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Kuttimani is ready:

better known as Kuttimani,

of the Tamil-speaking people?

Will the Tamil United  Though the TULF’s
Liberation Front sponsor General Council which met
Selvarajah ~ Yogachandran, in Trincomalee on 28

August decided not to put

as the Presidential candidate forward a Presidential
candidate, the Front’s

'

Are TULF & TC ready?

lobbying
- NOW

high command is under

snowballing  pressure  to
rethink its stance.

appeal

Influential TULFers, the

Saturday Review learns, are

for Kuttimani,
in - Welikade Prison
pending the hearing of his
against the death
sentence passed on him by
the High Court of Colombo

Viewpoint 1
It must be said to the credit of the All Ceylon Tamil
Congress — which has been a negligible factor in politics

- in the North and East—that it has now managed to fill

at least a part of the vacuum left by the growing abdica-
tion of the TULF authority over the Tamils. There is
no doubt that in the game of political one-upmanship,

- the Tamil Congress is continuing to score heavily.While

the hitherto accepted Tamil leadership has been exhibit-
“ing a paralysed political will, the TC has been so as-
siduously polishing its political image that it is now in a
position to make the daring claim—the TC is the more

natural ally of the Tamil Freedom movement than the
TULF.

Into: that political vacuum left by the TULF, other
forces have also valiantly stepped in—the TELF, the
Eelam Liberation Council in New York, TULF rebels
and youth militants, all calling upon the Tamils to keep
away from the Presidential elections. The rationale
behind the call is that the Tamils in the North and East
have no place or stake in the Presidential elections. Let
the Sinhalese electors decide who their President should
be. Why poke our stained fingers into THEIR election
process and get hammered in the process as well?
Remember 1977? The Tamils outside the North and
East voted en masse for the UNP and ended up one
month later as dead bodies and refugees in the North
and East. Let our policy be—as our contributor Soma-
sundaram Vanniasingam puts it logically and succintly
in this issue—'We leave you alone; you leave us alone’.

The “Colombo Tamils” will of course never learn
and will never leave the Sinhalese alone, because they
have chosen their role: they will remain as survivalists
and hostages and fancy themselves as king-makers and

remain as mob fodder until they are wiped away com-

pletely. Until then they will exercise their God-given
franchise and interfere with the Sinhalese man’s right

to choose his own leader. There might come a time

when the Sinhalese, irrespective of party differences
might get wise to the fact that it is those Tamils who are
more potentially dangerous than the ‘‘Tigers'’, because
living as they are in the south they can cook the political
goose for them, at some vulnerable point in their politTgé.

As far as the Tamils in the North and East are con-
cerned, and they are the ones who matter, the choice
until five days ago has been fairly clear-cut. Vote
for Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam on the Tamil candidate

sentiment and take the consequences; vote for any
other party; or not vote at all, on a question of principle.
Mr. Ponnambalam is logical enough when he says that
a fresh mandate for a separate Tamil state is necessary
on two counts; firstly that the Tamils outside North and
East had hitherto no opportunity to vote on that issue;
secondly the TULF which sought a mandate for Eelam
in the North and East in 1977 and claimed it got it, had
now fallen by the wayside. But what if, as the Tamil
saying goes, the man who tried to fashion a clay image
of Lord Ganesa ends up by creating a ‘‘Bootham’’! If
Mr. Ponnambalam fails to get a respectable vote he could
end up by killing the Eelam mandate for ever. Any govern-
ment in Colombo can produce Mr. Ponnambalam’s
referendum figures and tell the whole world: “Look at
this. The vast majority of the Tamils have now turned
their face against Thamil Eelam”. Are the Tamils ready
for the gamble?

And now there is a new factor. The name of a dark
horse is being mentioned—of all places from the Weli-
kade stables! Running a man who is facing a death
sentence for the highest office in the land is certainly
an exciting prospect. And we suspect that if there is
one Tamil today who can draw the maximum Tamil vote,
and thereby unite all the fissiparous forces in the Tamil
ranks, it is not Mr. Amirthalingam or Mr. Kumar Ponnam-
balam. It is only Mr. Yogachandran (better known as
Kuttimani) who can do that. The fact is, he has ceased
to be an individual. He has become a symbol; a symbol
of the fight against the Prevention of Terrorism Act;
a symbol of Tamil resistance to State terrorism and
torture; a symbol of the urge for Tamil freedom. His
statement from the dock could be sufficient enough as
an election statement. It could be as good as a hundred
election meetings. If the TULF or the TC or both in
consort could make it possible for Kuttimani to get past
the Commissioner of Elections (the other legal and con-
stitutional impediments are surprisingly minimal) it
could prove to be the biggest opportunity to internation-
alise the Tamil issue, after Krishna Vaikunthavasan
seized the United Nations podium in October 1978.

We doubt very much of course if either the TULF
or the TC has that kind of courage to sponsor Kuttimani
for the Presidency despite the fact that it could once
and for all ensure the political fortunes of either party
at the expense of the other.

The Tamil man has been known to take his politics
like his pleasures, solemnly. It needs a light heart,a
sense of adventure and the streak of a mischievous
practical joker to make a daring mockery of the Presi-
dential elections. But will the Sinhalese voter take it?

_forward Kuttimani

- pambalam—who .
. first to pay the election

The only regional Eng

lish paper in Sri Lanka

on 13 August.

Kuttimani is reported to
have told  his lawyers
recently “I am prepared to
run as  the Presidential
candidate if the Tamil
people want me to.”

The Saturday Review
learns the proposal to put
was
first floated by some
detenus in Army custody
who feel he is a symbol of
the struggle for Tamil
Eelam and of the plight of
Tamil youths taken into
custody under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act.

One of the persons who
conveyed this proposal to
the high commands of the
TULF and the Tamil Con-
gress, Mr. S. C. Chandra-
hasan—Legal Secretary of
the TULF—told the Satur—
day Review that though it
is true he had called for a
boycott of the Presidential
clection at the General
Council meeting and still
stands by it, he is prepared
to reconsider his decision
if the TULF decides to
sponsor Kuttimani’s can-
didature.

The TULF’s Parliament-
ary Group which met early
this week is reported to
have discussed the pros and
cons of sponsoring Kutti-

mani but  deferred any
hard decision.
Meanwhile the Tamil

Congress Presidential can-
didate, Mr. Kumar Pon-
was the

deposit—has told a Tamil
daily he is prepared to
make way for Kuttimani.

TC sources say their
party  will seriously con-
sider the  question  of
sponsoring Kuttimani if no
other party is prepared to
officially back his candid-
ature.
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5. c;o& aaches The A.CT.C. seuzes
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e W tions as an opportunity to

cE O‘Egimi“" ' use it as a Referendum to
018€ ) 0“ ¥ obtain the verdict of the
ﬁ@w CE TR § Tumil Nation to the proposi-
RADE (eie” wa. §tion that ‘The Tamil
c0-9F ‘woh® Nation desires to set up
e 4% an  independent  separate
e . State forthwith on the basis

of its inalienable right of
‘‘self-determination’, says a
statement issued by the All
Ceylon Tamil Congress on
behalf of Mr. G. G. Pon-
nambalam  (Jr.) who has
offered himself as a can-
didate for the forthcoming
Presidential election.

Here are extracts from
the statement:

“The deteriorating ethnic
problem led to a call for
a separate state in 1976
and to the claim that a
mandate had been given
for the setting up of a
separate state to the pre-
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sent Tamil Leadership at
the 1977 General Elections.

“Events that have occurred
subsequent to July 1977 and
up to date have prompted
the  Government to ad -
vertise that the majority of
the Tamil = Nation are
against a  separate state
because (1) the Tamils
outside the  North and
East are against a separate
state; (2) the Eastern Pro-
vince is against a separate
state; (3) the Vanni is
against a separate state;
(4) the Tamils of Indian

Origin are  against a
separate state; and (5) The
Muslims are against a

separate state. The Govern-
ment says, therefore, that
the demand for a separate
state is confined to the
Tamils of the Jaffna District
mainly.

Sclution through

District  Councils

“The Government for-
tifies its arguments with
the points that the Tamil
Leadership which  had
romped home in 1977 on
a mandate to set up a
separate state had since
then (1) accepted the
District Development
Councils System as a solu-
tion to the political prob-
lem; (2) sat down for
monthly or fortnightly
talks with the Government
inspite of the fact that they
had, in December 1976,
irrevocably  decided that
there was no purpose in
having talks or pacts with
Sinhala Governments; (3)
agreed to a moratorium
not to talk of a separate
state; (4) condemned the
Unilateral Declaration of
Independence of the 14th
of January, 1982 by certain
sections of expatriate Ta-
mils in New = York and
London; and (5) a pro-
government stand taken by
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Messrs. Amirthalingam &
M. Sivasithamparam at the
World Tamil Eelam Con-
vention in New York in
July 1982.

“The Government’s posi-
tion today is that even the
Tamil Leadership is now
backing the Government.

BIO—DATA

Here is a Statement of
Personal History of Mr.
Ponnambalam sent to us
by the All Ceylon Tamil
Congress:

Name: GAASINATH-
ER GANGASER PON-
NAMBALAM; Date of
Birth: 12th August, 1938.
Religion: Hindu; Occup-
ation;  Attorney-at-law.
Educated: Ladies College,
St. Patricks, Jaffna,
Royal Prep, Royal Col-
lege, Aquinas Law Col-
lege, Kings College, Uni-
versity of London and
Fitzwilliam College, Uni-
versity of Cambridge.

Degrees: L.L.B. (Lon-
don) M.A. (Cambridge)
Professional:  Barrister-
at - law (of Lincoln’s
Inn) in November 1969;
Advocate of Ceylon in
January 1971. Advocate
of Tamil Nadu, India in
July 1971.

So much so that the Hon.
Athulathmudali who com-
plained bitterly that no Ta-
mil voted at the Dehiwela
by-election  in November
1977,  pontificates today
that more than half of the
votes polled by the TULF
in 1977 will be polled for
the UNP candidate at the
Presidential Stakes!!

“The Government’s main
argument is that the man-
date claimed by the TULF
in 1977 is not a true man-
date of the Tamil Nation
for a separate state be-
cause it was principally
confined to the North and
-East, whereas, the majority
of the Tamil Nation lived
outside the North and
East and their views had
not been obtained. It
argues further that at a
General Election, many is-

therefore one cannot derive
an answer to any particular’
isshe . ..,

“It is because the Presi-.
dential  election is being
held on an all island basis
that the A.C.T.C. is calling
upon the Tamil Nation to
treat this election solely as
a Referendum and not as
an election of the Presi-
dent of Sri Lanka. Any
Tamil speaking person liv-
ing in any part of the
island has this opportunity
to voice his opinion. The
A.CT.C.does not expect
any Tamil speaking can-
didate to win. The A.C.T.C
expects this Referendum to
be confined to only the
Tamil Speaking electorate
though it expects that a
sizeable number of- Sinhala
people will vote in favour
of the proposition. The
A.CT.C. urges any Tamil
Speaking  person  who
favours the proposition to
vote for  ‘the A.CT.C
candidate.

“Since the A.C.T.C. is
treating this election as a
Referendum and not as an
election of a person to an
office, the A.C.T.C. urges
those who will vote for
the A.C.T.C. candidate
not to exercise their second
and third preferences in
favour of any other candid-
e oY

Co-operative
Day in Jaffna
The National Co-oper-

ative Council of Sri Lanka
Jaffna, will celebrate Inter-

national Co-operative Day

on 18 September, states a
press release issued by the
Council’s District Secretary
S. Sivasubramaniam.

The highlights of the
celebrations—organised in
collaboration with co-oper-
ative societies in the Jaffna
District—will ‘be Elocution
Contests, Music Competi-
tions, Drama Contests and
Debates for school children
and co-operators.

PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE
A former Minister, Mr. N,
H. Keerthiratne, has paid in a
deposit of Rs. 75,000/~ to
contest the forthcoming Pr-
esidential election asan In-

sues are put forward and

dependent candidate.
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There are just five more
days to go before Nomin-
ation Day. Will the Op-
position parties be able to
agree on a common candid-
ate and a common pro-
gramme before then? This

is the question on the lips:

of all those people who
have been disillusioned by
the United National Party’s
performance. With them,
it is like a silent prayer,
an attempt to  will the
leaders to rise up to the
occasion.

Even at this very late
stage, the  Opposition
parties should realise that,
divided, not only will they
have no chance against
President Jayewardene but
they will also be virtually
writing their own death
warrants. '

More

authoritarian

For there can be little

doubt, judging by the trend -
the UNP assumed -

since
office in 1977 and the
developing economic crisis,
that, if elected, Mr. Jaye-
wardene will embark on a
more authoritarian course
than hitherto which would
mark the end of party
politics as has been practis-
ed in Sri Lanka up to now.
Sri Lanka will in effect
become another Singapore
where politics is concerned,
though it has a long way
to go before it could
emulate Lee Kuan Yew’s
;inpot kingdom economical-
y- '

s S A A 5. e

Rolling up the

electoral map

I am not saying this off
my own bat, drawing on
my imagination. On 4th
September, addressing a
district seminar of UNP
organisers at  Anuradha-
pura, Mr. Jayewardene
himself was quoted in the
Press saying, “We are con—
testing this election to win
and at a time most favour—
able to us. We intend to
take advantage of all our
opponents. We imend with
the help of those sapporting
us to demolish and com-—

pletely destroy the opposi—.

tion politicaily. After tnat,
I say to you: Roll up the
electoral map of Sri Lanka.
Yeou will not need it for
another 10 “years’.

So you can see what is
in store for Sri Lanka—if
Mr. Jayewardene wins. No
more  elections, no more
democracy of the kind ‘that
has survived up to now. Our
counfry would become one
more dictatorship like those
American-backed republics
in South America.

United, however, the Op-
position  parties have a
chance of halting the UNP
juggernaut, as they did in

by

Gamini

Navaratne

1956, 1960 and again in
1970.

Even in the North, what-
ever position the Tamil
United Liberation Front_
finally adopts, there are
sizeable sections among the
people who are likely to
support a common opposi-
tion candidate.
the

Will Opposition

- leaders, realising the op-

portunity—and the danger
before tnem be able to
forget their narrow sectar-
ian differences and personal
rivalries, and forge unity
in time?

BIRTHDAY PRESENT

The majority of the
people with whom [ dis-
cussed the situation over
the past several weeks
despaired that opposition
unity could ever be a
reality in our country. But
from what 1 have gathered
in talks with some of the
persons working behind the
scenes, there is a slim
chance that agreement
might be reached on both

'a common candidate and

a common programme just

before Nomination Day,

17th = September, failing
which they could go on

striving even up to the eve

of ,Election Day, October,
20.

That Nomination Day
‘coincides with Mr. Jaye-
wardene’s birthday cannot
be accidental. . 1 believe
it has been chosen strategic-
ally or, rather, astrologi-
cally! Though the announce-

ent came from the
Commissioner of Elections,
he certainly must have
consulted on the most
suitable  dates for both
nominations and polling
because matters  beyond
his control, like logistics
and security, are involved-

The best birthday pre-

sent for Mr. Jayewardene

geweyld be a long string of

aspirants for
the Presidency. Or \yill
the  Opposition  parties
spoil the day by coming
up with just one name ?

42 DAYS’ NOTICE

Opposition

There had been sugges= |

tions in the Press that the
Presidential and  Parlia-
mentary elections  should
be held on one day, using
the same staff and facilities.
But this is now out of the
question. = Only if Parlia-
ment had been dissolved
by 8th September the latest
would it have been possible
to comply with the legal
requirement  that ~ there
should be a minimum 42
days between the date of

issue of a proclamation and
polling day.

There is = however; the
possibility that the Govern-
ment may  decide on a
dissolution after Nomina-
tion Day. If after so long
there is no  Opposition
agreement on a presidential
candidate, -~ how  longer
would it take for agree-
ment on common candid-
ates for a geaneral eleciion?
An immediate dissolution
would enable the holding
of fresh elections  within
about two weéks after the
Presidential election.

resident J.

.:Mrs. Bandaranaike

But if the Government
does not want to take any
chances and prefers to sece
what happens at the poll-
ing, then the earliest a
general election could be
ordered by a victorious
Mr. Jayewardene—assum-
ing he wins handsomely—
will be in the first week
of December.

© wins,

- Jayewardene’s

These options, as well as
the holding of a referendum
to extend the life of the
present Parliament instead
of ordering fresh elections,
again if Mr. Jayewardene
have ‘all been dis-
cussed by the UNP leader-
ship. To hold a referendum
only 30 days’ notice is
required, so that one could
be called in the third week
of November.

The GoVernment’s mind
on whether to go in for a
parliamentary election or a
referendum after the Presi-
dential  election will in .
reality be made up for it
by the Opposition’s per-
formance: on 17th Septem~-
ber.

UNEQUAL CONTEST

The Presidential election,
even if the  Opposition
parties succeed in their
quest and field a single
candidate, will be an un-
equal contest. ~ For Mr.
chief rival
has been eliminated from
the contest by a Machiavel-
lian manoeuvre. Because
of this situation, whatever
Government spokesmen
may say in defence, the
clection cannot be desa
cribed as “a free and fair
election” as envisaged in
the Constitution.

Armed rebels against a
democratically-elected Gov-
ernment and foreign ex-
change racketeers, all con-
victed after trial, have beem
pardoned and freed from
jail; politicians indulging in
bribery and corruption and
smuggling have been let off
lightly, free to contest elec—
tions and enter the hallowed
precincts  of Parliament
Aagain; but a national leader
who hit the headlines im
1960 as the world’s first
woman Prime Minister and
was later elected for a
second term, during part of
which period she was also

. Chairman of the Nonaligned

Movement, has been forced
out of politics for a “‘crime’”
not defined in the law of
the land. What is still
worse, even convicted murd-—
erers have a right of appeal,
but even the S.apreme Court,
one of whose functions is to
ensure that fundamental
rights are not eroded, is
powerless to grant redress!

I have said it before and
1 say it again: I never wish
to hold a brief for Mrs.
Sirima Bandaranaike. But
there are certain  basic
values that we have been
taught to uphold and
cherish from our young
days, like chivalry, fairplay
compassion and decency,
like not to hit a person
below the belt or hit a
person when he or she is
down. :

I believe these values are
inculcated in students who
attend Royal College as
well.

( Continued overleaf)



13/1, Adigar Road,
‘Batticaloa

The Editor.
Saturday Review
Jaffna.

Dear Sir,

Your Popular Political
Commentator Mr. Gamini
Navaratne a very versatile
senior sage in the journal-
istic world has from time
to time made his usual
‘obiter dicta’ in pontifical
fashion.  Strange to say
some of his statements are
bound to influence the
people of Sri Lanka to
erroneous calculations and
thereby contribute to tragic
results. Please may I
crave your indulgence to
take just one ‘obiter dictum’
of this great  journalist
when he said that the
S.L.F.P. is where Srimavo
is, in the S.R. of Ist May
1982. ]

This statement is very
unfair and unjust by Mr.
Maithiripala - Senanayake.
1 am neither a friend of his
nor does he know me. I
wish to urge my case by
quoting an anecdote from
the Catholic Digest of about
- forty years ago. The
Captain of Eton Cricket
Team replied the Secretary
of Beaumont Cricket Club
to their request for a match
with this cryptic note,” “Who
is Beaumont?”’ Pat came
the reply, “Beaumont IS
what Etcn Was’. A public
School for Catholic Gentle-
man! Similarly I want to
emphasise that Mathiri
WAS and IS the S.L.F.P:
Not where he or others
ARE!

Siturday Review

Maithripala is

September 11, 1982

the S.L.F.P.!

general elections, outwitt-
ing even C.P.DE Silva
from his pocket borroughs
of Polonnaruwa & Hing-
uragoda.

His loyalty to his late
Leader in the early part of
Mr. Bandaranaike’s Cam-
paign should be really ad-
mired.  They were like a
voice in the wilderness but
the party gained moment-
um to such an extent that

after the March 1960 elec-
tions but as the Federal
Party was not prepared to
lend any support, Mr.
Dudley Senanayake handed
in his resignation to the
Governor General recom-
mending the dissolution of
Parliament.

At the general elections
of July 1960 Mrs. Bandara-
naike was triumphant and
became the first woman

entire Cabinet of the late

Mr. Bandaranaike, Mes-
srs. Maithiripala Senana-
yake and T. B.. Illanga-

ratne were the sole sup-
porters of Mrs. B.

Among the notable
defectors was  Cabinet
Miaister T. B. Subasinghe
whose resignation and ex-
planation about the silent
majority caused confusion
among the voters. Also

Says

Mr. Noble Arasaratnam

|

B R A N S

the M.E.P. swept into
power in the general elec-
tions of 1956 throwing the
U.N.P. into confusion. It
must be noted that Maithiri-

pala  crossed over from
the U.N.P. before Mr.
Bandaranaike. Mr. Ban-
daranaike’s Government
had giants like Messrs
C.P.De Silva, Stanley de

Zoysa, Phillip Gunawardena,
M. W. H. De Silva,
B: H. William de - Silva,
R. G. Senanayake, Maithi-
ripala Senanayake, C. A. S.
Marikar, Mrs Wimala
Wijewawardena, T. B.llan-
garatne and Bhashawa
Perumuna twins Dr, W,
Dahanayake and Mr.
Irriyagolle who was a Junior
Minister.

é;W. R.D'S ‘They deserted the
€ross — over scuttled ship’
When Mr. Bandarana- Mr. Bandaranaiake had

ike made his famous cross-
over in Parliament, Maithi-
ri was metaphorically and
physically there to embrace
him in his mighty arms
and found great Party.
That was the birth of the
SLER

Along with stalwarts like
Messrs. A. P. Jayasuriya,
C.P.De Silva and Michael
Siriwardene, Maithiri gave
the S.L.F.P. a form and a
habitation and vision of
things to -come. As the
longest Member in Parlia-
ment without a break since
1947 Maithiri’s record of
service to the people is un-
surpassed. Through all the
trials and tribulations of
this party this mighty man
of Madawachiya, Maithiri
strode the narrow strips of
Wanni like a Colossus—
e.g. winning all the seats of
the N.C.P. in the 1970

as junior Ministers Messrs.
P. B. Weerakone, Jim
Munasinha, K. M. P.
Rajaratna ' and others.

Mr. Gamini Navaratne
must accept that many of
these '/ people after the
assasination of their leader,
deserted the scuttled ship
of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party. Mr. [Irriyagolle
created a sensation by dis-
covering a notable widow
to contest the seat of ithe
leader, for the Attanagala
seat, which caused the dis-
solution  of Parliament.
Mr. Dahanayakes whose
Caretaker Cabinet had the
highest percentage of Mus-
lims in Ceylon’s history,
formed the L.P.P. and
significantly lost all the
seats contested by his party
including his own.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake
formed a Government

Prime Minister in the
world. To whom can we
attribute  this victory ?
Maithiri from the North
and C.P.De Silva from the
South and T. B. Ilanga-
ratne from the Hills with
several other mew comers
swept her into power. In-
spite of the hostile attacks
by the former loyalists angi
the leftists can Mrs. Sri-
mavo Bandaranike be un-
grateful to Maithiri for the
part he played in that great
victory ?

In spite of the Cricket
Match coalition hatched at
Nuwara Eliya and the
bolstering of her Cabinet
with fresh blood transfu-
sion of the golden brains,
her Government suffered a
defeat over the Press&Tod-
dy Bill. Then where was

Maithiri ? A A

1965 General

Elections

In the general elections
of 1965 when the U.N.P.
under Dudley Senanayake
again came to  power
several of the S. L. F. P
Stalwarts were seen in the
green  stable; prominent
among them was Mr. C. P.
De Silva the leader of the
House in her late husband’s
Government. Also were
significant personalities
like Dr. Dahanayake as
Minister of Home Affairs,
Mr. Trriyagolle who succe-
eded his co-partner of the
B. P., Dr. Dahanayake as
Minister of - Education,
Philip Gunawardena who
took upon the important
post of Industries and
Fisheries and Hugh Fer-
nando, Mr. R. G. Sena-
nayake with his S. M. R.
did his best to do their
worst to Madam  Prime
Minister. Among  the

was the present Finance
Minister Ronnie de Mel
who entered Parliament as
an S.L.F.Per. The S.L.F.P
and Srimavo owed their
existence and progress to

journalists that ‘“‘Facts are
sacred but comment is free’’.
Therefore I wish to take
cover under this dictum by
challenging your audacious
correspondent for his flip-
pant outburst that  the
S.L.E.P’ is where Srimavo
is. He is free to comment
but should stick to facts-
Any impartial reader of
my article will agree with
the above facts. Should
we quote Shakespeare with
the lines “Blow Blow Thou
Winter Wind. Thou Art
Not So unkind as Man’s

ingratitude,” even the
ranks of Tuscanny  will
forbear to cheer. Mr.

Maithripala with his dyn-
amic drive created: the
T.CE.O. and improved
the Highways of Sri Lanka.
He gave a new dimension
to industries by expanding

Maithri. the Paper Industry - to
; Rajangana in = the NCP

' The great Scott of the and  Embilipitiya = near

Manchester Guardian gave Chandrikawewa.

an immortal dictum to all

Political Causerie .......

|

(Continued from page 3) |

If Mr. Jayewardene sets,
any store by these gentle-
manly wvaluyes, it is but
logical that he should ac-
cept Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
challenge, restore her Civic
rights before Nomination
Day and face her “like a
man” living up to what
he preached at the Japanese
Peace Conference in San
Francisco,”....We Dbelieve
in the words of the Great
Teacher whose message has
moulded the lives of count-
less millions in Asia, that
‘hatred ceases not by hatred

but by love’™, he said,
calling for “magnanimity

tg_g_' defeated foe.”
Anyway, what is there for
Mr. Jayewardene to fear
if, as the UNP’s big-talker
Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali
Minister of Trade, has said,
the Presidential election
will be a ‘“‘one-horse race’?

To look at the forth-
coming contest in another
way, it would not be good
for Mr. Jayewardene’s in-
ternational image to pit
himself against  political

pygmies. ~ To take some

‘It will be held

against him’

of the names suggested,
Mr. Anura Bandaranaike is
less than half his age, both
Mr. Hector Kobbekaduwe
and Dr. Colvin R. de Silva
failed to make it even to
Parliament last time, while
Mr. Maithripala Senana-
yake has little -following
outside ‘the North Central
Province.

Lastly, every national
leader likes to be remember—
ed by the people—and re-
membered fondly and long.
It is not by putting up
statues and buildings, even
whole cities, in one’s name,
getting one’s bust on stamps
coins and currency notes,
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Are there Courts of Con-
fessions today in Sri Lanka?
That is to say, are there
Courts where accused can
be convicted under the
laws even to death—on
their confessions only?

It is the law of the
country that an accused
person can be convicted on
his pleading guilty if the
Court is satisfied that he
is fit to plead and he under-
stands the charge against
him. His plea  however
must be truly recorded and
it must by no means be a
qualified plea of guilt. If
this happens in a Court,
we cannot call it a Court
of Confessions. Moreover
in murder cases even if the
accused pleads guilty, that
plea is not recorded and
the trial continues on other
gvidence available.

Provision

in England

Our rules of evidence,
however, have prohibited
confessions made to the
police absolutely inadmiss-
ible, except in case of a
statement which has led to
the discovery of a fact in
which case only that part
of the statement, which
whether it is a confession
or not, can be led in evid-
ence. In England, confes-
i sions made to Police Of-
ficers are admissible pro-
vided such confessions are
made under certain strict
rules and conditions which
would rule out police ex-
torting confessions. from
accused persons. The law
has been followed in our
country consistently.  But
the Criminal Justice Com-
mission’ laws and the
Emergency regulations
departed from the salutary
principles of our law of
evidence, and confessions
were made admissible at
the trial. '

When this govt.

.came into power

The Civil Rights Move-
ment in Sri Lanka and some
of the leading members and
supporters of the present
Government strongly pro-
tested and criticised these
laws—and quite rightly too.
When the present Govern-
ment came into  power,
those convicted and serv-
ing short term, long term
and life ‘term  sentences
were  pardoned and set
free and among them were
many against whom there
was evidence quite apart
from their confessions.

The Government  had
good reason to do so as
their trial and convictions
were under oppressive laws
and in violation of Human
Rights and Civil Liberties.
The present  Government
party frowned on Courts
of Confessions; so much
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Courts of

Confessions

so that it repealed the
Criminal Justice Commis-
sion Act, when it came to
power, released and par-
doned the convicts among
whom there were self con-
fessed ‘exchange racketeers,
terrorists and insurgents.
The Emergency regulations
too were not resorted to
for a long time and it
gladdened the hearts of the
champions of Civil liberties
that they were never again
to have Court of Confes-
sions in a Righteous
Society.

In 1979 however the
Government after its com-
mendable performance and
having made life-long friend-
ships with the convicts thus
released and pardoned, in-
troduced the Prevention of
Terrorism (Temporary Pro-
visions) Act No. 48 of 1979.

there were Courts of Con-
fessions which did not have
the power to pass sentences
of death, although 5 or 3
judges gave judgements at
every trial in the Insurgency
and the Exchange Com-
missions respectively. It
is hardly of any consola-
tion to reflect that no
person had paid the ex-
treme penalty in these
Courts of Confessions.

The same obnoXious
features were contained in
the Emergency regulations
which admitted confessions
obtained during the inde-
finite period of detention.
But there was one regul-
ation added on the 17th
January, 1977 which stated
that a conviction based on
confessions alone cannot
carry a death penalty (an
addition to regulation 22).

High Court Judge under
’.che Prevention of Terror-
ism (Temporary Provisions)
Act could yearn for the
good old days when small
mercies were shown to
one convicted by a Court
of Confessions not by a
sole judge of the High
Court but by three judges
of the High Court. This
Court created by the
Emergency Regulations
was . described by Justice
Rajaratnam as “a Court
of Confessions which
departs from the  well
established rules of evid-
ence and a stranger to the
traditional principles of
justice in our Criminal
Law”.

Before judgement  was
delivered in thé case, the
Attorney-General with-
drew his indictment and

by

S. C. Chandrahasan

Legal Secretary, Tamil United Liberation Front ™

Prior to that they had
passed the draconian Law
—the Proscribing of Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
and other similar Organis-
ations Law No, 76 of 1978.
This was repealed and the
Prevention of Terrorism
(Temporary Provisions) Act
which was equally draconian
violating Human Rights and
Civil Liberties was passed
with a certain measure of
concern for the  govern—
ment’s reputation of being
champions of Human Rights
and Civil Liberties in a
Democratic Republican So-
cialist and Righteous Society.
This Act was held out to
be purely ‘‘temporary’’ for
a permanent period of 3
years.  Three years have
now passed and it now
survives with its temporary
character extended perhaps
ultimately to eternity.

This law  incorporates
all the 'obnoxious elements
in the old repealed laws
with ~added  oppressive
features. Under this law,
there could be a Court of
Confessions even Worse
than in the previous laws
of the earlier regime. This
Act of the Government
had provoked a cynical
observation from the Civil
Rights Movement to the
effect that the Champions
and defenders of Civil
Rights of yesterday are
oppressors of today.

Under the  Criminal
Justice Commission Law

In the application for a
Writ of Prohibition which
was heard by 5 Supreme
Court Judges in the Durai-
yappah case, the Attorney-
General conceded that on
ground of fairness, this
regulation was added on
the eve of the hearing of

the application. It was
obviously - to satisfy the
conscience of the five

Supreme Court judges.

Justice Rajaratnam who
wrote two strong dissent-
ing judgements in this case
observed. “The last minute
introduction of a provision
to save the accused persons
convicted on such evidence
from death is a concession
on the part of the State
with regard to the unfair-
ness of the impugned regul-

ation. The  Attorney
General himself concedes
that the introduction of

this provision was on the
ground of fairness, but it is
difficult for us to hold
that a departure from the
Salutary rules of the Evid-
ence Ordinance like the
one introduced on the eve
of the argument before us,
removes the possibilities of
a serious miscarriage of
justice™.

It could not be logically
argued that evidence of
confession is fair when it
comes to a life sentence but
is unfair when it results in
a death sentence. On the
other hand a person
sentenced to death by one

proceeded against the ac”
cused under the normal
laws and the confessions
were necessarily excluded
with the result that all the
accused were acquitted
there being hardly any
other evidence.

Confessions to Police
Officers have been inadmis-
sible under the normal
laws of our country. Can
it be said that they are
admissible under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act
which ' can justifiably be
also called the normal law
of our Country? If so, it
is possible today under the
laws passed by our legis-
lature under normal times
even  when there is no
emergency—for a Court
of Confessions to  exist
where an accused can be
convicted and sentenced to
death on the confessions
alleged to  have  been
recorded by Police Officers
durine an indefinite period
of detention.

Under the

Previous regime

Under the

obnoxious

laws of the previous regime

no accused was ever conl-
victed and sentenced to
death on  his confessions
alone. In other words there
was no Court of Confessions
which passed a senteace of
death solely on Police con-
fessions, although these courts
were presided over either

_equality
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by 3 Supreme Court Judges
or more and three High
Court Judges, whereas to—
day it is lawful for a High
Court to be made into a
Court of Confessions where
a single judge is empowered
to convict and pass the
death sentence on an ac—
cused” on  evidence based
solely on confessions he had
made to the Police during
an indefinite period of
detention ‘and a long time
after he had been taken
into detention.

If there is such a Court
of Confession created by
our laws, we can only
shudder to think that -
there can be miscarriages
of justice of a very serious
nature. It is a matter for
us to wonder whether the
Police who have in their

turn been  terrovists in
Jaffna, have been made
Subject to the provision

of the Prevention of Ter- -
rorism Act. Has there been
of  Treatment
guaranteed under the Con-
stitution? Has there been
a classification on a fair
objective criteria?  Have
the provisions of this Act
been equally applied when
offences enumerated there-
in have been committed in
the North, South, East and
West? In Criminal trials
under whatever laws, can
the measure of justice
change? Ts it only a ques-
tion of procedure? Will it
lead to incompetent police
officers resorting to the
easier way of extracting
confession, than to investi-
gating into a crime with
intelligence? Is there dis-
crimination against any
particular community when
drials are conducted under
this Act? Wezell, these are
questions that can be asked
by the Public who will
await an answer from the
authorities.

Taken‘ m on

et s R R )

mere suspicion

There was a time in
Jaffna when pareats did
not allow their daughters
to walk alone on the roads
even to school. Today
they are afraid to allow
their sons to walk alone
or accompoanied on the
roads. There has bse
such police violence. What
is the guarantee that the
Police confine their viol-
ence on youth in the open
streets and practises non-
violence behind the police
curtain when youths are
taken into custody on
suspicion or on the orders
of the Minister? In such
circumstances, is it fair
and human to permit laws
which  allow convictions
based solely on confessions
made to the Police during
an indefinite  period of

(Continued on page 10)



Eeylom signifies the urge
and aspirations of the Ta-
mils in Ceylon for self-
government. Eeylom is
only the form and structure
for the abstract principle,
viz., self - government,
which is the objective. The
objective of a mass move-
ment can only be an
abstract principle. That it

has to be an abstract
principle can be easily
demonstrated.

Suppose the authorities
of the Government at Jaya-
wardhanapura and those in
command of the situation
in the Development Coun-
cils of the North and East
agree to change the name
from Jaffna to  Eeylom
North and the names of
the other Development
‘Councils of the Tamil Dis-
tricts to  something like
Eeylom South, East etc. or
even  combine some of
these and give the combined
institution  the name
Development Council of
‘Eeylom, tne claim can be put
forward that Eeylom has
been secured.

Non-Violent

non-Co-operation

The writer 1s not indulg-
ing in far-fetched fancy.
Have we not been display-
ing with much delight a
Mace at the meetings of the
Development  Council in
Jaffna? At one stage be-
fore the advent of the
Portuguese, there was tribut-
ary State in Jaffna owing
allegiance to the King at
Jayawardhanapura with a
- Viceroy from Jayawardha-
napura - directing  some
stooging ruler at Jaffna,
who might also have dis-
played a Mace although
the Mace - was wielded
under the  strict direction
and  surveillance: of the
Viceroy. Perhaps the Dis-
trict Minister might be the

modern version of the
olden days.
There " are still other

varieties of Eeylom which
lie within the realms of

possibility. ‘An  Eeylom
Jaruzelski could be ° dis-
covered.  British Imperi-

alism was of a diferent
sort; Whitehall took direct
responsibility
thing that happened in the
ruled state.  But neo-
imperialism, whether it
be from Moscow or Peking
or even Washington, ap-
pears te operate through
Satellites.

The concept of Eeylom
in the minds of the Tamil
youths is a sovereign State
in the Tamil Districts of
the North and the East
which provides a Govern-
ment of all the people by
all the people for all the
people. The purpose of
such  government is to

for every-

& Sa_tu:rday Reﬂew

achieve the highest good

of the greatest number.
Let us not forget that when
Gandhiji spoke of Swaraj
he also frequently employ-
ed the words Ramarajyam.
The present generation
may not be quite alive to it
but the concepts of Rama-
rajyam, Ravanan Durbar,"
Duryodhanan Durbar are
of much significance in
India’s intellectual and
cultural heritage which is
also' our heritage.

A wrong notion has got
imbedded into the minds
of the Tamil public that a
sovereign  Tamil  State
could not be achieved ex-
cept through armed strug-
gle and that the objective
is_not feasible unless some
foreign  state champions

called “‘unity” which is a
sheer inanity. Unity is the
consequence and not a
condition precedent to a
properly formulated objec-
tive and meaningful steps
to achieve such objective
with sincerity and single-
ness of  purpose. The
writer gives below an Out-
line of a Blueprint to
achieve a Sovereign Tamil
State of Eeylom by Con-
stitutional means.

BLUEPRINT—PROJECT
EEYLOM GUIDELINES

The Movement must be
a broadbased mass effort
in which the objective and
strategy to be pursued and
all norms to be observed
are fully understood,ap-
preciated and cherished by
the Tamil public at large

fil the role of leadership.
Those who are not con-
vinced of these and are
not prepared to dedicate
themselves to such projects
or those who have in the
past acted contrariwise
should gracefully keep
aloof from Project Eeylom.

3. We must completely
eschew violence and bese-
ech every youngster who
may have in the past toyed
with notions of violence to
give up such thoughts.

4. Rigid adherence to
the principle of non-violent
non-co-operation and hard
effort along  constructive
lines is the key to success
and will erode out the will
to resist or to fight which

our opponents now display

in over-abundance.

5. The onus and' res-
ponsibility  devolving on
the leadership is definitely
much more than  that
devolving on the rank and
file of the Project Eeylom

()

A BLUEPRINT

By

Somasundaram Vanniasingham

election to be

our cause. Nothing can
be further from the truth.
We aim at a stable, peace-
ful and orderly State and
such a  set-up  cannot
emerge from  wviolence.
Every Tamil should be con-
vinced and feel confident
that the leadership of the
Tamils is quite competent
and capable of effecting a
transition in a constitu-
tional and orderly manner
and that the  State of
Eeylom to which they are
now glued will ensure the
highest good of the greatest
number.

A sovereign - State of
Eeylom is perfectly poss-
ible provided we follow the
path of mnon-violent non-
co-operation with rigid self
discipline. The concept of
self-discipline is quite dif-
ferent from the “discipline”
frequently mouthed by
some top Tamil politicians
along with another word

and indeed fully under-
‘stood by our opponents
also. There is to be no

secrecy about the object-
ives, strategy or steps to be
pursued.  “Kusu  Kusu
kootams” which - charac-
terized the politics of the
Tamils for the past several
years is to have no place
in our projects and plans.
The approach is something
analogous to the principle
of Management by Object-
ives met with in Manage-
ment Science, ‘where every
employee from the Manag-
ing Director down to the
humble  operative is fully
aware of and committed
to the objectives to be
achieved and his own role
therein.

2.5 A ~Task~ . Force: or
Team or a Political Party
dedicated to the objective
of what may be called-
Project Eeylom should as-
sume responsibility to ful-

-Leadership

but that does not mean

that they can indulge in

any sort of violence.

6. Finally the import-
ance of acting with the
singleness of purpose can-
not be over-emphasised.

Until the objective of a.

Sovereign Tamil State of
Eeylom is achieved  the
team should
engage in no other pursuit
in the political plane. The
goal of Swaraj should be
the THARAKA MANTHI
-RAM of every Tamil.

STEPS

1. The adoption of a
National  Resolution de-
manding that the existing
de facto Administrative
authority to seek de jure
status through a Referen-
dum in the Tamil Districts
in the Northern and East-
ern Provinces; the above-
mentioned Leadership Team
will sponsor the move for

the adoption of the above
National Resolution with
as much support as is pro-
cedurewise feasible.

2. The adoption of a
Resolution (to be sponsor-
ed by the same Leadership
team) beseeching every
Tamil voter in 'whatever

part of the Island he may

be resident at the moment,
and this will include Mr.
Kumar Ponnambalam, to
dissociate himself from the
held for
electing a President on the
20th of October, 1982.
(The word ‘dissociate” is
used instead of the word
“boycott” to lay emphasis
on the spirit underlying the
Project Eeylom: “we leave
you alone; you leave us
alone”.) In our view the
President to be elected is
the President of a neigh-
bouring State of Sri Lanka

3. The adoption of a
Resolution that the above
said Leadership team do
contest the  forthcoming
General elections in the
Tamil Districts in  the
Northern and Eastern
Provinces on a Manifesto
which would be the same
as the National Resolution
referred to in (i) above.

4. The Leadership
Team or more precisely the
Leaders so elected, will go
to the Parliament at Jaya-
wardhanapura and apprise
the Speaker that they were

returned on a specific man-

date. by the people and
since sovereignty  resides
with  the people  who
elected them they could
not take the Oath as laid
down in the Fourth Sche-

dule to the Constitution of

Sri Lanka and that they
could take an Oath only
in the following terms:

S e s Lo
solemnly declare and affirm
that I will faithfully per-
form and discharge the
functions and  respons-
ibilities devolving on me
in terms of the Mandate
given to me by the sover-
eign people of the electorate
ofii ik and that I will to
the best of my ability up-
hold and pursue the im-

plementation of the Man--

date given to me by the

(Continued next page)
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sovereign people of the said
electorate.

5. When the Speaker
refuses to allow them to
take such an Oath—as he
would necessarily do—they
are to thank him, with-
draw from the House and
return to the electorate.

6. If some one were to
assault them when return-
ing after  meeting  the
Speaker—as is most likely
to happen—they are to

.receive the blows, offer the

other cheek and make no
complaint to anybody.

7..“The Leadership
Team will mount a peace-
ful propaganda in the
neighbouring countries, in-
cluding Sri Lanka, assert-
ing our right for  self-
government and to be the
architects of our future
and demanding that the de
facto Administrative Auth-
ority should hold a refer-
endum to validate the Con-
stitution of Sri Lanka by
seeking an affirmative vote

WHEREAS Sovere-
ignty resides in the people
and is inalienable even
according to the 1978
Constitution of - :ithe
country called Sri Lanka
vide Article 3 thereof;

AND “WHEREAS the
bringing " together of the
Sinhalese and Tamils in-
to one polity was the
act of the British Im-
perial Masters  carried
out for their adminis-
trative convenience and
was never willed by the
Tamil ‘people’;

AND WHEREAS the
serious deterioration in
race relations  between
the Sinhalese and the
Tamils in  this Island

has been caused not by

social, cultural or re-
ligious  differences but
solcly by political dif-
ferences and  develop-
ments;

AND WHEREAS
such differences have
been manifest from the
time SIR PONNAM-
BALAM ARUNACHA-
LAM and the large body
of Tamils associated
with him resigned from
the Ceylon National
Congress, the = premier
organization founded to
achieve self government
for this country;

And later by the sharp
racial cleavage in the vot-
ing in the Legislature in
relation to the accept-
ance of the Donough-
more reforms;

And again by the boy-
cott of the elections to
the Legislature in 1931—
the first Legislature con-

stituted  under adult
franchise—by the major-
ity of the Tamil constit-
tuencies;

And again in the post-
independence era by the
reaction to the Citizen-
ship legislation;

And again on the oc-
casion of the enactment
of the Sinhala Only Act
in 1956 which did not
get a single Tamil vote
in its favour;

And again with the
bloodbath of 1958 racial
riots on the occasion of
the intervention of the
Buddhist Bhikkus in
connection with the in-
famous B — C pact;

And again with the
bloodbath occasioned in
January 1966 on the day
the Legislature proceed-
ed to enact the Reason-
able use of Tamil Langu-
age Regulations—an oc-
casion on which a Bud-
dhist Bhikku got shot by
the Police and died in
the midst. of a rioting
crowd in the heart of the
Metropolis;

And again with
bloodbath occasioned
shortly after the General
Elections of 1977 in
which the bulk of the
Tamils down South are
considered to have voted
for the U.N.P.

And again with the
bloodbath which resulted
at the time of the elec-
tions for the Develop-
ment Councils in 1981;

And again by the in-
numerable acts of viol-
ence in trains, bazaars
and elsewhere frequently

the

experienced in the last
several years;

And again by the
hostility and sense  of
frustration . created by

the introduction of what
is called the Standard-
ization = technique to
govern admissions to the
seats of higher learning;

And again by the non-
. participation of the bulk
of the Tamil legislators
in the making of the
Constitution of 1972 and
again in that of 1978;

And again by the boy-
cott of the Golden Jubilee
celebrations in 1981 of
the attainment of Adult
Franchise by the bulk of
the Tamil Legislators—
an occasion which was
graced by Her Majesty
the British Queen;

And by the telling
spectacle of hundreds of
Tamil youngsters being
placed behind bars with-
out being brought before
a Court while thousands
of common criminals
were released as a mark
of the Jubilant celebra-
tion of the Golden
Jubilee of this country
securing Universal Adult
Franchise;

And Whereas the pre-
mises to the Constitution
of 1978 which reads-

“The  People of Sri
Lanka having by their
Mandate freely express-
ed and granted....and
having solemnly resolv-
ed by the grant of such
Mandate and the con-
fidence reposed in their

said Representatives,
who were elected by an
overwhelming  majority,
to CONSTITUTE Sri
Lanka into a Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic
does not hold true in
respect  of the Tamil
Districts of the North
and the East and the so-
called polity of Sri Lanka
has really not been con-
stituted;

And whereas the Tamil
public are firmly of the
view that the substance
of self-government which
has inhered to the Sin -
halese has not similarly
inhered to them;

And Whereas a feel-
ing of frustration among
the Tamil youth leads to
the eruption of violence
owing to the lack of con-
stitutional validity for the
de facto Administrative
Authority; :

This public meeting of
the  Tamil  linguistic
group ofitthe T fetiy
(name of District) as-
sembled at ....(venue
of meeting) doth demand
of the President of the
Republic of Sri Lanka
which exercises de facto
authority over the Tamil
Districts of Northern °
and Eastern Province to
validate the Constitution
of 1978 in respect of the
said Tamil Districts by
seeking an affirmative
vote through a Refer-
endum in the said Dis-
tricts, in terms of Article
86 read with Article 5
of the said Constitution
with' the least possible
delay.”
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from the people”of the Ta-
mil Districts, in pursuance of
the solemn declaration in
the premises to the Con-
stitution that sovereignty
resides with the people.

8. If and when the de
facto Administrative Auth-
ority holds any election in
these electorates subsequent
to the refusal of the elected
leaders "to take the Oath
dictated by the de facto
Administrative - Authority,
the Leadership team will
make arrangements to con-
test the said elections again
on the same Manifesto and
when elected repeat the
same process with regard
to the Oath of Parliament«
ary membership.

9. Apart from the above
steps in the political or
rather Parliamentary plane
the Leadership team will
set up a Constituent assemb—
iy which will comprise not
only the elected leaders but
a sufficient number of other
persons, particularly those
with adequate intellectual
calibre and administrative
and managerial experience,
to enact a  Constitution
for the sovereign Tamil
State of Eeylom.

10. The  Constituent
Assembly will also enact
certain other basic legisla-
tion such as a Judicature
Act, a Monetary Law Act,
a Public Debt legislation,
and the like.

11. 'The Constituent
Assembly will commission
several planning Commit-
tees or a single Planning
Committee and several sub-
committees for the following
objectives:

(a) To study and re-
commend what legislation
obtaining under the preced=
ing polity should be adopt=
ed into the Statute Book
of the polity of Tamil
Eeylom. This will be a
Legislative sub-committee.

(b) To study and re=
commend schemes for the
Administrative Machinery
of the polity of Tamil
Eeylom, particularly  with
a view to effecting a smooth
transfer of personnel now
in the employ of the neigh=-
bouring state of Sri Lanka.
This will be the Adminis=
tration sub-committee.

¢) To study and  res
commend the structure of
educational facilities with
special emphasis on Tech=
nical education and man=
power planning that has to
be provided in the polity
of Tamil Eeylom.

(d) To study and re-
commend the structure of
National Health service
which would bring into the
scheme the private medical
service also.

(Continued overleaf)
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Dr. James T. Rutnam and C. Sinnathamby write on —

Sir Jafna Pandranath

Evelyn Rutnam Institute,
University Lane,
Jaffna.

The Editor,
Saturday Review,
Jaffna.

Dear Sir,
Sir Jafna Pandranath -

With reference to your
query whom Shaw had in
mind when he created the
character of Sir Jafna
Pandranath, there is no
doubt that the character
represented  (or  misrepre-
" sented) is Sir Ponnamba-
lam Ramanathan.

Shaw and Ramanathan
_had a mutual friend Flor-
ence Farr (married once to
one Edward Emery), an
alluring proto-type of the
New Woman of the late
nineteenth century. She is
reported to have been a
‘mistress’ of Shaw and a
very close friend of W. B.
Yeats, both of whom had
respectively written a play
and a poem for her.

Ramanathan had met
her in or about 1902 at a
meeting  of Theosophists

which he addressed. This

finally to
soul-search-

. meeting led
_Florence, the

& Bernard Shaw

Ramanathan photographed with his disciples in America

ing intellectual, and haunt-
ing “siren of  society in
London, packing her
bags and coming over to
Jaffna to sit at the feet of
Ramanathan. We may not
know how Yeats reacted
to this, but Shaw certainly
was not amused. Our
sage had the better of
Shaw. But did they ever

Eelam — a blueprint

(Continued from page 7))

(¢) To study and re-
' commend  policies and
- machinery for Economuc
‘Planning including inter-
‘ national economic relations
- and inflow of capital from
abroad. Special emphasis
will have to be given by
- this sub-committee to the
objective of ensuring self-
sufficiency in essentials.
~ Further this sub-committee

will give particular attention -

to resource deficiencies as
electricity, water supply etc.

(f) To study and make
recommendations  for the
" organization of the defence
of the polity of Eeylom.
This will be the task of
the Defence sub-committee.

12. The denial of the
de jure status to the exXist-
ing de facto Administrative
Authority which is the
crux of the strategy of
Project Eeylom, will lead
to-a break-down on its own

of the morale of those
manning the de facto ad-
ministration and essential
services are bound to get
disrupted and collapse. It
will be necessary to organ-
ize for the provision of
essential services Now pro-
vided by the existing de
facto Administration. An
Ad Hoc Essential Services
Committee comprising men
with  Administrative and
business experience will be
set up by the Constituent
assembly to provide the
best improvised alternative
services.

RESOLUTION
on Page 7
The above National Re-

solution is to be adopted at
public meetings to be held

at various places in the Ta- |

mil Districts in the North
and the East and to be
supplemented by as many
signatures as possible.

meet? We may have a
clue in the papers left by
Ramanathan.

Florence Farr died at
the General Hospital Col-
ombo on the 29th April
1917 at the age of 56 years.
She was under the treat-
ment of Dr. Miss Curr in
Jaffna, and S. C. Paul and
Lucian de Zilwa in Col-
ombo.

Jayanta Padmanabha,
who had corresponded
with Shaw and also com-
municated with Ezra Pound
wrote an article on Farr in
the Ceylon Daily News of
30th April 1947. Lucian
de Zilwa too had two
articles in the Ceylon Daily
News of 10th  December
1950 and in the Times of
Ceylon of 27th February
1966. Some of Yeats and
Shaw’s letters to Farr had
been published by Clifored
Bax, and an interesting
biography of Farr by
Josephine Johnson came
out in England in 1975.

Isacc Tambyah
Collection

In passing, may I be
permitted to say; It is a
pity that the archival col-
lections of  Ramanathan
which extended from 1834
to his death in 1930, in-
cluding among them the
papers  belonging to Sir
Mutu Coomaraswamy are
now scattered, if not total-
ly lost. The Jaffna Public

Library had Isaac - Tamby-
ah’s invaluable collection
and it is heart—breaking
to realise their fate.

Yours faithfully,
James T. Rutnam

Tellipalai West

George Bernard Shaw in
spite of the fact that he
was not a sexual athlete,
had in addition to Charlotte

_his legal wife, a number of

supplementary wives who
were other men’s legal
wives. He captured the
hearts of many  women
neck and crop and some
of them openly surrendered
to the charm of this woman
killer. One of them was
Florence Farr a lady of
angelic gracc who gave
up her husband and took
to the stage. Sir P. Rama-
nathan was on the look-out
for a suitable Lady Principal
to be at the helm of Rama-
nathan College which he
founded in 1913. In those
far off days England stood
panoplied in  colonial
splendour and the appoint-
ment of Whites as admin-
istrators was considered a
great advertisement to any
institution. Sir P. scoured
London and struck upon
this lady and persuaded
her to accept the principal-
ship. The personal charm
and intellectual attainments
of Sir P. might have at-
tracted  the attention of
Shaw and he must have
remembered the  great
Ceylonese when he wrote
his play “On the Rocks”.

Irish poet
W. B. Yeats

Florence Farr had acted
in Shaw’s “Arms and the
Man™ -and W. B. Yeat’s
“Land of Heart’s Desire’’
and this is what Shaw says
of her, “She was a young
independent woman who
enjoyed social intercourse
in artistic circles in London.
As she was clever, good-
natured and very good-
looking all her men friends
fell in love with her. This
had occured so often .that
she had lost all patience
with the hesitating prelim-
inaries of her less practised
adorers. Accordingly
when they clearly longed
to kiss her and she did not
dislike them sufficiently to
make their gratification too

great a strain on her ex-
cessive good nature, she
would seize the stammer-
ing suitor firmly by the
wrists, bring into her arms
by a smart pull and saying
“Let’s get it over” .allow
the startled gentleman to
have his kiss and then
proceed to converse with
him at her ease on subjects
of more general interest.”

W. B. Yeats observed
that she listened to a sage
from the East on the flight
of the soul and followed
him. Presumably this sage is
is Sir P.

How
H. A. P. Sandrasegara

called hi?h

an evil genius

In the early thirties of
this century Shaw  went
round the world and his
itinerary included India
and Ceylon. In Bombay
he met Krishnamurthi
whom he described as the
most beautiful human be-
ing he ever saw. Readers
will remember his recent
visit to Ceylon where he
was confronted by a
famous lawyer of Jaffna
named H.A.P. Sandrase-
gara who was a literary
cormorant and was quite
conversant with Shaw’s
writings. H.A.P. attacked
Shaw for maintaining an
intellectual  aloofness and
called him an evil genius.

The playwright after his
return to England wrote
the play under reference

and as such it is reasonable
to infer that his creation of
Sir Jafna Pandranath must
have been modelled on
Sir P. Ramanathan and
Mr. H. A. P. Sandrasegara.

To satisfy the curiosity
of the reader I give the
subsequent history of Flor-
ence Farr. She followed
the Hindu way of life and
within a short period of
her appointment contracted
cancer. Dr. Lucian de
Silva the well known
Surgeon who. treated her
was able to make her out.
When he told her that he
had seen her on the London
stage she was nonplussed
and requested him not to
reveal her identity. She
passed away in 1918 among
alien people in an alien
land. Her ©body was
cremated in Colombo ac-
cording to Hindu  rites.

C. Sinnathamby .
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The Dowry debate continues

As a regular reader of
the ‘Saturday Review’ 1
thought that 1 would make
certain  observations and
comments on -the article
‘How to kill the dowry
evil’ by your Staff Writer
appearing in the SR of
7th August. He has sug-
gested various measures
to deal with it and one
among these is that volunt-
ary associations like the
Rotarians, Lions, Junior
Chambers, Round Tablers
and such others launch
a campaign. I think that
.this suggestion can be like-
ned to preaching to a
multinational company
not to interfere with the
domestic  policies of a
developing  country  in
which it has invested its
capital let alone not to
make unconscionable pro-
fits, because I am of the
view that those who are
in such associations are
there because they have
received fat dowries and
are in a position to give
fat dowries. Of course
there may be a few excep-
tions to my generalisation,
But apart from this I would
be inclined to state that
your staff writer has made
his point about the dowry
evil which most thinking

sections of the Tamils
would agree about.
Corruption at
all levels

I think it would be
relevant to  consider 'this
dowry problem from a

socio-economic View point
in so far as it affects us as
a people in a developing
country, mindful at the
same time ‘that presently
the Tamils are faced with
a life of trepidation. Such
an approach I feel would
enable us to see the problem
in abroader perspective, in
order that it may be dealt
with  properly. “Private
property has made us so
stupid and one sided that
an object is only ours when
we have it—when it exists
for us as capital, or when

it is directly  possessed,
eaten, drunk, worn, in-
habited etc.... (Marx-
Manuscripts of 1844). A
dowry property would
come under this descrip-
tion. The time when

parents gave their daughter
voluntarily out of their
love and affection for her
on her marriage an un-
solicited gift called dowry
to give the young couple
a start in their married
life has receded into the
dim past long ago as com-
pared with the dowry in
capital and property nego-
tiated, demanded, and ex-
torted as a  pre-requisite
for going ahead with the
wedding  nowadays. It

Amend the

law

has now become a sort of
a bribe.

One of the effects of
colonialism and the sub-
sequent neo-colonialism * is
the inculcation of materi-
alistic values as a charac-
teristic feature of the way
of life for the people of
the  developing countries
of the world. The scramble
to acquire wealth for its
own sake for personal gain

If there are minorities in
such a country the hard-
ships for them would be
acute especially  when
those who purport to safe-
guard their interests find
themselves in a blind alley
led therein by their own
rhetoric and by their desire
to preserve their own in-
terests. The social fabric
of such a country would be
textured in such a way for
the maintenance of an in-
frastructure by the inculc-
ation of bourgeoise values
by tinkering with the school
curricula, control of the
media, a financial system

Thesavalamai

accountants, doctors,
teachers etc. would usually
come from the same class
the ruling elite comes from
and it is theywho demand,
receive and are invariably
ina position to give dowries.

Imported consumer
goods, the glitter of the
cocktail circuit to rub
shoulders with the flam-
boyant, rich, and those who
weild power and influence
are attitudes and  values
which are formed by the
pressures and contradic-
tions of life of a people
who have to live in an

by

R. Sivaganeshan

ignoring common good is
the sole aim in life for the
ruling elite of any develop-
ing nation that has left
itself to  the mercy of
market forces and chance
in the name of freedom,
democracy and economic
progress. Corruption in
the high echelons of power
in such a nation, seeps
down and becomes a nor-
mal phenomena, and flows
down to all levels so that
a corner boutique keeper
sells an essential or hard-
to-get commodity at above
the controlled price, or
adulterates it, something
extra has to be paid to the
man at the counter in the
railway station to reserve
a seat for a long distance
journey, a ‘santhosam’
paid to a minor official in
the ward of a government
hospital to obtain a bed
for a patient, or a gift
paid to obtain admission
for a child in school, let
alone what is paid to
obtain a passport or selec-
tion for a job.

In a neo-colony the rul-
ing elite has no economic
base but only political
power, which it would
have somehow or other ob-
tained either by eloquently
appealing to  religious,
language, national or racial
sentiments or by such other
demagogy. But economic
power would  rest with
foreign capital which would
have such a country as a
haven for making profits
as a result of the provision
of the proper climate for
investment, like tax con-
cessions,  suppression of
trade wunions, and other
democratic rights etc.

to promote the interests of
the rich and by the framing
of laws to perpetuate and
further the interests of
such an infrastructure.The
educated  elite, the top
bureaucrats, army officers
police officers, business-
men, stockbrokers, lawyers

unecjual society ~ which is
maintained by force by
preventing _change.

The more reactionary
the system the more re-
volutionary  would  the
changes ' be for social
justice through a process

ation and poverty.

of struggle against depriv—
This
process is now on in various
developing countries and
are in different stages.
Most notable among them
is. the struggle now under
way in a small country in
Central America Viz. El
Salvador, and no doubt it
would succeed in the same
way as it did'recently in the
neighbouring country Nic~
aragua in -the same con-
tinent.

Getting husband’s

permission

The process of change is
a basic phenomena in nature
and this applies to human
societies as well and will
apply to the Tamils too in
Sri Lanka. It is up to them
and the people of Sri Lanka
to hasten this procéss and
by their struggie also elim—
inate from their midst the
caste system and the dowry
evil and lay the foundation
for the creation of an egal-
itarian, secular, pluralistic
society as well. As a small
step in this direction progres—
sive sections among the Ta- -
mils could endeavour to have
the Thesa valamai Law
amended to do away with
the anomaly of the Thesa-
valamai wife having to ob-
tain the permission of her
husband to deal with her
dowry property.

Remembering V. M. Asaipillai
and his versatility
approximating to genius

We wonder how many
of his innumerable students
scattered in different parts
of this country and abroad
know that their beloved
Principal is no more.

That immaculately dres-
sed  majestic figure, a
symbol of towering rect-
itude was a sight to see
when he walked along the
corridors of Jaffna Hindu
College on his daily first
visit round the classes to
see they are settled to work.

A very soft spoken man
of few words, a gentleman
to the core, he was an all-
Ceylon  figure in the
academic  distinctions he
won right from his second-
ary school to the Imperial
College of Technology in
London. It was first
everywhere—First  division
inthe London Matriculation,
Ist as a university college
scholar, 1Ist class in the
London B.Sc. Examination
and first for the Govt.
Scholarship in Engineering
Studies in London.

On his return he decided
to join Parameshwara Col-
lege as Vice-Principal along
with some of his Univer-
sity Scholar friends. In
1939 he was chosen Vice-
Principal, Jaffna Hindu
College which he served
for 25 years and retired as
an eminent Principal in
1961. The College rose
to Super Grade Status dur-
ing his distinguished regime
and this paved the way for
the All Island School status
which it later attained.

His death was as quiet
as his life; and all those
who  passed through the
portals of Jaffna Hindu
during his regime feel
grieved at his passing. His
benign influence and non-
interfering nature had im-
mense impact on the entire
college community and it
was in sharp contrast to
those who tried to wield
authority in more articulate
ways.  Very few except
those who were fortunate
to know him intimately
knew of his versatility ap-

proximating to genius. Be
it literature,  English or
Tamil, Music, Western and
Eastern and other fine arts
Sports & Games of every
hue, the finer points of
Crime fiction, Astrology,
Palmistry, Numerology,
Magic—Virgil style or
Kandappasegaram style,
the Drama and the Cinema
the list is too long—he was
as knowledgeable and com-
petent on these.

In.a  physics class he
introduced the subject of
transference of heat. If
you—the first boy pass
your pencil to the last boy
through everyone in bet-
ween it is conduction. But
if you just get up, walk
round the class and hand
over the pencil it is convec-
tion. But if you just throw
the pencil to the boy in the
rear it is radiation.

Fortunate are those who
came under his influence
and enjoyed his company
for they can never forget
Vijayam Mauttiah  Asaip
pillai.

E. Mahadeva.



In his Point of View in
The Island of 5 August
1982, “Tea  Estate Worker
lives in  clover!”  Mr.
Broken Pekoe has in the
first instance sought “to
make the public aware” of
the ‘‘actual working con-
ditions” of the Tea Estate
Workers (characteristically
calied Labourers by him
at the beginning of  his
thesis). he tnen proceeds
to compare the CoORaitlons
of tne Tea Worker with
those of “tne average aaily
paid paady hela worker”
ana sceks. to show that
the lea Woiker 1s much
better off than the Paady
Woiker.

Broken backbone of

-———

Mr. Pekoe!

Mr. B. Pekoe’s findings
in wie NSt lustance  are
enher Iarse Or su teudentious
as 10 ve lalse. s Com-—
pansohs 1 toe secoad in—
SlaliCe are  OuvivuSly mmis—
leavwing. Mir. B. Pexoe
seems 0 five 1 tie Wouder—
lanu o1 solne Sulipruuus
Buusio plamer’s  Duligalow
o au csue Dl anu 1S
obVishsly SU agnurant vl uhe
Teal Cohtununs OL e
WOiKers i uie me-reoms
and toewr nawral aiies in
the paauy fieius beiow him
that ali e can GO IS (0 play
the oid pianiers’ game of
seiing Fauuy Yy urKers
against ‘lea workers. in
thielr ganies only thie Broken
Pekoes win, ana that is why
it Is lhoportaut o eXuwit
the prokeu vackwone o1 lvar,
B. FPekoee's arguiiems.

Nir. Fexoe’s own

cuckoo jand

The backbone breaks on
the maue 01 wages—wiacn
18 S0 Couudl 10 vl FenoOc's
aigulntlt thal tue  “‘tea
€5tait Wolhea nvesinclover!”
He says what a Iuale WOIKer
gews a lnue over ks 16 per
day ahu a lehualc WOIKEr
Ks 15,30, touwnt Mr.
Fekce be exaci: 1he male
Welhel gews a total wage
Ks 16/12z and a = female
woirker ks 15,77 per aay.
Even tlas wage 18- given
CLLy Ch €slawes not less
than 100 aces in extent.
Cu1 snalicr eswates the male
gets omy ks, 1532 per
aay ana the femaie -only
"Ksl3,U7 pet gay. Ara on
all estates the daiy wage
is La.G Chiy cn cays when
- woik is given 10 the worker.
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poor Tea wor

Mr. Broken Pekoe says
that work is offered “on an
average of 5 days per week’’.
This ought to give us an
average of 22 workdays
per month—if it were true.
But it simply isn’t. For
instance, from January to
April this year many estates
offered "less than 19 days
of work per month and on
some estates there were not
even 10 days work in
certain months during this
period. Besides, Mr. Pekoe
conveniently makes no re-
ference to the Estate Labour
(Indian) Ordinance Section
6(2) which stipulates that
the worker has a right to
6 days of work per week.

Living in a cuckoo land
of his own invention Mr.

is subject = to variation.
Has Mr. Pekoe ever heard
of Rachel Kurian’s 1981
ILO study in which, care-
fully analyzing the system
of incentive payments to
tea pluckers, she says that
“women  pluckers receive
a declining rate of return
for each  additional kilo
they bring over the norm-
In other words, women
who are struggling for
additional income through
greater effort are not only
paid for this at a lower
rate, but at a rate that
becomes lower and lower
the more work they put
in....In short, women are
forced to work for addi-
tional income are being ex-
ploited”. But the likes of

| by

Paul Casﬁersz |

Pekoe speaks of an estate
family income of Rs 1600-
2000 per month since he
says that on an average 4
members - of a family are

_offered work. Let us be as

generous as is possible to
Mr. Broken Pekoe and say
that all 4 members are
males and in the same
generous mood let us take
his lower figure of Rs 1600
per month. This means
that each male must get
Rs 400 per month. At
Rs 16/12 per day,; this
means that he must be
oftered 24.8 days of work
per month. This figure with
the elementary arithmetic
involved must have come
to Mr. Broken Pekoe in
his areams. * The reality is
quite other.

Furthermore, what is the
fourdation of Mr. Pekoe’s
ccniention that on an
average 4 members per
family are ofiered work?

He also talks of incentive
payments by which 1 take
it he refers to plucking over
the poundage norm fixed
for each estate or each
field of an estate and which

the Pekoes do not read
literature at this level!

Mr. Pekoe proceeds to
let his imagination run
riot. . “They = (the tea
workers) receive . free
medical treatment. Most
estates have a  qualified
pharmacist or apothecary
and a midwife to attend to
their medical needs”. Let
us continue to be generous
and say that Mr. Pekoe
was obviously not aware,
for instance, that in 1980
in the Matale Region there
were 18 Estate  Medical
Assistants  (EMAs)  or
JEMASs for 49 estates and
only 7 were qualined. Or
does Mr. Pekoe have more
comforting figures for the
other Esiate Kegions?

Is Mr. Pekoe aware of
the 1950 UNICEF finding
that the estate population
had only 1 qualiied mud-
wife below retiiing age
per 10,000 = population
while the national average
was 16.1 per 10,000 popul-
ation?* "Orof the. US.
Department of Health in
collaboration with the Sri
Lanka Ministry of Health)

Courts of Confessions........

(Continued from page 5)
detention? Have we kept
our hands clean  after
signing  the International
Covenants on Human And
Civil Rights?

‘During the 1977 Parlia-
mentary election the pre-
sent Government party

gave promises to repeal
oppressive laws. They did
keep their promise but for
how long? How much
longer will the Prevention
of Terrorism Act have its
temporary  existence now
that it has come on to its
fourth year? It may be
the Government follows
the philosophy that every-

thing good or bad \is

temporary.

What are the views of
the various political parties
on Courts of Confessions
today?  His Majesty the
Voter seeks an answer on
the eve of the Presidential
Elections.

finding of 1976 that 8.6 per
cent and 6.3 per cent of
children under ' 6 suffer
from acute undernutrition
in the ‘estate and wvillage

sectors of Sri  Lanka
respectively?  Or that ac-
cording to = the Gomez

categories used in the same
survey severe malnutrition
affects. 389 per  cent of
village children and 63.8
per cent of estate children?

In the old Company days
Mr. Pekoe would  have
been awarded a prize by
the Agency  Houses for

_reckless boldness when he

goes on to write: ‘“They
(the estate workers) enjoy
free  housing”. What
tendentious  rubbish! Is
he not.even aware of the
UNICEF finding that the
proportion of housing with
floor space  below 250
square feet was 64.3 per
cent in the estate sector as
against 26.7 and 28.1
per cent in the urban and
rural sectors respectively?
And has he really visited
the  line-rooms - of which
he speaks or is he still, as
all over in his article, in
his own dreamland?

And so on. Mr. Pekoe’s
article is so full of inac-
curacies that it is futile to
seek to expose all of them.
When however, he passes
from his facts and figures
about the estate workers
to comparisons of their
condition with the paddy
workers, Mr. Pekoe is not
only fanciful; he is danger-
ous.

~ No one who has the
welfare of people in the
plantation areas (both Ta-
mil and Sinhalese) at heart
has ever said = that the
paddy worker (Sinhalese or
Tamil) lives in clover.
There is poverty, exploit=
ation, oppression in the
village as well as on the
estate. To ask where the
misery is greater is to miss
the point that the misery
must be ended—on both
estate and village. To seek
to drive a.wedge of jealousy
or hostility between estate
and village has been a
favourite  pastime of the
white and brown sahibs of
the past. They must not
be allowed to continue to
play their games.

( Zontinued from page 4)
getting eulogies written by
sychopants to pass ofi as
biographies, ruling with a
heavy boot and  heaping
purdens on the masses taat
a leader wins the affection
and reverance of a people.
It comes by doing good
deeds, by looking after the
people’s welfare, by display—
ing magnanimity and com-
passion.

WONDERFUL CHANCE

Remember what H. G.
Wells once wrote? “Amidst
the tens of thousands of
names of monarchs that
crowd the columns .of
history, their majesties and
graciousnesses and serenit-
ies and royal highnesses
and the like, the name of
Asoka shines, and shines
almost alone a .star....”
Why, we all know.

Since independence  how
many politicians have there
been in Sri Lanka who
strutted the political stage
like colossi in their hey dey ?
How many of them are
remembered by the people
today? :

Mr. Jayewardene, alone

Political Causerie.... ..

out of most of them, has a:
chance of goiaz down in
history as a great President
but not if he continuzd to
be afraid of a woman. Keep
Mis. . B andaranaike in per-
manent bondage, and this
fact will be held against
Mr. Jayewardene by fature
historians, = whatever  his
other achievements may be;
give life to the ‘‘spirit of
San Francisco’> and release
her from bondage and I
am sure the whole world will
applaud him.

Or, are there vital and
overriding FOREIGN polit-
ical, economic and military
interests that have to be
subserved that makes it
imperative for Mr. Jaye-
wardene to ensure that the
UNP remained in power
at all costs, that his com-
mitments to democracy and
nonalignment are confined
to paper, that the masses
of this country do not mat-
ter at all?

I fear so, judging from
his reported statement at
Anuradhapura: If* that is
what he has in mind, then
why go through the farce
of an election?

ty 198L.
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there has been a violation
of the fundamental rights
guaranteed by Article 13
(2) of the Constitution, but
this violation has  been
more a consequence of the
wrongful exercise of judicial
discretion as a result of a
misleading Police Report.
Although we are thus up-
able to grant the petitioner
the relief prayed for, we
award him costs in a sum
of Rs.750/- payable by the
respondents.”

Justice Wimalaratne  in
concurrence with  Justice
Wanasundera and  Justice
Ratwatte gave this judg-
ment in the case in which
Mr. S. N. Kumarasinghe of
Madukanda, Vavuniya,
filed an application before
the Supreme Court alleg-
ing that Headquarters In-
spector of Police, Vavuniya,
Susila Gunawardena, Sub-
Inspector Gunasingha, Sub-
Inspector Joseph and Con-
stable Perera all of the
Vavuniya Police  Station
subjected him to torture,
cruel and inhuman treat-
ment and punishment and
illegal arrest and detention
and prayed that the four
respondents be dealt with
by the process of the law.

Mr. V. S. A. Pullenaya-
gam with Mr. R. Srini-
vasan, S. C. Chandrahasan
appeared for the petitioner.

Vavuniya MIRJE

Secretary

Petitioner Kumarasinghe
told Court that he is the
Secretary of the Vavuniya
Branch of a  movement
known as ‘“Movement for
Inter-Racial Justice and
Equality”, which has cam-
paigned vigorously  for
inter-racial  justice  and
equality and has had oc-
casion to criticise, con-
demn and even denounce
the conduct of members of
the Sri Lanka Police pub-
licly and widely through
the media  which  was
reasonably and presumably
within the knowledge of the
respondent Police Officers.

Handcuffed
and locked up

The incident he com-
plained of happened  at
about 9.30 p.m. on 3rd
June, 1982 “when he was
on his way home on his
bicycle along the road
Jeading to his village Madu-
kande. When he was pass-
ing these Police Officers he
heard a shout ‘“‘ado paraya

come here”. He stopped,
dismounted from  his
bicycle went up to the

2nd respondent, who is the
Headquarters Inspector of
the Police Station and told

him “mahatmaya, learn
how to talk”. To this the
ond respondent replied,

“I am of the view thatg;:?v

v

avuniya P

Saturday Review

11

olice

assault, violation of

fundamental

“ado paraya, do you know
who 1 am”; and he retorted
“whoever you are, you
must learn how to talk”.
The Police Officers then
surrounded him and as-
saulted him with fists and
rifle butts until  he fell
down with the bicycle.
Even thereafter they con-
tinued the assault, drove
him to the Vavuniya Base
Hospital, informing the
Doctor that he was brought
for drunkenness. He was
removed to a ward where
the D.M.O. examined him
the next morning, when he
also complained about the
incident which was record-
ed by the D.M.O. He was
handcuffed  and kept in
this Hospital  until the
evening of the Sth. when
he was taken to the prisons
lock up room and confined
there. On the 6th evening
he was taken to the Jafina
Prisons and admitted to the
Jaffna Prisons Hospital,
On the 17th he was pro-
duced Dbefore the Magis-
trate, Vavuniya and re-
leased on bail in a sum
of Rs.250/-

Magistrate’s

utter disregard ..

Justice Wimalaratne in
commenting on the “utter
disregard, both by the
Police Officers as well as
by the Magistrate of the
procedure prescribed by
the Criminal Procedure
Code” says: “On the mere
‘B’ Report complaining of
a trivial violation of a
minor offence under the
Vehicles’ Ordinance, and
of the failure to obey the
Police signal to stop, the
Magistrate has remanded a
suspect who was not even
produced before him for a
period of 14 days! The
suspect’s name was known
to the Police, and there
was no allegation of the
likelihood of his abscond-
ing. ;

Even when an Attorney-
at-Law filed a motion on
7th June and asked for
bail, the Magistrate had
not granted bail but had
minuted that the case be
called on 17th June. In
the meantime, the suspect
was, according to the ‘B’
Report only suffering
from bodily

pains,-

removed to the Vavuniya
prison lock-up on the 5th
June, and transferred to the
Jaffna prison on the 7th
June where he lingered
deprived of his liberty until
the 17th of Junme. This
procedure shocks one’s
sense of justice and fairplay-

«“Section 115 (1) of the
Code requires the Police,
if investigations cannot be
completed within a period
of 24 hours, and if there
are grounds for believing
that further investigation
is necessary, to forthwith
transmit to the Magistrate
a report of the case, to-
gether with a summary of
the statements made by the
witnesses  examined, and
also to forward the suspect

to such Magistrate. The
reason  given in their
affidavit for the mnon-

production of the suspect
along with the ‘B’ Report

is that since the petitioner
was warded on the orders
of the D.M.O. they were
not in a position to actually
produce the petitioner be-
fore the Magistrate at the
time the report was filed.

“There may be occasions
when suspects ~ warded in
Hospital cannot be pro-
duced before the Magistrate
within the stipulated period
but in that event the Police
should produce a medical
report to the effect that it
would be  hazardous to
move the suspect from the
hospital ward. Magistrates
should be vigilant when
‘B> reports are filed before
them, without the produc-
tion of the suspect and
should probe the reason
for the non production of
the suspect. If they are
not  satisfied  with the
reason  adduced by the
Police, they should insist

right

on a medical report as to

the suspect’s fitness to be
produced. ‘

“Magistrates would be ab—
dicating to the Police their
Judicial duty of deciding up—
on the period of remand if
they do not bring their
independent  judgment to
bear. In the present case
a remand for a period of
14 days was quite unneces—
sary. No wonder overcrowd-
ing in prisons, especially in
remand is causing much
anxiety to Prison officials
and  considerable expense
to the State. Likewise,
Police Officers ought not to
be allowed to circumvent the
salutary provisions of sec-
tion 115 (1) regarding the
production of suspects be-
fore the Magistrate by seek--
ing to give such excuses as
have been given in this case.”’
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month-old Paranthan

struggle ends in a

note of victory!

A press release of the
Workerss Union  of the
Paranthan Chemical Cor-
poration  states that the
strike begun by 379 workers
on the 27th of November
1981 will officially end
on the 10th of September
at 10 a.m. The agreement
signed by the Union on
the 6th of this month with
the Commissioner of Lab-
our, grants two of the
demands unconditionally:
that of reinstating 10
Workers’ Union Leaders
and 5 other workers who
had been suspended from
work, and that of returning
the offices of the Workers
Union which had been
confiscated.

Though
leaders who
transferred  to Colombo
will report to  work in
Paranthan on the 10th, yet
they will have to complete
the work given to them by
the Colombo office on 2
temporary basis. Though
the casual workers who

the Union
had been

had been dismissed too
would report to work, yet
the plight of the casual
workers who may not have
vacancies will be  solved
only gradually.

The Worker’s Union also
states that  whereas the
popular  opinion in the
country is that no success-
ful workers struggle can be
waged against the present
powerful - government, the
Paranthan  workers have

succeeded in one of the
longest struggles in the
history of the public sector.
The Union has expressed
its gratitude to the Ceylon
Mercantile Union for its
active co-operation in the
struggle.

A public meeting Wwas
held in Kilinochchi on the
9th, at 5.30 p.m., with Mr.
Bala Tampoe as the main
speaker, to celebrate the
settlement of the strike.

Indian gift to
Jaffna Centre

The Resource Centre for

Learning and Development,

Nallur, which is function-
ing at Jaffna Hindu College
will be gifted a film Projec-
tor by the Government of
India, on the 12th of
September, Sunday. Mr.
R. M. Abhyankar, the
Acting High Commissioner
of India, who is presently
in Jaffna, will hand over
the gift to the centre, in a
function to be held at 3p.m.

The gift was promised:
by the former High Com-
missioner Mr. Thomas
Abraham on a Visit to
Jaffna.

FERRY SERVICE

SUSPENDED
The shipping service oper-
ating between Rameswaram
and Talaimannar will tem-
porarily cease to function
from mid-October to end
of December as it is eX-
pected that the sea will
be rough during this period-



Review SR

issue of 29 August:

“Disappearance”

The other 12 included

Sri Lanka fmds
itself in poor company!

The Catholic Leader of Brisbane, Australia, carried
the following report on government terrorism in its

has become a euphemism for
government terrorism agamst ‘Jgohtlcal opponents in

22 countries, including 10 in.
JUN Human Rights Commltteeu

“The victims are either snnply never heard of again,
reappear bearing the scars of torture, or are found
dead, often mutilated beyond recognition™,
committee of 18 independent legal experts.

Such abductions are often carried out by police,
‘military or paramilitary forces of the government, but
are against the laws of the states.
on governments to take tougher measures against such
activities and establish special safeguards.

Latin American countries named by the report
were Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Uruguay.
seven
Guinea, Lesotho, Namibia (South West Africa), South
Africa, Uganda and Zaire—and Cyprus,
Iran, Philippines and Sri Lavka.

The committee report, to v, presented to the United
Nations General Assembly later this year, cited no
figures for disappearances in the countries it listed. It
says governments should investigate cases of disap-

pearances and any charges
should not be held incommunicado, and should have

access to their doctors, lawyers and relatives.

The right to life was of “supreme importance
a person’s right to freedom from torture could not be
violated even in national emergencies.

tin Amenca says the

said the

The report called

in Africa—Ethiopia,

Indonesia,

of torture. Detainees

”, and
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Jaffna BOrary oels.. . s

£ 2,371 trom

The Eelam  Tamil As-
sociation of Alberta, Cana-
da, has donated £2,371
sterling to the Jaffna Pub-
lic Library Building Fund.

The Secretary  of the
ETA, M. Nithipalan, has
informed the Jaffna Mayor,
Raja  Visuvanathan, that

NoGE P boss
in Jaffna

The Nava Sama Samaja
Party (NSSP) will hold
public meetings at Point
Pedro and Manipay on
12th a4nd 13th September
respectively.

NSSP leader Vasudeva
Nanayakkara and General
Secretary  Dr. Vickrama-
bahu Karunaratne will ad-
dress the meetings.

Canada

the Association collected
$ 2,600 from Eelam Tamils
in Alberta through a raffle
and received a matching
grant from the Govern-
ment of Alberta. The
total amount of $ 5,200
has  been converted to
£ 2371

Recommending the
grant, Mary J. LeMessurier
Minister  Responsible for
Alberta Agency for Inter-
national Development said
“In  recommending this
grant I want you to know
that your government of
Alberta supports and ap-
preciates the good work
carried on by your agency
in the Third World. It
is our sincere hope that
this contribution, made on
behalf of the people of our
province, will assist in
alleviating  some of the
causes and symptoms of
world poverty.”

Printed at St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, 360, Main Street
Jaffna, and published by Kalai Nilayam Ltd., 303, K.K.S. Road
Jaffna, on 11th September, 1982, Registered as a newspaper ay
the General Post Office, Sri Lanka, under QJ | 107/82.

out of J.R’s
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official visit

to Jaftna?

Tamil United Liberation
Front parliamentarians are
likely to keep away from
the ceremonial commission—
ing by President J. R. Jaya—
wardene of the production
section of the Lanka
Cement Ltd.’s third —stage

project at the KKS Cement

Factory, the SATURDAY
REVIEW learns.

President Jayawardene is:

expected in Jaffna on 3
October—his first official
visit to the North—to com-
mission the plant.

The General Manager of
the New Plant Project,
M. D. Jayamanne, heads
the. Committee which is in

charge of arrangements for -

the President’s visit.

Local artistes as well as
artistes from the  South
will welcome the President
at the Factory premises,
the Saturday Review under-
stands. \

At the time of going to
press it is not known for
certain whether the Presi-
dent will formally open the
Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation’s  Recording
Studio at Pannai, as
originally planned.

TULF sources say the
Front is not likely to
participate in the welcome
to President
or the official function that
follows as the visit comes
just over a fortnight before
the Presidential election on
20 October, where Presi-
dent Jayawardene, the
United  National Party
candidate, is the front
runner.

The TULF decided at

its recent General Council

Meeting in  Trincomalee
not to put  forward a
Presidential candidate, these
sources explain, and point

Jayawardene

out that the Front has put
off a decision on whether
to back any Presidential
candidate.

Under the circumstances,
they say, the Front cannot
take part in any function
where President Jayawar-
dene participates, even in
an official capacity, since
it could fuel speculation
that the Front is not
strictly non-aligned and is
covertly backing the UNP
candidate.

Local UNP sources seem
to be in the dark about
President Jayawardene’s
Jaffna programme.

However, they say it is
unlikely the President will
hold any election meetings
in Jaffna that day: public
meetings are virtually out
for security reasons, they
feel.

*GiVE JAFNA A FULL-FLEDGED
FACULTY OF MANAGEMENT STUDIES”

The Students Assembly
of the University of Jaffna
wants “a  full-fledged
Faculty of  Management

Studies and Commerce set
up in the University of
Jaffna as early as possible
so that Tamil medium
Business Management
students will be on par
with their counterparts in
the University of Sri Jaya-

| wardenepura”.

In a letter to the Minister
of Higher Education, the
President of the Students
Assembly, K. N. Rasanaya-
gam states:

“This year, for the first
time, Tamil medium
students selected to follow
a Course in  Business
Management have  been

sent to the University of
Jaffna: in the normal
course of events this batch
of students  would have
gained admission to the
Faculty of Management
Studies and Commerce in
the University of Sri Jaya-
wardenapura.

“The course for which
these students have been
selected should lead to a
B.Se) daprec. " ast i in: the
University of Sri Jayawar-
denepura.

“But as, at present, there
is no Faculty of Manags-
ment Studies and Com-
merce in the University of
Jaffna, there is no likeli-
hood that these students
will be awarded a B.Sc.
degree.

- Faculty

Transfer from
Sri Jayawardenepura

“We understand that the
2nd year Tamil medium
Business Management
students already registered
in the Faculty of Manage-
ment Studies and Com-
merce of the University of
Sri  Jayawardenepura and
now following lectures at
the U.G.C. Building are to
be transferred to the Uni-
versity of Jaffna this year.

“In the : absehce of "a
of Management
Studies and Commerce in
the University of Jaffna, the
proposed  transfer  will
prove detrimental to these
studsnts as there will be
a snag about awarding
them the B.Sc. degree which
they are entitled to.”
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