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The Board of Manage-
ment of the Jaffna District
Textile Weavers Co-oper-

“ative Society has been

dissolved!

The dissolution of the
Board comes less than a
fortnight after = SATUR-
DAY REVIEW’S expose
(5 March) of the Society
under the headline Jaffna

Textile Weavers Co-operat-

ive Society heads for a col-
lapse ?

The Director of Textile
Industries, Mr. P. A. T.
Goonesinghe, informed the
Deputy Director of Plann-
ing, Jaffna, Mr. S. Siva-
thasan on Tuesday (15
March) that he had re-
moved the Ministry nomi-
nees on the Board—Messrs.
S. Viswalingam (President),
S. P. Selvanayagam (Vice
President), T. Seenivasagam
(Secretary) and N. Maha-
deva—and wantedMr. Siva-
thasan to take charge of
the affairs of the Society

Tharmapalan
University of Jaffna), R.
Virasinghe ' (Deputy Com-
missioner of Motor Traffic
Jaffna) and
Chellappah
World Bank expert).

Jatfna
Textiile
Weavers

Co-op

Sociely

R i

the Govt. Agent, Jaffna,
Mr. Devanesan Nesiah,
had  strongly recommended

(Registrar,

composition of the Board
of Management be com-
pletely changed.” The
report had cited misman-

Rajasuriyar
(a  retired

to the Ministry that ‘the.

with bicycle chains by
army men who had also
kicked. them with their!
boots and thrown their
bicycles into the sea.

Meanwhile, the O.1.C.,
Police, of ithe area, Mr.
Kathirgamanathan  has
been transferred to Jaffna
and Mr. Obeyasekera will
take over as O.I.C. Point
Pedro. *

Over 1000 students of
Hartley College, Point
Pedro boycotted classes
*on  Wednesday (16
March) to protest the
army assault on Hartley
College  students last
Saturday. These students
who were getting back
home after a cricket
.match  were assaulted

day, convened by the GA
Jaffna.

feasibility reports as the
main factors responsible for
the deterioration of the
Society’s position. Despite
gentle hints to resign, the
members of the old Board
stayed put till they were

President
reply (See P.4) to

‘guillotined’ on  Tuesday. report of 5th March.
The sacking of the old
The new Board of Board, while vindicating

Management held its first

meeting at 4 p.m.on Thurs- superfluous.

SATURDAY REVIEW
had originally intended to
comment in detail on ex-
Viswalingam’s
out

our report, makes comment

e e iy Following a one-man agement by the Board, its
Secrll'eta : Mr. Devanesan report on the Society sub- inertia and lack of initiative,
Nesi hn\;as al.so R mitted on 13 August, 1982 and inaccurate and con-
T}?e ’Ministry otifees DYiaa Additional G. A., tinuous revision “of the
on the new Board are:
Messrs. S. Sivathasan, S. S.
. Yiewpoinl
from thugs,
plea by
undergrads UL OUD THE LIGHTS
Save : i Thf"rom. g(t’;: . Among the many distressing inadequacies that
squads! 1818 e SATURDAY REVIEW suffers from is the absence of a

gist of the urgent ftele-
gram the President of the
Inter-University Students
Federation, Mr. H. M.
Pushpakumara, sent the
Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Mr. A. Amirtha-
lingam, on Tuesday.

The telegram  states
that about 300 thugs had
come in CTB buses to
the Sri Jayawardenepura
University on ' Tuesday
morning, harassed and
threatened striking  un-
dergrads in the presence
of police officers.

SECURITY ALERT
IN THE EAST

Government has ordered
a security a lert in allPolice¥
stations in the Eastern pro-
vince: following a death]
threat on a leading Tamil
politician. Precautionary,
steps are also being taken®
against possible attacksi
on Police stations.

War Correspondent on its editorial staff. (Readers may
please stop lifting their eyebrows). It is obvious to anyone
living in the North that Brigadier Balthazar’s battalions
are now engaged in what they think is a WAR! From all

ary problems, has seen to it that they are well fed. Most
of them would of course never have heard of Sandhurst,
but they are certainly full of man-thirst. Action is what
they are looking for, all the time.

In the absence of a War Correspondent, our office
boy files this copy to us from the Point Pedro front:

Sri Lanka’s glorious army emerged trinmphant in a
well-planned sortie in this coastal town of Point Pedro on
Saturday night. Two truck loads of patriotic soldiers
suddenly saw through their binoculars the enemy advanc—
ing on bicycles. The enemy who were disgmised as
Hartley College schoolboys returning after a cricket

Palaly battalion.  Dedicated as they are to their mother—
land of Sri Lanka, and knowing no fear in their hearts,
the troops immediately went into attack, fearless of con-
sequences. It was a well-fought but one-sided battle,
led by Corporal Kapilavastu, and the enemy retreated
in confusion, beaten and bruised badly. No casualties
on our side, but the enemy lost 2 bicycles on land, 2 in the
sea, five cricket bats etc. The enemy sustained head

accounts, the government of Sri Lanka despite its budget--

3 i y to the Tigers?”’.
match were of course no match for the brave boys of the ° and sensug Sower g

lnjurles, bmlses on the face, and God knows how many
other m]urles The Corporal, according to knowledgeable
circles is being recommended for a promotion.

Another report filed from the Anaicottai front, says:
Sri Lanka’s gallant forces keeping vigil on the Anaicottai
road suddenly saw enemy approaching in a car from the
direction of Jaffna at the desperate hour of 3 a.m. Im-
mediately the Sri Lanka Army shouted ‘““Halt’. The
enemy perhaps thinking that retreat was impossible,
halted. The Sri Lanka Army then commanded: ‘‘Put
out lights’>. The enemy put out the lights. The Sri
Lanka Army then surrounded the car with pointed Sten
guns, and ordered: “Get OUT!”. The enemy at the
wheel got out along with another in the front seat. A

~third enemy behind showed no attempt to get out. It

was discovered that this third enemy was in disguise as a
son carrying his dead father from the Jaffna hospital
mortuary. Since the fourth enemy lying outstretched
was a corpse, the Sri Lanka Army found it difficult to
interrogate him, although one brave soldier was getting
ready to prod him to life with his bayonet. On being
questioned, the third enemy admitted and confessed that
he was a Tamil expatriate working in a foreign land come
to see his father who was critically ill, and now he was
carrying home the dead body for the cremation. The
brave licutenant in charge of this ambush then told the
third enemy: <“So you are the fellows working abroad
The third enemy
thereupon lost his power of speech. The Sri Lanka
Army sustained no casualties whatever in this early hour
operation. Enemy was also spared casualties, the fourth
enemy having become a corpse before this operation.

In the absence of a full-tune War Correspondent,
the SATURDAY REVIEW will bring more despatches
from its office boy from various fronts; until then we
will put out the lights.
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| X SHORT EATS

Cream House
Opposite Bus Stand

404, HOSPITAL ROAD,
JAFFNA.

% ICE CREAM
(many varieties)

COOL DRINKS

*

% SWEETS

pinch is yet

of the rich man’s.
] : ! why they are regarded as
@ “regressive” compared

Minister of Finance, Mr.
Ronnie de Mel with his
bag of tricks euphemistical-
ly called the Budget emerg-
ed after the 3-hour TV
show without seeming to
heap any new burdens on
the people  through his
proposals! In fact, he
gave a number of reliefs,
through the Rs. 100 salary
increase and increases in a
number of producer sub-
sidies!

But the trick had been
done, as had been the
practice since Dr. N. M.
Perera’s time of ammounc-
ing the main revemue pro-
posals before Budget Day
by Gazette notification in
the stealth of night.

Let no one misinterpret
it: the increases in the

SPECIAL OFFER
Obituary; Wedding notices
and Classified type notices
are charged at the special
rate of Rs. 10/- per col. cm.

LEELA

Jewellery
Palace

Visit our
air-conditioned

showroom

No. 117—119
Sea Street
Colombo 11

"Tel: 35639

The new JAFFNA BRANCH of the sole agents
service:—

% Wide selection of SONY T. V. setsi—Black o
White and SONY TRINITRON COLOUR sets.
Video Cassette Recorder —SL-C6E (latest model)

for SONY is at your

Two year guarantee

Technician

X k%%

your requirements.

SIEDLES CINERADIO

Tel: 24426

(near Kannathiddy Junction)

Excellent after sales service by U. K. qualified

Also available — Sony Radio,-Cassio Calculators,
Cookers, Fans and other electrical appliances.
Visit the Sales & Service Department in Jaffna for

Jafina Branch

363, Kasturiar Road,
Jaffna.

the Sweet

that relieves coughs and colds
An excellent mouth freshener

 Available at all good stores.

business turnover tax and
import duties is going to
affect every man, woman
and child because the
prices of almost all goods
and services will begin to
escalate.

Coupled with the oil
price hikes, which  will
have an impact on passeng-
er and goods transport and
fuel and energy costs, the
sky will be the limit as the
prices go on spiralling—
thanks to a Government
which came to power pledg-
ing to bring down living
costs.

man’s income than they do
That is

to personal and corporate
taxes, which are regarded
as more ‘‘equitable” and
“progressive”’  because in-
dividuals and companies
pay according to their in-
come levels.

President Jayewardene
was reported to have said
in New Delhi that the
price increases were forced
on the Government by. the
World Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund,
while earlier in Colombo
he was reported to have
said that the Government

by our Economic Correspondent

Reporting on the out-
come of the Sri Lanka Aid
Group meeting in Tokyo
last year, the Minister said
that he would initiate a
number of harsh revenue
measures to keep the deficit
in the Budget to reason-
able limits.

“These measures would
involve certain sacrifices
from our people, partic-
ularly from those who are

_ able to bear the burden—

the rich and those who
have directly  benefited
from our policies. 1 would
like to repeat what I said
last year that the private
sector and affluent classes
in Sri Lanka should realise
that they must contribute
something for the public
gg_od.”

But what has he actually
done? He has placed the
main burden on the middle
and lower income groups,
while the rich have escaped

lightly! But what else can

you expect from a capital-
ist Government?

What the Minister has
done is in keeping with the
thinking of the Ministry of
Finance that “Sri Lanka
has gone as far as it can
on direct taxation and that
the revenue the Treasury
so desperately needs must
be raised by indirect taxes.
There are very clear indic-
ations that the Government
is considering the use of
the BTT as a potent revenue
raising  instrument.. .the

/BTT is going to be the

tax of the future.”

The problem  with in-
direct taxes, like the BTT,
sales taxes and  import
duties, is that they take a
larger fraction of the poor

would not be dictated to .

by these two institutions!
The later statement is an
ackﬁowledgement of what
I have always been saying:
that the major economic
decisions of this Govern-
ment are made not in
Colombo but Washington.

The officials of the Bank
and the IMF cannot sece
the economic and social
realities in the developing
countries. For instance,
an American IMF official
visits Sri Lanka for a
survey. He is told that
the price of some com-
modity or service is so
much. “Damn it, that’s
dirt cheap. In my country
it costs so many dollars
he says. So up go the local
prices. Little heed is paid
to the fact that out income

levels are nowhere near
America’s.
When incomes do not

keep pace with rising liv-
ing costs, what do most
people do? The
thing is to try to increase

incomes. But how, when
there are few legitimate
avenues open to  most
people?  What generally

happens is that, with rent,
transport, fuel and medical

‘costs being out of their

control, people cut down
on food, leading to increas-
ed malnoutrition, especially
among children.

(Continued on page 12)
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March 19,

After a long time, | find
the Government fighting for a
great principle——that any per-
sqn with a grievance should
have a right of appeal.

The Minister of Lands and
Mahaweli Development, Mr.
Gamini Dissanayake put it

nicely when he moved the re- -

solution to appoint a Select
Committee to probe the con-
duct of two judges of the
Supreme Court.

He said, ‘‘No complaint
made by a citizen, whether
big or small, of an injustice
done to him should be igno-
There should be an
adjudication of any such com-
plaint.”’

In this particular instance,
there was another consider=
ation, he said. ‘‘The matter
was one of public impor
tance...... leaving aside per-
sonalities, the principle raised
was of paramount importance.’

- If the opposition argument
was accepted that a complaint
should be ignored merely
because it referred to two
judges of the Supreme Court,
then the complainant in this
instance would have ‘‘no re-
medy in law——no appeal, no
review, no reference to a
fuller bench”

Well said, Mr. Dissanayake.
This is the stuff that states-
men are made of.

In the process, you were
defending Article 12 (1) of
the Constituion: ‘‘All persons
are equal before the law and
are entitled to the equal pro-
tection of the law.”’

But | wonder whether you
have forgotten that you were
party to the enactment of a
law that gave accused parties
no right of appeal at all?

Section 9(2) of the Special
Presidential Commissions Act
of 1978 states:

Any report, finding, order
determination, ruling or recom
mendation made by the Com-
missioner under this law shall
be final and Conclusive, and
shall not be called in question

“in any court or tribunal by

way of writ or otherwise.””

A principled Govern-
ment should observe its
own principles  which,
moreover, have been incor-
porated in the Constitu-
tion. But the great princi-
ple that you have trotted
out and defended so ably
was not cbserved in the
case of Mrs. Sirima Banda-
ranaike.

The ex-Prime Minister
had ‘“no remedy in law—
no appeal, no review, no
reference to a fuller bench’”’
from the findings of the
Special Presidential Com-
mission.

It is significant to note that
the petition of Mr. Fellix
Dias Bandaranaike against Mr.
K. C. de Alwis was heard by
three judges of the Supreme
Court while the Commission
consisted of only two Suprame
Court judges and a comparati-
vely junior judicial officer who,
in the words of Mrs. Bandara-
naike, “‘was the recepient of
an unprecedented double pro-

r e
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Saturday Review

Gamini Navaratne

motion: he was appointed to
the Cout of Appeal bypassing
the High Court and many of
his contemporoies Mrs. Banda-
ranaike appealed totheSupreme
Court against the findings of
the Commission on the ground
of bias, under the fundamen-
tal rights provisions of the
Constitution.  Before the
Court could give a ruling,
Parliament rushed through a
resolution sending her into
the political wilderness, with_
a spokesman for the Govern-
ment having the gumption to
say on the occasion that even
if the Court invalidated the
findings the resolution would
not be rescinded!

ions. It came about through
a deliberate decision of the
Executive. And we can see
the painful consequences.

The Minister of Trade,
Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali de-
nied in Parliament that the
appointment of the Select
Committee was part of a
Government plan to get rid
of the two judges, as claimed
by the Opposition. But what
happens if the findings are
_adverse? Nothing? Then why
go through the whole exer-
cise of holding an inquiry
at public expense?

The crucial question is:
Do we want an indepen-
dent Judiciary? It we do,

justice without fear or favour
and for treating alike those
whom the UNP Government
despises and those who enjoy
its bounty and bask in its
patronage.’’

Her charge is a serious
one because we are only too
aware how the Government
has used constitutional means
(its preponderant parliamen-
tary majority) and unconsti-
tutional means (brute force
by UNP supporters, or the
“Thug Corporation’’) to put
down dissent.

I should like to appeal
to the Government to
prove Mrs. Bandaranaike
wrong at least where the

One law for the

. & another

The Court could not invali-
date the findings because, as
| pointed out earlier, the
Special Presidential Commis-
sions Act provides no right
of appeal.

Then, how about those
thousands of people who have
lost their jobs under this
Government through political
victimisation? | have in mind
particularly the strikers of
1980 who have still not
been taken back. Where is
their right of appeal? Nearly
a score of them are reported
to have committed suicide
in desperation.

Where then
ality before the
rule of law and the due
processes of the law that
Government leaders talk of
so much?

In this situation,
one be blamed for coming
to the concludion that the
Government has a different
set of laws for those who
differ with it? 5
Sinister Design?

When the Judiciary -gets
dragged into the political
arena, it inevitably gets in=
volved in controversy which,
also inevitably, leads to a
diminishing of its esteem in
the public eye.

is the equ-
law, the

can any-

The involvement of the
Judiciary in politics under the
present Government began

with the appointment of the
Special Presidential Commiss-

then political interference
in the Judiciary must cease.

As one Opposition MP
said, °‘If Parliament arrogates
to itself the power to review
judgments of the Supreme
Court, they would be rock-
ing the very foundation of
the Constitution.”

As another asked, ‘‘Could
anyone who was dissatisfied
with a decision of the Supreme
Court go to the President
and have that decision revi-
ewed?”’

Or, are we to believe
Mrs. Bandaranaike that what
the Government is attempt-
ing is to demolish the’ last
power centre in Sri Lanka
that could pose an obstacle
to the Executive and Parlia-
ment, the last bastion of
democracy?

In a statement, the leader
of the SLFP said, ‘‘During

the past six years, the UNP ~ \

Government has been destroy-
ing one by one the insti-
tutions. whose continued ex-
istence is vital if Sri. Lanka
is to remain a free country.
A free Press is virtually non-
existent. The Legislature s
controlled. The -Public Service
has been tamed. The clergy
is threatened and bullied. The
trade union movement has
been silenced. A student body
that dares to protest s
subject to police attack. Now
the Judiciary is being brougt
to task for administering

Judiciary is concerned by

not going ahead with the
Select Committee proce-
dure. The proposed probe
cannot do the Judiciary,
Parliament, the Govern-

Free Educa ion In 3 enl

The UNP “Thug Corpora-
tion'' is again at work, in
some instances aided by the
poiice, this time pumpelling
Univesity students who have
dared to raise the banner of
revolt over a crucial issue——
the gradual erosion of the
free education system.

The student leaders ‘have
correctly disagnosed that the
opening of a fee levying med-
ical college followed by fee
levying courses at the Celo-
mbo University are the begi-
ning of an indirect attack on
free education, which the
World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund would
like to see scrapped altogether.

These two institutions have
been insisting that all social
welfare expenditure be elimi-
nated or slashed to the bone.
In the case of education it has
been insisting from the late
1960s on the charging of fees
for higher education, initially
from children of parents -in
the higher income groups and
later from all except the chil-
dren of poor parents who
should be helped through

. scholarships.

The developing situation,
from Colombo to Jaffna, app-

_ears to be too big for a man

like Dr. Stanley Kalpage to
handle. If anyone thinks that
the students could be cowed
by force, he is mistaken. The
use of force could lead to an
escalation of the situation,
involing students in the higher
forms in our schools, as happ-
ened once during the last re-
gime over 2 different cause.

It is time the Minister of-
Higher Education intervenced
and gave a categorical assur-

ance that the free education -

(Continued overleaf)
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The §lleged lapses referred
to are:—
“l. Commissioning of the
Finishing plant ........
and the accruing of Interests
of Rs: 7500/- . daily on the
bank loan etc....
According to the feasibility
study done in 1979, this pro-
ject ie; the finishing plant was
to cost Rs: | | Million. Tenders
were called for the construct-
ion of the building on
5-4-1980 and had to be can-
celled due to a certain error
in the specification about the
building committed by our offi-
cer who was entrusted with
the sole responsibility of pilo-
ting this project. Fresh tenders
were called and awarded on
14-06-80. Due to the increase
in the prices of materials etc,
the society informed the bank
in December 1980 and app-
lied for an additional loan of
Rs.5 Million in April 1981
which was granted only in
October 1982. The society
has utilized only Rs.8 Million
and fifty thousand of the bank
loan for this project so far.
The interest accing daily is not
Rs:7500/- but only Rs:3800/-

Initial errors

committed

The finishing plant is to be
conmimissioned before the end
of May 1983. The delay has
been mainly due to the initial
errors committed by the offi-
cial entrusted with the project
#nd the undue delay on the
part of the bank in granting
the additional loan. :

2. Secret connection
with Thulhiriya ...... i

Thulhiriya Textile Mills is

a state sponsored organization.
| cannot understand how a
Cooperative Society can have
secret connection with a gov-
ernment owned undertaking.
The simple fact is that the
power-loom industry in the
country faced a severe set-ba-
ck due. to the governmental
policy of open economy.
This society with 54 power
loom faced a situation with a
heavy stock of power-loom
products pilling up daily with-
out a market and was on the
verge of putting up the shut-
ters leaving nearly 75 work-
ers without any work.

Rs, 400,000,-
Verties-unsold

At this stage in December
1980 Thulhiriya Mills "agreed
to purchase our entire power
-looms product provided the
society used the sized warps
and wefts supplied by them
for the production. This was
fair and reasonable and there
was nothing secret or sinister

about this deal. The Tellipa-
flai M.P. C.S, Chavakachcheri
MPCS, some cooperatives in

other parts of the Island and
some private - sector power-

loom workships are slso supp-
Thuthiriya
same- basis as we

lying tex‘iles to
lills on the
are supplying.

The society reserved 6
looms for the production of

verties for the local market
and today there is Rs. 400 -
000/- worth of verties ly-
ing unsold. what would have
been the situation if Thulhiri-
ya Mills did not come to the
rescue ?

The sizing piant at the soc-
iety is no doubt having less

work at present but | must

state that the proflts earned
in this Sector during the past
has exceeded the Capital inv-
ested in this plant and can-
not be deemed a drag on the
finances of the society.

3. “ Boiler at Rs:450,-
000/-........"”"

The cost of the Boiler is
Rs.350,000/- and not Rs:
450,000/-. This was the pur-
chase made 1979 out of the
profits for the purpge of
supplying steam to bo&
sizing plant and the finishing
plant. The necessity to use
this boiler did not arise as
very limited sizing was done
1981.

Boiler to be

commissioned

This boiler has now been
erected and would be' comm-
issioned before the end of
May 1983 simultaneously with
the finishing plant.

4. ‘“‘Production both
Poweer-loom and hand-lo-
om has hit rock bottom”,

| give below the annual
production ~ figure on our
power-loom from [978:-

Year Gluantity
1978 464,752 Meters
11979 447074
1980 451469
1981 514,804 ,
1982 a38.598 . .

In the hand loom sector too
the level of production has
been similar to that of the
previous years. The allegation

that “‘it has hit the rock bot-’

tom’’ is incorrect.
5. “Employees who re-

the last 8 months”

Appointments were made
strictly in accordance with the
regulations framed by the
C.E.C. There is no favourtism.
This is the first time a charge
of this nature has been made.

7. “Funds are misused
on ceremonial openings'’

No ceremonial openings
were held in the years 1981
and 1982. The only function
heid in 1983, was the laying
of the foundation stone for
the water tank. The total ex-
penditure was Rs. 870/-. This
had to be done to afford an
opportunity to the Members
Parliament and to the mem-
bers of the District Council
to have a first hand knowledge
of what is been done by the
society to develop the textile
industry in the North.

8. ‘““Workers who boy-
cotted the function were
harassed by closure of the
factory for three days''.

It is true that there was a
boycott by a section of the
employees followed by unruly
incidents around the society
permisis.

The factory was closed for
security reasons. The Labour
Department which inquired
into this, held that the closure
and pay cut were justified.

9. “E.P.F. contributions
had been not paid for a nu-
mber of employees.”’

This is totally incorrect.

- 10, “Key office bearers
had not been removad ins-
pite of the recommendati-
ons of a One-Man Commis

sion.”’
f am not aware of the
contents of  this  report.

Il. ‘ Mismanagement
and questionable transacti-
ons.”

Officers of the Department
of Textile Industries and the

Department of Cooperative

Development have carried out
regular inspections and audited

o B e
fuse to cooperate are har- |

rassed and the society had
spent nearly Rs: 15,000/-
per_year on litigation'’.
‘No favouritism

in appointments’

It'is admitted chat the ad-
ministration sits tight on em-
ployees who' consider this as
secondary employment and
shirk  responsibilicy - without
doing a full days work
There were only two disci-
plinary inquries- during the
course-of last year which
cost the society only Rs: 4152

6. “lrregular * appoint-
ments were made during

the accounts of the society
and have never observed or
pointed out any act of mis-
management of any irregular
transactions. A few anonimous
petitions were inquired into
by the then Deputy Director
of Textile Industries and he
too had not pointed out any
irregufarties.

The profits
earned

Before | conclude | would
fike to inform you that i was
transferred as Assistant Dire-
ctor Small Industries and Tex-
tiles, Jaffna as from 6-9-1976.
From that date | was very
closely asaociated with the
society. | took over as Presi-
dent of the soclety as from
January 1977.

. The profits earned by the
society from [974/75 to
£981 areas follows:

1974/75 Rs. 143,440/-
{976/76 Rs. 226,864/-
(8 months)

{976 Rs. . 135,716/-
1977 Rs. 340,514/-
{978 Rs. 742,419/-
{979 Rs. 1,014,412/-
{980 Rs. 498,337/-
1981 Rs. 136,972/-

The drop in the profits for
1981 is due to the liberalised
import policy of the Govern-
ment.

i give below very briefly
the various development that
took place during my steward-
ship.

l. The sizing plant was put
up in 1977 at a cost of
Rs. 598,636/- was put into
operation in 1978 and during
the first three years of its

Causerie. ece

(Continued from page-3)
system would not be tampered

the Government is tied to
the umbilical cord of the
World Bank and the IMF ?
Police Brutality

Goonewardene and other at
| the Kollupitiya police station
l’,b,v a police officer must be

with. But how could he, when

The attack on mrs. Vivenne,

condemned by all those who
value basic decencies. What
is the crime committed by
Mrs. Gonnewardene ? s this
the sort of thing we must
expect and accept without pro-
test in a‘‘Dharmista society’’?
Ard will the police officer
involved also get a promotion,
like the cne who figured in
the “Pavidi Handa!' case ?

operation, that is, 1978,1979
and 1980 earned a profit of
Rs. 627,274/-. Thus the entire
cost of the project was reco-
vered within the first three

years.

2. Constructed a parapet
wall 8 feet high right round
our power-loom workshop 54
lachams in extent at a cost of
Rs. 86,000/-.

3. Constructed a hostel
90°'x40’ at Kondavil for our
workers at a cost of Rs. 200,
000/-.

4. Purchased 6 power loo-
ms from the People's Republic
of China at acost of Rs. 316,
000/-

5 Purchas‘=d a Boiler from
U. K. at a cost of Rs. 350,
000/-

6. Started work on the
finishing plant which the soci-
ety had invested Rs. 2,000,
000/- from its profits.

7. Ploughed back from the
profits of the society nearly
Rs. 3,500,000/ on capital
expenditure from (976 to
1982,

8. Imported for the first
time after a number of years
Rs. 2,000,000/- worth of
handloom yarn during 1978
and 1979 which yielded huge
profits to the society.

Finally | would like to stress
that this society had been for
the last 40 years striving to
promote the textile industry
in the North. It is unfortu-
nate that certain employees
are trying to sling mud at a
time when a massive project
is to be commissioned at a
cost of nearly Rs. 16 Million.

It is my wish and prayer
that who ever is at the helm
with
maXximum support and encour-
agement to achieve the objects
for which this
started.

of affairs is provided

society was

S. Visvalingam.
President

T. Seenivasagam

Secretary
S. S:zlvaratnam.
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Many years back the writer
presided at a poll in a village
not far from Colombo in the

estern Province to deter-
mine whether a tavern was
needed for the place. The
writer among his staff took
one from the locality. Only
those who wanted a tavern
needed to vote. The large
staff waited for a whole day
and none turned up. [t was

“heralded as a great success

At the
speaker

for  prohibition.

close of the poll
after speaker praised the
locai people in their de-
termination to stamp out
*liquor’from the area. The next
day the person from the loca-
lity who assisted me in the

1983

and his followers would not
want them to commit a sin
by arresting the congressmen
that day, a holy day for the
Christians. The officials were
so moved that a Judge and a
Police Superintendent resigned
and went back to England.
This. example illustrates how
the congress under Gandhiji
which professed mutual res-
pect for each other’s religion
carried this out in practice.
There is the recent case of

PERSPECTIVES

“poll’ turned up rather late to

the Kachcheri with an apology
that due to the celebrations
in the village on the success
of the poll, he could not goto
bed till it was early morning.
When the writer inquired how
they celebrated the event, the
officer was rather evasive.
Eventually he said . liquor was
freely served. Alas! success
of prohibition celebrated with
s¢drinks’’ So the words of the
speakers and those who pro-
fessed to be tee—totallers did
not carry any meaning—if the
words conveyed anything, it
was to the contrary.

Double
Standards >

We are faced with such
situations In life. We hear
words which are not meant to
be applied. Sometimes the
speaker who himself does not
Tollow a particular way of life
might insist on that way of
life to his listeners. This in
fact means double standard-
one for the spcaker and
another for the listeners. The
person who acts according to
what he professes is the per-
son most seriously taken by
the public. Let us take 2 few
cases from real life.

Babu Rajendra Prasad
the First President of the
indian Republic was leader of
the Congress Party in his State,
Bihar. He and his congressmen
used to conduct satyagraha by
attempting to walk through a
street in Patna, the capital,

which was closed on Sundays—

a street where exclusively the
British officials lived. Arrests
followed satyagraha and subse-
quently they were tried in
courts. One Sunday it happe-
ned to be a Christmas day and
so Rijendra Prasad decided
not -to perform satyagraha so
that the Britishers could cele-
brate their X’ mas. When the
British officials were expect-
ing the ‘march’ of satyagrahis
instead they received a letter
jnforming them that Prasad

an opening of a *Bhavan’ office’

in London. The Bhavan, the
religious organization from
Bombay, bought a piece of land
with an abandoned church for
their London home. When
knocking down the church to
put up a small shrine room
and hall, the big Cross on the
wall had to be knocked down.
The Bhavan representatives
have always held the typical
Hindu view that ali religions
lead to the same goal and
therefore they could not be a
party to knock down the wall
with the Cross. They then de-
cided to build around leaving
the Cross intact. When the
building was formally opened
by the then Prime Minister
Callaghan he was received by
Lord Louis Mountbatten
on behalf of Bhavan organiza-
tion. When Callaghan was
shown round the place he in-
quired what the Cross was
doing there. Lord Mountbatten
replied that only the civiliza-
tion of ndia could do such 2
noble thing. Here we have
another case where words
have been correctly interpre-
ted, and acted upon.

Lee Kuan Yew’s

example

The third example comes
from Singapore. The writer
happened to be at Singapore
airport when suddenly Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew visi-
ted the place There was great
excitement and when [ inqui-
red, | was informed that the
P. M had come to see his son
off to UK and refused to use
the VIP lounge as it was 2
private visit—he used the
public gallery to wave to the
son. Lee Kuan Yew has had
the view that private and
public duties should not be
mixed up and applied it tohim-
self first and foremost.

Eddington the famous as-
tronomer and philosopher of
science stated that perhaps 90
percent of words spoken have
little or no meaning. Statisti-

How many people act

S

according to what they profess?

cally perhaps this is correct-—
too many words are wasted in
life. However, what we are
concerned is that the few
words which are to be taken
seroiusly should not diverge
substantially from deeds which
follow the words. This is
not anything new to us.
King Harichandra stood by
his words. We have also
Yudhishtara of the Mahabharata
and the later Yudhishtara in
Gandhi who fought valiantly
for truth the oneness in
word and deed.

Once Churchill ably said
that one should become a
politician only if he had the
following quality:- He (the
politician) should be able to
predict what would happen
tomorrow, next month and
next year and when the day

concerned passes;
be able to convince the peo-
ple why what he said did not
happen.

With this knowledge | was
not surprised to read the S.R.
of February 19,1983 where
Gamini Navaratne writes
on *‘Govt's divergence in
word and deed’’.

Let us therefore confine
ourselves to areas outside
politics. We have the common
man and the young child whose
word and deed should not
show divergence. How do we
set about it? There has been
enough preaching on the sub-
ject—every religion preaches
it and for the Tamil people
there was a Thiruvalluvar who
had given a code of conduct
on eyegything imaginable for
mankind. Can we claim

he should

because of Thiruvalluvar that
we are behaving better than
others? The crux of the mat-
ter is that the leaders to
whom we look up, have to
live up to their words. This

could be clearly seen that in’

India during Gandhiji's leader-
ship and for about a decade
after him there were many
men and women who spoke
and did in unison. Can we say
the same thing now! Every
country cannot produce a Gan-
dhiji and in every age. So what
we are left with is to produce
a calculus to work out how
much of the spoken and writ-
ten words could be taken seri-
ously. This is a poor consola=

tion but we have to face the
stark reality of uncertainty in
the use of words.
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Thejpncient temple of Ko-
nesvaram on the summit of the
rock at Trincomalee received
Chola support and patronage
as suggested by two recently
discovered inscriptions from
Manankeni and Nilaveli. The
fragmentary inscription from
Manankeni dated in a regnal
year of the Chola prince
lllankesvaratevar who was con-
secrated as ruler of Lanka,
mentions Maccakesvaram which
was another name for Kones=
varam. The missing portion of
this epigraph probably contai-
ned the details of some grant
made by the Chola prince to
this temple. The fragmentary
epigraph from Nilaveli fwhich
could be assigned to the Chola
period on palaeographic and
other considerations records a
grant of 250 Veli of irrigable
and non-irrigable land in the
localities called Kirikama and
Kirikanta Kirikama to Macca-
kesvaram, the temple of Maha-
deva on the promontory of
Tirukonamalai. The Konecar
kalvettu which records the
traditions concerning the tem-
ple of Konesvaram seems to
perpetuate in a confused man-
ner, some of the Chola acti-
vities in relation to that tem-
ple.

Hindu - Buddhist
harmony

Hinduism and Hindu insti-
tutions continued to make
considerable progress even in
the period that followed the
restoration of Sinhalese mon-
archy under Vijayabahu | in
1070. The support extended
by the rulers, the growing
strength of |Hindu communi-
ties in the island facilitated
by further migrations of Hin-
dus from South India and the
general prosperity among the
Tamil mercantile, military and
artisan communities who held
positions of considerable influ-
ence in society had contributed
towards this development. The
remarkable development of
Hindu culture was also a re-
flection of the progress in
constructional, artistic and
cultural activity generated by
agricultural prosperity in the
north-central plain to an ex-
tent never before attained.
Archaeological evidence reveals
that society in this wide area
woich was the most developed
and favoured one in the island
was no longer homogeneous.
Architectural and iconographic
remains and inscriptions show
that the population in import-
ant towns like Polonnaruwa,
Padaviya, Kantalay, Panduvas
nuvara and in many oth-r
localities in Rajarata, in the
northern part of Dakhina-
de:a and in the eastern litto-
ral was a mixed one~—Sinha-
les: and Tamil. The art and
architecture of this period
such as they appear to have
baen from extant remains,
represent two cultures—Bud-
dhist and Hindu—which flouri-
shed together and in general
harmony.

Hinduism and Buddhism as
religious traditions, especially

in Ceylon-3

Circa A. D.

1000-1250

Siva Devale No. 2. Polonnaruwa

at a popular level, were not
mutually exclusive or gntago-
nistic, and generally co nd
did co-exist in harmony. Even
a zealous Buddhist rufer could
worship Hindu deities and
support Hindu institutions and
such action o1 his part would
not be regarded as deatrimen-
tal to Buddhist interests Du-
ring the eleventh and twelfth
centuries court life at Polon-
naruwa was suturated with
Hindu influences. The dynastic
marriages contracted with the
Pandyas of South ladia and the
ruling house of Kalinga further
exposed the Sinhalese court
to Hindu religious and cultural
influences. Indian princes and
princesses, especially the ones
from Kalinga, who had been
accommodated at the Sinhafese
court continued to fellow
their traditional ways. Hindu
practices were adopted at the
court and ideas and concepti-

ons expressed in Hindu trea-
tises came to be accepted and
assimilated into the corpus of
Sinhalese tradition.

The increasing exposure of
the court to Hindu influences
and their assimilation to some
extent generated some degree
of tension and a sense of con-
flict among the court circles.
The manner in which they were
resolved orexploited depended
on the personality and outlock
of individual rulers.

An episode recorded in the
Mahavamsa in connexion with
the behaviour of Tilokasundari,
the chief queen of Vijayabahu
i, suggests that influential
members of the court had ac
times conflicting views and
ways about religious observan-
ces which on occasion proved
to be irreconcilable. She is
said to have been publicly re-
buked by the king on repre-
sentations made by members

of the Sangha for her ways
were considered to have been
inimical to Buddhist sentiment.

Although Vijayabahu | is re-
is represented in traditienal
history as a great patron of
Buddhism and espoused its
cause with partisan zeal Hin-
duism aad Hindu institutions

seem to have continued to flo-

urish under his rule as sugges-
ted by epigraphic evidence.
The Patamottai inscription‘s
dated in his 42nd year records
anm endowment made by aBr-
ashminwidow tothe templeof
Ten Kaifasam otherwise called
Vijayaraja-isvaram at Kantalay
which was known as Vijayaraja-
Caturvedimangalam. Both the
Saivite temple and the Brah-
madeya within which it was
situated were significantly na-
med after Vijayabahu. As this
Brahmadeya had existed earl-
ier with the name Rajaraja
Caturvedimangalam it may be
assumed that the temple of
Ten Kaifasam was a Chola mon-
ument which like the Brahma-
deya was renamed after Vija-
yabahu | during his reign.
The Brahmin lady Nangai-
ccani made a substantial end-
cwment to this temple for the
merit of her deceased husband

Yagna Kramavittan and the
arrangements - made in that
connecticn brought to light

some important details regar-
ding thelaffairs of the temple.
A Crown of the weight of six
Kalancu of gold and a gold
chain of three Kalancu were
donated by her to the Shrine.
A gold coin of one Kacu was
deposited for the lighting of a
famp. Besides, the compound
interest on eight Kacu depo-
sited by her was to be used

March 19,
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or maintaining a flower garden
n the temple premises. She
also deposited twenty-three
Kacu for the maintenance of
seven devadasis who had to
perform certain services in
the temple. The endowments
were placed under the cus-
tody of the Velaikkarar of the
military unit called Vikkirama
Calamekatterinta Valankai
presumably named after Vikr-
amabahu, the king’s son.

Temple at
Nikaweratiya

Vikramabahu |1 and his
son Gajabzhu |1 who held:

authority over Rajarata in suc-
cession for 42 years until
1153 had strong leanings to-
wards Hinduism and so was
Manabharana |, the nephew of
Vijayabahu |. The expressions
Parvati pati dattasir vira Ma-
havrsa, ‘the great bull of a
hero to whom benediction has
been granted by the husband
of Parvati’ and Rajanarayana,
‘a king like into Vishnu’, app-
lied to Vikramabahu in the
Sanskrit preamble of an inscri-
ption issued in his reign un-
mistakably shows that he was
a devotee of Siva. It has been
suggested with some degree
of plausibility that he was,like
his son Gajibahu, denied the
consecration as he was not a
Buddhist.
L “97

A Sajvite temple that was
found during the time of Vik-
ramabahu at Magala otherwise
called,Vikkiramacalamekapuram
was Vikkiramacalameka isva-
ram. The temple and the
town named apparently after
this ruler were in the neigh-
bourhood of the Magala tank
at Nikawaratiya. (Cu) ntamalli
alvar, the daughter of Kullo-
tunga Chola and a consort of
Virabshu (another name of
Manabharana) is said to have
made a donation of a lamp
and ten gold coins for burn-
ing a ‘perpetual lamp’ at
this shrine. :

(To be continued)

“Follow the North”
says the ‘Desha Vimukthy’
the Sinhala journal of tke
Desha Vimuktki
organisation, in its editor-
ial of Vol 5:7:—

From the very inception
“‘Desha Vimukthy " kas poin-
ted out that the wili of the
people of this couatry was
not reflected either through
the Presidential Pofls or the
Referendum. Ve have consis-
tently argued, with the supp-
ort of facts znd data, that
both these ‘“‘elections’’ fraudu-
lent exercises.

“Today we state something
more. We say that, bogged
as it is in the marsh of the
fermenting crisis of capitalism
the compradore ruling class,
wculd not in the future, hoid

elections which would even be .

as ‘‘clean’’ as the ones they
have just held, If this is the
position, could it be the duty
today of the progressive for=
ces of this country to clamour
for such elections and thereby
entangle the masses in gigantic
frauds?

“It is now certain that the
U. N. P. government would
hold a number of “‘elections’’
in 1983, both big and small.
it is their scheme to hold sel-
ective by—elections, local gov-
ernment  elections, district
council elections etc. There
are a number of reasons for
this. Firstly, in their heads
linger still a feeling of guilt
regarding the frauds perpet-
rated by them on our people.
Secondly, even in countries
{ike the U.S.A., where the
real masters of our rulers live,

there is a strong view that the

‘ efections ' of 1982 were
mere frauds. ( One of the
reasons behind the Munro

Scott expulsion incident too
was this) Our rulers need
badly to erase this image and
dispfay to the western world
that basic democratic rights
stili prevail in Sri Lanka. Thir-
dly, it is also one of their
aims, through these exercises,
to divert the mounting
oppesition of the people to the
economic burden which are
being regularly foisted upon
them.

“it was Premier Premadasa
who said that the people of
this country would time and
again be despatched to ‘‘poll-
ing queues’’ in [983. If that
be their plan what should be
our reaction to it ? Would

Follow the North, says ‘Desha Vimukti’

the question of even govern-
mental power, let alone the
question of state power, be
resolved by -any of these
“elections’’ ?  Further, how
would the masses of this coun-
try assess those progressives
of ours who once called for
the boycott of district councils
polls, should they now say
“let us participate in local
government elections ? "' |t
should be noted that the time

has come when even the J.V.P' .

ers having experienced the
hollowness of the district cou-

ncils, today say aloud *‘ boy-
cott the local government
elections’’.

“Even as regards an agita-
tion for a general elections in
1983 we have very little to
add. Ic is time that our politi-

(Continued on Page 7)
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One of the achievements of
Marx, whose death centenary
we commemorate on March
t4th, is that he penetrated
the mystique surrounding the
State and exposed its true

“historical origins.

Aplogists for capitalism had
~argued that the State (whose
main form is the armed forces

“but which includes the judici-

- ary, the jails, the highly paid
bureaucracy etc.) existed from

~the time that human civilisa-

“tion evolved and that it was a

<neutral body that stood above
society and above classes and

-did not take sides in the class

-struggle that went on in soci-
ety.

It is easy to disprove this
assertion. The State did not

-exist at the beginning of so-
ciety. It is something that

~grew only at a particular stage
of the development of society.
Two of the important organs

~of the State today are the
standing army and the police.
Let us see when these institu-
tions came into being.

The first
"’"Standing army

The standing army was first
established in England when
‘William [l returned to En-

-gland from Normandy. Before

that there was no standing
army anywhere in the world.
~'When kings or nobles went
to war, they recruited mer-
~cenary soldiers who were
disbanded at the end of the
war. It was much an.army

“that Moggallana marched from

“India against his brother Kas-

~sappa of Sigiriya fame.

Similarly, the police force

<came into existence in England

“for the first time during the
fatter part of thefirst half of
~the last cantury when Sir
‘Robert Peel, who was Home
“Secretary, introduced a Bill
“in Parliament for the establish-

»ment of a police force. That

«is why to this day the English

policeman is calied a ‘‘Bobbiy™

-a shortened form of Robert.
Thus, we see that the State

~as we know it today did not

~exist from time immemorial.
“in the primitive communal
-society, which existed at the

beginning of civilisation, there

was no state. This was be-

=cause the basis hid not yet

_ that,

the State

been created for the suppres-
sion of one class by another.
Classes had not yet come into
existence.

The reason for this was

because at that time
productive forces were at
such a low stage of develop-
ment, man did not produce
a surplus. Therefore, there

society. As class contradictions
developed and as society ad-
vanced to its subsequent sta-
ges, the need for a strong,
repressive state machinery
made itself felt. The standing
army and the police force
were established. A judicial
system and jails came into
existence. Little by little, the

that, without such a repre-
ssive state machinery, ex-
ploitation cannot last one
minute. Without the guns
in the hands of the armed
forces and the police, the
exploiting classes cannot
keep down the exploited,
who after all, constitute
the overwhelming majority

by

N. Sanmugathasan

. conclusion which he incorpo-

was no basis for the enslave-
ment of one man by another.
There was also no private

_ownership of the means of

production (which, then, was
the spear and the bow and
arrow) for the simple reason
that these could be fashioned
easily by anyone.

How was order maintained
in such a society? Each tribe
freely elected one among them
as the leader or the chieftain.
Usually, he was the person
physically most fitted to lead
them in the hunt and in war.
But he had no state machinery
neither an army nor a police
force-to enforce his author-
ity. He was voluntarily obe-
yed. Every one accepted his

-word. No powerful potentate

in the modern world ever
enjoyed the sincere respect
and obedienc2 accorded to a
tribal chief.

With the development of
the productive forces, man
learnt to create a surplus
through his labour and thus
created the basis for one man
to enslave another and the
coming into being of slave

state machinery grew until,
under capitalism when class
contradictions developed to
their highest point, the present
highly militarised state came
into existence. The armed
forces are the principal form
of this state machinery.

Thus, it can quite clearly
be grasped that the State
arose asaresult of the develop-
ment of classes and class con-
tradictions. That iswhy Marx
described the state as an ins-
trument of oppression of
one class by another. It is
not a neutral body standing
above classes and society. |t
is an instrument of oppression
by which the exploiting classes
keep the exploited classes in
subjection. It is an instrument

of the population in any
country. Anyone who has
parjicipated in a strike
d)s this. As soon as a
strike breaks out end at the
first telephone call of the
employer, a truck load of
police can be seen at the
gates of the strike—bound
factory. e
They have comes to safe-
guard, not the workers, but
the person and property of
the employer; And they have
come armed. It is the guns in
their hands that afford pro-
tection to the employer and his
class. Without those guns they
workers would not submit to
exploitation even for a day.
The army and the police are
the watch dogs of the capita-

that was gradually built up by~ lists. This is why Chairman

the exploiting classes to keep
the exploited classes down.
Itis the real force that gover-
ns in class society. Govern-
ments and parties come and
go. But this state machinery
goes on for ever, as long as
the system of exploitation
continues to exist.

It must be quite clear

Follow the North-Desha Vimukti

-(Continued from page6)

“<cians grasped the basic fact,

that as far as the masses are
~concerned, elections are not a
final objective. It is a path
“wh'ch they have tread time
=and again in order to get away
“from their numerous miseries;
~failing miserably on each occa-
sion.  We say that it is the
<duty of the progressives to re-
-deem the masses from this
“futile myth rather than culti-
" vating if further. However,

~our left, used as it is to de-

~cades of exhibitionism and
t parliamentarianism find differ-
~ent political paths totolly
cunfamiliar. These gentlemen,
*who do not desire to take a

more arduous or protracted
though more meaningful path,
say in unison‘‘we are adopting
parliament merely as a plat-
form™ and slip back to the
old, familiar, easy-futile path.
We ask them how it could
ever be the duty of the -left
to push the suffering masses
today towards the parliamen-
tary game which is the surest
method of sacrificing them to
one capitalist party or another.

“lc is our strong belief
that those who rtoday show
our masses a path external to
this game are the northern
youth. We are not embarking
here on a debate as to their
final objectives.  But jet us

state the facts clearly. The
people of the Jaffna penninsula
very clearly rejected the 1982
Presidentaial fraud’. A fact
that is often forgotten is that
even at the Referendum,
429 of the Jaffna voters
kept away from the polling
stations. ( The boycott ran
counter even to the calls of
the opportunistic leadership
of the T.U.L.F.). Yet it is the
youth of the north, clearly the
force behind the boycotts,
who have prior to" the 1982
electoral frauds as well as
thereafter, effectively hurt
this"’ government. Should we
not then learn a few basic
political lesson from them ?

Mao correctly observed that
“political power grows out
of the barrel of a gun.”” That
explains the Marxian theory
of the State in "a nut shell.

g JAFFNA COLLEGE

i 4

 BUNKER MEMORJAL LECTURES
1983

“Reflections on the Humanities in a

Democratic Culture®

By
Professor John Walter Bicknell

at

Trimmer Hall, Jaffna

on
Tuesday 22 March, 1983

at

6-00 p. m.

All are cdrdially invited.

&(.,

Y Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai.

It is the quintessence of
Marxism.

Marx taught that only by
smashing by force the repres-
sive, bourgeois state machi-
nery (i. e. by revolution) and |
replacing it by the state
machinery of the proletariat; |
which Marx termed the “dict-
atorship of the proletariat,”
can the working class over-
throw capitalism and usher in
socialism. [t would not jbe
possible for the working class
to take over and administer
the bourgeois state machinery.
It had to be smashed and re-
placed by the proletarian state
power. ‘

Marx and Engels themselves
had not come to final a conclu-
sion on what kind of a state
power would replace the bour-
geois state power when they
wrote the Communist Mani-
festo in 1848. It was only the
experiences of the Paris Com-
mune of {871 (which Marx
analysed within two days of
its defeat in his famous “‘The
Civil War- in France'’) that
enabled Marx to arrive at the

rated as the only correction
he-ever made to the Commu-
nist Manifesto in the last
joint preface by the authors,
written before Marx’s death.
Another question arises.
Will the state exist for all
times? Engels answered this
question by stating that in as
much as the state arose as a |
result of the emergence ®f
classes and class contradictions, |
along with the abolition of
classes and class contradictions
and the emergence of a class-
less society, the State wil ul-
timately “‘wither’” away. That
is, its functions of repression |

will become obsolete and, |
therefore, it will cease to -
exist. )

But the abolition of classes
and the emergence of a class-
less society will take a long
time and represents a histori-
cal epoch. Only at the end of
that period will classes disap-
pear and the state ‘‘wither

away.
\
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The Palmyrah Industry

city of 300 gallons to absorb

Parvathy Villa
Thikkam, ALVAI (P.O.)
The Editor,
Saturday Review
Sir,

Mr. Thevarajan writing in
the Saturday Review on the
Palmyrah Industry harks back to
the past. What of the present
and future? There is a vast
untapped market for palmyrah
arrack both in Sri Lanka and
abroad. The significant attri-
bute in Palmyrah Arrack is
the low percentage of fusel
oil (higher alcohol) which in
other distillates are removed
by maturing in casks. This gives
a mellow smooth drink. This
quality is further enhanced by
trace elements present in Pal-
myrah toddy which has an
inherently beneficial effect on
the drink, This combination of
properties makes it extremely
attractives to the foreign mar-
ket particularly in Scandinavian
countries. The present demand
for arrack is about 6 million
gallons, partly met by alcohol
fr®m cocount and molasses.

Already a potstill distillery
with a 200 gallon capacity is
in operation at Kaithady under
the auspices of the State Dis-
tilleries Corporation. This
setup has no nexus with the
Palmyrah Development Board.
in view of the large quantum
of unconsumed toddy going
down the drain daily, the Dis-

tricc Development Council
decided in its wisdom in
August 1981 to set up a

Patent Still in Thikkam (Point
Pedro electorate) with acapa-

the waste. It will become a
reality in April this year.

Last month the Finance Mi-
nistry initiated steps off its
own bat to set up a third Pot
Still distillate—500 gallon capa-
city. This will be run by the
Palmyrah Development Board,
although its infrastructure does
not permit it. This Project is
in the preliminary stage of
*‘calling for tenders’’ Nobody
knows whether this is for
home consumption or for ex-
port. If it is for the export
market, it is better to instal
foreign machinery'of a reputed
brand.

Recently the FAO sponsored
a workshop in Jaffna on the Pal-
myrah  Industry. Curiously
enough there was very little
talking at the workshop. Rost
of the delegates were tonguc-
tied as they were apparently
born two arracks below par.
It was not a status-symbol ori-
ented talking shop as there
was only a sprinkling of Mem-
_bers of Parliament-to be exact
only three were present.
Where were the rest? Not
even a message from the Mi-
nister of Regional Develop-
ment was read. According to
the local press, the conclusions
it reached go back to square
one-namely the recommenda-
tions made by the Sivasubra-
maniam Committee |1 years
ago in March 1972.

Round and round the mul-
berry bush! Otempora, O
mores!

Yours etc
M. Vadivetkarasan
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A Presidential opportunity
not to be missed

P. O. Box 406,
Bauchi, Nigeria.
28 th February 1983
The Editor,
*‘Saturday Review’’,
Dear Sir,

For quite a long time, |
have been following with great
interest the frank and outs-
poken comments by Mr. Ga-
mini Navaratne in his popu-
lar column; in his comments
of the 15 th of January 1983
he has decided to see the bet-
ter side of things No doubt
that occasional deviations may
work wonders. True enough,
President Jayawardene has
hurdled the Presidential elect--
ion and Referendum with un-
precedented success to have
more breathing time to com-
plete the economic process
which he started.

President Jeyawardene s

hailed as being ¢‘greater than
most of our ancient kings'’;
judged by any standards he
will ‘be all powerful for the
next six years and now is the
time for him to shed all paro-
chlal feelings, throw away the
garb of a poiitician and to act
as a true statesman. His mat-
ure political wisdom and his
long and wide experience must
be brought to bear to give
practical shape to attain the
much——publicised *‘JUST AND
FREE SOCIETY".

The muzzling of the free
press from time to time, cur-
bing the just and fair activities
of the Trade Unions, the un-

just detention and torture of '

many innocent youngsters by
the security forces either
under the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act or under the Em-
ergency are some of the dark

_ Jaturday

Review

Market Lahe,

« Manipay,
08-03-83.
The Editor,
Saturday Review,
Sir,

| read Mr. fan Gooneti-
lleke’s article-Go national
with English - (S.R.5-2-83.)
with an astonishment which
led me eventually to
wonder whether you had
read it yourself.  For had
you done so the internal
inconsistencies would have
aroused your editorial con-
cern — to spike or not to
spike the article. One sho-
uld not be surprised if-your
correspondent like many
others in Sri Lanka gets
caught up in the cliches of
militant Singhaputras.

However it strikes me

that Mr. lan Goonetilleke

TR

lan’s grip
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is the only Englishman sur-
viving in Sri Lanka along
with his cater cousin Mild-
red from Mentmore(Week-
end Sun). He rises up like
an old issue of the Morn-
ing Star edited by Armand
de Souza. Who else writes
Queen’s English these days
apart from Godfrey Goone-
tilleke of the Marga Insti-
tute, Ajit Samaranayake of
the Island, Mervyn de Silva
of the Lanka Guardian, not
forgetting you Mr, Editor.
Why is lan Goonetilleke
griping about the Governor
General, his namesake be-
decked in his imperial rega-
lia in a commemoration
stamp issue ?

It is not for nothing that
Mrs. Shanti Arulanantham
has done her valiant best
to boost the British Coun-

Night.
would perhaps have watched
better performancesof Twe-
Ifth Night by the Old Girls
of Chundikuli in a bygone
era produced by Miss. E.M,
Thillaiampalam.
us who have
for the banquet of English,
Literature
more English better English
and Queen’s English mode-
lled by your correspondent,
a top notch wordsmith.

!
cil production of Twelfth r
)
i

Mrs. Mayanthie

(Editor's Note: Arer't we
glad that we did not consign
lan Goonetilleke's gripings to
the spike ?
we have provoked these plea-
sant musings from Market
Lane, Manipay? —Editor SR)

As a toddler she

Those of
arrived late

still pine for

Yours etc,

Arunachalam

How else could

Absence of safety during crises
have driven Tamils to separatism

P.O. Box 5902,
Bahrain.

The Editor,

‘Saturday Review’
Dear Sir,

The letter by M.H.M.Saheed
(SR 19-02-83) is thought pro-
voking, more so because Mr.
Saheed is the President of All
Ceylon Moors Association.

His idea of establishing
four provincial administrations
fcr the major ethnic groups
(Up country Sinhalese, Low
Country Sinhalese, Tamils and
Muslims) and a central govern-
ment in Colombo appears to
be a pragmatic solution for a
cosmopolitan country  like
Sri Lanka. However, one won-
ders whether Is it not too
late to try out this hypothesis
as a remedy for the problems
of the Sri Lankan Tamils, who
have been led the one way
path of SEPARATION, over
the years by the racist regimes
of the country. Whether the
Tamils would accept a provin-
cial administration with fair
autonomy as a permanent so-
lution remains a question to
be answered with the passage
of time.

However, in the political
history of a nation, no one
can spell out with any degree
of certainty a permanent so-
lution to a national problem.
Solutions to a national problems
have to be evolved with the
course of time. Let alone, the
eventuality of these provincial
administrations in Sri Lanka,
it is certainly a fertile topic

for critical analysis in the
forums of your courageous

journal.

After all the people of a

nation, and not the ‘‘short

sighted’* politicians are the
ultimate judges of the solu-
tion to any national problem.
Ad-

ministrations are set up with

Once a set of Provincial

language rights and fair degree
of autonomy in - the practical
sense, and the people at large
are happy and contented, na-
turally any cry for separation
will lose its momentum.
Once separate entities with
‘Equality of opportunity’ and
right to exercise human liber-
ties are established for one

and all in one part of the

country or other, all the eth=-
nic groups are bound to co-
exist with Self-respect and®
feeling of SECURITY.

It must be realized that-
the feeling or the firm
belief that, no part of

the country is safe and secure.
at times of crisis, has beem
the driving force which led
even the elite of Tamils, who-
were born and bred in Colom~
bo also to the decisive soluti—

on of a separate state.

So, if the provincial admi--
nistrations can provide Self—-
respect and Self—esteem to all
the ethnic groups, well it
could be a very palatable solu--
tion to most of our problems .

Isn’t it?

Further, this could weF| Be=>

the last resort for Hon. §. R..
Jayawardene to accomplish. his;
cherished dream of ‘States—
manship,” by oozing out the:
glue to keep the falling parts.

of the country intact.

Your admirer

S.K. Karunaharam_

patches that have made- seri-
ous inroads into the shape of
**just and fair’’ society Presi-
dent Jayawardene has as his
goal. Nobody with a fair atti-
tude ever challenges the fact
that all culprits should be bro-
ught to book but under the

normal Laws of the land——"

an action that will hail Presi-
dent Jayawardene a true de-
mocrat in word and deed.

The Dharmista and the bui-
let are poles apart and the
waiiings——of those who have
lost their bread——winners or

their cherished ones of those
who are discriminated against
on the basis of language or
religion, of those who were at
the receiving end of the secu-
rity forces, of those who have
lost their basic democratic
Tights—will never go toshape
the JUST AND 'FAIR DEMO-
CRATIC SOCIETY-—— Instead,
repression in any form will
make it a far flung ideal.

Now is the big chalienge
to President Jayawardene to
utilise the mandate and autho-
rity given by the people io

clear through partisan feelings:
and to show the world that he.
is a true democrat, a mature.
statesman and a real PHILOSO--
PHER KING in whose realm.,
JUST AND FAIR things hap-
pen, where all feel that they-

“are free and independent citi-

zens under the normali RULE
OF LAW and where HUMAN -
RIGHTS are ensured. He must
not miss this golden and rare
opportunity to create a happy
land where all could live as:
pezceful znd peace-—loving-
citizens.
V, Sivasupramaniam



Principal Kadirgamar, Ch-
cairman and Members of the
Board of Trustees, Parents,
Members of the Faculty,
Alumni and students, Ladies
& Gentlemen.

As | have said to several
other audiences in Jaffna and
Colombo, it is a great honour
“for Mrs. Bicknell and me to
ke invited to be in Sri
Lanka with you and especi-
ally to be asked to be prin-
cipal guests at this Prize-
~giving. It has been a won-
derful experience for us to
“be here at Jaffna College,
“to renew old acquaintances
and friendships, to form new
~ones, to smell the old frag-
rances, to hear again the old
sounds, whether they be the
clip—clop of bullock feet on
“the pavement or the shrieks
of “kuil”’ in the morning or
~of “kili” in the late after-
noon, to see the familiar
but ancient rhythmic move-
ments of the paddy harvest,
and to walk and talk among
you as we once did nearly
“fifty years ago; to talk in
the faculty and work with
students.

What is a
prize?

| have been asked, as you
~<an see from the programme
o say a few words at a
time to you when you par-
~ents are impatient to see
_your children get their pri-
zes, when you students are
anxious ‘to receive them, and
when you faculty members
are eager to see your star
pupils get their recognition.
You would really prefer not
to have me say anything, |
~expect, but | promise not
to trouble you long; but |
~do hope to trouble you!
What is a prize! In one
- definition a prize is some-
“thing one rtakes by _force,
a8 a prize fighter or pirate

does, but since this s a
“prize giving, not a prize
snatching, we can set that

definition aside. A prize is
< also defined as something won
in a competition, or as some-
“thing to be valued, or the
act of valuing, as when we
say “'l prize your friendship”’.
This definition is more apt,
“for in a real sense those
who receive prizes today have
competed, (and fairly | trust)
for something we all value,
or intellectual  experience,
and athletic  prowess. S WWe
are here to recognise their
achievement and award them
“some outward sign of that
: achievement,

Education and

- Society
e
For the prize itself js not
what  will be placed in their
hands or recorded in their
school record: no, the quality

prized will be what acry.
- ally went into the educat-
ional process — the mastery

- of information, and the ex-
perience of using it, or think-
ing about it. And it s pre-

« cisely the educational process

shrinkage!

that interests me as an edu-
cator and a human being
concerned not only with the
future of my own country
but the future of Sri Lanka.

| hope it concerns you parents,

teachers, and the students
gathered here today. While
one cannot say that the kind
of education a generation
experiences solely determines
the future of a society, there
is no doubt that it has a
significant effect. To ask there-
fore what kind of education
we have in Sri_ Lanka
now is to ask what is to
be the future of Sri Lanka
in 20 years? What kind of
world do you want to live
in 20 years from now?

Professor John Walier and
E/x-'an geline  Bicknell

turday . Review \

na Co'ﬂgée,

o

formation as though they were
geese. A former Prize-Giving
Speaker remarked from this
platform that not only was
there no free education in
Sri Lanka, there was no edu-
cation at all except perhaps
in some of the private colle-
ges; there was only teaching,
but what he describes is har-
dly what | would call teaching
— | would call it the art of
- stuffing.

I know what you will say:
the government schools are
ineffectlve, the teachers are
badly prepared, our children
will not get on unless they
pass their O-Levels or their
A-Levels; there
5000 places in the University
even if 10,000 qualify, What
am | todo, you will say? Who
are you to tell me | am doing
the wrong thing when you do
not live here and know noth-
ing about it? Well you have a
point, but | assure you, the
same thing is happening in my
country, though perhaps not
in the.same way. And | have
some claims to be interested
in education in Sri Lanka.

Listen to this little story
from an alumnus of laffna
College. He told me that he
had recently met a doctor who
when asked if he were going to
see the Shakespeare play in Jaff-
na, answered “Who is Shakes-

by Professor John Walter Bicknell
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peare?’” My alumnus friend was
shocked, but not I, for | knes®
that even in  America one
might get such an answer, byt
that certainly if asked who
Kalidasa was or about the Gita

What | am getting at may
be illustrated from a famous
chapter in  Twain’s “‘Tom
Sawyer'’ in which Tom man-
ages to win a prize in Sun-

day School by trading off
tickets that the other stu-
dents earned until he has

the required number to re-
ceive the Ist Prize — the
Bible: when asked to recite
the verses that he presum-
ably had learned in order to
win the prize, he was left
in embarrassed silence.’

Or we can recall T. H.
Huxley's remark that students
ought to pass out and ought
to learn, but the fact is,
he lamented, that ‘“they do
Pass and they don't learn’.
We are all familiar with the
tyoe, but perhaps the point
can be highlighted by Lincoln’s
riddle: “|f 3 pigeons are
sitting on a fence and you
have shot one, how many
are left?’’ The obvious
swer is ;easy, but as Lincolr
told his friends it would be
wrong, for with the sound
of the gun, the other two
pigeons would fiy away, and
none would be left. The first

answer - 2 - wouyld probably

8°t you a pass, but would
prove you have learned very
little. :

My conversations with tea-
chers and students in Sri
Lanka thus far suggest (un-
fortunately) that my three
illustrations are not mere

an= |

jokes. One reads of tuition
boutiques getting examination
questions in advance. or of
students transferring from one
locale to another in order
to have a better chance of
qualifying for the University
(the Tom Sawyer device);
one hears of students get-
ting material for examinations
by heart and writing it down
regardless of the question, and
university lecturers complain
to me that students can re-
produce information by rote
but cannot think about what
they know or what it means.

The questions change from
Year to year, one professor
said, “‘but the answers remain
the same”’. In short students
are passing, not learning, and
as for wisdom, “‘it crieth out
in the streets and no man att-
ends it’’, as Falstaff put it

over 400 years ago. What do

we want ? A generation of
young men and women with
Cassettes and tape recorders
in their heads instead or bra-
ins ? A generation that does-
nt know how to think or how
to deal with a question unless
there is a tutor or ahandbook
nearby to give them the ans-
wer.? A nation of young buc-
kets empty unless someone
fills them up? Is that what
you parents want? (s that
what you students want to be?
| cannot really believe it, and
yet it is hard not to believe it
when we sce how much money

or Rama and Slta most Ameri-

t
People are ready to spend a cans would draw a blank.

tuition boutiques, cramming
their children’s minds with in- (Continued Overlear)
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Modernlman is essentially
an incomplete man; having re-
nounced the religion for which

't he was born, he is losing rap-

idly the culture that is based
on that religion and humanity
that is based on that culture.

Evelyn Waugh, the cele-
brated writer of contempo-
rary England clealt with this
theme in his novels which are
a rage with English readers
long after his death.

Sri Lanka which has .seen

centuries of alien rule fits in
with the theme though writers
of Waugh's calibre had not
dealt with it in story or song.
But we had something better
—workers in the field who
kindled the lamp of native
culture in huts and hamlets
throughout the country.
A rich Beggar: It wasa
lively meeting full of wit and
humour. It was a rapid revi-
sion of the clossal work done
by this hero of a hundred fights
the king of the realm that
stretched from Delft in the
high seas off Kayts to Badulla
near Kataragama the sylvan
shrine in further south. * He
was indeed a king of a State,
but the Emperor of a great
cause. Talking to this legen-
dary figure with due reverence
and admiration | could gather
that he had nothing to call his
own; that he needed nothing;
his family had been left to
fend for themselves. He said,
he was no reformer, savant,
philosophier or statesman, but
agsimple plain blunt man that
continued the great work sta-
rted by Navalar. He summed
up by saying ** All school sho-
uld be state schools; the free-
dom of the child’s infinitely
greater than the freedom of
the parent with religious indi-
fference. Of all freedoms re-
ligious freedom is the most
precious’’

It is good to remember
this truly honourable man.
National Heroes — Ana-

rize-ay Ade\ss:‘ow sad hrinkae!

Saturday Review

‘'man called

‘Hindu Board

Rajaratnam’

garika Dhammapala in the Sou-
th and Sri La Sri Arumuga
Navalar of the North rank as
national heroes whose genius
did mnch to dispel the hybrid
culture that enalaved the peo-
ple of this country ages past.

Though the Anagarika con-
tinues to Inspire the Sinhala
people and their  Buddhist
faith which has gained inter-
national recognition, Sri la Sri
Arumuga Navalar who worked
for national upliftment and felt
proud of being a Ceylonese,
has not attained the recogni-

champion reformer of the Hi-
ndus’ and Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan who entered the
Council after him, mainly on
the efforts of Navalar, cleared
the ground and paved the way
for building Saiva Schools for
the Hindu Children — a pro-
ject that was obstructed by
many an oppressive legislative
that favoured the foreign mis-
sionery in his rapid establish-
ment of Christian schools in
towns and remote villages of
the Jaffna District.

Then came ‘‘Honourable’

lar to me “and would not
allow me to rest till | tran-
slated Navalar's dream into
reality,”” was the late Raja-
ratnam’s tribute to this in-
termediary between the two.
~ The Hindu Board of Edu-
cation founded about the end
of 1923 activated this en-
terprise which in the edu-
cational history of this cou-
ntry would be a fitting su-
bjedt for a doctoral thesis:
but to the the ordinary man
and woman it kindled the
lamp of learning in many a

by

- N. Sabaratham

tion which is his due in Free
Ceylon. Noris it difficuit to
see why when the two comm-
unities are getting far apart.
Navalar’s pioneering w
in the educational field takes
us to the subject of this title.
“Hindu Schools for Hindu
children every where’’ was
the quest that fired Navalar
in all his labours in Sri Lanka
and South india. Translated
educationally his dictum was
that the evironment. that a
school provides is the largest
single factor contribution to
the gradual evaluation of the

distinct personality of the
child.
Fore — Runners: Sir Mut-

tucumaraswamy, the first Ta-
mil Legislative Councillor who
described Navalar as ‘ the

Rajaratnam a young, smart,
tall and unbending young
cricket playing lawyer elected
to the 1924 ‘Legislative
Council which happily lasted
for seven years. A simple
pleasant looking man called
Arunasalam from Karainagar

who had spent a huge for-

tune and all his energies on
the Saiva cause started Raja-
ratnam on. Saiva Training
College for teachers. It was
the need for an army of
teachers that delayed the
Rennaisance of Saive Schools
for Saiva children who were
hitherto debarred from wear=
ing Holy Ash if they went
to a Christian School.
“The villain of the piece
is that wonderful man who
carried the message of Nava-

humble home that was abi®
to keep its traditional way
of life intact.

Metamorphosis. Architect
of the Hindu Board quit
politics for full time work
in the Board in
to the end of his life he
was indeed the Hindu Board
itself. Like Sri Kanthiah Vai-
thianathan about two decades
later who renounced politics
after  being a Cabinet Minis=
ter to the service of the
Lord of Ketheeswaram, Hon-
ourable Rajaratnam ceased to
be ‘‘Honourable’’ and was
engaged in the really honour-
able task of defending and
protecting the freedom of
the child.

When the take—over of

March 19, 1983

1931: and.

Schools came in December-
1960, he graciously handed:
over a network of about:
180 Tamil Schools, seven:
English Schools of secondary
status, |5 weaving schools.
and 16 handicraft centres to.
the State. He retained the.
only orphanage he personnaly
managed to the end of his
life his last love and the-
best monument to his phi--
lanthrophy and humanity.

Feeling relaxed in his eighties:
he called on me in my home.
to seek admission to his pro--
tege who accompanied him.
Lo and behold ! What a met--
amorphosis in the man whom
| had seen in my teens coated,
suited and turbaned, witha.
moustache that meant business; ;.
| had seen him later even in;
his national dress
inevitable cigar and the China.
silk shawl that deserved to be-
retired on account of age. But:
here ‘'was a completely differ-.
ent man getting out of his:
rickety car and baleaging him--
self on his wooden standals, .
loeking like the Sages of Old:
and still declaring that he was:
in ‘loco parentis’ to met the-
Principal of Jaffna Hindu Coll--
ege— ‘to beard the lion in his.
den’ were his words. He was.
a vertitable picture  ofy
Peace and Goodwill.

(Continued from Page 9)

The real question is
whether your children are
to be nourished on some
of the mental food to be
found ‘in your own classic
literature, art and  music,
whether Buddhist, Hindu or
Muslim—and perhaps from
some Western masterpieces
translated into Tamil. In the
Prize giving Address | just
mentioned, the Principal of
University College, Colombo,
spoke mournfully of *'genera-
tions of students who can
read and write their mother
tongue but know nothing of
our great writers and poets
or of their writings.” How
many here, one might ask.
have read through the book
of wisdom written ty Tiru-
valluvar, a weaver and a pariah
from the Mzdras area, who
centuries ago gave to the
world his Kural,now translated
inte many many other tongues?
Hcw many of you know who

Kalidasa was or have read or
seen his great play Sakuntala,
as | saw it performed hefe in
Jaffna perhaps 55 or 60 years
ago.?

What is the value of all
that, you may ask, what does
it matter, literature art, music,
philosophy and history? | shall
deal with this at length on
another platform, but let me
mzke a brief attempt here to-
day. i will not claim too much
we know from recent history
that'people of the highest so-
called education and culture
can become human monsters
as in the Concentration Camps
of Germany to mention only
the most obvious example. Be
that as it may, my first point
is that we need to educate
ourselves :nd others as human
beings. We are born men and
women; shall we live and die
as men and women of as com-
puters, tape-recorders?

My father used to say
that one of the saddest life

summaries he ever heard
was this: “he was born a
man and died a boutique-
keeper.”’ It was not that
he had anything against
boutique keepers; one
might just as well say he
was born a man and died
a surgeon; or she was born
a woman and died a nurse.

and books and the society
about them they would be-
come pieces of human beings,
ploughs not humans ploughing,
a typewriter not a person who
_types, a welding torch not a
man welding, an M.P. not a
man or woman who sits in
parliament. In short the per-

ingful or if the policy of the-

minister makes sense.

Some critical study of the.
best thatis known and thought -
in the world’’ can at least put
us in touch with authors whe-

have asked the fundamenta™

. . . . a human being ending

up as his or her vocation

No, what shocked my. fa-
ther was the fact of the
shrinkage; a human be~
ing had become his or her
vocation.

He no doubt remembered
the American philosopher and
writer, Emerson, who called
a scholar ‘‘man thinking’’ and
told his feliow countrymen
that unless they studied nature

son thut narrowed has not
only shrunk from the child
who heard the birds and wat-
ched the stars and asked *‘ain
(why) Uppah, ain Ummah" to
a limited and docile instru=
ment of the bureaucrat or
foreman who is delighted that
you never ask why or wonder
if what you are doing is mean-

what the

sounds

questions about human life and”
such ideas as truth, justice,
beauty and love as well as the .

- ‘artists who have shown us:

world looks and:

like and how chaos

may be harmonized.

To be continued next weelk

with the.
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Govt. tampering Wi
justice: L.S.S.P. protest

Chief
Justice in regard to Govern-

actions have created the
fear that what is being
sought to be done is to
remove from the courts o

“Recent Government
actions constitute a threat
to the administration of

~ justice. We enter our . 1
strongest protest” says the law in Sri Lanka that
Lanka Sama  Samajist degree of independence it

Party in a statement issued has maintained.

ggcr;?:ry’l)ar%:' 1(3}:::16;?5 “Let it be remembered
“Soysa. that .thIS Govgrnment made
: the inauguration of the

Here is the full text of present Constitution the
the statement: occasion to  deprive of

office judges to whom the
guarantee had been givgn
earlier of continuance 1n
office pending good be-
haviour.

“Government’s  behavi-
our towards the Supreme
Court has created the fear
of a serious and dangerous
interference with the course
of justice. Whatever defects
theré have been in the
system of administration of
justice in Sri Lanka there
has persisted in the public
mind a confidence in the
judiciary to the extent that
it has been believed that
whatever the political lean-
ings judges may have, the
Judiciary will not neces-
sarily lend itself to being
the mere instrument of a
Government to do what-
ever the Government wants
it to do. Government’s

Flashback-Big Match ’82

Victor Kiruparaj

“In the midst of public
agitation about Presidential
Elections and Referendums
last year, the Government
released to the press, for
no apparant reason, the
correspondence between
His Excellency, the Presi-
dent, and His Lordship,
the Chief Justice, in respect
of a matter which touched
upon the status and indep-
endence of the Supreme
Court. From recent actions
of Government, it would
appear that  the fears

It was the Battle of the North—The 84th,

The Johnian last pair, Wigna—Wijaya both

For Twenty Nightmarish Overs, they stood their ground
When Contral’s Uma-Tom did hurl and tear and pound
To no avail; St. John’s did turn certain Defeat

Into a Nerve Tinkling Draw—What a splendid Treat!
Central’s cheers, jeers and songs no more did rent the air,
A Death-like ‘Silence prevailed after such dismal fare.
St. John’s had indeed performed for well-Tutored Role,
Gluing themselves to the stumps; wasn’t it their Goal!
Central at One Hundred and Eighty-Two for four,
Did sit pretty at close of play on first day-phew:

With lead of Forty-Three, innings they could have closed,
And sent in St. John’s again, they could then have scored-
The Deficit cleared, and then switched on to normal play;
Wouldn’t it have paved the way for Central’s Final Say!
But Central, for hours two, did carry on regardless

On Second day; such Mammoth Score was all needless

For records we shall go—her mentors seemed to coo,
It was Paul the Centurion, they all seemed to woo;
When Central at huge Three Hundred and Nine for five
Did declare—they near gave thought to keep game alive.
Such late closure-saw St. John’s their shutters lower,
At tea, the score read a Hundred and one for four;

With yet a deficit of Sixty Nine to clear—

To avoid the innings, they ne’er seemed to care;
When all did now point to a dull and tame affair,
Uma struck Terror—Wrought Havoc, five scalps his share;
There was much jubilation in Jaffna Central’s Camp,
They all did rave and rant and turn and twist and stamp,
Nine wickets had fallen with an hours play still left,
The match seemed well in Central’s bag—so sure and deft
But the Johnian last pair had ideas other,

The vicious swings of Uma-Tom ne’er did them bother:
These heroes did dourly defend, with Bat, Pad and Limb
Till Stumps—looking none the worse for Ordeal grim.

the North,

Saturday Review

entertained by the

ment’s . attitude to. the
Supreme Court were not
unfounded. The Govern-
ment’s decision to pay the

- fine imposed by the Sup-

reme Court upon an As-
sistant  Superintendent of

Police where the Supreme

Court has held him respons-
ible for the violation of a
fundamental right enshrin-
ed in this Government’s
own Constitution, and his
immediate  promotion to
the position of Superint-
endent destroy public con-
fidence that the Courts can
be resorted to as a means
of safeguarding the funda-
mental rights said to be
recognised by the Constitu-
tion.

“The recent steps taken

to inquire. into the behavi- | livi
aqur of judges of the Sup-;

reme Court appear to carry

. further the impairment of

the status and powers of
the  Supreme Court.

“All these actions con-

stitute a threat not only to
the administration of justice
but to the existence of
democratic institutions. We
enter our strongest protest
against this course of action

GG s L

slam the Budget

The 1983 budget could
prove to be the death knell
of Capitalism,says the Gove-
rnment Clerical Services Uni-
on in apress statementsign-
ed by the General Secretary,
Mr. Gunasena Mahanama.

The  statement  says:
“Doling out Rs. 100/- to
those drawing below Rs.
1,000/- is a sugar coated
pill and has not brought
any relief to the working
class. This is aggravated
by the decision taken not
to increase  the present
amount paid for every
point gncrease in cost of

Andex at the rate of
Rs. 2/- ‘Increase of guar-

anteed price of paddy by
Rs. 5/- has no effect in the
face of spiralling cost of
fertilizers, agro chemicals
and utensils. ... :
“The Government  has
warned the masses now
itself to be - prepared to
suffer the consequences of
all these. But we like to-
point out that the down
trodden = masses are not
prepared to carry out the
instructions of this Govern-
ment- who pamper capital-
“The only remedy is to
accelerate the expulsion of

the treacherous U.N.P.
Government.  This could
be done only by the

organized working class.”

JAFFNA’S BIG MATCHES ARE ON!

Victor Kiruparaj writes.:

By the time the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW is on the
public paper . stands on
Saturday 19th March, the
two BIG MATCHES of
the  85the
prestigeous BATTLE bet-
ween Jaffna Central and
St. John’s and the 66th
BATTLE OF THE GOLDS
between St.
Jaffna College will have
reached their  penultimate:
stage—be it, a heart throb-
bing hair raising ‘affair’ or
a dull and insipid ‘fare’.

The picturesque Jaffna
Central Maidan and the
Patrician grounds will be
a hive of activity with a
cacophonous  accompani-
ment this afternoon of the
second and final day.

V. Paul Prahalathan a
fifth year coloursman cum
allrounder leads Jaffna
Central, while R. Mahinda
another all-rounder  skip-
pers St. John’s.

S.L.P. Melanius, a fine
all-rounder  Captains the
Patrician outfit while an-
other good all-rounder B.
Gnaneshan - leads Jaffna
College. .

The Jaffna Central and
St. John’s appear to be
evenly matched. Tall scor-
ing has been their promin-
ent feature. Sad to say
that poor atrocious field-
ing has been their main
lapse.

Patrick’s and -

As for the Patrician—
Jaffna College encounter,
the former appear to have
an edge over the Iletter.

The glorious uncertain-
ties of KING CRICKET
was proved beyond doubt
last year when St. John’s

from the throes of an im-,

minent  innings  defeat,
miraculously ‘survived’
twenty nightmarish overs
to force a NERVE TINGL-
ING draw. :

Alongside is a. FLASH
BACK (March 1982) of the
84th ENCOUNTER- the
NERVE TINGLING AF-
FAIR in VERSE or is it
WORSE! :

The scores at a glance of
the four matches played
last week:

1. Hartley trounced Maha-
jana by an  innings.
Hartley 1st Innings 279
Mabhajana 1st Innings 124
2nd Innings 151

2. St. Patricks beat Mani-
pay Hindu by 82 runs.
St.Patricks Ist Innings 200
2nd Innings 92wkts. Swkts.
decleared : e
Manipay Hindu Ist Innings
103, 2nd Innings 107

3. Union drew with Jaffna
College.
Union Ist Innings 61
Jaffna College Ist Innings
. 70, 2nd Imnings 27 for 5.

4. St. John’s drew with Jaf-
fna Hindu.
St. John’s 1st Innings 178
2nd Innings 37 for 3.

~ Jaffna Hindu Ist Innings
179 for 9. 2nd Innings
92 for 8. .

Alliance Test.

CONSULT WORLD—RENOWNED
HINDU ASTROLOGER

ACCURATE prediction about Marriage, Status,
Assets, Health, Children, Education etc., based on
Hindu astrology. QUALITY SERVICE on Marriage
Alliance, Business Alliance etc. : oy

Send accurate date of birth, time, place and sex
with U.S. §.23-00 for Five Year Reading or Marriage

U.S. §.36-00 for Comprehensive Reading.
U. S.$. 95-00 for Life Reading, period by period.

Dr. Pundit K. N. Navaratnam, A.F. A,
211, Navalar Road, Jaffna, SriLanka.
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visit to his constituency.

An unscheduled
stop for new M.P.
Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam, the new TULF MP for

Vaddukoddai, was ‘initiated’ into the hazards of life in
Jaffna—especially at night—on his maiden official

~ He was “blooded”, while he was on his way last
Saturday (Mahasivarathri) to the famous Sivan Temple
at Karainagar known to devotees as ‘Eelathu Chidam-
baram’ after a reception at Moolai, when around 8 p.m.
his car was stopped at Ponnalai by security forces.

Neelan had to get down from his car and bashfully
introduce himself as the MP for Vaddukkoddai before
security personnel waved him on!

German campaign
against Terrorism Act

An association for end-
angered peoples in  West
Germany (GESELLSCH-
AFT FUR BEDROHTE
VOLKER) has sent Presi-
dent Jayawardene 406
signatures of persons pro-
testing against  arbitrary
arrest and detention of
priests and others under
the Prevention of Terror
ism Act. :

In a letter addressed to
the President Dr. Tessa
Hofmann says: ‘Please let
me add that the citizens
of my country indirectly
support your Government
by their taxes.
receiving tremendous fin-
ancial support from our
- government. Citizens of

CHAVAKACHCHERI
SEMINAR

A Seminar on “DEVEL-
OPMENT STRATEGY
THROUGH GRAMODA-
YA AND PRADESHAYA
MANDALAYAS” will be
held with the co-operation
of the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation at Chavakach-
cheri Ladies’ College on
Saturday, the 19th beginn-
ing at 8.30 a.m.

You are-

‘l

this country may therefore
demand that the interna-
tionally recognized stand-
ards of human rights regul-
ations and  dfmocratic
behaviour is also tched
by the authorities of your
country.

We shall continue our
signature collection  until
the day we learn about the
abolition” of the Prevention
of “Ferrorism Act.”

NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NEWS ITEM

D. S. K. Sitrampalam
Secretary, University - of
Jaffna Teachers’ Associa-
tion writes:

“With reference to the
news item concerning the

| visit of the University of

Jaffna Teachers’ Associa-
tion delegation to  the
Gurunagar Army Camp

appearing in the front page
of the “SATURDAY RE-
VIEW” dated 12th March
1983, I wish to make it
clear that the U.J.T.A. is
not in any way -responsible
for the contents of the said
item. Please publish this
in your next issue to
clarify the position of the
delegation.”

Budget pinch 1s yet to come ...

(Continued from page 2)
Of course  there are
several illegitimate ways of
making money, such as by
running kasippu dens, book—
ies or whore shops, or indulg—
ing in bribery and robbery.
And increasing numbers of
people appear to be taking
up these trades or vocations,
with the police

turning a blind eye.

generally

It will be several weeks, if
not months, before the full
impact of the latest round
of price increases will come
to be felt by the mass of
the people. The resulting
mass discontent may be of
such a magnittude as fto
rock the Government. By
then it would be difficult to
find anyone who would say
that he ever voted UNP!

Printed at St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, 360, Mqin Street,
Jaffna, for the publishers New Era Publications Ltd., 118,

" 4th Cross Street, Jaffna on March 19th, 1983. Registered
as a newspaper at the General Post

QJ/101

Office, Sri Lanrka under

Saturday Review
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give hint of

[~

loss of fa

th

in the T.U.L.F

A call to build a viable
organization at grass-roots
level‘ to form a Constituent
Assembly for Tamil Eelam
has been made by the Eelam
Tamils Association of Amer-
ica. This organization of
Ceylon Tamils based in
Massachusetts urges an all-
party effort among the Ta-
mils to establish a new and
vibrant group of people who
will spearhead the movement
for independence.

In what could be interpreted
as an obliqueé criticism of the
TULF policies the statement
is signed by the Secretary
General Mr. T. Sritharan
who at one time worked in
close rapport with the TULF
Leadership.

Parliamentary

politics

Here is the full statement
sent to the SATURDAY
REVIEW by Mr. Sritharan
who is also a member of the
five-man FEelam Liberation
Council in America:-

“The Eelam Tamils As-
sociation of America, at the
Committee Meeting held on
February 15, 1983 in Boston
studied the latest position
in Eelam and Sri Lanka.
At this meeting it was
observed that J. R. has
rolled up and stacked in a
corner the ever so popular
general election  scenario.
There is no question of
waiting for  the general
election so that the next
government may do some-
thing for = the Tamils.
Perhaps Sri Lanka may
have to wait longer than
six years to see another
general election.  Perhaps
never will it. see one.

“More than three preci-
ous but tragic decades have
elapsed in our playing the
election game in a futile
attempt to find national
self-respect. ;

“The recent referendum
has clearly indicated two
things: 1. The support for
Eelam. 2. A clear “NO”

for the continuation of the
present Government and
therefore any sort of parti-
cipation in that Govern-
ment by our leaders.

“The TULF
wait for any more ‘‘clear’’
statement than this from the
people.

“Let us make ourselves
clear to all that our policy
is not to get involved in
Ceylon parliamentary polit-
ics with the idea of getting
a seat in the power structure.
Far from it, we prefer to
mind our own business of
developing a nation for our
people. =~ However, any
means, if it will help us
towards our goal is worthy
of being used. 1t is in this
sense that we say that the
next district  elections
should be used to build
a viable organization at
grass roots level to form a
Constituent Assembly  for
Tamil Eelam.

“Let this be an all party
effort to establish a new
and vibrant group of
people who will spearhead
the movement for indep-
endence. Discarding mean-
ingless competition amongst
ourselves let us band to-
gether as single = minded
nation and act with res-
ponsibility.

“All we who have pledged
for the creation of Tamil
Eelam should come for-
ward to participate in this
election solely for the
purpose of forming our
new nation. ;

The immediate strategy
would be: 1. To demand
the  withdrawal of the
armed forces from Eelam
areas. 2. To demand the
release of all | political
prisoners who were arrested

need not '

under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act and to see

that this heinous legisla-
tion is ‘repealed. 3. To
implement the wishes of

Tamils at the referendum
and the TULF’s decision
to resign from Parliament
with effect from August
1983.

“It would be
naive and futile to expect
any form of redress through
negotiations with any Sinha-
lese government. The gov-
ernment is well aware of
our problems as document-
ed in the UNP manifesto
before the election. If they
have any  semblance of
sincerity or goodwill to-
wards the Tamils, they can
very well do what is to be
done "without our bargain-
g or negotiations.

No more

negotiations

“Even to implement their
own manifesto regarding ‘the
Tamils, there should be' a
change of heart. There is an
acute shortage of ‘‘heart”
among the Sinhalese politi-
cians. Also it would be
folly to expect them to com-
mit political ‘‘harakiri’’> by
‘trying to speak in favour
of Tamils.

“Let us put a stop to

this kind of expectations of

humane justice from | the
Sinhalese  rulers. Any
further  continuation of

such expectation by Tamil
leaders should be clearly
understood not as a “mis-
take caused by lack of
understanding,” but as a
callous attitude
our nation.

“No more ' negotiations.
No more bargaining. Let
us act!” : j

A joke’s a serious thing!

““President Jayewar—
dene invited President
Fidel Castro to pay an
official visit to Sri Lanka.

“‘President Castro jok—

ed: “Have you got Mr.

. Reagan’s sanction?”’
CEYLON DAILY
NEWS”, Wednesday,
March 16, 1983.
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