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Why breed more terrorists ?

More than two and a half years ago—on dJuly 14,-
1979—President Jayawardena issued a special decree
to the then Army Chief- of - Staff, Brigadier T I
Weeratunga. The decree ‘said; “It will be your duty
jto eliminate in accordance with the laws of the
land the menace of terrorism in all its forms from
the Island, and more especially from the Jafina
District. | will place at your disposal all resources
of the state...... This task is to be performed by
you and completed before the 31st December, 1979."

That, as we said, was over two and a half years
ago.

Recently on j14th February, 1982, a national news-
paper carried a leading news item on page 1, under
the headline” .“Lot more terrorists in the North than
estimated.” The report said: “The Police have un-
covered evidence which shows thet the terrorist
"movement in the North is much larger than the number

estimated ' earlier.”

¥ There is” obviously a moral when one juxtaposes
the two. While no one in his right senses expects
the Government to sit back ond abdicate its authority
to put down violence, there are, surely, more important
"aspects of the question that merit atfention. Can
terrorism be simplified or reduced to a question of
“law and order*? Terrorists, whether we like them
or not, cannot be equated with robbers and thieves
and thugs and looters and arsonists. The only thing
in common between the two is their addiction to
violence; and violence certainly cannot be condoned
by any civilized society which believes in the rule
of law. s

But if terrorists were really a breed that could be
classed alongside robbers and thugs, President Jeya-
wardene's decree two and a half years ago would
have been effectively carried out by December 31,
1979. Youth terrorism is a, violent manifestation of
something deeper and something fundamental to the
national fabric. Human relationships are involved,
relationships that affect not only two peoples, races
or nations, whatever you call them, but also the
future course and progress of the country.

Two and a half years ago while Policemen had
become regular victims of terrorist attacks, the Army
in Jaffna enjoyed comparative credibility in the eyes
of the public. What has happened since?

-

Military solutions are no answer to political prob-
lems; What more, military solutions could never be
“achieved, even with all the might of a military
machine — as the world’s -most powerful nation on
earth, the United States of America, discovered in

Vietnam years ago. Why breed more terrorists?

New pol
lobby t
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A new political lobby is likely to emerge in
the North in time for the elections, which could
well lead to new faces and alignments within the
Tamil United Liberation Front itself.

Spearheading the new political lobby is_a group
of Colombo - based Tamil businessmen, profession-
als and enterpreneurs already engaged in a blue
print for the economic development jof jthe ; North,
and prepared to pull roots from Colombo and shiff

their interests to [Jaffna.

This group consists of per-
sons who have up to now not
engaged in open politics but
who have extended tacit sup-
port to the aims and objectives
of the TULF.

Sources close to this group
say that the intention of the
group is to remain indepen-
dent of any existing political

- party and if necessary, com-
paign on its own or extend
support to specific candidates
of it own choice; and also that

their objectives are more €co- .
nomic than political. But it is YOgeswaran.
believed that this move could The centre of
bring to the surface many of : e

the un-spoken contradictions Speculatlon

within the TULF, such as the

“HAWKS AND THE DOV-_ ;
ES,” the moderates and~  Meanwhile, recent specula-

militants, and even the pro- tive reports that Mr. Vettivelu

American and pro-Soviet atti- Yogeswaran M. P. for Jaffna
tudes. is about to resign and go into

The only regional English paper in Sri Lanka

itical

campaign in
North: T.U.L.F.
denies report
M.P.

political { exile in India have
been denied in TULF quarters,
A top TULF source told the
SATURDAY REVIEW that
there was no truth whatever
in these reports. The source
added that Mr. Yogeswaran,
his wifeand mother-in-law went
or a pilgrimage to India on
28th January and were due'to

.,\;return to Sri Lanka within a
" ‘month, It is also stated that

these false reports were inspi-
red by a pro-Peking Tamil
paper which had all along been
hostile to the TULF. The pa-
per carried a report recently
that Mr. Yogeswaran is on the
way out as a direct result of
the amity talks between Presi-
dent Jayawardena and the
TULF.

The paper also hinted that
the TULF was trying cover up
Mr. Yogeswaran’s impending
exit from the-party by trying
to make out that Mr. Yoges-
waran’s services were more
needed abroad than here to
counter attempts by expatri-
ate Tamil groups to pursue
their bid to declare . TAMIL
EE-LAM on foreign soil, un-
ilaterally.
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Published Weekly
by ' Maha Sivarathiri will be
: observed as usual at Thiru-
KALAINILAYAMLTD., ketheeswaram, with ° anna-
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WANTED

Chartered Accountant with |0 yearts
experience in similar capacity for a Lead-
ing Construction Company in Jaffna to
take full charge of Financial and Manage-
ment Accounts. Please apply before
98-2-89 with all particulars including
Salary requirements to Manoharan &
Vettivel — Engineers & Contractors, 33,
Kandy Road, Jaffna.

AGENTS FOR

LAMBRETTA & VESPA SCOOTERS
* SUZUKI MOTOR CYCLES
ASIA & KING ROADSTER BICYCLES
: =

MOTOR ‘SP‘ARES

S, Sinnathurai & Co

25, STANLEY ROAD, JAFFNA.

[

Tel: 75517
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Your Stay in Jaffna
Made Luxuriously Comfortuble.

Jaffna's Newest Star Class Luxury Hotel with
32 fully Air-Conditioned Rooms, and all Modern

Comforts
Hot & Cold Water Air Conditioned Restaurant
Piped Music Air Conditioned Bar

Just 5 minutes from the Railway Station and
20 minutes to Jaffna Airport

HOTEL ASHOK—Discover the Charm
of Jaffna in Comfort
RESERVATIONS OR
MANAGER

HOTEL ASHOK

3, Cleck Tower Road,

Jdaffna.

Telephone: 8246; 8336;
: 8337

Telegram: STAHOTEL

STARLINE HOTELS LTD.
39, Chatham Street,
Colombo 1.

Telephone: 25959; 29445
Telex No. 21524 Stalit Ce
Telegram: STALIT

News

We have brought Standards in | iving
IN
SANITARY WARE & HARDWARE
‘ IN

JAFFNA

'SAMUDRA
TRADES LTD.

73/2, STANLEY ROAD,
JAFFNA.
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Briefs

MASONS’> TRAINING
COURSE TO BEGIN

A Training Course for
Masons will be started soon
at Nadeswara College, Kan-
kesanthurai. -Old boys and
others interested will be al-
lowed to follow the Course.

“ADVERTS THAT
SELL WOMEN"

The Jaffna Women’s Study
Circle held a two day-long exhi-
bition on ‘““‘Advertisements that
sell Women” on 15th Mon-
day at the Evelyn Rutnam
Memorial Institute, Thinna-
vely. The Exhibition was
declared openby Dr. James
Ratnam more than 500
viewers were reported to have
participated.

SRS TR T

‘SANGARAM’ GOES ON
THE BOARDS AGAIN

¢ .
Sangaram’-a  modernised

i Maunaguru,
] go on
(20 February) at

EC
looks for Engineers

MECHANICAL DESIGN ENGINEER for the
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION : e

Qualification: B. Sc. Mechanical Engineering
with a minimum of 5 years
~_experience.
We require an initiative, versatile person, sound
in theoreticai aspects who could perform system
and component design. Experience in Chemical
Process Design will be a distinct advantage.
Age Group: - 27 35 years
Salary: Negotiable but not less than
2. SALES ENGINEER:
Qualification: B. Sc. Mechanical Engineering
with a minimum of 5 years ex-
perience;
=or
Any other Mechanical Engineer-
ing Background with a minimum
of 10 years experience.
Must be able to promote the sales, Commission and
follow up the services of our own and imported
Machinery and Equipment, to cater to the needs of
. tocal industry.
Age Group: 27 40 years.
Salary: NNegotiable but not less than Rs. 2,500/~ p.m.
send detailex resume on or before 15-3-87.

Promoters Engineering Co., Ltd.
. 844, Point Pedro Road, Nallur Jaffna. Tel. 7394, 8006

= e

Rs. 3,000/- p.m.

pla_y in the folk drama style,
written and directed by C.
will once again
boards today
Ilavalai,
Jaffna. The production is
handled by the Yal Nadaka
A;angakaloori. Maunaguru
will also play the role of the -
workers’ leader.

the

CREDIT COUNCIL -
ELECTIONS

Nominations for the  elec-
tion of represéntatives to
the Credit Council of the
Education - Department, Jaffna
will  be accepted on = 24
February. - The toughest
fight will be among teachers
who” elect 17 of the 21 re-
presentatives.

PULAVARMANI
COOMARASWAMIPILLAI
PASSES AWAY

The = reputed, traditional
Tamil and Hindu scholar-
Pulavarmani T. Coomarswa-
mypillai—who won the respect
of the late Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan and Dr. S,
Natesapillai for his scholary
brilliance and eloquence —
passed away -on 15 February,
He was a long-standing teacher
at  Ramanathan College
Chunakam.

PROMOTED
HIGH COURT JUDGE.

Mr. K. Palakidnar, District
Jugdge, Jaffna who has been
promoted a High Court Judge,
took his oaths as High Court
Judge before the Cheif Justice

in Colombo on 15 February,



It was a shameful Ilament
by the UNP leadership at
the last Government Parlia-
mentary Group meeting that
the JVP’s propaganda was
more efficient and effective
than its own!

One would have been able
to understand the situation
‘and sympathise with the UNP
were it in the opposition.
‘For it has been the tradition
in Sri Lanka since the 1970’s
for the ruling party or parties
to endeavour to deny op-
position parties even legiti-
mate avenues of dissent and
protest.

But now the UNP has
been in power for nearly five
years, is  “impregnable. in
Parliament as the Sigiriya
rock” (that is what some
party members still say!) and
has at its command, besides
seven daily and five weekly
state-owned * or controlled

newspapers, a media which.
any
previous regime, namely, TV. A

was not available to

" The Propaganda
~“Qutlets

V»ith such a pervasive and-
powerful array of propaganda .

outlets, one would have ex-
pected the UNP to have been

able to smother any opposi--

tion campaign before it

got
off the ground. .

* two remaining major

Under the guise of ensur-
ing. *“a more efficient utiliz-
ation of resources of both
the state and the community”’

what ‘has been planned is
no less than the dissolution
of the free education system,
by enlisting private  sector
participation, ~ just as the

certain other spheres.

Government has done mn

U.N.P
Mrs.

This would have been
obvious to any discerning
reader without a vested in-
terest in the proposed re-
forms. For the Government
is under obligation to the
World Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to
curb ALL subsidies and the
sub-
sidies are those on Health
and Education.

The free state health service
now exists only in name,

' following the grant to state
_doctors of the right of private
Practice and the acute short-
~age of drugs and facilities
“in hospitals and clinics.

But it has not been able .:

to do that, though not for: .-

lack of trying. Whyv.?
Credibility, my dear Sir, .
Credibility.

No previous regime in our
<country has been guilty as
the present UNP administra-
tion of saying or promising
~one thing and doing quite
- another thing, so that by now
large numbers of people have
-come to accept official state-
ments with more than the
proverbial pinch of salt,

And it is rather late in the
UNP’s tenure to mount 2
«campaign to  restore it
«credibility, though it has no
alternative but to make the
attempt till the last.

Over-rating
-of the JVP

As for the JVP, it certainly
has been moving about as
in the pre-1971 days indoc-
trinating youth on the virty-
es and validity of Marxian
concepts. But to suggest
that the entire opposition to
the White Paper on Educa-
tional Reforms was mobilised
by it is to give it more credit
than due.

Several educationists who
had nothing to do with the
JVP were among the first
to alert the nation about
the threat to free education
inherent in the reform pro-
posals.  The politicians, in-
cluding those of the JVP
and some of the UNP, joined
n later.

The establishment of a fee-
levying medical school last
year was regarded by many
people as the first step in the
plan to limit free education.

.Then came the White Paper.
‘No wonder there was an

eruption of popular feeling,
beginning in the universities,
including the Jaffna campus
(where the JVP cannot be
said to be active).

A cry against

. Marxism

In opposition circles, the

' attempt to portray the JVP

as the biggest threat to the
UNP and, hence, the biggest
opposition force in the coun-

try, is regarded as having
sinister significance.

Is the plan come election-
time, some opposition polit-
icians wonder, to raise the
cry “Save Sri Lanka from
Marxism”--a favourite tactic
with the UNP since the early
days and one which is likely
to be accepted and even sup-
ported in the West, especially

by the US — provoke some.

incidents involving the JVP
and then postpone or even
cancel elections?

Mrs. B’s policy
statement

e ——

One who appears to be
firmly convinced that the
UNP would attempt to do
away with elections is Mrs.
Sirima Bandaranaike. She
reiterated her fear at  the

Bogambara rally- last week,
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where she virtually launched

her party’s election campaign

with major policy  state-
meni.

But her reported  state-
ment that the  manner in

which this might be attempt-
ed would be by seeking a
mandate o crush the Eelam
movement is not convincing,

. & C
B’

In the first place, a regime
which shied of g referendum
on the Kalawanga issue and
barely obtained gz third of

the total number of regjstered
voters — the minimum neces-
sary. for endorsement of any
proposal at a referendumi —
at the district development
council elections, is unlikely
to seek a mandate on the
Eelam issue.

What more power can the
Government ask for when it
has got all the power it
needs to crush any move-
ment under the Suppression
of Tigers Act?

Secondly, a referendum
would also be in the nature
of a general election. What
if the vote is negative? Re-

| Promising one

thing and doing

quite  another..”

signation, if the postpone-
ment  of the elections had
been asked to fight the Eelam
movement ?

In the Ilast days of the
last regime also, fears were
expressed — mosily by UNP
leaders — than an attempt
might be made to postpone
or cances electionl and carry
on with the aid of the military.
These fears gathered strength
following statements made
by certain SLPers, who them-
selves were afraid of what
was in store for them at
the hands of the people!

In recent times, too, there

have been  statements by
some UNPers that economic
e

redibility:
ears

Bandaranaike

development was more im-
portant than elections, that
the  Government needed
more than six years to com-
plete its development pro-
gramme, etc. t

’So, naturally, all kinds of
speculation can and do arise:

' R
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% FREE GIFT FOR A LIFE INSURANCE POLICY FOR DEPOSITS
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| Medicine

Transplanting

the Liver

Dr. Thomas Starzl of the
University of Pittsburgh School
of Medicine is so shy about
his personal life that he won’t
tell interviewers how many
children he has. He is equally
reticent about his professioal
carreer. “He's not out for the
spectacular, says a colleague.
« He works hard and he
knows he's doping a good job
other people can’t do. «“Starzl,
in truth, is a super-star of sur-
gety one of the very few meu
capable of transplanting the
human liver.

The slender, dark-haired
surgeon performed the first
liver transplant while he was
at the University of Colorado
Medical School in 1963. Of
he 400 liver grafts performedt
since, he . as done mor? than
half. Considering the fact that

' 4,600 kidneys were transplan-

ted last year in the United
States alone, these figures
don’t seem imposing. But of
all organ transplants, none is
more formidable than Starzl’s
surgical speciality.

SUCCESS: Thanks largely
to Starzl’s pioneering techni-
ques and methods of follow-up
care to prevent rejection, the
success of liver transplants has
improved steadily. The first
time a patient survived for
more than a year was in 1967.
Today 75 percent of liver
recipients can expect to live
that long, and of those who
do, 85 percent survive at least
arother four years. About 30
of Starzl’s patients have lived
more than fifty years and one
for twelve.

6 1f it fails,
nothing works

The pinkish, triangular liver
is the largest of body’s inter-
nal organs and the most varied

_ in its functions. It acts as a
. filter for toxic wastes and dead

blood cells. It synthesizes
glucose for energy and manu-
factures most of the enzymes
needed for the complex che-
mistry of the body. It also
makes such - key blood prote-
ins as albumin. “The liver is
the center of metabolism.”
says 'Dr. Shun Iwatsuki, one
of Starzl’s surgical colleagues.
“[f it fails, nothing works.”

Transplanting a liver pre-
sents a monumental problem
of logistics and surgical skill.
Unlike the kidney, the liver
doesn’t come in pairs and
therefore can’t be taken from
a living person. It must be re-
moved from a recently dece-
ased donor - and implanted

within twelve hours. About 80
or 90 ‘‘organ procurement’®
centers, linked by computer
keep tab on patientswho require
livers and maich them with
suitabler donoas. Strzl spends
almost as much time travelling
to check out potential liver for
transplantation as he does in
the operating room. The sur-
gery itself is far more intricate
and time-consuming than the
transplantation of a kidney or
a heart, “It's a Herculean ef-
fort,”” says the 55 year old
Starzl.

(From a Newsweek report)

Princess
Diana
goes to Brixton

Four months pregnant
and blooming. DIANA,
PRINCESS  OF WALES,

ventured last week (reports
TIME of February 8) into

London’s " seedy Brixton '
area. Predominantly black, |
and the scene of last |
spring’s fiery riots,*Brixton }
was staging a fair to raise
funds a local,  racially |
mixed school. Dressed in |
a turquoise coat dress and |
squired by beaming expect-
ant father PRINCE
CHARLES, Diana was
greeted with an impromptu §
baby shower. Among the |
gifts; a Teddy bear, 2 toy §
corgi (hcr mother-in - law’s
favourite breed of dog),
a 12-1b loaf of West
Indian bread baked in the
shape of a duck, and a
lapel button that said
CHARLIE IS MY DAK-|
LING.

The royal couple never
carry money, so an aide
had to slip Di and Charles
a few pence when they
decided to play bingo. Di
proved lucky, walking off
with a set of plastic
spoons and forks, just the
thing for the ‘next royal
picnic. Charles won nothing.

During the 90 minute
visit, Diana demonstrated
her concern for the family
budget. Told that tickets
for a local disco night
of reggae and soul music
were going for $ 3,78, she
mentioned that the price
was steep. Informed that
she could come as.a guest,
Di took the free tickets,
smiled  impishly and . de-
clared: 1 might just turn
up.

25 1
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l Discrimination against Tamils (1)‘

Why less Tamil
teachers per
student ratio?

President J. R. Jayewardena
in an interview to P. T.1. on
the eve of President Sanjiva
Reddy’s visit to Ceylon repu-
diated the charges of discri-
mination by his Government
against any section of the po-
pulation. Hence, 1 feel it is my
bounden duty to bring to the
notice of the public including
the President and his ministers
some of the glaring discrimi-
nations by this Government
against the Tamils.

20°5% and 4'5% Muslim tea
chers as against a Muslim
population of 7% and whereas
this reveals that on the basis
of the Census of 1971, 17%
more Sinhala teachiersy 14'57%
less Tamil teachers and 2°5%
less Muslim teachers have
been appointed; a nd whereas
there are thousands of vacan-
cies for teaching appoinments

_in Tamil schools with 283 vac-

ancies in 63 schools in theKayts
Electorate alone; and whereas

[ by K. P. RATNAM M. P.

I have already pointed out
to the President the planned
discrimination against the Ta-
mil students in appointing tea-
chers and requested him to
take immediate action 10 ap-
point 4584 Tamil teachers SO
as to bring the teachers in the
Tamil Schools on a par with
those in the Sinhala Schools,

1 have calculated the short-
age of Tamil teachers from the
replies given to me in Parlia-
ment. Therefore nobody can
challenge this calculation,

The number of Schools and
the number of Students and
Teachers at present in them

~are as follows:

Sinhala  Schools: 6,867,
Tamil Schools: 1,601 Muslim
Schools: 649

Sinhala pupils: 26,29,177
Tamil pupils: 4,44,370 Muslim
pupils: 2,07,240

Sinhala teachers 133,264
Tamil teachers: 14,570 Muslim
teachers: 8,880.

According to fthese figures
there is a Sinhala teacher for
23-2 Sinhala students a Tamil
teacher for 30'4 Tamil Studen-
tsand a Muslim teacher for
23-3 Muslim Students. If there
is to be a Tamil teacher for
232 Tamil Students as in the
case of the Sinhala students
4584 Tamil teachers should be
_appointed immediately.

I have pointed out this
shortage of Tamil Teachers in
a private member’s motion for
which I gave notice last year
itself. The motion is as fol-
lows: ;

«“Mr. K. P. Ratnam,— Ap-
pointment of 4,000 Tamils
Teachers,— That whereas 22,
399 Sinhala teachers, 1,518
Tamil Teachers and 1,164
Muslim teachers have been
appointed by this Government
from the time of its coming
to power up to October 1979;
and whereas the percentages
of this appoinments in relat-
ion to the census of 1971 are
89 % Sinhala teachers as again-
st a Sinhala population of
72% 6% Tamil teachers as
against a Tamil population of

-according to the population
statistics still there are  vacan-
cics for another 4,000 . Tamil
‘teachers; this Parliament is . of
opinion that the Government
should take steps to- appoint
4,000 Tamil teachers immedi-
ately”. ‘

This motion makes it crystal
clear that the injustice and the
discrimination against the Ta-
mil students were done during
the regime of the present Go-
vernment, as a result of partia-
lity shown in the appoinment
of teachers.

During President Jayewar-
dena’s regime teachers were
appointed in hundreds from
the Sinhala electorates and in
tens only from the Tamil
electorates. For example: 869

- teachers from Dedigama elect-

orate, 567 teachers from Wel-
ligama electorate 514 teachers
from Harispattuwa electorate
and 455 teachers trom Weli-
mada electorate were appoin-
ted. (Hansard dated 9-6-81).
But from all the fourteen
electorates of Northern Pro-
vince only 752 teachers were
appointed. When we compare
the number of teachers appoin-
ted from these 14 electorates
with the number of teachers
appointed from - Dedigama
electorate the latter had 177
teachers more than that of the
14 Tamil electrorates.

In the 108 Tamil schools in
Vavuniya electorate the short-
age of Tamil teachers is 378.
But the 21 Sinhala school in
that electorate have 4 teachers
in excess (Hansard dated
16-12-81).

The shortage of Tamil tea-
chers is a serious problem
which affects badly not only
the life and welfare of the Ta-
mil students but also their

" future and progress. It is the

prime duty of President Jaye-
wardena’s Government which
talks of equality, socialism,
democracy and Dharmishta to
remove the grave injustice and
the planned discrimination ag-

Saturdav Review

WHAT IS

It has become a fashion
among some educated sceptics
and imporiant personalities to

| condemn Astrology and Astro-
logers. Is it because of their

lack of knowledge of astrology
or because of self-conceit?
One must at least know the
fundamentals of a subject be-
 fore onetries to pass judgement
on it | ) o

Astrology is a, noble science
like any other science. It exp-
lains the co-relation of the
| celestial . phenomena and the
corresponding terrestial events.
Man with all his scientific
knowledge and super intelli-
' gence sometimes makes blun-
‘ders whereas the movement
of planets and celestial bodies is
according to a perfect plan
where no mistake occurs. Cel-
estial bodies spin in the uni-
verse at teriific speed and yet
there is no collision. The arra-
ngement and movement are
according to a set plan and
precision. Everyone seems to
accept Medicine as a_science.
But yet thousands of deaths
| occur daily at the hands of the
practicioners of this science.
Does anybody question the
validity of Medicine as a sci=
ence? No, they either put it
down to negligence, incom-
petence, lack of care,lack of
individual skills or Fate. But
if an individual astrologer
makes a mistake they rush in
to disprove the scientific basis
of Astrology itself ?

Laws of Cause

and Effect
CPSRESHISTSRNTIE

If the science of Astrology
is pursued for its own sake it
will turn the mind of the aspi-
rant inwards, leading him to
the realms of abstract thought
| thereby developing the mind

and brain. Astrology shows the
| laws of cause and effect wor-
 king. One must realise that the
' conditions in life in which we
find ourselves is by no acci-
dent. Deep Within * each heart
is the germ of divinity and it
is for each of us to evolve that
germ into bud, flower and
sweet fruit.

Astrology is the science
applied to human life and
unfoldment dealing with cha-
racter, mind and disposition
brought over by each indivi-
dual from past life. Each soul”
brings with it into this world
a record of past experiences.
That is indicated in the horos-
cope. A horoscope cast for
the exact moment of any chi-
1d’s birth reveals to the Astro-
logy the child’s character and
nature according to which the

ainst the Tamil students.

child can best be trained.

ASTROLOGY?

Various' people give various
interpretations to the moment
of birth of a child. Some say
that the time of birth is the
time of presentation of the head
of  the child, some say that it
is'the time when the umbilical
cord is severed; some say that
the time is the time the: child
drops on 'the ground ejected
from the mother’s womb; some
are of the opinion that the
time of birth is the time when
the child utters the first cry.

"One has to accept the last for
the following reason: the child

is alive even in the mother’s
womb. It is alive even after it
is ejected from the womb on
to the external world *exposed

‘tothe atmosphere. Yetit takes

time sometimes 1or it to burst
out with its first cry. The
first cry comes out with the
first breath. The first breath
stimulates the mind to start its
functions.

5

human being generates or cre—
ates what are called thoughts.
These thoughts are subtle
forces passed on into the
universe. These thoughts if
generated by @ person of strong
will power can either destroy
if the thoughts are evil, or do
good, if they are beneficial.
Our thoughts contribute to
form our nature or character.
These thoughts and character
formation are contributed by
the element that is strong‘ly
influencing our mind and body
This is how we create our OWn
destiny or fate.

Critics generally say that
Astrology induces fatalism and
denies free-will. It actually
indicates the destiny one has
made of himself and it also
shows the strength of one’s
free-will within the fate. it
we accept the divine nature of
man we are bound to recogn-
ise free will as an attribute,
because if we do not accept
it then we have to accept that
our destiny is limited. By the
exercise of free-will one chooses' -
his fate: joy or sorrow. Man
is free to do what he wants
but the consequences that

by S. RATNARAJAH |

Most people-the Doctors,
Nurses and Midwives-know
that every child does not cry

-out as soon as the head comes

out. It takes sometimes half

‘an hour to forty-five minutes

or even more for the child to
cry after its ejection from the
womb, If the Doctors think
that the mothers should be
attended to immediately they
attend on the mother and then
only they clean the child, give
ita shake anda tapon the
back when the child pulls in
the air and yells out. It is at
this time that the cosmic ene-
rgy enters the child’s body and
starts its various functions and
the child is born to the radi-
ation of the cosmic energy.
This indicates the strength of
the five elements: earth, water,
fire, air and ether and this
will be indicated in the chart
drawn for that time. When
one says that a certain planet
is a strong benefic, thatshows
the strength of the particular
element that planet represents.

People say that everything
happens according to our des-
tiny but none cares 10 invest-
igate what destiny 1s. Every

flow from this will have to
manifest either in this life or
in lives hereafter. Having cont-
ravened the laws of harmony
by our free-will then we must
face the consequences. Astro-
logy clearly demonstrates that
rebirth is the law of man’s
development. We fashion our
next horoscope by our actions
in this birth.

Astrology shows what we
are today; and it also indicates
what we can make of our-
selves.

Some say that Astrology is
a fictitious science; if we refer
to the Bible, it is said that the
three wise men followed the
star that appeared in the hea-
vens and they deduced that a
great person was born and
they located the birth place of
Christ. If the three wise men
did not know Astrology, could
they have found that a great
person was born and the place
of birth? There is no use
condemning astrology. Let the
unbeliever study it and then
decide for himself whether it
is a true science or not.

charge of the column.

THE SATURDAY REVIEW is happy to announce
that beginning next Saturday, readers will be provided
regular astrological forecast for the week. A competent
and experienced astrologer and palmist, S. ‘R'at,nara‘jah,“
(author of the above article), and SR
columnist of the SUNDAY OBSERVER will be in

- Weekly Astrological
forecasts from
next Saturday

former »astrﬂlogicall :




Debates In The Legislative
Council of Ceylon-Thursday,
November 8, 1928

(Sir Ponnambalam Ramana-
than’s Speech Continued froimi
last issue) '

We expect reason to be
well poised and ~ well
balanced and our judgment
also to be well balanced and
free from likes and dislikes
if we are to arrive at right
conclusions. Upon simple
affairs that are founded upon
the perception of the senses
it ‘is possible for men to
come directly to a conclusion
‘which may in most cases
be accepted; but even then
as regards the perception o1
the senses, we see, for
instance, that the setting sun
is going apparently into the
waters. This is the report
of the senses—the sun has
gone ‘down. But is it so?

If we reason properly ac-
cording to the laws of causa-
tion, that is to say according
€o the laws of cause and effect,
.we - will see that reason
declares that the sun - did
not go down but that the
_earth has been revolving and
‘what appears to be a fact
so far as the eyes are con-
cerned is all wrong accord-
ing to the true issue. So the
“operation of reason cannot
be guaranteed to ‘be suc-
cessful even in matters relat-
ing to the perception of the
senses. -~ Then what is the
guarantee '~ upon which we
can accept the dictates of
reason? So far as we Hindus
and Buddhists are concerned
we have such .a thing as
sanathana  dharma  which
mean the eternal laws of
yeason. The Romans knew
it, and the Greeks knew it.
Their lips constantly spoke
of the eternal principles of
- justice and the eternal
principles of righteousness as
distinguished from  casual
reasons  and provisional
principles.

The eternal
R A e

principles
RN DA

Now, Sir, a very big com-
munpity ~ forming  together
more than half the popula-
~ tion of the world are used
" io the belief that if we are
“to go right we must train
our .reason to the study of
those eternal  principles of
justice and righteousness and

then try to form opinions
according to our worldy
experience. ~ The man who
wentures upon an opinion on
provisional matters, matters
ghat begin, grow, decay, and
lie, must according to the
wisest nations in the world
familiarize himself with the

principles  of  truth and
gighteousness.

The . modern term  is
“scientific ~ principles,” but
unfortunately the “scientific
principles” amount to ‘this,
that if the dictates of science
are not in conformity with
the perception of the senses,
then it is said that the dict-
ates of science cannot be
accepted.  Then they have
created scientists—I do not
mean all scientists — who
believe in spiritual life and
scientists who believe in
purely worldly life.  There
is a fluctuation between them
and most scientists say that
if ‘a conclusion is obviously
contradicted by the percep-
tions of the senses, we have
to be very careful. So you
see, Sir, in Europe there are
a number of principles which
must be taken to be wrong
because they do not stand

the test of experience.

¢ Leave our
SRR SRR ST

women alone
N R ST I

We, therefore the Hindus
and ‘the Buddhists, accept the
teachings’ of our sages as

regards the veritable existence

of ' the eternal principles
of justice and righteousness.
From that .point of view we
are prepared to judge of our
worldly affairs, and it is easy
for us to come to an actual
knowledge of the actual rules
of ‘action for purposes of
worldly life. 1 say that in
the consideration of the mat-
ters that are now engaging
out attention, we are in the
presence of a body of
principles which the Europ-
ean nations believe to be
quite right and beyond doubt
Our difficulty is this, that
everyone of the principles
that they enunciate is really
and truly wrong and can be
admitted only provisionally
for a limited period of time.
We say that because Wwe
actually see that in Europe
the opinions or principles ac-
cepted as true in one genera-
tion or half a generation
become untrue in the next
period that follows.

Because it is
spread about , are we going
to say that ocean water is
good for drinking, and not
fresh = water? No The
extensiveness or the prevalence
of something does not
its truth or suitability

prove
to wus. “You wuse these
to us. “You use these

principles yourselves,” said I
“but do not ask us to use
them.”

Another question that was
put to me was: “What about
women’s suffrage?”

I replied, “We must leave
our women alone. You have
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tion which is most sacred
and most necessary for the
welfare of life. All their
attention, all their life, all
their circumspection, must be
devoted to the home with-
out which no society can be
without which no city life
can be, without which no
Empire can be.. The moment

. you distract the attention of

such persons—the bearers of
the home, the bearers of
society, the bearers of even
cities and Empires—and al-
low them ‘to’ take part in
things foreign to the sacred-
ness of home, you desecrate
the women, and we have
practical ‘experience of it,
being the oldest nations on
the face of the earth. "You
have seen the ruin of the
greatest Empires, the Hebrew

civilization, the Caribbean
civilization.  the  Assyrian
civilization.  the - Egyptian

civilization, and every Kind
of civilization. And we say
that most: of those ruins took
place owing to this mixing
up of ideals, to the pursuit
of sensuousness and pleasure
for its own sake. We say
we do not live for pleasure
and we say we live for duty
towards man and towards
God. God is the great being
on whom all our attention
is focussed from early morn-
ing till we go to bed”

Women do all

what men do
AR SRR RSN D

Our responsibility, | meant
to tell the Commissioners, iS
first and foremost to God.
But the European nations,
whether they are E.A.s, M.
A.’s,vI.B.’s, or L.L D.’s, avoid
talking about that one subject
because they have become
scientific and they say: “We
know nothing about it. We
are agnostics. We do not
want to express an opinion;
neither can we teach it.” but
we, Sir, do teach it; we do
live that life; we draw in-
spiration from that life. and
we say, therefore, that accord-
ing to our teachings and
according to  the experience
we have had in life in respect
of the joys and sorrows of
humanity, we find that the
design of God must be care-

LlFrom th;e_,,page,s of Hansard - 50 YEARS AG
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no conception why they were
brought info being accord-
ing to the great design of
God. They occupy a situa-

fully observed and mnot be
spoilt in any way. Do not
allow our women to go to
any other field than their
own, except occasionally,

My honourable friend on
my left (Mr, C. E. Victor
Corea) said that he had heard
or read somewhere that a
mother came to a nurse with
a child and wondered whose
child that beautiful child was.
It appears the nurse said,
“Why, madam, this is your
own baby.”

I have been to different
parts of the world, and I found
both in England and in Ameri-
ca a new system of living, roo-
ted in the idea that women

may go about wherever they

like and do all that men may
do. -

February 20, - 1962

the children—sead -them tc
boarding houses, and we sce
them occasionally”, So, Sir,
those little bright souls who
are the assets of a country have
been bodily transferred from
the training, tradition and love
of parentisto hard hands,
to people who have been hired

for the occasion and who,.

therefore, being hired and be-
ing poor, cannot bring into
play those austere influences
which only a mother can bring
toplay. The parents live ip
flats, far away from their
children, the husband going
one way and the wife going
another way.

In the European countries
marriage has becume a thing
of convenience. They meet by

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan

I went first to America and
1 found the homes disrupted.
and for several reasomns. One
of the reasons was @ curious
one, that they could not find
servants well-behaved enough
to serve their mistresses in the
homes.- The servants that used
to do their work did the work
badly, and when the ‘mistress
called them to account for it
they said “Madam, you know
my work better than 1 do
Settle my pay and I walk out".
A household of husband. wife
and many children has to .be
run with the help of servants,
although servants do not care
to help in that particular and
but must have all kinds of
privileges, so-called privileges.
The home is ruined.

But in addition to this ser-
vant difficulty there were many
other difficulties. 1t is needless
for me to say what the father
and mother did. They Asaid

“This has become a serious
problem to us. We go to a
hotel, or engage a flat, and
live in it”, When 1 asked them
«“What about the children,”
the reply was “We leave out

chance, marry by accident,
and divorce themselves in the
course of a few months, and
there is complete disruption
of home life.

The question was put to me
by one of the Commissioners,
the Labourite Commissioner:
“Have you any objection tO
women’s s_u_ffrag? ?° 1 said, “I
have, because we are concern.-
ed about the.purity of the
home; about. the usefulness
of the ‘home 'to : the . Empire
itself, and ‘we 'know how to
keep the peace.” “I cannot

‘admit,” T 61d" him, “that be-

cause it suits your country it
would suit ours.” The Com-
missioners. Sir, were rather
put out about it. They could
not understand it. They live
all their lives in place which
have only little windows to sec
through. They are narrow-
visioned men. They may be
Members of Parliament, but
their narrowness of vision can-
not be overcome except by
spiritual principles and by the
spiritual practice.

(Continued in
the rext issue)
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Foreign
View

DEPUTY Inspector General
of Police A. Navaratnam sits
in his office in Jaffna, capital
of Sri Lanka’s Northern
Tamil region, musing on the
accidents that govern men’s
lives. Twenty-five years ago
he left college with a mathe-
matics degree, seeking a gov-
ernment job, and joined the
police, for reasons he can
now hardly remember. I
almost went to the govern-

ment survey department in-

stead,” he recalls, wistfully.
Navaratnam must have been
one of the last Tamils into
the force before the profes-
sion was virtually closed to
men of his race. That, in
‘turn, made him one of the
few senior Tamil officers
available when = Jaffna ‘ex-
ploded last summer in riot
and arson. ‘““And so here 1
am”, says Navaratnam, “it’s
not the way I wanted to
"come back to Jaffna.”

Police 'with

repeater shot gums

Adjusting his Sam Browne,
he walked to the window and
looked down at the entrance

to police headquarters.
guarded by Sri Lankan sol-
diers ~ with =~ Kalashnikovs.

Police with repeater shotguns
were climbing into a jeep.
“I’s a police presence,” he
said, ““but it’s not what you
could call policing.”

Indeed, in the quarter cen-
tury since Navaratnam left
Jaffna as a young police re-
cruit, relations between the
majority Sinhalese and the
minority Tamils in Ceylon
have  deteriorated beyond
anything that could have
been predicted. Then, they
were cool, but Tamil politi-
cians still accepted a unified
Ceylon, although they wanted

federal ~arrangements, and
Tamils, like ~ Navaratnam,
were still joining the civil
service and the security

forces. Nor did the people of
Jaffna and other Tamil dis-
tricts see soldiers and police
as an occupying army. Ceylon
was still one society.

The story since then can
be summed up briefly by say
ing that the Tamils asked for
too much, and the Sinhalese
gave too little. Tae educated

and ambitious Tamils lost
their privileged access to the
universities and the govern-
ment service. Land colonis-
ation  schemes infiltrated
Sinhalese peasants into areas
which had been exclusively
Tamil. No significant degree
of autonomy was granted to
Tamil areas.

Hostility grew between the
northern population and the
almost exclusively Sinhalese
police and army units posted
there. A small but not inef-
fective guerrilla  movement
emerged. while mainstream
Tamil politics moved from
the demand for federal status
to the demand for indepen-

dence., for Eelam. ancignt
name of the Tamil kingdom
which held northern . Sri

Lanka in pre-colonial times:
But, until recently, it has
been a slow malignancy that
seemed, if a strong govern-
ment in Colombo could mus-
ter the will to make a
limited number of conces-
sions. to be almost certainly

reversible.

Nineteen eighty-one, how-
ever may be seen in retrospect
as the year that the situation
went beyond a point of no
return or at least beyond the
point where restoration of
trust betwecn the two races
‘could be ° relatively  easy.
Ironically, the troubles of
1981 began with a scheme
specifically designed to mect
some Tamil grievances.Presi-
dent Junius Jayawardene,
head of state and leader of
the United National Party
which has been in ~ power
since 1977, belicved that the
Tamiis could be given some
atonomy within the frame-
work of an all-island system
of district development coun-

-

cils.

The Tamil movement, the
Tamil .United Liberation
Front, which in spite of its
name, operates as a normal
political party in the Col-
ombo parliament. was suffi-
ciently interested to cooper-
ate. But in the run-up
to the elections, extremists
on both sides moved in.

Racist _speeches
in Parliament
/

On the -Sinhalese side
there . is considerable evi-
dence of an attempt to mani-
pulate the elections in the
Tamil region so as to prevent
the TULF from gaining total
control of the new councils,
On the Tamil side, there
were the Tigers, the name for
the two guerrilla groups who
have been assassinating
police, soldiers, and pro-gov-
ernment politicians and raid-
ing banks and jewellery
stores for the last six or
seven years. They shot down
a Tamil politician standing
for the government party
and, a few days later, may
also have becn  responsible
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The slow
descent

into

racial

war

ri Lanka

MARTIN WOOLLACOTT

of the GUARDIAN, London
reports from Jaffna

for the shooting of three
police at a public meeting in
Jaffna.  The - Jaffna police
augmented by units from
other parts. of the - country
who had "come in for the
elections, roared through the
town for three days, burning.
beating, and’ looting.  The
TULF, naturally,  won the
vast majority of the seats in

the six districts of the Tamil

region.

Within weeks, helped along
by racist speeches in the Col-
ombo parliament, the Jaffna
troubles led by chain re-
action to race riots and per-
secution = within = southern
they

towns from whence

spread to the tea plantation
areas, where the Indian
Tamil population — quite
distinct from the Tamils of
the north — was attacked.

Within two months as well,
there 'was a second rampage
in Jaffna, this time by the
army, after the Tigers killed
three soldiers.

Having looked over the
edge of the abyss, Jayawar-
dene and the UNP govern-
ment were moved to un-
wonted action. The presi-
dent spoke against racism,
disciplined some of his own
party’s extremists, and insti-
tuted a “dialogue” with the
TULF that has produced a
few government concessions
and may produce more. And
this is = where men like
Navaratnam come in. If — at
last — the police, with as
many Tamil officers as pos-
sible drafted in, could be
come responsive to the Tamil
community, and if local
administration, both by giv-

ing the new councils real
powers and by putting able
Tamils into senior local civil
service appointments, © could
begin to embody a sort of
Tamil autonomy in practice
— then, maybe, both Tamils
and Sinhalese could get off
the road toward insurgency
and repression. Those hopes
remain, but they are frail.

Navaratnam’s job, for in-

stance, has not been made
much easier by ' the' im-
portation of Tamil officers

who now constitute perhaps
nalf his force. Tamils or no
his men no longer walk the
beat but move around the
region only by vehicle in
armed groups of at least five.
For all but short journeys,
they are escorted by a truck-
load of Sri Lankan soldiers.
As for cooperation from the
local people in the fight
against the terrorists, Navar-
atnam confesses to  “‘an
almost total lack of intelli-
gence.” - Down the road at
army headquarters, Brigadier
Cyril Ranatunga, moustaches
bristling cheerily, is some-
what more optimistic, and
buoyed by a recent encounter
between his troops and the
Tigers, in which two rebels
were killed.  He is  also
“absolutely convinced” there
will be no repetition of the
army’s misbehaviour in
Jaffna in August.

When a battalioq goes berserk

Others are less certain.
The Sri Lankan army has
only four regular infantry
battalions and one is posted
in Jaffna at any given time.
Thus when a battalion goes
berserk, il is no easy matter

-Lanka’s peculiar

for  even  well-intentioned
officers to control. “Push too
hard.” as one Tamil official
commented, “‘and a quarter
of your army will be.. in
mutiny.” But even if police
and army do begin to behave
in a more restrained and dis-
ciplined fashion, that could
only contribute toward = a
solution. ““So long as the
fundamental political prob-
lems remain -unsettled, “said
the same official, ‘“‘there is
the possibility of provo-
cations against the security
forces and therefore the pos-
sibility of reprisals.” :

The only way out of that
awful cycle, moderate Tamils
are convinced, is real devolu-
tion of power. It could not
be an independent state or
even a federal arrangement,
but there must be a frame-
work which allows Tamils to
run their own immediate
affairs. But the district de-
velopment councils,  which
some on both sides had seen
as a step in that direction,
already seem a disappoint-
ment. ;

Six months after they were
elected their powers have not

been defined but it s
already clear that central
ministries = will ~ fight tooth

and nail to prevent the coun-
cils having any substantiye
functions, and that SEi
institution
of district ministers also mili-
tates against their prop:ér
operation. The chairman ‘of
the Jaffna  council  said
acidly: “All it is now is‘a
glorified  village administr-
tion. =

3

The Mavor of Jaiina ¢

The mayor of Jaffna,Mr.R.
Viswanathan, addresses evén
a solitary visitor as if he
were an entire public meet-
ing, his rotund voice boom-
ing and bouncing round
the mayoral chambers.*“There

is,” ‘he shouts, “a lurking
fear in Jaffna, a lurking
fear.....Nothing concrete has
been achieved in the  talks
with the government. The
development  councils  have
no funds and no. powers.

The police are scared. "Everny-
thing is on paper., Nothipg
is done.” :

Meanwhile the nature ‘of
the Tamil insurgency may ‘be
changing. Some of the 1981
killings by the rebels wete
the first where targets were

" chosen at random: Previgus

killings ‘had been assassiga-
tions of selected figures. Now
the guerrillas may be moving
to a generalised campaign
against all members of the
security forces. Once that
junction is passed, it will be
even more difficult for Sri
Lanka to pull back. With its
low rate of population
growth, its considerable re-
sources its wuseful distance
from areas of international
tension Sri Lanka is luéky
indeed among third world
states. Sinhalese and Tamils
alike would surely be mad %o
throw that away in a slow
slide towards racial war, a
war that neither side will
ever win. They may be in
the process of doing so, how-
ever. .
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The way we communicate
determines our successes and
failures more than any other
human acuvity.

The average person is in-
yolved in communication at
feast 70 percent of his waking
time. For many people the
figure is even higher. We
are almost  continuously
bombarded by information
aimed at us through radio,
television, personal convers-
ation, telephone, billboards,
newspapers,  books, and
many other forms of com-
anication. Most of us. are
victims of information over-
foad. Tt is simply impossible
to absorb all the information
aimed at us. In order to
protect our sanity We tend
1o screen out more and more
information.

When we read a TCWS-
paper, we ckim through it
‘quickly, stopping only at
those items whose headings
interest us. Usually the first
paragraph determines whether
~we will read the entire item
or switch to the next one.
‘While it would take a person
several hours to read the
average  daily newspaper
(disregarding advertisements),
d¢he average person spends
less than twenty minutes.
Most people listen to radio,
watch television, read printed
material, and engage in con-
yersations without picking up
but a fraction of the inform-
ation conveyed. In fact, every
day millions of words are
printed and spoken without
the message getting across
to the majority of people
exposed to it.

A FIRM SLAP ON
THE BUTTOCKS

Since the day we were born,
we have been involved in com-
munication, and if we failed
¢0 announce our arrival, 2
firm 'slap om oOur buttocks
imitiated us into the COmMURc-
ation process. Crying is the
snitial form of Communication
for all of us and is interpreted
as our successful entry into
this world. When we use this
attention - getting technique
beyond the diaper stage, some

. of us may get slapped again—
got to encourage UsS but to
silence us. Despite our life-
jong experience with com-
munication, the amazing fact
js that few people are aware
of their communication de-
ficiencies.

It is commonly assumed
that when people talk or
write they communicate, but
comniunication is not that
simple. Communication takes
place only if we succeed
4n making others understand
our thoughts and feelings.1f
we hear what a person says
but fail to understand what
he means, communication
has not taken place.

The communication process
requires four components in
order to function.  These
are the sender (the person
who provides the informa-

tion), the message (the in-

fornfation provided) the
medium  (the manner in
which the information is

communicated) and the re-
‘ceiver (the person at whom
the information is directed).
While we have considerable
control over the first three
we have none over the, last
one.

CAUSES OF
MISCOMMUNICATION

We may be able to express

ourselves clearly, but this in.

itself is no guarantee that
the person to whom we ad-

_dress this information will

understand it or even pay.-
If the in=

attention to it.
formation is ignored, there
obviously is no communic-
ation at all. If it is mis-
understood, miscommunic-

‘ation has taken place.

Miscommunication is one
of the main causes of human
conflict. It can lead as easily
to divorce as it cam to War.
In business, miscommunica-
tion often proves to be a
shortcut to bankruptcy. Mis-
communication is the direct
result of misinterpretation.

The same word may evoke
very different 1esponses in
people with different back-
grounds. For example,
words like abortion, capital
punishment, orf communism
are subject to 2 wide range
of interpretations. Similarly,
éestures can convey not only
different, but even opposite,
meanings.  For example,
there are parts in India
where nodding one’s head

“no” while shaking

means °no
it means ‘‘yes’. Other
com-

forms of non-verbal

munication, such as a smile
or frown, can convey vary-
ing messages- A smile does
not necessarily indicate that
a person is happy- He or
she may be merely polite
or tell you without words to

keep your distance. A
frown may indicate angel,
concern, concentration, O

puzzlement. Non-verbal com-
munication is generally more
reliable than verbal communi-
cation, but it is also subject

to far wider interpretation.

MEETING A PERSON
FOR FIRST TIME

Communication more than
anything  else determines
what we think of people.

. When we meet a person for

the first time, we immediately
begin an evaluation process.
Our evaluation is based on
a number of factors, usually
in the order of the person’s
appearance, what he or she
says, and how he or she

says it.

The manner of speech or

_dress may be perfectly ac-

ceptable in the case of one
person and totally unaccept-
able in the case of another.
For example, we would con-
sider it quite normal if a
mechanic told _us that the
engine of our car is shot,

while we would bé shocked
if the same term Wwas used
by a doctor describing our
health. Similarly, we think
it is perfectly normal to see
jeans, 2 beard, and beads
on an artist, but we would

be quite dist-

most  likely
urbed if 2a judge appeared

this way in court.

What we say
we do are subject to such a

wide range of interpretations
that it is impossible  to
foresce them all. Variations
in interpretation make the
same person, the same words,
or the same act appear
different to different people.
This fact, more than any
other, is the primary cause
of miscommunication and

conflict.

Changing 2 COuTSe of ac-
tion at the suggestion  of
someone else may make you
seem flexible to one person
and indecisive 10 another. A
very poignant example of
differing interpretations was
told by a recent torture
victim from Argentina. The
woman noticed her tormentor
wore a small cross around
his neck and asked the man:
“How can you do this to me?

What does the cross ‘mean

Without inter-
rupting the proceedings he
replied ~simply “QOrder”. It
meant love to her.

to you?’

HOW WE INTERPRET
MESSAGES.

Factors  influencing in-
terpretation are experience,

education, mood, physical
and mental condition, en-
vironment,  smell, sounds,

space, tone, gestures, timing,
to mame but a few.

What is said does not only
depend on the person saying
it but also om the listener.

and what‘

For example, yow’re bound
to explain the details of 2a
car accident very differently

to your Spouse than you

would to a policeman.

What is said is only part
of the message. Often more
important is who says it and
how, when, where, and why
it is said. The importance
of who is essentially a matter
of status and your relation-
ship to the speaker. It is
nice if a friend compliments
you about the way Yyou
handle a situation, but the
compliment means mMOre if
made by your boss and is
particularly meaningful  if
made by an adversary.

kv
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HOW things are said
determines to a large extent
the response you will get.
Choice of words, tone, and
non-verbal cues such as
facial expressions are critical
factors.

Knowing when and where
to verbalize your thoughts
requires tact and insight.
Anyone who has ever been
in love knows the vital
importance of timing and
environment ~ for  intimate
discussions. Why something
is said usually is a matter of

speculation. If we know the

real reasons, Wwe also know
the actual value of what is
said and the credibility of
the person saying it.

Objectivity is rarely evident
in interpretation. New in-
formation is interpreted on
the basis of our pfesent
knowledge and values. A
fair day’s wage for a fair
day’s work is interpreted by
management quite differently
than by a union. Any new
information is immediately
(and often subconsciously)

- people

f

compared to information we
already have. So 1o accept
a new idea usually requires
the rejection of an earlier
one. To abandon a previ~
ously held belief for the sake
of a new one is a difficult
task for anyome. It is
important to realize that
objectivity is more com-
mon as an ideal than
as a reality. In fact,
beyond simple indentific-
ation it does mnot exist.
For examvple there are
few possibilities for dis-
agreement when we say this
is a restaurant and that is
a judee. But as soon as we
combine the nouns with ad-
jectives and say: this is a fine
restaurant and that is a fair
judge, chances of agreement
are much smaller.

It is not surprising there-
fore that new ideas are oftem
rejected simply because they
represent change. A Britisl
author, Alistair Cooke, has
pointed out that people read
and listen primarily to rein-
force their own prejudices.

CREDIBILITY AND
TACT.

A closed mind can be very
frustrating to deal with. 1
is easier when We recognize
the reason: a dislike for
change. Though generally
are reluctant to
change their views, they can
be made to change their
mind.  In fact, few, if any,
of our-ideas and values are
completely our OWwD. Most
were shaped or  at least
influenced—by our parents,

teachers, superiors, and our _

In order to have 2
new ideas,
tact are

friends.
person accept
credibility - and
required.

(Continued on next page)
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- How well
do we

communi-
cale!

( Continued from page 5 )

In order to be credible you
must be competent and de-
monstrate your competence
by showing you know what

you are talking about.
Furthermore, to be persu-
asive you must be con-

sistent (both in fairness and
firmness), decisive (hesitation
destroys  confidence), and
persevering.

In addition, you must be
reliable, postive, relaxed. In
other words; you must prove
you can be counted on,show
people what you .can do
rather than what you can’t
and convey all these qualities
in a relaxed manner which
generates peace of ‘mind and
receptivity in your listeners,

Tact is best shown through

recognition of another
person’s ability and experi-
ence, -and - a willingness
to have ‘one’s views chal-
lenged (and if  necessary, gy
changed). Tact is con-

sideration for the needs and
feelings of others.  Success
in  communication requires
that you communicate on the
listener’s (or reader’s) level
of interest and understand-
ing.

Obviously, you , will
quickly lose a  person’s
interest if you talk about
a subject that he or she is
not interested in.

For example, one . com-
pany sent out questionnaires
to its clients requesting in-
formation neceded to wupdate
its' files. - The response was
very poor. A communic-
ation consultant pointed out
that writing on the reader’s
level of interest would result
in much better response.The
next letter that went out
asked clients to provide the
information ~so  that any
further dividend -~ checks
might reach them without
delay. More than 90 percent
of persons contacted
complied - with the request
within seven days.

all

Even more problems are
encouniered when people com-
municate information in a
way noi understandable to the
receiver. In order to deter-
mine the level of understand-

petitions the

GANESHANATHAN
JEGANATHAN (JEGAN) of
Thondamanaru, Jaffna has
petitioned the Supreme Court,
seeking prevention of what.
he alleges as acts of torture
and infringement of funda-
mental rights at the Army
Prison, the Army Canton-
ment, Panagoda, where he
is detained along with a num-
ber of others.

Jeganathan has been under
detention at Panagoda under
the Prevention of Terrorism
(Temporary Provisions) Act
No. 48 of 1979. since May
26, 1981.

Jeganathan is being held
as a suspect “‘connected with
or concerned in. unlawful
activity to wit: the murder
of Police Officers:

1. Inspector Pathmana-
than,

2. Inspector Gurusamy

3. Police Constable Gnana-
sambandan,

4. Police Constable Siva-
nesan.

The petitioner states that
he was subjected to torture
and to cruel, inhuman and
degrading  treatment and
punishment on various OC-
casions both at the Elephant
Pass Army Camp and at the
Panagoda Army Prison.

“QOrdered to
e AL RS R A
clean the toilet”

The petitioner has alleged
that at about 6.30 a.m., on
6th February, 1982 he was
ordered by an Army Officer,
whose name he is unaware of,
but whom he could identify
to wash and clean the bath
room used by the detainees.
The petitioner did as ordered
and came back to his room
“A  few ' minutes - later
Corporal  Gunasekera, the
4th Respondent, came and
ordered him to come out
and -escorted him -to the
toilet used exclusively by the
Army Officers and ordered’
him to wash and clean the
same.  Corporal Ratnayake,
the 5th Respondent, also
ordered the petifioner to do

$0.

Jeganathan alleges that on

ing of another porson it is §his refusing to do so he was
very important to kaow his {subjected to the foliowing
or her experience aad langu- [ acts of torture and ‘cruel,
age limitations. qin?*.u.zf,mzm and dzgrading

' treatment ahd punishment by

(To be concluded next week)

the two army men:

1. He was assaulted with
fists, steel hand-cuffs and
slippers;
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They dashed his head on
the wall and attempted
to throtile him by squez-
ing his neck;

3. They attempted to dip his
face into  the squatting
pan of the toilet;

4. They threw away his be-
longings including some
books, his clothes and
his holy ash (‘“‘vipoothi’);

5. They scolded him in
obscene language and
threatened to kill him;

6. His arms were raised and
hand-cuffed on to the
wall at a height which
required him to stand on
the tips of his toes for
about an hour.

“Cannot be
R T L e

compelled”
AR S SRR AU

Jeganathan further  alleges
that the clothes he wore at
the time of this incident were
torn. He is now left with
only one sarong and the
shirt that he is wearing.

Jeganathan = has
stated that the dispute regard-
ing the washing and clean-
ing of the toilet of the army
personnel had been in  ex-
istence even prior to the in-
cident mentioned earlier,that
he was subjected to similar
acts of violence by the army
personnel in the past. He
states that as this dispute
is likely to arise in the future
too and that he will be sub-
jected to. torture again, that
he be given relief by Court.

Jeganathan has stated - that
he could not be compelled
to do any work, let alone
menial jobs, under the: law
or under the said purporied
Detention Order by the Hon’
ble Tikiri Banda .‘Verapitiya,
Minister of Taterna: Security.
There are persons, he states
in the ~Army Caatonment
employed for the purpose of
doing the work which he
and other detainees are com-
pelled to do by the Army
Officers and that they ' are
compeﬁed to perform such
jobs with a view to humiliate
them.

Attorney-at-Law Thurai-
appah Packiyanathan
filed papers on behalf of the

who

further |

Supreme Court

petitioner says that on the
6th February, 1982 the peti-
tioner had complained to a
Attorneys - at - Law Rengana-
than Srinivasan, Sellathurai
Perinpanayagam, S. C. Chan-
drahasan, G._Kumaralingam
S. Navaratnam and himself
that he had been subjected
to torture cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatment and
punishment that very morn-
ing, and that the petitioner
had instructed him at that
meeting to file this applica-
tion on his behalf.

“Trampled by

the Police”
e e

Jeganathan according 1o
his Attorney-at-Law had com
plained of torture even prior
to his being brought to Pana-
goda. Among other acts of
torture, he states that when
he was taken from place to
place in Jaffna for the purpose
of investigation he was
wrapped in sheet or canvass

Detainee at Panagoda
alleges torture; ’

and they are given bones;
most of the good clothes
and prepared food items sent
to them from homes do not
reach them and are pilferred;
medical assistance is hard to
get and invariably they are
only given Disprin for all’
ailments.  Detainece  Kula-
segararajasingham  who  is
visited every week by the
JM.O. continued to bleed
from his rectum for days
without adequate medical
treatment until the J.M.O.
had to insist on some drugs
that he had prescribed being
provided.

Jeganathan has given the
names of the following deti-
nees who were witnesses to
some or many of the acts of
torture and has instructed
his lawyer to move the
‘Supreme Court to summon.
them to testify to the same.:
The names of the detainees
are: :

and put: on the floor-board 1. Kulasegararajasingham,
of the vehicle and .was 2. Muruogiah,
trampled by the Police and 3. Arunagirinathan,
army officers who used him 4. Sivaselvam,
as their foot rest and that he 5. Thamu Kandiah,
had to suffer the heat of the 6. Kumarakulasingham
floor-board of the vehicle 7. Mariyampillai,
during the journey’ . 8.. Srijeevagan, ?
G o 9. Vimalarajah, :
Setting out the conditions g Sivapathan, ;
under which he and the other ;4 Amirthalingann_
suspects are being detained 5 Njicholas,
at Panagoda he states that 13. Nadarajah
the food given to them iS 14 geljathurai.
inadequate except when 5 v, garaj ah.y
personally supervised by the o Tharmalingam,
superior officers. » At times 1~ gutumar,
water is poured or excess 1g gumar !
salt is put into the food 19 glango.
items.  Sometimes a little 5q Raju: :
meat that is meant: to be 21 Kutimani, : ‘)
served to them is eaten by 2. Thangathurai, i
some of the service personnel 23, Thevan.
ADVERTISEMENT T
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INDIA & PAKISTAN -

Between 30 January and
{ February, the Foreign
Ministers of India and Pak-
istan met in New Delhi, and
concluded the  preliminary
phase of the bilateral talks
directed towards the finalis-
ation of a no-war agreement
between the two countries. In
the joint press statement re-
leased on 1 February, the
two Ministers = noted with
_ satisfaction that ‘““the air had
. been sufficiently cleared to
facilitate  specific consider-
ation of the elements which
could constitute the subst-
ance of such an agreement.”
The Ministers also  agreed
that the officials of the two
- countries  would meet in
Islamabad before the end of

o February to continue their -

exchange of views on the
contents of the proposed
agreement. %

The successful conclusion
of a no-war agreement would
enable both countries to con-
centrate  their limited re-
sources on economic develop-
ment rather than squander
them in fueling a sub-con-

race. The

tinental arms
chances of such an agree-
ment being concluded in the

near future however are,
rather meagre.. But both
Mrs. Gandhi and the Foreign
Minister of  Pakistan, Mr.
Agha Shahi, have declared
that pact or no pact, the two
countries will not go to war
with each other. If it is so,
why the recourse to massive
armament * build up, partic-
ularly by Pakistan? If Pak-
istan will not agree, in the
first place, to limit its arms
purchases from the Western
countries to its legitimate de-
fence requirements, how can
the proposal for a no-war
agreement be taken to a suc-
cessful  conclusion? How
can even the bilateral talks
proceed,  with India insist-
ing that Pakistan should stop
its arms purchases and not
act in violation of the Simla
agreement - reached in July
1972 between  Bhutto and
Mrs. Gandhi?

India has already taken a
firm stand on this matter
both during the Delhi talks

A NO-WAR PACT 7

-and in the preparatory ex-

changes that preceeded the
talks.
point out the incongruity
between Pakistan’s offer Tor
a no-war agreement and its
continued  procurement of
arms.
as a surprise and it gave
Islamabad a slight edge in
the ensuing diplomatic mano-
uvres. Pakistan, to begin
with, wrapped its offer in a
diplomatic note verbale, which
reached the Indian officials
on 15 September 198].

It has subsequently been
reported that the no-war
proposal itself had formad
a part of a mete circulated
among US Ilegislators, who
were opposed to American
aid being given to Pakistan
to be used for agression
against India, and who need-
ed re-assurance about Pak-
istan’s true intentions, parti-
cularly on the eve of their
endorsing US aid commit-
menttype to Pakistan.

India did not fail to

The offer itself came

Indian response..

When McNamara first
set up his arms sales orga-
nisation in 1961, with
Henry Kuss at the Pentagon
the majority of the custo-
mers were in the industrial
world. The sales campaigns
were unrelenting, when they

" sold their Hercules or Tige-
s to Europe or the Fl11 to
Britain; But these developed
countries could be expected
to defend there own inter-
ests.

Gradually, however more
of Kuss’s sales were going
to the Third World, with
a growing proportion dest-
ined for the Middle East,
and here the effects of the
salesmen were more far
reaching: for they werein a
position to influence the
priorities and patterns of
developing countries.

In theory the control
system in the Pentagon and
the State Department could
ensure that countries only
bought what they really
needed: in the State Depa-
rtment. apart from the
Arms Control and Disar-

mament Agency, therg: ‘was
the office of Munitions

Control, to supervise the
licensing of all lethal weap-
ons. But that office had
no real authority to the
Pentagon sales; and their
staff was tiny compared
to the Pentagon teams, or

Who started
war 1n 1965

to the armies of company
salesmen, pushing their wa-
res in Washington and roa-
ming through the capitals
of the Third World. Just
how ruthless and effective
was their pressure would

only emerge a decade

later. ;
By the mid - 'sixties,

Congress  was becoming

more worried by the effects
of arms sales in the Third
World, partly as a result
of the Indo-Pakistan war
of 1965, where American
arms (togeher with those
of other countries) were
used on both sides. Pakist-
anis in Patton tanks fou-
ght Indians in Sherman
tanks, and both armies
were flown in American
transports. The  United
States soon embargoed the
supplyof arms to both sides
(though Ilater relenting to
supply ‘non-lethal’ arms)
but the American role in
the war aroused sharp
Tecrimination:

‘The arms we supplied
under this policy, said J.K
Galbraith the former Amb-
assador to India, ‘caused
the war .... If we had not
supplied ' arms, Pakistan
would not have sought the
one thing we wanted above
all to avoid: namely a
military solution’.

the
s

The concern ‘about the
American role was height-
ened by the discovery that
during the embargo Paki-
stan had received ninety
American F86 Sabra jet
fighters t o reinforce their
tiny air force. The planes
had, it turned out, been
€xported by West Germany
ostensibly to Iran, but in
fact for use in Pakistan.
The deal had been done
by a German middleman,
Gerhard Mertins, a bomb-
astic a rms dealer who was
then an associate of Sam
Cummings; but Mertins at
that time had lose connec-
tions with the German
secret service, and it was
quite clear that the sale of
tTge planes had been perm-
itted by the Pentagon. (Do
you imagine, ‘Mertins
said to me later, ‘that we
wouldn’t have American
permission ?’) The trans-
fer suited everyone except
the Indians: the West Ger-
mans wanted to sell the
planes, which wére outda-
ted by the new Starfight-
ers; Mertins got his com-
mission: thePakistanis nee-
ded them urgently; and
the Americans were anxious
to please the Pakistanis
without being seen to.

(from: “The Arms Ba-
zar” by Anthony Sampson
pp 201 — 202)

~ America, and

Quite appropriately, per-
haps, Mrs. Gandhi dismis-
sed the offer as a propaganda
gimmick tailored for Americ-
an consumption. However,
on recelving a written ' pro-
posal from Presidént Zia, on
22 November, - she “decided
to hint of a meaningful
. This she
did while  addressing the
students of  the National
Defence College, two days
later. The very next day, on
25 November, the Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, P.V.
Narasimha Rao declared in
the Lok Sabha, that Pakistan
has made a positive offer
for a no-war agreement. He
went on to recall, for the
benefit of fellow Parliament-
arians, that the proposal for
a no-war . agreement, had
been originally advanced by
India thirty two years ago,
and that successive Pakistan
Governments  had consist-
ently rejected the proposal.
In a pointed reply, Zia
queried whether the Indian
Government  was keen on
emulating the mistakes of the
previous  Governments  of
Pakistan. His Foreign Minis-
ter Agha Shahi was more
modest and disclaimed any
originality

February 20, 1982

propriate to the mass of the
people but directed all along
to multiply the acquisitions
of a few hundred families
and their minnions; of un-
mitigated repression unleash-
ed by the ruling Juntas on
the people of East Pakis-
tan (before 1971) and now
on its own people and its
different nationalities. Fore-
ign assistance, boih econo-
mic and  military, came to
provide the ecatalyst for the
tragic  developments within
Pakistan.

e Y

An embrace : India’s Foreign
Ministor Rao and his counter
part Shahi, who has since
resigned.

Foreign News Review

by

RAJAN

Story of
Pakistan

India, however, cannot be
unaware of  the objective
reasons for the incongruity
between Pakistan’s simul-
taneous proposal for a no-
war agreement and its provo-
cative  armament build-up.
Pakistan, from its very birth
which itself came as a tragic
fusion of religious myth and
geographical  miracle, both
before and after the dismem-
berment of East Pakistan,
has had to, pay the price of
being an outpost of western
imperialism, in order to be
able to obtain the much
needed foreign aid for econ-
omic development.

On 2 February 1951 it
signed its first economic as-
sistance  agreement  with
three years
later on 25 February 1954 it
began receiving US Military
aid, and commenced its
course of dependent develop-
ment. It is not suggested
here that Pakistan could not
have chosen an alternate path
of development, or that its
role in the cold war and its
entry into military alliances
(SEATO) were intended to
ensure - its economic susten-
ance. The story of Pakistan
is the story of abortive ex-
periments with  Parliament-
ary and democratic process;
of a  military-bureaucratic
elite  dominated polity; of
development utterly inap

Externally, Pakistan  has
always been tormented by the
image of an invading India.
Even during the Delhi talks,
the Pakistan journalists need-
led Prime Minister Mrs.
Gandhi to derermine whether
India has finally reconciled it-
self to the existence of
Pakistan as a separate count
try. The questions were not
certainly intended to be mis-
chievous, and Mrs. Ganqzl.i
promptly rejected them as
“utter nonsense”, She recal-
led Nehru’s communication
to Ayub Khan that “the idea
of a war with Pakistan is
repugnant to us and India
will never commit agression
against it.” All the same even
after the Soviet incursion
into Afghanistan in 1980
when Pakistan began stepp-
ing up its defence build up,
the country’s spokesmen have
Continued to insist that Pak-
istan regarded “India —and
not the USSR as the
principal threat ‘toits security’

Cold War &
Arms Sales

The above factors will
have to be taken into ac-
count by India while endeavo-
uring to settle down with
its neighbour in a long-term

(Continued on next page)
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and lasting peace in South
Asia. Of the two India is
the much
mith its
times more than
Pakistan, with an industrial

bigger country,
population eight

that of

ons only a dozen are dep-
loyed on the Pakistan front
as against the 16 Pakistan
divisions placed almost per-
manently and in close range
against India. India claims
that if Pakistan procures the
F - 16 jets from America, it

Saturday Review

Pakistan - Of all the Govern-
ments that the country has
had, the present one suffers
the worst -isolation from all
sections of the people. The
consideration whether a last-
ing peace agreement could
be entered into with such a

base which is ten  times can attack any part of India. government, should weigh
larger, and with a  bigger India will of course retaliate rather  heavily in India’s
military establishment. Yet, with French Mirages, which, thinking.

India’s quest for lasting peace
does not stem from econ-
omic considerations- alone.
From the point of view of
military strategy, the stand-
ing deployment of forces is
such that in the event of any
confrontation, Pakistan car
inflict heavy early losses or
India, before the latter can
counter in strength. India-
has to spread its defence
resources along one of the
largest land  boundaries in
he world; of its thirty divisi-

incidentally are being pur-
chased by Pakistan too. (See
Box).

The re-activation of cold
war and the proliferation of
worldwide arms sales would

_invariably and inevitably viti-

ate all genuine efforts to con-
clude- a no-war agreement
between India and Pakistan.
There is another factor which
India will not fail to take
note of. That is the nature
of the present regime in

if the intention of the ex-
ercise is to wrest - political
and subtle military advant-
ages, one cannot be sanguine
about the  suceessful con-
clusion of the no - war agree-
ment talks. The only positive
outcome of the Delhi talks
was the cordial agreement to
continue with the talks, and
in continuing the exercise
neither country has much. to
lose.
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Kurikadduvan inquest

‘“Army men cried

‘Mage Amme’ &

jumped into sea”

“Immediately we heard the
sound of gun shots the two
soldiers inspecting a launch
shouted out ‘Mage Amme’
jumped into the sea, swam
towards the bridge and hid
behind a rock there”.

This is what Gnanapra-
gasam Thevasagayampil lai, 38
the boatman of the launch
¢ Vadathharakai’ ( Northern
Star ), which regularly plies
between Kurikadduvan Jetty
and Neduntiva (Delft) told
the Kayts Magistrate, Mr. T.
K. N. Thilagan, at the in-

quest into the fatal shooting

of Mr. G. H. M. Abeyratne
Banda, a soldier attached to
the Palaly Army Camp, on

‘the noon of 13 February at

the Kurikadduvan Jetty.

The Kurikadduvan Jetty,
Pungudutivu, about 20 miles
away from Jaffna, constructed
around 1970, serves as the
launching - point - for boats
plying between Jaffna and
Nainativa ( Nagadeepa ), and
Jaffna and Delft.

Boatman Thevasagayampil-
lai went om to say: At

about 11a. m. on the 13th,

I brought my launch from
Neduntiva to Kurikadduvan.
Round about 12, I was in
the launch which was sche-
duled to rcturn at 12-30 p. m.
The Nainativu - bound launch

too was moored at the jetty.
- A mini-bus halted nearby was

loading onions. No passengers
had boarded the launch at
that time.

“Two unarmed soldiers
boarded a launch and ex-
amined it. After they "had
finished their search, some
passengers came on board, 1
saw a jeep halted in the
direction of the north but
I don’t know whether there
was a soldier inside the jeep.”

“At the sound of the gun-
shots the two soldiers in a

launch leaped into the sea.
Then 'two armed youths, clad
in slacks and shirt, came
towards me. One fired into
the air while the other shouted
out “We’ll shoot you too if
you try to start your launch.”

-“The youth pointing a gun
at me was well- set, fair-
complexioned and about 3
feet tall. The other, a little
distance away, was taller and
darker.”

Showa sub-machine guns
and other weapons by the
prosecution, the witness said
one of the youths had two
sub-machine guns (one of
them cradled under his arm-
pit) and a revolver, while
the other held a repeater shot-
gun in his hands.

“The person who fired into
the air ordered the passengers
in my launch to get down
and follow him. I saw them
pushing a jeep halted there.”

“Two or three - more gun-
shots followed the first one
and I hid in the wheel-house.

“The frightened passengers
in my launch urged me to
start the launch at once, say-
ing that two persons had hi-
jacked the mini-bus they had
travelled in.”

“When I started my launch,
the two soldiers who had hid-
den under the bridge asked me
to take them to Nainativa. I
took them along. They asked
me_to put them in the launch
going towards Nainativa. 1
did so.”

The two soldiers, Lance
Corporal Sarathchandra and
Private Wannigasooriya, did
uot appear before the Magi-

- strate to testify.

Delivering a verdict of hom-
icide the Kayts Magistrate
ordered the police to carry
out further investigations.
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Moving truck

of Army

passers — by

February 20,

men beat up

~Nearly twenty persons were
assaulted by a moving. truck-
load of Sri Lanka Army per-
sonnel near the Old Park Road

Columbuthurai Road Junction,
Jaffna, at about 7-30 p. m.
on 16th February. Victims,
among whom were two Sinha-

lese, have complained tha
flailing belts were used in the
assault.

ill K.K.S.

become arid

ih

Production at the Kanke-
santhurai Cement Factory
will jump to 3,200 tons per
day—the output of the present
running plant is 1,600 tons
a day—once the new plant,
which will have three times

the capacity of the present
one, starts functioning.

Ecologists are deeply con-
cerned about the insidious

threats the boost in production:

pose for the region.

Jafﬁ‘na, they point out, is

totally dependent on its un-:

derground water resources -
and these are limited. Indis-
criminate drilling or quarry-
ing of the limestone bedrock,
which stores up the under-
ground fresh water, will des-
troy the natural balance bet-

shock

o AR Sy

Electricity bills

ween salt water and fresh
water.

What will happen then is
too frightening to think about
they say. The seeping-in of
saline water will not only help
overwhelm  the underground
fresh water resources but also
lead to sea erosion and make
all* cultivable land in the
Kankesanturai area useless.

These sources -also under-
line the fact that limestone
is not a replenishableresource:
cement cannot be recycled into
limestone. :

Estimates indicate that the
new plant’s production capa-
city will ravage the limestone
deposits in and around Kan-
kesanthurai in 25 years.

Jaffna

householders

The new system of billing
for electricity has pushed ele-
ctricity way up into the cate-
gory of luxury goods that an
average householder cannot
afford. People in Jaffna: who
were paying within the range
of Rs, 40-Rs. 50 earlier have
now received bills for Rs. 500/-

In Jaffna there are other
factors which cause the high
billing of electricity. Recently,
a private householder who
was earlier paying around Rs.
18 found to his dismay that
he had been billed for Rs.
1000/-! When he went to the
electrical department of the
Jaffna Municipality the empl-
oyees apologised to him and
admitted that there had been a
mistake

If one goes to the electrical
department of the Jaffna
Municipality one meets a
fagged out employee *poring.

and struggling over a maze of
figures in front of him. Four-
teen such men, calculate man-
ually, the bills of every single
household that uses electri-
city, in the Jaffna Municipal
area. Their workload has be-
come much worse, ever since
the introduction of the new
tariff system which charges

~ differentrates for everyslab of

inceased units. Very often ther
employees have to do three
to four calculations for each
establishment.

In this computer age, one

finds it hard to imagine that |-

‘these employees are not pro-

vided with a set of calculators
which are cheaply available in
the market. This would mnot
only save on valuable manpo-
wer but also greatly minimise

errors in the calculations. Ap-
parently the request for cal-
culators by

the employees!

jears ?

from the Municipal authorit-
ies has met with no response.

Lanka Cement Ltd—a newly
formed semi-public company
where the Cement Corporation
holds 51 percent of the shares-
which will run the new plant
would by then have made its
profits a hundred times over,
exploiting cheap labour and
natural resources.

Bengali play
in Tamil — in

Jaftna today

“Faceless Men”, a Tamil
translation of Badal Sircar’s
Bengali play “Evam Indrajit”
will go on the boards today
(20th February) at Veerasin-
gham Hall, Jaffna.

This is the fifth time the
play, directed by K. Balendra,
is being performed by the Sri
Lanka Performing Arts Soci-

ety. <

Two youths
hauled up for
carrying cash

Two youths taken into cust-
ody on the night of 16th Feb-
ruary with a James Bond style
brief case stuffed with currency
notes are being interrogated
by the Jaffna Police. The
youths were taken in when they
were ftravelling in a Morris
Minor car.

Army men
surround
model market

Army personnel, armed to
the teeth, surrounded Jaffna’s
model market around noon
on 17th February and took
away a youth working in a
restaurant inside.
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