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“The evidence that army spokesman led before the
press of the alleged involvement of the two priests was
startling enough. It needed no embellishment. The
cold, clinical precision of detail with which it was presented
blah, blah, blah....”
—Justice DAIl' Y NEWS passing judgement
. in the Editorial of November 25, 1982.
Imagine that! EVIDENCE LED BEFORE THE
PRESS. .. . We had all along thought that evidence is
usually led before a court of law? What does the Lake
House think it is? ‘This is as good (or as bad) as saying
that some State Counsel led evidence before his mistress!
All of Sri Lanka knows that this fat old lady of Lake
House—the Daily News—was “‘kept’’ in her time by
not one government, but by two governments over the
past few years. It is time that the Sinhala and English
language Press of this country—with the exception of
the ISLAND—drops its pretence of being independent
or fair-minded, or even DECENT in its approach to
news presentation and comment in respect of the Tamils.
Ever since the Tamils came to be plagued by mob terrorism
from 1956 and by State terrorism in the North and East

subsequently,the Colombo Press has lost its moral author—.

ity to be considered non-partisan or non-sectarian. In
fact, the one Editor from Lake House—Tarzie Vittachi—
who had the moral uprightness to chronicle the dark days
of the anti-Tamil riots in 1958 with fidelity and sorrow,
in his book ‘‘Emergency '58”°, quit Lake House and the
country thereafter. Three years ago, in June 1979, the
DAILY NEWS (under a different Editor) but under the
same government, perpetrated the most monstrous false-
hood in the history of journalism in Ceylon when it reported
and later maintained against all evidence to the contrary
that respected artist Manjusri was assaulted in Jaffna.

The Editor of this paper along with a Sinhalese col-
league and friend of Manjusri happened to meet the artist
(in some other connection) at his flat on the day after his
return from Jaffna where he was accidentally knocked
by a cyclist on a dimly-lit road. This was told by Man—
jusri himself, and ten days later the DAILY NEWS
fabricated the story of his assault, and kept maintaining
it and in the process nearly engineered another race riot.
The SATURDAY REVIEW will some day give its readers
a full account of this sordid episode in journalism.

As for the SUN, the less said of it the better. It
had been a racist rag ever since its birth, and unlike the
DAILY NEWS which had its lucid intervals, the SUN
has been consistently racist. In its issues of August 11
and 12, it ran two articles by Prof. F. R. Jayasuriya which
were provocatively anti-Tamil, and five days later the
biggest anti-Tamil riots got into swing. As recently as
November 7, the WEEKEND carried a pontifical piece
by Ranil Weerasinghe on the Chavakachcheri Police
Station attack, where he makes this curious statement:
“One of them (senior Police officer) told WEEKEND,.
‘At -present neariy all the other enforcement agencies
seem to think that the laws of the land do not apply to the
North. While cinema halls are closed throughout the
country on Poya days, they remain open in Jaffna. So
do the beefstalls and bars.....”” We do not know who
is lying, whether it was the unnamed senior Police officer
or Ranil Weerasinghe, but the Sinhala Buddhist readers
of SATURDAY REVIEW should know that the alleg—
ation is a 1009, fabrication. If this is not a blatant attempt
to inflame Sinhala sentiment, what else is it? Cannot
President Jayewardene’s government take action againsi
such untruthful racially-inciting reports?

Tamil

olitics

__enters

a new phase:

TULFnowback

in the field

Tamil politics entered a
new mass agitational phase
in Jaffna this week, follow-
ing the arrests and question—
ing of several Roman
Catholic, Methodist and
Anglican priests in connec-
tion with terrorism and the

Neervely Bank money
robbery of 1981 and the
peremptory  ascribing of

guilt to the members of the
clergy by the State—control-
led and other media in
Colombo.

Whole — day protest fasts
and sit-ins are being held
throughout the  peninsula
with the Tamil United Liber—
ation Front itself actively
mounting chorus of protests,
On Tuesday the 30th, there
will be a collective one-day
fast in both the North and
East, demanding an end to
the arbitrary detention of

the priests and University .

Assistant  Lecturer Nithy—
ananthan and wife Nirmala,
the abolition of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and
an end to State terrorism.

Here are reports of some
of the protest demonstra-
tions up to Friday:

% PANDATHARIPPU: On
Sunday the 2Ist, from
7a. m. to 5p.m. Pari-
shioners of Pandatharippu
Church and Vilan Fatima
Church were involved in
a protest fast 'in the
Periavilan Market com-
pound. They sang hymns
and held prayers in sup-
port of the arrested clergy.
Hindu residents of the
area too joined in the
sit-in. Atthe end of the
fast the members sent an
urgent telegram to the

Pfesideni that the: clefgy
should be freed immedi-
ately.

% THINNAVELY: On
Monday the 22nd the
students of the campus
boycotted lectures and
staged a protest march
through the main roads,
demanding the release of
Assistant Lecturer Nithi-

yanandan, his wife Nir-
mala and an undergrad.
The Catholic Union of
the University played a
leading role in the protest
activities. After the pro-
test march the students
had a meeting to decide
on further action.

‘(Continued on page 12)

Protesting Students _at Sit-ins : Scenes such as these
were a daily occurrence this week.
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COLOMBO: Six  em-
ployees of the Government
owned National Textile
Corporation, all members
of the UNP- controlled
Jathika Sevaka Sangama
who were dismissed for be-
ing on no-pay leave for over
28 days are alleged to have
assaulted the Mill Manager,
the Personnel Manager and

_the Accountant of the- Mat-

tegama Factory of  the
Corporation.’ The men are
said to have been armed
with pistols and a  kris
knife.

COLOMBO: The Ceylon
Federation of Trade Unions
in a letter to the Commis-
sioner of Elections  has
said that Section 50 of the’
Referendum Act is being
violated by the display in
public places of thousands
of posters and placards
carrying the lamp symbol.
They have alleged that
such posters had been
displayed on buses of the
Sri Lanka Central Trans- 1
port Board calling upon
the people to mark X’
against the ‘Lamp’ symbol
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in support of the Govern-
ments intention to post-
pone the general elections
for six years from August
1983.

JAFFNA: Three armed
men are reported to have
broken into the office of
the Principal of Victoria
College, Chulipuram and
robbed cash amounting to
Rs. 47,000/- on 22nd Nov-
ember. The incident oc-
curred at 2.30 p.m., when
the cash was being counted
for payment of teachers’
salaries. The robbers, two
of them in trousers and
one in sarong were reported
to have come on bicycles.

JAFFNA : Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Mr. Rud-
ra Rajasingham flew to
Jaffna on the 22nd to
discuss security arrange-
ments in connection with
the proposed visit of Presi-
dent Jayawardene to Jaffna
to canvass support in con-
nection with the impending
referendum.  After presid-
ing over a conference in
this connection Mr. Raja-
singham flew back to
Colombo by the .same
plane.

MANNAR:  Rs. 32,000/-
was robbed from a mail
bag on the Colombo Talai-
mannar Mail Train at the
Thiruketheeswaram Station
by a party of armed men.
These men are reported to
have jumped into the
Gpard’s Van at the end of
the, train, threatened the
guard S. Ganeshanaathan.
gagged him and tied him
up while they slashed

64 through several mail bags
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when the train was on the
move. The: Guard Mr.
Ganeshanaathan (50), the
father of Jegan now facing
a death sentence  along
with Kuttimani, was deta-
ined by the Police and held
for questioning.

MOSCOW: A  Subra-
mania Bharati jubilee com-
mittee has been set up here
to mark the centenary of
the Tamil poet known here
as a ‘poet of two Russian
revolutions, (1905 and 1917).

. The committee is working

out a programme for the
celebrations in  coopera-
tion with the Union of
Soviet Societies for Friend-
ship and Cultural Rela-
tions with Foreign ~ Coun-
tries.

The Writers Union and
the Soviet Academy of
Sciences are also cooperat-
ing in this connection.

COLOMBO: Mrs. - Chan- -
drika Kumaranatunga,
second daughter of ex-
Prime Minister Mrs. Sri-
mavo Bandaranaike has

filed an application in the
Court of Appeal seeking
a direction to quash the
detention order by which
her husband Vijaya Kuma-
ranatunga was arrested and
held in Army custody
since November 19th, 1982.

[RIVENDRUM: The 12th
All India Conference  of
Dravida Linguistics will be
held at Pondicherry from
November 26th to  28th
under the joint auspices of
the Regional Centre of the
International - School of
Dravidian Linguists and
the Director of Linguists’
Association.

KiC.P. Lid.
Madras, has secured the
prestigeous contract from
the Sri Lanka Development
Corporation for implement-
ing the Sevenagalla Sugar
Development Project  in
Sri Lanka.

The Industrial Complex

jll be located in Seveneg-
2?1@..160 kilometres south
east ofi. Colombo. The
sugar mil- will have an
initial capacity of 1250 ton-
nes daily andw there will
be provision for expanding
the capacity at a® ‘later
stage to 2000 tonnes daily:

R
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The§cost of this Asian
Development Bank  aided
project is $.24 million and
the work will be completed
by the end of 1984.

JAFFNA : 19 Private
Hospitals and  Nursing
Homes in Jaffna  were

simultaneously searched by
the members of the armed
forces on the 19th of this
month on suspicion that
members of the party that
attacked the Chavakach-
cheri Police Station, who
were injured in the process
could be seeking treatment
there. =~ About 160 armed
personnel were  involved
in the search but it proved
futile.

SINGAPORE: In a
major shake-up four stal-
warts were replaced with
younger members in the
central executive commit-
tee of Singapore’s ruling
People’s Action Party.

The four who stepped
down were the two Deputy
Prime Ministers, Dr.Goh
Keng Swee 3and Sinna-
thamby Rajaratnam,
Senior Minister of State
Lee = Koon Choy and
former PAP President Toh
Chin Chye. Their Minis-
terial functions remained
unaffected, at least for the
present. The changes still
letft Prime Minister Lee
Kuan Yew firmly at the
helm of the 14 member
top policy-making body.

BELFAST (NORTHERN
IRELAND): A wave of
political violence in North-
ern Ireland left two Police-
men and 2 civilians—three
Catholics and a Protestant-
dead, bringing the death
toll to 17 in only four
weeks. The  Protestant
killed was a head of an
extremist para  military
group and it. was feared
that his death would bring
a bloody series of reprisals.

Lennie Murphy, 29, was
known as a “Master
Butcher”. =~ His group the
‘SHANKILL BUTCH-

ERS’ were responsible in
the 70s for the death of at
least 20 catholics picked at
randum and found in the
street with  their throats
cut.

.
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Plans are now afoot to
organise a mass Satyagraha
campaign in defence of
Human Rights in the
North. A common body
representing 15 organiza-
ions is to be formed to
co-ordinate the campaign.
A public meeting is also
expected to be called soon.
These decisions were taken
at a meeting of the General
Union of Eelam Students
(GUES) held on the 23rd
November with Mr. M.
Davidson, Secretary of the
Organization presiding. 15
Organizations were repre-
sented at the meeting in-
cluding MIRJE and the
TELF. The following Press
Statement was issued:

“The UNP Government
has deprived the masses of
even the few rights that
can exist in a capitalist

democratic state; freedom
of speech and writing are
some of  these”. The
trend is now  towards
fascism. Workers, youths,
students, - intellectuals,
clergy and women have
been arrested and are un-
dergoing torture.  Family
members are  held as
hostages for those being
wanted.  Myliddy fisher-
men have been shof at in
the sea by the Navy.

“A - frightening atmos-
phere prevails with Nithi-
yanandan (Lecturer, Jaffna
University), Mrs. Nirmala
Nithiyanandan, Rev. Fr.
Singarayar, Rev. Fr. Sin-
narasa, Paranthaman (La-
boratory Assistant of the
Technical College), and
Raviraj (Student, Jaffna
University) all being arrest-

ed and their whereabouts
not announced.

“Condemning these ar-
rests, torture, and violation
of . human rights, we de-
mand that either all these
people should be released
immediately or immediately
produced  before Court
and that oppressive laws
which are against  the
fundamental rights of the
people such as the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and
Emergency Regulations
should be removed im-
mediately, that the Armed
Forces in the Tamil speak-
ing areas should be with-
drawn immediately, and
that all activities calculated
to crush the Tamil Nation’s
struggle for the Right to
self-determjnation should

be stopped forthwith™.

16th November, 1982.

The Referendum Act

We invite the attention of SATURDAY REVIEW
contributors and readers to the following advertisement
that appeared in the Government-controlled CEYLON
DAILY NEWS of November 18, 1982:-

REFERENDUM—1982

NOTICE FOR THE INFORMATION OF ALL
PROPRIETORS, MANAGERS, EDITORS,
PUBLISHERS OR OTHER OFFICERS OF SUCH
NEWSPAPERS, JOURNALS, MAGAZINES,
PAMPHLETS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS.

The following Section of the Referendum Act, No.
7 of 1981 is reproduced for general information:-

Section 58 (1) Where there is published in any
newspaper any false statement concerning, or relating to-

(a) the utterances or activities of a Referendum of
any recognized political party or any person: or

(b) the conduct or management of such Referendum
by any such recognized political party or person.

and such statement is capable of influencing the result
of such Referendum, then, every person who at the time
of such publication was the proprietor, the manager,
the editor, the publisher or other similar officer of that
newspaper or was purporting to act in such capacity,
shall each be guilty of an illegal practice unless such
person proves that such publication was made without
his. consent or connivance, and that he exercised all
such diligence to prevent such publication as he ought
to have exercised having regard to the nature of his
function in such capacity and in all the circumstances.

(2) In this section, the term “newspaper” includes
any journal, magazine, pamphlet or other publication”.

R. K. CHANDRANANDA DE SILVA.

Commissioner of Elections.

Office of the Commissioner of Elections,
33, Horton Place, Colombo 7.

Jatfna  University
Teachers protest

The University of Jaffna
Teacher’s Association hag
issued the following press
statement :-

“The University of Jaf-
fna Teacher’s Association
at its emergency meeting
held on Monday 22nd
November at 10 a.m. dis-
cussed in depth the recent
arrest of one of its mem-
bers Mr. T. Nithiyanan-

than, Asst.Lecturer in
Economics and his wife
Nirmala and eXpress its

grave concern and deplores
the manner in which they
were taken into  custody
and detained ‘at the Guru-
‘nagar Army Camp.

“The arrest and deten-
tion of Mr. & Mrs. Nithi-
yananthan and
Priests marks a new phase
in the operation of the
Prevention of  Terrorism
Act, which has been con-

demned by human rights |

organisations and  several
Political  Parties, Trade
Unions and mass organis-
ations in this country and
by responsible international
bodies .such as the Inter-
national Commission  of
jurists and Amnesty inter-
national. We urge the

Funds needed for ]‘affna
Intensive Care Unit

several |

Government at this juncture
to repeal the Prevention
of Terrorism  act which
allows for indiscriminate
arrests and detention and
interrogation under  in-
human conditions.

“Bearing in mind that
Mr. & Mirs. Nithiyanan-

‘than and several others are

being held under this act,
we call for their immediate
release or that they be
produced before a magistr-
ate under the normal law
of the land immediately.”

‘Suthanthiran’
to resume

publicttion

The twice-weekly Jaf-
fna-based Tamil “Suthan-
thiran’® which was sealed
under the Emergency
Regulations on the night
of October 20th is ex-
pected to resume publica-

tion in the first week
of December. The
resumption of publica-

tion follows the lapse of
one month which was
the period specified in
the  prohibitory order
signed by the Competent
Authority, Mr. Douglas
Liyanage, Secretary of
the Ministry of  State

—

The Jaffna  General
Hospital Development
Association has urgently
appealed for funds to
complete building and
equipping the Intensive
Care Unit at the Jaffna
General Hospital; work
isnow almost at a stand-
still as funds have run
out.

The Association needs
another Rs.80 lakhs at
least. If a hundred per

cent tax exemption i
desired, cheques should
be drawn in favour of
the “ NATIONAL
HEALTH DEVELOP-
MENT FUND” and ac-

companied by a letter ad-
ressed to the Secretary,
National Health Develop
ment Fund, P.O.Box,513
Colombo, stating your
donation is for  the
specific purpose of establ-
ishing an Intensive Care

C.J’s letter was
marked ‘Confidential’

The Indian KExpress re-
ports under the head-line
“Jayawardene VS Chief
Justice’’ in its  issue of
November 19th;-

“The Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Mr. J. R. Jayawardene
and the country’s Chief

. Justice Mr. Neville Sama-

rakoon are involved in an
unseemly controversy over
the role and status of the
Executive  Vis-a-vis the
Judiciary.” ‘
“The exchange of letters
petween the two over the
subject which was released
on Wednesday by the In-
formation  Department of
Sri  Lanka  Government
(notwithstanding the  fact
that the Chief  Justice’s
letter was marked ‘Confi-
dential’) shows  them at
loggerheads even over the
fundamentals  of the Sri
Lanka Constitution.”

The report sent by K. Sri
Ram, from Colombo, goes
on to say; “The prompt-

.change of

ness with which the ex=
letters  was
released to the press by
the Government yesterday
after Mr. Justice Samara-
koon’s return to the island
after a short tour in India—
is considered  significant,
and the possibility of the
Chief Justice resigning- is
not ruled out.”

The Sri Lanka Supreme
Court on Wednesday . is-
sued notice to  president
J. R. Jayawardene and two
other respondents cited im
the Polls Petition filed .last
week by the defeated Sri
Lanka  Freedom  Party
Presidential Candidate,
Hector Kobbekaduwa. -

“The Chief Justice will
nominate a panel of five
judges including himself in
terms of the Provisions of
the Presidential Election
Act to hear the petition.
However, he has the option
to keep himself out of the
panel.”

Unit . in the Jaffna
General Hospital.
Donations may  also

be sent to the account
of the Jaffna  General

Hospital ~ Development
Association (No.12 154)
Commercial Bank ~ of
Ceylon Ltd. Hospital
Road, Jaffna, Sri Lankae
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Jaffna, Sri Lanka—Now
that Junius Richard Jaya-
wardene has succeeded him-
'self as president, handily

winning in elections last
Wednesday  against five
mostly leftist opponents,

he is going to have to come
up with ways to  ‘deal
with the Tamil separatist
question. Already there has
been much bloodshed, and
the prospects are for more
violence between the minor-
jty Tamils of the north
and the minority Sinhalese
of the south.

It is a question with
implications beyond  this
island nation, for the 3
million Tamils and the
10 million Sinhalese are
pitted in a classic ethnic
confrontation involving
social, economic and polit-
ical issues—the sort  of
confrontation that troubles
many Third World societies-

BATTLE LINES

ARE DRAWN
The battle lines are
drawn. President Jaya-

wardene and his predomi-
. “mantly Sinhalese associates
'say they will never agree
to the Tamils’ demand for
a separate state.

“Our country is too
‘small to contain two in-
“dependent  nations,” Mr.
¢ “Jayawardene said in a
- an interview in this northern
“hotbed of Tamil nation-
“alism, where he had travelled
“to campaign for Tamil
‘wotes. His advisers had
been against the visit, his
first here since he promoted
“himself from prime minister
“to president five years ago.
“We will continue to take
~a hard., line against the
Tamil terrorists,” he now
declared. “We will come
_'down hard against those
who preach and practice
violence.”

; But Tamil. leaders such
_as Appapillai Amirthalin-
~ gam, leader of the opposi-
- tion in the 168-member
- Parliament, and . Vetivelu
* ‘Yogeswaran, a member of

future awaits th

gem

A . gk

B

isiand’

Parliament representing
Jaffna, maintain that the
differences between the

Sinhalese and the Tamils
are irreconcilable.

“It’s too late for any
reconciliation,” Mr. Amir-
thalingam said in Colombo
before setting off for Libya
to meet Moamer Qadhafi.
who is suspected by some
Jayawardene-aides of financ-
ing Tamil terrorists.

they cannot get admitted
to universities because of

the preference given to
Sinhalese youths.
“Jayawardene’s econ-

omic policies have benefited
Sinhalese areas, not Tamil
areas. The  government
has started imitating the
Isracli practice of planting
outsiders in the West Bank—
only here the outsiders are
Sinhalese who are being
settled in Tamil areas to
provoke us.”

One of Mr. Amirthalin-
gam’s sons has = obtained

movies on show are mainly
produced in India’s south-
ern Tamil region.

A visitor does not take
long to sense the tension.
Virtually every street cor-
ner now has armed troops
and police on duty. When
Mr. Jayawardene came,
more than 4,000 troops
manned these stations.

Virtually every convers-
ation  with local residents
immediately gravitates to

Mr. Amirthalingam-
denounces  the terrorists’
methods.

Mr. Yogeswaran, a

voluble intense man added
_somberly that “the key
question now is how many
more lives are going to
be lost.”

Tamils from  southern
India — mostly Hindus—
migrated over the centuries
to settle generally in this
northern region of  Sri
Lanka. They prospered as
traders, farmers and later
as bureaucrats, and eventu-
ally more Tamils came
across the 22-mile channel
from India to be employed
as indentured laborers in
this country’s myriad tea
plantations.

The Sinhalese  majority
mostly Buddhists came to
resent the Tamil occupancy
of prize positions in gov-
ernment, the private sector
and education, and two
decades ago a short sighted
Sinhalese prime  minister
decreed that  Sinhalese
would be the sole national
language.

As a result the Tamils’
share of government jobs
plummeted from 50 to 10
percent by 1981, and Tamil
employment  was  also
severely affected in the
private sector.

“We are being discrimin-
ated against everywhere in
Sri Lanka”, Mr. Amirtha-
lingam said: “Our youths
are fleeng abroad because

_political

Pranay Gupte

International Herald Tribune

asylum  in Brit-
ain after charging that Sri
Lankan authorities harass-
ed him. Another son was
recently involved in demon-
strations in India against a
visiting Sri Lankan cricket
team that consisted entirely
of Sinhalese.

Mr. Amirthalingam
eschews violence but says
that the “Eelam Tigers”—
the guerrillas who attack

police stations, kill police-}"

men and steal weapons—'

are gaining support among |
unemployed Tamil youths. §

Mr. Yogeswaran pointed
gloomily to his
which last year was burned ¢

down by irate Sinhalese
policemen who were ap-:
parently reacting to the

murder of three colleagues
by the Tamil
The Sinhalese policemen
were also accused by Tam-
il leaders of burning down
the Jaffna library, destroy-
ing nearly 100,000 volumes
of priceless history and
sociology of the Tamil
culture. :

Jaffna is a languid leisure-
ly community of 200,000;

its people farm, trade and |

fish for a living. No Bud- ¥

dhist shrines can be seen
here, only domed Hindu
temples. On the narrow,
roads that wind through
the coconut plantations,
motorists and cyclists per-i

form complicated ballets, fj
around deep potholes. The

home,

¢ ¥
guerrillas. 4

the Sinhalese-Tamil issue.

Mr. Jayawardene says
the way to resolve the
tensions is through Ilocal

district development councils
that will enable the Tamils

to promote economic
development. But the
chairman of the local
development council, a

wily lawyer named S. Na-
darajah, says the council

concept will “never work.”
Why not? “Because we
have been given no power,
we are merely glorified
errand boys with no power
and no real money with
which to carry out projects.”

He feels that short of
allowing a separate state
the Colombo government
should agree to the crea-
tion of a federal system in
which the Tamil areas
would get their own district
with semi-autonomy.

Mr. Jayawardene says he
would never agree to this.
What then? There are
Western and Asian diplo-
mats who feel that perhaps
there ought to be some sort
of national reconciliation
conference between Sinha-
lese and Tamil represent-
atives and that both sides
should make immediate
accommodations. Asked
about this, Mr. Jayawar-
dene said it does not ap-
pear to be a possibility.

The interviewer came-
away with the sad feeling
that a dark and dread
future awaits this gem of
an island.

Amnesty International’s
Report for 1982 cover-
ing the period January
to December 1981 states,
in its chapter on Sri
Lanka:-

A parliamentary Select
Committee was set up
in 1979 to investigate the
reported deaths in police
custody of three young
Tamils and the “disap-
perance” of three others:
R. Balendran, S. Para-
meswaran and S. Rajes-
waran. After two years
it had still not completed
its report. The fate of
the three disappeared”
men remained unknown;
their families said they
were arrested by the

Tamil deaths and
disappearances: What
happened to the report?

police in July 1979 and
believed that they had
died in police custody as
a result of torture. The
government  apparently
denied that they had
been arrested.  Amnesty
International  submitted
information about these
three ‘“‘disappeared” Ta-
mils on 20 March to the
Working Group on En-

forced or Involuntary
Disappearances  establ-
ished by the United

Nations Commission on
Human Rights.

We are now in Novem-
ber 1982. What has
happened to the Select
Committee report?
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President Jayewardene’s
second visit to Jaffna with-
in less than two months
must be warmly welcomed.
That he is coming mainly
to ask for the people’s
vote, as was the purpose
of the visit shortly before
the Presidential election,
should not be allowed to
detract from the signific-
ance of the event. The-
Head of the Government’s
appears to have begun to
take a keen' interest in the
Northern region. It is a
belated recognition of the
importance of the North
in Sri Lanka’s national
life.

Both the 22nd December
Referendum and the pro-
posed ‘“National Govern-
ment” are likely to figure
in Mr. Jayewardene’s talks
with Tamil leaders who are
willing to meet him. Where
does the  Tamil United
Libzration Front come in?

The TULF  General-
Secretary, Mr. A. Amirtha~
fingam  has  repeatedly
denied that, despite the
“dialogue” with Mr. Jaye-
wardene,  there is any
secret pact or even under-
standing with the Govern-
ment. We have to take
his word for it.

However, the conduct of
the TULF leadership at the
Presidential  election has
aroused much comment.
The leadership’s argument
was that contesting the
election would serve the
Tamil people no purpose,
hence the ‘“‘non-participa-
tion.”

LEADER’S ROLE
IS CRUCIAL

Saturday Review

'olitical Cat

by

Gamini

Navaratne

Significantly, the “Satur—
day Review” is the only
newspaper in Sri Lanka to
have given adequate pub-
licity to  viewpoints op-
posed to the Government’s
in a country in which, we
are  repeatedly reminded
by the President, there is
complete  Press freedom.

the Tamil people to say
“Yes” at the Referendum

particularly if it is not
certain  that the party
could hold all the 14

Northern seats it captured
in 1977. But the leader-
ship has said that it is
opposed to the extension
of the life of the present

A committee has been
formed (according to a
report in  “The Island™)
to conduct propaganda
against the eXtension.

Yet, Mr. Amirthalingam
appears willing to co-oper-
ate with the President in
the formation of a ‘Na-
tional Government” which

All
parties, except the Janatha

the Opposition
Vimukthi Peramuna, have
(at the time of writing)
come out  unequivocally
against the Referendum,
demanding instead  fresh
parliamentary elections.
The possibility is that at a
general election some of
these parties, especially the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party,
could hope to increase
their parliamentary strength
or find representation if
they are unrepresented now.

On the Dbasis of this
argument, it may well

serve the interests’ of the
TULF leadership to ask

and

the

Tamils

Parliament in the manner
proposed. It has gone to
the extent of asking the
party M.P.s to hand over
letters of = resignation
effective on August 3,1983
when the current siX year
term expires.

Mr. Jayewardene has ex”
plained, would be the next
logical step in case a
majority of the people said
“Yes” on 22nd December.

In an interview with the
“Weekend”’, Mr. Amirtha-
lingam is on record as say-

ing that he would, “‘in the
interest of the entire country
consider sitting down to
negotiations (leading to a
““National Government’”) if
it comprised true represent-
atives of political parties in
the South’>  because the
formation of such a Govern—
ment ‘‘could well signal an
era of both peace and
progress.”’

Cannot the leadership’s
stance on the Referendum
and the “National Govern-
ment”’ be interpreted as an
attempt to run with the
hare (the People) and hunt
with the hound (the Gov-
ernment)?

The votes of the Tamif
people could well mean the
difference between an old
Parliament with some new
faces put in there by the

party leaderships and a
brand new  Parliament
elected by the people.
The President knows
this. That is why he is

up North again.

It is the duty of the TULF
to give correct and wise
leadership to the people at
this crucial juncture in the
political history of SriLanka.
They should not be left to
grope around as at the
Presidential election.

If it agrees with the other
Opposition parties that the
proposal to prolong the life
of the existing Parliament
would result in a negation
of democracy in Sri Lanka,
it must go all out to induce
the people to record a
massive ‘‘NO”’.

The ‘“National
ment”’ can wait.

Govern

But the leader of the
rival Tamil Congress, Mr.
Kumar Ponnambalam has

gone to the  extent of
alleging ‘that the “non-
participation” only helped

candidate, that *‘if the vast
majority of the Tamil vot-
ing population had gone
to the polls, it would
never have been possible
for Mr. Jayewardene to
have obtained 52.919% of
the total votes polled enabl-
ing victory on  the first
count.” (“Saturday Review”
6th November).

At the Referendum, too,
the Tamil vote could be
crucial, depending on how
the leaders
people to
franchise.

exercise their

No  Opposition party
could possibly agree to go’
along with the Government’s
proposal to extend the life
of the present Parliament.
The arguments against the
Referendum have been well-

_ gired in the last two issues

of the ‘‘Saturday Revievy.”i

advise the %

The Reierendum Raga
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“ The accompaniments are O. K., it is the vocal that is disturbing "
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Organizing a State from
scratch is no mean task.
In the first instance an ap-
propriate frame of mind in
the nation at large has to

be created. It is a con-
structive and creative ap-
proach. That is why the
writer feels that the use
of the term Liberation is
not appropriate, Poorana
Swaraj. is the appropriate
term; similarly the word
separation serves to place
emphasis on a consequen-
tial step; when we cease to
interfere with the polity of
the Sinhalese and proceed
to create our own polity,
separation takes place;
that is something incidental.
The word partition or divi-
sion of the country is
absolutely  wrong;  the
country is the Island of
Ceylon; and it cannot be
divided; it is a geographical
expression; we create our
own polity - Eeylom and
leave alone the  Sinhala
polity of Sri Lanka. The
least that the Tamils could
have done in the direction
of ceasing to interfere in
the Sinhala polity is to
have refused to appropriate
the Leadership of the Op-
position which some ac-
cidental chance threw be-
fore us. Perhaps Provid-
ence wanted to test our
fitness to have a polity of
our own and placed this
temptation in our path.

Deficiency in

the character

Tamils are probably the
most ancient civilized com-
munity still extant as a
group but they do not have
a self-governing polity of
their own anywhere in this
wide world. Undoubtedly
there is some serious de-
ficiency in the  national
character of the Tamils.
In the writer’s view the
Tamils have a pronounced
weakness, instead of build-
ing up on their own, to
exploit opportunities else-
where and in the process
interfere in the affairs of
others.

Some twenty years ago
the writer propounded at
a Conference held at St.
John’s College the very
same ideas he has been
outlining recently in the
columns of the Saturday
Review. The son-in-law of
a politician, who was pre-
sent their, asked: what
would be our standard of
living? The writer replied:

 Qur standard of living
would be what we create
by way of  production.
- We have never given
thought to building up our
own economy. If, for in-
stance, the expenditure in-
curred in  holding the
Eeylom Conferences at New
York was used instead,
in establishing a centre for
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fechnical education  we
could have put up an
excellent Technical school
at Trincomalee in the land
acquired by the Tamil Uni-
versity Movement.

Down South, they have
ventured with a  private
Medical College at Ragama.
Surely it is not beyond the
resources or capacity of the
Tamils to establish a Medi—
cal Cellege in Jaffna making
use of the Manipay Green
Hospital and the Moolai
Co—operative ~ Hospital to
serve as the nucleus for the
teaching hospital. Instead
some of us are prepared to
give a donation of a lakh
or two to get their sons
or daughters a place in
some Medical College. The
octopus of a most uninspir—
ing and self-seeling leader—
ship which enveloped the
Tamil nation during the last
few decades has sapped all
the spirit and venturesome-
ness of the people. What

importance of the appropri-
ate frame of mind neces-
sary to constitute a polity
of our own called Eeylom,
let us now address our
minds to some  basic
principles which should un-
derlie the Organic Law
(Constitution) of the self-
governing State the Tamils
envisage. Both in India
as well as in Ceylon, the
tone of public life has deteri-
orated alarmingly. Gross
inefficiency, unashamed
pursuit of - self-interest by
politicians who ought to
function as trustees of the
people, exercise of power
for personal vendetta, cor-
ruption of mounting dimen-
sions and  like maladies
have come to characterize
political life since indep-
endence, in many countries
which copied the British
model of the democratic
apparatus. Man is a
bundle of impulses, noble
as well as base. It is the
environment  which leads

and ideals emerging and en-
suring equilibrium in the
political plane with one in
the seats of power and the
other forming the Opposi-
tion ready to take over
the responsibility of Gov-
ernment when the party in
power errs, is sheer fantasy.
Either it degenerates into
a veiled dictatorship or
unmitigated chaos.

The people in the East
have always looked up to
one person, the monarch,
to exercise governmental
power. Monarchic form
of government is what the
people  understand and
what they look up to. Con-
sequently a democratic ap-
proximation to the mon-
archic form of Government
is what suits the national
ethos of our people. A
Presidential form of Gov-
ernment —the  President
exercising Executive author-
ity—is the obvious form of
democracy suited to our

by

Somasundaram Vanniasingam

is urgently needed today is
the will to cultivate a spirit
of  self-reliance and self-
help and a leadership which
can exude infectious self-
confidence to the community
at large. If the leadership
which had behind it three to
four hundred thousand votes
had never told ‘‘Look; We
are not going to submit to
Sinhala Imperialism; we
have as much right for self
Government as the Sinha-
lese have; we mean to have
our own polity’’, how could
the necessary frame of mind
among the people at large
be expected? _Instead we
have been talking of langu-
age, colonization, citizen-
ship, Development  Councils,
Standardisation, this, that
and so on. The word ‘‘Sin-
hala Imperialism®’> has never
been used; that is the word
to be used.

Having emphasised the

to the nobler  impulses
dominate over the base
impulses. If that happens
the tone of the public life
is elevated; if the environ-
ment promotes the baser
passions and impulses the
tone of the public gets
lowered.

The British system of the
democratic apparatus  re-
quires considerable modi-
fication to suit the national
ethos of the people of the
East. The system of a
political party, i.e., a group
of people with similar
views and ideals being
brought together solely by
their attachment or dedica-
tion to such views and
ideals and such group be-
ing elected to wield political
power is a far fetched
notion for these countries.
To think of two such groups
with different set of views

people. A President elected
for a specified period with
freedom to choose his
Ministers from among
best talent available in
the country gets automati-
cally spelt out as the hard
core of the democratic ap-
paratus for the machinery
of the State. But power
corrupts and  absolute
power corrupts absolutely,
To guard against this risk
a Legislature elected by
the people at large have to
be vested with Ilegislative
as well as Control and
Review functions. Work-
ing on these lines the
salient features of the Con-
stitution of the Sovereign
Tamil State of Eeylom
could be  spelt out as
follows.

1. The President vested
with Executive authority to
be elected for a period of
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five years—the electorate
determined on the basis of
Universal Adult Franchise.
A President can be re-
elected but only once.
TS

2. The President selects
his Cabinet of Ministers
from the country at large
so as to rope in the best
talent and character avail-
able in the country. In
fact no one elected to the
Legislature is to be selected
to Cabinet rank at any
rate unless he resigns his
position as an  elected
Legislator. The number of
Ministers is not to exceed
ten.

3. The Legislature is to
be elected by Universal
Adult. Franchise for a
period of six years. One
third of the Legislators of
the first Legislature will be
retired at the end of the
second year, the persons
to be retired being deter-
mined by the drawing of
lots. The resultant vacan-
cies to be filled by the
holding of elections within
six weeks. Another one
third will be similarly
retired at the end of the
fourth year also by the
drawing of lots.  The
resultant vacancies will be
similarly filled by election
within six = weeks. The
remaining one-third of the
members of the first Legis-
lature will automatically
be retired at the end of
the sixth year and their
places will be similarly
filled by election within a
space of six weeks. Every
legislator, except the first
batch elected to the in-
augural Legislature  will
hold their membership for
a period of six years. Thus
every two years there would
be an election for one third
of the number of seats in
the Legislature. Thus new
blood will be coming in
every two years but the
Parliament is a continuous
institution. Any Legislator
who is retired either by the
drawing of lots or by
effluxion of time is eligible
to be re-elected any num-
ber of times.

4. The members of the
Cabinet selected and con-
stituted by the President
shall carry the designation
“Secretaries of State for
(the specified Portfolio)”.
The Members of the
Cabinet hold their appoint-
ment at the pleasure of the
President. = The functions
of the Portfolios shall be
specified in a Schelule to
the Constitution. The
President performs and dis-
charges the exective func-

tions entrusted to him
through the Cabinet. The
Cabinet meets as fre-
quently as the President

and his Cabinet may think it

(Continued next page)
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This is the continuation of the memorandum submitted by the Centre for Society
and Religion to President Jayawardene. The first portion of this appeared on pagde &
of last week's issue of S. R.

«“What 1s legally correct

1S not

necessarily

just and righteous’

12) If the present Presi-
dent  relinquishes his
office before February 1989
ie. the end of his second
term, it is the  present
Parliament, which .now
wants its term extended,
that will elect a President
to complete the balance

-period - of the second term.

This too is a breach of
trust concerning the presi-
dency itself.

The present referendum
if accepted by the electorate
may be legally correct, but

it will be a contravention

of the principles and spirit

‘of democratic government.

It will be an unfair use
of power by the majority
in a Parliament in the last
few months of its term.
It is a grave breach of trust
by the rulers who promised
to hold elections and spoke

so eloquently of propor-
tional representation.
Such a situation  will
frustrate the large minority
of 45-499, who will have
to be content with 169
of the representation in
Parliament.  When  the
political process leads to
such frustration, there is a
loss of faith in represent-
ative government, in  the
electoral process and gov-

ernment by consent. Our
electoral map would then
in effect be rolled up or
freezed for 12 years, 1977-
1989. There will then be
no legal possibility of
changing policies or rulers
by popular will. We are
on the way to one party
rule. This is the road to
the violence of the ' disaf-
fected, to legal injustice,
terrorism and counter- ter-
rorism.

This is the sad state to
which our country will be
brought by this  urgent
rush to freeze now
composition of our Parlia-
ment from 4th August 1983
to 4th August 1989.

The path of justice and

the -

statesmanship demands
more than mere legal cor-
rectness, or  political
strategy. We are indeed
distressed that those in the
present parliament should
so seek to entrench them-
selves in power irrespective
of the grave damage to the
fifty one year tradition of
democratic = elections in
modern Sri Lauka. The
rulers of today bear a
heavy responsibility for the
future of our country if
they thus deprive a large
section of the population
of a democratic path to
determine policies through
elected representatives.

We therefore urge the
Government for the sake
of our democratic way of
life, and for its own good
name not to proceed with
this measure which in
effect denies the electoral
representation - to nearly
half the population and
seriously limits  also the
choice of  representatives
even of the Government
supporters.

The proposed referen-
dum to extend the life of
Parliament for another six
years without holding a
general election has pro-
voked the thoughts = of
several people. It has be-
come the talking point in
all nooks and corners of
the country. The question
is generally asked whether
there is any significance in
the move to get the peoples
sanction to extend the life
of Parliament. The answer is
simple. The Parliament is
not just the building at
Jayawardenepura. It is the
elected members of the
people who constitute the
Parliament; as it is, if the
members
their  resignations,
Parliament ceases to eXist.
After the referendum which
President Jayawardene

have submitted
the

hopes to get a majority in
his favour he is going to
nominate his members to
the Parliament building at
Jayawardenepura. This is
something enigmatic. The
nature of  this demo(n)-
cracy is simple to under-
stand.

Democracy is the inalien-
able fundamental right of
the people to conduct their
affairs of  state through
their elected representatives.
Since the introduction of
the proportional represent-
ation with the right given
to the Secretaries of polit-
ical parties to nominate
the members of Parliament
at their will, the peoples’

chance.

right to. elect one of their
choice has ceased to exist.
The Parliament asitis iS a

devalued Parliament and
democracy has become
foolocracy.

However even this limited
right is to be taken away
from the people. Even
the rights of Secretaries of
political parties will devolve
on the President to nomin-
ate members to constitute
the Parliament.  Another
point becomes stark clear:
that is a new Parliament is
to be constituted with
nominated members. In

President.

It may be said that the
present government should
be there to continue with
the development projects.
While there may be some
truth in the latter concept
an important fact should
not be overlooked. After
all the - powers devolve in
one person—the Executive
President who is the Head
of the State, who is above
Parliament and can  dis-
solve Parliament at his
will. He presides over the
Cabinet of Ministers and
is the Head of the Armed
forces and hold even some
of the Ministerial portfolios.
In short it is absolute
power in one individual.

The federa
overide the

greater power.
laws cannot

laws  pertaining to  the
States. The GovVernors of
the States and the Con-
gress are elected and the
President has no control
over them. There is also
a Vice-President who is
also President of the Senate
The Senate controls money
bills. The President could
be impeachad and so on.
Do we have any of these
safeguards here?

Therefore the only chance
the people are left with in
this country now is the
referendum.  Any unwise
decision by the people
might take them not for-
another six years but in-

by

M. Mahalingam '

Eelam—Constitution ...

{Continued from page 6)

to be necessary. The Pre-
sident will preside over the
Cabinet meetings.

5. There will be a Vice-
President who is chosen
and nominated by the
Presidential candidate be-
fore he goes for election
and the election of the
President is also the elec-
tion of the Vice President.
If the President dies or is
rendered incapable of func-
tioning, the Vice President
will function in the place
of the President and ex-

.ercise all the powers Vested

in the President.

6. All legislative powers
are Vvested in the Parlia-
ment. The President can
however enact in the event
of an emergency an Ordin-
ance but this will cease to
have force, of course with-
out prejudice to what has
already 'been done: there-
under, unless it is ratified
by the Parliament at the
earliest opportunity. The
Parliament will of course
have the power to amend
or modify any such adhoc
Ordinance enacted by the
President.

(To be continued)

such a situation extending
the life of a non-eXisting
Parliament is also a mis-
nomer. Furthermore the
new eligible voters in future
elections will be deprived
of their civic rights.

A virile opposition is a
sine quo non in a Parlia-
mentary  democracy. It
exposes the shortcomings
of the government in power
and offers an alternative
government. So an op-
position which  has the
potentialities of increasing
its strength stands muffled.
These are some of the
advantages held in threat
as a result of the extension
of Parliament and devalu-
ation = of Parliamentary
power in the  Executive

“Power corrupts and
absolute power  corrupts
absolutely.” However good
and  well-meaning  the
Executive President may be,
is it not a grave risk to
place the country’s destiny
on an individual? Hitler
came into power through
the normal process of the
ballot. He  raised the
Jewish problem after the
first world war and pledged
to create a greater Germany.
What ultimately happened
is common knowledge.

The United States Gov-
ernment which the Sri
Lanka Government apes soO
much needs closer observ-
ation. It is a federal state
where the states enjoy

definitely. Let us  also
remember what has been
reported in the papers dur-
ing the Presidential elec~
tions. President Jayawar-
dene is reported to have
stated at a meeting at
Anuradhapura that if he is
elected President there will

. be no election for the next

ten years.

This is neither a Sinhala
nor a Thamil question but
a human question at large
involving fundamental
rights. The concept of a
barren boycott is not going
to serve any useful purpose
but may spell doom to ail.
So let’s all remember that
“a stitch in time saves nin€’»
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Darkness

at Noon ?

17, Wijerama Lane,
Nawinna,
Maharagama,

17, November, 1982.
The Editor, :
“Saturday Review”,
118, 4th Cross Street,
Jaffna.

Sir,

As a regular reader of
your courageous  weekly
f om its inception this year,
1 am enormously heartened
by the forthright and en-
lightened attitude displayed
in your columns to recent
political crises in our land.
On the issue of the coming
Referendum you have al-
ready declared your posi-
tion = without ambiguity.
Your stand on this and
other matters of moment
is in distinct contrast to
the  spirit and letter of
craven compromise exhib-
ited in the dominant sector
of the English press of this
country....

..We  have witnessed,
since July 1977, the gradual
emasculation  of familiar
democratic institutions and
processes, sanctioned, how-
ever, by an overt display
of constitutional pomp and
legislative ceremony.
Despite the spacious con-
stitutional halo around a

thinning democratic pate,

the political process has,

for all practical purposes "

assumed the forms and
appurtanances of a one-
party dictatorship. A
‘ spirit of totalitarianism is
" writ large in our polity
- already. Coming events
have begun to cast their
lengthening khaki shadows
across our streets.

What the voters are be-
ing arm-twisted into doing
' on December 22nd is, no
more and no less than to
signify. their assent to a

pattern of autocratic be-
haviour, which has
systematically eroded  the
rights of the people. They

are being intimidated into
legitimizing a system which
enables the Chief Executive
to hamstring the Legislature
at will, and to instal a con-
stitutional dictatorship
under the transparent
facade of a captive parlia-
mentary majority.

" mistakable

A  largely compliant
press has saddeningly as-
sisted this political slide by
accommodating a Veritable
deluge of false propaganda
and lying statements of all
sorts intended to deceive
and engulf the incautious
reader. Dubious stories
and murky rumours are
set afloat to mask official
double-talk. The truth of
the political reality is con-
sistently degraded by in-
terminable evaluations of
nauseous  triviality and
monumental self-deception.
Eyes getting used to dark-
ness at noon have come
to value your journal as a
small candle in the enshro-
uding gloom.

Yours truly,
H. A. L. Goonetileke.

The

emerging

dictatorship

University Campus,
Kelaniya,
20 November, 1982
Editor,
Saturday Review,
Jaffna.

Dear Sir,

In your  Viewpoint of
13.11.82 you have pinpoint-
ed with penetrating insight
the desperate  plight in
which our politicians find
themselves today, whatever
their hue, be they Govern-
ment or Opposition. The
fast changing political situ-
ation -darkened by the un-
signs of an
emerging dictatorship has
cast its shadow over all
of them and in the resulting
fear and confusion survival
is their only motivation.

On the one hand are the
Government MPs once the
proud  tribunes of the
people now  reduced to
mere puppets, first by the
abolition of bye-elections
and now by  the total
suspension of the election
process itself. ~ The final
surrender of their free wills
through the undated letters
of resignation is a measure
of their degradation.

On the other hand are
the prospective parliament-
arians of the Opposition
parties. For five long years
they have dreamt hopefully
of the coming General
Election but suddenly the
dream has become a night-
mare. What they see be-
fore them is a vast politica]
wilderness. Hence their
panic and in the ensuing
scrabble for survival their
is no place for loyalties and
principles. The mass cross-
ings we see today have to
be seen in this light....

The strategy adopted be-
hind a smokescreen of
sanctimonious dharmista
rhetoric has been executed
with Machiavellian ruthless-
ness. Manipulation of con
stitutional forms and pro-

cesses and  the use of
bicycle-chain type of strong
arm tactics have been
among  the methods
practised. Loudly pro-
claimed old-school-tie

standards have been ob-
served only in the breach.
It is' not cricket to win
match by throwing chillie
powder in the eyes of the
best batsman in the other
team. But this was exactly
what was done in the case
of Mrs. B., and it stands to
the eternal crecit of tuat
truly honourable old Royal-
ist Sir John Kotelawala
that he was against it on
that occasion. Sir John
never saw eye to eye with
Mrs. B. in politics but be-
ing a true democrat he
believed in fair play. It
has also been  reported
that the US Ambassador
In Colombo at the time
held the same view.

This prevailing contempt
for truth and fairplay is
also evident in the current
campaign supporting the
Referenaum. Admittedly
the Referendum as such is
a- democratic  instrument
depending on the puipose
for which it is used. To
present the Referendum as
a democratic substitute for
the General  Election is
however a gross perversion
of the truth. And when
such sophistry is adopted
tongue -in-the-cheek pattic-
ulatly by  knowleageable
political leaders  with
academic backgrounds the
damage done to public
moral  standards is . im-
measurable.

It has been  said that
eternal  vigilance is the
price of liberty. In this
country  the  threat to
liberty is imminent and in
these dark days we are
beholden to news media
such as yours which stead-
fastly tell the people the
truth without fearing the
consequences.

We  were also greatly
encouraged by the report
of a speech made by Mr.
Amirthalingam in Mannar
recently in which he takes
an unequivocal  position
against the Referendum.
Let usalso apare a thought
for the sheer guts displayed
by Mrs.  Bandaranaike
fighting on almost single-
handed despite  the dis-
abilities and the desertions
to which she has been sub-
jected. The late Sir John
Kotelawela, it will be re-
called once described her
as the only man in the
Cabinet of which she was
Prime Minister.

Yours faithfully,
Miss. N. Kodituwakku.

204, Kasturiar Road,
Jaffna,
14.11.1982.

The Editor,
Saturday Review,
Jaffna.

Dear Sir,

Your  viewpoint (S.R.
13.11.82) makes interesting
reading. It is
exercise in truth and most
welcome. . . .

Yours faithfully,
P. Ramachandra.

daring -

been best to severely ignore
the boycott call of the
NSSP leadership, but the
stakes are so high that not
even the 17,000 or so voters
of the NSSP can be risked
to stay away from the polls
and cause a victory for the
government’s proposal at
.the  referendum. They
must exercise their franchise
to say a decisive NO by
voting for the Pot, inspite
of their leaders.

For the benefit of ' the
NSSP leaders, they ought
to be publicly reminded
of things that they are
surely  not incapable of
knowing. Nobody accepts
the holding of the refer-
endum as democratically
admissible. Liberal demo-
cratic opinion makers both
here and abroad have
criticised it - vehemently.
Even foreign investors have
expressed alarm  at the
turn of events—the deci-
sion of the government to
hold a reierendum. They
know who’s who in Sri
Lanka’s politics and do not

need any assessment of
B’s strength  at a
referendum campaign.

Several UNPers themselves
are opposed to the refer-
endum decision of the
government.

Even if the government
wins at  the referendum

. either by polling 50p.c+1

Boycott

madness and

the NSSP

Kandy.
The Editor,
Saturday Review,
118, 4th Cross Street,
Jaffna.

It is a happy omen, for
the future of democracy, to
find that the TULF has
been finally able to rid it-
self of the ‘boycott bug’.
If we are to judge by the
reported” speeches of Mr:
A. Amirthalingam in Vavu-
niya and Mannar, it would
seem that the TULF is
launching a  serious and
sincere campaign for the
rejection by the people of
the proposal of the govern-
ment to extend the duration
of Parliament by a full-
life span of six years. One
can only add that- the
TULF ought not confine
this campaign to the North
& East only, for there are
Tamils outside the North
& East who are supporters
of the TULF and the
TULF is yet the official
opposition party.

But the boycott bug
seems to have unfortunately
penetrated the heads of the
NSSPers, their mathematic-
al doctorates notwithstand-
ing. We can hardly afford
the luxury of polemic con-
troversy at this juncture.
Perhaps it would  have

vote or by polling 2.7
million votes (if the NSSP
succeeds with its boycott
call), and thereafter pro-
ceeds to extend the life of
parliament, which it will,
such an extension will be
still undemocratic even if
it is constitutional and
legal. The people will have

.to cross that fence when

they come to it, but why
not advise the people to
avoid  that situation by
forthrightly  defeating the
government at the referend-
um particularly when there
is a clear possibility of
ensuring such a defeat.

t is only broadbased and
relentless campaign  for
democracy now launched
through participation at the-
referendum that can give
the people the means and
strength to carry on the
struggle even after the
referendum.

A Dboycott of the refer-
endum will cause govern-
ment’s victory by default
and will demoralise and
depoliticise the people who
will then be compelled to
remain apathetic and further
acquiesce with the changes
brought about by the open
economy-changes .in values,
in life-styles and attitudes
from egalitarianism to up.
ward-striving individualistic
acquisitiveness, from con
cepts of collectivisation to
the veritable dog eat dog
scramble of  the animal
world. These are the
realities, not that one con--
‘dones them, but one must.

( Continued next page)
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Prof. Wilson :

Mr.: H. Ai ol
Goonetileke of 17,
Wijerama Lane,
Nawinna, Mahara-
gama writes:-

Sir,
“Prof. A. J. Wilson,
redoubtable Sri Lankan

political scientist, presently
domiciled in Canada, has
always been known as an
apostle  of parliamentary
democracy in the pristine
Whitehall traditions, and a
hot gospeller for free and

A Volte face?

fair elections as an essential
component of this system.
It is more than passing
strange, therefore, to find
him mouthing rather diame-
trically opposed Views on
the subject at a prestigious
Washington  seminar on
“Democracy in the Third
World” a fortnight ago.
He is reported, according
to a revealing USIS state-
ment released in the local
press, to have proposed at
least two new principles
of democratic  political
behaviour: (1) Free elec-
tions do not necessarily
result in an informed and

the 3

Saturday Review

intelligent  electorate cap-
able of throwing up a
responsible national leader-
ship; (2) “Vindictive social-
ism” in office can spell
disaster for the common
weal through perverse and
inappropriate policies.
The logical upshot of these
tenets from the Wilsonian
bible of pragmatic political
theory point unerringly to
an  election-less “guided
democracy” by a capitalist
oligarchy -in the interests
of the people who can no
Tonger be trusted to choose
their leaders wisely. Wil-
sonian _ thought is appar-

wish.

«“Prof. Wilson does not
spare a thought, even in
passing, for the consequen-
ces of a policy of vindictive
capitalism on the other
hand. We have been eye-
witnesses to the process in
the last five years. A
return to economic policies

ra

‘Wilsonian
Democracy in

which favour the rich and
disadvantage the poor, op-
press the meek and exalt
the arrogant, dismiss
workers at  the slightest
whim, mistake dissent for
revolution, persecute polit-
ical  opponents, = harass
social groups and terrorize
racial  minorities attempt-
ing to fight for their rights,
revitalise the old colonial
elites at the expense of the
national intelligentsia, and
humiliate the native literati
and its religious and cult-
ural luminaries. All this
orchestrated by a one-
sided cacophony of intel-
lectual tyranny imposed
by the juggernaut of this
state  apparatus and a
docile mass media.

“Prof. Wilson, along with
countless others, may well
be a beneficiary of the con-
dition of vindictive capital-
ism as enshrined in the
1978 Constitution, of which
he was a Founding Father
and articulate protagonist,

]

and must, in the interests
of its survival, propound
congenial extensions of the
political philosophy under-
lying its present and future
operations. Since the art
of politics is nearly always
the craft of the possible,
one cannot be surprised
at any seeming volte face
on his part. In the interest
of the practitioners, their
advisers and their followers
the system must, perforce
be perpetuated, and devia-
tions = from.  democratic
norms have become the
rule rather than the excep
tion. When electoral maps
are rolled up, it is, how-
ever, people who begin to
make history. Sowers of
the capitalist wind must,
sooner or later expect to
reap a socialist whirlwind,
vindictive or otherwise.
Prof. Wilson is too shrewd
a political scientist not to
realise this but further
prescriptions for delaying
the inevitable are no doubt
in the offing!”’

[LETTERS

(Continued from page 8)
them into serious
consideration, if one is
serious about politics, and
not pontificate sweepingly
that the ‘“Masses who are
frustrated by  the unfair

Presidential Election  will
inevitably tend to reject
the referendum™. What

utter tosh! Ye, gentlemen

Politics has never been
reduced to so simplified a

choice—YES (LAMP) OR

NO (POT)—on so funda-
mental a matter. There
is wide resentment among
the people, irrespective of
over the
imposition of the referend-
um. The appeal now must
be to all lovers of demo-
cracy to sink their party
differences and’ vote NO
at the referendum. The
slogan must be that the
people shall vote NO to

- protect their right to elect

their own MPs.  Those
who call for a boycott are
yualified only to have their

heads examined and per-
haps be consigned to an
appropriate asylum.

P. Rajan

———— - —————

Sun and

Lebanon

Colombo,
22:11:82.
The Editor,
‘Saturday Review’, '
118, 4th Cross Street,

. Jaffna.

Dear Sir,

Congratulations on your
Front Page “PEN & DAG-
GER JOURNALISM”
practised by the ‘SUN’
specially against Tamils for
a long time.

Another point for your
comment in the ‘SUN’ of

14.11.82 page 15: -TFhere
is a report that “Four
Lankans speak of their

nightmarish eXperiences in
War Camps in Lebanon”.
None of them appear to
be Tamils. This same
paper if I remember right
reported at one time that
several Tamil youths in

Lebanon who were under-
going Terrorist training
were arrested.

Were these four Sinha-
lese among those trained to
fight the cause of Tamils
by PLO? Also see page 1
of ‘SUN’ dated 14.11.82.
I do not wish to give my
address for if and when
your office is sealed and
searched the Army and
C.I.D. will beeline to Col-
ombo and arrest me or
detain me for writing this
letter. Did the Army
or CID question these
Lebanan Prisoners of War?
I don’t think they will do it.

A READER.

1G5 G (5

and G. G. P.(]Jr.)

82/2 Welimada,
10th November, 1982.

The Editor,
Saturday Review,

Dear Sir,
It was very interesting to
read G. G. Ponnambalam

Junior’s letter, “Non-
participation, a  sinister
move to help J. R.” in the
S.R of 6th November, 1982.
Though I agree with most
of what he has to say, of
course with reservations on
my part, I do not intend
to use your columns to
discuss those reservations.

1 was prompted to pen
this by a remark towards
the tail-end of his letter
in  castigating  Minister
Thondaman.

Let me quote. ‘“That
Thondaman should have
forgotten the part played by
the U.N.P. in the citizenship
Acts in 1948 and 1949 and
the Ratnapura and Balan-
goda areas in June 1981,
shows that memories can be
even shorter than popularly
believed’’. (Emphasis added)

Memories don’t run
from generation to genera-
tion either. So, let’s put
history straight.

' The late G. G. Ponnam-
balam (Snr) joined  the
UNP government in 1948
with a Ministerial post. It
was this government that
brought the Indian-Pakis-

tani °*Citizenship  Act of
1948. Therefore, not only
was the Tamil Congress a
co-sponsor to this discrimin-
atory act, it’s leader G. G.
Ponnambalam (Snr) helped
to disfranchise the Tamil
workers in the plantations
and to make them aliens
in the soil that for decades
has absorbed the sweat and
blood of these innocent
men and women.

That incidentaly paved
the way for a second
Tamil Party, the Federal
Party, led by late S. J. V.
Chelvanayagam.

Between that shameless
act of the Tamil Congress
and now, a quarter century
and more has lapsed and
the leadership passed from
the father to son. But
has the son admitted the
folly the father made? Or,
has the Tamil Congress
admitted its dirty and
sinister role?

It is like a crab teaching
another crab to walk
straight.

Yours respectfully,
Kusal Perera
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The following statement
issued by the CATHOLIC
BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE
IN SRI LANKA was
published by all the leading
daily newspapers on 18th
November 1982:-

“Reports ~ appearing in
the newspapers during the

past few days have implic- .

ated certain priests in the _ whatever ~may be the

“objective to be achieved and

north in  activities con-
nected with the terrorist
movement.  Readers, and
particularly our Catholics,
have been understandably
disturbed by these reports.

“We maintain the posi-
tion of the law that every
person is to be held in-

Dishonesty

in headlining

nocent unless he is proved
guilty. At the same time,
we take this opportunity to
reiterate our position as a
Church, and state that we
categorically condemn any
and every form of violence,

from whichever quarter it
comes. Any person who
violates the laws of the
Country will have to take
the consequences of his
actions. The Church will
always uphold truth justice
and equity.”

There are two salient
points in the statement:

1) We maintain the
position of the law that
every person is to be held
innocent unless he is
proved guilty.

2) We categorically
condemn any and every
form of violence....

The Island was
the exception !

Let us see how three
leading Colombo news-
papers headlined this state-
ment. The Government

controlled CEYLON
DAILY NEWS: RC
BISHOPS CONDEMN
VIOLENCE (FROM

WHICHEVER QUARTER).

The independent [SLAND:
CATHOLIC BISHOPS
UPHOLD: PRESUMP-
TION OF INNOCENCE
AND CONDEMN VIOL-
ENCE.

And the SUN: (in a
specially boxed item)
CATHOLIC BISHOPS
CONDEMN TERRORISM

, ¢ Serve

The Editor of the
‘SATURDAY REVIEW’
is not a Roman Catholic
or a Christian. He is a
Hindu. But to all those
practicing Catholics who
are serving as journalists
and media men in Col-
ombo this paper would
like to pass on extracts
of the address made by
POPE JOHN PAUL II
to representatives of the
information  media at
Mexico City when . he

the * Truth -

addressed them on Janu-
ary 3lst, 1979.

«“ .I do not forget
that behind a camera
stands a person, that it
is a person that speaks
through a  microphone,
that it is a person that
reads and edits every
line of the article that
will be published in the
mornmg

..Being. a. journalist
is a real vocation. The
work is done inmidst of

it dignifies Man ’:
What the Pope told the media men

tension & difficulties,rapid
displacements& separation
from the family. It is
not an easy life, but in
compensation it offers a
special kind of cultural
enrichment, as does
every creative  activity,
especially those that are
in service to  others.

“..Servants of the
truth, of what  betters
and dignifies man. You
can facilitate this great

service to mankind, with
your professional  abil-
ities, your necessary in-
clination to the work,
and the means that are
at your disposal. And
above all, like the best
of yourselves, you wish
to be seekers of the
truth, so as to offer it
to all who wish to hear
it. Serve the trath above
all, that which constructs,
that which betters, and
that which dignifies man.”’

Jaffna Bishop writes to President :

“Priests sub]ect to questionable

methods to extract confession”

The following  letter
‘dated 23rd November 1982
was sent to President Jaya-
wardene by the Bishop of
Jaffna Rt. Rev. B. Deogu-

pillai

Arrest and detention of
someé Catholic Priests.
“Last week some of my
priests were taken into
custody like common
criminals by the security
forces in the North in
spite of my offer to
produce them for inter—
rogation if and  when
needed. Under the
cover of the Emergency
declared by you and the
obnoxious Prevention of
Terrorism Act, which has
been condemned by

International Gyrganiz-
ations such as Amnesty
International, as con-
trary to fundamental
human rights, this dep-
lorable action was taken.
I  vehemently  protest
against thic violation of
the fundamental - rights
of the persons concerned
and the humiliation and
pain of mind  caused
to them and the disres-
pect shown to the Catholic
Church which is held in
good esteem here.

“Two of the priests
taken into custody are
still held by the security
forces and subjected to
mental pressure, intimida-
tion and other question-

able methods to extract
confessions from  them.
They have been denied
the assistance of a lawyer
during the interrogations.

Therefore, 1 earnestly
request you to set them
free immediately. If neces-
sary they could be inter-
rogated under the ordin-
ary laws with the pre-
sence of a lawyer to
‘defend their good name
and  their interests.”

Copies of the letter
were sent to:-

The  Prime Minister,
The Catholic Ministers
& M.Ps,

The President of  the
Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference & all the Bishops,
His Exc. Papal = Pro-
Nuncio,

Rt. Rev., Dr. Swithin
Fernando, Bishop of
Colombo,

Rt. Rev. Dr. L. Wickre-
masinghe, Bishop of
Kurunegala,

The President, Metho-
dist Church, Colombo,
The President, Catholic
Union of Sri  Lanka,
The Leader of the Op-
position, and

Mr. M. Sivasithamparam
M.P., President, TULF &
the other MPs.

We applaud the ISLAND
sub-editor whoever he is,
for  upholding journalistic
integrty. The aspect of
the matter we are talking
about has nothing to do
with Catholic Bishops or
the Church or the North.
It is simply a question of
Journalism and a journal-
ist’s honesty of approach
towards his vocation.

RPN ]

Both the CDN and the
SUN in bypassing the first
point made by the Bishop’s
Conference on the presump-
tion of innocence unless
proved guilty were guilty
of JOURNALISTIC DIS-
HONESTY :

The SUN in headlining
CATHOLIC BISHOPS.
CONDEMN TERROR-
ISM (by substituting TER~
RORISM for VIOLENCE)
stands guilty of not only
dishonest; but downright
mischief!)

Quotable
Quote

Tivly  sJuVeiaaicut o dc=
cepts the position that
there  are * numerous
problems confronting the
Tamil-speaking  people.
The lack of a solution
to their problems has §
made the Tamil-speak- §
ing people support even
a movement for the crea- #§
tion of a separate state.

“In the interest of §
national integration and § .
unity so necessary for §
the economic  develop-
ment of the  whole
country, the Government
feels such  problems
should be solved with-
out loss of time and will
take all possible steps to
remedy their grievances
in such fields as (1) Edu-
cation; (2) Colonisation;
(3) Use of the Tamil
Language; and (4) Em-
ployment in the Public
and semi-Public Corpor-
ations.

“My Government will
summon an All-Party
Conference to  resolve
this problem and imple-
ment its  decisions”
—Statement  of United
National Party Govern-
ment’s policy made in
the National State Assem-
bly on 4th August 1977.
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Fight State repression
and vote for ‘Po’’—].V.P

The People’s Liberation Janatha Vimukthi-Pera-'
Front (JVP) has called on muna (People’s Libera-

every individual and organ- tion Front) reiterates the
ization to unite with the

JVP to. restore their demo- force in providing leader-

cratic rights by  voting ship to the people of
against the UNP and by Sri. Lanka in freeing
marking ‘X’ alongside the themselves from  this
symbol of the ‘POT’ at the predicament.

“The JVP believes that
the present crisis cannot
be overcome by a
political entity or organi-
zation led by, and repre-
senting the interests of

referendum to be held on
December 22nd.

A statement issued to
the press by Mr. Lionel
Bopage. on behalf of the

“Defeat the attempt of
J.R. to undermine demo-
sracy by extending the life
f Parliament”—so says a
statement issued by 24
Trade Unions which met
at the GCSU Lecture Hall,
Colombo, on 11th Novem-
ber, 1982.

While appealing to the
workers,  peasants, the
youth, students, women,
intellectuals and all minor-
ities including the Tamil
speaking people to  cast
their vote in favour of the
symbol—POT—to  defeat
the dictatorial programme
of J.R. at the Referendum,
the statement goes on to say:

“The' LLN.E. 0 o194,
came to power by claiming
that they are the saviours
of DEMOCRACY. But
within a few months, they
made the opening for a
constitutional dictatorial

path, by way of a con-
stitutional amendment.
This new ~constitution was
made use of to abolish the
independence of the M.Ps
for five long years. Anti-
U.N.P. anti-capitalist
forces including Workers-
Peasants-Students- ~ Youth-
Tamil speaking masses and
Women were oppressed
through state power and
thuggery and by bringing
into force laws like the
PREVENTION OF TER-
RORISM ACT. U.N.P.
had the advantage of push-
ing through this Repres-
sion as the working class
was in disarray.

The U.N.P. having come
to power in the Presidential
Polls, on 20th  October,

1982 is now abolishing the
left-over of the democratic
rights under capitalism, by
trying to extend the life of
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: - Politbureau of the JVP the bourgeoisie.  Only
the Par}lament by sixyears. . | says: united action by the
It is the organised | «ppe freedom, democra-  anti-Capitalist forces can

WORKING CLASS that
has the Might to defeat the
U.N.P. dictatorial program. -
It is the responsibility of
all democratic loving forces
to unite in defeating the
proposal of  the U.N.P.
government by shedding all

tic and civil rights of  accomplish such a task.”
the people of Sri Lanka
have deteriorated to an
unprecedented extent.
All the instruments of
repression of the capital-

ists, including the State

F. P. A Seminar
at the Oberoi

theoretical and  political | 'machinery and financial
differences. power have been mobil- | The Family Planning As-
We therefore APPEAL | ised against the people | sociation of Sri Lanka will

of Sri Lanka in an effort

important role of the left

to all anti-UN.P. and I hold a Seminar for Phar-
DEMOCRATIC forces to | to create a single party § macy Proprietory and
join hands with the WORK | capitalist state a pup- } Managers at the Hotel
ING CLASS to DEFEAT | pet of US imperialism§ [anka Oberoi on 29

in the Indian Ocean.
The Politbureau of the
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| Detention of Mrs. Nirmala
Nithiyanandan: Jaftua M. P.

raises issue it Parliarnent

On the morning of
Friday the 26th while the
Parliament debated the
extension of the Emerg-
ency Regulations, Mr.
V. Yogeswaran (M.P.,

Jaffna) protested against
the detention of Mrs.

nanthan’s case.  “Mrs.
Nirmala  Nithiyanandan
is an educated lady. I
request the Prime Minis-
ter in the name of
Natural Justice and fair-
ness, that she should be
transferred from  this

Nirmala ~ Nithiyananthan Army Camp to a more
in the Gurunagar Army secure place.”
Camp. Heé said that T B e 7 Mini

: SR mister
Mrs.Nirmala Nithiyanan- replied  that he would

than, the wife of Mr. N.
Nithiyananthan,  Assist-
ant Lecturer in the Uni-
versity of Jaffna, was -
arrested on mere suspi- NOTE BY EDITOR:
cion and was detained
in the Army Camp
amidst males, where
there were no women at
all. Tt was an uncultured
act he said. Even for a

look into the case of
Mrs. Nithiyananthan.

Mrs. Nirmala Nithiya-
nanthan is a holder of a
Degree in Political Sci-
ence in an American Uni-
versity and is a leading

Readers of the Jaffna
Tamil daily EELANADU
went pop-eyed when they
saw a prominently dis-
played advertisement on
Page 1| last Thursday.
The advertisement itself
looked harmless enough.
There was to be a Pop
music and dance show at
the Jaffna Open Air
Theatre at 6 p.m. on the
morrow, that was Friday.

ADMISSION WAS
FREE. But what was
intriguing was the fact

that on the same even-
ing, Friday the 26th, Presi-
dent Jayawardene was
billed to speak at the
same Open Air Theatre. A
UNP bigwig in charge of
Jaffna nearly burst his
blood vessels when he saw

Saturday Review

op show at
UNP venue:
Home & Home

C.1. D. sleuths soon
went into action. They
swooped on the Eelanadu
office, interrogated the
office staff and wanted
to know how they could’
have carried the adver-
tisement when the paper
should have known that
the President's meeting
was billed for the same
day at the same venue.
They smelt a rat some-
where.  Was Eelanadu
also a party to it?

But soon things cleared
up. Another UNP big-
wig who commands more
local influence than the
earlier one was the one
who had inspired the idea
of the Pop show without

pressurise the paper to

B i S AN

the President's meeting in
the advertisement itself.
His admission left the
Police looking foolish and
the rival bigwig furious.

The advertiser wanted
a repeat of the advertise-
ment on Friday also and
the Eelanadu authorities
were prepared to accept
it as long as the adver-
tisement was authenti-
cated. But the rival UNP
bigwig was trying to

drop the advertisement
and return the money.
The paper stood up to
the pressure and duly car-
ried the ad. the following
day.

The

S

L in

“second coming’ to Jaffna

woman accused of mur-| fieure in the Tamil Drama g . the knowledge of the Postscript: Pop
der, it is a female who is ];Igorld. S;le ig ZI sszlz;Zd :Il:;;t‘lmpﬁlgsvntc;;ivei:tlsge? other bigwig. His idea sh(_)w did take place on
appointed as a guard. yansigior and  talented Wlin HE tad s behalt). ", to draw acrowd for. . Eriday, but notat 6 p.m.
But this has not hap-J actress on the Tamil stage. of the UNP booked| President Jayawardene's as announced but at 8p.m.
pened so in Mrs. Nithiya- - ; the Open Air Theatre forg meeting, but he did not after the President had
- this day? ¥ want to connect 4t with- spoken. -
P D

The Open Air Theatre
Jaffna, wore a festive air
on Friday the 26th for the
President’s “Seeond Com-
ing” to Jaffna. The sur-
rounding trees were Tipe
with colourful bulbs, green
decorative papers hid the

to 8 p.m. to be held after
the speeches were over.
This was clearly the “car-
rot” UNP was dangling
before the politically hostile
Jaffna voters.

- ——
Mr. Thondaman said

sky from human eyes, and tha}t the referendum was
on both sides of the stage being held to safeguard
were mammoth  pandals democracy by extending
with  the President’s the  life of the present
pleasant face and the Party; because, if elections
symbolic lamp. But lurk- Were held a different party

might be elected which
would destroy democracy,
he said. Delivering a half-
veiled threat he said that
the present party had such
immense power in the
parliament, that if it wished

ing behind all this decor-
ative splendour were hel-
meted  soldiers fingering
the triggers of their deathly
sub-machine guns.
Though the local UNP
organisors saw to it that
the atmosphere was more
pleasant and inviting than
it was during the Presi-
dent’s previous Visit; yet
they were not adequately
rewarded because . the
crowd that turned up was
comparatively less this time.
The pop show which was
scheduled to be held from
6 pm. to 7 pm, before
the President’s speech, was
also intelligently postponed

‘referendum. The crowd
responded with{alloud jeer.

Even the other speakers
were booed many times by
the audience, and this
verbal expression of op
position was something that
the President’s previous
visit  hadn’t  experienced.
‘The fact that the crowd
dared_to jeer,knowing that

Printed at St. Josepl’s Catholic Press, 360, Main Street,
Jaffna, for the publishers. New Era Publications Ltd., 118, 4th
“Cross Street, Jaffna on Noveémber 27th, 1982, Registered as a
newspaper at the General Post Office, Sri Lanka, under
QJ 107 I 82.

it could even cancel the

they were surrounded by
armed soldiers as well as
plain clothesmen, reveals
the depth of their hostility.

J. R. Jayawardene arrived
at 7.15 p.m. amidst the
traditional nathaswaram
music. He was present
when the speaker who
spoke before him  was |
loudly booed by the audi-
ence when he said it wasf
a sad feature that the Jaffna
voters had let down UNP
when all the other elector-
ates had shown their trust.

So when the Presidentx
began his speech he said,
“Though UNP lost only
in Jaffna, that was nothing
to bother about. In fact
there was a time when
UNP lost all other seats
except the North and East.
Presidents and M.Ps will

® ise and fall. This is called

‘Apnichaha’ or Imperman-
ence, with which you
Hindus too would agree.
This solemn  philosophic
note in which he began,
and the remarks he made
often regarding the similar-
ity of Hinduism and Bud-
dhism was in marked con-
trast to the speech during

the

previous

visit here with cold, confident Mafhe-
which was heavily flavoured matical calculations.

-
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Tamil politics enters....

(Continued from page 1)

% MANIPAY: On Tues-

day, in the compound
of St. Anthony’s Chur-

ch, hundreds of people:

including women and
children  gathered  at
6 a. m. braving the rains
and wet weather. Mem-
bers of the various de-
nominations from Mani-
pay, Mallakam, Uduvil,
Sandilipay and Anaicot-
tai, joined this fast till
6 p. m. that day. :

% JAFENA TOWN:

On wednesday, under
pouring rain and a rough
wind school girls from two
institutions,boycotted class-
és, lined up in front of
their college gates, held

black flags on their college™ - Lo

flag pole and sported black
badges. From 9 a. m. they
held this protest - fast for
six hours. The girls who
are from Jaffna Holy Fami-
ly (English) Convent, and

* £

..OnThursday, about thous-

Holy Family Tamil Maha
Vidyalayam, said that the
teachers were not involveg
in this strike, and that the

~ protest was spontaneously

organised by the students

themselves. Their slogans.

said “We’ll  boycott
newspapers which are pre-
judiced”,“Struggle will con-
tinue till we sight victory”.

% ATCHUVELY

About 1200 - people ga-
thered in the compound of
St. Joseph’s Church on
Wednesday from morning
6 o’ clock to evening 6.

DELFT:

- npeople began a
protest tarch at 3 p. m.
from the Cathedral and
marched two miles around
this island, claiming the
release of their parish
Priest Rev. Fr. Sinnarasa.

o
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