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That great interpreter of Art and Culture, Dr.

Ananda Coomaraswamy quotes with approval in one
of his books, a line from poet Blake: .

“When nations grow cold
The Arts grow cold
And Commerce settles on every tree...”

On Monday evening, Commerce will settle on
the chairs at Veerasingham Hall, Jaffna, when Indlan
danseuse Swarnamukhi dances to an audience com-
posed on class lines. The upper crust of culture-
crazy-capitalist connoiseurs of Bharata Natyam will
pay Rs.250/- for two seats and -Rs. 100/- for every
other seat, while some professional men and their
families and maybe small - shopkeepers occupying
Municipal stalls might grab the Rs. 50/ seats. ‘' The
Rs. 25/- seats will _be reserved at the back of the
hall as a concession for the masses who could
afford it—for example, intellectuals, University Profes-
sors, academicians, men of learning and culture, stu-
dents and lovers of° Bharata Natyam! =

——

We can anticipate the argument that is coming.
It is all for a good cause, the organisers will say.
Ofcourse the restoration of the Jaffna Public Library
is a good cause, but it does not mean that bad
means should be employed- to boost good causes.
Swarnamukhi does not helong to the world of business
and commerce. She ‘Belongs to the world of Arts.
Every Jaffna citizen is .the proud inheritor of the
ancient Indian heritage that is Bharata Natyam, and
he has every right to expect any manifestation of
that heritage to reach out to him—not shut him out.

Perhaps it is'no-use blaming anybody The Values
in life have changed. There was atim: when every
Madrasi thosai kadai waiter could make out one
“Raga’’ from _another in Carnatic music. Such was

shown some social responsibility, they could raise
the same money by getting a hundred businessmen
to underwrite the “show, and through their benevolence
serve ‘an equally "good cause: enable the people who

deserve to see it, to see it. Perhaps this is also a
_pointer to what could happen in the “SOCIALIST
state of Tamil Eelam” as envisaged in Vaddukoddai.

the'\nexus between culture and the common man.
Had the -organisers used some imagination and §
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Political strategists of the United National Party have
advised the leadership to hold the Presidential and Parlia-
mentary elections in very quick succession as early as possible,
the ““‘Saturday Review’® reliably learns.

The party leadership is
confident  that, with Mrs.
Sirima Bandaranaike out of
the field and opposition unity
still 2 long way off, Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene  has a good
chance of becoming the first
elected  President = of Sri
Lanka. (Now he holds the
plum post through 2 con-
stitutional device—Articlg
160 — which declared that
he ““shall be deemed for all
purposes to have been elected
as President....”)

The Government’s ~ deci-

_sion to amend the Constitu-

tion to advance the date of
the Presidential  poll was
prompted by this confident
assessment of the prospects
of the party candidate.

The most talked about
date in political circles in

“Colombo is some time in

December, after the present-
ation of an “Election Budget”.

But the party’s political
strategists have warned that

this would give ‘““too much
time” for the = opposition
parties to organise  them-
selves. The prospects of an
election might even make
them bury their differences
and come together to face

. what all of them agree is.

their “‘common enemy’’, the
UNP. :

They have also pointed out

that last-minute  reliefs,
through salary increases,
price reductions - and the

grent of jobs, may not work-

with the electorate.

According to these strat-
egists,  Mr. Jayewardene
should order a Presidential
election no  sooner Parlia-
ment gives its stamp of ap-
provael to the contemplated
amendments in August, tak-
ing advantage of the proposed
new minimum period—three
weeks—between the procla-
mation of an election and
election day.

Sri Lankaj

-

(From our Colombo Correspondent)

Then according to them,

~ while the campaign. for the

Presidential poll is on, Mr.
Jayewardene should dissolve
Parliament  and order a
General election, also within
three weeks, so that it could
take place preferably within
a week of each other.

Logistically, . this would
save much time,. money and
other resources, because the
same staff and the same
buildings and transport
could be used for both elec-
tions.

~ Security-wise, too, this
would have many advantages
as arrangements would not
have to be made twice over
and there would not be too
much time for any interested
parties to create trouble in
between the two - elections.

But the biggest advantage,
according to the strategists, is
that the opposition  parties
would be in such a state of
confusion and  exhaustion
after the Presidential poll that
they would not be in 2 position
to put up a good fight at the
general election.

(Continued on page 12)
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We the Tamils who live in
more than twenty countries of
the world and number seven
hundred lakhs have had a

long cultural contact with
France. 1he - Tamils of
Pondichcheri, Trinidad,

Mauritius and last but not
the least in importance in
this context, the Tamils of
Reunion speak the French
language very fluently. To
all of them except the Tamils
of Pondichcheri French has
become the first language,
said the Mayor of Jaffna
Mr. Rajah Visuvanathan,
speaking at a reception in
honour of the Director
General of the Alliance
Francaise Mr. Gothier Willm
and the Culturgl Adviser of
the French Embassy Mr.
Andre Girard held at the
Alliance Francaise de Jaffna
last Saturday.

Mr. Visuvanathan  said:
“The Tamils of Reunion
have achieved a special status.
Reunion although situated
in the Indian ocean yet
politically remains to this day
as a part of France and its
people accepted as part and
parcel of the French Com-
munity. The Tamils living
in Reunion number one and

- a half lakhs out of a total

population of five and a half
lakhs. Since Reunion is
politically a district of France
the Tamils living there, like
their -Reunion ~brotheren, are
entitled to all the civil rights

Tamils had®long
cultural Zcontacte=$
with¥France,
says” Jaffna Mayor

July 17, 1982

enjoyed by the French citizen.
They even enjoy representa-
tion in the French Parliament.
A prominent Temil, an At- -
torny-at-Law, Mr. Veerapillai
represented Reunion in 1979.
But I do not know whether
he is still there in the French
Parliament now.

“The Franco-Thamoul Cult-
ural Centre of Reunion has
recently organised there a2
Tamil Radio station called
Radio Kalaivarny at Sain
Pierre which broadcasts daily
Tamil programmes for five
hours. Likewise in Paris, too
you  have the ‘‘Senthamil
Osai” of Radio Soleil broad-
casting Tamil programmes on
Thursdays only. But both
these services are meant for
local listeners. I hope France
which has signed a cultural
agreement with India would
explore the possibilities of
mutoal joint efforts to link
“Radio Kalaivarny™, “Sentha-
mil Osai and Radio Pondi-
chcheri in order to cater to a
larger audience. This would
also help in the propagation
of the French language and
benefit students who have al-
ready acquired rudimentary
knowledge of  the French
language by giving them the
opportunity of an ever pre-
sent. constant contact with
that langnage.

The Mayor also appealed
for the screening of more
French films in Jaffna.
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That joke about 2 London

book seller, when zsked for - &

a copy of Sri Lanka’s Con-
_sititution,  supposedly reply-

ing, “We don’t sell Periodical -
will ‘be no. .-
joke by the time the United -

publications!”

Nationzl Party Government
finishes tempering with ‘the
fundementel law of the land,
a fundamental law of its own
crea tion.

The joke began circulating
when the Constitution, which
its chief  architect, Junius
Richard Jayewardene, boasted

would be 2 “model” to the -

world, was amended twice
within six ~ months of its
proclamztion on September
18, 1980, on both occasions
on grounds of political ex-
pediency, not principle:

.. Now we have a whole crop
of . contemplated amendments
to the Constitution as well as
to the Presidential and Parlia-
mentary Elections Acts which
taken together with several
existing draconian laws, can
have but only omne outcome—
the emergence of an autocratic

one - party state. No one, net .

even Mr. Jayewardene, if he
wants to, camn reverse this
course once the initial dang-
erous steps are takem.

It 'is like a huge boulder
toosened from  its :niorings
rolling down.a mountain
slope destroying  everything
in its path and finally coming
to rest in the valley below, its

fury - exhausted, ‘its surface

splintered.

I say that the course con-
templated by the Govern-
ment, however differently. its
leaders might think, will as-
suredly lead to comfrontation,
conflict, destruction and mis-
ery all round. It is not going
to rtesult in the accelerated
economic development based
on free enterprise thet the
Government has set as its
goal.

PRE — 1977 POSTURE

Democracy is 2 form of
government that has never
been completely 2chieved 2ny-
where, not even in the little
city state of Athens, because
it is impossible to bestow on
the whole body of citizens
the control over 2ll -their
2 flairs. So was graduelly
evolved the principle of re-
presentation,  through elec-
tions, the only method by
which 2 country could be
democraticelly governed.

Today we have 2 Iarge
number of = governments
which call themselves = “de-
mocratic”’, but even 2 cursory
exemination  would reveal
that in most of them the
spirit of democracy does not
pervede  the form,  because
the basic requirement, free

and fair elections, is absent."

Reading through a number
of Mr. Jayawardene’s speeches
in the pre-1977 era, I find that
he then firmly believed that
there could be no democracy
without free and fair elections.

Just 2s there are. Vatious
kinds of “socialism”,” some
people seem to think that
there could be verious kinds
or degrees of democracy.

s Sarurday

Review

i

‘Gamini

Mr. Jeyewardene then was
not one of them beczuse what
he admired those deys was
democracy 2s  practised in
countries like  Britein, the
United States of Americe and
Jepen, not the type that
prevails in  countries like
Chile, South Korez, Taiwan
Pzlastine end Singapore.
After 1977, Mr. Jayewar-
déne ‘has repeatedly spoken
of his firm commitment to
democracy, but there  hes
been an ever-widening diverg-
ence between word and deed.

WAYS OF DICTATORSHIP

Most 2bsent has been what
he had cherished most earlier
namely, uninhibited, robust
and wide-open = debate on
public issues; instead, many
of his Government’s actions
have been characterised by
haste, secrecy and 2uthor-
itarianism. i
gll{,emembers how his lawyers

: &

-1

or coloured by personzl or
party loyalty,power or mo ney,
or other considerzations.

Because attempts continue
to be made by Government
spokesmen to prove especially
to the outside world that Sri
Lanka is still a ‘“‘democracy”,
with all the fundamental free-
doms intact, it is mnecessary
to set the record straight.

The 1972 Constitution pro-
claimed by Mrs, Srima Ban-
darancike’s Government. was
criticised by Mr. Jayzwardene
and others beczuse it did not
fully guerentee the funde-
mentz] rights enshrined 1n it
and these fundamental rights
could be restricted for a2 num-
ber of reasons and the courts
were powerless to  intervere.
But the impressive array of
rights listed in the 1978 Con-
stitution, save those relating
to freedom of thought, con-
science and religion and to
torture, can 2lso be restricte

- e
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nstitution :

Navaraine
provisions of the repealed
Crimine]l Justice ~ Commis-

sions Law), and the Essential
Services Act 2nd the Anti-
Terrorist Act (which have
made & number of provisions
of ‘the Public Security Ordin-
ance pert of the normal law
of the land).

For the elevation of the
executive above the legislature
and the courts, the insistence
on political orthodoxy while at
the same time - suppressing
opinion unfavcurable to it and
the general exaltation of the
state through the investment
of the leader with sacrosanct
majesty are the ways of

dictatorship every where, never -

the ways of democracy*

ENDS AND MEANS

In 2 lecture on “Buddhism
and Marxism”  before the
Ceylon University Buddhist
Brotherhood in 1950, Mr.
Jayewardene pointed out that

d’those who accept and follow

end justified the means.

That was then. . Now he
2ppears to me to have come
round to the view that the
end he visualises for Sri
Lanka—no doubt a vibrant
economy and a prosperous
and heppy people—ijustifies
the means.

The means in Mr. . Jaye-
wardene’s scheme of things
must necessarily include  the
elimination. of 2ll forms of
political opposition, for with
the opposition as. presently
constituted. it 2ppears difficult
to complete the Government
development programme—
despite the UNP’s five-sixths
Parliamentary mejority. He
mey deny that such is his
intention, but 2 number of
steps zlready taken and the
contemplated  constitutional
changes will inevitably and
inexorably reduce the opposi-
tion to impotence.

What rezlly amazes me is
how such a self-procleimed
lover of democrzcy and an
upholder of the rule of law
and the independence of the
judiciary 2s he, could 'On
occasion act in so Contrary
a manner.

FIRST AMENDMENT

Take the First Amendment
to the Constitution. The

ith the

The

outcome could be

langerous !

fought valiantly- ageinst. the
Press Council Law in 1973,
quoting copiously from some
famous judgments  of the
U.S.Supreme Court? In one
case, the judge held that the
First Amendment. to the
U.S. Constitution “presup-
poses_thet right conclusions
_are more likely to be gathered

" out of 2 multitude of tongues,
than through any king of
authoriterian. selection.  To
many, this is, and always will
be, folly; but we have staken
upon it our all....”

But when it came to
devising the new Constitu-
tion, 2l these high ideals
seem to have been forgotten.
It was passed in haste, with

the barest of public discus-’

sion. Thatis why the Govern-
ment hes been compelled to
_amend it again and yet agein,
thereby becoming the laugh-
ing stock among people in
Sri Lanka 2nd abroad whose
vision hes not been dimmed

. virtually brought

and have been restricted on
occesion—for the very seame
rezsons 2s under the dis-
placed  Constitution.  The
courts have not been able to

" grant 2ny relief even when 2

right thet could mnot be rest-
ricted—“No person shell be
subjected to torture, or to
cruel, degrading or humiliat-
ing treatment or punishment-
hed been blatantly violated
by the security forces on a
number of occasions!
Political opponents claimed
that Mr. Jayewardene’s Con-
stitution, which provided for
2 strong eXecutive by devalu-
ing the power of Parliament
and the Judiciary, would
result in 2 dictatorship in 21l
but name. ~ This is what
actuelly exists in Sri Lanka
today, when consideration is

“2ls0 had of severz] retrocative

and repressive laws like the
Special Presidential Commis-
sions of Inquiry Act (which
back the

Sy i S TR T A

the teachings of Karl Marx
cannot at the same time ac-
cept and follow the teachings
of the greet religious. teachers
such 2s the Buddha, Christ
or Mohamed....”

To quote 2 few lines from
the printed script, he said
that Marx, unlike thé ‘Bud-
dha, “emphasises the eCon-
omic structure that surrounds

men. Change that structure
and man  automatically
changes. His disciples, there-

fore, are not interested’ in

changing the nature or the -

mind of man. The morality
of human existence is of no

concern to them.  Ethical
conduct is despised; the
means that are used to

achieve the end, which is the
change of the economic
structure, is immaterial, .
By highlighting this aspect
of Marxism, Mr. Jayewar-
dene was saying that, as 2
Buddhist, he did not sub-
scribe to the view that the

Special Presidential Com-~
mission - was  proceeding
ageinst the ex-Prime Minister
when in September 1978 she
filed an application in the
Court of Appeal for 2 writ of
prohibition.

- On 15th September, 1978
(according to the state-con-
trolled “Ceylon' Daily News”?
report the next day), Mr.
Jayawardene said that “‘if the
courts hold that the law im
regard to the Special Presi-
dential Commission was bad,
the Government will abide by
the verdict .and stop  the
proceedings. He was speaking
at a function at the Vidyodaya
Pirivena, Maligakande. He
added that the Government
would not interfere with the
‘Judiciary.....”’ ' :

On 9th November, the
Court held that the Com-
mission had no jurisdiction to
inquire into, or report on, or
make recommendations im
relation to Mrs. Bandarana-
ike’s administration from
1970 to 1977 since it wzs 2
period prior to the date of
enactment of the law  im
question.

(Continued overleaf)
k-
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Then on 14th November,
Mr., Jayewardene told  the
members of the  Bambala-
pitiya Flats Welfare Associ-
ation thet the Commission
would continue its work.

On 20th November,  the
U.N.P. using its steamroller
m:jority rushed two ' Bills
through P:rliament, one dec-
laring the Courts’  verdict
null and void, and the other
amending the constitution so
that the Court of Appezel
was stripped of . its writ
powers of in so far as 2
Specizl Presidentizl Commis-
sions are concerned.

The Commission continued
its work znd on 25th Stp-
tember, 1980 found  Mrs.
Banderanzike ‘‘guilty” of a
number of chzrges and
recommended thet  she -be
deprived of her civic rights.

When the Government
gave notice of a motion in
Pirlizment for this purpose,
Mrs. Bandaranaike filed a
petition in the Supreme
Court seeking protection of
her fundzmentel rights.

On 16th October 1980,
while the matter was pending
before the Court, the Govern-
ment rushed through two
resolutions, one stripping
her of . civic rights for seven
years and the other expelling
her from Parlicment. The
next day, two Bills were zlso
rammed through the House
which prohibited her from
canvissing for, or acting &S
agent of, or spe2king on
behoIf of, & cendidite or
participating in an elcction.

1

R. Premadasa

The Prime Minister, Mr.
R. Premadesa said during the
debzte thet even if  the
Supreme Court held that the
findings of the Commission
were not valid, the two
resolutions would  not be
1epezled! .

The Court finzlly held that
it wezs preventid under the
law from revicwing the find-
ings of 2 Specii.] Presidential
Commission &nd so w&S un-
able to inquire into the funda-
mentz] rights issue reised by
Mrs. Bandarenzike.

SECOND AMENDMENT

In early 1979, the Sri
Lanks Freedom Party expel-
#cd 2 M.P. znd, under the
proportionzal representation

Causerie

hd

system, his seat would have
become vacant, enzbling the
party to nominite & succes-
sor, unless the  Supreme
Court held thit the expul-
sion wes invelid. But in
February 1979, the Constitu-
tion wes amended to make

Perliz ment the finel zuthority

to decide on expulsions znd
the M.P. in question Wwes
welcomed into the fold of
the U.N.P.!

The effect of the zmend-
ment, which stipulatcd thet
any resolution to expel &
member would  require 85
votes, wes thet it encourz.ged
defections from the opposi-
tion to the Government.

All these actions  were
directed cgrinst Mr.  Joye-
wardene’s chicf politiczl rival
and her party. One woulc
hzve expectud that he would
rest setisfitd  with  these
¢‘zchievements”.  But no, he
apperently wents to use the
U.NP. perlicmentary jug-
gernzut to crush her and
her perty for ever.

I have been 2 veh¢ment
critic of Mrs. Bunderaniikl’s
regime—and suffcred for it
But I must szy that what the
Government contt mpletes
doing now, to her and her
perty, through the new con-
stitution:.]  changes,  gots
ageinst w11 canons of decency
in politice.l beheviour.

There is a more sinister
aspect to all this, for the
combined effect of the changes
would be to deprive the
PEOPLE of Sri Lanka the
opportunity to elect a govern-
meat of their choice. How
can anyonme in the Govein-
ment talk of ‘‘free and fair
elections’’ after the prcposed
‘changes are made?

Of the contempli.tcd zmend
-ments, none could cavil &t
the zdvencement of the date

It would serve to regulerise

what meny jurists have con-
sidered was an ““irregulerity”
Mr. Jayewardene was mnot
elected President directly by
the PEOPLE of Sri Lanke.
as required  uypder Article
30 (2) of the Constitution.
but was, tnder#the transi-
tional provision in Article
160, *“‘deemed for 21l purposes
to have been elected 2s the
President.”

But the proposed provi-
sions to penalise candidates
“making use of a2 person who
had lost civic rights”(thereby
making Mrs. Banderanaike
a ‘ ‘political leper”),to eneble
the President fto dissolve
Parlizment twice in the first
yeer (so that he could get rid

hostile parlizmentary
mejority) 2nd to provide for
floor-crossings after elections
(ostensibily for the purpose

of 2

of ensuring 2 “stable govern-

ment’”) are indefensible
beczuse they 2re  undemo-
crztic.

I am here reminded of two
sayings.  ‘“‘Power corrupts,
and abolute power corrupts
absolutely!”’ = “Those :whom
the Gods want to destory,
they first make them mad!

¢ Pressure

from Western

aid-givers? ’

That is by the way. Why
is the Government going to
act in the proposed manner?
A clear case of fright, many
people would say. Defeat is
something that none who has
tasted power would like to
experience, if he or she could
avert it. And defeat for the
U.N.P. eppeers 2 probability
if free end fair elections were
held.

My own conviction is that
the U.N.P. leaders are under

tremendous.  pressure  from
Western aid-givers and in-
vestors, led by the Reagan
Administration, to ensure, at
all costs, that Sri Lanka is
not fost to the ‘‘Free World”
through the emergence of a
regime hostile to their political

‘free and

el

and economic  interests and

designs.

As 1 said in 2 previous
issue . (Saturday  Review”,
Mezich 13, 1982), “Make no
mistake. the U.N.P. will
exploit every trick in the
politiccl geme to retain

power for 2s long as pos-
sible. Also make no mistake
that it will be backed by all
those forces, 'in Sri Lanka
and abroad, who wish to see
this country remain 2 ‘demo-
cracy’ of the Singzporean,
South Korean, Tziwan and
Pakistan model!”
_ But there is a2nother saying
“Man = proposes, God dis-
poses!””  This is whatthe
JU.N.P. leaders should remem-
ber as they go about cutting
2nd chopping their own Con-
stutition—changing the tules
of the game in mid-play, as
it were—to  enfrench and
perpetuate their rule.

If they want to persist in

their dangerous course, I have
one suggestion fo m
Please  bring in another
amendment to the Constitu-
tion deleting the  words
“SOCIALIST”’ and “DEMO-
CRATIC” from the official
name - of Sri Laznka.
v g )

One of the most shemeful

episodes in  Sri Lenke’s
journalistic world took place
recently when the Editor-in-
Chief of e state-owned news-
paper group, 2 Very senior
2nd respected journalist, wes
remended on 2 compleint of
bribery which later  was
found to be o fabrication.

In the general run, when 2
compleint is mide to the
Bribery Commissionsr’s
Depertment, it checks on the
bonz. fides of the compleint
before initizting action.

In this cese, this procedure
wezs not followed. Why?
The Depertment hed report-
edly been given the impres-
sion that since ‘the institution
in question is under  the
President, the President him-
self wanted prompt 2nd stern
action to be taken.

From what the “Seturday
Review” hes been 2ble to
gather, this is what appears
to have hezppened:

An employee in the in-
stitntion wes looking for 2
job for his dzughter.  The

minor c¢mployee promised to

of the presidential election -help him, by speeking to the

Editor becomes

a victim
his own

journzlist, and esked for and
obtzined Rs. 1.200.

The employee had
spoken 2bout 2 job, but time
pessed, nd there was no job:
nor was the money returned.

The men who gave the
money begen grumbling and
the story got round the office.
Some one informed 2n official
in the President’s office 2nd
then things began to move
fast.

This officizl had served as
2 journzlist in 2 number of
newspz.pers but wes  never
able to get a2long with most
of his colleagues. So includ-
ing the institution in question
unpopulaer and unszvoury wes
his style of operation that he
was nicknemed = “Kakka”
(Crow).

In his present essignment
though he is low down in the
officizl heirarchy, he 1S sciu
to describe himself 2s one of
the “President’s Men™!

He contzcted the Bribery
Commissioner’s =~ Department
which, apparently  without

much checking, moved ageinst-

the journalist. 7To the latter,
who did not know about the
money transaction, it cxme

of
tribe !

suddenly taken before a
magistrate and remznded.

Next dey, he was bailed out—
but the de.mage had beendone.

When rtepresentation were
mzde to the President, the
C.I.D. wes czlled in. Investig-
etions revezled that  the
minor employee had indeed
teken the momney—for  his
personal use. He reportedly
confesscd that the cocmpluint
wes o fabricetion, made 2t
the instznce of some officizls
in the institution—eaided by
the “Keakka™.

The journzlist is back at

- his job, his nz.me fully cleared.

Will those involved in this
episode be adequately pun-
ished ?

The whole thing is 2 sad
commentary on how the
Bribery Commissioner’s
Depertment- functions; more
on how persons ere selected
to importent positions in the
President’s Office.

What is still worse, there
were hardly any protests about

2

- the action taken against the

journalist from members of
his  profession either indi-
vidually or as a body.
On the other hand, at least
twp of his colleagues had ap--

as a bolt fiom tte tite ic lcplied for the ‘‘vacamt’ post!




July 17, 1982

Saturday Review

The
Punithavathy
Tiruchelvam
Memorial

Lecture

delivered at the Sri Lanka
Tamil Womens Union,
Kalalayam,Colombo on 18th May 82

The Cultural and Linguistic

Consciousness of the Tamil Community

in Sri Lanka — 4

|__by

Doctor K. Kailasapathy

li

(Continued from last issue)

Swami Vipulananda who
had returned to  Ceylon
in 1924 asa monk of the
Ramakrishna order ‘took an
active part in the proceed-
ings of the Congresses. In
fact the Swami delivered the
Presidenticl  address at the
sessions in '1928. What is to
be observed in this connec-
tion is that as a result of
the prominence  given to
Tamil language and literature
in the programme of the
Youth Congress the beginn-
ing of a fusion’ between
politics” and language began
to menifest itself. Its implic-
ations became evident somie-
what later. - Needless to say
the activities of the Comgress
gave a positive fillip to
creativity in literature.

The pattern  of develop-
ment seen in the case of the
Tamil language was paral-
leled in the case of Saiva
Siddhanta philosophy,
characterized as the indig-
enous religious thought of the
Tamils. Following the early
lead given by Navalar in
restoring its  prestige and
strength  numerous associg-
tions sprung in different
parts to foster it. Reference
has already been made to
“the Jaffna Saiva Paripalana
Sabhai.

In South India the Saiva
Siddbanta  Samzjam  was
founded in 1905. Hitherto
the Mutts or Saiva monas-
teries were the sole custodians
of Saiva religion and philo-
sophy. But now laymen con-
sidered it their bounden’ duty
to preserve them. The Szma-
jam became the' associztion
par excellence for the pro-
pagation of Saive Siddhanta
and several prominent Tamils
from Sri Lanka took a lead-
ing part in its activities: dis-
tinguished Sri Lankans were
often  invited to  deliver
lectures at the Samajam and
also presided over its annual
sessions. (Sir P. Ramanathan
presided over the first znnual
conference of the Sam:jzm.)
J. M. Nallaswemi Pillai was
closely associated with the
Samezjam.

This twin  interest in
Language and religion was
carried over to Malaya and
Singapore by the Tamil ex-
patriates. They  quickly
formed  Associations and
clubs that were replicas of
socio-cultural Institutions in
their homeland. In doing
so they not only kept alive
their ethnic  and cultural
identities in an zlien enviro-
ment, but in turn, wereralso
able to contribute substan-
tially to the strengthening of
efforts and Institutions here
by rendering financial and
other forms  of assistance,

which they were in an 2d-
vantageous position to offer
owing to their  relative
prosperity. While their remit-
tances to their kith and kin
contributed comnsiderably to-
wards their upliftment, their
subscriptions and donations
to public causes, sustzined
and stimulated various cult-
ural activities.

Often, Tamil scholars, pub-
]1_cists and artistes were in-
vited on lecture tours and

public  performance which
enhanced  their  pecuniary
position. A number of books

both creative and expository
were published in Malaya
itself. Likewise books pub
lished here found their way
to the Malay States. I have
seen such comings and goings
in my childhood in Kuala
Lumpur.

On the whole' the moral
and financial support given

Emergence of

fined to 2 few conspicuous
areas: being backward look-
ing in its orientztion, the
middle class sought to revive
and cultivate certain features
of the Tzamil culture that had
become part of the establ-
ished order in the old society.
Insofzr 28 language was con-
cerned, the zeal for Sen-Tha-
mil, “Cultured Tamil” or
“Classical Tzmil” which for
all practical purposes was
moribund, (although Sir P.
Ramanathan and his son-in-
law and political successor
S. Natesan created a vogue
for speaking in the classical
style) was the basis for the
founding of societies and the
holding of conferences.

Bharata Natyam and Car-
natic  Music were the two
forms that came to be con-
sidered the necessary artistic
acquirements for a cultured
Tamil girl. Both were ex-
tolled as “Tamilian arts and

Likewise Carnatic  music
had been brought from the
court and temple to the Con-
cert hall and along with the
 dance form  acclaimed as
divine arts. Thus we see that
Temil languzge, Bharata Nat-
yam and Carnstic music were
deified and thereby denied of
experimentation 2nd innova-
tion. It goes without saying
that  considerable affluence
wes the precondition for the
cultivetion of these arts and
it was the upper classes that
could afford it. As a result,
popular arts suffered and be-
came more debased and
deprived of any support.

It is therefore not surpris-
ing that until the late 50s
and early 60s hardly any
significant movement arose
for studying and  cherishing
the popular arts or what is
often described as ““folk arts™
Needless to say the “‘ancient
and divine arts” were care-

Although Bharathi is one
of the universalists of modern
Indian literature, his passion-
ate poems on his mother
tongue, motherland and in-
digenous culture have gener-
ated linguistic consciousness
among the Tamils in various
ways.  Bharathi’s poetry- is
unique in that it combines
two visions—the = universal
and the local. His deep con-

. cern for the local and the im-

mediete includes such phen-
omena as language, culture,
socizl evils and personal
freedom. As a result, his
influences too - have varied
with different sections of the
people. While our poets like
Thurziappa Pillai,
thambi, Nallathambi and
Somasundara Pulavar Imbib-
ed the broader—nationalist—
aspects of Bharathi, there
were others who more or
less consciously limited them-
selves to his local vision. I

separate identity
of Ceylon Tamils

by the eXpatriates served as
an impetus to the effluence
of Linguistic and cultural
consciousness of the Tamils
in Ceylon. This aspect of
our socizl history has yet
to be studied by our scholars.
In a recent dissertation S.
Sathiyaseelan has focussed
attention on the impact of
the migration of Tamils from
Ceylon to Malaysia. But
more indepth studies remain
to be done.

Sociologically speaking the
linguistic and cultural awak-
ening described above, was
essentizlly that of the middle
class Tamils with the upper
middle class providing the
leadership. The awakening
which began in the religious
sphere  extended to the
linguistic and literary fields.
Basically it was a form of
cultural self-assertion in the
face of colonial domination.
The point is that this cultural
consciousness was limited in
scope and  in effect was
designed to buttress the mid-
dle class values and aspira-
tions and also provide that
class with the nzcessary image
for leadership.

In concrete terms the
cultural zctivities were con-

¢z chievements” and' soon be-
came  the pre-occupation of
middle class Tamils.
Natyam in particular  had
been ‘resuscitated in the carly

twenties by the efforts of
people like Bharata = Iyer,
Rukmani -~ Devi  Arundale

(who soon founded the Kzla-
kshetre, which hes remgined
the outstanding Dance Aca-
demy in Mzedras) and G.
Venkatachelem whose criticel
essays helped propegate the
treditions «nd ideels of that
dance form. During the-18th
and 1Sth Centuries Bharata
Natyam had become degraded
and called “nautch-dance”
performed by courtesans. and
prostitutes.

While scholers and critics
from G. Venkatachalam to
the late Professor V. Ragha-
van (1908-1979) contributed
immensely: to the resurgence
of Bharata Natyam, it was
perhaps, in the writings of
Ananda Coomaraswamy that
the dance form found its
greatest champion. Two of
the earliest monographs of
Coomgaraswamy  were The
Mirror of Gesture (1917) and
The Dance of Shiva (1918)
both of whlch inspired al-
most 21l subsequent writers
on Bharata Natyam.

fully cushioned against any
political intrusions, especially

of any ideas tinged with
socizal reform or change. To
put it  differently, artistic

forms which are’ periodicaly
revitzalized by the absorption
of radical idezs and giving
expression to them, were kept
hermetically sezled by the up-
per ‘middle ‘class purely as
status symbols and ethnic
identities.

This was the nature of the
linguistic and culturgl con-
sciousness of the Tamils till
the 1950s. The most sensitive
Tamil scholars and creative
writers like the late A. Periya-
thambi Pillai  (1899-1978),
S. = Somasundara
(1878-1953), M. Nallathambi
Pulavar  (1896-1951) = and
Thuraiappa Pillai always con-
ceived Sinhala and Temil as
two eyes or two sisters or
two companions and invoked
the image of 2 united and
happy home. The reference
to poets like Periyathambi
Pillai and Nallathambi in-
evitably brings to mind Sub-
ramania Bharathi (1882-1921)
whose ~ centenary is being
celebrated this year.

Pulavar

other words they have gver-
looked the mgin . course
fashioned by Bharathi and
taken to the |by-paths.

Today Bharathi“stands out
as an all Indian poet and
has come to be ' cherished in
many  countries on  the
strength of his lyricism and
universalism. :© At the same
time it must be admitted that
he was also, in ‘more than
one sense ome of the pro-
genitors of Tamil nationalism.
From the 1930s Bharathi’s
writings began ' to trickle
down to Ceylon and scholars,
creative  writers, socigl re-
formers and eventually polit-
icians responded to them. It
is true that contemporary
criticism lays increased em-
phasis on the social content
of Bharathi’s works. But as
in Tamilnadu so in Sri Lanka
too, Tamil nationalists have
projected the
champion of language.

Post-independent
developments ushered in new

dimensions to the problems.
of language and culture. The .

(To be conclued)

poet as a-

Periya-

political -

R
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The Cabinet and Govern-
sment have decided on certzin
amendments to the Constitu-
tion. . Unlike other laws, the
Constitution 'must be kept
sacred and inviolate and free

from tempering. Our Con-
stitution has - seen’ amend-
ments and governments

should not seek amendments
to suit their whims and
fancies. Governments should
not mercly protect democrecy
but maint:in their magnanim-
ity and trust.

Imagine the scene when
Macbeth commits the bloody
gmurder. of King Duncan!
Suddenly his conscience re-
volts and he speaks out:

Macbeth: This is a  sorry
sight (looking on
his hands smeared
with blood)

Macbeth: What hands  are
here? Ha! they
pluck out  mine
eyes. . Will all great
Nuptune’s  ocean
wesh  this blood
clean from my
hand ?

Constitution makers, too.,
here or elsewhere, should not
fater come to grief when they
vealise that they have tarn-
ished the  existing, sacred
provisions of the constitution
by darkening them with un-
wholesome provisions even to
the extent of reflecting per-
sonal and political complex-
ions, vendetta, etc.

The saying goes that 2
person should go to the
Courts of justice with clean
bhands. It is equally necessery
for men, pledged to serve the
mezss of people, to go to the
electorete with clean hands.

Men, comprising the cabi-
net of any democratic country
2nd sitting on the seats of
power should not avail of
that power to pess decrees
requiring the people “do this,
do that, etc....”

It is of paramount import-
ance for 2 democrztic citizen,
upholding: the idezis of
justice and fuirpley, to point
out to the public of Sri Lanka
2nd its government certiin
wunheelthy  featurcs in  the
proposed amendments to the
coanstitution.

1. It has been -proposed
that 2 person who has been
deprived of civic rights should
be subjuct to, no further dis-
quezlification, but any person

making use of 2 person who °

had lost civic rights during 2n
. election will be deemed to
have committed ‘2 corrupt
practice. -

This mezsure is undemoc-
g2tic for the following rezsons:

(2) why should it restrict
the freedom of the ordinary
aess of people inviting such
£ person 2nd listening to his
or her views 2t such mo-
anentons occzsions on im-
gortant issues confronting the
people . It is certzinly 2n
effront to the sovereignty of

Political vendetta and constitution - making

Go to the

ei

ctorate

with clean
hands

the people from whom any
democratic government
derives its power and man-
date. A candidate seeking
election is one of the const-
ituents of the electorate.

(b) Civic rights are dep-
rived for offences committed
at a2 certain point of time.
But by the time such a person
is made use of for purpose of
propaganda or for any other

greatest challenge to the
sovereignty of the people who
have the inalienable right to
cast their votes to any candid-
ate who stands before them
notwithstanding any exXtran-
eous considerations.

In fairness, it may be
stated thatitis an insult to
both the successful candidate
and his electors if he s
prevented from  sitting or

to judge the work of a
political party.  There is,
therefore,  justification'. for
such a restriction on the
President.  This new right
to the President will, pro-
bably, occasion -a tussle with
the President a2nd the elected
party exposing the whole
machinery of administration
to ridicule and  contempt.
The reverence 2nd the ex-
ccllence which the President

would normally’ commend
and enjoy will  become
jeopardised.

In the larger interest of
justice and fairness, it is urged
that the proposed amend-
ments be abandoned. It 1s

by

S. Ponniah

Attorney-at-La

purpose that person might
have become Completely
‘reformed’ and  cepable of
expressing or giving sound
advice to the people. Itis
- . < ”
our firm belief “once 2 mis-
take isnot alwaysa mistake.”
One of the clear duties of 2
state or court of justice is to
resurrect 2 condemned person
and meke him  wuseful to
society.

(¢) Even though =z Con-
demned person is aveziled of
by any person during the
election it is for the people
either to accept or reject such
person’s advice  or views.
Moreover, it is for the people
either to vote for or re¢ject
the candidature of the person
who is making use of the
condemned person.

(d) It is the duty of the
government to ensure free
elections 2nd maintein a cli-
mate of peace and equality.
It should see that no one or
body of persons is placed
under 2 handicap, lest the
entire election becomes unfair
or coloured.

(¢) A person deprived of
civic rights, may still com-
mand respect and support
from the people. This is 2
very important factor that any
responsible government
should reckon with.  The
wishes of the people cannot
be slighted.

2. It is also proposed that
on 2n injunction being 2p-
plied for in the Court of
Appeel during the Course of
the election, votes for that
perty in  respect of thzat
district will not be counted.
This is indisputzbly the

attending the sessions of
Parlizment on  the alleged
ground pending an election
petition although the petition
has the possibility of being
disposed of in two months:
The question is whether the
right of the people’s repre-
sentative to sit in Parliement
hes been invaded and denied,

We meay explein the im-
portence of this right by 2n
amelogy. A certzin person
hzs only one path to go in
and out of his house. His
neighbour, & thug, wilfully
obstructs this path and the
owner znd his femily mom-
bers a2re  unable to move
zbout. This matter comes
before 2 court of justice. T'ne
judge ordurs; “Let the owner
2nd his f:mily mcmbers use
the path pending the decision
of this dispute” If his order
is thzt the owner should not
use the path pending the
decision to whet hardships
he would be exposed! And
to what injustice!

Applying this znzlogy, the
people muy have given their
representitive o mendaute to
be ventileted in  Parlicment
2t once and before the lipse
of 2 pearticuler date.  To
prevent their member from
sttending the-session of Parlia
-ment is to deny the de-
mocratic. right of the people.

3. Another . proposed
amendment seeks to Temove
the present restriction on the
President in dissolving Parlia-
ment in the first year. This
amendmet will enable a Presi-
dent belonging to one political
party to dissolve in ‘the. first
year itself, Parliament where
another political party has
its democratic mzjority. One
year is too premature 2 period

e

quite possible that reasonable
citizens might taeke umbrage
2t these amendments which
they meay ca2ll encroachments
on the people’s freedom and
even vote ageinst the perty
responsible for them.

4, 1t is mnot irrelevant to
make one more point. The
cabinet appears to have ac-
cepted the proposal that pro-
visions be made to make ap-
pointments to public service
and: for admissions of students

to the  Universities on amw
ethnic basis. = Although ap-
pointments to public service
may-be defended, it is definitely
wrongful to select students for
the = “Universities on ethnic
basis. * No one can say any-
thing against the passing of
Sinhala teachers in propor-
tion to the Sinhala student
population. But where mer-
itorious service is required im
any part of the country, then
admission to Universities om
ethnic basis cannot be de-
fended. It is indeed a national
loss if selection on merit is
denied. The fcountry needs
efficient engineers, doctors, ad-
ministrators for nationaj
development and not Sinhala,
Tamil engineers, doctors etc.-
For obvious reason we may
not expatiate on this matter;
it is a matter that should
capture the imagination of all
good nationalists and educa-
tionists. . Unless people cour-
ageously resist these trends
in time, national solidarity
and progress will be in jeopardy.

Just s 2 human body
overgrown - Wwith cancerous
tissues becomes incurable, a
constitution  crammed with
too many minor and un-
wholesome  provisions = be-
comes rigid and unworkable.
Thet constitution is flexible
that has the minimum funda-
mental provisions with more-
space for brezthing 2ndhasbeen
kept clear of conditioning.

The invented mey turn
ageinst the inventor. - The
inventors meay be driven to
the position of themselves
trying to  wriggle out! The:
Constitution, essentizlly,must
be beneficicl to zll the con~—
stituents of the country and’
must stend in good stead for
21l time.

Our Constitution, for from
being crammed, requires
weeding in time lest by lapse
of time it gets cremped and
becomes inflexible and un-
workzable.
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Ramakrishna’s

Identity Card 1°

Let me congratulaete Dr.
Ramakrishna for conc.aling
successfully, for so long, his
Mearxist identity, behind the
holy a2sh he has been creative-
ly applying on his forehead.
I should =also congratulate
him for the relatively sober
tone of the second communic-
ation ‘on (S.R. 3-7-82) and
in view of this great achieve-
ment [ choose to ignore his
childish (not child-like)
nzme-calling.  Some points
raiscd by Dr. Ramakrishna
deserve  commenting on.

1. THE ROLE OF ENGLISH
 Cepitalism - did not enter
Jepen  under conditions of
colonialist dominztion. It
was only after liberztion in
1949 thzt Chine mezde giant-
strides in science and tech-
nology. However, one can-
not deny the impact of
Western  philosophy  and
culture on both these societies

Jzpanese social values are
repidly  moving  towards
western values under the im-
pact of increased contact with
the West. China is con-
sciously moving awey from
its traditional feudal values.
But China’s westernization is
guided by a different Western
philosophy. The impact of
Western' thought and Western
languiges on these societies
is tremendous. English has
had 2 great impact on modern
Chinese and  modern J.p-
anese. One cannot ignore the
size of these nations and
their  economic  potential
when considering the “indep-
endence” of  their socio-
culiurzl devilopment. There
is ce:ta‘nly no czse for :ping
the Wust but that, szdly, is
part of our social rezlity.
But modernization of the
Temil languzge and the
Tzamil Society in Sri Lanke
and elsewhere will involve
large degree of westernisation
(I do not mean vulger west-
ernization)

2. Four and a helf
centuries of colonization 2nd
2 third of 2 Century of
neocolonisztion zare fzcts of
history. Modern science did
not meke 2 real impact on
any m..jor nation under
colonizition, with the excep-
tion of lands occupied by the
white races. Education in
our society is survivzal oriented
Going a2broad mezns 2
grezter potentizl for survival
to people. These are things
which are  determined by
nationz]l and  internationzl
conditions, and will continue
2s long as Sri Lanka remzins
a2 backward netion or uatil
there is amejor socizl change

gL

3. Maay of 'our youth 2nd
2 pumber of people of the
older  generation

have

acquired false western vzlues
but different sets of values.
This again is 2 result of
neoColonizlism. Whether
one’s identity is Temil, Moor

_or Sinhalese is irrelevant to
"the issue.

Until Sri Lenke
1s freed from the fetters of
imperizlist domination these
problems are bound to persist.
There is nothing 2bsoluie or
unique 2bout “Tzmil” identity
and this identity is some-
thing which  changes with
time. (Incidentzlly, I do not
see how my discovering my
identity “respectably” in the
pages of S.R. will save me
from the hands of hooligans
and hired thugs).

4. I am  opposed to
dogmatic Marxism end it was
the creative zpplication of
Marxism which made the
October  Revolution  and
Liberation of China possible.
But revolution is not some-
thing which is made possible
by the creztivity of an in-
dividual or two. The
bourgeoisie zre clever too in
manipuleting  nationzl and
internal situztions. A revolu-
tion demznds an objective
situation ' w hich favours re-
“volutionary ‘changes; it 2lso
demands the proper harness-
ing of 2ll progressive forces.
I am not condoning the
shortcomings of the “left”
leadership. It may be the
“meantre”, which-feiled or- it
mey be the “poojari”. What
is your Mentra, Dr. Rzme-
krishna? “Hzre Rame, Here
Krishna™?

5. I wes 2 bit surprised
by Dr. R’s soft zttitude to-
wards TULF. The T:mils
hzve 2lwzys been successful
in finding 2 bunch of bourge-
oisie politicians who can tzke
them for fentestic rides. 1.C.,
F.P., TULF (the reincarne-
tion of F.P.)), and mzay be,
TELF next. 1he men in the
TULF banded themselves to-
gether only to safeguard the
parliamentary privileges of 2
handful of MPs.

S. Sivasegaram,
University of Perzadeniyz,
“6-7-82.

Fodder for
rioters

The Editor,

Saturdey Review,

Jeffna. e
Deear Sir, .

Mr. P. C. P. Gnanadurai
in his letter to the SR (July
10th), mekes 2 plez on behalf
of the lower middle class

Tamils living in dungeons and
gerage cConverted  dwellings
down South, merely to keep
their home fires burning.

But the SLFP p:zper THE
NATION of 25th June pub-
lishes (without comment) =
resolution by TULF MP Mr.
K. P. Ratnem which cells for
the employment in Govern-
ment service of Temils in
keeping with ' their ratio to
the totzl populetion. If this
Tesolution is zccepted, rioters
down south will never be
short of fodder. The TULF
resolution will ensure this.
The exodus that August 1977
triggered will be reversed.

Even so czlled progressives
like NM have sncered at the
Temil man’s MO & PO
economy and asked “What
federzlism for you fellows?’
According to their way of
arguing, Temils cennot hope
for the MOs & POs 2nd 2t the
seme time ask for regional
2utonomy.

Big Brother hcas alweys
pointed 2n accusing finger at
Temil public servants and ex-
ploiting Tzmil businessmen in
Sinhzlese areas. Such uncon-
scionable encroachments
should cezse.

“Render therefore unto
Caeser the things which zre
Caeser’s....”

Yours faithfully,
N. Deva Rajan.

An embodiment
of Hindu
Culture

No. 73, Manipey Rozad,
J; ﬂna,
12-7-82.

DegrSir,

Speaker after speaker peid
glowing tribute to Kelenithi
Breme  Sri K.Ku:ilzsanetha
Kurukkel, Hezd  of the
Depirtment of Hindu Culture
of the Jaffna University =t
lest " Saturdey’s function =t
Veideswerz Vidyzley: held to
felicitete the lezrned Sznskrit
Professor on the sztteinment
of his sixtieth birthdey. Well- |
known Timilnidu literzry
figure 2nd editor ‘KALAI-!
MAGAL’ Shri K. V. Jega-
nathan presided. Out of the
several songs of przise and
blessings sung and read at

the function, the one in pure '

Senskrit by Bri.mez Sri Secthe
Reme  Sestrigel  wes quite
unique both in composition
2nd = rendering. Senskrit
slokems &nd mantrems are
rezlly plezsing to hear and
vibrates the listener when
properly recited 2s done by
the late Siva Sri I. Kazilas-
anatha Kurukkal of Nega-
booshani Ambzl Devastha-
nzm and Bramz Sri K. Sub-
ramaniyz Sastrigal of Nzllur.

In replying' to the many
compliments  showered on
him Professor Kailesanatha
Kurukkal—2 very simple and
unzssuming person—the very
embodiment of Hindu Culture

forts and _

‘2nd. Discipline—szid in his'

own ineek style that 211 these
encomiums should go to his
father—the late Kearthigaya
Kurukkel elias Thembizh
Kurukkz! of the Nallur Siven
Temple, whose untiring ef-
the very high
stendard of his upbringing

rzised him to his present
position. The Professor
touched at a very vital

requirement prescribed in the
Agames; 'viz. the nced to
pay homzge to one’s 2ncestdrs
before performing or particip-
ating in any heppy event.
This reminded me of the
words of Dr. S. Radhe-
krishnzn in his book “Reli-
gion & Society”:-

“SHRADHA IS AN ACT
OF VENERATION FOR
OUR ANCESTORS. WE
SHOW THAT WE RE-
MEMBER THEM, HOLD
THEM IN REVERENCE
AND OFFER  THEM
SYMBOLICAL FOOD
AND WATER TO AL-
LAY THEIR HUNGER
& THIRSY. 11 IS AN
ACT OF IMAGINATIVE
COMMUNION WITH
THE DEAD.”

The Professor added that
he was cccordingly dedicat-
ing the encomiums to. his
fzthdr of  revered memory.
This gesturc on the part of
the Kurukkel not only dis-
closed his sterling quelities
and deep scuse of  gratitude
to his fzther as 2 dutiful son
but zlso impressed on the
audience the importance of
good upbringing of childten:

A few years 2go I had the
good luck -to travel in the
same compartment with the
Kurukkzl who was proceed
ing to Colombo in " Connec-
tion with his brother’s motor
accident and  consequent
hospitzlization. Although he
was in no mood to discuss
religion in the circumstznces
he was placed in at the time,
he wzs kind enough to clear
up certzin matters that I weas
in doubt. I weas amazed at
his decep knowledge and the
very subtle menner he ep-
proached the points raised
and clarified them in his usual
soft spoken weay.

Yours faithfully,
C. Ratnasabapathy.

sends

DIAKONISCHES WERK
of the Evengelicel Church in
Germeny which is 2 humean-
iterizn Christizn  orgeniza-
tion that courries out sociel
work inside Ge¢rmeny 2nd
through its oversezs depeart-
ment supports development
projects  throughout  the
Yoird World hzs written a
letter dated 13-5-82 to the
President of Sri Lanka pro-
testing ageinst the violence
of the State Armed Services
~nd the Police in Vavuniyz.

Admitting the complex
ni.ture of the ethmic contlict
in Sri Lenke and the serious
situztion caused by it, the
letter 2lso showsacquaintance
with origins of the Gandhi-
ye.m Socicty which is involved
in o process of resettling the
Hill Country Temil refugees
who ceme to Vavuniye, and
the improvement of the social
economic, culturzl and educ-
ationel conditions of these

settlers.

Prof. Dr. Schober who hes
signed the letter states:-

“Sterting middle of Nov-
ember 1981, the Gendhiyam
Society suffers from 2 series
of herzssment and rzids by
personnel of the State Armed
Services and Police  which
climexed in the attecks of
Jan. 7, Feb. 18, March 21

and 31 and April 6, 1982;__
Houses of settlers 2nd volun-::

State Terrorism
in Vavuniya ;
German body

protest

to .President

eer workers were searched
including the'. = rzid - of
Dr. Rejesunderam’s house,
peeple were herissed, intimid

-2ted and assaulted, some
volunteer: workers of the
Gendhiyam  Society.  were

picked up, questioned, 2bused
and even torturcd, and pro-
perties were destroyed”.

The organization zppeals to
the President:

“Since you yourself have
clezrly declared the intention
of your Government to build
2 just and righteous society
for 11 people in Sri Lanka
we «ppeel to you to investig-
ate through an  impartiaf
body 2s to who was respons-
ible for the violence and at-
te.cks committed to the Gand-
hiyam Socicty and to take
necessery  actions  z2gzinst
those members of the Scrvices
who hariss and intimidate
the innocent Public.

“We urgently ask you take
timely ‘action to  terminzte
‘heressment and unwarranted
sufferings inflicted on human
beings by state personnel in
Vevuniya and to  urgently
consider ways 2nd means of
conpensating those who suf-
fered loss.” :

A copy of the letter has
also been sent to the Embassy
of Sri Lankz in the Federal
Republic of Germeny.



The Prevention of  Ter-
rorism Law was passed by the
present UNP Government in
1979 as a piece of temporary
legislation for 1 year’s dura-
tion. The immediate and
ostensible reason for  this
draconian law was to combat
what the Govt. designated
2s térrorism  indulged in
particulerly in Northern Sri
Lanka :llegedly by militant
Temil youth. The operation
of this ruthless law wes later
extended for further periods
and it has since been made
permanent lew of the land
even though its provisions
constitute 2 rapacious in-
fringement on the funda-
mental rights <o “piously”
written into the Constitution
framed by this Govt. in 1978.
In fact, it hes been found in
actuzl practice that this lew
is a tacit licence to indulge in
state terrorism by the Armed
Forces. This is borne out
from the reports of missions
from the Amnesty Interna-
tional and the International
Commission of Jurists con-
‘cerning the treatment meted
out to the Tamil-speaking
people under this law.

About 100

mow in custody

vouths

There are now about 100
Tamil youths in  Army
custody under this law; a
person can be detained for
18 months  without trial.
Court decisions that anyone
or more of them should be
transferred to the custody of
the Judicizry are reversed by
Parlizment before the ink is
dry on such decisions. The
youth who are in custody
continue to be torturcd in
diverse ways. Some of them
whom the Govt. was compel-
led to produce in the Supreme
Court following applications
for writs of habeas corpus
have told extremely dreadful
tales of how they are being
tortured in army custody and,
mind you, they are returned
to the same torturers. In
fact, quite a2 few of them
have reve:rled that they would
prefer to commit  suicide
rather than suffer the torture
they are subjected to day in
day  out.

Methods ot
"Torture

Judging from their state-
ments they are being virtually
sentenced to slow dezth by the
Armed Forces. The following
are some of the methods
employed for torturing them,
often after they are stripped
naked:-,

(1. Both hands tied and the
person suspended from a
beam;

2. Hanging the person up-

. side down with a gunny
bag drawn over the head
and pulled up to the waist
and fastened. Then he
is suffocated  with the
fumes of burnt chillies
‘which he is forced to in-
ha,le,

3. Chilli powder (used for
maksng hot curries)smear-
ed 2ll over the person’s
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body including the gen-
itels;

4. Thrusting of iron ber into
' the rectum;

hn
.

Inserting thin iron rods

into the' penis;

6. The person mede to - lie
prostrete on 2 bench and
beaten on the back and
the soles of the feet after
inserting chillies: into the
nose.

The Govt. has lately decided
to arm itself  with more
powers  under the Public
Security Act  ostensibly to
deal with so-czlled rabble-
rousers who are szid to be
out to create racial disturb-

.ances ‘but a2pparently to put

down Island-wide opposition
to the Govt. which is fast
reaching 2 bursting point, for
on President Jayawardene’s
own admission, his Govt. is
unable to bring down the
cost of living whem Reagan
2nd Thatcher themselves are
unable to do so; So this
Govt. which  depends on
drastic laws  for its own
survival will never wantto
realise that such laws and
arm-twisting military tacties
will only exarcebate the vexed
Naztionel Question in partic-
ular and the country’s econ-
omic problems in general.
The Govt’s draconian laws
and actions are tailored
primarily to terrify the Temil
Nztion into submission.
Otherwise, why is it that no
action hes been taken 2geinst
any of the Sinhzlese person-
nel from the Armed Forces
and hoodlums under the
Prevention of Terrorism Lew
for the wanton killings and
destruction czused by them
in Jeffne, particulerly in May
June., 1981.

This Govt. has failed mis-
erably to solve the problems
of the Temil Nation though
it piously promised to do so
2t the 1977 Elections. On the
contrary, those problems have
only been intensified due to
repeated recizl riots, Police/
Army. rampeges and destruc-
tion, constant encroachment
of traditional Taemil territory
and uninterrupted and wilful
discriminetion in the fields
of education and employment.
On the other hand, the Tamil
United . Liberation  Front
(TULF) which pledged to
adopt measures for the es-
tablishment of a separate,
seculaer socielist State for the
Tamil Nation hes not taken
any meaningful steps in that
direction but is content to
negotiate with the Govt. and
to passively give the Govt.
time to implement its pro-

" mises.

Disenchanted  with  the
TULF, certain sections of the

Tamil youth  broke awzay
from its Youth Wing (Ilaig-
nanar Perzvei) and formed
themselves into a rival youth
movement—Ilaignanar Pera-
vai Viduthalai Ani. Sporedic
acts of violence including kill-
ing of Police and Army
personnel, Bank robberies etc.
had been going on for some-
time in the North. The
Security forces mounted an
Islend-wide man-hunt for
some most wantcd — Temil
youths. Some militants hed
fled to Temil Nadu (South
Indiz) through fear of ep-
prehension 2nd torture by the
Armed Forces. Some of
them were recently appre-
hended ‘in Tamil Nadu by
the Indian Police 2nd the Sri
Lanka Govt. has been en-
deavouring to have these men

break-up of  the General
strike of July 1980, working
class upsurge soon rev1ved
and ascended. The wave
of strikes in the Plantzation
Sector, the on-going 8-month
old strike by the Paranthan
Chemiczls Corporztion work-
ers and the recent lightning
strike in the Port of Colombo
in which even the pro-Govt.
Union participated are clear
prospects of  the struggles
steadily spilling over.

Right now, the Plantation
Sector (Tea, Rubber and
Coconut Estates) is poised for
a major confrontation.. The
Workers (mainly Tamil
labourers) zre still on daily
pay despite the lapse of over
a century since South Indian
Tamil labour was imported

strike. The ongoing agita-
tions in that sector ate inex-
orably leading to a major
showdown soon—with an-
other 1-week token strike al-
rezdy on the agenda. But one
cannot rule out the possibil-
ity thet another bloody racial
holoczust will be set in
motion by vested interests to
intercept such a showdown
and push the fighting forces
into  disarrary..One should
hope that the recently formed
Committee  for  Workers’
Unity ~ (CWU) would push
2head with its progremme for
the setting up of the Nztional
workers’ Council (akin, say,
to the British Trade Union
Congress) so that broadbased
working class action could
be launched to counter dis-
turbances induced on racial
lines.

A. K.

Jaffna D. C.

Annamalai
Secretary N. S. S. P.

extradited to Sri Lanka.
by
The Nava Sama Samaaj

Party (NSSP) was the first
political organisation in Sri
Lanka which stated publicly
and umequivocally that those
Tamil youths should .not be
extradited to Sri  Lanka.
Because, the NSSP is com-
pletely opposed to the torture
of these youths just as much as'
itisagainst individual terrorism,
robbery etc. in the name of
political action. Even though
we do not regard India as a
country which respects human
rights of individuaels we feel
that these Tamil militants will
be safer in India rather than
in Sri Lanka.

Recently in Jaffna, 2 Temil i
youths from the rival Youth;
movement referred to above |
were shot dead by some un- |
known youth. They were 2lso
sctive social workers from |
2 village in the constituencyi
represented in Parlizment by |
the TULF Secretary General |
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Mr. Appepillei Amir-
thalingem

All these unfortunate in-
cidents stem directly or in-
directly from:-

1. the present UNP Govt. |
betraying the Temil Nation
more then any previous
Government in this Coun-
try.

2. the incapacity of the
TULF to launch 2 con-
certed struggle to win the
rights of the Tamil Nation

1

and its naive aversion to
the linkage of its struggles
with that of the working
class and the downtrodden
messes of  the  whole
country.

Working Class Upsurge
Even though some setback

into this Country to provide
Cheap labour to the planta-
tions of the then British
Imperial regime. Even today,
their wage rates are a pittance
to say the least. Moreover,
they are not provided with
work for more-than, say, 18
days in a month. The nett
result is 2 perpetual penumbra
of poverty, squalor, disease
etc. a8 :

In May this year there was
a successful ~ 2-day token

. oppressed

The country’s general econ-

. omic problems, and man’s

iphumanity to man have
reached such disgusting and
monstrous proportions under
successive capitalist Govern-
ments in this country, partic-
ularly under the present
Jayawardene regime that all
sections of the
people should unite forth-
with, first and foremost, to
overthrow the present arch-
capitelist ~ Government  of
President Jayawardena.

The reading faculty of the
.'L fina public was
qulte developed, and ‘it was

. important that publications
' giving  administrative  and
| parliamentary ~ information

| should be made available to
‘them, said Jaffna  District
Minister, U. B. Wijekoon,
in opening the new Informa-
tion Centre in the Jaffna
Secretarizt on the 13th of
July ('IueSday) at 9.15 a.m.

Mrs. Abeyratne the Direc-
tor of Information, Mr. Deva-
nesan Nesiah the Govern-
ment  Agent of Jaffna and
Mr. Nadarejeh, Chairman of
the  District Development
Council 2lso participated in

wzs ceused by the sadistic

the ceremonial opening.

.that such an

Reading facuty well
developed in the North
says District Minisier

Mr. U. B. Wijekoon thank-

already < ed Mrs. Abeyeratne who had

taken the initiative of pro-
posing to the G. A. Jaffna
Information
Centre should be established.

Mr. Devanesan Nesiah
said that he was seriously
considering expanding the
News Centre which was in-
stalled 2s a small stall in the
Secretariat building into a
blgger unit outside the pre-
mises. He also announced
the publication of a book.
giving information regardjng-
the Jaffna District which was
being printed with the finan-
cial 2id of the Ministry of
Information and would be

sent to the other Districts 1n

the country.

L .
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Vijay Amirtaraj India’s
Tennis Ace Player who is

to wed Sri Lankan girl
Shyamala Winceslaus “has

again failed to achieve his
cherished ambition to win
the Wimbledon Title.

Vijay who has beaten
this year’s  Wimbledon
Champion Jimmy Connors
several times in the course
of his professional tennis
career is known to have all
the qualities required to
make a Champion—except
one.

Although  Vijay failed
even to get into the Quarter
Finals this year, the British
Press paid glowing tributes
when he lost narrowly to
Tanaer. |

Here are some excerpts
from comments made by
some Sports Writers in tie
“Times’’ Londomn, the
“Guardian’® and the ““Daily
Ma' 929

Tae morning press — was
full of ecstatic praise for the
mztch in which Vijey Amrit-
rzj, India’s leading player,
was nzrrowly beaten in five
sets by Roscoe Tenner, who
is somcthing of 2 Wimbledon

S U

fijay fai

Saturday Review -
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s, but

the British Press

Geoffrey Green, writing in
The Times of London szid
“For two and three (querter

hours, the centre court wes
enmeshed 2nd regeled by a

| fine match of sharp contrest

when the ncked power of
Tanner of = America—the
loser to Borg in the final of
1979—overceme the - ertistic
brush strokes of the willowy
Vijey.  For four sets, the
score stood like guardsmen
‘on parade-6-4, 6-4 and ‘then
about turn, 4-6, 4-6. But
at the climax one dropped
out of line and it was Tanner
who got home 6-3.

Having pulled back to two
sets w.piece, with only 2 single
break in ecch, Amirtrej’s
hope of victory bu rned like 2
bright flame

specialist.

h !

«<After 211’ went on Green
“HJe hed recovered in the
fifth ageinst Borowizk, an-
other Americen in the very
first round, but ¢his ttme the
Indicn’s future proved to be

» candle in the wind &nd
wzs blown out.

“Amirtraj, - for his  part,”
Green concluded, “wes all

stylish refinement, especiclly -

on the bzckhand. 1If only
he could cultivete his gifts
to a sharper degree!  He
strokes the ball lovingly as
if ‘it were a child’s fzce.”

“Style is the man”, added
Green, “end Amirtrej repre-
sents the sazying that only
a mediocre artist is zlways
at his best. To mix mete-

‘Vayuniya goes festive in

hdﬁo'uf of Freedom fighter

Vavuniya, the capital of
the Vanni region, well-known
for its dense jungles weers
today en air of festivity.
Politicians. intellectuzls and
Artistes from Indiz a2nd Sri
Lanka are gathering for three
duys to honour the indomit-
able freedom-fighter of Venni
Bandara Vannian. Organ'sed
by the District Development
council of Vavuniya with the
assistznce of the M.P.T.
Sivzsithe mperam, the pro-
gremmus 2fe 2bly arranged

by the Cheirmen of the
Vayuniya Town Council,
Mr. I. Ketheesweran.

The programme opened

yesterday (Fridwy), the chief
feature being the unveiling
of Bandara Vannizn’s St:tue
in the Vavuniye Secreturiat
premises by Vevuniya M.P.,
T. Sivasithemperzm. The
ceremony was presided over
by the District Minister for
Vavuniya G. D. Mahinda-
soma.

The Chief G uests are Hon.
M. A. Bakeer  Markar,
Speaker of the  Nztional
State Assembly and  Hon.
K. Rajarum, Speaker of the
Tamil Nodu Legislature. In
the night 2 programme of
Nathaswaram music, 2 drama

titled “Bandarz Vennian Neda

gam” and Dance by Miss.
Ranga Vivekanandan is to be,
held, with South Indien film
idol Jaishankar  billed  to
speak and attract the crowds.

On the 17th (today) from
10 a.m. an exhibition will be
held at  the Seivaprakesha

Vidyalayem, Vavuniya.. In
the evening lectures will be
given by Dr. Auvui Nade-
rejen of South Indiz and
Dr. Pathmznsthen of the
University of Peradeniye.

A statue for
him 'in Vavuniya

It is rarely noticed that the
Vanni—which included the
area within Elephant Pass in
the North, Trinccmelee in
the Ezst and Mannar in the
West—stood zgainst  the
sophisticated armed 2ttack of
the Portuguese, Dutch and
British colonizlists till 1803.
“The area which still retains
its historic nzme of ‘“Adan-
kapatru” (Indomiteble region)
wzs yet unconquered even
long after the better known
Joffna 2nd Kotte Kingdoms
had fallen to the colonizlists.

Afier unsuccessful attempts
by the British zgeinst Ban-
dzre Vannian, it wes only

in 1803 thet 2 powerful three
pronged stteck frcm Jaffne,
Maznnar end  Trincomelee
wezs mede to defeet Bendera
Vennizn. There is no better
testimony . to Bandera Ven-,
niyan’s courzge then the
stone inscription dated 3lst
October, 1803 rziscd by the
British et Ketchilleimzdu to
record the epic battle.

Though Bandera Vanniyen
lost the battle he lived for
seven more yezrs at Pinan-
kemam to wege  guerrilla
w f re with some of his
friends egezinst the British.
He weas finzlly shot in 1810
during one such skirmish.

A szitement released for
the celebretions by Mr. T.
Sivesithempzrem (M.P., Ve-
vuniya) se.ys: “We hope that
the rzising of this statue will
create among the Temil pub-
lic ean  zweareness of their
heroic history, 2 thirst for
freedom, and & unity for
their idezls.”

Plight of
Lankans n
Lebanon

The Red Cross Socicty in
Colombo received more than
4000 eppeals from desperate
Sri Lankens to get inform-
ation about their  reletives
working in Lebanon follow-
ing the Israeli invesion of
that country.

phors, here was 2 battle of
brozdsword zgeinst - the
rzpier, 2 meatch moreover of
humour 2nd good menners
with neither men reisinga
single query of 2 linesman
and both zppleuding . czch
other’s strokes. It was a
plezsure, reflected later by
Tanner &t his press interview.
“Vijay Amritraj and I enjoy
what we do. I don’t think
you hzve to be at war to
play and win. There’s more
to life then just  playing
tennis 2nd we toth feel like
that.”

WIMSLEDON
TENNIS

“Classic collision”: Accord-
ing to David Irvine in The
Guardian. “The centre court
hed awzited' the Tanner-

.+ Amritrej match -with eager

l

expectation 2nd they were not
disz.ppointed. It  -was a
classic collision  between the

iaﬁna Cenlral comnlel'

power server znd the graceful
destroyer but at the end the
feeling persisted that Amritraj
now belongs to a bygone age:
as out of date as Ranjitsinji
gllght be in modern cricket.
“His appeal”, averred Irvine,
iS 2n zmeteur one, but he
lives in 2 highly professional
2ge and above 21l lacks the
killer instinct. The tennis
records are littered  with
instznces of Amritraj losing
meatches he was in 2 position
to win 2nd his performances
against Tanner ran true fto
form . Having recovered to
two sets all with a brilliant
displey of returning, he be-
came an apparent bundle of

nerves, with two  double
faults in his first service game
in the fifth....” 2 hard

critical look 2zt Vijey that,

Great, gracious Vijay: Ac-
cording to Nigel Hzrmon of
The Daily Mail “Tonner put
down the great and gracious
Vijuy and everyone was sad’?

Yt s Ly RS S

100 years of Cricket

by Victor S. Kiruparaj

Jofine Centrzl has completed her HUNDREDTH YEAR
Pleying Cricket: 2 proud ACHIEVEM ENT we hold so dear;
No other school hes the willow wiclded so long, ’
7’0 build up Teems, to draw crowds, their play-fields throng’

11

The KING OF GAMES, in 1881, wes introduced

By sporting padre, Frederick Webster who produced
Jofine’s First Cricketers—ell set for the call;

The PIONEERS—in tucked—up Verties, pads and all.

I

1'he BIGGER SCHOOLS in theNorth soon took to the game,
As 2 duck tzkes to water—their glory and fame

Far and wide—ell o’er the PENINSULA did spread,

E’en Colombo’sGAY CAVALIERS, oft did the North dread.

v

The English have left behind their sport, KING CRICKET:
In deys bygone—it wes the PASSFORT and TICKET

For TOP POSITIONS in Sector—Mcrceantile or State:

Even today, it’s the former, the ACCOMPLISHED

SPORT'SMAN’S BAIT.
v

The game of theWHISPERING WILLOW has come to stay;
On highways 2nd byeways, in ficlds 2nd groves do we play
Cricket, in the glorious treditions of this sport;

The Englishman’s LEGACY—We’ve through the years

sought.

Jaffna Mayor

says 1t

in French

The Jaffna Mayor, Mr.
Rejeh Visuvznathan, has sent
telegra phic greetings in French
to the French Ambassador,

Mr. Frencois Toussaint, oR
the occasion of French
Neztionz] Day, on 14th July.
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Not long ago the writer
was” travelling by the noon
train from Jaffna to Colombo

in 2 second-cless sleeperette.
When the train  reached
Chavakachcheri, he noticed

that water from the tep in
one of the toilets was leaking.
He tried to stop it but failed.
So he sought the assistance
of 2 well-built  youngster
{possibly a government officer
travelling on his warrant) to
assist—virtually plezding to
him. The youngster zbruptly
remarked, ‘“Let it flow”.
With no other alternative the
writer left it at thet. By the
time the train got to Man-
kulam there was no water for
that compartment. Now this
is typical of the indifference
of many to the question of
waste. . One may argue that
this is a case of public waste
and that the youngster would
have behev:d differently if
he was paying for the water.
The important thing however
is: the attitude. It is this
attitude to waste that has to
be corrected.

Dwarf varieties

of paddy

Our most important food
item is rice and let us con-
gider it in both its forms as
paddy and  rice.  Waste
starts from the field itself
‘when  bharvesting operations
commence. Thereafter waste
Continuesin all the operations:-
threshing, drying, transport-
ing, mulling/hulling,
distribution at the various
Stages and finally when the
rice reaches the consumer’s
residence. There is further
wastage in Sstorage .2t the
home, cooking, table waste
and finelly with the  rice
grains left ovef in the cooking
utensils.

In reducing waste, scien-
tists, food-producers,  agri-
‘business men, food consumers
and others concerned should
co-operate. Agricultural
research workers have now
produced - dwarf - varieties of
paddy which ‘do not lodge
thus preventing loss of grzins
of standing crops.  Agric-

ultural engineers are turning’

out better and more efficient
milling and hulling: plants to
obtain m .ximum rice from
the ‘paddy milled/hulled.

8 rats for every

human being

Storage in the wholeszaler’s
stage is important and  this
is the place where the waste is
sometimes heavy. There
should be a system in which
the grains received earlier are
disposed earlier. If this is
strictly followed, one would
not hear in the presses now
and then: that some rice and
flour ip some store or other
have been condemned as
unfit for human Cconsump-
tion due to long storage. In
storage one hes to guard
against rats and other rodents.
fow serious this is Can be
gauged when one is told that
in India there are 8 rats for
every human being. - From
Australia we have very good
example of good storage
‘when the average  loss in
storage was only 0.249 % per
annum for wheat stored by

storing,
‘away.
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the Austrelian Wheat Board
by following some simple and
IneXpensive methods.

The stage that concerns all
of us is the consumer stege
where waste Can more ezsily
be avoided. If one takes the
trouble to look at the garbege
in Colombo one will not
fail to notice 2 gocd smount
of discarded food—pieces of
bree.d, cooked rice etc. It
is not only children  but
adults as well leave some
table waste. The children

has its merits to avoid this
little waste, the Tamils have
always trezted rice with rever-
ence almost bordering holi-
ness.

It is not out of place to
mention this writer’sexperience
in Malaysiz of how waste
cen be utilised. Every year on
Theipooseme dey  several
thousands are fed at the
Murugan Temple premises at
Batu Caves 2 place just out-
side the capital, Kuale Lum-
pur.  The writer who had

ow and wh

eliminate. A large percentage
of the populace in most of
the developcd Countries con-
sumes more  celories and
prot:ins  than required for
healthy living. It was esti-
mated that in USA in 1974
between 25 percent and 45
percent of the adults were
more than 20 percent over-
weight. Perhaps for reasons
of better health some of these
people may reduce their food
so as to make available the
excess food to needy people.
Further in this country and

Perspecties

by Nagamuttu -

should be teught to serve
food particulaerly rice in in-
sta lments so that they would
serve the right quantity that
they can consume. without-
leaving any balance at the
end of the mea] to be thrown
Further the house-
wife must ensure that all the
rice from the pot in which
rice is boiled is completely
emptied is not difficult to
find 3 or 4 table spoons of

““rice left behind in the pot-
" Qur old habit of pouring

some water into the pot with
some grzins of rice so that
the remnant can be eaten as
old rice the following day

been there on a Thaipoosam
day noticed a Chinese elderly
person with the assistance of
some boys blocking the
waste water in the drains
around the temple with small
wire nets. These people were
gathering the rice grains from
the washed fingers of those
who have had their rice meals
at the temple madem. On
inquiry the person said he
would collect sufficient rice
this way to feed his many
pigs. This is typical of the
Chinese who never know the
meaning of waste.

There a2re other kinds of
food waste that are harder to

in most other  developed
countries, table waste is ex-
cessive. It is’ claimed that
waste from  the American
Table is sufficient to feed the
whole of Bangladesh.

There is yet another way
in which existing food sup-
plies could theoretically be
made to ‘go further. More
food could be made available
for human consumption if

cereals and. vegetabie proteins

are used directly instead of
passing them through the

alimentary tracts. of animals’

and Consuming them in the
form of milk, meat 2nd eggs.

It is a fact that it is less
efficient and more expensive
to convert vegeiable protein
into normzl animsl protein
sources  directly “(e.g. gross
celoric efficiency of conver-
sion of feed to edible’steer
carcass is between 10 and
15 .percent). Such efficiency
criteria. however would, not
2pply where animels do mnot
compete with man for their
food. The point made out
in this paregraph does not
very much zpply to develop-
ing countries where people
consume very limited food of
animel origin. - (Nutritionists
cliim that some portion of
animal origin is mneeded by
us).  Developed countries
have 2 lot to do in this direc-
tion by graeduslly replacing
some of these food of animal
origin by others so that the
savings in grains  will - be
diverted for human consump-
tion in the developing coun-
tries.

We 'need only
the will
To appreciate what food

waste means to 2 nation or
the world population at. its

present level of ggammpﬁon,
at least' 2.5 percefi increase
per annum in food produc-

tion is needed while the food
waste in all its'"forms ‘may

vary from 5 percent to 35

percent. Thus theoretically
one can forget abemt efforts
to increase food production
if some part of the waste can
be avoided. To gquote Presi-
dent  Kennedy | :regarding
eliminating hunger, “we have
the means, we bave the capa-
city....We need ' .only the
will”.  This refark ‘equally
applies to food waste.

NEWS

BRIEFS

AIR LANKA PLANE IN
BANGKOK MISHAP

Air Lenka’s Tri-Ster Plane
ran off the runaway 2t Bang-
kok’s Don Munang Air Port
while taking off in 2 flight
to Hongkong. The Captein
of the Aircraft, 2 Sri Lanken
has  been suspended until
investigations are completed.
The flight wes deleyed by

almost 20 hours before the

plene was extricated from the
mud and repaired. -~ -

AIR 'LANKA FLIGHTS
TO INDIA DELAYED

Two Air Lanka’s flights to
India were deleyed at Katu-
nayake Air Port on Monday
2s a result- - of technical
defects in the windscreen of
the plenes.

TULF LEADER TALKS
TO LOCAL ARMY
HEAD

TULF Leader, Mr. A.
Amirthelingam, is reported
to have taken up with Brig-

#dier Cyril Ranatunge, the’

Army Commeander in Jaffna;
complaints of repeated haras-
sments on members of the

public in Nelliady and other
places over the past several
deys.. Complaints have zlso
been received that women
and young girls have been
herassed by Security Person-
nel under  the pretext of
searching.

BLINDFOLDED . AND
RAPED AT RATMALANA

A young women 'of 3rd
Lane, Rawattewatte, Ratme-

" lane, is reported to have been

blindfolded, gagged and then

- raped by 2 men 2t her house

mid-night. The
Police have produced the
young woman  before the
J.M.O. No arrests have been
made.

NALLUR FESTIVALS
BEGIN ON JULY 2§
Nellur Kandasamy Kovil
Annual Festivels. commence
this year on July 25th and
will continue till August 19th.

around

MISS. DANIEL, NEW
M.P. FOR HEWAHETA
Miss. M. A. Rupa Sriyani
Daniel, elder sister of Anura
Daniel, the ex-M.P. for

.

_HIGHER RATES FOR -~

Hewaheta who was compel-
led to resign following his
involvement in the attempt
to smuggle gold into Sri
Lanka has been appointed
M.P. in place of her brother.
She will be the youngest wo--
man ever to enter parliament.

COURT ORDER TOO
LATE

The order by the District

Court Colombo = restraining
Anna.  Ekanayake, hijacker
Sepala - Ekenayake’s  wife

from removing her son from
Sri Lanka could not be
carried out as Anna had left.
the “island, with  her son
before the court made order.
Meanwhile = Sepala’s applic- .
ation for bail has
turned down by court.”

AID FOR MAHAVELI
PROGRAMME

Sri Lanka is to receive
sum of Rs. 667.7 million
dollars this year to carry out
development programmes- on
the -+ Mahaweli from 14
developed countries and in-
ternational Aid = Organiza-
tions including World Bank
and the Asian Development
Bank. : )

PAYING' WARD

Incréased rates wili be
charged for Paying wards in

“been,.

.

Government Hospitals -ac -
cording to a Gazette 'Notific-
ation released }ast -week.

PAY RISE FOR
TEACHERS

Teachers will enjoy an inte-
rim rise in pay soon until a
reasonable and - permanent
salary sczle is -devised for
them. Minister of Education
Ranil  Wickrémasinghe has
directed the authorities con-
cerned to take  mecessary
steps towards implethenting
this. The rise is eXpected to
be between Rs. 200/- and
Rs. 300/- and this benefit
is to be extended to all

- 140,000 teachers presently im
¥ service.

PLIGHT OF LANKANS

"IN LEBANON k.

The Red Cross Society in
Colombo received more thap
4000 appeals from desperate
Sri- Lankdns to get informa-
tion  about their relatives
working in Lebanon.

ANOTHER FERRY
SERVICE TO ' INDIA
Another ferry service bet-

ween Talaimannar and Ra-
meshwaram is  expected to

_commence towards the end:
~ of this month. At the same:
‘ time it is also proposed to
“increzse the passemger czpac-
“ ity in the Indo-Ceylon Ferry

“Remanujam” from 800 to
1100.

»
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Somewhere in the 1960s a
Sw:.mi in the Himalayas was
mentally disturbed. @ While
the other Swamis were enjoy-
ing the natural beauty and
bliss of meditation in the
serene  Himaleyzs far awey
from the maddening crowds
this Swzmi was slowly acquir-
ing the personal conviction
that  spirituality  divorced
from people is only sheer
escapism and selfishness. So
he slowly trudged down from
the Himzlayas and entered
the cheotic world of wars,
opptression 2nd poverty. But
he saw that while U.N.O.
and other organizations were
there to stop wars, politicians
to voice the demands of the
oppressed nationelities, trade
unions to look after the
interests of the  exploited
workers, there was none to
notice the orphaned children
and destitute elders whose
plight was not too promiqc~nt
to attract public =zttention.

90 Children
and 30 elders

Today in Vathiry—a remote
hamlet in the North Ceylon—
are found 2 few blocks of
halls, two  uncompleted
cement buildings, two wells
and eighteen water closets
under the scorching Jaffne
Sun; though not symbols of
architectural beauty they ere
certzinly monuments witness-
ing to the peinful struggle
of one man against rising
and  inadequate
public concern.

Since starting his ashram

“for the orphans and elders in

.

a - humble’ cadjan shed in
1969, Swami  Paramananda
today has 90 children and
30 elders crying for attention.
The Swami’s aim is not only
to look after the material
needs of the destitutes and
see that they have a full
tummy three times a day,
but alsp to realise that these
aTe sensitive human beings
whose emotional and spiritual
wants too should be met.
Moreover, while most Charity
orgenizations unwittingly
perpetuate the sense of dep-
endence of the needy, the
Swami aims to give Vocational
training to the orphans so
that they may stand on their
own legs one day, adjust
themselves to the busy society
and struggle for  existence
independently.

A Pablic
Charitable Trust

But this complex pto-
gramme of catering to the
whole  personzlity of the
needy has been meeting
manifold  challenges which
have prevented the Swami
from realising his  visions.
While the rising inflation and
lack of support from the
State and the public have
Jeopardised the financial situ-
ation of the ashram, lack of
competent and yet selfless
volunteers to  train the
otphans has been a stumbl-
ing block to any progressive
plan. The Swami who had
for some years concentrated
only on the building of new
blocks and thereby neglected

R it e
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Orphans and Elders

Home in Vathiry

Children and Elders at lunch. On right is Swami Paramananda

the spiritug] and educational
needs of the inmates finally
realised that this was not 2
project which couid tolerate
a solo performance.

So in the middle of 1981
the Swami decided tp share
the responsibilities regarding
the institution with other
prominent members of the
public.  All steps necessary
to create a Public Charitable
Trust were thereupon taken.
On 7th February 1982 an
Instrument of Trust was
drawn up under the provi-
sions of the Ceylon Trusts
Ordinance No. 9 of 1917 and
signed. The authors of the
Trust were Swami Parama -
nanda the founder, and two

representatives  of the Sri
Paramananda Children’s

Home and Ashram Society
Limited which nominally
owned the institution and its
assets. - The authors trans-
ferred the lands, buildings
and all other assets of the
institution to seven Trustees
including the Swami.

The problem that the in-
stitution now. faces is that
of urgent needs and insuf-
ficient means at hand. The
three year plan that the in-
stiution has drawn faces the
danger of ending ‘like any
other over-ambitious plan the
governments of §ri Lanka
have been periodically an-
nouncing since Independence.

In 1982 the Ashram plans
to complete the half-begun
upstair block for boys cost
ing Rs. 240,000/- and an
undompleted  upstair block
for Elders costing Rs.50,000/
and to build a new kitchen
and sick-rooms costng Rs.
35,000/~ and Rs. 15,000/

respectively. In 1983 it
hopes to <Construct al‘_- up-
stair block to form a _lerary
and Prayer Hall costing Rs.
300,000/-. In 1984 the organi-
zation dreams that it would
be able to construct a }0—
roomed flat for Elders having
means of their own but no
one to look after them in
their old age which would
cost Rs. 250,000/-, and a
shelter for Anchorites and
Elders keen to  practice
spititual sadhanas estimated
to cost Rs. 30,000/-.

Apart from these, there ars
other needs such as beds,
cupboards, kettles, lamps and
boilers, which too would
cost a tidy sum. Anyone
who thinks that such plans
ate too inordinate for a
simple unworldly Ashram3
should realise that the Swami
has been forced to limit the
inmates to just 120 people
and regretfully deny admis-
sion to dozens -whose plight
was 1o less pathetic, simply
because he lacked the means.

Vocatiqlglg
Training

Though the institution has
so far been successful in meet-
ing the educationzl needs of
the 90 children, sending them
to schools in the neighbour-
hood, it regrets that it has
not been able to, start its
vocational training progrem-
me. To train boys in Agric-
vlture and in the process
produce the requirements of
the Ashram it firstly needs
two acres of land. %0 trzin
twenty able-bodied boys in

are longing for concern from
the busy mechanical world
that has abandoned them.

The survey by the Ashram
shows that while there are
around 150 voluntary homes
fqr children and elders in the
Sinhzlese areas, “Homes in
the North and Ezst of Ceylon
where the Hindus predomin-
ate, are few and far between”.
This  selfishness apert, the
very fact that so mzny 1% mil
perents can be deserted by
their children is 5 fact that
makes us raise our eye-
brows.  These are features
thet zre strange to the tr:.di-
tionzl Vemil Culture, Poctess
Auveiiyar’s crisp  aphorisms
“The father and mother are
the first known God”, “No
temple is more sacred than
the mother”, “No muntrem
1s more powerful than the
father’s word™, are poignant
even through the idiom of
an alien tongue. -

Selfish Saving
Ealiaapad A

of money
e e——

Buy_ the socio-econoinic
Condition of modern: Sri-

by

carpentry, - the ashrem
necds tools and 5 competent
mstructor who will be sacri-
ficial enough not to run off
to. the Middle East for a
weightier pay bag. To train
30 gitls in sewing the Ashram
needs five sewing Machines.
The Ashrem’s vision is in-
deed an ambitious one of
creq,ting 2 minizture sociclist
Society of young men and
women who would produce
and equally share all their
need—if only the wherewith-
al for these plans are met.

Too few Volun ary
homes

So now the Ashram hes
appezled for funds, inviting
those who are not bound by
the norms of this acquisitive
society to contribute in cash
znd in kind. But the Ashram
feels that it is simply not
stretching the begging bowl
but giving the public an op-
portunity to ennoble their
character by exercising them-
selves in selfless giving. The
Ashrem clso feels that in the
very process of giving the
public an  opportunity in
identifying themselves with
this noble project, the money
becomes 2 symbol of moral
support and inspiration.

But mugh more than the
money, 2 kind “Hello” and
2 sympathetic smile to the
inmztes on a visit to the
Ashram will be more ap-
preciatéd as these destitute

‘a Staff Writer

Lanka makes the Tamil act
aguinst his  culture. 7The
dowry system places a heavy
Constraint on the Jaffna man
to save his earning selfishly;
the national oppression has
intensified their ulready pro-
minent materizlism. Youth
have gone abroad _seeking .
greener pastures as they see

only the red fire and black

smoke in the tyranny of the
khaki-clad in Jaffna. The
petro-dollars of Arabia has
been a stronger cliimant of
affection for many youths
than their parents.  Many
socizl-minded have had to
answer the call to arms for
their nztion and have had to
sweep aside the elders as
2 meaningless barrier.

A metivation
to zction

‘Wh:t is necessary in the
North today is a sense of
consistency. While vocifer-
ously  crying for freedom
from 2n oppressive state we
sweep aside the claims of the
orphans and the Elders,
which is sheer blindness—nay
hypocrisy.

Let us hope that this year
which hzs been declared the
Internationz]  Year of the
Ageing by the UNO is not
just znother banner annuzlly
sported around the world
devoid of a2ny  practice!
implicctions, but a declsra-
tion that would motivate yg
to action.
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Snap elections
Will the TULF
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THERE IS NO TIME

‘j

L0SE, SAYS

COMMUNIST PARIY

“There is much more that
has to be done and there is
no time to lose’” says a
statement issued on behalf
of the Communist Party of
Sri Lanka by its General
Secretary, Mr. K. P. Silva,
in calling upon all non-
governmental parties to fight
reactionary and anti-democ-
ratic measures, and to insist
that the next general elec-
tions are free and fair.

Hgre are excerpts from the
statement released to ‘Satur-
day Review’.

Another index of the UNP’s
consciousness of its growing
instabilityfand likely inability
to win 2 majority in the next
Parliament is the new provi-
sion that will exempt mem-
bers of Opposition parties
who want to ‘‘participate in
the formation of a government
for the purpose of ensuring
2 stable government”’from the
present  provisions whereby
they can be expelled from
their party and from Parlie-
ment if the General Secretary
of their party so informs the
Speaker. This is yet another

figure in

floor crossing”

(Continued from Page 1)

Also, in the event of the
UNP failing to gain an overal,
imajority, Mr. Jayewardene
could encourage floor-cross-
ngs—including, and especial-
ly, from the Tamil United
Liberation Front—using the

missioner of Elections could
refuse to recognise Mrs.
Bandaranaike’s faction. For,
unlike in India, our election
law specaificlly states that ““A
political party shall not be
entitled to be treated 2S5 a
recognised political party. ...
if its name is identical with

until the elections are overi

While there will be pro-
vision to penalise any candid-
ate “making use of a person
who had lost civic rights”,
there will be provision to
save UNP  candidates, if
Mrs. B. tries to cenvass for

“The new amendments to step in the realisation of threat of dissolution as a the name of any party which them, through the issue of 2
the election law  that the PreS{dent Jayawardene’s long lever. O already entitled to be public statement disassociat-
government has announced cherished dream of a so- treated 2s a  recognised ing themselves from her.
indicate clearly that, despite celled “National” govern- Thore 15 Sonortunits. for - political party, ef > in ‘the
its boasts and big talk, bott ment—i€. a united front | o .manoeu\]/)rlz: undez the opinion of the Commissioner Because of the legal im-

the U.N.P. government and
President J. R. Jayawardene
are far from confident aboul
their stability.

“These amendments, there:
fore, are yetl another attempt
by this government to abuse

the proeesses of democracy

rig the elections in ' their
favour, and deny the people
a real free choice about who
should govern them.

They show once again that
the government, keenly aware
that its position is fast erod-
ing and can only get worse.
is determined to remain in
power even if it can only
do so by the most question-
able means.

All this shows how : correct
the Communist Party was
when it warned that free and
fair elections could not be

of 211 sections of the capitalist
¢lass willing to join with the
U.NP. in following the path
of  neo-colonialist develop -
ment. Needless to say, such
exemptions from expulsion
are not extended to any UNP
M.P. who crosses over to the

Oppositiont, ;.

The new assault on the
democratic process that these
amendments Tepresent makes
it even more imperative for
the non-governmental parties
as suggested by the Com-
munist Party, to come to-
gether to these fight ' back
reactionaTy and anti-democ-
ratic measures and to insist
that the next elections are
free and fair. Although the
response to our appeal from
other non-go ver nmental
parties has been generzlly
positive, there is much more
that has to be done and

proposed amendments, which
seek to empower the Presi-
dent to dissolve Parliament
twice within the first year
and to permit “all parties to
participate in the formation
of a Gpvernment for the
purpose of ensuring a stable
Goveinmient:” 20 rpeiang,

National government
pussibility '

It might even result in the
emergence of a  ‘“National
Government’> something which
is known to have been dear
to Mr. Jayewardene’s heart
for quite some time.

The TULF has announced
that it would not put forward
a candidate for the Presidential
election. In UNP circles, this
is taken to mean that the

of Elections so nearly resem-
bles such name as to be
calculated to mislead, con-
fuse or deceive.”

In any case, political ob-
servers note that once the
new gmendments come into
force- . Mrs. - -Bandaranaike
would have no
but to quit the political field

alternative

pediments, the extreme pos-
sibility exists, according to
political observers, of Mrs.
Bandaranaike finally agreeing
to get together with Mr.
Senanayake. If this happens,
the Presidential stakes will
not be the ‘“‘one horse race”

“that the Minister of Trade,
Mr. Lalith =~ Athulathmudal.

has predicted it to be.

To Mathew with Love

(By a Staff Writer )

+

On the 8th of June this year a 13-year old boy died an

unfortunate victimof a parcel bomb placed near the letter-
box at the Jaffna Grand Bazaar sub-post office. Police and
Army stationed in Jaffna, unable to handle these parcel
bombs which had been found in many other post-offices
in the peninsule, had to rush experts from Colombo to ex-
plode the bombs with caution.

=

expected from the U.N.P. there is no time to lose. lea.ders woyld throw  their :
government and appealed to weight behind Mr. Jayewar- Last wednesday morning when a ‘parcel’ was found .
all non-governmental political eomEEEECeET————— | dene. ' near the same grand-bazaar post office, the Security Person-

parties to get together to
ensure that free and fair
elections are held....

It is clear that the govern-
ment now intends to hold the
next Presidential elections be-
fore the general elections—
probably this year, before the
Budget is introduced. What
is more striking is the new
power given to- the President
to dissolve new Parliaments
twice within the first year of
their, election. It is quite

C. M. U. STRIKE:
A SUCCESS

Reports -reaching  from
many districts show that
the one day - token strike
organized: by the- Ceylon
Mercantile Union on Wed-
nesday, 14th July, - was a
success.” The  strike was
organized to  express solida-
rity with the 375 workers
of the  Paranthan Chemical
Factory who  have - been

Political observers in Col-
ombo say that this is  the
only “logical course” for the
TULF, now that its leaders’
appear to have come to some
understanding with Mr. Jaye-
wardene on the issues con-
cerning the Tamil people.

In the meantime, renewed
efforts are being made to
bring together the two fac-
tions of the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party.

nel now courageous after their previous experience rushed
confidently to the spot. Metal detectors were quickly
brought to the scene. The O.I.C. of Jaffna Police Station,
Inspector S. Thavalingam and Assistant Superintendent of
Police Neville Fernando rushed to the spot knowing that
expert direction should be given to their men dealing in this

.dangerous affair. The area was ‘surrounded’ and sealed.

After minutes of tedious eXamination from various angles
it was decided that the deadly parcel should be taken to the
Gurunagar Army Camp for further examination.

Our politicians would have envied the care and rever-
ence with which the small parcel was escorted to the Army
Camp. Even after hours of feverish checking by experts the
mysterious contents of the parcel eluded detection. It was

apparent that the U.N.P..§waging an unbroken seven e then that one brave soldier after saying his. prayers ventured
nervous that an anti-UNP § month battle—since - 4th & N ovfg t{.}ah‘;’azgﬁt glomnzlllt; to untie the parcel gingerly and slowly. What he discovered
majority may be returned to § November,  1980—demand- | ‘¢ ' -2 within the deadly parcel was—a few empty King Coconut

Parliament in the next general
elections, wants to give the
President powers to prevent
such Parliaments from func-
tioning- th¥ough-arbitrary dis-
solition: = oo = :

ing the re-instatement of 15
branch union officials and
the restoring of jobs to the
‘casual’ workers.

Printed at St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, 360, Main Street,
Jafina, and publishcd by Kalai Nilayam Ltd., 303, K.K.S. Road,
Jaffna, on 17th July, 1982. Registered as a newspaper at
the General Post Office, Sri Lanka, under Q J | 107182,

matter concerning the pro-
posed expulsion of Mr. Anura
Bandaranaike from the SLFP
(S) before he re-joined Mrs.
Bandaranaike’s faction), ac-
cepted- the SLFP (M) as, the
real SLEP, Mr. Maithripala
Senanayake’s zlegal position
has been considerably stren-
gthened. -

On the basis of the Select

. Committee’s stand, the Com-

shells!

It was 2 pity that the coconut water had been drunk
before parcelling—or the tired soldiers could have had some
compensation. But soldiers with 2 more long term vision
would have felt-that- such drills are very necessary because
. theré is no way of knowing which is what.

It is significant however that the ‘joker’ had addressed
the parcel to the Minister of Industries and Scientific Affairs,
Cyril Mathew who often selflessly officiates without salary

" as the “Honourable Minister of Communal Affairs”.
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