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RELEASE HOSTAGES

Agitation is mounting in
the North for the immediate
release of over 500 Tamil
youths arrested by the Sec—
urity Forces since  early
August.

The Minister of National
Security, Mr. Lalith Athu—
lathmudali, has acknowledged
(vide report in The Island
of 23rd August) that ‘‘about
500 youths had been arrested
in August after cordoning
off of the Valvettiturai and
Point Pedro areas.”’

According to the Minister,
about 100 of these youths
have been released, the order
of priority regarding release

being ‘‘young age”’ and
“‘complete innocence’’.
But numbers of other

youths have, been arrested in
the North since then so that
the total under detention still
exceeds 500.

The main concern of the
Jaffna mothers is centred on
the youths who are being
held as virtual hostages at
Boosa, in the deep South.

Their lives are in grave
danger because any further
incidents in Jaffna  could
spark off a retaliatory attack
on them by the people of
the area.

To recount the incidents
leading to this situation, on
the afternoon of 4th August
an announcement was made
by Army personnel in the
“Valvettiturai area through

loud—hallers requesting
parents to bring their sons
between the ages of 18 and
25 to the community centre
with their national identlty
cards ‘‘for mqmry and im-
mediate release;”

The Army personnel ap-

pealed to the people to co—
operate with them and as—

sured that no harm would
befall the youths who were
handed over.

They also announced that
‘“‘serious notice’’ would be
taken of cases of youths not

MOTHERS’
PADAYATRA

Nearly 2,000 Mothers
stormed the Jaffna Kach-

cheri yesterday (24th
August) demanding the
release of the Tamil

youths detained by the
Security Forces at 1c¢osa
and other places since
early August.

The significance was
that it was entirely a
Mothers’ affair, with no
political involvement at
all—a record for Jaffna.

The ‘Padayatra’ by the
Mothers was entirely
peaceful, though they did
create a din at the Kach-
cheri, holding the acting
Government Agent, Mr.
Panchalingam, at bay for
nearly one hour. They
presented a petition to be
forwarded to the Govt.

(See page 12)

handed over but arrested
later.
The announcement was

made after- some Navy men
were shot deéad and others
injured in a skirmish at
Polikandy beach, in Valvetti-
turai, the same morning.

About 8.30 p.m., the as—
sembled youth, numbering
nearly 350, were taken. in
Army trucks to Palaly Camp
and, thereafter, in stages,
spanned over three days, te
Boosa, the headquarters of
the Army’s Southern Com-
mand, sited at the former
race-course premises.

On the way, announce-
ments had been made from
the jeep leading the convoy
of trucks that the ‘‘Kotiyas”’
(Tigers) who killed the Navy
men had been captured.

Later, about 100 youths
arrested at Point Pedro were
also taken to Boosa.

With no sanitation and '

other facilities to accom-
medate such large numbers,

the youths were forced to go |

through a severe ordeal.
/Almost all of them had only
the clothes they were wear-
ing at the time of arrest.

After a tedious process of
checking and photographing
—which is still not over—
some youths were released
in batches.

Some of them were
student swho were attending

Jaffna University or were

Despite the depredations

due to sit the  General wrought by the  Security
Certificate of Education Forces at Valvettiturai, in-
(Advanced Level) Examina— cluding firing at the town
tion. (Continued on Page 12)
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Despite the wide publicity
given by the pro-government

|

newspapers and other media
to the findings of the Parlia-
mentary Select Committee
on the Chief Justice’s cele-
brated speech on 14 March
1984, certain facts cannot be
avoided or denied.

First, the Select Commit-
tee report is a MAJORITY
one.

Second, the division of
opinion in the Commitiee is
clearly on party lines.
UNP MPs found against
the Chief Justice. The two
SLFPOpposition MPs found
that he had committed no
offence. Other Opposition
Members in Parliament from
the CPSL, MEP and the
Maithripala group refused
to take part in the work of
the Select Commaittee.

Third, even the majority
report concedes that t'he
Chief Justice ‘“‘has not vio-
lated any law passed by Par-
liament” and that he, too,
should not be denied “the
freedom of speech available
to any citizen”.

However the Select Com-
mittee majority has held

All

Saturday Review

that, in their opinion, the
Chief Justice is guilty of “‘im-
proper conduct’ as a person
occupying the position he

holds should not have made '

public comments on contro-
versial public matters.

ANNOYED

As is known, the govern-
ment, and especially Presi-
dent Jayewardene, were
vastly annoyed at what ap-
peared to them to be the
Chief Justice’s critical re-
marks about the workings
of the Job Bank scheme as
far as it concerns legal de-
partments whose work he
overlooks,as well as his com-
ments on low salaries amd
growing impoverishment
among  public employees
being a major factor in the
vast increase in corruption
and bribery.

President  Jayewardene,
it is learnt, was particulary
annoyed at theCJ’s wry com-
ment, in reference to the
claim that the President’s
salary had to be increased
because its was a “pauper’s
salary” and that he was “liv-
ing on the poverty line”,
that the people‘“are paying
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Principals

Words of
Wisdom

Democracy arose from.
men’s thinking that if they
areequal in one respect,they
are equal absolutely.

—Aristotle

Democracy comes natur-
rally to him who is habit-
uated normally to yield will-
ing obedience to all laws hu-
man or divine....... I value
individual freedom, but you
must not forget that man is
essentially a Social being,

—Mahatma Gandhi

Freedom, like everything
else, indeed more than every-
thing else, carries certain
responsiblities, obligations
and a certain discipline with
it. If a sense of respon-
siblity, obligation and dis-
cipline is lacking, then it
is not freedom, but the
absence of freedom.

—dJawaharlal Nehru

Man is made free, that he
may control himself.
— Goethe

Man is born free and
everywhere heis in chains.
e —Rousseau

—
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a hell of a lot of money to
keep him in poverty”.

CENSURE

Not content with publicis-
ing the Select Committee’s
report, the government in-
tends to pursue its vendetta
against the Chief Justice by
using th2 report as a basis
for a “vote of censure” on
him in Parliament, where
MPs have protective privi-
leges.

The other alternative of
impeachment has been drop-
ped as likely to be too poli-
tically explosive and also
giving the CJ the opportu-
nity to defend himself pub-
licly.

Public opinion remains
unimpressed by the govern-
ment’s tender concern over
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the alleged “improper con-
duct” of the Chief Justice.

They point to the fact that .

a great deal of what the CJ
said is what the man in the
street not only knows to be
trae but himself says every
day, albeit in more forceful
and less elegant language.

The government’s deter-
mination to. hound the Chief
Justice, who has broken no
law, is also contrasted with
its patronage and promo-
tion of police officers whom
theSupreme Court has found
guilty of violating the funda-
mental rights of citizens, and
its indifference over taking
any action against its own
thugs who sought to intimi-
date Supreme Court Judges
outside their houses.

(Forward 15th August)

‘NATION-WIDE
REPRESSION’

“The Government has
unleashed repression today
in all parts of the country.
The truth about the repres-
sion carried out against the
Tamil people in the North
has been revealed to us by
the international press. The
government’s  propaganda
agencies do not disclose the
truth”, said Mr. Bala Tam-
poe at the National Trade

‘Union Conference on Re-

pression held at the C. M. U
Hall, Kollupitiya, on 11th
August.

He said that “‘since emer-
gency has been declared
and there is press censorship
the people are not able to
learn the truth about the
repression of students”.

L]

“The Pseudonym law
is another step the govern-
ment wants to take against
writers. In this background
we should try to make the
people know  the truth
about repression by the go-
vernment.

Referring to the programs
in the North, Mr. Bala Tam-
poe said that “however
much the government tries
to conceal the truth the
whole world knows what is
happening in the North.
The government accuses €x-
patriate Tamils of spreading
disinformation ~ but it is
clear that it is the govern-
ment which is indulging in

false propaganda.”

He also referred to the
“agitation - by Muslims in
the Eastern province again-
st the setting up of the
Israeli Interests Section in
Sri Lanka™.

“The government used
repressive measures to sti-
fle that agitation and bann-
ed the publication of any
news about the agitation”.

“Under the circumstan-
ces, the imperative duty of
Trade Unions is to Collect
all information about re-
pression of the minorities,
students, workers and let
the people know the truth.”

Mr. Vasudeva Nanaya-
kara said that ‘‘the national
liberation struggle in the
North and the workers’
struggle in the South should
be linked up to toll the
death-knell of the UNP
Government.”

About 750 delegates re-

presenting about 21 Trade
Unions and National Orga-
nizations  participated in
this conference.

REHABILITATION

Money, food and cloth-
ing for those affe cted by the
incidents at  Valvettiturai
will be accepted at the Bis-

hop’s House, Jaffna for
distribution.
R SR S

Al
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Jaffna is doomed. From
the time the peopie of Jaffna
accepted Western materialism
from the European invaders
and American missionaries
and so exceiled in its ap-
plication that they became
excellent administrators and
other Uncle Toms, they so-
wed the seeds of their own
destruction. The gradual de-

cay that set in the old
Tamil culture and religion
has reached its nadir In

1984.

Ironically or fittingly, the
Americans are back, but
this time they are importing
only physlcal violence. Indeed,
the best that Jaffna has pro-
duced in recent times are
all abroad holding responsi-
bie and lucrative posts. It

is true that they continue
to have a child’s affection
for their. motherland and

continue to have ties (although
diminishing over time) with
Jaffna such as remitting money
causes including
the building of the family
But their visits grow

for various

house.
lass frequent and their child-
ren are lost for ever.

The present state of ever
increasing oppression and vio-
lenc2 is driving more and

mote people abroad.

How many of our estee-
med academecians abroad ar€
willing to sacrifice money
and comfort to join the
Jaffna University  which s
now an ineffectual institution
torn by internal petty jea-
lousies compounded by inade.
quate funds, equipment and

political discrimination?

Adpvertise
in the

Saturday
Review

for Best

Results
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WESTWARD HO!

The second article in
the series on Jaffna by
Gamini Navaratne will
‘appear next week.

Despite increasing blocks
to higher education, parents
continue to drive their child-
ren to higher and higher levels
of competition.

NO LEADERS

Our so very ready ac-
ceptance of Western values
has left Jaffna bereft of any
spiritual leader or of even
a political leader in this hour
of need. In fact, there is
no temple In Jaffna  where
one feels any spirituality
left. One has to look out-
side the peninsula to Thiru
kethiswaram, Koneswaram and
Kadirgamam. In South India,
one has only to goa way-
side temple in a remote vil-
lage to feel a transforma-
in the Self.

What of our Pandavas who
were battling heroically ag-

ainst  heavy odds? Tho-
ugh very  effective and
efficient, sadly they have,
unlike Arjuna of old, for-
gotten their spiritual heri-
tage and roots. Who will
nowadays listen to Thiru-

moolar or Manickavasahar cr
even to Krishna? Marx and
more recent warrior heroes
like Mao and Che Guevera
have won the day. Of course,
this Is a natural evolution
that capitalism has to go
through. But is not our heri-
tage more ancient and ad-
vanced than capitalism? Or
are we in regression — the
eternal cycle of ups and
downs?

Looking at our soclety in
Jaffna, we find that Jaffna
has one of the highest sui-

cide rates in the world and
the highest proportion in the
the
highest proportion using in-
secticide.

15-35 age group and

True, there s
victimization, youth frustrat-
lon, and unrest and rapid
social change.

political

But the laffna farmer is
the highest user of insecti-
cide and fertilizer in the
island (perhaps with the best
yleld~terrain used per partj-
cular season but with long—
term damage to the soil).
The use of insecticide is so
very widespread that Jaffna

is literally, chronically poison-

ing itself. The chemicals are
not washed away from the
food in two weeks or more,
as once believed. They ac-
curnulate in the rice and
vegetables and then accumu-
late in the human body,
appearing in breast milk and
depositing in the bones and
liver, products are sold In
the markets the day follow-
ing spraying (grapes dripping
with the poison, as it were).

WATER PROBLEM

The long—term effects to
Jaffna man as a whole s
much more serious than the
deaths caused by the state.
The pumping of water from
the wells day in and day
out and heavy application of
fertilizer will cause fatal
changes In the ecology of
the ground water over time.

The . unprecedent heavy
flooding this year was a god-
send, aithough Jaffna suffered
tragically last season. The
floods will have repienished
valuable ground water for
the time being.

ad while we grow 365, H4,
etc., which will not survive
without the fercilizer and
insecticides, fungicides, and
weedicides imported by the
the same multi-nationals. -

Sri Lanka has one of the
highest popuiation - densities
in the world, ahead of India
and Pakistan. This stiffling
congestion was largely caused
by Western medicine which
eradicated almost completely
such population controilers
as malaria and other deadiy
eqidemics. Ominously, malaria
is back with a vengeance with
strains resistent to their
drugs.

Sri Lanka and the world
is run nowadays by multi
nationals. They own and dire-
ct everything. We are but
mere pawns in their interna:
tional game.

While the Sinhalese and
the Tami's face each other
with fear, hatred and anger the
multi nationals are rubbing
their nands in glee and selling
costly arms and other instru-

by'

Daya Soma

Has the fre:h water scheme
for the lagoons been abando
ned because a few fisherman
want to continue prawn fish-
ing in the lagoon?

Can't the continued remo-
val of limestone for cement
which exposes the ground-
water to contamination by
sea water be stopped?

One has not far to look
for the cause of all these
developments z2nd  progress.
Western materia'ism has en-
tered into the very being of
Jaffna man. One has to only
talk to one of them. What
Is their most cherished dream
to go abroad (just give them
a chance) W.ith the recent
introduction of television,
this way of thinking Is Intro-
duced into the minds of
children right inside our ho-
mes.

MULTI-NATIONALS

Neo - colonialism goes very
deep. Our farmers are com-
pletely in their hands. Bio -
technology has taken over
agricultural methods. The old
resistent seeds, especially of
paddy, Is now found stored
only in their seed banks abro-

ments of violence and destru-
ction to both sides through
different channels.

SOCIALISATION

The Tamils and Sinhalese
are only In the mind. It is
the result of what the chil-
dren learnt from birth In
the process called sc.clalisation
Is it any wonder that they
mistrust and hate each other
after the misguided parents,
narrow—minded politicians,
the T. V., school (for exam-
ple, a primary text bock on

grammar asks the students
to change, ‘‘cut a Tamil"’ from
the singular to the plurai) are
done with them? Isn’t the
basic of both religions Ahimsa
(even to animals)? How many
vegetarians are there in a land
of 15 millions?

Even separation or freedom
is in the mind. Although sepa-
ration is the cry, how many
Jaffna men have at least a
vision beyond the peninsula
(not abroad) to the whole
North and East or who see
beyond the present time?

The American blacks are
only slaves upte the point
where they think themselves
bound and act accordingly.

Only one has to be pre-
pared to die.

If the Tamiis in Sri Lanka
thought themselves free and
act accordingly, no matter

the consequences, then no
force on earth can chain
them,

VALAMBIGA
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Food Production: Our Share

The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW.

The world is in urgent
need of more food. Hence it
Is the duty of everyone of us
to contribute our share since
all of us consume It daily all
our lifetime.

Sri Lanka enjoys the most
favourable conditions in diff-
erent parts for the produc-
tion of food. Whether it be
the very central hills or the
coastal belt some form of
focd or other can be grown.
It Is a matter for regret that
the total population does not
take food production even
within their own limitations
of time, finance. land space
and other contributery fact-
ors it would be so pleasing
if 2l of us made an atrempt
at It. None can say with
boldness that they need not
grew any food. It is true
that the money that they are
able to command could help
1o purchase same. But when
we henestly analyse the posi-
tion it will be clear that as
iong as there Is the possibi-
iity and as long as we consu-
me, we must produce. There
s nothing lost when we spend
just a few minutes or even
ar hour for it. It Is a nice ho-
by too for persons of all ages

and both sexes. What joy It
is to enjoy plucking the fruits
from your own garden. Even
those who live in flats could
grow at least a few plants of
chillies. Just three pots of
chillie plants would suffice to
rrovide the total needs of
one small family since they
bear fruits very profusely.
The position of the villager
Is one thait cznnot find any
excuse. Even If he be an office
worker in the nearby city he
can spend a little time to
cultivate his favourite vegeta-
ble. Food includes all forms
that we consume 2nd so fruits
like tomatoes too go under
this category. Just two plants
of tomatoes can surely supply
the needs of the home. One
plant of brinjal, one of snake
gourd, three "of brinjals, a
few plants of spinach, five of
capsicum and one pumpkin
can be a ' happy combination
of vegetables that could be
grown In a smali home garden
sparing only one hour a day
or even less.

If only the children can be
encouraged to do it and that
too with a few plants for
each child then it is easily
completed with no serious
effort since chiidren "can take
to anything, if an Incentive,
Is given to them. An offer of

a small prize for the one
who supplies the home" with
more fruits etc., can serve
as the stimulant.

Now that the rainy season
is about to commence let us
make an earnest effort to
grow some form of food or
other within the next few
months. Even one plant by each
member of the family will
certainly give good returns,
In the arid zone this is the
only time when crops can be

our own use. The thought of
brotherhood of humanity will
come in later. When we have
a little excess of food for
our use we certainly spare it
to our friends who tco may
get-inspired to grow more
themselves having been ins-
pired by our kind offer of
our surplus. This is certainly
my own experience during
the past several years. | tried
it with new crops for wbich
| had to offer them the art

without

raised
There are
plots of land that go unculti-
vated. A small plot of just 5

difficulty.
any number of

perches too could be made
use of by a family. Black
gram, green gram, ground-
nut, manioc, sweet potatoes:
are some of the useful crops
that can be growr with the
rains. So let us make a defi-
nite decision this very day
itself to piant something ' for

“GOODBYE, EMIR
OF EELAM”

The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW.

The Island Editorzl of 27th
July - “The TULF Trouble’’-
misinterpreted events,
The Government spokesman
was not ‘‘gloating”’ when he
described the TULF fasting
fiasco as the ‘“end of the road
for the party’”’. He was,
perhaps unwittingly,  giving
-xpression to UNP worries
because, with the demise of

he TULF, the UNP . has
iost Its partner in duping
1.2 people!

The TULF ceased to be
te ‘‘principal democratic re-
oresentative of the Tamil
people” with the Referendum
~hen, despite all their bom-
vsst, they clung to their
<eats, perhaps to gec their
second duty-free car and to
~nsure themselves of their
~ensions!  And  when the
UNP’s *“iren hand’’ became

more and more evident, the
TULF lost any claim to call
themselves a FRONT when

they turned their BACKS
on their trusting suffering
supporters.

It was the Machiavellian

UNP leaderchip which pur-
posely kept the TULF artifi-

cially alive because it well
served their purpose. They
duped the world by ‘‘ne:

gotiating”” with the TULF as

the leaders of the Tamils,
but whenever they wished
to resile from a position,

they promptly argued that
no purpose was served by
negotiations because the TULF
could not control the Tamil
Youth! And so back to square
one!

To the UNP, the TULF
served the same purpose as

those Tamils holding top
positions in Government Ser-
vice. They were used as

_but then

proof of the puerile argu-
ment that as Tamils held
key posts there was no Tamil
problem! :
The TULF story Is only
one more episode In the
long licany of betrayal of
the Tamil people since In-
dependence. Therefore, the
eclipse of the TULF by the
youth is not merely a
“*happy portent’’ — i: is the
harbinger of the dawn!
With the incubus removed,
there _may well arise a Nor-
thern Socialist Party to. join
hands with the Socialists In
the rest of the Island to
rebuild a truly Dharmishta
soclety. A dream? Perhaps,
dreams are the
only commodity now within
the reach of the common
man in this Democratic (?)
Socialist (?) Republic.

Ambalavanar Ratnam
Colombo 3

of making tasty preparations
with the items that | spared
for the friends. Within two
years these friends asked me
for plants of the same variety
and culcivated it themselves.
Anyone wanting assistance In
this direction can contact me
and | would always be eager
to help them with whatever
information or materials that
| could.

Idle hours too can be pro-
fitably made use of. Our own
food "will give us a better
appetite in addition to a
feeling of pride in that we
have done something that
our friend or neighbour did
not do.

The feeling of selfishness
that is there in most persons
too will vanish when we vo-
lunter to help our neighbours
and others with the know-
ledge and experience that we
gained, which we would defi-
nitely be glad to pass to
others. Just like the benefit
of sports thls too will benefit

the Individuals in several
ways.
Shall we make an effort-

now? Try it this time with
whatever number you can and
then “next year it will be
much more. Planting a jak,
mango, lime, orange, passion-
fruit or woodapple too will
bring us the joy ‘but prolon-
ged for a longer period till
which time we must have the
patience to maintain the
plants.

K. V. Achary

Courts Road,
Mallakam.

‘WE SHALL NOT
FALTER’

The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW.

It Is with justifiable pride
that | wish to inform SAT-
URDAY REVIEW readers that
the school rcferred to in
Pandit  Jawaharlal Nehru's
Autobiography and mentioned
In your paper under the title
“Youth shall not falter’* is
my old school — Vigneswa-
ra College, Karaveddi. The
students genera-
tion before me. (I was only
a toddler then).

In the late twenties, a
few graduates from Trivan-
drum came to teach schools
in Jaffna. Vigneswara Col-
lege. too. had four of them.
They were young men, fired
with the ° ideal of Swaraj
and enthused by Mahath-
majl’s Satyagrsha. They im-
ported this spirit of free-
dom self - sacrifice to gene-
rations of students in Jaffna.

Panditji with wife Kamala
and daughter Indira were on

were one

thelir way from Jaffna to
Pt. Pedro At Nelliyadi junc-
tion, students and teachers

of Vigneswara gave him a
rousing welcome and presen-
ted a simple address which
ended with the words ‘‘We
shall not falter’”. This mes-
sage was given to every
new batch of students who
entered the College for many
years.

It is good for, all of us
to repeat ‘““We shall not
falter”’.

M Sivasithamparam
Karaveddi.

DISCRIMINATION

The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW.

Tamil people are being ill-
treated at the passport office
which Insists that they sub-:

mit more documents than
members of the other com-
munities. :

All the Tamils are not

illicit-immigrants or dangerous
people.

For example, the Passport
Office insists on a certificate
of character from the Grama-
sevaka on a printed form
counter signed by the assistant
government agent of the area.
This is not asked from peopie
of other communities This
Is another form of discrimi-
nation against the Tamils.

A. P. R. Kumar
Chundikuli,
Jaffna.
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The Ship is Sinking!

One by one, they are
leaving the Sinking Ship
(officially named the All-
Party Conference). First,
it was the Sri Lanka Free
dom Party; then the Maha-
jana Eksath Peramuna;
now the Communist Party
of Sri Lanka. Finally, lc¢
might be a One- Party
(UNP) Conference!

Here is what the Com-
munist Party said, in a
statement signed by Mr.
K. P. Silva, General Sec-

retary, in pulling out from

the talks:- ¢

The All-Party Conferenc®
has been going on for ove'
seven months without
positive result.

The way in which it has
been proceeding was reviewed
by our Central Commiztee,
which concluded that there
appears to be -no purpose
served by our Party continu-
ing to take part In the Con-
ference any more.

As our delegation said at
the outset. our Party accep-
ted President Jayewardene's
invitation to take part in the
deliberations because we were
anxfous that a negotlated
political settlement of the
ethnic problem, even a tem-
porary one, was arrived at, so

that any repetition of the
disgraceful and ugly events
of July—August 1983 could
be avoided.

any

Moreover, our Party feit
that the possibility for arri-
ving at such a negotiated
political settlement existed
as the President had circula-
ted “Annexure C'' as a
major Conference document.
Not only had the proposals
In “Annexure C”’° been wor-
ed out with the active par-
ticipation of the main parties
involved, namely, the Presi-
dent as Head of State and
Government, on the one hand
and the Tamil United Libe-
ration Front and Ceylon
Workers Congress Leaders,
On the other hand, but the
proposals themselves had se-
veral positive aspects that
could have helped to bring
about a negotiated political
settlement.

However, as the Confer-
ence went on, ‘‘Annexure C"

was abandoned and swept
under the carpet. The other
proposal — for regional coun-

cils and for provincial assem-
blies, respectively — suffered
a similar fate.

Although the Conference
has gone on for seven months,
neither of these proposals,
which  also have positive
merits, have even baen deba-
ted either in plenary or com-
mittee sessions.

Instead, the ultimautumist
position of some delegations
that nothing more than dis.
trict councils could be con.
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sidered has been allowed to
prevail. In the President’s
speech to the conference on
23rd July, he also accepted
that district councils should be
the highest sub-unit on which

certain central powers and
functions can be devolved.
We need hardly remind

that several opposition par-
ties, including our own, re-
jected the district develop-
ment councils as undemoc-
ratic and effete bodies and
also boycotted the elections
to them. Even the few non—
government parties that took
part in these elections have
now come round this view
from bitter experience. Pro-
minent Government spokes-
men, from ministerial to
lower levels, have also ex-
pressed the view that the
DDCs_have proved to be a
failure.

Our Party sees no point
in continuing to take part
in such an elaborate confe-
rence If discussion is to take
place on the basis that the
present undemocratic DDCs,
albeit with a few amend-
ments, are to be the main
intermediary sub-unit. It has
always been our opinion that
the present DDCs are tho-

roughly undemocratic  and
should be abolished rather
than perpetrated.

As for the proposal for

a “Second Chamber’ made
by the President at the last
plenary meeting of 23rd July,
we find the proposal totally
unacceptable.

The proposal does not,
on the one hznd provide any
solution te the ethnic pro-
blem. On the other hand, it
attempts to create an un-
democratic Institution similar
to the Senate that _existed
under the Soulbury Consti-
tution and which was quite
rightly abolished several years
ago. If this proposal Is ac-
cepted, the already devalued
Parliament will be even fur-
ther devalued.

Our Central Committee also
took note of the Presidents
statement, during the plenary
session of the Conference on
23rd July, that, if no con-
census could be arrived at
by the end of the plenary
sessions fixed for August 1984,
the government would have
to take its own decisions on
what to do,

In our oplnion, this an°

nouncement signifies, in effect,
an end to the Conference

being a forum for the search
for a negotiated political set-
tlement. It also virtually re«
stricts any further sessions
to considering possible ac-
commodations only within the
framework of the proposed
Second Chamber.

The events that have taken
place after the plenary sess-
ions of July 23rd 84 ad-
journed have also confirmed
us in -the view that the
Government has lost interest
in a political solution, other
than what it can unilaterally
impose, and prefers instead
to try to find a *'solution’
through military means.

Our Party is also distur-

bed by the fact that the
Government has taken no
action to fulfil its under-

zaking to prepare appropriate
legislation to give effect to
the two items of concensus
reached by the Conference
several weeks ago— namely
the grant of cicizenship rights
to the ‘‘stateless’” and the
re—introduction of elected
grass—roots local bodies.

At the Conference, our
delegation expressed our view
that the best solution for
the ethnic problem in our
country Is through regional
autonomy in a united Sri Lanka.
However, realising that such
a solution may only be feasible
in a socialist Sri Lanka from
which all forms of exploit-
ation are abelished, we have
Iindicated thar, of the several
lesser proposals made to the
Conference, we favoured the
proposal for provincial assem-
blies, which also seemed to
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enjoy support
among the delegations.

As all such proposals are
apparently not going to be
considered any further, we
see no point In joining in
discussions that confine the
search for'a solution within
the framework of the unde-
mocratic DDCs and a react-
ionary ‘‘Second Chamber’’.

If, however, a different
situation prevails and all sub-
mitted proposals are taken up
for serious consideration,
without ultimate or exclus-
ions, we are, of course, pre-
pared to re-consider this
decision.

As indicated to the Presi-
dent when we met him on
9th August, if the Govern-
ment and the Tamil leaders
can arrive at even a tem-
porary settlement through
direct discussions, our Party
would do nothing to -disrupt
such a settlement, even
though we had no hand in
it and may disagree with
it.

“TAMILARAM”

A Volume of tributes
and raminiscences dedi-
cated to the memory
of FATHER THANI-

NAYAGAM.
Rs. 50/- per copy.

Available at:
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The objectives which the
United National Party govern-
ment sec itself in 1977 were
defined in the following terms:

(1) Revive and resuscitate

_our economy which Is break-
ing point-

(1) Restore vitality to our
agriculture, our plantations,
our fisherles, and our trade;

(ii1) Increase employment
opportunities, particularly for
our youth;

(iv) Stimulate dom estic
savings and Investments;

(v) Reduce the pressure
on our balance of payments;
and

(vi) Move forward from
economic stagnation to eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment.

— (Public investment,
1979-1983, Ministry
of Finance & Planning.)

The move towards econo-
mic growth and development
and the attack on the problem
of unemployment was founded
on the three ‘‘Lead Projects’’.

(i) The Accelerated Maha-
well Development Programme;

(1) The Urbzn Renewal and
Housing programme;

(i) The Free Trade Zone
under the aegis of the Greater
Colombo Economic Commi-
ssion.

They were to be supported
by other sectoral programmes
in agricuiture, Industry, eco-
nomic overheads and social
overheads plus a number of
Integrated Rural Development
Programmes. (IRDP)

We will here examine the
extent to which the objecti-
ves set for the Lead Projects
have been achieved by the
‘‘due date”’, which we will

take to have been end -
1983.

Mahaweli programme

By 1977, 130,000 acres
had been provided water by
the diversification of the
Mahaweli at Polgolla, 40 MW
of power had been installed
at Ukuwela and work was
under way to divert the
Ambanganga at Bowatenna
and to construct another unit
of 40 MW of hydro power
there.

In 1977, however, the ori-
ginal 30-year phasing of deve-
lopment under the Mahaweli
was abandoned and the project
was telescoped into a five
{or six) year programme to
develop 350,000 acres of
new land under the Mahaweli
Project and to add another
500 MW of installed power
capacity to the national sys-
tem. Indeed, the original
intention of the government

as even more ambitious; It
was to Implement all the

R
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projects indentified in the
Master Plan six years.

*‘The Implementation of the
UNDP/FAO Master Plan for
the development of the Maha-
well Ganga and rivers in its
adjacent  basins, has been
carried out at such a slow
pace that it has had only a
marginal impact on the eco-
nomy.

‘“The Prime Minister ....
requested me to galvanise
all the energies available in
Sri Lanka in order to com-
plete the Mahaweli Ganga
Development Scheme within
the life-time of the present
Government.

“‘Groups of Sri Lanka

experts, highly quaiified In
different fields .... have all
submitted reports that the

whole Master Plan can be
implemented in five to six
years,

“The Prime Minister, the
Cabinet and the entire Par-
liamentry Group were unani-
mously of the view that this
is the only method of imple-
mentation of the scheme if
it Is to have the desired
impact.

‘‘The pressing problems
facing the country are unem-
ployment, scarcity of food
and poverty. The accelerated
program for the Implementa-
ticn of the Mahaweli Master
Plan in five to six years Is
the solution.”’

Yes. That was frem Minist-
er for Mahaweli Development
Mr. Gamini Dissanayake’s
Foreword to the ‘‘Summary
Reports’ (of the Sri Lanka
experts) published in Novem-
ber 1977. How does one
account for the naivete of
those hope s? Post election
euphoria perhaps, reinforced
by ‘“‘experts” who did not
dare say ‘“No. It can’t be
done like that.”” The experts
who did were evicted from
the charmed circle. Nobody
seems to have told him either
that the senior Minister, Mr.
R. Premadasa was also deter-
mined to ‘‘galvanise all the
energies available in Sri Lanka’’
for the purpose of building
houses and super-markets. Or
that state subsidies would
stampede private entrepre-
neurs to build tourist hotels.

The projects selected for
this grand purpose were the
construction of reservoirs at
Kotmale, Victoria Maduru-

oya, Moragahgkanda and " Ren-
denigala and the develop-
ment of Systems C, B and G
of the project area in agri-
culture. 140,000 families
were to be settled in the
new land to be brought under
cultivation in the Eastern
Vanni and Tamankaduwa dis-
tricts. The process of set-
tling System ‘‘H”’ had been
going on for some years.

What has been the pro-
duct of these endeavours?
We will deal with it briefly.
Th= target and achievement
by end 1983 are as set out
in Table |

Of these, the installed
capacity of the Kotmale pro-
ject has been reduced to
130 MW while the output
of energy per annum has
been even more sharply re-
duced; only the cost has in-
creased. The project origi-
nally scheduled for commis-

sioning In 1982 is now
scheduled to be completed
in 1985.

The Victoria preoject, which
is to be commissioned shor-
tly, has had its capacity in-
creased to 210 MW with
provisicn for another 210 MW
to be Installed later when
funds become available.

The power component of
the Maduru Oya project was
deleted for lack of funds:
no 2xcuse really, considering
the expenditure on others:-
at around Rs. 200 millon, a
mere bagatelle for a useful
facility in that power - star-
ved district.

The Moragahakanda project
was abandoned  apparently
for technical and financial
reasons.

Work has commenced on
the construction of the Rand-
denigala project and it is
due to be completed by
1986. ,

(See Table 1I)

(*) Project costs include
downstream development.

(+) also Includes a part
of the ‘NCP Canal’,

(—) plus costs of System
‘B’, (¥) plus costs of Sys-
tem ‘C" (Rs. 7,000 million?

As for land development
and settlement, the perfor-
mance Is even more depres-
sing. As against the target-
ted 340,000 acres of
new land only 45,000 acres
have been developed bet-
ween 1977 and 1983, most

of it in System *‘H’’. “Per-
formance 1983 (Ministry of
Plan Implementation) claims
that *‘All  work on the
Maduru Oya project has been
effectively completed and
reservoir waters were relea-
sed into the downstream
areas on 2nd July, 1983".

The same document reports
that in Phase | A of the
System ‘‘B’" Canal Network
Programme, construction com-
menced in April 1983"!
The fact is that Maduru
Oya waters were released
back into the river to aug-
ment Vakaneri tank. To date,
one year later, not a single
cubic foot of water from
the Maduru Oya reservoir
has reached 2 new paddy field.

As for 140,000 families
being settled: in new lands
by 1983, ‘Performance’ re-
ports that ““in System ‘H’
23,473 farmers were to
receive new lands and ‘settler
placement’ Is over 969/ is
complete’” that 7,448 set-
tlers have been already in-
ducted Into System C’' and
in ‘‘System B, 2475 settlers
have been inducted and 1267
settlers houses have already
been censtructed®’

The *“inducting’® of settlers,
whatever else that might
mean, does not Iimply that
they have settled down to
cultivate the land using water
from Mahaweli project. In
the new areas In System
‘C’, ‘B’ and G only 9500
acres have been cultivated in
paddy - under the ™ humble
Ulhitiya reservoir 'construc-
ted the RVDB at a cost of
Rs. 200 million.

The question arises there-
fore, when the returns on
this project will come in to
enable us to pay back the
loans. Last year capital ex-
penditure on down stream
development in System °‘H’,
‘C’ and 'B’ amounted to ab-
out Rs. 1.3 billion. Even this
belated Investment Is a frac-
tion of the enormous sum
squandered on Kotmale.

Why did the Government
fail to channel some of the
funding obtained to commence
implementation of the down—
stream development program-
me essential for increasing
agricultural production or to
encourage power productive
industries both of which are
essential for generating em-
ployment in the long-term
as well as obtain a financial

return on the investment
made on the headworks? Not
only has down-—stream deve-
lopment been neglected even
the installation of transmis-
slon lines required to carry
the energy generated will
take a long time.

Urban Development

The Urban Renewal and
Housing Programme was to
include the National Capital
Development Project at Kotte
(Sri  Jayewardenepura), the
reclamation of 778 acres of
land in Colombo, the develop-
ment of city markets and
the Lotus Centre and the
improvement of slums shan-
ties. The original and re-
vised estimate of costs are
as set out in Table 1l

The expenditure budgetted
for 1984 includes Rs. 1100
million on the Parliamentary
Complex, Rs. 35 million on
the ceremonial approach Road
and Rs. 800 million on the
administrative secretariats at
Pelewatte and Battaramuila.

The budget for the com-

mercial complexes Includes
Rs. 544 million on the Pettah
Market Rs. 391 million on
the St. John's Fish Market

and Rs 240 million on the
Urugodawatta food stores.

These sums are in addit-
tion to the expenditures al-
ready incurred up to the end
of 1983.

The question which arises
iIs whether these secretariats
and super markets were re-
ally necessary, whether their
contribution of the markets
to inflation was at any time
assessed or anticipated and,
finally, whether buildings need

have cost as much as they
in fact have.

The Urban Renewal Pro-
gramme has also consumed

Rs. 7 million on  “Industrial
complexes’’, Rs. 39 million
on the development of Pan-
chikawatte and  Peliyagoda
(integrated  projects)  and
Rs. 36 million on the Sugat-
hadasa Stadium (educational.
soclal and cultural projects).
Further sums of Rs. 50 million
Rs. 277 million and Rs. 46 mil-
lion respectively have been
provided for in the current
years, on these three ‘“‘Pro-
jects’'.

Housing Programme

The public housing pro-
gramme was designed to

LV Y



t August 1984 '

» a‘aturda ‘ Review

“Ameliorate the chronic hc-
using shortage especially in
the Colombo  area giving
special attention to the lo-
wer income groups’.

This programme had three

main components, the con-
struction of 36,000 new
flats | houses in the major

urban areas directly by the

government at a cost of
Rs. 1766 million; an aided
self-help scheme for the

construction of 50,000 ho-
uses mainly in rural areas at
2 cost of Rs. 346 million,
and loans in a sum of Rs. 322
million for the construction
of 14,000 hcuses plus a
provision of Rs. 252 million
for the up-grading of about
84,000 rural .nd remi-urban
houses.

The first three constituted
the ‘100,000 houses progr-
amme’ which was estimated
to cost Rs 2434 million.
An examination of actual
performance will be revealing.

See Table IV

Contrary to declared po-
licy, of the massive Invest-
ment made in urban renewal
and public housing only 39,
was directed to improving
housing for the low Income

groups, however, and even
such houses were built at
costs prohibitive equally to
the potential users and to

the public purse.

The third set of figures
in Table IV provides a po-
inter to the priorities of the
Govt. The Public Investment
document (1979 - 1983), the
first in that series published
by Ministry of Finance and
Planning, declared that ‘‘Ab-
out 509 of the total resi-
dent population in the Grea-
ter Colombo area live in
slums and shanties and other
sub - standard housing’’.

Foreign Contractors

Alas! whereas funds bud-
getted for the luxury struc-
tures given out to foreign
contractors have been genero-
usly expended in amounts
far exceeding the original es-
timates, only 169, of the
funds ear marked for slum
and shanty up-grading had
been spent up to the end
of 1983. In Colombo dis-
trict, in 1981 4.59, were
improvised and 259, were
semi - permanent houses. Of
these 4347 (359%) and
10,294 (159) respectively,

had sprung up betweea 1978
and March 1981 when the
Census was taken.

Of the total of 45,000
housing units constructed be-
tween 1978and 1981 March,
the public housing programme
contributed only 20,000. In
those three years the stock
of permanent housing units
increased by 129/, of semi-
permanent houses by 229
and of Improvised structures
by 55%.

The problem of housing
grew but the Governmant con-
tinued to expend huge sums
on constructing high cost
flats and houses which were
beyond the reach of the
target groups.

. Not only were the costs
much higher than a private
developer would have com=
mitted to such units or such
schemes, the quality of con-
struction too left much to
be desired.

During this period much
damage to the existing hous-

ing stock occurred in the
cyclone—hit areas but the
Government did not show

the flexibilty necessary to set
up an effective’ programme
to deal with the problem.
Consequently. by 1981, the
number of ‘‘improvised stru-
ctures’’ in Trincomalee, Am-
paral, Moneragala, Mullaitivu
and Mannar had increased by
over 509 while in Trinco-
malee the Increase was 75%.

The question here, too, Is
why were public funds squan-
dered so thoughtlessly. on
grandiose schemes which en-
riched contractors and con-
sultants but brought so little
relief to the public?

The use of foreign con-
tractors not only escalated
the total costs of these sc-
hemes, it also Increased the
foreign cost and pre-ented
the domestic construction In-
dustry from using this op-
portunity to develop Itself.

The State Engineering Cor-
poration was denied the op-
portunity of constructing any
of the tall buildings financed
by the Government over
the last five years. Not cne:
of the tall buildings -buile by
the S.E.C., models of which
are ceremonially displayed at
the gam udawa exhibitions,
was commenced after 1977.

The Hundred Thousand
Houses Programme, which did
not work has now been re-

placed by a Millicn Houses

Programme. This is what the
punters do when they lose
on the first race—double
thelr bets on the next. In-
creasing it ten-fold Is a
desperate gamble In what Is
perhaps seen as an all-or—
nothing situation.

Under the ‘‘programme’’
self-help Is to be replaced
by HOLP! (believe it or not)
—a Housing Options and
Loans Package. Sample quotes:
“In a sense, HOLP is the
essence of the Rural Hous-
ing Sub-Programme. (RSHP)
of the Million Houses Pro:
gram (MHP) Affordability
and repayability are vital
concerns’’.

The language and thinking
suggests that like much else
nowadays, the Milllon Houses
Programme has been worked
out on drawing- boards in
Washington (DC).

In this Instance it has been
discovered by these master
planners that ‘'the Selection
process Is a key issue’’, that
“real need should be the
main criterion’’, that ‘no
consideration should be given
to politics, caste’’ etc., and
yes, ‘‘office - bearers of gra:
modaya mandalayas or their
close relations should not be

beneficiaries In the 1984
selection’’.
Let us be thankful that

six years, Rs. 4,000 million
rupees 2nd fifty - thousand
houses too late the Govern-
ment has woken up at least
to these primary elements
in public housing programme.

Free Trade Zone

And what of the Greater
Colombo Economic Commis-
sion? It was to provide em-
ployment in industry on an
unprecedented'scale and gene-
rate massive export earnings.

By the end of 1983 GCEC
report that ‘‘employment en-
terprises had reached 28,705"
(and also that ‘'industrial re-
lations in GCEC enterprises
continued to be satisfactory'’).
Even this modest achievement
was at the expense of exist-
ing .jobs especizlly In garment
factories located outside the
Free Trade Zone.

As for export
the picture Is even more
dismal. By end 1982 the
cumulative value of exports
was Rs.3498 ' million—just
two and a half percent more
than cumulative expenditure
on raw materials and capital

earnings,

it had

1983
improved to Rs. 5916 million

goods. By end

—a little urder nine per
cent more than the cost of
imports.

But these are raw figures
and are no substitute for a

balance sheet. They exclude

other payments such as royals
ties, profits etc. which are
repatriated. Even 23 most
modest figure of ten percent
of turnover for such payments
would render the GCEC
operation a dead loss, exclud-
ing] too the billion rupee
investment on infrastructure
met out of public funds. The

accounts of each enterprise
must be examined separately.
Let us invite the GCEC to

(Contipued on page 9)

Power — Table |

Project | Target '\ Achievement
Kotmale & 210 /, Under construction
Victoria | 180+ 180 i Under construction
Maduru Oya t 5 | Power component deleted
Moragahakanda | 40 | Project abandoned
Randenigala ‘ 100 E Under construction
Costs (Rs. Mn.) Table Il
1977 estimate
Project (Pre - deva- ! Current estimate
s luation) | LRt
Kotmale - l1,035% | 9 000
Victorla 1 2,250% . | 7,000%
Maduru Oya | 1,180% I 2,500—
Randenigala | 53,8305 4,500
Table [l — (Rs. Mn)
p | Estimate Expenditure | Budget
i | of Cost l toend 1983 | 1984
I. Kotte t !
Development | 330 ‘i 1,494 | 2,052
2. Commercial l \'
Complexes {88 oo 592 L 1,221
3. Slums and Shanty | 1:
Up -granding | 150 52 l 143
TABLE IV
TR At
s 122+ 5 8%
= S S
L
g0 5 | S a
- ST G
Urban Housing
of which 20,327 12,674 2786
Low Cost Housing (1,454) (1,206) -
Emergency Housing (534) (494) -
‘Rural Housing
of which 76,040 36,998 1168
Aided Self - Help ;
in Model Villages (50,000) | (26.616) | (574)
Electorate Housing (26,040) | (10,382) | (594)
Public Servants’
Quarters 419 395 87
TOTAL 96,785 50,067 ' 4,041
*includes’ shops and bed - sitters
Table V
197 l 1981
Number % Number %
Construction 103,600 2-8% 124,000 3-0%
PRl | o/
Manufacturing 339,400 9 3% | 416,800 10-1%
Agriculture 1,829,000 50-1% | 1,863,000 45-2%
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(Continued from
last week)

The necessary consequence
of these developments was
the emergence of new class
formatlons with their -hori-
zontal stratification into social
groups. But, as we shall
see this new class stratifica-
tion was not able to super-
sede entirely the vertical
social cleavages which char-
acterised the traditional type

of society inherited from
the past. The new local
capitalist class that arose
was drawn from various
sources. There were those.
from the traditional land-

owing oligarchy, and also those
others who had made good
in the commercial sector, as
contractors, arrack renters,
forwarding agents and also 2s
general merchants.  While
many of them were owners
of large plantations, almost
all were also landed propria:
tors of some standing. Al-
though this class had its basic
common interests, It con-
tained more than one group
amongst whom were mani-
fested rivalriess  promoted
both by the inherent com-
petitiveness of the system
and reinforced also by un-
dercurrents of family and
and caste feeling, social gr-
adings, religious sentiments
and also of larger  com-
munal separatist tendencies.

This, however, does not
expiain the relative weakness
of this class which was really
due to the fact that its
members had only a sup-
plementary role to play in
the colonial economy as the
junior partrers of foreign
capitalist and imperialist in-
terests. The elitist leaders
of this class were all united
in agitating for a greater
share of political power and
ultimately for politicai inde-
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pendence, but they were
only capable of playing an
oppesitional role asking for
more and more concessions.
Their specific class interests
could not lead them to a
revolutionary  confrontation
with the imperial government.
The political leadership of
this class, not surprisingly,
soon came to be dominated
by a group belonging to the
Sinhala  Buddhist majority.
However, at first having a
common cause in their op-
position to foreign rule,
there were no manifestations
of communal antagonism, but
from the 1920’s, with the
growth of territorial repre-
sentation, the implementation
of the Donoughmore Constitu-
tion and the grant of universal
franchise in -1931, and ulti-
mately with the gaining of
political independence in
1948, the situation under-
went a dramatic change.
Now there arose ap over-
whelming need for anyone
desiring and seeking political
power through the electoral
process to win the votes
of the majority. In this
case, the majority happened
to be the vast mass of Sinhala
Buddhist folk in the rural
areas, Moreover this section
of the population was one
that had to a large extent
economically, politically and
soclally been submerged un-
der British rule as an under-
privileged and deprived social
group. Their grievance, hopes
and aspirations come to be
effectively articulated by their
own Sinhala speaking intelli-
gentsia of writers, teachers,
vedamahatmayas  (indigenous
physicians) znd monks. Thus
it was that bourgeois nation-
alist politicians,  however
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much they talked glibly ab-
out national unity and har-
mony, began to appeal to
Sinhala Buddhist sentiments,
tending thereby to exploit
communal feelings when it
came to the actual struggle
for political power. The
temptation and tendency to
resort to stach methods was
all the greater in that it
helpad a great deal in divert-
ing emerging class conflict
and struggle, with its po-
tential revolutionary threat
to the whole bourgeols clsss,
into politically less dangerous,

but  often socially
more disruptive forms of
expression. More recently,

bourgeois politicians masque-
rading under a facade of po-
pulism, have on the one
hand not only exploited com-
munal feelings, but also on
the other, begun to mouth
a socialist-sounding rhetoric.

Placed somewhat indeter-
minately below this upper
social stratum made up of
the capitalist class, there has
arisen an intermediate layer
constituted largerly of pre:
dominantly clerical white
collar workers employed in
both the privaie and public
sectors. This group which is
essentizlly a salariat, was in
the British colonial era, a
moderately well to-do and
even socially privileged sec:
tion of the population. Many
amongst them had close
family connections with those
in the upper elitist ‘groups.
However, with the introduc-
tion of Sinhala and Tamil
as the medium of education
and the enthroning of Sinhala
as the official language on the
one hand, and the worseing
economic conditions on the
other, this group which now
includes large numbers drawn
from the rural sector and
has also a sizeable female
component, is fast becoming
one that Is facing severe
economic  oppression. But
even perhaps more important
is the fact that with the
acute competition for jobs
and promotions especially in
a situation of frustrating un-
employment, communai anta-
gonisms tend to be easily
roused among many of these
workers,

We haye next to consider
the working-class that arose
in the country and its own
characteristic features. What
strikes us above all Is that
is has its own particular
structure. On the one side
we have the plantation work-

‘being a meodern

ers. The vast majority of
whom are employed on tea
estates. These plantations
have been organised to func-
tion In an enclave system in
the externally oriented com-
mercial sector of the econo-
my. The very large number
of Indian plantation workers
who are employed in this
enclave, constitute a labour
force predominantly Hindu
and Tamil, and are also both
immigrant and in effect In-
dentured. Further, organised
as a resident and captive
labour force, they work
under semi coerced and semi-
serf conditions, with little
effective mobility Living in
such conditions, these work-
ers have had only very tenu-
ous social links with either the
neighbouring indigenous Sin-
halese village folk or with
the rest of the largely Indi-
genous workers whose main
centre of employment was
and is Colombo. This meant
that there was a real structu-
ral seperation of these plan-
tatlon workers from the
island’s population, while a
class—-based, fraternal link-up
with the rest of the country’s
working - class posed major
problems relating to commu-
nication,  organisation and
effective class mobilisation.
These problems were soon

shed that they have to sell
their labour power to survive
in society. While some have
come to live in certain parts
of the city (or towns), very
many still continue to live In
their rural homes and com-
mute to work. Amongst these
workers, however, there has
arisen today a comparatively
small upper—crust ‘who may
be said to constitute a labour
aristocracy, employed in sec-
tors requiring greater skilis.
But is most important is that
therefore quite a large num-
ber of this indigenous work-
force, by the very conditions
of their social existence, are
also not really typical of a
modern iIndustrial and city
proletarlat. The majority of
these workers, liable as they
are to be Influenced by the
ideology of the ruling class,
are to a great extent proven
to be incited by its appeals
to commnzlist sentiments and
prejudices. This seems to be
so, especially because bour-
geois policians have now
begun to use populist slogans
to manipulate the masses for
their own ends.. In such cir.
cumstances, when politicians
play on communal feelings,
there is a dangerous tendency
for it to distort working-
class consciousness, helping to
divide and disorientate the
workers.

It was in a society so
structured, where communal

by
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to assume a serious political
character. Also significant is
the fact that these workers
were therefore far from
industrial
proletariat.

i

The other section of the
working-class which is largely
Sinhalese, but which also con-
tains a number of Indian

workers is centred In Colom- -

bo, working as they do in the
infrastructure of the public
and private sectors The Sin-
halese workers in this cate-
gory, however, have their
own significant characteristics.

They are for the most part

necessarily drawn from the
rural subsistence sector, from
where. with bleak prospects
of earning a much-needed
money income to eke out
their existence, they gravitate
to the towns and especially
to Colombo. Most of them,
though not compltely divorced
from the means of production
or from their rural ‘habitat,
find themselves so Iimpoveri-

and other similar  vertical
social cleavages were conti-
nually interacting with the
newly emerging class forma-
tions, that the Marxist partles
came to dominate the labour
movement in this country
from the mid 1930s’ As was
to be expected, there was a
conscious and very organised
attempt to make the working-
class both a class in itseif
and for itself. The labour
movement was henceforth to
be developed as a means for
furthering the class struggle to
achieve, ultimately, avowedly
socialist objectives. And so
it was, with great credit to
the Marxist movement, that
within the labour movement
and to the extent that the
influence of the Marxist par-
ties prevailed, communalism
and all such reactionary social
cleavages were wholly esche-
wed both at the trade union
party levels of organisation.
Individuals, irrespective of

(Continued on page 9)
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caste, creed or communal
differences, were able to
participate effectively in such
organisations and even attain
to positions of responsibility
and leadership.

The Bracegirdle episode,
the leading role play by the
'LSSP in the Mooloya and
Wewesse strikes, the impre-
ssive  performance of the
Marxist parties In the 1947
General Elections to the new
parliament, the strike waves
of 1946 and 1947 and the
great Hartai of August 1953,
all seemed to augur well for
the [labour movement. It
looked as 'if the struggle to
realise a socialist order thro-
ugh the development of the
movement as a means of fur-
thering the class struggle was
going to reach fruition in the
not too distant furure. Soon,
however, once again the situ-
ation began to deteriorate,
and reactionary class forces
cleverly and cunningly ex-
ploiting communal issues pro-
ved to be major impediments.

O. S. Senanayake by his

citizenship ~ acts  disenfran-
chised quite a large number of
Indian  plantation  workers.

This not only helped to margi-
nalise socially and politically
the Indian worker as a kind of
national -~ outcast, buc also
served  to strengthen the
communal division, and give
fillip to the growth of Trade
Unions like the Ceylon Wor-
kers Congress with a strong
Indtan communal consiousness.
This was indeed most regre-
ttable and recrogressive
when we consider the facc
that in elections to the Stae
Council " in the 1930 Indian
workers had in large numbers
voted for a Sinhalese as agai-
nst an Indian in Baddulla, for
a Sinhalese as against an Indi-
an in Nuwara Eliya, and ag.in
for a Sinhalese as againsc an
European who belonged
to their employer class.
It was S.W.R.D. Bandaranaka,
however, who with his own
political brew of Sinhala, Bud-
dhism and Soclalism not only
succeeded in taking quite a
lot of political wind out of the
sails of the Marxist parties,
but also helped the politic:l
emergence of social forces
which resulted jn bitter
communal strife. J. R. Jaye-
wardene by his agitation in
1957 against the attempt of
Bandaranaike to give some
demands of the Tamlls (under
the Bandaranaike — Chelvana-
yakam) pact only further
aggravated the situation. The
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resuit was that both in 1958
and 1977, we had not the
bloody red revolution which
the Marxist parties were
supposed to bring about,
but other very bloody and
horrendous eruptions of com-
munal viclence, unpreceden-
ted in recent times.

Socially disuptive as such
frenzied and destructive ma-
nifestations of communal vio-
lence were, more significant,
perhaps, was the fact the
social atmosphere that bred
such regressions to atavistic
and savage forms of primi-
tive tribal behaviour, has
its own disorientating influ.
ence on the Marxist parties
themselves and their follo-
wers. They found themsel
ves abandoning their dem-
and for parity of status for
the Sinhala and Tamil Ilan-
guages—a demand which with
hindsight we may now say,
though correct in principle,
was, aias, so infelicitously
and inaptly formulated. In
their opposition to Dudiey
Senanayake’s coilition  with
the Tamil Federal Party, it
was indeed regrettable that
vulgar  communal feelings
were generated. No wonder,
then. that workers march-
ing the streets in their May
Day processions under th-
red banners of Marxist par-
ties were to be heard ve-

hementiy shouting  slogans
against Tamils. This was, of
course, in essence, nothing

but a most reprehensible and
regressive way of giving vent
to low and latent communal
passions and intensifying Sin=
hala—Tam} antagonism.. -Thus,
once again the class struggle
had been submerged subsu-
med under the upsurge of a
blind and irrational communa-
lism.

From this brief survey of
the labour movement it s
evident that while commu:
nalism helped to promote,
but not criginate, the organi.
sational separation of the
Indian plantation workers from
the rest of the working class,
and also to disrupt the healthy
growth of trade unionism in
the 1920’s, it did not prove
a major obstacle to the gro-
wth of working - class conscio-
usness especially at the trade
union level. Thanks mainly to
the leadership and influence of
the Marxist parties, the largely
indigenous section of the
working - class saw the growth
and development of trade
unionism among its ranks with
no communal divisions. This
seemed to indicate that the

dy
for concerted action as a class
especially with regard to
their, _economic demands.
Even over political issues they
proved to be capable of such
actlon, especiaily under the
dynamic leadership of the
Marxist parties.

workers were genera'ly re

Thus while it is true that
under the leaderchip of both
Goonesinha and the Marxists
the labour movement did
Haveamajor impact on the
course of national politics, it
failed however, after six de-
cades, to emerge as a really
strong decisive and indepen-
dent political force in the
Undoubtedly, the

short comings and inadequacies

country.

in the [leadership provided
both by the radical refermism
of Goonesinha (even though
linked with a militant uni-
onism) and by the Marxist
oriented Left parties, despite
their professedly revolutionary
ideology, have been subjective
factors contributing towards
this process. However object-
ive conditions and factors have
also been wvery largely res-
pbsible for, and it would
appear. even more deéermi~
nant in producing such a

situation.

The labour movement,while
it has undoubtedly brought
major advances in tha trade
union sphere and’ won some
significant political rights and
concessions for the working
class and played a major role
in the development of a mass
political movement, has, how-
ever, still to become a pivotal
and overwhelmingly decisive
force In national politics. In
this sense it has not been able
effectively the
socially disruptive and politi-

to counter

cally reactionary influence of
communalism, which together
with the use of specious
populist propaganda, is being
insidiously exploited by re-
for

actionary class forces

their own poiitical ends.

(Reproduced from *‘Ethnicity

and Change in Sri Lanka”
published by the
Scientists Association)

Social
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make such analysis for its
own serene joy and emotion
even if It's not published for
the edification of the hei-
polloi.

Employment

The unemployment problem
was to have been conibated
primarily through the three
lead projects in agricuiture,
construction and manufacturing
industry. However the share
of these sectors in the total
number of the employed
changed as set out In Table
'

The impact on employment
of the heavy reliance on
foreign contractors is visible
In these figures. Despite the
enormous public investment
i made on constuction projects
(about ten times that of the
| 1970-77 period) the total

‘number employed in cons-
truction increased only by
21,000 since 1971.

The total number in em-

ployment increased by 470,
000 from 3,649,000in 1971
to 4 120,000in 198 1. When
one considers that the annual
increase in the labour force
over this period would have
been at least 100,000 the
Census report that the *‘un-
employment rate had increased
from 156 percencin 1971
to 17.9 percent in 1981
would come a; no surprise.
“‘Public Investment [984 —
1988 claims (provisionally)
that the number unemployed
had dropped to mere 865,
000 in
that 168,000 previously un-
employed people found em-
ployment in one year. Where

these statistics come from
only God knows. And He
will not say.

The true costs of these

projects and programmes far

exceed the figures given here.

Mahaweli projects costs, for
instance, also include the ex-
penditures of related agencies
in the areas of land develop-
ment, road constuction and
power distribution. The costs
of Urban Renewal and Housing

should also embrace the

investment in Water Supply,

Drainage and Sewerage

%evnt :
Myth & Reality

1983. This lmplles‘

schemes and the costs of
other supporting programmes.
The GCEC expenditure on
iafrastructure ~ is  provided
undar the votes of Imple-
menting  agencies such as
Posts & Teiecommunications
and High ways.

Even a cursory examinat-
tons and of these figuras gives
rise to the question — Where
Did All the Money Go!

“‘Some of it went for costly
construction projects or to
defray the rising costs of

imported oil and interest
payments on previously made
But much of it was

lost, stolen or merely frittered

loans.

away. And perhaps one—third
of it wound up in private
bank accounts in New York.
Zurich and London.”” (TIME
July 2, 1984).

TIME, of course was coms=
menting not on Sri Lanka but
on those Latin American
countries whose juntas offered
the stability demanded by
loan givers: the kind of sta-
bility the Government has
exerting itself, In and out of
Parliament over the last seven
years to establish  here.
Recently (30th June 1984)
the Times of London reported
that at a conference in Lisbon
on the D:zamocratic challenge
in “‘Latin American’’ Dr.Mario
Soares, the Portuguese Prime
Minister,President Luis Monage
of Costa Rica and Lane Kirk-
land of th American AFL-CLO
trade union movement (which
is one of Walter Mondale's
key supporters) had declared
that ‘the model of economic
development pursued by Latin
America’s right-wing military
regimes since the sixties have
now been proved utter fall-
ures.”” It Is to the
Government and to the people
of Sri Lanka to draw the

necessary con:lusisns

open

(Courtesy: CHRI!STIAN
WORKER, Quarterly of the
Christian Workers Fellowship,
Colombo, 2nd Quarter 1984)




10

Saturday Review

Racial Polarisation

In MALAYSIA

The Malaysian Government
has been urged to ‘‘make
an honest attempt to dis-
cover the real causes of ra-
cial polarisation” according to

a report appearing in the
New Straits Times of Kuala
Lumpur.

Rev. Dr. Paul Tan Chee

Ing, the honorary. secretary
of the Malaysian Consultative
Council of Buddhism, Chris-
tianity, Hinduism and Sik-
hism, told the New Straits
Times that it is the Govern-
ment’s duty to find out
whether the grievances felt
by different groups of people
are valid or not.

He was commenting on
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Muse Hitam’s concern over
racial segregation among child-
ren.

“If there is no basis for

certain grievances, let the
Government explain to the
people so that bitterness

which lzads to greater segre-
gation can be dissipated, he
said.

Dr. Paul added that stu-
dents find it hard to under-
stand reasons other than
merit why the authorities
give special treatment to some
in matters of entrance into
schools and universities, of
passing examinations, and of
scholarships. :

‘*Should not the Govern-
ment explain clearly the just-
ice of such policies so that
the future generation will not
bear grudge against one an-
other?

BUMIPUTRAS

“The present trend of
sending  bright  Bumiputra
students to special schools
or abroad where they have
practic lly no interaction with
other Malaysians could lead
to greater polarisation in
the future”’, he said.

On corruption and poverty,
he called on all Malaysians
to unite and overcome them
as they could breed discon-
tent and unwanted elements.

He urged the Government
to set up muitiracial and
multi-religious commictees to
look into ways to overcome
poverty and corruption.

“This approach is more
effective as It unites inact-
ion all Malaysians of difterent
faiths and races under the
banner of a common cause

“This is more beneficial

‘to our society than mouth-

ing slogans. We believe that
slogans like ‘Islamisation’ and
‘Injection of Islamic values into
Government  administration’
have put unnecessary fears
into the hearts of many de-
spite assurances by the Go-
vernment.

‘‘Since it has been ad-
mitted that these values are
found in all major religions,
why can’t the Government
use terms like universal or
common values?”' he - said.

He urged people of all
races and religions to leave
behind their prejudices and
grievances to stretch out
their hands in friendship to
each other and work with
the Government for a united
Malaysia

THE CAUSES

Educationists and a psychia-
trist here feel that heigh-
tened ethnic consciousness
over the last five years has
contributed to the present
trend of racial segregation
and polarisation among children

And they fear that it would
be difficult to check this trend
because children and aduits
are exposed to racial differen-
ces everyday — in speeches by
nationai leaders, community
leaders in newspapers, over
television and even in schools.

What is distressing is that
they feel it is quite futile
for parents to educate their
children to be broad - minded
and understanding about the
different races in the country
when their children are re-
minded every day of their
ethnic origins.

And the present education
system based on ethnic origin
—especlally with regard to

entrance to secondary schools
and universities — rather than
merit, further contributes to
racial polarisation.

However, two senior heads
of schools said they had never
encountered any raciai polari-
sation to their schools.

One of them even said he
was ‘‘quite taken aback'’ by
the Deputy Prime Minister’s
comments.

A lecturer, who had done
research into raclal segre-
gation, pointed out that chil-
dren usually did not be - friand
each other according -to ethnic
origins, especiaily in the first
few years of school.

“But as they grow up,
they become aware of edu-
cation policies and the differ-
ences between Bumiputra's and
non Bumiputras.

“In this universities, the
trend is that each racial group
tends to fight for itself and
interacts within itself which
is unhzalthy because a univer-
sity education is supposed to
cross these raclal barriers.

Even if there are students
who are Indifferent to racial
groups,they find that there are
certain forces — especially re-
ligious groups — which compel
them to identify themselves
with a racial group’’ the lect
urer said.

The lecturer said the- Edu-

cation Ministry should scruti-
nise teachers who allow their
raclai prejudices to surface

and hence affect children.

Gerakan Youth leader and
MP Dr. Koh Tsu Koon, while
sharing Datuk Musa’s concern
the said

over segregarion,

that there was an ‘‘over-
emphasis of the dichotomy
of races, between bumiputras
and non bumiputras and this
has permeated throughout the

soclety.”

Dr. Koh that

Mara schools be integrated:

suggested

**| accept the concept that
rural children need help but
*his should not be based on
raclal lines.

head-

raster said: ‘‘in my 20 years

However, a senior
of experience in the English
medium national type primary
schools. | have yet to see any
incident where the pupils
took sides because of race.

*It may happen in some
Schools where there is a pre-
dominance of a particular race
but | personally have not seen
any sign of racial ségregaclon"
he said.

A BRICKBAT
The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW.

As a regular reader of
the SATURDAY  REVIEW,
which began life as a wee-
kly lampoon out of the

pen of a dedicated pupil of
Mr. Handy Perinpanayagam, |
am constrained to observe
that we can hear your str-
angled cry that the Emperor
has no clothes. We do . ap-
preciate that you are editing

under conditions of consi-
derable stress. It is true
there is a strict censoship

but good journalism consists
of a perpetual state of war
with authority.

What is inexcusable is that
you are giving dispropor-
tionate space to articles
which have already appeared
{in other journals.

! The only worthwhile con-

tribution with a dash of sar-
. donic humour is from the
‘world—weary  Philosopher—
Diogenes. This has been also
missing for two or three
weeks. Has he fallen off the
bench In Galle Face and hurt
himself?

Pseudonym is a journalistic
Maginot line and if the law
is amended to outlaw the
non-de—plume, will the phi-
losopher be inhibited in bre-
aking out of the mask? His
rambling style reminds one
of the Chinese snake in
Orlental astrology—an elegant,
attractive self—critical philo-
sopher who can be a good
natured snob

His breakfast with HAIG
Goonetilleke at the Saraswa-
thy Lodge and his hurried
sojourn In Jaffna appear to
be non-events

| pity the poor tonsorial
artist, the reliable prosecu-
tion witness as suggested by
one of your puckish readers.

Although you are grousing
that the Metropolitan Press
has not despatched a special
correspondent to  Jaffna,
please permic me ' to
counter that you have fai-
led in your duty to report
comprehensively on two ep-
isodes which happened under
your very nose: | refer to
the Allen hostage crisis and
the bomb blast near the
Sinhala Maha Vidyalaya, more
so when Allen’s office Is
situated opposite yours and
the Maha Vidyalaya is ' only
a stone’s throw from your
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office. Come to think of it,
we get the Press we de-
serve.
Mrs. Minoli
Thiruchelvam

‘Jaffna.

Note by Editor: We have,
on occasion, reproduced arti-
cles from certain other
newspapers, as pointed out
by Mrs. Thiruchelvam, but it
must be remembered that
our readership is to a great
extent different from those
of the other publications.
Our objective was to convey
the views expressed in those
articles to a wider audience.

The Allen kidnap episode
and the attack on the Sin-
hala Maha Vidyalaya did take
place under our very nose—
and we did write what
could be described as grap-
hic accounts of both events,
But the Censor would have
none of it.

Mrs. Thiruchelvam might

be interested to learn that
sometimes we had been
prevented from publishing

items which had already ap-

peared in  Jaffna’s own
*‘Eelandu’’.
POLICE REPORTS
The Editor,

SATURDAY REVIEW.

Obtaining a police report
to proceed abroad, particu-
larly to the Middle East coun-
tries, has become proble-
matic to employment seekers.

Earlier, there was absolutely
no difficulty in obtaining a
police report as the poiice
stations were functioning In
the North. But at present the
practice is that applicants for
such reports have to furnish
their fingerprinrs, which are
sent to the Police Headquart-
ers in Colombo Approval
from Colombo takes nearly
three months to reach the
applicant through the local
police station.

As a result, some appli-
cants miss their flights and
even the money advanced to
employment agencies.

It is time the Defence
Ministry took some action to
expedite the disposal of such
applications.

M. Ruban
Karaveddy.

HOW'S THAT?

The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW

How prophetic Dr. Indra-
pala was when he wrote in
1969 about the proposed
setting—up of the University
of Jaffna.

Why then did Dr. Indrapala
disarm himself by coming over
to the University of Jaffna?

K. Balan

Vannarponnai.
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THE ECONOMICS OF POLLUTION

NO ONE CAN escape
the pollution that has become
part of every day life in any
country. Since pollution can
be defined as “the produc-
tion of unwanted by-pro-
ducts of human activity”,
then pollution has occurred
whenever people have done
something — even when
they have merely existed.

Some people believe that
pollution and the quality of
life in general are problems
that can only be solved by
scientists using improved
technology. ‘After all, a
polluted river is first and
foremost a physical fact of
life’

But while all pollution is
physical because it involves
physical destruction of the
environment, there cannot
be any analysis of pollution
problems without economic
considerations.

Economists often distin-
guish between what is called
private cost and social cost.
Private cost is what the indi-
vidual pays for something he
buys or does whereas social
costs are’ what society pays

for any action by individuals
in the society.

These costs include not
only all ptivate or personal
costs but also all costs that
individuals do not consider,
For example individuals pay
the private costs of driving
an automobile such as gas
oil etc. Society pays not only
those costs but also such
costs as air pollution, noise
pollution and congestion.
If automobile manufacturers

dhwere required to put pollu-

tion control equipment on.

- engines, the price of auto-

mobile increased.

The point is that any dis-
cussion about improving the
quality of life require a dis-
cussion of the price people
must pay for that improve-
ment. Among other matters
economics concerns itself
with the price people must
pay for their actions. Thus
economics plays an import-
ant part in any analysis of
the environment.

Quality of life

Modern cities deplore ma-
terialistic concentration on
the quantity of economic

goods. To Samuelson, “To
many, GNP stands for Gross
National Pollution. Modern
economics make a fetish of
quantity at the expense of
quality of life...why not we
supplement GNP by a more
meaningful NEW (Net Eco-

-nomic Welfare)”.

National concern for the
deteriorating quality of the
environment has snowballed
in recent years. Concern for
economic growth has been
supplemented by the ques-
tion, Growth for what?

Air and water pollution
are pervasive by products
“externalities”-—of modern
industrial society. Externa-
lity occurs when our beha-

their transactions in effect
worsens the lot of people
who live near the cement mill
and they have had no say in
their cement transaction.

Thus we can no longer be
sure that the general welfare
is increased by the transac-
tion. Since the air over the
land surrounding the plant
is publicly owned, private
rights to its use are ‘ill-defin-
ed’. For the most part, it
is treated as if it were a free
good available for any one
to pollute as he wishes with-
out payment.

There are two major rea-
sons for increasing pollution.
The first reason is the in-
crease in population. In

by
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viour affects the wellbeing
of someone else without his
agreement. For example if
person ‘X’ sells cement to
person ‘Y’ that pollutes the
air for miles around both X
and Y can be reasonably
be sure that both of them
gain from the trade. But

NEWS BRIEFS

IN ISRAEL

Mr. Douglas Liyanage,
Secretary to the Ministry of
State, visited Israel this week
for talks with its Foreign
Ministry  Director-General
Mr. David Kimche. No de-
tails -of the talks were avail-
able. He is the highest rank-
ing Sri Lankan to have visit-
ed Israel since 1970, when
Mrs. Bandaranaike’sGovern-
ment suspended ties with
Tel Aviv.

APC TALKS

The All-Party Conference
on the National Question,
which resumed on 21st Au-
gust, heard views from nine

delegations—Tamil United
Liberation Front, Demo-
cratic Workers Congress,

Ceylon Workers Congress,
Sinhala Associations,  Sri
Lanka Buddhist Congress,
Lanka Sama Samaja Party,
The Hindu Organisations,
All-Ceylon Muslim League
and the Christian Organis-
ations—on the proposal to
establish a Second Chamber.
The delegation of the Sup-
reme Council of the Maha
Sangha was a notable’ ab-
sentee. :

The conference will be re-
convened on 29th August.

TULF VIEW

The Tamil United Libera-
tion Front General Secretary,

.Mr. A. Amirthalingam said

at the A.P.C. talks that the
TULF was ‘“not intransi-
gent” and was willing to pre-
sent a viable alternative to a
separate state to the Tamil
People.

MORE LETTERS

There has been another
exchange of letters between
President Jayewardene and
Indian Premier Mrs. Indira
Gandhi on Sri Lanka’s eth-
nic problems. Mrs. Gandhi
had expressed her ‘“deep
concern” over the develop-
ments in Sri Lanka, particu-
larly the new drive by the
Security forces  against
“Tamil separatists”, a sub=
ject on which she has also
written to President Reagan
and British Prime Minister,
Mrs. Margaret Thatcher.

DUDLEY OUT

The U.N.P. - dominated
Colombo Municipal Coun-
cil has decided to dismantle

and remove the statue of
their former Prime Minister
Mr. Dudley Senanayake,
which was erected at Borella
junction.

EXPLOSIONS

Fishermen of Vadamara-
chchy areafraid to put out at
sea as a consequence of the
incidents which  occurred
there. Their livelihood has
been  seriously undermined
and fish production is at a
standstill. Intermittent ex-
plosions are said to be heard
at sea.

LALITH’S VIEW

The Minister of National
*Security, Mr. Lalith Athu-
lathmudali said at a press
conference in  Colombo,
that he would consider the
withdrawal of the Army
from the North, if the “ter-
rorists” eschewed violence.
Earlier, at a  passing-out
parade at Diyatalawa, he
said that strict discipline was
vital for the Army.

TWO ARRESTED

Thambipillai Maheswaran
and Saravanapavan have
been arrested by the Tamil
NaduGovernment inconnec-
tion with the hombexplosion
at Meenambakam Airport.

creasing population has led
to ever increasing pollution.
Secondly the increase in ma-
terial well being of the peo-
ple.. In fact a major determi-
nant of the levels of pollu-
tion has been how much in-
come people have had to
spend for manufactured pro-
ducts. The manufacture of
these products—first caused
the by products that are pol-
lution and increased them
many times over the years.

Pollution may be water
pollution, air pollution, and
noise pollution. If we live
in an industrial city with
their many mills, we know
what air pollution is. If we
live near a busy airport, we
know what noise pollution
is. If we have tried to swim
in any lake or river we know
what water pollution is.

The World Health Orga-
nisation has defined air pol-
lutants as ‘‘substances put
into the air by the activity of
of mankind in concentration
sufficient to cause harmful
effect to his health vegetabl-
es property or to interfere
with the enjoyment of his
property”’. \

Air pollution may be con-
sidered in two groups (1)
smoke and fog, together call-
ed smog and (2) dust fumes,
gases, etc.

As civilization grows noise
pollution grows. It is said
that Julius Ceaser banned
chariots from the cobblest-
one streets during evening
hours because of the noise
they made. How far it is
true we do not know. But
one can wonder what Julius
Ceaser would do if he lives
in this twenty-four hours
noisy world.

(To be Continued)

SPORTS

PYRRHIC

When the two formid-
dable nations, the Soviet
Union and the Democratic
Republic of Germany, opted
to keep away from the re-
cently concluded 23rd Oly-
mpiad at Los Angeles, it was
felt that the mighty U.S
would have its own sweet
way to firish streets ahead
in the tally of Gold, Silver
and Bronze medals.

\,

The U.S virtually pulled
away and had little or no
opposition in its quest for
medals, collecting 83 Gold
61 Silvers and 30 Bronzes.

Romania who finished
second, with 20 Gold, 16
Silver and 17 Bronze medals
should be really thankful
to ‘'the U.S.S.R and East
Germany for having skipped
the Olympics this year. Had
these two formidable nat-
tions . better known for

by VICTOR KIRUPARAJ'
VICTORY

their supremacy in field
events-participated, they
would net only have kept
up with the challenge of the
U.S but also figured in a
razor keen finish for the top
plums.

The Chinese Dragon
which usually fought shy of
both the U.S.S.R and the
U.S should feel proud to
have finished Fourth be-
hind west Germany in the
table with 15 Gold, 8 Silver
and 9 Bronze medals.

Great Britain which once
ruled the waves had to be
content with the 11th posi-
tion, * obtaining 5 Gold,
10 Silver and 22 Bronze me-
dals. Had British satirist
Jonathan Swift who wrote
Gulliver’s Travels been liv-
ing at this hour, who knows,
he might have some thing
spicy to say about his coun-
trymen.
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Singarayar trial postponed

The trial against Rev. Fr.
A. Singarayar, on charges
under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, was put off
for 22nd October by Mr. D.

Now, the Brigadier Speaks

A report from visiting
Reuter corrc.pgondent John
Fullerton published, in the Is—
land of 21st August, stated:

Separatist guerrillas
fighting for an independent
state in Northern Sri Lanka
are likely to step up their
attacks in the next few weeks,

_a senior army officer said to-

/é\
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day.

Brigadier N. Seneviratne,
who is responsible for: secu-
rity in the Northern Penin-
sula, where secessionist vio-

lence is concentrated, said
all the Security Forces could
do was to contain the situ-
ation until a political solu-
tion to the cthnic crisis was

found.

“It (guerrilla activity) is
escalating. I expect them to
be more active in the next
few weeks or so,” he told
Reuter.

He confirmed earlier re-
ports from official sources
that intelligence  showed
more separatists and wea-

JAFFNA MOTHERS ...

(Continued from Page 1)

from Navy ships on several
days, beginning on Sth
August, as reprisals for the
killing of the Navy men as
well as several soldiers and
policemen, the people re-
mained resilient.

They formed a Citizens
Committee and began not
only the slow process of
rehabilitation of the people,
large numbers of whom had
been reduced to the status
of refugees, but also . to
launch agitation for  the
release of the arrested youth.

According to the Citizens
Committee, whose key office—
bearers are Prof. K. Siva-
thamby (President), Mr. K.
E. Thirunavukarasa and Mr.
S. Selvendra (Vice—Presi-
dents), and Mr. S. Kumara-
samy and Mr. K. C. Adia-
pathan (Joint Secretaries),
130 houses, 90 shops, four
cars and six fishing boats
were damaged and burnt dur—
ing- the incidents at Valvetti—
turai between 5th and 9th

August.
R :
The Committee has esti-

mated the loss at around
Rs. 18 million.

In addition, 29 fishing
boats, valued at Rs. 3

million, had been removed
from the coast.

The first stage of the
agitation for the release of
the arrested youths was a
fast by mothers at Vervill
Pillayar Kovil on 22nd August.
Over 500 mothers took pari
in this silent protest from
8 am. to 4 p.m.

The next stage was the
““March” staged in Jaffna
town yesterday (24th August)
by Mothers from Valvetti-
turai in association  with
those from Point Pedro and
Jaffna.

The  Mothers  appear
determined to keep up the
agitation until all their sons
are released.

In other words, Jaffna
women are on the march, at
last, fulfilling a prophecy by
the SATURDAY REVIEW
in the issue of 9th June
under the headline ‘‘Broom-
stick March by Jaffna Wo-
men.”’

The only difference was
that there were no broom-
sticks—symbols of domestic
supremacy—but banrers
held aloft saying ““Give us
our sons back’’. :

Printed at Kalanilaya Atchchaham, 303, K. K. S. Road,
Jaffna, and published by New Era Publications Ltd., 118,
4th Cross Street, Jaffna. on 25th August 1984. Registered
as @ newspaper at the General Post Office, Sri Lanka, under

2J 101.

pons were expected to land
on the Sri Lankan coast.

Interviewed after at least
95 people died in nearly two
weeks of renewed unrest in
the area, he said he believed
some of the separatists had
military training in Leban-
on and Libya but he had no
details.

Sri Lankan leaders have
said separatists from the
country’s minority  Tamil
community have been train-
ed at camps in India. India
has denied the charge.

Brigadier Seneviratne
said he had about 150 miles
(240 kilometres) of coastline
to protect, and that if access
from nearby countries could

be 80 per cent won.

The Sandhurst-trained
officer said he needed more
resources for maintaining
law and order.

Asked if he thought there
was a real threat of external
military intervention in Sri
Lanka, the Brigadier said he
did not discount the possibi-
lity and the Army had drawn
up contingency plans. :

Referring to the above Reu—
ter report, Mr. Lalith Athu-
lathmudali,Minister of Natio-
nal Security told the Press
that some views expressed by
Brigadier Seneviratne in the.
belief that he would not be
quoted, had been published.
The Brigadier’s = comment,
however, indicated that even
the military was not for a
military solution in the North.

Meanwhile President Jaye-
wardene at a public function
at Slave Island on 19th,
August, said  “Terrorism,
which was shattering the
peace in the country, would
not last long and those who
carried out these acts had

399

numbered days’”’.

be sealed off the battle would |-

G. Jayalath, High Court
Judge of Colombo, on an
application by Senior State
Counsel Mr. C. R, de Silva.

Mr. de Silva told court
that he was compelled to ask
for a postponement of the
trial as the police had been
unable to serve summons on
the vital witnesses, owing to
a complete breakdown of
communications in Jaffna.

Senior CID officer in the
case, Mr. Punyasoma de
Silva, reported to court that
there has been no informa-
tion from Jaffna whether
the summons sent to the
Jaffna Police, to be served
on the witnesses, had been
served. «

In these circumstances,
the Senior State Counsel
said he was asking that the
case be put off.

He said the situation in
Jaffna was such that sum-
mons had either not reached

the witnesses, or they felt
it undesirable to come down
to Colombo to be present
at the trial.

The High Court Judge,
in putting off the trial, allow-
ed an application by defence
counsel Mr. Bala Tampoe
for Fr. Singarayar to be
taken back to Naval custody
in Trincomalee.

In ' this' = case, Rev. Fr.
S. T. Jeyakularajah, Dr. T.
W. Jeyakularajah, Prof. M.
Nithyanandan and  Mrs.
Nirmala Nithyanandan are
charged with having har-
boured ‘““terrorists” who had
attacked the Chavakach-
cheri police station on 27th
October 1982 and failing
to give information about
their movements.

The other accused having
escaped from the Batticaloa
prison, only Fr. Singarayar
was brought to trial.

DAILY NEWS 22ND
AUGUST. :

PETITION

This is the text of the
petition presented by the
Mothers’ Front to the
Government Agent of
Jaffna on 24th August
after the ‘Padayatra’.

« We the mothers in the
Tamil areas request that the
children | youths arrested by
the Armea Forces without
any reason be released im-
mediately. We mothers are
going through a lot of
anguish, sorrow and fear
when our innocent children
are taken away from our

villages on the pretext of the -

incidents that take place here,

On 4th August, the parents
in Valvettiturai were asked
to hand over the young male
children with their Identity
Cards to the armed forces.
The parents were also told
that the children will be
returned ta the parents after
registration.

But not all the children
were returned as promised.
About 500 children were
taken to unknown destina-
tions by jeeps and trucks.

There were handicapped
and retarded children among

them.

) LNV
On 2Ist August, a large
number of children and

youths were taken from Nel-
liaddy.

Parents are helpless and
dre unable to secure their
release.

Although  the required
procedure is to inform par—
ents of the whereabouts of
children or youths taken into
custody within 48 hours this
has not been complied with.

Besides, Armed Forces
shoot children, youths, wo-
men and civilians on the
roads without any reason.

‘“We appeal that a polttical
solution should be found for
the problem and the military
approach against the Tamil
people should stop.”

Copies of the petition were,
forwarded, among others to
The President of Sri Lanka,
the Leaderof the O pposition,
Amnesty International, the
Chairman of the Non-Alig-
ned Movement and the Secre-
tary General of the United
Nations.
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