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Editorial

That feeling of being counted out

There was a perplexing news item in a national
Sunday newspaper the other day. It read: “Arrange-
ments are being made to issue passports in Kandy
and Galle. This move comes in the wake of a
Government decision last week that the issue of
passports should be decentralised to minimise
inconvenience to the public who travel from
far away areas to Colombo...... President has
asked the Minister of Labour to find jobs for one
hundred thousand Sri Lankans in West Asia and
the  Government is concerned that they should
get their travel papers with the least trouble™.

We read the report twice over, but no, there
was no reference to Jaffna or Batticaloa. What is
the thinking behind the Government decision? On
the face of it it would appear that Jaffnais not a
“far away area'. But how can that be when
Kandy and Galle are both 116 kilometers away
while Batticaloa and Jaffna are 303 and 396 kilo-
meters away? If the idea is to ‘“‘minimise incon-
venience to the public” don't Jaffna and Batticaloa
public count ? Don't they need passports? Or
does the Government think that it owes no obli-
gation to the Tamil public in this country to
minimise their inconvenience ?
them in West Asia? Or does the Government

Or find jobs for -

think that the responsibility of issuing passports

to the Jaffna and Batticaloa public belongs to
another State ? Or is it that they think that the
‘issuing of passports in Jaffna might reduce the
revenue of the Ceylon Government Railway, hecause
hundreds and hundreds of the Jaffna public travel
500 miles for their passports in crowded compart-
ments every week; not to mention facing the risk
of being robbed and mauled and harassed in the

trains by thugs and other assorted elements out
of uniform?

Whichever way one looks at it, the whole
thing stinks. Where is the logic in cocking your
snook, at the exclusiveness of the Tamil man in
- the North and East when the Government's own
actions and thinking exclude them? Where is
the logic in talking of Tigers and bemoaning the
spectre of Eelam when the Government appears
not to be concerned about the needs of one
section of its own citizens ?

The only sensible way to discourage a feeling
of separateness among the peoples or divisiveness
in the country is to make all peoples believe that
they belong to one Nation. Nothing hurts a man
more than to deprive him of a sense of belonging.
To rule a part of the country like a colony can
only lead to one end—the end that comes some
day to all colonies and empires.

The only

regional

su Why was
ew ., ... President

—— Reddy’s
~ Jaffna visit

cancelled?

( By our Colombo correspondent )

What lies behind the last-minute cancellation of
Indian President Neelam Sanjiva Reddy’s

Knowledgeable political circ-
les say the visit was cancelled
because the Jaffna Municipal
Council had planned to in-
vite the Indian President to
lay the foundation stone for
a new wing of the Jaffna
Public Library. The Library
was  burnt down, with its
95,000 volumes, by men in
mufti on the night of 1
Juue 1981, just a few days
before the District Develop-
ment Council Elections.

He bhad informed the
TULF leaders who met him
that Mr. Reddy would stop
over for three quarters of
an hour at Jaffna and the
Jaffna  Municipal Council
would be given the opport-

unity to accord a civic
reception to the Indian
President.

_These sources say that

when the Sri Lankan Govern-

visit to Jaffna?

Indian President to lay the
foundation stone for a new
wing of the library to replace
the burnt-down one, it had
second thoughts about the
proposed visit.

Unconfirmed reports do-
ing the rounds in Colombo
indicate that officials of the
Sri Lanka Foreign office
who had earlier asked for
sanction from New Delhi
for this visit, had later

They point out that on
21 January a delegation of

the Tamil United Liberation -

Front had met President
J. R. Jayawardena and req-
uested that the Indian President
should visit Jaffna. They had
recalled that all the Indian
Presidents who had visited
this country in the past had

made it a point to visit
Jaffna.
President Jayawardene

had readily agreed to the
TULF’S request and given
them the assurance that the
Indian President would be
given the opportunity .to go
to the North, on February 4.
It would have meant an
extension of President Reddy’s
presence at the Independence
Day Celebrations in Anurad-

hapura.

English paper in Sri Lanka

ment learnt that the Jaffna
Municipal Council was pla-
nning also to invite the

i

persuaded the New Delhi
officials to turn down the
proposal. (Continued on pag 12) .

Library foundation
laying tomorrow

Tomorrow, February 7th,
the Jaffna Mayor, Mr. R.
Visuvanathan, lays the
foundation stone for the
new building to house the"
Jaffna Public Library.

To be built ata cost of
Rupees Fifteen Million the
new edifice, nominally the
second stage of the noted
Indian Architect Narasimha
Rao’s original plan and still
faithful to its architectural
style, will be a three-
storeyed block with its
entrance facing the west.

Achitect V. S. Thurairajah
who was commissioned to
carry out the project has
volunteered to do it asa
labour of love. 3
The Jaffna Mayor has
made a public appeal for
funds. The Jaffna Public
Library Trust Fund Ac-
count No. 2893 has been
opened in the Bank of
Ceylon,. Jaffna. Contribu-
tions could be sent direct to

_the bank with advice to the

Mayor.

S




~

Saturday Review

saturday Enlisting Religion &

RevieW ., .

Published Weekly o |
by
KALAINILAYAMLTD,
303, K. K. S. Road
JAFFNA, SRI LANKA.
Tel: T10%

Chairman of

Board of Direclors
K. C. THANGARAJAH

Editorial Office
66, Chapel -St.,

Destruction of Hindu temp-
les and idols used to be an
uncommon feature  except
during times of communal
strife. “Now “it is becoming
more frequent and deliberate.
‘Defacing and disturbing arch-
aeological sites, planting evi-
dence of Sinhala Buddhist
settlement in Tamil areas are
becoming increasingly comm-

on now.
JAFFNA. :
= 3 S The recent chain of “events
Editor of such nature started Wwith

thesudden and mysterious app-
earance of a new Buddha stat-
ue at the Vavuniya Kachcheri
junction at the site of an Am-
man temple. The campaign of
the local population foiled the
plans of building a temple
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as demanded by the people.
The buck was being passed
around amongst government
politicians and officials with
various removal orders, stay
orders and numerous other
orders. The final order came
from the very top with chara-
cteristic shrewdness. The new
statue has been now replaced
by an ancient.statue and the
people of Vavuniya have been

Archaeology for Racism

The second incident which
happened in December last

_year is alarming to students

of history. Archaeologists from
the University of Jaffna have
spotted three newly built ce-
ment and limestone Buddhist
stupas on the archaeological
sites at Vediyarasan Kottai,
Delft. The stupas have made
their appearance Without any
sign of any archaeological exca-
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vation. The Archaeological
Department which is supposed

granted their latest facility—a
museum to foster Buddhism!
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to have constructed the half
built stupas seem to have wor-
ked  on the stupas at periodic
intervals — in order not to
arouse the suspicions of the
local population,

Uniformed men at temple

The third incident at Kanchi-
rankuda in the Thirukovil A.
G. A. District in Batticaloa
seems the most sinister. A
group of uniformed men had
made their appearance in the
village in December last year
and had intimidated and
had forcibly got the roof of
the Murugan Temple removed
by the villagers who patronise
the temple. They had left the
village threatening to bring
some other statue to replace
the Murugan Statue. Groups
of poor Tamil peasants being
attacked and uprooted by the
armed forces has become co-
mmon in the Eastern Province.
It culminated in the violent
incident of Navagirikulam in
July-August last year. Religion,
is often the weapon used
against these unknowing villa-
gers.

QOusting Muslim peasants

One can cite examples such
as the Digavapi project where
direct State action and State
policy inthe name of Bud-
hism is directed towards ous-
ting hundreds of Muslim pea-
sant families from the area.

Lord ‘Buddha has for the
Tamils also been a symbol of
serenity and peace. The Hindu
tradition has imbibed much
good from Buddhism. But un-
fortunately, Lord Buddha is
increasingly becoming a sym-
bol of oppression and violence
against Tamils. His name is
vainly used for much deceit-
ful and hypocritical political
ends.

TALK ON
TAMIL
BUDDHISM

Professor Karthigesu
Indrapala of the Depart-
ment of History, University
of Jaffna, will talk on
“Buddhism among the
Tamils—300 B. C.—A. D.
600”, on 10 February at
the Evelyn Rutnam Insti-
tute for Inter-cultural Stu-
dies, Jaffna.

This is the second of the
talks scheduled by the
Institute.

The Inaugural Lecture
by Dr. Senaka Bandara-
nayake was on the topic
““The Periodisation of Sri
Lanka History and some
related  Historical and
Archaeological Problems”.

b

o



February , 6, 1982

rmy

attac

baﬁurday Review

-at

Cement Factory

The full Story

Appeals  from - religious
groups and ladies clubs to
stop army excesses in Jaffna
have always been answered
with soothing assurances from
the Army High Command.
But these remain mere ver-
bal assurances. Often innocent
members of the public are
the targets of assanlt and
h arassment by the forces.
Jaffna was rudely reminded
of- this on the night of
January 25, when more than
a hundred workers, super-
visors and. engineers were
brutally assaulted by the army

when working on their night -
Kankesanthurai .

shift at the
Cement - Factory Third Stage
Worksite.

The incident is alleged to
have. started with the Security
Guards assaulting some work-
ers who were at dinner in
the canteen, on the pretext
of an inquiry. Workers say
that they have all along noted
with uneasiness, the extra-
friendly relationship between
the Security Guards who were
all Sinhala and the army.
They also state that all had
not been too happy between
the workers and the Security
Guards.

The  particular  incident
seems to have been sparked
off by the arrival of a group
of workers from the Pavat-

(By a Staff Writer)

kulam quarry on ‘punishment’
transfers. The group comgrised
both Sinhala and Tamil
workers who had started their
quarrels in Pavatkulam itself.
These workers were thrown
together. Workers report that
on the night of the incident
the Security Guards on the
pretext of an inquiry had
intervened on behalf of the
Sinhala workers from Pavat-
kulam and had severely as-
saulted the Tamil workers.
The Tamil workers retaliated
and resorted to throwing
stones at the office of the
Security Guards. This appa-
rently took place at around
8-45 p. m.

Four Army Trucks

A little after nine, army
personnel in four trucks are
alleged to have appeared on
the scene and had surrounded
the worksite allowing no one
to escape. At this point the
lights went off completely and
the place was immersed in
darkness. The workers and
the staff who had gathered
around the scene of the clash
were asked to kneel down
with their hands up when
assaulted.

Workers also allege that
they were individually quest-
ioned - whether they were

Sinhala or Tamil and that
Sinhala personnel escaped as-
sault by calling out,
Sinhala”. Those who ran
away to hide when they saw
the army approaching and
those workers who continued
to work peacefully in far away
corners of the worksite seem
not to have been spared either.
“They hunted us like rabbits”,
one worker said, still shudder-
ing from the experience.

The personnel in charge of
Stores, even the nurse’s assist-
ants in the Medical Centre
seem to have been attacked.
The canteen was broken into.
An electrician who turned
around to see his watch yanked
off from behind—caught it in
the eye—and is in hospital
with a serious eye injury.

The rampage is stated to
have lasted till about 12 mid-
night. "The question is being
asked: How did the Manage-
ment allow the conflict among
the workers to precipitate to
such an intensity? No one
seems to know why the army
was called in or who called
them in. Anyhow the fact
that the army appeared on
the scene within a quarter
of an hour of the clash seems
very sugspicious: to workers
and staff at the Third Stage
Worksite. ;
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DAVID ALBERT,

the American exponent of

~ Carnatic Music gave a Veena recital at tbe Veera-
singam Hall on the 23rd of January. Mr. Albert's
‘ rendering of a composition of the great modern
Tamil nationalist poet, Subramanya Bharathi drew
great applause from the Jaffna audience.

A 4-year wait
for a lift at
Jaffna hospital

“ We are not civilised yet.

A civilised society learns
to take care of its sick first>’
burst out anangry doctor

from the Jaffna Hospital
the other day. The staff at
the Jaffna Hospital seems to
have become very impatient
with the callousness of the
state bureaucracy in matters
dealing with the sick.

To this day the Jaffna
General Hospital does not
have alift to transport pati-
ents from the first to the
second floor. All patients in-
cluding heart patients have
been walking up the stairs.

It is learnt that money was
passed for the lift from the
decentralized budget in 1978.
The CEB which is responsible
for the installation of the lift
handed it over to a private
contractor. It took them 3
years, that is till May 1981,
to import the lift.

Since May, for eight months
the staft and the patients bave
been impatiently waiting for
the completion of work on
the lift. Sources from' the
hospital say that workers de-

scend from nowhere, work in
the lift for a couple of days
and then vanish. The staff
who want to hurry the pro-
cess are pushed around from
one bureaucrat to another.
The hospital’s water supply
also has become a headache
to doctors working there,
Since November last year,
the hospital has had to man-
age with an interrupted water
supply—owing to pump fai-
lure. Water, the most crucial
facility in a hospital for pati-
ent care and sanitation is
available for only a few hours
a day. Those in icharge seem
to give a very nonchalant ans-

wer “we’ll repair it in a
month’s time®’.
Power failure, even with

a special unit of the CEB
stationed in the hospital secems
frequent. We are told that
if there is a power failure at
night - no one bothers to att-
end to it till morning.

To many, administering
such facilities may seem mere
bureaueratic details. But to
those patients-it may mean
their very lives. :
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“Trincomalee, with one o
the best natural harbors in
‘the world, sits idle most of
‘the time, used only by Sri
Lanka’s seven-ship navy, a
few pleasure yachts and drug
' smugglers.

The Trincomalee harbor,

" which served as headquarters

. for Britain’s Far Fast fleet

" during World War I, slowly
is coming back to life.

After a 12 - year ban by
the Sri Lankan government,
- military ships from three
L pations have called there last
-year. The latest was a U. S.
destroyer, the Cuthing, whose
visit den onstrated the ex-
panded U. S naval pre-
sence in the Indian Ocean
region.

While the small, somnolent
town of Trincomalee is not
the ideal liberty port for
sailors who want the tradi-
tional shore pleasures of
whiskey and women, the ex-
panded Western and Soviet
naval presence in the Indjan
Ocean makes it @ real prize
if for no other r€ason than
10 give sea-weary CIEwWs a
chance to get off their ships.

o
3

Saturday - ‘Review

Trincomalee &

the Americans

Pentagon officials say one
of the major problems with
the increased U. S. naval
presence in the Indian Ocean
region is giving the sailors
a chance to get time off
their ships.

There are a decreasing num-
ber of liberty ports in the
area, with India generally
considered off-limits to U. 8.
naval vessels due in part to
the delicate state of relations
between Washington and New
Delhi. islamic Pakistan is a
difficult place for U. S. sai-
lors to have fun. That leaves
Singapore and the Kenyan
port of Mombasa as the
major drop-in spots for U. S,
naval vessels.

Sri Lanka is almost perfect
port of call for U. S. ships,

The government of President
Junius Richard Jayewardene
is generally pro- American.
The people are pleasant, ti.e
weather good. lhe country
has beautiful beaches and
plentiful cultural sights. The
capital city of Colombo has
good port facilities as well
as some sailor recreation spots.

There have been published
reports in India, many app-
earing in the pro-Soviet
Communist Party daily news-
paper The Patriot, that the
United States was seeking a
naval base either here or in
irincomalee

Mr. Jayewardene declared
that his country would not
give a base to a foreign
nation, and Ambassador
Donald R. Toussaint ¢f the
United States characterized
as a “myth” the report that
the United States was seeking
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to turn Trincomalee into a
base for-its Indian Ocean
fleet.

lnstead, Sri Lanka appears
to have evolved a new policy
of letting any nation’s
military ships use its faci-
lizies as long as the ship is
not carrying nuclear weapons
ard the country is not at wac.

~s a result, about one
U. S. ship every two months
calls at Sri Lanka A greater
number of Soviet ships call
here, and two Indian vessels
arrived in Coiombo recently.
only three foreign
vessels one from Bangla-
desh, one from Australia and
the Cushing - have called at
Trincomalee.

Mr. Jayewardene said Sri
Lanka reversed its policy
against the visits there for
one reason: money. ‘‘We are
a poor country and we can
use all we can get, especially
foreign exchange,”’ he told
the Far Eastern Economic
Review in a recent interview

He said an Australian ship
brought in about $5.0,000
in docking fees, purchases
of supplies and money spent
by sailors op shore leave.
1wo U. S. ships that called
in Colombo In March were

[LETTERS

.Dear Sir,

In SATURDAY REVIEW's
maiden Editorial, you bemoan
the fact that “otherwise . de-
cent, respectable, educated....
professionals, journalists, aca-
demics...show surprising cla-
rity of thought EXCEPT on
the question of Sinhala--Tamil
relations!”’

Desmond Morris in  his
book THE NAKED APE says
“There are one hundred a_nd
species
of monkeys and apes. One
hundred and ninety-two of
them are covered with hair.
The exception isa naked ape.
self-named Homo sapiens.
This unusual and highly succ-
essful species spends a great
deal of time examining his
higher motives and .an eqx.lal
amount of time studiously ig-
noring his fundamental ones.
He is proud that he hgs the
biggest brain of all the primates,
but attempts to conceal 'the
fact that he also has the bigg-
est penis, preferring to ac_cord
this honour to the mighty
gorilla. ... In acquiring lofty
new motives. he has lost none
of the earthly old ones...... his
old impulses have been with
him for millions of years, his
new ones only a few thousand
at the most and there is no
hope of quickly shrugging off
the accumulated genetic' le-
gacy of his whole evolution-
ary past.”

February 6, 1982

reported by the SriLanka
Observer, a government-cont-
rolled newspaper, to have
spent $500,000 each during
their stopovers.

Soviet ships while more
frequent callers here than
Americans, are not known for
free-spendir g sailors. Most of
the Russians apparently are
restricted to their ships.

I like American sailors,”’
said a 13-year old boy pat-
rolling outside a Colombo
hotel with a string of neck-
laces over his arm <They
come with lots of money.’’

Besides trying to sell neck-
laces, he also offers drugs
and women. U S officials,
highly conscious of the pro-
blem of drugs coming abo-
ard ships, have sent two
nercotics specialists from the
Philippines to aid local au-
thorities in keeping the nar-
cotics traffic down.

Nonetheless it is obvious
that drug pecdlers are trying
tu cash in on the visits

While the American sailors
did not have much opport-
unity for wild times in
Trincomaiee, they did play
volleyball against Sri Lankan
naval Cadets and donated
books ard medical equipment
to welfare organizations. 1p
short 1t was a perfect good-
will visit as far as U.S.
policy-makers were concerned.

Many people here and in
neighboritg npations, especi-
ally India, fear that large
numbers of foreign ship

visits will turn Colombo and
Trincomalee into classic sai-
lor rest-and-recreation ports,
with rampant prostitution and
other problems.

The same author in his
book THE HUMAN ZOO
says: “We are each one of us
a member of some particular
in-group, and it is difficult for
us to view the problems of
inter-group conflict without,
however unconsciously. taking
sides......we must try to step
outside our groups and gaze
down on the battlefields of
the human animal with the
unbiased eyes of a hovering
maritan...it might be sugges-
ted that if two human groups
clash and one exterminates
the other, the winner is: bio-
logically more successful than
the loser... It is a small view.
The bigger view is that if they
had contrived to live compete-
tively but peacefully alongside
one another, the species as
2 whole would be that much
more successful...... Man has
the inborn task of defending
three things — himself, his
family and his tribe. As a
pair - forming, territorial,
group - living primate he is
driven to this and driven
hard...”

It is perhaps the “animal”
in'man that causes inter-racial
conflicts all over the world.
It is said that no less than 59
million human animals were
killed in inter—group clashes
of one sort or another from
1820 to 1945.

Yours faithfully

N. Deva Rajan
Arasady Road,
Jaffna.
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- Sinhala-Tamil relations:

the most crucial problem
of Sri Lanka Society

- racist argument.

. faculties became
..acute, and it was then that

" gince 19777

1982

(Contlnued from the
previous issue )

>(3) Education

The allegation of discrimi-
nation in education was in
the field of entry into higher
education. - In  secondary
education Mannar, Vavuniya
and Batticaloa areleast deve-
loped districts in, terms of
facilities. This remains the
same today. In higher edu-
cation why did the intro-
duction of admission for-
mulae take place in the
seventies? The government
explanation was based on
the media of instruction and
the alleged overmarking by
Tamil examiners. The Com-
mission appointed by the
government did not find this
to be true. The idea that
only Tamils will resort to
these types of activities can
be maintained only by a
But why
did such allegations arise
only in the seventies? This
should be explained because
examinations in the mother
tongue had been conducted
in the Arts stream from the
sixties,and no such accusati-

ion had been hearq before. -

District quota system

The underlying reason for
the introduction of these
formulae was the increasing
competition to enter the un-
iversities where the available
space was not expanding
and the number of those

. aspiring for places was. in-

creasing. In the seventies the
competition for the Science
specially

admission - formulae were
first introduced. The result
of the standardised marks

~ was the increase in the pro-

portion of Sinhalese in
Science faculties at the ex-
pense of the Tamils. in the
Arts stream the situation
was not affected in such a
manner. The district quota

- system gave added advant-

age to ‘the few Sinhalese
students  from privileged
families who managed to
come up to grade 12 in the

* Science stream in the dis-

tricts. What ‘has happened
Cut ‘down on
the welfare system makes it
still more difficult to expand
facilities in higher education.
In fact the government is
encouraging private initia-
tive in higher education.

" In the meantime the edu-
cation. authorities are ex-
perimenting with formulae.
The presently operating for-
mulae for admissions dis-
criminate against students
from Colombo and Jaffna
districts. But these are dis-
tricts where, in grade 12, we
find students from relatively
underprivileged sections of
society, since in these areas
educational facilities are

‘more developed and have

spicad to some extent.
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"dominated,

Rather than establishing an

- adequate base to facilitate |
. the expansion of education

to all communities, the pre-
sent trends in education
seem to aggravate the dis-
parities and discrimination
not only on an ethnic basis,
but also on a class basis.

(4) Employment

The influence of political,
personal and family con-
nectionsin securing employ-
ment is a well known fact
in Sri Lanka. Specially in
the state' sector, political
patronage has become the
deciding factor for appoint-
ments. The other factors
like family connections seem
to function within this
framework. Since all govern-
ments during the post-inde-
pendence period in Sri
Lanka had been Sinhala
the Sinhalese
people who have more con-
nections with the parties
that were in the govern-
ments stood a better chance
of securing employment in
the state “sector. Therefore
this increased influence of
the political factors in .get-
ting - state sector jobs im
effect meant a discriminat-
ion against the minorities.
It can be argued that this
form of discrimination
affects mostly the Tamils
from a poorer socio-econo-
mic background who have
less influence even in their
own communities.

While the increase in
political influence for job
opportunities in the state
sector had meant a discrim-
ination against the Tamil
people, there is the popu-
larly held belief among the
Sinhala people that Tamils
are more represented in the
state services in comparison

to their proportion in the-.

populmon What must be

: mcntloned at the outset in
expressing these opinions is

that it is the type of jobs
usually secured”™ by the
middle classes that comes
the Social Scientists Assoc
ation on December 1979.
He cites a study by S. J.
Thambiah who examined

the ethnic representation in

Sri Lanka’s ( then Ceylon')
higher administrative ser-
vices from 1870 — 1946.
Thambiah’s analysis has
shown that the two minor-

_ities in Ceylon-Burgher and

Ceylon Tamils — have  con-
tributed large numbers of

* personnel to the administra-

tive services from 1870 to
the 1920 s. Their contribut-
ions were always in excess of
their numbers in the total
population. But already in

3! E
ﬂnder discussion. In other

words what is claimed by
is that the

Tamil middle class has been

{
| the Sinhalese

population.

s s —

able to secure more jobs in
the state sector sompared
to their proportion in the

Anyhow this problem had
been examined by C. Abey-
sekera in a paper presented
to a seminar on the ‘Nation-
ality Problem’ organised by

%
\

is now relatively ab-

sent in the higher
rungs of the state
services.

Once again I would like to
stress that these studies are
on the types of employment
that only representatives of
the social layers close to the
middle classes can secure.
When it comes to the broad
masses of each community
it is factors like political in-
fluence that reduced greatly
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“ Not even 2%, "
Leader of the Opposition
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by Thambiah
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 the thirties a gradual change
| in the ethnic representation
| could be seen and as shown
‘by. 1946, the -
Sinhalese dominance in the

administrative service  is
complete.” In terms of
classes what this means is

that representatives of the
Sinhala -middle class petty
| bourgeois gradually became

dominant in the higher ad-

/§ministrativ‘e services, in

which the Tamil and’ Burg-

her -middle class

independence
concludes that,

cerned, the

petty
bourgeois middle classes had
a greater share earlier. C.
Abeysekera examines further
these trends in the higher
administrative services and
professions during the post
period and

(a) As'far as adsinistra-
tive services are con-
tendency

towards the increasing
dominance of Sinha-

lese s
They have a
tation

confirmed.
represen-
in excess ef

their proportion rat-

io. The

minorities

have less than their

due.

(b) This trend is not -yet.
evident in the profess-
ional fields like medi-

cine,
accountency, etc.

engineering,

(¢) The Burgher comm-
unity has completely
lost its position and

the ciances of the minorities
from getting jobs.

What has happened to
this problem since 19772
According to the Central
Bank Report of 1980 the
totalemployment generation
during the past three years
was as follows: 1978 — 145,
000. 1979 — 115,000. 1980-
18,035. The decline in em--
ploymen generation after an
initial boom is significant.
This parallels the trends in
economic activity. The total
Middle East migration in
1978 was 8082 and 9423 in
1979. The sectors where em-
ployment generation took
place consist of Construction
(Mostly Mahaveli.  IPZ,
Housing construction and
Urban development and
Tourism), Plantations (69%
of the total increase in 1979)
and trade. Geographically,
this economic activity was
not located in Tamil speak-
ing areas except for some
self employment in trade
and a few tourist construct-
ton sites.. The Job Bank
scheme through which most
of the lower grade vacancies
in the state sector are filled,
excluded the electorates re-
presented by MPs from the
Opposition parties, includ-
ing the TULF. Thus it
practically sealed off people
from Tamil speaking areas
from state employment. The
leader of the Opposition in

‘the course of the debate on

the D. D. C.s stated that
people from Tamil speaking
areas did not even constitute
2% of those who got state
employment between' 1977
and 1980. With the steep
ruduction of the employ-
ment generation capacity of
the entiry economy, and with
the state sector having to
cut down the number of em-
ployees in keeping with the
IMF enforced reduction in
government expenditure, the
competition for the few
available jobs will rise. At
the same time, within the
existing  capitalist
work the

frame-
reduction  of

5

‘hands’ in the state sector is
the only method available
to make them economically
viable. Insuch a situation
of increased competition for
few jobs available, there is a
greater probability that the
discriminatory policies, (al-
ready brought to our notice
by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition) will become worse.

Social Basis ¢f the National
Question:

Kumari Jayawardena in a
paper presented to the same
SSA seminar cited above,
traces the origins of the Sinhala
Nationalist movement of the
19th century to the emergence
of a Sinhala merchant capita-
list class who gave the leader-
ship to this movement. The
Sinhala — Buddhist ‘ideology
that dominated this movement
became an important factor
for the Sinhala bourgeoisie to
be in power. It was used in
elections'to secure votes and
seats and 1956 saw a govern-
ment being brought to power
primarily on this ideology. The
party that came into power
also managed to get the sup-
port of the rural based Sinhala
middle class petty bourgeoisie
who were popularly identified
as the (pancha maha balaveg-
aya) at the time. From this
time onwards we see policies

implemented by the Sinhala

bourgeoisie more decisively to.
satisfy their Sinhala supporter,
specially the petty bourgeoisie.
middle class, who stood to
benefit very much from the
policies implemented by these
governments in areas like
Language, Education and t.m-
ployment. At the same time
these policies meant growiﬁg
discrimination against the
minorities in these areas. In
other words the so called
national revival that was sup-
posed to have happened in the
fifties _was really a Sinharlu

ultlmatell Smh"xla bourcemsm
and some %ectlons of 1he_gett&
bourg}g;g;xe

Inthe seventies the prob-
lems generated by the under-
development of our economy
had done much to aggravate
the situation. Due to growing
problems there was greater
competition for meagre re-
sources, jobs, etc.

In this growing competitive
atmosphere, it is the position
of the middle class petty- bour-
geoisie that is mostly insecure.
To secure their economic bene-
fits, nationalism and chauvi-
nism had become .an import-
ant factor and the Sinhals
political parties dominated by
the bourgeoisie are also ready
to use this instrument. Thus
in this question we see a situa-
tion of how problems arisiug
out of the basic underdeve-
loped nature of our society
gets manifested in the national
question.

( Next week — ;
Post '74 - a qualitatively
different situation )



Debates In The Legislative
Council of Ceylon-Thursday,
November 8, 1928

(Hon. A, Mahadeva:-

Continucd from last issue)

I now wish to read some passages to show what is the
trend of opinion in the country, and to ask whether the object
is really to make the Indians permanent inhabitants or whether
it is to prevent all comoetition by the Indians even after they
have become permanent residents. Some Honourable
Members will remember the speeches that were at one time
made to the effect that Ceylonese' were being ousted by the
Indian labourer. I shall now read from an editorial which
appeared in this morning’s “Daily News”. It is supposed to
be a fair reflection of the views of one set of politicians in this
country who have a large backing, and it will indicate what
they are out for; and I wish to ask, after 1 have read a few
passages, whether that profession which we have heard given
expression to by a few Members of this House, that is, only
let the Indians make themselves permanent inhabitants of
this Island and we will welcome them,is shared by all those
who oppose the extension of the franchise to Indians. I say,
most definitely, No. The editorial says in effect that the
Tamils are naturally going to support the Indian cause, and
farther: “The Tamils of the North may be a thrifty race who
can make a rupee go further than any other people in Ceylon.”
This is written by a Tamil himself, Sir. ‘‘But they will soon
discover that the South Indian’s rupee will travel infinitely further.
Well, the South Indian will make his rupee travel further than
the Jaffna Tamil and double the distance which the Sinhalese
villager can make his rupee travel; but will the Indian’s nature
be altered by his becoming a permanent resident of this Island The
proposition has only to be stated to show that behind all the
smoke screen of words uttered here, we are faced with no other
object than to preserve what is known as the Sinhalese majority
in this Island and to preserve it at all cost.

Objection to minority representation

1 am sorry to have to speak plainly, Sir.  But if the people
object to the minority communities in this Island getting
representation they themselves must remember that there are
times when the majorities might become minorities. But
immediately they feel the least danger of that in the distant
future, or a century hence they begin to squeal. If that is
their point of view I certainly say that the Donoughmore
Commission’s report had better be scrapped entirely. Let
them now realize what the true state of affairs in this Island
is and that those gentlemen who were dubbed Early Victorians
for the views they expressed were after all right, and not the
twenty-first century politicians from the West. Now , Sir, I
want to ask who are the people who are now to-day claiming
to speak on behalf qf the people of Ceylon and are asserting
that the Indian is depriving the Ceylonese of his ,livelihood
and is therefore not wanted here? Is it this House that has
been returned on a limited franchise? Is it this House tha
has been returned on an electorate where there is both at
property qualification and a literacy qualification? Or is it
the Ceylonese labourer himself. :

< We -want Indians on equal terms’’

There are men who have thrown ridicule on my association
with the Labour Party. I believe they would like to claim the
monopoly for representing the views of labour. This same
paper from which I quoted speaks of those who are hanging
on to Mr. Goonesinghe’s coat tails and who are described as
capitalists in the Labour Party. I wish I were a capitalist
as some of the people behind this agitation are. This paper
speaks of those “who hang on to Mr. Goonesinghe’s coat
tails and kick their own people in the face”. 1 suppose that
is a pointed allusion to my honourable friend the Member for

the . pages of Hansar
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Chilaw and to myself who have been proclaimed the new con_
verts to labour. But thesé people cannot get away from the
fact that the Labour Party can speak for labour far better than
any other party, or any other body in this country. We may
disagree occasionally with Mr. Goonesinghe; we may disagree
sometimes with his violence and inteinperance of language;
but I have heard even in this House Members excusing their
own violence by saying that they feel deeply. Therefore, 1
say if there is one party who can claim to speak on behalf of
the labour of Ceylon—I do not want to make too much of a
claim but I would limit it to the urban labour of Ceylon—if
there is one party that can speak for the urban labour of Ceylon
it is the Labour Party of Ceylon. And what is their attitude in
the matter? They definitely say, ‘“‘we want the Indians, and
we want them on equal terms with Ceylonese.”

Went on strike to help Ceylon labour

Now, Sir, it is most strange that these planter politicians
should come here and tell us that the Sinhalese, or the Ceylonese
urban labour views with dissatisfaction the rivalry of his Indian
brother in the labour market. It is not so, Sir. The Honour-
able the Indian Mamber related how the Indians stood side
by side with the Ceylonese labouring classes in their demand
for bettering their conditions; how they went on strike when
it did not concern them just to imorove the conditions of
Ceylon labour. If such are the conditions in the urban areas
why are these people raising this cry that there is this menace
of ousting Ceylonese from earning their livelihood in the
markets of labour in Ceylon? Different men are influenced
by different considerations. Unity is only desirable to them
when they feel that they can sit oerched up aloft supported by
the cry of labour. But when their throne is threatened they
tremble lest the adoration that is now theirs from 2 certain
class will not continue to be theirs if another section of the
people is added. That is the only explanation I can find.

No Sinhalese labour to replace Indians

Then my other friends speak of the menace of the Indian
assisted labour. Now, Sir, if a cry is less thoughtful, if a cry
should be more discouraged, I cannot think of any other cry.
There is absolutely no competition between the Indian assisted
cooly labourer and the Sinhalese villager. Large areas, on
which Sinhalese labour will not place their foot, or lift their

hand to promote, have been ‘opef;ed up and are now smiling
fields and smiling plantations on account of the Indian assisted
labourer. Where does the Indian assisted labourer compete with
the Sinhalese Villager? Are there I ask sufficient Sinhalese
villagers ready and prepared to-day to step in and work these
plantations if, by some edict of the would be autocrats of
Ceylon, all the Indian population were immediately packed
off and sent away over Palk’s Strait back to India?

It is obvious that there is not enough labour who will
be willing to do it. There is not enough Ceylonese labour
who are willing to replace Indian labour; and instead of wel-
coming these Indians into our midst, these Indians who have
helped to make our life pleasant, who swell the profits of the
railway by the produce they help to load on it, who help to build
the various hospitals, who help to maintain the various roads in

d - 50 YEARS AGO!
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Ceylon by the contribution
they make towards the wealth
of the country—they are treat-
ed and viewed as undesirable
aliens. They should be looked
upon as friends who are bene-
fiting each and every one of
us in this Colony and bene-
fiting the Sinhalese, Tamil, and
Muslim labourer most of all.
Otherwise I assure you the
taxation in this country would
be so terrible that those who
now pray for King Stork to
replace King Log would be
the first then to send their

prayers up to Heaven asking
for the recall of King Stork.

As I pointed out, I cannot
sympathize with this cry of
“‘the Indian menace. > Labour
in Ceylon does not sympathize
with that cry. There are a few
to whom this is really a
menace. It is the man who,
deprived of his power of ad-
dressing the Indian labourer
and emotionally moving him
in his own language, feels
that his empire is doomed. I
have always felt that however
good a friend of the Sinhalese
I may be, however ard I may
Iabour in their behalf, I cannot
capture a Sinhalese vote because
I am separated from them by
the great gulf that I cannot
address an audience in Sinhalese.

I do not blame those who
are round this table if they
feel that they are themselves
under the same difficulty, and
if they feel that they will have
to adapt themselves to new
conditionsif the Donoughmore
Commission report is adopted
and that they too will have
to address an audience im
tamil. The nervousness that is
anreasonable in me, when I say
that however fit I may be I
cannot capture a seatin a
Sinhalese district, becomes very
reasonable in my honourable
friends when they find that tlle.y
are ousted from a seat in =
Sinhalese district because of
jheir not being able to make
themselves understood to the
pndian labourers in that district.
These are difficulties inherent
in our country.

(Continued in next issue)
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Foreign
View

Although there seens little
probability in the near future
of Ceylon Tamils carving out
a - separate, independent
Tamil Eelam (nation) inside
Sri Lanka this demand has
shown a tenacity and explo-
siveness that cannot be ig-
nored. It has already led
to virtual martial law in the
northern province with Jaffna
as its headquarters. This
city is the home of both
the separatist movement and
an  underground terrorist
group — the Tamil Liberation
Tigers. According to Sri
Lanka President Junius Jaye-
wardene, the terrorists have
plenty of arms.

A Tamil intellectual in state
service (assured of anonymity)
told the REVIEW: ¢We may
finally agree to remain part
of Sri Lanka but. nothing
short of a separate adminis-
tration complete with flag
and national anthem is going
to satisfy our people.’”’ One
of the secessionist leaders,
interviewcd separately, re-
marked: <If only 10,000 of
our young men can be trai-
ned abroad militarily, we can
chase out of the northern
and eastern provinces not
only the police but also the
army which we consider an
an army of occupation.’’

FOREIGN SUPPORT

There have been char;es
made already in parliament
that some Tamil youths are
training abroad. Jayawai-
dene, in an interview with
the REVIEW on August 31,
refused to comment on the
allegation but circumspectly
confirmed some foreign
support for the terrorists.
. He also declared that the
break-up of Sri Lanka is one
.demand his  government
would never agree 10, and
“he has no more than district
development councils to offer
for meeting the Tamil dem-
ands.

The demand for separation
is -the final rung on a ladder
of steadily escalating de-
mands which started in 1956
when, at the apex of the
language controversy, the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) government coming
to power on the emotive
promise of making Sinhala
the only recognised Sri
Lankan language—totally
ousted Tamil. This led
to the Tamil Congress pro-
mising its followers “‘the att-
ainment of freedom for
Tamil-speaking people of
«Ceylon by the establishment

of an autonomous Tamil
state on the linguistic basis
within the framework of a
federal union of Ceylon.”’

But despite. bombings. riots
and the murder of Tamils
considered quislirgs by mili-
tants of their own side, de-
mard for total separation
did not come until 19 6.
One important contributing
factor was Colombo’s gla-
ringly discriminatory policies
against a countrywide back
drop of increasing difficul-
ties and rising unemployment-
These policies reached their
peak in the 1970s.

Exactly 20 years after
Sinhala was adopted as the
snle state language, Tamils
of the northern and eastern
provinces joined together in
the amil United Liberation
Front (TULF) ard adopted
a rcsoultion on May 1976,
list ng plenty of grievances
includirg that of making
Sinbhala the only official
language, ‘Thereby placing
the stamp of inferiority on
Tamils and the Tamil langu-
age’’. The resolution further
declared: <“The restoration
and reconstitution of the free
sovereign, secular, socialist
state of Tamil Eelam has be-
come inevitable in order to
safeguard the very existence
of the Tamil nation in this
country.”’

D. C. ELECTIONS

The first major trial of
strength by the separatist
platform was at the parlia-
mentary elections in July
1977. TULF sought endorse-
ment of the <“Tamil nation’,
for cteating a separate state
cemprising sall  geogra-
phically contiguous areas that
have been the traditional
homeland of the Tamil spe-
aking people in the country.”’
Its election manifesto pled-
'ged that elected Tamil re-
presentatives would draft a
constitution for the indepen-
de-t state to be created
s¢e ther by peaceful means
or by direct action.” It won
all se ts in northcrn province,
polling 68.5 of the votes:
in laffna district separatists
polled a staggering °8 %,
In the contiguous eastern
province that is part of the
proposed Eelam, TULF won
three of the foir seats but
with smaller margins.

The next, latest test was
in the May 1981 district
development council elections
held under the new consti
tutional formula of pro-
portionate representation, es-
pecially devised to ensure
representation for anyone
polling not less than 12.5%
of votes cast. TULF still
won all seats. The prevailing
polarisaticn in Tamil areas

is best underscored by the

President’s remark to the
REVIEW on August 31:
¢“Tamils are free to come
and live anywhere here but
can a Sinhala do the same
in Jaffna?’’

Antipathy between Sin
halas and Tamils is rooted
as much in history as in a
peculiar schizophrenia affli-
cting both. The reactions
and arguments of each alter-
nate between that of a hard-
pressed minority and an
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Tamil Separatism:

Tenacious explosiveness

that cannot be ignored

arrogantly intransigent ma-
jority." Despite their clear
mwajority Sinhalas 1ear the
large numbers of toreign
Tamils who, including those
in India’s Tamil Nadu, are
s 1d to number around $0-60
milhon between Southeast
Asia  through the Middle
East to the Caribbean. On
the other hard Ceylon Tamils.
despite beirg only 11.2% of
the population,  consider
themselves strong in terms
of the global Tamil brother-
hood.

Largely of = Indo-Aryan
orign, the Sirhalas believe
themselves descendants of a
lion. Often they bave been
on the verge of racial extin-
ction, the last t:me being
during the Dutch period
ab ut 200 years ago when
wars and consequent ram-

in national affairs. The
Sinhalas refused and turned
the tables gf*er ‘ndependerce:
the Tamil language was de-
cognised. Tamil students’
were required to secure high-
er marks in entry tests to
the university with the result
that their numbers in the
universities fell drastically

\

territory, language, citizen-
ship, economic Iife, oppor-
tumit'es of employment and
education — thereby destroy-

ing all the attributes of
nationhood of the Tamil
people.

The new constitution bro-
ught by Jayewardene has

by Salamat Ali

Far Eastern Economic Review

and opporiunities for study-
ing abroad were also severely
restricted.

There was discrimination
against Tamils in recruitment
and the meagre development
outlays the country could
still  afford. Systematic

Jafina’s M. P. Yogeswaran and wife
in front of their burned - down house

pant pestilences reduced their
number to almost 00,0 0.
Their fears also date back
to early in the last mille-
nium when they suffered
severely from repeated in-
vasions of the Pandi and
Chola kingdoms of the Tamils
in South Inda.

. Tamils are also conscious
of their separate racial iden-
tity. As a Dravidian people,
cultural  submersion and
possible extinction are fears
rooted deep in their racial

. memory.

In more recent times,
Tamils have had a decided
advanta-e over Sinhalas be-
cause they have been placid

enough to let Christian
missionaries work among
them. Remaining predomi-

nantly Hindus, they acquire
Western learping and a close

association with Westesn
traditions. The country’s
oldest educational insti-

tutions are located in Jaffna
which, being a relatively in-
hospitable land, forced
Tamils to seek their fortune
through education.  They
came to gain nea r-monopoly
of the administr ative servi-
ces during British colonial
rule.

On the eve of indepen-
dence, the Tamils pressed
unrealistically for a constiti-
tutional guarantee of parity

efforts were made - and
are continuing even now —
to move inhalas from the
seven over-populated provin-
ces to the two relatively
under-populated Tamil pro-
vinces of the north and east,
Mahaveli’s expanding irri-
g tion network in the north
is signalling immigration of
Sinhala pe sants into Tamil
arcas. Tamil believe that
the Sinhala salients that wil

jut into their territory wily

effectively cut off several
Tamil areas from Jaffna
According to them, the aim
is to ,make Tamil eelam’s
Trincomalee harbour secure
for inhalas.

But a more concrete grie-

vance was provided by gthe
growing official emphasis on
promotion of Buddhism.
Some Buddhist schools were
moved into Tamil areas,
Buddhists monks calculated
that the rigid caste hierarchy
of Hinduism would help
them convert the low castes

These factors gave rise to

TULF’s charge in May
1976 that the republican
constitution of 19 2 had
made Tamils a slave

nation ruled by new colonial
masters (the Sinhalese) who
were using power they bad
wrongly usurped to deprive
the Tamil nation of its

made some amends = 't re-
tains the unitary form of
government but the adminis-
tration has introduced dist-
rict development councils -
that the Tamils demanded
decades ago - as means of
decentralisation of auathority
concentrated in Colombo. The
constitution retains Sinhala
as the only official language
but along with Sinhala recog-
nises Tam1 as one of two
national languages. The con-
stitution requires the state
to ¢give to Buddhism the
foremost place®” but it guar-
antees every citizen *“freedom
to have or to adopt a religion
or belief of his choice’® and
also promises non-discrimina-
tion “‘on the grounds of race,
religion, language.”’

These steps should have
faid to rest the demand for
Eelam But separatists do not
believe they are enough. The
new formula of admission
to the universities is also
considered highly inadequate.
TULF chief Appapillai Amir-
thalingam, considered a dove
in his own camp, refused to
reply when asked if the de-
mand would be abandoned if
the Tamil grievances were
removed. However one signi-
ficant comment he made to
the Review was: <[t is a
classical case of giving too
little, too late.’’

Now the extremist Sinhalas,
including those at various
levels in the administration,
are unwittingly strengthen ng
the case for Eelam. This was
shown in May 1981 in
Jaffna when policemen, either
through participat on or acqui-
escence, brought about the
burning of Jaffna public
library, the office of the inde-
pendent Tamil language daily
elanadu, the house of Jaffna’s
M. P. Yogeswaran and a large
number of selected shops and
homes located hundreds of
yards apart. Next, the dem-
and for Felam was made an
excuse for extremely brutal
attacks on Tamils and their
homes in Sinhala majority
areas during July and August,
The viciousness of the riots
and the agitation they caused
among Tamils in India jolted
the government.

( Confinued on page 9)



(By courtesy; ASIDE magazine, Madras)

Differences between the Sin-
halese and Jaffna Tamils have
at last spilled over into violent
Sinhala reaction against the
Indian Tamils of Sri Lanka.
The July / August communal
violence began with Sinhala
policemen going berserk ~ and
virtually attempting to buun
down Jaffna after three of their

~ colleagues had been killed by
unknown persons. Mildly ex-
pressed Indian concern and
more vociferously demonstrated
Tamil Nadu agit: tions over the
Jatfna conflagration have und-
oubtedly given Sinhala chauvi-
nists their chance to show the
Governments of India and Ta-
mil Nadu that too much conc-
ern over what is happening in
northern Sri Lanka could lead
to Indian Tamils elsewhere in
the island facing the conseque-
nces at the hands of Sinhalese

who allegedly don’t know the

difference between one Tamil
and another,-after” living with
them “for centuries! The fact
that the attacks on the Indian
Tamils took place in a couple
of r1acially-mixed plantation
districts that aie the fiefs of at
least one outspoken racialist

n the Sri Lanka cabinet and.

a couple of other chauvinistic
Members: of Parliament, and
the fuct that the declar.tion
of Emergency, was long del.y-
ed, would seem to indicate
that some kind of a lesson was
being: forcefully demonstr.ted
by those responsible: namcly,
a docile Indian Tumil estate
labour populetien is hence-
forth to be considered hostage
agan't zny Indien overinvolve-
ment in the affzirs of the Jaffna
Tamils,

In the April 1981 issue of
ASIDE 1 hed reczlled the vie-
ws of 2n em nent Indian repat-
riate from Sri Lenka who has
been ‘convinced from the late
1930s, when he was active in
Ceylon politics, that the only
solution to the Indo-Ceylon

‘Sethusamudram ~ Canal

problem was the Sethusamud-
ram Scheme. His view was that
the proposed shipping canal
should be treated as a work
project and the entire Indian
population in Ceylon repatria-
ted to work on the project and
develop the hinterland.

A Central Government Tech-
no- Appraisal Committee to
assess the feasibility of the Set-
husamudram project convened
in various places in Tamil
Nadu during August. And for
the first time it was officially
mentioned at all centres that
Indian Tamil
repatriated from'Sr1 Lanka (at
2 rate of around 10,000 famil-
ies 2 year for about ten years
from 1982) could be employed
to ensure the necessary labour
force for the project.

The committee will submit
its report to the Centre by year-
end. But, according to Chair-
man H.R. Lakshminaryanan,
most persons who testified bef-
ore the committee, including
the Tamil Nadu government,
“strongly favoured” the proje-
ct and made earnest pleas for
early sanction of the scheme.
If, as now seems likely, the
be-
comes a reality, will the project
tesolve several problems with
one cut? ‘

Separating the Palk Strait
to theé north and the Gulf of
Mannar to ‘the south lie the
Mandapam peninsula, Pamban
Bridge, Pamban (Rameswar-
am) Island on which are loca-
ted Rameswaram and Dhanu-
shkodi, ;Adam’s Bridge - the
legendary chain of rocks visi-
ble under water -- that tenuou-

sly links India and Sri Lanka,

and Talaimannar (or Mannar
Island) in Sri Lanka. Only the
smallest vessels can penetrate
through * this “barrage”” and
cross from Gulf to Struits and
back. This, in effect, means
that ships plying between
the 1900 miles west coast and

families to be -
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the 1650 miles east coast of %
India have to sail south, round T H E : s E T H U

Sti Lanka and only then head
north. It was to save this con-
siderably longer journey that
the Sethusamudram Canal Pro-
ject was mooted as far back
as 1860.

Little has come of the proj-
ect in 120 years, though there
has been a lot of planning on
paper — and a lot of hot air at
election meetings. Many a ma-
jor project suggested much
later was finished long before
some of these plans. For inst-
ance, Suez was opened to traffic
in 1869, Kiel .in 1896 and
Panama in 1914! In about the
same period--more accurately,
from 1860 to 1922--there were
nine different plans formulated
for the Sethu Canal! All the
plans basically envisaged cut-
ting a channel through Pamban
Island and shortening the dist-
ance between Kanyakumari
and Madras, Vishakhapatnam

SCHEME

An Indian

&

i L S

gn exchange saving of Rs 5
crores a year. Time saved would
be at least 13 hours per voyage.
1t is estimated that 700 coastal
ships and 200 foreign vessels
will use the Canal every year
in' addition to Indian naval
ships, which willno longer have
 to steam through international
waters to cross from coast to

“coast.
Every Temil Nadu political
party contesting an election in

and Calcutta by approximately
350,300 and 260 nautical miles
respectively!  Ships: touching
at Tuticorin would save an ad-
ditional 80 miles,

The latest thinking on - the
Canal appears to be that it will
cost about Rs 110 = crores and
take seven years to build. Abo-
ut half the cost will be for dre-
dging alone and the Dredging
Corporation of India will be
able to handle this work. Esti-
mated savings are Rs 65,000
for a ship per voy:ge, about
Rs 55,000 of this being on fuel
alone. This will ensure a forei-

the last 15 years hes promised
to have the Sethu project imple-
mented. The present party in
power has an-even greater rea-
son than most -- it has Tutico-
rin to ' make a success of! The
630-mw thermal power station
in rapidly-developing Tuticor-
in at present consumes 4 lakh
tonnes of coal shipped every
year from Haldia. This is likely
to grow to 18 lakn tonnes
by 1983 and 48 lakh tonnes
when the power station is exp-
anded. Sethu Canal will ensu-
re' a considerable saving per
tonne of coal and make the

point

e B ot o
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cost of production of electr!
city cheaper. The canal will also
help Tuticorin Port -- the fast-
est growing port in India -- de-
velop faster still and will in
addition provide a considera-
ble boost to the fishing indus-
try.

All this...and a solution to
the problems of the Indian Ta-
mils in Sri Lanka too! Such a
solution -- an open invitation
to every Indian Tamil in the

island, Indian or- Sri Lankan
citizen, to return to work on
the Sethu project and settle in
the hinterland -- might be the
best answer India can give Mi-
nisters Cyril Matthew, Ananda-
tissa de Alwis and their ilk. It

“Is.an answer which will help

to solve two problems with
one stroke. For that, .the first
cut of the Sethu Canal must
be made on Pamban Island as
quickly' as possible. EnsurinS
this will be energy better spent
by the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment than all the effortsit puts
into economy-hurting  hartals.
A. R
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(Subramania Bharati was
born on 14th December, 1882
and passed away on 1llth
September, 1921 at the age
of 39. His - Centenary is
being celebrated throughout
the world in 1982)

Bharati is a name syno-
nymous with, the fight for
freedom; the fight for so-
cial reform; the fight for
modernity; the fight for the
emancipation of the masses;
the fight for the preservation
of the finer elements of the
rich and ancient culture and
inculcation of the new streams
of modern thought and the
attainment of independence
in every sphere. ;

Every age has a problem
of its. own and each such
epoch demands of thinking
men some contribution or
.other of perennial sustenance.
Bharati was born in an
India which was subjugated
to the fetters of foreign do-
mination. As a boy he be-
came alive to the prevalent
situation and the prevalent
conditions thoulded him into
Bharati, the poet ot national
resurgence and resurrection

Literature whichis to live
must speak with the voice
of an accumulated and con-
scious past to the living and
changing present if it is to
attain  perennial value. The
longer .the history - of any
literature, the more difficult
this is, and yet the more
necessary, if it is to continue
living. Bharati’s contributions,
reflected against this back-
ground, has stood the test
of time and tide and serves

even today as a rich and
resourceful source of inspi-
ation.

Bharati encouraged and in-
fused confidence in the he-
arts of the people of India
by inspiring words. He sang -

" Would they that ‘have

aspired for freedom

Be satisfied with any-

. thing less?
Would they that have tasted
divine nectar

Be content' with sipping
wine?

BHARATI CENTENARY

FHE: POET: OF NATIONAL

SEHUBAREL MON

Poet Bharati

e

and wife

Further he asks-
“ When will this thirst for
freedom slake?
When will our love for
slavery die?
our Mother's
fetiers break?
When will our tribu-
lations cease ?”’

When will

Bharati was _conscious of
a United India and always
emphasized the mneed for
National unity. He believed
in cultural plurality and loo-
ked upon the various nation-

Foreign View: Tamil
Separatism...

( Continued from page 7)
While most Sri Lanka lea-
ders have shown little a-
wareness of the highly divi-
sive Tamil issues crucial to
the country’s integrity Jaye-
wardene is keenly aware of
the need to solve it quickly.
The Singapore model ke is
atiempt-ag to emulate presup-
poses stability. Hence he Las
gone much further than his
predecessors who were wary
of showing any overt sym-
pathy for Tamils for fear
of a Sinhala backlash.
_ Addressing ministers, par-
liamentarians and other lea-
ders of his party, the presi-
dent said: I regret that some
members of my party have
said things in parliament
which  encouraged the vio-
lence, murders, rapes and

arson that have been commit-
ted. How many of our
party leaders have spoken
against it? I must have re-
ason to be proud of' the
partv [ lead and, if I can’t,
it is better for me to retire
and let . those who believe

in the harming of innocent -

people and their property
solve the problems facing
this mwlt-racial, multi-rel -
gious, multi-caste society.
Let them take over the
leadership.  Please - consider
my words seriously, for it
is not only our individual
selves and our party that
will be affected by what we
say today, but at s:ake
is the whole nation and also
the welfare of " its future
citizens.”’

alities and cultures as an
arrangement of Gems in a
necklace. He believed in
nationa! wunity even in diver-
sity. Hec wanted each group
to preserve its own individ-
uality and identity to help
promote the richness of Indian

culture. Of the Tamils he

said —

“As I think of my dear

Tamil Nad

Sweet honey flows in my
ears;

A new strength charges
my breath

And [ sing of my
ancestral land.”’

Of the 'Tamil language, he

says that it is the sweetest
of all languages known, and
its literature - that of Vallu-
van, Ilanko -and Kamban -
there exists no parallel in
the world. The greatness of
Bharati lies in "his urge to
preserve the  individuality
and identity of each cultural
unit comprising the greater
heritage " of India. Modern
political  thought advocates
this policy as a sure way to

-Bharati is ‘the heralding
star of a mew era in Tamil
literature. He broke tradition
and convention in Tamil poetry
and ushered in 4 new era
of Tamil poetry. )

His personality is so great
that it has left an indelible
mark not only on Tamil
literature but also on other
Contemporary literatures. The
impact of Bharati on Sin-
hala literature is immense
and the late Sinhala Maha-
kavi, P. B. Alwis Perera was
preparing a - paper on this
subject to be presented at the
9nd International conference-
Seminar * of Tamil Studies
held at Madras in 1968. But
the cruel hand of fate re-
moved him from our midst
before the conference.

1t is for these reasons that
the Nightingale of India,
Sarojini Naidu said on 13th
October, 1947 just before the

by A THEVA RAJAN |

preserve national unity in
multiracial, multilingual and
multireligious countries.
Bharati counselled the cause
of the down-trodden in so-
ciety. He condemned caste;
he condemned the ill-treat-
ment of the labour force in
Fiji Islands and other pla-
ces; he condemned the in-
equitable distribution of weal-
th. He wanted all the people
to live a life free from want.
In one of his poems on the
need to createa new social
order he says -
“ We shall now lay down
the law
and die to preserve it -
We'll rather send the world
up in flames
Than suffer one man
to starve.,
This shows the depth of his
conviction to evolve a new
social order in which all men
and women could live free
from want.

Bharaﬁ
Ettaya-

opening  of the
Memorial Hall at
puram, thus: ;

“Poet Bharati has fulfilled
the true mission of a poet.
He has created beauty as a
poet. He has created beauty
not only through the medium
of glowing and lovely words,
but has kindled the souls of
men and women by the mil-
lions to more passionate
love cf Freedom and a rich
dedication to the service of
the country.”

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru;
then Prime Minister of India
acclaimed that Bharati is not
merely a poet of Tamil Nady
and that he belongs to the
whole of India. He wanted:
his poetical works to bel
translated into all the Indian!
languages. %
(English translation from

Prema Nandakumar’s work

’
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LOVE & HUMAN RIGHTS

One woman's

love affair

Li & Bellefroid

strains Sino-French relations

When the Chinese aut-
horities sentenced Li Shuang,
24, avant—garde painter and
tiancee of French diplomat
Emmanuel Bellefroid, 33, to a
two-year stretch in a labour
camp, for living with him, all
love’s labour was lost

Miss Li, who was living with
Mr. Bellefroid in his apart-
ment within one of Peking’s
diplomatic compounds, was
arrested by plainclothes Peking
police when she went io the
gates of the compound to greet
her sister. At the time Mr.
Bellefroid was away.

The charge against her
was that she “ is a delinquent
youth > who had contravened
Chinese regulations by living
with a foreigner within one
of Peking’s diplomatic com-
pounds.

The sentence predictably
provoked angry denunciations
by Bellefroid, by much of the
French press and many poli-
ticians in Paris. This sparked
off outraged replies from
Peking.

Commenting on the °re-
education through labour’
sentence give to his fiancee,
Bellefroid said the Chinese
aetion was a gross violation
of basic human rights and
reflects a decision to halt the
liberalization trend and part-
icularly to bar contacts betw-
een Chinese and foreigners.

China’s News Agency re-
plied with a blistering attack
both on Bellefroid and Li..

It accused Bellefroid of not
only deliberately misrepresent-
ing the facts of the case but
also trying to ““deflect attention
from his own activities that
were not compatible with his
diplomatic status. To China’s
regret Bellefroid and some
other French people are trying
to make a mountain out of
a molehill, distorting facts
and whipping up an uproar’’

Branding Li a °delinquent
youth®, the Agency commen-
tary said  This (action)
comes under the Chinese Go-
vernment’s measures to re-ed-
ucate and redeem delinquent

youths and is entirely within
China’s internal affairs, It
absolutely has nothing to do
with the relations between
China and France”.

The French, of course,
secit differently, as they feel

‘they have a special relation-

ship with China. Apart from
the sympathy that any couple
in love might hope to get in
France, most French observers
expected China to relent and
eventually give in, as it
has in several other contro-
versial mnrriages between
foreigners and Chinese. When
it didn’t, French pride was
hurt.

Claude Cheysson, the
French Minister for External
Relations, observed that the
affair had adversely affected
the whole of Chinese French
relations. France, he said was
surprised by the severity of
the sentence and the almost
total lack of public justifi-
cation - for it. He added “My
government had hoped that
the controversy could be
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_penalised for

quietly resolved so Miss Li
could leave China and marty
Mr. Bellefroid.

A diplomat close to the

case remarked - “ It really
was a slap in the face for
the new Mittgrand govern-
ment ” when the' girl was
sentenced to 2 labour camp.

The affair seems to have
affected economic ties between
the two countries too. The
French Foreign Trade Minister

‘Michel Jobert’s visit to China

was darkened by this contr-
oversy and the trade talks

ended with virtually. no
progress in broadening. eco-
mic ties between France and
China.

The Li-Bellefroid affair has
had political ramifications in
Peking. A top Chinese source
said * Very strong feelings
were  aroused within the top
leaders by this case. People
saw Li as a prostitute, a
whore selling her country
as well as herself for the
ease and luxury of life in
the West. ”

Mobs chase them from
hill country in 1977:
Army attacks them in

Vavuniya in 1982!

Below is the text of a protest letter sent to President
Jayawardene by representatives of Trade Unions, and
Christian Action groups, on the plight of Tamils of

recent Indian origin

You would no doubt have
had information regarding the
attack by Army and Police
forces on villagers of Mariyar-
kulam, Kallaru, Ganeshapu-
ram, Sevidankulam and Koo-
lankulam in the Vavuniy2a
District in the early hours ef
the morning of 7th-January.
This is a continuation of a
process of racial violence
first unleashed in November
1981 at Palamoddai farm and
also at Periyathambanai near
Madhu. In the latter instance
two youths were shot and
killed.

We deplore these senseless
attacks perpetrated largely on
innocent refugees from the
Hill country areas after the
racial eonflict in August 1977
These people who have suffer-
ed tremendous hardships ear-
lier in 1977 now seem to be
choosing to
settle down in areas such as
Vavuniya in order to live
without fear and insecurity.
They have toiled heroically in
the face of great odds clearing
the jungles, digging the wells
in search of water, living in
the remote and isolated
settlements with, little en-
couragement or help from
Government sources, With
barely any facilities like
schools or hospitals, to pro-
duce a variety of agricultural
crops. Most importantly, they
have put their roots down
and built homes on unpro-
ductive crown lands which
were made available to them
but which most of them do
not own. Surely people like
this who are chased out of
their plantations in the South
by lawless and racialist ele-
ments deserve to find peace
and security elsewhere in this

Island in accordance with
their needs and capabilities?

If the armed forces and the
police continue to search for
“terrorists” among humble
and simple folk like these
refugees the obvious conclu-
sion would be that they are
singularly lacking in intelli-
gence.

We also protest sirongly at
the harassment of Volunteer.
workers of “Gandhiyam” the
only Voluntary Organisation
which has helped these refu-,
gees to settle down in these.
areas, on the morning of 7th
January, This Organisation
has been in existence for se-
veral years,is a legal ‘body,
and its founders are deeply
comitted to Gandhian ideals.

In view of the above, we
urge Your Excellency to take
immediate steps to:-

_ 1. Restrain the Armed for-
ces and police in their
operations in these areas
and take appropriate,
disciplinary action again-
st those Officers who
have been found guilty
of excesses. ;

2. Ensure security of life
and property to all villa-
gers living in these areas
mentioned in paragraph,‘
one of this letter. Those
who have fled their
settlements be helped to
return,

3. Pay compensation to al}
victims of this violence
and to all whose crops
and belongings have
been plundered. :

4. Safeguard the principles
of voluntary land settle-
ment by people of recent
Indian origin in the

(Continued on next ﬁagé) ‘
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CEVLON TAMILS and the
Rovival of SOVEREIGNTY

What is the present legal
status of the Sri lanka (Cey-
_lon) Tamils? In whom is the
sovereignty of the Sri Lanka
Tamils now vested? Are the
Sri Lanka Tamils a minority
community in one Country?
Is the Sri Lanka Tamil prob-
lem an internal problem?

These are some of the ques-
tions that are being discussed
not only by the Sri Lanka
Tamils themselves but also by
several interested observers of
the present political scene both
within and outside the country.

To throw some light on this
question 1 set out below ex-
tracts from the judgment oj
the Trial-at-Bar No. 1 of 1976
in the case of the “Republic
of Sri Lanka - vs - Appapillai
Amirthalingam™. They consti-
tute a resume of the submis-
sions and arguments advanced
by the late M. Thiruchelvam
Q. C. on behalf of the defence
in that case and referred to in
the said judgment:

Under eclipse
B RS

“Once there is a break in
legal continuity the sovereign-
ties of the inhabitants of the
Island until then, under eclipse
so to speak, appear once aga-
in. Hence the sovereignty of
the Tamil Nation which was
ethnically, geographically and
linguistically separately iden-
tifiable and distinct is now
revived”. s

“Historically the territory
called Jaffna Patam that be-
longed to the Tamil Nation
lay in the northern and eastern
portions of Ceylon from the
limits of Puttalam and Mannar
-to the Kumbukkan Oya’’.

“Therefore if an autochthon-
ous constitution is to be
promulgated the consensus of
the majority of the Tamil
Nation should be unequivoc-
ably obtained”.

3 Kingdoms
S SO T AR e

“In fact the Tamil Members
showed their repudiation of
the Constitution in a symbolic
way when they made a bonfire
of it by way of a Public dem-
onstration”.

“Autochthony cannot be
established by a mere counting
of heads. The question is does
the majority of the Tamil
Nation accept the new Con-
stitution? That should have
been ascertained by a referen-
dum or plebiscite, but this
was not done”.

“As the Constitution had no
legal continuity with the past,
and as the claims that it is
autochthonous were also not

valid, the Constitution is illegal
and the courts set up under
it are not valid”.

Let us analyse further these
arguments.

Prior to the arrival of the
Portuguese, there were three
major Kingdoms in Ceylon
viz: Kotte, Kandy and Jaffna.

The sovereignties of the
inhabitants of these three
major Kingdoms were vested
in the respective Kings of
each Kingdom.

In the year 1597 AD the
Emperor of Kotte, Dom Jodo
Paria Pandar, who conceived
an affection for the Portu-
guese, left for Portugal and
thereafter bequeathed  his
Kingdom to the King of
Portugal ( see CEILAO by
Rubeiro pages 90 and 91 ). On
his death the sovereignty of
the King of Kotte passed on
to the Portuguese.

The boundaries of Jaffna
Patam at the time the King-
dom of Jaffna Patam had its
own native King (see Ceilao
by Rubeiro pages 90 and 91),
are given in the “ CLEGH
ORN’S MINUTES”.

“2d. Jaffna Patam whose

courts of Justice exercised

Jjurisdiction in the northern
and eastern part of the
Island from the limits of
Puttlam and Mannar, to
the river Koomane or
Koombukkan”
(see “CLEGHORN’S MI-
NUTES” in Ceylon Al-
- manac and Annual Regis-
ter 1855-Appendix pages
3,4and %)

Up to 1833

TR RN

The Kingdom of Jaffna held
on up to 1619 AD and with
the fall of Jaffna the soverei-
gnty of the Tamils which was
vested in the king of Jaffna
passed on to the Portuguese.

These two sovereignties la-
ter passed on to the Dutch
and then to the British while
the sovereignty of the people
of Kandy which was vested in
the King of Kandy also passed
on to the British in-1815.

Though the
taken over the entire Island

these three areas were adminis- |

tered separately up to 1833.
They were then amalgamated
on the recommendation of the
Colebrooke Commission.
When independence was
granted to Ceylon, the Ceylon
Independence Act of 1947 pro-
vided only for the grant of an
Order-in-Council. The Ceylon
Constitution Order-in-Council
became effective with effect
from 4th February, 1948. This

4 Pandaterrippu,

British had |

Order-in-Council did not em-
power the Ceylon Parliament
to alter the Constitution com-
pletely but only provided for
amendments to provisions -of
the Constitution without in
any way contravening Section
29(2) of the Constitution.

But in the case of India, the
India Independence Act em-
powered the Constituent Ass-
embly that existed at that time
to draft and adopt a Constitu-
tion for the whole of India.

Kingdom in the grant of the
present Constitution of Ceylon
nor from the said Constitu-
tion”. (Vide proceedings of
the Hansard of 19-7-1970).
With the break in the legal
continuity the sovereignties
of the inhabitants of the
Island namely people of
Kandy, Kotte and Jaffna re-
verted to the respective people.
Therefore in the absence of
the legal continuity or the
consent of the Tamil Nation

by R. Balasubramaniam

Attorney - at - Law

Therefore to enact a new
constitution in 1970, Mrs.Siri-
mavo Bandaranayake the then
Prime Minister, moved a reso-
lution at the Constituent Ass-
embly on the 19th day of
July, 1970 to breax the legal
continuity with the British Par-
liament and further resolved
to declare and proclaim “Sri
Lanka to be a free, sovereign
and independent Republic......
deriving its authority assumed
and exercised by the United

the Constitution * enacted " is
not valid and binding on the
Tamil Nation.

With the revival of the
sovereignties, the Tamils as
well as the Kandyans were
entitled to exercise their sove-
reignties and enact and adopt
a Constitution for each of
them. But the Kandyans have
consented - to amalgamate
and have one Constitution
though they were entitled to

function as a separate State

But the Tamils have up to date
not consented to the present
Constitution and are therefore
entitled toexercise the sovereig-
nty which is already vested in
them and be a free distinct
separate State,

In a technical sense the
Tamils are only against the
forced amalgamation of two
States and their decision to
exercise the sovereignty cannot
be said to be an attempt to
divide the country. In other
words,Ceylon is an Island with
two States viz. (Tamil Felam
and Sri Lanka). The problem
of the Ceylon Tamils cannot
be considered as an internal
problem.

The Tamils of Ceylon are
therefore entitled to decide to
remain as a “separate State
(having been conquered only
bythe Portuguese,Dutch,British
and their sovereignty having
been received) or federate with
the Sinhala State or States.What
the decision should be has to
be left to the free will of th
Ceylon Tamils. ~

—T—

NEWS SNIPS

Army camp at
schoo! playground

Three young men suspected
to be members of a proscribed
movement were arrested by
the Police on-28th January at
a house in lIlavalai, Jaffna.

Sinnathamby Ganeshalingam
alias  Farook of
Anthonipillai =~ Uthayakumar
also of Madhu and Thamothe-
ram Uthayakumar of Chava-
kachcheri = were the persons
arrested.

The Army surrounded Vada-

liadaippu a village close to
Jaffna, and

carried out a house to house
search on 28th January, asa
helicopter buzzed overhead.
A~ temporary military camp
was set up in the Pandaterrip-
pu Hindu College playground

for this purpose.

Madhu,

Ponnuthurai Kanagakula-
singham, a tea-kiosk owner
was taken into custody and
helicoptered to the Gurunagar
Army Camp for questioning.
He has not been released yet.

Army assault:
Amir's protest

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Mr. A. Amirthalingam,
has written to President J. R.
Jayawardena ' protesting the
unwarranted army assault
on workers and officials at
the Kankesanthurai Cement
Factory’s third stage work-
site. He has demanded stern
action against the miscreants.

K. Yogendra, a Civil Engi-
neer and S. Nirmalananthan,
a Male Nurse who were seri-

~ ously injured during the assault

have been hospitalised.

Kachchativu
Feast on again

After a break of an year,
the feast of St. Antony will
once again be celebrated on
the barren island of Kachcha-
tiva which India has ceded to
Sri Lanka.

The feast lasting from 10th
to 14th March was not held
last year due to an outbreak
of cholera in Sri l.anka.

Rescued after
17 days at sea

After the harrowing experi-
ence of drifting for 17 days in
the Indian Ocean, three deep-
sea fishermen of Gurunagar,
Jaffna—R. Yogaraja, 24, R.
Nadarajah, 26 and R. Raghu,
24-were rescued by Maldive
Islands fishermen.

They were later sent back to
Sri Lanka by plane.

Mobs chase them from hill country ...

(Continued from page 10)
Vavuniya District and
elsewhere in the North
and East and the free-
dom of movement which
other citizens enjoy and
which the Constitution
of the Democratic So-
cialist Republic of Sri
Lanka guarantees.

Yours faithfully,
Sgd: S. Raju

A. Ramiah Ceylon Workers
Congress; M. S. Navaratnam,
Ceylon Plantation Workers
Red Flag Union; M. Karup-
piah, United Plantation Wor-
kers Union Democratic Wor-
kers Congress; R. Arumugam
Lanka Estate Workers Union;
S. Govindarajan, Illankai Tho-
zhilalar Kazhakam; Jeffrey
Abayasekera, Christian  Wor-
kers Fellowship; S. T. Thiya-

\garajah, Hatton Social Action

Centre: R. R. Sivalingam, Hill
Country Youth Front; Rev.
Fr. D. M. Xavier Bogawanta-
lawa Social Action Group;
P. A. Simon, Socio-Economic
Training Institute Kandy-
Hatton Branch; Revd. Fr.
Clement Samarakoon, Holy
Cross Church, Hatton;

Revd. Sister Kamala Lourdes,
Franciscan Missionaries of
Mary.
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Today Dr. Kalpage, Sec-
retary to the Ministry of
Higher Education formally
opens the new Medical Facu-
Ity building at Thinnevely.

The entire building, a three-
storeyed complex, was targe-
ted to be handed over by
1980. Today, two years later,
only the ground floor is being
taken over from the cont-
ractors by the University.

When the Medical Facul-
ty, Jaffna, was set up in
1978, for want of Dbetter
accommodation, it was hous-
ed in the building put up
by the previous regime for
the Ayurvedic -~ College at
Kaithady. A completed medi-
cal faculty building was pro-
mised by the Administration
by May 1980. The ground

Jaffna Medical
Faculty opens

today with
‘one third space

floor originally intended to
house only the Dean’s Office
and the departments of An-
atomy and Biochemistry is
now going to crowd in eight
departments altogether.

The faculty is forced to
take up this option or other-
wise postpone its programme
till the building is finished.

While blaming the admini-

stration and the contractors
for the delay in handing
over the buildlng, students
complain that much foreign
aid and other funds are
channelled to Ruhuna Medi-
cal College which is only
an affiliate to the Univer-
sity of Peradeniya, as against
the Jaffna Medical Faculty,
a member of the Univer-
sity of Jaffna with full - fled-
ged University status.

Arts Faculty

students

continue

boycott of lectures

Dr. Kalpage faces another
group of angry students from
the University of Jaffna on
this visit to Jaffna.

The students ot the Faculty
of Arts started a boycott ot lec-
tures on Tuesday the 2nd of
February 1982 protesting the
UGC decision not to grant
B. Com. Degrees to those
students who successfully
completed a course in the
years 1980 and 1981.

The UGC decision over-ri-
des the decision of the Cou-
ncil of the University of
Jaffna which had decided to
grant the Bachelor of Comm-
erce degrees to these students.

The decision of the UGC
affects 134 students belonging
to three batches who have
completed their course. The
student statement says that
this arbitrary and high-han-

ded decision not only leaves

these students who have
passed out helpless and degr-
eeless - but also seriously und-
ermines the autonomy of the
University of Jaffna.

The students have stated
that the boycott will conti-
nue till the UGC reverses
its decision.

4%.
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A document under the title
“Independent Thamil Eelam
1982" signed by Thillaiaiam-
palam Sri Kanthan, Secretary
General, of Somerville, Mas-
sachusetts, U. S. A. states:

“My dear brothers and sis-
ters, we are very happy and
elated to report back to you
that our promise to-you that
we will unilaterally declare

 Indépendent Thamil Eelam on

January 14th,1982 was success-

fully accomplished in the

United Nations under the aus-

pices of the division of Human
Rights...Thamil Eelam today
is a free, sovereign nation to
be liberated at any cost from
the invasion and occupation
by the Army of Sri Lanka...
We have posted about 500
letters to all the U. N. Ambas-
sadors, Heads of States, Press
and publications throughout
‘the world about the risk in in-
vestigating in Sri Lanka.

The document states in the
unilateral declaration, inter
alia :

“Since Independence, succes-
sive Sinhalese governments
have always encouraged and
fostered ihe aggressive nation-
alism of the Sinhalese people,
and have used political power
to the complete annihilation
of Thamils, making a one
hundred = percent Buddhist
Sinhala Sri Lanka. They in-
creased their membership in
Parltament by confiscating
Thamil lands and colonizing
Sinhalese with foreign aided
schemes, thus, making the
Thamils @ minority in their
ownland. They made Sinha-
lese the State language and
Buddhism the -State religion,
thereby making the Thamils of
Hindu, Christian, and Mushm
religions second class citizens’ .

Krishnamurti book in Tamil

The releasing ceremony of
the Tamil book based on
J. Krishnamurthi’s talks ‘Dis-
sertation on Awareness” will
be held at the Law College
Hall, Colombo on Wednes-
day the 10th February, 1982.
The meeting will be presi-
ded over by V. Siva Supra-
maniam, retired Supreme
Court Judge, and the speakers
will be Nissanka Wijeyaratne,

Minister of Justice, N. Sat-
yendra, M. Sivasithamparam,
M. P., and V. Ratnasaba-
pathy, Principal, Law College.

The book is published by
Narmadha publications, Mad-
ras, who show keen interest
in bringing out Sri Lankan
Tamil Publications. Mr. Kan-
diah Nawarendran is the au-
thor of this book.

In 1972, and again in 1977,
the Sinhalese unilaterally abro-
gated the 1948 Ceylon Cons-
titution, and enacted, unila-
terally, a new Sri Lanka Cons-
titution. Thus, the Sinhala
Sri Lankan Governments do
not possess the right of Con-
quest, the right of Continuity,
or the Right of Consent to
rule over Thamil Eelam.

The Eelam Thamils are be-
ing ruled by the Sri Lankan
Government under the Stat
of Emergency, and have been

them and the Government of
Sri Lanka is and ought to be
tota lly dissolved; and that as
a FREE AND INDEPEN-
DENT THAMIL EELAM,
they have full power to levy
War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Com-
merce, and do all other Acts
and Things which an INDE-
PENDENT THAMIL EE-
LAM may of right do And for
the support of this Unilateral
Declaration, with a firm reli-
ance on the protection of

-

«f‘f"*}um'ren NATIONS DAY PASS

THIS PASS MUST BE RETURNED TO SECURITY
OFFICER PRIOR TO LEAVING BUILDING LOBBY

TIME

TIRE ’
IN: . .

Date:

14JANISE2

YiSITOR's NAME:
Me 7/ Mrs. / Miss

SHANMOGALIAIC A
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‘Exr.

THIS PASS IS VALID ONLY TO AREA INDICATED ABOVE

BMS.37 (7=-77)

Authorized Signafure:

so for twenty five of the thirty
three years of Independence.
Present Sri Lankan laws make
every Thamil a suspect terror-
ist to be arrested and tortured,
burnt alive,...and murdered by
the Sri Lanka’s police and
army. Under the direct super-
vision of the Sri Lankan Go-
vernment Ministers, they have
burnt our towns, temples
a Public library with ninety
thousand irreplacable ancient
Thamil manuscripts, houses,
shops, hospitals, and orphan-
ages.... No Sinhalese has ever
been arrested, prosecuted, or
convicted for any of the
massacres of Tamils in Sri
Lanka.

The documents concludes:

“We THEREFORE, the
Eelam Thamils, Assembled,
appealing to theSupremeJudge
of the world for the rectitude
of our intentions, do, in the
name, and by the authority
of the good People and the
Leaders of Thamil Eelam held
hostage under threats of

i Massacre by the Government
- of Sri Lanka, solemnly publish

Printed at St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, 860, Main Street, Jaffna, and published by Kalai

Nilayam Ltd., 303, K.K.S. Road, Jaffna, on Gth February 1982.

and declare,that Thamil Eelam
is, and of Right ought to be,
a FREE AND INDEPEN-
DENT THAMIL EELAM,
that they are Absolved from
all Allegiance to the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka and that all
political connection between

Divine Providence, we mutu-
ally pledge to each other our
Lives, our Fortunes, and our
sacred Honour.

Signed:
Thillaiampalam Sri Kanthan.

President
Reddy’s Jaffna...

(Continued from Page 1)

The Sri Lanka Foreign
Office announced in Colombo
on the night of 25 January
that the Indian President’s
Jaffna visit had been cancelled.

The official reason given
was that it was °too stren-
uous * for the President to
travel to Jaffna by helicopter
from Anuradhapura immedi-
ately after the Independence
Day celebrations on 4 Febr-
uary.

The Indian President arrived
in Sri Lanka on 2 February,
on a five day visit.

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion and Secretary-General
of the TULF, Mr. A. Amir-
thalingam, was among those
who welcomed him at the

Katunayake Air port.

Iy
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