-
clude him in his new adminis-
tration, possibly to take over
as party leader late. He had
all the required qualificatiohs:
breeding, wealth, brains and
personality.

One question not
openly asked

That grand design has failed,
but many questions remain
unanswered. Was the destru-
ction of the Lear Jet pure
accident? Or was it a case of
sabotage? If sabotage, was it
the work of a Mafia in Malay-:
sia, acting alone or in concert
with a local Mafia?

The Minister of Trade, Mr.
Lalith Athulathmudali appears
to believe in' the sabotage
theory, at the same time rul-
ing out that it couid have been
the work of business enemies
in Malaysia. His comments at
the press conference had seri-
ous undertones, just like seve-
ral of the reports published in
‘some newspapers since Feb-
ruary ‘14. The question no one
has asked opcnly yet is whe-

ther it was a political assas-
sination.

Whatever the ultimate find-
Mr.

untimedeath, Sri Lanka has lost

ing in Wijewardene’s

one of its greatest sons.

And the journalists—a great
benefactor, who gave them a
new dignity by ending their
exploitation by some news-
paper groups, besiges introdu-
cing new production 'techni-
ques to Sri Lanka and permit-
ting a degl;ee of press freedom
not found in most other ne ws-
papers.

JAFFNA COLLEGE
PRIZE GIVING

on

Thursday 10th March, 1983
at

6-00 p.m. {

CHIEF GRESTS: -

PROFESSOR JOHN WALTER BICK\IELL

A. KADIRGAMAR
Principal.
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the nonaligned nations

Sri - Lanka, out of step
with most nonaligned nations
over the Falklands’ issue,
will come under increasing
pressure at the Non—Aligned
Summit in New Delhi to
support Western, especially
U.S., positions on a number
of other issues, some dip-
lomatic observers here be-
lieve.

At the United Nations,
Sri Lanka refused to join
other non-aligned nations in
criticising Britain’s action over
the Falklands on the ground
that it would not have been
in the country’s economic
interests to have done so.
Britain had been very gene-
rous with aid and was also
one of the country’s biggest
trading partners, it was arg-
ued by spokesmen of Pre-
sident Jayewardene's rightw-
ing United National Party
(UNP) Government.

At New Delhi, a number
of crucial world issues are
on the agenda and these
diplomatic observers believe
the Sri _Lanka delegation, led
by President Jayewardene,
would not do anything to
displease the Reagan Admi-
nistration in view of his
Government's growing de-

pendence on American aid for

survival.

The Sihanouk-led

government

A good test of the Go-
vernment’s foreign  policy,
they say, would be how it
would react to the ASEAN-
backed move to obtain reco-
gnition for the Sihanouk-led
Government as the repre-
sentative of Kampuchea at
the New Delhi summit. Un-
like India, and some other
noral gned nations, which have

_recognised the Heng Samrin

is one of
that
continues to recognise the
West-backed Pol Pot regime
(now part of the Sihanouk-
led coalltion) and which con-
tinues to occupy the Kam-
puchean seat at the UN.

In recent weeks, diploma-
tic observers note that Sri
Lanka has been under intense
pressure from Western sou-
rces and some of the ASEAN
members to support moves
to give the vacant Kampu-
chean seat in the nonaligned
movement to the Sihanouk-
led Government at the New
Delhi summit. Asked in Par-
liament by the opposition
why the Government did not
recognise the Heng Samrin
regime, which was in effective
control of Kampuches, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Mr. A.C.S. Hameed said re-
cently, “‘There are problems
in the way of recognising
that Government.”

Mr. Hameed went on
to say that since the UNP
assumed office in 1977,
Sri Lanka's foreign policy
has been “given a new
orientation. As much as
the Government would
emphasise the pelitical

regime, Sri Lanka

ety —

Saturday Review

New Delhi summit opens. on March 7

Non-a

ligned but

more U.S.aligned!

front, they wovld empha-
sise the economic front
under its foreign policy.”

He denied that the Go-
vernment was sitting on the
fence on non-alignment. ‘“To-
day we are happy to say
that Sri -Lanka enjoyed an
image and dependability which
she had never enjoyed. That

dene and other UNP leaders
of being pro-socialist bloc,
and especially pro-China. Now
it is the turn of Mrs. Ban-
daranaike and other opposi-
tion leaders to accuse the
UNP Government of being
pro-West,  especially pro-
American.

The opposition parties base,

at Trincomalee to service
“American ships, including war-
ships if necessary.
" ... Omission of ' any refe-
renece to the US base on
Diego Garcia in foreign policy
statements.

.... The alleged dragging of
its feet by the Government
in convening the conference

by our Diplomatic Correspondent

was an image of consistency.
People: knew where this cou-
ntry stood on various issues
now. An important difference
in foreign policy under the
UNP Government was that
it followed strict non-align-
ment.’’

This was ar implied cri-
ticism of the f( -~ centrist

Sri  Lanka Freedom Party
Government led by Mrs.
Sirima Bandaranaike, which

was accused by Mr. lJayewar-

their suspicions on a number
of grounds. These include:-

«.. The alleged statement
in a Pentagon project report

for 1980-81 that the stra-
tegic naval bast at Trinco-
malee, on the east coast,

needs to be developed into
an Indian Ocean base for
America.

.... The abortive proposal
to grant a U. S. company
(Coastal Corporation) the right
to establish an oil terminal

on Sri Lanka's own UN-
endorsed - proposal to declare
the Indian Ocean as a zone
of peace. (The UN had sug-
gested that this conference
be held in Colombo in 1980).

.... The support of the US

position on Afghanistan.
. The attempt to
the ASEAN.

.... The lease of large ex-
tents of offshore and onshore
areas to US companies for
the exploration of oil.

join
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Constitutional guarantees ag~
ainst the nationalisation of
multinational companies. e

.... The grant of excended
facilities recently to the Voice
of America.

.... Statements by Ameri-
can leaders, including Presi-
dent Reagan, expressing satis-
faction with the relations
with Sri Lanka under the
UNP Government.

The Government, according
to local press reports, |is
also likely to qualify for
American “‘political aid”” which
is to be granted to politi- |
cal parties, newspapers, trade
unions and other institutions
in third world countries %o
promote democracy. ;

While the opposition par-
ties ask how with this record
the UNP Government could
claim to be following =
non-aligned foreign policy, the
performance of the Sri Lanka
delegation at New Delhi is
expected to be closely moni-
tored by them as well as
by non-aligned nations which
do not favour close ties
with any super power.

The meeting of non-aligned
head of state will take placed
from March 7 to 11. It will
be preceded by official and
Ministerial level  meetings,
starting on March [|. Mr.
Jayewardene is scheduled t&
leave for New Delhi on
March 5.

London Shakespeare Group in Jaffna

Who would have thought the old Bard

The arrival of the London
Shakespeare Group was ea-
gerly awaited by many in
Jaffna and tickets were bo-
ught with anticipation days
before the performance.
Shakespeare's universal
fame and popularity which
penetrated Jaffna  during
the time of the British rule
in Ceylon, never really
died down, and this was
proved by the full house
at Chundikuli Girt's College
and the disappointment
shown by those who were
turned away by the nonr-
availability of seats.

The stage-management
was true to the Elizabethan
idea of using the minimum
of stage property and sets.
All the props they had were
a folding screen at the back
of stage (which served as
the back-ground to Orsino’s
and Olivia's houses, the

|  masts and sails of the
! etc.), two wooden chests
{ and a movable
cushions at the centre of
the stage. This facilitated
quick changing of scenes and
avoided waste of time,
though one did feel that a
modern  audience would
have appreciated a few more
props-the ‘baiting’ of Mal-
volio was in Qlivia’s gar-
den, but in this production
there was nothing to indi-
cate that it was 2 garden.

ship

pile of -

The cast, on the whole,
was a very talented group.
Olivia was portrayed excel-
lently by Stephanie Beach-
am. She was initially seen as
the stately and frigid beauty
who - insisted on paying
homage to ‘a brother’s dead
love’. But her warm and

feminine side comes out

and her whole personality
is transformed when she
falls in love with: Cesario

. this production

delighful to watch.

One unique feature of
was that
many of the male characters
played double roles. Richard
Heffer, who doubled as
Orsino and Aguecheek, was
a very versatile actor who
portrayed two contrasting
characters—the romantic and
serious Orsino and the foo-
tish knight Sir Andrew —
very effectively and convin-

e

‘Twel fth Night' reviewed by
Shanthi Arulanantham

(Viola in disguise). In her
black ensemble, she did
fook the ravishing beauty
described by Orsino and the
others in the play.

Viola was played effect-
ively by Judy Geeson. The
playful and pert characteri-
stics of Cesario were bro-
ught out by her. The so—
called ‘empathy’ which is
created between audience
and actor or-actress by

talented players, was pre- °

sent very strongly in some
of her scenes—specially the
later scenes with the Duke
when her love for him is
evident. But her performan-
ce was marred at times by
slight inaudibility.

Delena Kidd, as Maria,
was a Puckish character,
nimble on her feet and

cingly. Till one looked at
the souvenir, one. did not
realise that the same actor
was portraying the hand-
seme and dignified Orsino
and the squeaky—voice and
flaxen haired Sir Andrew.
The trio, Sir Toby Belch,
Sir Andrew and Feste the
clown, provided humour
and light relief and their
scenes were much enjoyed
by the younger members
of the audience. But
there were times when
the humour became rather
farcical and overdone, as
when they ‘clown around’
at the end of the scene
where Malvolio soliloquizes
after finding Maria's letter.
Malvolio was quite ably
played by John Warner
who brought out the pom-

to have had so much devilry in him!

pous nature of Olivia's
steward.

Coming back to Feste,
he provided welcome wit -
and humour as in the scene
where he proves Olivia the
greater fool: Do you not
here, fellow? Take away
the lady.” But it must be
said that his singing was
rather 2 dissappointment.
Shakespeare,  during his
time, provided many types
of enjoyment to his audien-
ce: court—scenes for the
nobility, love themes for
the women, ‘blood and
thunder’ drama and comic
scenes for the groundlings
(the common folk who
tock the cheapest seatsh~
and song and dance. Song
and dance was a feature
that gave pleasure to many
sections of the people. But
in this Production, the
rendering of lyrics such as
‘O Mistress Mine’ was more
recitative than rich and
tuneful singing. One could
not but feel that the light-
hearted and delightful Eli=
zabethan songs were not
done justice to.

But on the whole, it was
a most enjoyable and enter-
taining evening-the ripples
of laughter from many se-
ctions of the audience were
evidence of this. We do
hope that more groups will
undertake sueh tours.




“They took the gold and
Jeft  us the words’’ — Pablo
“Neruda of the Spanish con-
‘quistad®? s

‘“English to be a national
language’’, said a leading
national newspaper the other
~day, and, sure enough. the
stamp of Presidential approval
“followed quickly. At a point
~when the Ariels of this island
: in the sun have vanquished
the Calibans (whether tem-
porarily or otherwise only
~time can tell) the news should
=not have been received with
‘surprise - there were enough
:clues in the air, and old cul-
Yure heroes were being re-
~vamped on all sides. The issue
--of a stamp in honour of a
H4ate lamented Governor
~General, bedecked in his im-
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perial regalia, and fond of
echoing Rupert Brooke at the
most explicit of times, was
a pictorial pointer more re-
cently. One couldn’t go the
whole hog and become again
a little bit of England with-
out speaking in the accents
of a Margaret Thatcher or

Failings of all religions?

Politicians,

And Lo,
Turned into victims and

Destroying peace and

As for me,

I also want to

; "‘ Where |

{ It hurts me to carry a passport to visit

| My own people and my own places.

f me to go through customs barriers to take
| My own things to my own. people.

it hurts

Racist criminals, culprits
You divide my soul
And fanguage barriers.

Unable
Unable

The Dilemma of my Nationality
Human egoism, insanity, animal instinct,

| keep searching for an answer,
Freudian psycho-analysis is out-dated.

Words of learned wisdom culled over the years
Reduced to ashes with planned strategies;

One human being a victim of another,
Looted, plundered, attacked, tormented.

Reasons are ridiculous, and beyond the
Comprehension of noble great beings;
‘““You speak a different language,”’

Is the language of thuggery and barbarism.

Historians, Sociologists
Teachers - and Preachers of faiths,
Trade Unions, Leftists and Rightists
Have but equal share flaming the fire.

Propounded theories of naked chauvinism,
Disguised as emotional nationalism,

misguided, innocent mortals, : {
‘national’  culprits.

And you have irreparably torn apart Mother Lanka,
Ethnic rivals wage . endless cultural wars,
co-existence

Devastating common Lankan heritage.

I. enjoy Rekawa, Singabahu, Vajira and Chitra,

i find equal solace in Nathaswaram and Carnatic Music and
Those evergreen stretches of tea bushes, surrounded by
Mountains and rivers and valleys.

| want to possess and own all that is Lankan;

I de not want to live beyond boundary walls,

{ . Recalling nostalgic memories of what was mine;

1 want to own them and possess them, all and whole.

tread the humble village
Where | was born, where | learnt my alphabets,
lived with my beloved kith and kin,
In harmony with quarrelling childhood tots.

Oh! | want them all there and | want ali here;
and
by boundary walls

With my heart bleeding with pain

| lay still, with my dilemma,

Unable to choose, unable to give up,
to withstand ceaseless
to subscribe to the cili

victims

oppression,
of division.

By VALLY.

writing like the Bard of Avon.
And so in the fullness of
multinational time, and the
artifical respiration provided
by the suspension of the
franchise for six years, we
are now poised to lisp in
the language of Mother Eng-
land after a cruel separation
of nearly three decades. A
backward glance may be
salutary.

When the sun began to
sink beneath the dwindling
horizons of a supposedly in-
destructible British Empire,
the English folded up their
profitable tents and crept
back into their offshore Eur-
opean island. The language they
exported, along with their
culture, fell into a logical
decline. The resurgence of
national sovereignty and the

associations. A new generat”
ion, catalysed' by indigenous
urges, concentrated on deco-
lonization, learned to view
its poverty seriously, its so-
cial realities with unromantic
eyes, and began to nation-
alise its problems. An avowed
and conscious patriotism lent
added meaning and potency
to its urgent dreams. The
use or abuse of English had
little or nothing to do with
this great and necessary re-
awakening, though it is true
to say that the protagonists
of the return to anti-colonial
modes of thought had been
activated in this pursuit and
liberated from their bonds
by an acquaintance with the
language of the conqueror.
Freedom, in both linguistic
and pulitic | terms, was the

..

In this {insidious process, the
language of imperialism s
being; re-tooled merely to
serve} the frenzied interests
of trans-national investment
and a rapacious Western in-
tervention in the develop-
ment process. It would seem
that the doors of knowledge,
even wisdom, and magic car-
pets of economic opportu-
nity and social adventurism
are only open to those who
can read, speak, and write
the ex-colonial language. The
populace of Sri Lanka is being
exhorted, day in and day
out, that not to know Eng-
lish is to be cenfined toa
forlorn limbo and outer dar-
kness of the brave new con-
sumerist society spawned by
the free trade =zones of
economic liberalism. The cul-
tural sustenance of the deve-
fopment dream, according to
the IMF book, depends on the
return of English to the centre
of the linguistic stage. To ac-
cord it the status of a ‘“national
language’’ (the implications
are as yet unveiled) is surely
the thin end of the wedge.

Brown Sahibs

‘back in business

To sum up. A quisling

| by

H. A. I. Goonetileke

popular demands of indigeni-
zation brought about a neces-
sary revival of the native
tongues, which 150 years of
a strenous English education
had falled ro eliminate from
the national consciousness.
More crucially, the tiny English-
speaking elite which had de-
rived its political and social
power from an adventitious
mastery of its master’s voice
found, to its obvious discom-
fiture, that the ruied were
no longer in the mood to
be administered, still less
educated, in an alien tongue.
The language of the ‘“*master
race”’ was (and remains) the
language of patronage, power,
arrogance and discrimination.

A Key to
Knowledge

It was, therefore, in the
fitness of things that a lan-
guage, which, after one and
a half centuries of impres-
sive instruction in' colonial
times, was only spoken, writ-
ten, and understood by less
than ten per cent 'of the
population, gave place to the
languages of the people. Eng-
lish, despite emotional tub-
thumping by the rejected,
was neither neglected
nor confined to the edu-
cational attic. It continued
as a key to knowledge and
a tool of learning. But, an
inevitable slump in its self
conscious fortunes followed
the overthrow of the party,
which had traded on its mer-
cenary values and profitable

recognition of necessity.
The return of the defeated
generation of 1948 to power
again, after twenty-one years
in the wilderness, has wit-
nessed a near-complete re-
versal of the gains of that
remarkable social revolution
of 1956. The new UNP
regime of, 1977 (now ossi-
fied in office till - 1989)
appears hell-bent on resur-
recting and rejuvenating the
remaining vestiges of a colonial
past in a vulgar and specious
neo-colonial guise. Collaborat-
ion with the old white master
is the name of the game, and
cultural debasement a delibe-
rate tactic of political control.
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on
Tuesday 22 March, 1983
at
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and parasitic elite lorded it
over their indigenous bro-
thers and sisters, less equa!
only because they could not
speak the former’s language
with the confidence and flair
of a King. The wheel has
come full circle, Col. Blimp
rides again, and the Brown
Sahibs are back in business.
A Westernised comprador
Sri Lankan elite is firmly in
the saddle, for better or for
worse, until 1989. The Or-
wellian year of “‘double-speak’”
in the [inguistic calendar is
1984 — bespoken English ap-
pears more likely in Sri
Lanka.
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During the Polonnaruwa
period which witnessed the
last and perhaps the most re-
markable phase of construct-
ional and cultural activity in
the north-central plain of the
island, Hindusm and Hindu
institutions were in a flour-
ishing state. Political and mi-
litary events in the island and
the establishment of dynastic
ties with the ruling families of
Kalinga and the Tamilkingdoms
‘of South India resulted in
Hindu influence in the country
on a scale and intensity fnever
before known. The Hindu
culture which developed in the
island during this period was
largely derived from South
India.

In the Tamil country, the
process of the assimilation of
the elements of Sanskrit cul-
ture with the indigenous Tamil
tradition which has commenced
many centuries earlier reached
its culmination under Chola
rule. The synthetic religious
tradition of the Chola period
was a harmonious blend of the
devotional theism- of the Sai-
vite Nayanmar and Vaishnavite
alvar with the philosophic and
ritual tradition of the Vedas
and Agamas. The temple be-
came the focal point of reli-
gious and cultural expression
and activity. It also became
linked to the productive pro-
cesses and the scheme of
social organization.

Proliferation

of images

In monumental architecture
and metal casting South Indian
craftsmen attained a level of
development which, in some
ways, was never surpassed.
Such developments led to the
composition of treatises on
temple architecture and icono-
graphy in Sanskrit as they were
intended for use beyond the
confines of the Tamil country.
The proliferation of images of
deities under the influence of
Hindu mythology and their
consecration for worship in
temples, the elevation of the
Tamil saints and mystics to
divine status, the installatlon
of their images in shrines for
worship, the provision made
for the regular recital of Tamil
devotional hymns to the acco-
mpaniment of instrumental
music, the regular chanting of
Vedic hymns and the perfor-
mance of rituals by Brahmin
functionaries and the organiza-
tion of religious services and
temple affairs on a more or
less formal basis became esta-
blished as the principal chara-
cteristics of the religious tra-
dition centring round the tem-
ple. This development which
was of considerable significance
to society led to the develop-
ment of social attitudes and
norms oriented towards the
preservation of religious and
cultural institutions. Elements
of this religio-cultural tradi-
tion were introduced into the
island in substantial measure
among the Hindu communities
which during this period grew
in strength and numbers.

Nata. 1ja

The period selected for
discussion here comprises two
sub-periods: the period of
Chola rule which began around
A.D. 993 and lasted until
1070 and that of the Sinha-
lese menarchy which was rest-
ored by Vijayabahu | (1055—
1 110) who defeated the Cholas
in 1070 and established him-
self at Polonnaruwa as the ruler
of Lanka. Rajarata, the north-
ern part of the island, was
overrun by the Cholas around
the 8th year of Rajaraja |
(985-1016), made a province
of his empire, and named
Mummudiccholamandalam

after one of his numerous
epithets.

Another Chola expedition,
in the reign of Rajendra I

(1016-1044) resulted in the
capture of Mahinda V. (978~
1028) in the south eastern
principality of Rohana and a
further expansion of the sphere
of Chola control in the island.
Polonnaruwa which had served
as a military out-post in the
earlier period became the
principal seat of Chola admin-
istration and was renamed
Jananathamangalam. The areas
that came under Chola rule
were divided into units called
Valanadu and administered
mostly by officials sent peric-
dically from the Chola country.
South Indian warriors who had
been sent to the island in the
Chola army remained there in
substantial numbers, to become
a significant element in the
Tamil settlements.

The Ayvavole and other
organized group-of South In-
dian traders'who secured for
themselyes a substantial share
of the
trade of the i

a number of commercial

internal  an

(
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Polonnaruwa period -

posts and settlements in diffe-
rent localities of the north-
plain.  The growth of the

" Dravidian elements in the po-

pulation of towns and military
outposts was accompained by
the establishment of Hindu
religious and cultural institut-
ions.

form up to our own times
and the fact that it has

" withstood the effects of the

tropical sun, winds and rain
testifies to the high . quality
of its = workmanship.

The earliest (inscription
found in this temple is dated
early in the reign of Rajendra
I. A fairly long inscription
dated in the reign of Adhi-
rajendra found engraved on

a wall of this temple records

the arrangements made in
connection with an endowment
made to it. A certain Chola
pallavaraiyan, a digntary of
high rank, who hailed from
Mankalappadi in Virpeddu nadu
endowed the temple with a
lamp and five gold coins.
The lamp had to be main-
tained from the interest on
the money deposited.

A number of temple fun-
ctionaries such as Panmahes-
varakkankani, kramavittar,
bhattar, sivabrahmanar,
officiating priests, drummers
and temple dancers are men-
tioned in connection with the
endowment. All of such fun-
ctionaries collectively accepted
responsibility for the endow-
ment. Such a procedure pre-
supposes that the temple fun-
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fied by H.C.P. Bell. Thegg

are strong grounds fog hola- -

ing that the Siva Devale No.
5 was designed
sepulchral monument. Elght
pots containing human bones
were exhumed along with
the walls both inside and

outside the Mahamandapa. .

In South India some of the
early Chola temples, Vijayalaya
Cholesvaram, Adityesvaram
and Arinjikai—isvaram were
constructed as  sepulchral
monuments. Human  skeletal
remains have been found un~
derneath the sanctum of such
monuments which were gen ‘:
rally referred to as pallip-
patai in epigraphic records.
The Siva Devale No. 5 ¢at
Polonnaruwa, presumably, was
a similar monument—a palli-
ppatai. A few short inscri=
ptions recovered from the
debris of its remains record.
the names of a few Chola
dignitariess who were, pre-
sumably, closely associated:
with the foundation and con- -
struction of this monument. .

to be a.

Sri Mokanurutaiyan, Tiruppu-e e

vanatevan,  Tiyakacintamani:
muventavelan of Tillai, Pan--
canadivanan, Sri Nallurutaiyan,
Mankalappati velan and Ch®ia
pallavaraiyan are the
of chieftains. recorded in the-
inscriptions.

Siva Devale No. 5 is most .
notable on account of the.

impressive number of bronzes ™

and other statuary unearthed
from its premises. In all, .
eight items of statuary

by

Dr. S. Pathmanathan

Inscriptions and  architec-
tural remains show that 'a
number of Hindu temples
were set up at Polonnaruwa,
Mantai, Padaviya and other
sites which served ‘as admi-
nistrative, military and com-
mercial outposts. In Polon-
naruwa which was the prin-
cipal seat of Chola adminis-
tration, the remains of no
less than sixteen Hindu tem-
ples have so far been bro-
ught to light. Some of them
were constructed during the
period of Chola rule. Iden-
tification of Chola temples
has been possible only in
cases of architectural remains
where inscriptions have been
found. Siva Devales- No. 2
and No. 5 at Polonnaruwa
have been easily identified
as Chola monuments on the
basis of epigraphic evidence.

Siva Devale No. 2 at
Polonnaruwa, caHed Vanavan-
madevi—isvaram after the

queen mother of Rdjendra I,
though of modest proport-
ions is an elegant temple
constructed with dressed slabs
of granite. boulders. It is the
only architectural monument
of stone construction at Po-
lonnaruwa which has remained

more or less in its original

ctionaries were closely bound

together despite differences
in social status and rank.
The details found in this

epigraph testify to the fact
that the temple of Vanavan-
madevi—isvaram was provided
with adequate arrangements
for regularly conducting ritu-
als and religious services as
well as. for the management
of its affairs. It may justi-
fiably be assumed that the
other important Hindu shrines
established by the Cholas,
about the administrative man-
agement of which details have

not been preserved, were
also provided with similar
arrangements.

Another important Chola

monument at Polonnaruwa,
Siva Devale No. 5 which was
designed as a large structure
had a2 Maha mandapa in

front in addition to the
usual components, garbha-
grha, antarala, ardha man-

dapa and the mandapa. The
garbhagrha of this temple
which was constructed mainly
of brick was surmouuted by
a massive Vimana found to
have been fallen ~on the
ground when  the
tural remains of this temple
were recognized and identi-

architec- |

stone and nineteen bronzes.

the figures of Nataraja,
Ganesa, Visnu, Daksinamurtti,
Kali, Sapta matris—the seven .
divine mothers, the seven
Saktis, and the Nayanmar.
Some of these bronzes are .
of exceptionally high quality -
and on the basis of these.
and other similar finds it
may be postulated that a.
provincial school of bronze.
casting which owed its origin .
and inspiration to Chola cra--
fesmen flourished in the je
land since the eleventh cen--
tury.

Siva Devale No. 6 was:
yet - another Chola monument.
with in the city of Polon-
naruwa as suggested by the
palaesography of an engroving
on. a bronze bell recovered
from its ruins. The name.
Sri- Anpillai Perumal is im=
pressed on this item  in
characters which could be-
assigned to the late tenth
or early eleventh century..
Unless of course one could
imagine that a bell produged
during the period of Choia
occupation and obtained else-.

(Continued on page’ 7)
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En 1978 the World Bank
and its affiliate, the Internati=
&nal Development Association
(IDA), spent $14 billions for
the developing countries. Since
these Agencies provide only
a part of the total financial
requirements of the projects,
i. e. the foreign exchange
component, this money is
associated with an investment
of the order of § 50 billions.
Since its inception 22 years
ago, the IDA has committed
its funds to 1302 projects in
78 countries.

So, for all of us who are
interested in the development
of poor countries it is of ut-
most importance to know
from where such funds are
coming, what conditions are
attached to them. How far are

* political, economic and finan-

cial independence sacrificed to
secure these funds? Despite
all these investments the gulf
between the | industrialised
West and the Third World
countries is an ever increasing
one, so where is the catch?

Voting rights of

poor countries

Since the 1974 oil crisis
affected both the industrialised
countries and the third world
countries how come the debt

. owed by the poor countries

to the advanced countries in
the West has increased 5 fold
$ 505 billions? Is it possible
to develop the poor countries
without mortgaging their fu-
ture to the advanced countries?
Surely we need more of the
best brains to indulge in in-
ternational finance consultancy
work?

The World Bank is the ol-
dest and largest of the multi-

national lending instituti-
ons. It has co-operative
agreements with specialised

UN Agencies. such as FAO.,
WHO., UNESCO,, UNDP.,
etc. The World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund
{IMF) are sister organisations.
The World Bank was founded
in 1944 with the initial pur-
pose of providing loans for
the reconstruction and deve-
lopment of the war damaged

- countries of post-war Europe.

Hence its formal rame
THE INTERNATIONAL BANK

FOR RECONSTRUCTION
AND DEVELOPMENT. The
Bank's activities are now

wholly directed towards the
financing of projects in deve-
foping countries.

Hinduism...
{Continued from page 6)

where was
in a monument
later, it may be assumed
that this bell and temple
amidst the remains of which |
it was found belong to the|
same period. There were |
probably other Hindu tempiesj
constructed by the Cholas at |
Polonnaruwa which could not |
be  identified ci
dated for want of adec

installed for usef
established |

and = pr

1
archaeological information. |
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The Bank is an international
corporate organisation owned
and controlled by its 134
member countries, each carr-
ying voting rights according to
the share of stocks held. As
the poor countries do not
have the capacity to hold 2
worthwhile share of the stock,
their voting rights would be
negligible. In addition to the
member Governments’ capital
subscription, the Bank gets
further funds: from bonds
floated in the world capital
markets and from the Bank’s
own profits. The Bank’s char-
ter spells out the basic rules
which govern its loan oper=
ations. Loans must normally
be for specific projects, and
based only on economic con-
siderations, but to what ext-
ent are loan decisions taken
on political as opposed to
economic grounds? Loans go
through a considerable cycle
of decision taking, but there
have been many cases where
the feasibility studies were
engineered _when the World
Bank wanted to give a loan

i 0 e A

i st i

ment Association) to which
richer countries of the Bank
subscribe. The standard term
of lending for IDA financed
projects is 50 years with
no interest but a service
charge, and far more strings.
No country with a per capita
income of more than $ 730
is eligible for IDA assistance,
and in 1980 no less than
80 per cent of net disbur-
sements were countries with
per capita incomes of only
$ 410. When incomes are so
desperately low, it is not
surprising that the terms allow
repayment over 50 years
without interest. Now let
us take a look at the ‘strings’
attached to loans from the
World Bank. :

Typically the World Bank’s
association with a project be-
gins at the time the project
concept is being formulated
and feasibility studies are yet
to be undertaken.
engages in a dialogue with its
borrowing countries on a wide
range of economic and deve-
lopment issues, including the

Saturday Review .

The Bank °

has an important interest in
the staffing for the feasibility
study design. When it acts as
executive agency for the UNDP
the Bank itself selects the
consultants. In other cases
the receiving country is allowed
to select but still it has to be
acceptable to the Bank. The
main reason for the control is
that the Bank tries to achieve
a reasonable spread of con-
sultancy work among the do-
nor countries. Of course the
Bank says that if there are
qualified local consultants ca-
pable of doing all or part of
the work then it would con-
sider them. The capability is
measured by previous exper-
. nce and so we have a chicken
ane-€gg situation. Even though
the actuai selection and hiring
of the consultants is subject
to the Bank’s concurrence on
the term of reference, the
qualification of consultants and
the contractual arrangements
between the borrower and the
consultants, the ultimate legal
responsibility for the project
execution, including tendering

by

P. Varothayasingham

London

to a particular country for
largely political reasons. The
International Development As-
sociation has now replaced
the need to bend the fea-
sibility - studies.

The World Bank is after
all a Bank, not a charity
It cannot give away money
free to any country however
poor the latter may be. Thus
the Bank does not give away
any aid in the same way as
the International Red Cross
or other charities to refu-
gees. So, whatever monies
that are given by the Bank
to developing countries as
“AID”’ will have to be re-
paid with interest sooner or
later. The monies given to
war damaged European coun-
tries by the Bank for re-
construction and development
were not termed as “‘AID".
That was a “LOAN" for
the Europeans. The same
“‘monies’’ given to poor cou-
ntries as a loan  with inte-
rest charges and many ‘strings

is classified as “*AID’.. About

60 of the poorer member
countrias of the Bank have ac-
cess toa “soft loan” fund called

IDA  (International  Develop-

countries’ public sector invest-
ment plan. Only when it has
formed its own views on the
country’s investment priorities
does it select specific projects
in various sections for which it
will consider making a loan.
The projects financed by the
Bank must be through a rigo-
rous cycle of feasibility study
and design, appraisal by Bank
staff, negotiation with the
prospective borrower, appro-
val by the Board, supervision
during execution and post -co-
mpletion evaluation. The loan
agreement between the Bank
and the borrower spells out
the general requirments regar-
ding the use, the consultations,
the procedure for tendering
by the borrower, and the
methods of disbursing loan
funds. In reviewing cost esti-
mates, the Bank pays special
attention not only to the pro-
ject’s foreign exchange costs
to make sure that the latter
only includes the direct use of
foreign resources for the pro-
curement of foreign goods and
services, but also to their
indirect use by foreign con-
tractors and fees for foreign
consultation ! The World Bank

and contracting, rests with the
borrower and not with the
World Bank.

When it comes to cons-
truction the Bank says that it
particularly iooks for spread
of work among donor coun-
tries but has a policy of re-
quiring international competi-
tive bidding to select the low-
est evaluated bid. This ‘inter-
national’ competitive bidding
is restricted to the member
countries of the bank. Other
forms of procurement such as
local tendering within the bor-
rowing country or by direct
labour have to be justified by
special circumstances! One
wonders whether this system
of requiring international bid-
ding restricted to member
countries owes more to the
interests of the supplying coun-
tries than tothe interests of the
projects and the borrowers.
After ail, the Bank is faced
with a group of  executive
directions, Washington repre-
senting the donor countries
who stand to gain by winnirg
these large contraets. The sys-
tem of international bidding
gives the Bank a ready answer
to satisfy  those. executive

. butable to

Directors who  are complain-
ing that their countries have
lost one or more of these.
contracts.

Variable

interest rates

It is unfortunate that the
World Bank has now adopted
a new development in inter-
national financial practice that
is in no small measure to bla-
me for the deterioration in
the global economic environ-
ment—the use of viarable inte-
rest rates in loriger term len-
ding. Until comparatively re-
cently, the bulk of internati-
ona] lending business for peri
ods of any substance was arr-
anged at rates of interest that
remained fixed for the life of

the loan. The spread of the

variable rates ystem was engi-
neered by the banking comm-
unity to suit its convenience.
Under the old fixed rate arr-
angements  the deﬂacionary.
impact of a rise in interest
rates would make its effect
felt only gradually since it
would increase only the cest
of new borrowing.  With
variable rates operating for
both OLD and NEW borrow-
ing, it is a very different
matter.  Under this system
a rise in interest rates of the
order recorded inrecent years
is capable of injecting a pow-
erful deflationary force into
the economy almost overnight.

What did the
leap reflect?

Between 1979 and 1981
the cost to the developing
countries of servicing external
debt increased by $ 23,000
millions or 55 9. This leap
did not reflect a sudden vast
increase in the amount of debt
outstanding. It was attri-
the fact that,
whereas the old fixed rate
borrowings were still costing
no more than about 69,
the rates payable on variable
rate paper had esczlated to
between [8 and 20 percent,

Pressure from

rich countrizs

The World Bank complained
that its conversicn to the new
fashion means that henceforth
it will be arranging the bulk
of its borrowing operations on
the basis of ‘variable rate
instruments’.  To tie in with
that, all future loans wiil also

(Continued on Page )
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The Minister of Finance,
Mr. Ronnie de Mel hotly den-
ied in Parliament rccently that
the economic policies of the
UNP Government were dictat-
ed by the International Mone-
tary Fund and the World Bank.

A few days later, President
Jayawardene himself said that
“‘Sri Lanka cannot be dictated
to by conditions laid down by
the IMF."”

My understanding of the
situation is different, for no
less than the Managing Director
of the IMF, Mr. De Larosiere
has said that ‘' conditionality
is fundamental to the opera-
tions of the institution.”’

And the US Treasury Secre-
tary, Mr, Donald T. Reagan is
on record saying, during the
controversy over a big loan to
India last year, that the con-
ditions imposed by the IMF in
lending to developing countries
had become lax in recent years
and should be made ‘“‘more
strict’’. The recipients of the
loans, he said, ‘‘don’t seem
to be using the money for
bootstrap operations, contro-
lling money supply and getting
inflation down. We don't
think the IMF should be another
International Development
Agency (the soft loan affiliate
of the World Bank.”.

Decline in

exchange earnings

In Sri Lanka’s particular
case, broadly up to 1956 ex-
ort earnings had sufficed to
meet the import bill and even
leave a margin for develop-
ment. Thereafter there had
been a steady deterioration
in exchange earnings so that
Sri Lanka was compelled to
go to the | MF and obtain the
first gold tranche in 1961,
followed by another early the
next year, making a total of
Rs. 108 million.

Our dependence on the IMF
in a big way began after the
assumptiop of office of the
UNP led by Mr. Dudley Sena-
nayake in 1965. In five years,
a toral of Rs. 725 milion was
obtained by it to meet balance
of payment deficits. i5i4k

Each time we had resort
to the IMF we had to pro-
vide ‘‘letters of intent’”’
which were, the late Dr.N.
M. Perera told parliament

unsuited

while presenting the Unit-
ed Front Government’s first
budget in 1970, ‘‘a very
euphemistic term for sub-
jecting ourselves to the
conditions laid down by the
IMF, no doubt with the very
laudable desire to put our
house in order according
to its own light."’

He went on to read out
the “‘letters of intent’’ given
by the UNP  Government
which, he said, were ‘‘very
revealing  documents '’ and
* perpetual reminders of the
degree to which a hapless
country can be subjected to.”’

The iMF’'s demands then
included cutting the food sub-
sidy and other social service
expenditure, devaluation of
the rupee, relaxation of im-

__-Saturday Review

‘Westein model - of  deve

Though Dr. Perera, as Mi-
nister of Finance put up a big
fight against the IMF, he him-
self had to sign “‘letters of
intent”” when he sought its
help !

And, since 1977, it has
been Mr, de Mel's turn to
do it. That what he told
Parliament recently was
a ‘““verbal inexactitude'’ is
apparent from what he
said at a meeting of the
World Bank and the IMF
in Washington (vide “Sun’’
report,September 29,1978).

On that occasion, calling
for a *“ reappraisal ' of the
conditions laid down by the
iMF, the Minister of Finance
said that these conditions and
the performance criteria app-
lied by it had given the im-

to Sri

anka

the goddess of economic
growth on a pedestal, igno-
ring the basic needs of al/
the people.

One who denounced this
hallowed goddess is the noted
Pakistani economist Mr. Mah-
bub ul Haq, who during his
{2-year stay at the World
Bank succeeded in pioneering
a strategy that was to change
the face of international deve-
fopment efforts while Mr.
Robert McNamara was its Pre-
sident.

Mr. Mcnamara’s

programme

if Mr. Haq is unimpressed
by the ‘‘magic of the market-
place,”” President Reagan’s

- favourite panacea for poverty,
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rupt and utterly discredited.
I happen to believe that it
amounts to condemning
poor people to absolute, in-
tolerable poverty, because
they are at best on the
fringe of the market——place,
more often outside of it
altegether.”’

In his view, ‘‘Mr. Clausen’s
appeasment of the US has
weakened the Bank’s commit-
ment to the poorest countries;
put the future of its cheap
loars arm in jeopardy; placed
far too much emphasis on the
role of private investment
and market criteria for deve-
lopment; and raised the cost
of borrowing to levels which
even the richer developing
countries will find hard to
sustain.”’

by

our

Economic Correspondent

port controls, improvyment
of the climate for the in. w
of foreign official and private
credit, scrapping of bilateral
trade agreements (such as those
with China and other socialist
bloc countries) and reduction
of state intervention in eco-
nomic activity (that is no more
nationalisation.)

The Dudley Senanayake Go-
vernment faithfully carried
out these “‘correctives’’ but
there was no substantial im-
provement in Sri Lanka's eco-
nomic situation.

In the case of the food sub-
sidy, as Dr. Perera said,
“They prepared the ground
for over a year, and then,
under a miasma of false pro-
paganda that there was a world
rice shortage, cut the ration
by one measure in 1966."

The rupee was devalued
——directly in November
1967 and indirectly in

May 1968 by the introduction
of the foreign Exchange Enti-
tlement Certificate (FEECS)
scheme.

International

(Continued from page 7)
carry variable interest rates.

The Bank has justified the
changeover on the grounds
that it had to move with the

times. One can easily see that
it was under a certain amount
of pressure from the industri-
alised countries to do so. A
cursory inspection of the pre-
sent global economicscene will
reveal that the variable rate
system has a great deal to
answer for. No doubt the
World Bank is actively seeking
opportunities to invest in the
development in oil, gas and
various other resources in the
Third World countries. Loans

-
!
1
l
.

Funding...

given to developing countries |
are entirely concentrated on|
projects which increase their|
prospective potential or {inked ‘
with reforms. The stage of |
lending is done broadiy by the|
World Bank ard the other byg
the bank’s sister arganisations |
like the International
tary Fund (IMF). The World |
Bank and the [MF have jorint;
meetings and the f{atest was|
held at Toronto, Canada att- |
ended by 50 or so baﬂkers,t
financiers, goverament minis-|
ters and associated observers.
In this annual conference the
debate was couched in familiar |
terms. (To be continued) f

Mone- |

pression that  stabilisation
programmes were increasingly
fashioned in such a way as to
give it a controlling power
over the economy of the
borrowing country.

As if they could
not care less

‘‘Stabilisation programmes in
developing countries should
not worsen income distribut-
ion, should not be contrary to
the satisfaction of basic hu-
man needs should not under-
mine the basic features of the
economic organisation desired
by a member-nation. IMF
conditionality, above all, must
take more account of political
and social reality,”’ he said.

The argument of Sri Lanka
and other countries facing
grim challenges posed by the
global economic  situation,
which have been compounded
by the highly conservative
economic policies of the pre-
sent US Government, has been
that the IMF, as well as the
World Bank should be stren-
gthened by increasing their
resources and by making their
fending conditions less rigor-
ous. These countries demard
that these multinational institu-
tions be kept free of pressures
to orienttheir lending and other
operations to suit the interests
of the. private sector, as des-
ired by the US.

But both institutions
have been behaving as they
could not care less! What

they are doing, in short, -

is to impose the Western
model of development on
Third World countries like
Sri Lanka. And, as a resuit
most of our economic pro-
blems seem to have got
worse, not better, because
this strategy seeks to place

it is because he has seen what
it does.

“I tested those theories‘

personally before coming to
the Bank in 1970. In Pakistan,
we had chalked up wonderful
growth rates, around 7 per
cent, and we discovered to
our horror that real wages had
gone down, that urban——rural
divisions and grievances were
sharper and that the wealth
was still concentrated in the
fhands of about 22 families’.

Fresk from that experience,
Mr. Haq upset his more con-
servative colleagues at the
Bank by urging a complete
shifc in Bank strategy aimed
at  raising the purchasing
power of the abjectly poor.

‘ The greatest surprise of
my career was that instead of
asking me to go home, Mr.
McNamara invited me to draft
fis next spaech!”’

That speech, madein 1973,
faunched the Bank on the anti—
poverty programme which be-
came Mr. McNamaras’'s  hall-
mark and established Mr. Hagq
as Director of Policy.

However this strategy bro-
ught Mr. McNamara into con-
flict wicth the Reagan Adminis-
tration and in 198! he handed
aver the Presidency to Mr.
Tom Clausen, who was, loved
by the conservatives in the
US, the Bank’s largest share-
holder.

Mr. Haq also left the
Bank shortly afterwards,
insisting that Reaganomics,
“this vague and somewhat
leose talk about the ‘magic
of the marketplace’, s
merely the oid trickle---
down theory of develop-
ment warmed up. And this
philosophy---that if you go
all out for economic growth
the benefits will somehow
reach the poorest-—is bank-

But if Governments that
are trying to lessen the gap
between the rich and poor no
longer get the financial and
intellectual support of the
Bank, he would regard it as
‘‘a betrayal of the very reason
for the Bank’s existence.”
BEA similar criticism may be
made of the IMF'S approach
to development as well.

President Julius

Nyerere

One Third j§World leader
who is strongly opposed to
the Western model of deve-
lopment is TanzanianPresident
Julius Nyerere. During a
visit to India, he said that
only disaster could befall
their nations if they continued
to ‘‘catch up with the North™’

instead of waging the war

against poverty, - ignorance
and disease.
““The developing nations:

are nurturing continued depen-
dence on the developed nations
by buying the most elaborate
machinery and the latest in-
vention in every field regard-
less of their capacity to pay
for it or even to maintain it.
The *modern sector’ so cre=
ated as a sign of development
existed in a sea of poverty,
ignorance and disease, while
the people are asked to work
harder for the same return
and to borrow more from the
North for production of gre-
ater exports to pay the old
and the new debts.”” He may
well have been talking of Sri
Lanka.

My. Nyerere said develop-
ment must first be defined as
the provision of basic needs
for ALL the people—food,
clothing, shelter, clean water,
basic knowledge and basic

(Continued next page)

-




@®

“had to participate in

Thangathural o

The first accused, Than-
gathurai, told Court in the
course of his statement in

~ Tamil;
“We have already obje-
cted to a Court of Sri

Lanka subjecting us to an
inquiry. Despite that object-
don a case had been framed
against us, and it has gone
on for nearly four months
now. For certain reasons we
the
proceedings ourselves.
counsel has already brought
out categorically through the
somersaults made by the Sri
Lanka Policemen during his
cross-examination and through
his legal arguments and thr-

~ough our own evidence, the

‘various acts of torture in-

" flicted on us and their pre-

meditated nature.

When the British- Govern-
ment entrusted the fate of
the Tamils to a group of
Sinhalese politicians the Tamil
people never clamoured for

freedom  for  themselves.
The Tamils naturally never
suspected that they would in-
course of time be made
second-class citizens in this
country. But some Tamil
deaders very prophetically

~asked for bigger represent-
~ation for the Tamils.
“was justified by
- events, when the hill country

This
the later
Tamils were deprived of their
~franchise; what the next 25
years saw 'was not only the
~deprivation of Tamil rights
everywhere but deprivation
of Tamil lands as well. For
over 20 years the Tamil
leaders had expressed their
protest in Parliament and
outside very peacefully, and
adopting the principles of
ahimsa and satyagraha. But
what happened?

In 1956 the Tamil leaders
sat down to a peaceful pro-
test on Galle Face Green.
Thug viclence was unleashed
on them. Later when the
Tami! leaders and the Tamil
people sat in peaceful satya-
graha in front of the kach-

cheries the Sri Lanka Army
react with

did not fail to

Our .
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told Court

Five of the six accused (the 6th accused was tried

in absentia) who were sentenced to

life imprison-

ments in the Neerveli Bank Robbery Case have filed
papers appealing against the conviction and sentence
imposed on them by the Colombo High Court Judge

Mr.
The six accused,

C.L. T. Moonemale on Monday February 28th.
Nadarajah Thangavelu
thurai), Selvarajah Yogachandran (Kuttimani),

(Thanga-
Selva-

thurai Sivasubramaniam (Thevan), Navaratnarajah Siva-

patham (Sivapatham . Master), Sri Sabaratnam

(tried

in absentia) and Vythilingam Nadesathasan were all
sentenced to separate terms of life imprisonment on

two different counts and

I5 years rigorous imprison-

ment each on two other counts. They were charged with
conspiring to rob and robbing bank cash amounting

to Rs.

8.1 million belonging to Peoples Bank Branches

in the Jaffna peninsula on March 20, 1981 at Neer-

vely under the

Prevention
Provisions) Act No. 45 of
At the conclusion of the

K979,
“voire dire’’ proceedings

on Thursday, February 24th Senior Counsel for the

defence, Mr.

N. Satyendra told Court that in defe-

rence to the wishes of his clients he was not ad-
dressing ' Court but the accused themselves would be

making statements.

G. Kumaralingam, S. Sachithananda and Mr.
moorthy appeared for the accused.

Mr.

Messrs.
S. Rudra-

Satyendra with

uncivilised violence. In which
chapter of your long history
on democracy are you going
to incorporate these events?
Not one, not two, but there
has been a continuous series
of thuggery and violence in-
flicted on the Tamil people
over a period of 35 years.
How many chapters will you
need to record this 35 year
villainy? How many Tamils
have been robbed of both
their lives and their material
wealth? . There have been
Tamil women whose chastity
has been offended in the very
presence of the family mem-

bers. Tamil cultural wealth
preserved for generations
have been put to flames.

What a mockery to think
that these could be compen-
sated by a few lakhs of
rupees! Have all these acts
of hurt and humiliation made
the Tamil people lose their
spirit? No. Have they gone

back on their ideals? No-
These acts of humiliation have
only strengthened their re-
solve. We never missed an
opportunity to make the Sri

Lanka Government conscious
of our mind. Twice in two
elections the Tamil people

have recently reinforced their

aspirations.
Isn’t it ridiculous for a
Government that promotes

race hatred and race killings
to look at us and call us
‘TERRORISTS'? While on one
hand celebrations were going
on marking 50 years = of
Parliamentary Democracy, the
Tamil Members of the same
Parliament were subject to
midnight arrest and the house
of one Member of Parlia-
ment was set on fire. These
are not acts that you «can
do in a civilized world with
your heads raised high? You
talk of terrorism and robbery.
Has this country seen any-

(Continued from page 8)

health cervices. The Third
World nations will then have
a an objective which could be
realised/in the future, if not
immediately.

He said the misery of the
people would get reduced at
- the same time as the depend-
+ence on the North got redu-

ced. Beside South——South co-
operztion would be increased
to their mutural advantege
and the Third World as whole
would be consequently streng-
thened.

The Minister of Finance
will unpack his latest bag
of tricks on March 8. | am
certain that several more
IMF cats will leap out of it.

‘Western model of development.

The way Sri Lanka has
been going since 1977,
there can be little doubt
that by 1989 we may come
to be regarded as ‘‘highly
developed’ according to
IMF and World Bank Iights,
but the majority of the
people may by that time
be walking skeletons!

of Terrorism (Special

thing to compare with the
State Terrorism and the race
hate carried on with State
weaponry? [t is not that the
people are ignorant of what
happened to the material
possessions robbed from the
Tamil people and then re-
covered? We have even heard
of influential Sri Lankan Go-
vernment politicos terroris-
ing people with revolvers!
If anyone wants to say that
these are not acts of ter-
rorism that will be the big-
gest joke of the century.

Freedom, not

ulvision

‘‘Allegations are made that
we are asking for separation,
that we are trying to; divide
the country. When were we
undivided after all? Our tradi-
tional land captured by the
European invaders has never
been restored to us. We have
not even mortgaged our land at
any time to anyone in the name
of one country. Our land has
changed hands off and on un-
der various regimes, and that
Is what has happened. We have
yet to reach a stage when we
can have our jand for our-
selves. What we ask for is not
division but freedom. Why
we ask this is not because of
narrow thinking. What we

hope to achieve is not only
the emancipation of the Tamil
people but the greater good
of the Sinhalese people them-
selves. Why? Because, there-
after, the so-called Tamil pro-
blem will cease to be a live-"
lihood for opportunist Sinha-
lese politicians. That will pro-

.vide a chance for the Sinha-

lese people to free themselves .
from the political, social and
economic shackies that bind
them today and realize where
their true slavery lies. “There

_is no testament in the world

thar declares that a people
who fight to recover their
own rights or work for their
self-determination are guilty
of sedition or terrorism. Had
you endorsed our basic human
rights at the very beginning
this situation would not have
arisen. You had not only not
recognised our rights but for
the purpose of clinging on to
political sets of power you
had been injecting into the
poor innocent Sinhalese peo-
ple hate and venom over the
Past 35 years. That not all
the Sinhalese people have
fallen victims to your racist
poison has been proved by
the fact that many of them
during the times you have
brought about race riots, have
time and again rescued Tamils
from armed thugs and com-
plete extermination. It has
been customary for every
Opposition Party in Sri Lanka
that wants to come to power
to obstruct any settlement of

(Continued overleaf)

VACANCY

STOCK CLERK

§ A vacancy exists for a Stock Clerk at Kilinochchi

Branch of an Organization which has its Head office in

Colombo.

Experience: At least three years Clerical experie-
nce in an established *firm preferably
relating to maintaining stock cards.

Quahf’catlon. Minimum S. S. C. with credit passes
in Mathematics and English. A know-
fedge of accounts and English Typing
will be treated as additional quali-
fications.

Closing date: Iith March, 1983.

Apply Box No. 101, c/o. Saturday Review

118, 4th Cross St. Jaffna.
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the problems relating to the
Tamils and rouse the Sinha-
lese people for that purpose.
“As against that, for a rui=
ing party to permit racist viol-
ence as it has done during the
past six years is more repre-
hensible. If the relationship
between the Tamil people and
the/Sri Lanka Government has
reached the present deplor-
able state, that responsibility
lies squarely with the present
dispensation. For the past
- quarter century the ‘ruling
governments have like parrots,
kept on repeating the same
threadbare statements ‘‘We
“will solve the Tamil problem”’
Whether we accept your solu-
tions or not, what honest at-
tempts have been made to
solve the problems of the
Tamils? While holding out the
bogus promise of solving the
problems of the Tamil people,
you have spent all the time
in trying to blunt Tamil resis-
tance. What have the Tamil
.people asked you? Not econo-
mic benefits, not employment
opportunities That no such
benefits could come from you
is a fact well-known to them.

What we need
is self-respect

“Even if you do come for-
ward to grant those benefits
what guarantee can you give
the Tamils that they could
live with self-respect in this
island ‘in ‘the future? What-
ever you give them without
giving them the feeling of seif-
respect will be alien to them.
In this island there are sanctu-
aries for even wiid animals
but up to now there is no
sanctuary in any part, of this
island where the Tamils can
live without fear. This is not
something we can expect in
the future either.

‘Truth does not
need platforms’

“The Deputy Solicitor Ge-
neral in the course of his ex-
amination turned to Mr. Yoga-
chandran and asked him *‘‘ Do
you intend using this court. of
Law as your platform’’. Of
what use are platfoms to us?
We never asked anybody to
provide us platforms. It was
you who' brought us to this

box and heaped accusations
on us. When you not
only throw lies at us but
try to make out that

we are liars, we merely came

-
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Sanctuaries,

but there is no

place in this island where

Tamil safety is guaranteed....

out with the truth. That is
all we did and that does not
make us stage performers.
Truth does not require plat-
forms and spotlights. Truth
has its own glory. No power
on earth can suppress it for
ever.

““‘We are not lovers of vio-
lence nor victims of mental
disorders. We are honest
fighters belonging to an orga-
nization that is struggling to
liberate a people. To those
noble souls who keep on pra-
ting *‘terrorism, terrorism’’
we have something to say.
Did you not get frightened of
terrorism when hundreds of
Tamils were massacred in cold
blood, when racist hate spread
like fire in this country of
yours ? Did terrorism mean
nothing to you when “Tami
women were raped ?
cultural treasures were set on
fire 2 When hundreds and
hundreds of Tamil homes were
looted ? Why in 1977 alone
400 Tamils lost their lives
reddening the sky above with
their splattered blood; Did
you not see any terrorism
when that happened? Is it only
when a few policemen  are
killed in Tamil Eelam and a
few millions of bank money
are robbed that terrorism
strike you in the face 2 Are
your eyes meant exclusively
for police victims ? Did your
thoughts and feelings become
deadened when it concerned
Tamil lives and Tamil property
or are your minds unable to
conceive the very idea of
Tamil suffering ?

‘We have a

global vision’

You must not run away with
the thought that our sole ob-
jective is to establish a Tamil
Eelam. Tamil Eelam remains
certainly an objective because
we have learnt through bitter
experience over the past seve-
ral years thatit is only by
establishing a State of  Tamil

When -common security.

Eelam can the Tamils live with
self-respect. But our vision
is broader than that. Our
vision is . global. Wherever
there is oppression, wherever
there is violation of human
dignity, whether in Africa or
in Latin America, we are pre-
pared to link hands with the
oppressed and the under-dog.
When our vision is so  global
how can it fail to take into
account the future good of the
Sinhalese, our co-nationals in
this country’. May | mention
this 2 We will not stop at
raising our voices on behalf of
those people. = There is noth-
ing that prevents two neigh-
bouring nations living in co-
operation, Even nations with
differing policies get together
for ~ the -common economic
grod and for the purpose of
' Does that
mean that those nations give
up their distinctive charact-
eristics or sovereignty !

Would you also consider it
wrong any attempt on our
part to free ‘ourselves from
the uncivilized oppression of
your government ? Or would
you consider that this present
eyewash under the guise of a
trial conducted under special
laws incorporated into the
normal laws of your country
an act of fairness on people
like us who are fighting for a
noble ideal, an ideal of human
freedom. Or does it mean
that you don’t care whatever
happens bacause the victims
are Tamils only. If that is so,
our sympathies with you.
Believe me our freedom is an
assured fact some day or other.
Once that happens your law
books and terrorist laws can-
not touch us. Thereafter you
will be the sole ‘‘beneficiaries’
of the very laws that oppress
us now. °

“‘Will. you urge your gos
vernment to stop the injustice

even if this understanding:
doesen’t become a reality, we:
will throw the full weight
of our support behind you
when you rise up in the fu-
ture to free yourselves to-
shatter the social and ecnomic .
fetters that shackle you now.

Through this case we have-
made our real position known
to the world and in particular-
to the people of this island,.
This is the joyous feeling that:
is uppermost in our minds.
It is the people’s verdict that
is important to us; we are
confident it will definitely be
in our favour. Even a hundred
fabricated cases against us.
and all the slanders that may
be poured on us, are not
going to bother us one bit
heareafter. :

It is we who are going tc-
win through this kind of action
of yours. The consequence of -
your verdict won’t touch us; -
they are something alien to us.

| Thangathurai’s statement (contd.) |

|

S

.
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““We have to safeguard the
collective good of this island.
If at any time in the future a
common organization has to
emerge which could withstand
the political and economic
onslaught -made  against the
third world countries parti-
cularly in the areas surrounding
the Indian sub-continent, you
can be sure that Tamil Eelam
will rise to the occasion and
lend its might in all co-opera-
tive endeavours that will raise
the quality of life of the peo-
ple in this part of the world.”

| want to ask this question
from my Sinhalese friends
wouid you accept as correct
and justified the various acts
of oppression that the Tamil
people have suffered until now
not only in our own land but
in various parts of your land
as a result of the various acts
of terrorism and thuggery ?

against us and acknowledge
our sovereignty? Will you, as
a first step towards this and
towards the eradication of
terrorism, urge your govern-
ment to recall the Sri Lanka
police Force and the Armed

Forces — the wholesalers of
terrorism—from our soil? |
leave it to you to decide

whether you will show the
world how broadminded you
are. Though belonging to a
different nation, as fellow ci-
tizens living in the same island
we have participated 'in the
inquiry hoping for your under-
standing. To day we have
made our position quite clear.
If the understanding that flo-
ws from this prompts you
in the future to riise your
voice on our behalf, our
hearts will be filled with
satisfaction. | wish to tell you
sincerely here and now that

S. Antmwrasur illai

S. Anthirasupillai - An Appreciation

““Full many a gem is born
to blush unseen’’, the poet
has truthfully said, but the
line that followed, ‘‘and waste
its sweetness inthe desert air’’,
may not apely to the subject
| feel compelled as a matter
of duty to write about here.
For he-S. Anthirasupillai (Sella-
thurai) of Pandatharippu - did
not really waste his life or
sweetness, albeit in the desert
air.

He was 68 years old when

he died on the 25th of January
this year. He was a kind and
gentle soul, soft spoken, and
wise, ever ready to listen and
serve, whenever he was called.
He was but 2 village trades-
man, withal a noble gentlemen
thus a gem to blush unseen.
Having known him zlmost
a lifetime, | had watched his
career from his striving be-
ginning and found them an
object lesson  for aspiring

youngmen. He spoke little,
but stood by every word he
uttered. A man of simple
faith ever willing to ' obey the
commandments and the rules,
he seemed to have weathered
the crises that often challenge
such men. Contentment and
satisfaction marked his end.
He had a devoted wife and a
large family, and |
doubt his children will
arise to call him blessed.
James T. Ratnam.

now

have no

We will not flinch from eni—

bracing death or spending the
rest of our lives in jail, con-
tent as we are that we have

done our duty. All these are-
merely commonplace incidents.

in the history of a nation’s
struggle for freedom.
were fully conscious of what
we were doing; hence there’s

no question of dissappoinment. .

We are firm believers in the

saying that what one
sows one reaps. That is:
why our minds are calms

the seeds we
not seeds of  poison,
arrow-heads were not dipped:
in venon. But my fervent

prayers is that innocent Sinha---

lese people should not have to-
reap what power hungry Sin-
halese politicians have sown.
These tribulations are a boon
bestowed by God to purify us.
The final victory is ours.
While thanking our lawyers,
the organizations and the peo-

ple who have spoken up for-

us and supported us,- we ask
the people and all organisations.
to forget their differences
and unite, as this is the only
path freedom.

“‘Long Live Tamil! lLong
Live Tamil Eelam ! May Hu-
maneness flourish ! May Po-
verty, Nuclear Threats and
Hunger disappear !

Promotion
High Court Judge
C. L. T. Moonamale
has been appointed a
judge of the Court
of Appeal. i

We-

sowed were-
our-

b i i A
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The price of petrol,
kerosene, diesel and other
petroleum products were in-
creased from March 2nd
1983. The new prices for a
gallon of petrol will be
Rs. 54.58 (Rs. 12/- per
litre), Kerosene Rs. 23.68
per gallon (Rs5.20 per
litre), Super Diesel Rs.
3591 per gallon (Rs.7.90
per litre), Auto Diesel Rs.
31.75 per gallon (Rs. 6.79
per litre) and Heavy Diesel
Rs. 29.32 per gallon (Rs.
6.45 per litre) The price
of Liquid Petroleum Gas-
L. T.G.—has also been
raised by Re. 1/- Petrol will
now cost Rs. 9.08 more
per gallon and kerosene
Rs. 6.00 more.

It is also expected that
the Government will soon
increase bus and rail fares
in order to offset this
massive increase in oil
prices.

The price of a 500 gram
packet of Lakspray will
now cost Rs. 23.50. Earlier
400-gram packets were sold
at . Rs: 1833 ‘eaich. 'The
difference of Rs. 5.15 will
cover the value of the extra
100-grams as well as the
increased BTT levies im-
posed last week. :

Superintendent of Police
Mr. P. Udugampola who
was ordered by the Supreme
Court on February 8th to
pay Rs. 10,000!- compens-

—

oK that was

ation to a Buddhist Priest
for violation of fundament-
al rights has now been

promoted to Class I from

Class 11. This was done by
a Cabinet Directive accord-
ing to Cabinet Spokesman
and State  Minister, Mr.
Anandatissa de Alwis. It
has also been stated that
the Government will now
pay the compensation of
Rs. 10,000!- and the costs
of Rs. 2,100%-. =

RV B

At -the Thiruchendur by-
election to the Tamil Nadu
Assembly held on March
Ist the AIADMK nominee
R. Amirtharaj won the
seat by a narrow majority
of 1710 votes over the DMK
candidate Nellai Neduma-
ran. The seat was original-
ly held by the AIADMK.
All other candidates in-
cluding those of Congress
(I), Janatha and Kamaraj
Congress lost their deposits.
Mr. Amirtharaj polled
32,650 as against 30,940 by
the DMK Candidate.

All five suspects three
Tamils and two Sinhalese,
held in connection with’ the
murder of UNP Organizer
Pulendran in Vavuniya have
been released. Thesuspects

were Thurairajah Thevarajah,
Thambirajah Benedict, Aru-
mugam  Kumarasingham,
Sarath Chandrasiriand Tissa
Gunasekera. This followed a
report to Court by the
C.LLD. that they had no
evidence to proceed with
the case.

Constitutional Lawyer Dr.
Neelan Tiruchelvam and
son of the former Minister
M. Tiruchelvam, Q.C., has’
been no minated by the
TULF to represent Vad-

dukkoddai Constituency in
Parliament.

Dr. Tiruchelvam who
was the TULF represent-
ative on the Commission
which. recommended the
setting up of the Develop-
ment Councils, a Havard
Scholar and the Director
of Marga Institute, Colom-
bo, is expected to take his
oaths when  Parliament
meets on March 8th.

Elaborate arrangements
are being made to celebrate
Thanthai S. J. V. Chelva-

Commemora-

nayakam’
tion Day on 31.3.83 in
Vavuniya. Two meetings

of some prominent mem-
bers of the former Federal
Party were held at the
Y.M.H..A. and an organis-
ing committee of seven
consisting  of Messrs. S.
Subramaniam, M. P. Rasa-
nayagam, A. C. Gunam,
David Naganathan, K. S.
Thevarasa, R. Subramani-
am and Doctor Rajasun-
daram was elected.

A blue . print of the

programme was also drawn
for the ccommittee topursue

shouted

Two buses belonging to
the C.T.B. (Northern
Region) were reduced: to
ashes at the Thinnavely
Junction, a few yardsfrom
the Medical Faculty at4
p.m. last Monday, Febru
ary 28.

23 Sri4614 which opera-
tes on the K.K.S.—Jaffna
route was loaded with
passengers, while 23 Sri
8033 which was going to
the Jaffna terminus te be-
gin the Jaffna—Kodika-
mam-Keerimalai Service
was occuped only by the
driver and conductor. Four
trouser—clad youth who

Youths set fire to buses and

‘Long live

whisked out pistols from
their boots ordered passen-
gers and crew to get down
poured nearly a gallon of
petrol on both buses be-
fore burning them. C.T.B.
sources said both buses
meant a loss of 6 lakhs
of rupees, to the govern-
ment.

The youths distributed
‘eaf] tsand chanted “Long
Ll ¢ Eelam” before they
moved away from the spot
in bicycles.

Army personnel who
came to the spot a few
hours later assaulted
passers-by, and forced

3
Eelam
some of the youths stan-
ding there to remore.-

some of the protest posters
that were pasted on the
walls around. As a result
most of the shops in the
area put down shutters
atabout 5 p.m., and the
streets were deserted.

The burning of the buses
took place a few hours
after the announcement of
life imprisonment for the
six accused in the Neer-
vely Bank Robbery case
over the Radio. The same
morning Army men had
been harassing all passers—
at Inuvil and Chunnakam.
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JAFFNA CRICKET : JOHNTANS GIVEN A FRIGHT

VICTOR KIRUPARAJ
writes:
Five more Inter-School

Cricket Matches were com-
pleted during the past weck
and three ended in decislve
wins while the remaining
two petered out into tame
draws.

Jaffna College registered
her first win for the season
when sheinflicted a crushing
10 wicketwin over Manipay
Hindu in the annual ‘friend-
ly’ played over the week—
end.

Jaffna College taking str-
ike first, hit up a sizeable
194 of which R. Retnaraj
(50), Skipper K. Gnanasu-
bramaniam (46) and B. J.
Mohan (36) were the chief
contributors. M. Jeyaseel an
4 for 52and S. Jeyasealan
3 for 14 were the main
wicket getters for Manipay.

Manipay Hindu, in reply
folded up for a measly 76—
K. B. Kumar top scoring
with a patient 21, M. Para-
malingam (5 for 26) and K.
Gnanasubramaniam (5 for
30) shared the spoils.

Forced to follow on with
a deficit of 118 to avoid the
innings Manlpay Hindu
Collected 119 in their second
ossay.

Jaffna College had to
realize two runs which they
did for no loss. K. Sivathasa
(4 for 29), K. Gnanasubra-
maniam (2 for 29). G. J,
Gunathilakan (3 for 17)
made short work of the
Manipay Combine.

Hartley College caused a
amild stir when she sent
seven of St. John’s second
innings wickets reeing for 33
runs in the annual ‘friendly’
played between the two
schools last week-end at
Point Pedro. St John’s were
set the very easy task of
collecting 37 runs for a win
in ten minutes and twenty
mandatory overs. The over-
confident and the nonchal-
ant manner in which they
took up the challenge caused
such a debacle. The Johni-
ans eventually claimed vict-
ory by 3 wickets after
having acted rather clumsily
in the final housr’s play.

The Johnians in their first
essay amassed 225 in 215
minutes of which Muraleed-
aran top scored with a brisk
81. Hartley in reply were
skittled out for a lowly 74.
Forced to follow on, Hartley
performed better to hoist
187 to avold the innings but
notdefeat which stared them
in their face. Poor strategy
combined with atrocious

fielding, as many as ten
catches being grassed, depri-

ved Jaffnn Central from as-

serting herself in the match
against St. Particks who
after lying low at 83 for 6
wickets, came back into the

game when the tail wagged

long and true to take the

score up to very respectable
proportions to hoist a grand
223,in reply to Central’s
first innings total of 232.

Sutharshanan’s

century

Jaffna Central batting fir-

st crawled up to 70 for 4
wickets taking a little over
ninety minutes to do so.

When V. Sutharshanan wal-
ked in at the fall of the four-

th wicket he dispelled the

monotony. He soon stepped
up the rate of scoring along
with K. Umasuthan. With
Umasuthan’s exit T. Raviraj

joined Sutharshanan, and
these two seemed really ha-

rsh, on the Patr1c1an bawl-

ers, taking the score up to

a deeent 189 for 5 at theend
of three hours play.

Sutharshanan who always
takes a delight in pleasing
the crowd playing for the
crowd, cut and drove and
hooked the Patrician pace-

men—partlcularly N. ‘Nava-
neetharajah during the final
few overs. He was unbeaten
on 89 at the end of the day’s

play.

Continuing his innings on
the following morning Sud-
arshanan reached hiscentury
and was out with his perso-
nal contribution at 102.
With Sutharshanan’s dismis-
sal the remainin batsmen
folded up and Central’s
first innings read 232.

Besides  Sutharshanan,
others who contributed their
mite towards this total were
skipper Prahalathan (30),
K. Umasuthan (16) S. Mathi-
vathanan (14) S. Raviraj(16),
K. Manojkumar (13 N. O)
R.Mahendra(13)and T. Pra-
theepan (12). The Patricians
who had two hours of batt-
ing before lunch, struggled
to 83 for 5. They lost their
sixth wicket immediately
after lunch with no further
addition to the score. At this
stage Jaffna Central who
could have pressed home the
advantage to enforce a follow
on, flopped losing the grip
on the game by their indi-
fferent, atrocious fielding
and poor strategy I say poor
strategy in that the skipper
failed to continue with the
spinners, such lapse saw the

Patricians ertually the tail
enders adding a further 140
runs in the postlunch session
of two hours, to the lunch
break total of 83 for 5.

B. Kingsley who top scor-
ed for the Patricians with a
hard hit - 52 was missed first
at zero and then at 19. Skip-
per S. Melanius was credited
with a note-worthy 44. In
the remaning 50 minutes, and
20 mandatory overs, Jaffna
Central batted for 50 minutes
and seven mandatory overs
to collect 77 runs for the
loss of 2 wickets, St.Patricks
who were set with the nigh
impossible task of registering
87 runs in 10 mandatory
overs were. 18 for the loss of
1 wicket at- stumps.

Union College, was held to
a draw by Jaffna Hindu who
collected not too impressive
totals of 149 and 112 for 6.
Union hit up 237 for 9 and
declared thir second innings
at 69 for 5 wickets.

Union College, taking on
Kokuvil Hindu, trounced
then by an innings and 82
runs’

Union who collected 186
for 8 wickets dismissed
Kokuvll for measly scores
of 43 and 56 respectively.
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Section,

Is Kilinochchi not part of Sri Lanka? Who are the
Health Ministry sources who are behind the attempt to
malign certain high officials there for personal reasons by

planting a “STORY”’ with racist overtones in the Island’s
Sunday Issue of February 27th (1st Edition)?

SATURDAY REVIEW
asks these questions in the
light of the news item under
the = headline—'HEALTH
MINISTRY BUREAUCR-
ATS HAVE THEIR ‘OWN
WAY’ on page (1) of this
paper. The news item says:
“In the absence of a per-
manent Minister of Health
certain bureaucrats are tak-
ing decisions according to

their whims and  fancies,
charge knowledgeable
sources in -the  Ministry.

For example, last week it

was suddenly decided, they
claim, to hand over the
MOBILE SURGICAL
UNIT gifted to Sri Lanka
by the International Red
Cross to the Kilinochchi
hospital to conduct an eye
elinic, . .5

The reference in the
news item is to the Rotarian-
initiated = EYE CAMP
held at Kilinochchi from
February- 20th  onwards.

Talk by
Indologist

Dr. Richard Young of
the University of Pen-
nsylvania will give a talk
on SOUTH : ASIAN
STUDIES IN THE USA
AND JAPAN on Wed-
nesday 9th March at the
Seminar Room of the
University of Jaffna. The
address will be under the
auspices of the South
Asia  Studies Seminar
of the Jaffna University.-
Dr. Young, who is an
Indologist, is at present’
a Lecturer at the AOYA-
MA GAKUIN (Univer-
sity) in Tokyo.

. the Kilinochchi

Dr. P. A. Wirasinha, D.O.,
F.R.C.S., Eye Surgeon, Eye
Hospital, Colombo and
Secretary of ‘EYE CARE
SRI LANKA’ requested
the use of the Mobile Surgi-
cal Unit for this Camp
from the office of the
Director of Health Serv.._s.

Dr. Joe Fernando, Addi-
tional D.D. (M.S.) wrote
to Dr. Wirasinha on be-

half of the Director of
Health Services = releasing
this Unit for the Kilinoch-
chi- Eye Camp.

Mahaweli
areas only!

S

The burden of the story
published in the ‘Island’
is that this Mobile Unit

is specifically meant for
field surgery in backward
areas. . The Kilinochchi

Camp was in fact meant
for backward areas like
Chempianpattu, Pooneryn,
and Puthukudiyiruppu in
area.

The ISLAND says ‘“that

! this Unit had earlier been
 promised to a group of
. doctors

who were render-
ing yeoman service in re-
mote Mahaveli areas by
conducting free clinics on
week-ends. .. .This arbitra-
ry act - without even a word
of explanation has caused
much heartburn and frustr-
ation among these enthusi-
astic band of young Doctors.
When the ISLAND con-
tacted one of them  he
showed his feelings in no
uncertain terms. He said,
‘They would have nothing
to do with the Mobile Unit
hereafter even if it was
offered to them permanent-

ly”.

Printed at St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, 360, Main Street,
Jaffna, fof ‘the publishers New Era Publications Ltd., 118,
4th Cross Street, Jaffna on March Sth, 1983. Registered
as a newspaper at the General Post Office, Sri Lanka under

QJ/101
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SATURDAY REVIEW
is surprised that there are
‘enthusiastic’ young Doctors
who think that the Hip-
pocratic Oath that  they
took spoke about Maha-
weli areas only!

The Kilinochchi = Camp
in which many _ eminent
Eye Surgeons worked hard
and selflessly was a com-
plete success. 325 beeve
operations  were performed

out: of which 300 = were
cataract® operations”  Thé
Eye Surgeons who  gave
their services under trying
conditions  include . Dr.
Sivasubramaniam, Dr. Tha-
mbar, Dr.(Mrs) Raja Si-

mon, Dr. Banda, Mr. Park-
er, Dr. Kugadas, Dr. Miss.
Abeyawardene, Dr. Velayu-
than,: Dr. . Arunachalam
and Dr. (Mrs) Kannudurai.

What. are the facts and
what is the background to
the mischief  perpetrated
through the columns of the
ISLAND? :

At Beliatta the

previous week

The "EYE CARE SRI
LANKA” conducted an
Eye Camp in Mullaitiva
and \

e

Vavuniya about two
and a half years ago and
this was the first Eye Camp
held in a Tamil area. The
M.P. for Mullaitivu
made a request for an Eye
Camp in the Kilinochchi
area where the people are
mostly poor and illiterate

and which lacks medical
facilities.
The Camp fixed for

Kilinochchi the next year
had to be. abandoned be-
cause of the devastating
rain that fell in that area
during that time.
found that the state = of
incidence of blindness con-
ducted for the island was
not comprehensive, as this
had not included the Tamil
areas. Hence a massive
survey of about 5000 people
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hen
then

It was -

was conducted in the out-
lying areas of Kilinochchi
and it was decided to give
the next benéfit to  the
EYE CAMP,

created
in the ISLAND story that
the Mobile Unit was in
some way eXclusively meant
for Mahaweli areas cannot
be true for it was only the
previaus week the  same
unit was used in Beliatta to
conduct ..a SURGICAL
CAMP! "When Dr. Wira-
sinha wrote to the Director
of Health . Services asking
for the release of the Unit

10€ 1mpression

. for the Kilinochchi Camp

it was known that the Unit
was free during the period
asked for.

Why
grudge
[obile

should anyone
the - usei of .the
Unit to poor il-
literate peasants in Tamil
areas unless . they were
guided by racist animosity?
In fact the Chief Anaesthe-
tist of the General Hospital
Colombo, Dr " Lucian Jaya-
suriya, had even declined
to release the services of

two anaesthetists, Dr, R. S.
Ganepola and Dr. Wije-
suriya for the Kilinochchi
Camp even though one of
them was released for the.
Beliatta Camp. . Without
an anaesthetist the Surgical
Unit would have been use-

fess.  On instructions from
D.H.S., an  anaesthetist
from Jaffna was released.

This anaesthetist found the
anaesthesia apparatus that
was available in the Unit
unfit- for eye ‘surgéry. = He
had thereafter to go back
to Jaffna and bring another
anaesthesia apparatus which
was available only for one
day and which happened
to be a Poya Day. Ultim-
ately this Mobile Unit was
used only for that one:day

in Kilinochchi and  was
returned to Colombo the
next day.

SATURDAY REVIEW
regrets that men who are
involved in the noble medi-
cal profession - should be-
come a prey to such racist
attitudes. ‘SR’ also regrets
that the ISLAND should
have lent its columns to
racist venom of this sort.
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Sr1 LLankan Naval men
accused of robbing
Indian fishermen

Sri Lankan Naval Guards
have been systematically
looting Indian fishermen of
their precious prawn catch-
es at gun point, according
to a PTI. story published
in the Indian Express.

The Indian Express
report. states:

“Sri Lankan naval guards
ostensibly engaged in patrol-
ling their sea lanes, penetr-
ate deep into Indian
waters and ‘loot’” Indian
fishermen of their precious
prawn catches at gunpoint
“not less than three days

in a week’, according to
Rameswaram Vercottu
Fishermen’s Association.

The association’s Seeret-
ary, Mr. P. Arulanandam,
told a PTI correspondent,
who visited Rameswaram
recently, that these guards
would carry away 300 to
400 kgs of prawn catches
a day valued at more than
Rs. 30,000 to Rs. 40,000.

Mr. Aruianandam said
this had been - going on
since the India-Sri Lanka
agreement on:Katchathivu
some  years ; back.
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