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1 was in Madras from
11th to 19th December as a
“‘special emissary”’.

My mission was to est-
ablish contact with the
leaders of the various milit-
ant Tamil groups fighting
for the rights of the Tamil
people.

The! mission was success—
ful: I was able to meet
representatives of the Liber—
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), the Eelam People’s
Revolutionary Liberation
Front (EPRLF), the Eelam
Revolutionary Organisation
“of Students (EROS), the

Tamil FEelam Liberation
Organisation (TELO) and
the People’s Liberation

Organisation of Thamilee-
lam (PLOT) with which is
associated the Tamil Eelam
Liberation Army (TELA).

There were several rounds
of talks with the represent-
atives during which there
were free and frank  ex—
change of views on  the
National Question and how
it could be solved.

The names of the repre-
sentatives and the meeting
places  must necessarily
remain secret.

I FOUND THAT NONE
OF THE GROUPS WAS
AVERSE TO A DIRECT
DIALOGUE WITH PRE-
SIDENT JAYEWAR-
DENE’S GOVERNMENT

EDITOR MEE
LEADERS IN M

TO SEEK A POLITICAL
SETTLEMENT—PROVID-
ED ONE COULD BE
FOUND AND PROVIDED
THE PROPER ATMOSP-
HERE COULD BE CRE-
ATED FOR SUCH A
MEETING.

It was the SATURDAY
REVIEW which first sug—
gested the necessity and
urgency of holding direct
talks.

In a letter addressed to '

all participants at the All-
Party Conference and pub-
lished in ¢he SATURDAY
REVIEW of 29th September
1984 wunder the headline
“INVITE THE TIGERS
TO THE TABLE”, I said:

“Everyone wants a solu-:
tion to the National Ques-
iton and an end to the
seniseless butchery on both
sides. (Personally, I have
seen enough maimed bodies
and parts of bodies, of in-
nocent civilians, suspected
militants, policemen - and
soldiers at the Jaffna Hospi-
tal Mortuary, on the roads
and fields that I pray
1 be spared such gory scenes
in the future.)

«“Or are there some people
in the Government who wish
to keep the issue simmering
to distract the people’s minds
from other problems, especi-
ally the grave  economic
situation in the country?

“The only way out, as 1
see it, is by repealing the
Prevention of Terrorism Act,
followed by the grant of an
amnesty and the involvement
of the militant groups
in the process of dialogue.

«For just as the Palestinian
Question cannot be resolved
without the participation 0}
the  Palestine  Liberation
Organisation, the National
Question cannot be resolved
without the participation of
The Boys. ’

““Please remember: what-
ever settelment is arrived at
by the APC participants, it
will not be workable without
the concurrence and co-oper-
ation of The Boys.

“The good offices of the
SATURDAY REVIEW
will be available to all who
desire to work towards a
practicable solution.”

I also said: *“The Militaiy
Approach will never work,
even if you send the whole
Army to the North. Remem-

It must be realised that,
just as Sinhalese nationalism,
Tamil nationalism has also
come to stay; it cannot be
ignored or suppressed in the
way some people think. The
Sinhalese must  recognise
ithe legitimacy of  Tamil
nationalism and provide for
its full expression through
an equitable devolution of

Jaffna.
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The Refugee Rehabilitation Organisation Ltd.
(TRRO)and the Mothers’ Front of Jaffna are in urgent
need of cash, food, clothes and drugs for distribution
among nearly 100,000 refugees displaced after the
““Prohibited Zone’’ Emergency Regulations came into
force on 30th November 1984.

The situation in Mullaitiva, where there are-nearly
10,000 refugees, is reported to be “very bad’’.

TRRO’s address is No. 66, Chapel Street, Jaffna.
Chegques should be drawn in favour of TRRO Ltd.

The Mother’s Front operates from -Tnmmerfﬂall,
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state power— if they want
to ensure that Sri Lanka
reimains one country.”’

Representatives of some
of the groups said they
would like to thave discus—
sions with Sinhalese and
Tamil leaders of all shades
of opinien before a meeting
with the President.

One of ‘them said; ““Mr.
J. R. Jayewardeme is not
the only Sinhalese leader
just as Mr. A. Amirthalin-
gam is mot the ‘enly Tamil
leader.”

All of them insisted ‘that
before any moves are made
for a direct dialogue, the
Government should establish
its bona fides by, among
other things, releasing im-
mediately all the Tamil
youths now held ‘hostage’’
in various parts of the
country -by the Security
Forces, stopping the harass-
ment of the civilian popula-
tion and withdrawing
draconian emergency regula-
tions promulgated on 30th
Neovember 1984 converting
the North into a virtaal
prison. (These regulations
were published in the SAT-
URDAY REVIEW of 8th
December under the head-
line “SLAVE LAWS”).

A ceasefire, on both sides,
will have to be a prelude
to any meeting.

the -

The -views expressed by
the representatives of the
various groups have been
conveyed by me to the
relevant #utherity.

THE  SIGNIFICANCE
OF MY  MISSION IS
THAT FOR THE FIRST

- TIME A PERSON FROM

THE SQUTH WAS ABLE
TO ESTABLISH CON-
TACT WITH THE MILIT-
ANT GROUPS.

The ice has been broken;
the Sinhalese leaders, with-
in and outside the Govern-
ment, must take advantage
of the thaw to ‘hammer out
a political settiement. .

I SAY IN ALL SERIOUS-
NESS: THIS IS THE
LAST CHANCE FOR

THE SINHALESE TO AR-
RIVE AT A NEGOTIAT-
ED SETTLEMENT.

IF THEY CONTINUE
TO BE ADAMANT, CON-
TINUE TO BE INTRAN-
SIGENT, CONTINUE TO
IGNORE  REALITIES,
THEN CIVIL WAR
WOULD BE INEVITABLE,
WITH POSSIBLE FORE-
IGN  INIERVENTION
AND THE DIVISION
OF SRI LANKA.

— Gamini Navaratne

At the time of going to
press, a team from the Jaffna
Citizens’ Committee was in
Colombo to meet Sinhalese
leaders on the National
Questions.
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DEATH IN FRANCE

The death occurred in
Paris under tragic circum-
stances of Mr. Jayanthan,
23, on 4th. - December,

The remains were cre-
mated on 13th. December,
1984.

He was the only son of

Mzr.- S. _ Saravanapavan,
Station Master, Jaffna,
and Mrs. Saravanapavan
and brother of Vasuki and
Mathini of Urumpirai,
Jaffna.

READ CROSS APPEAL

The Jaffna Branch of
the Red Cross Society re-
quests urgent assistance in
the form of cash or kind in
order to meet the urgent
need for relief work to the
affected, from well wishers
from foreign and local sour—
ces. Foreign and local
donors may send their re-

mittance to the Bank of
Ceylon, Hospital Road
Branch, Jaffna. Cheques

should be drawn in favour
of ‘“Red Cross Society,
Jjaffna Branch.”

‘The so-called All-Party Confer-
ence was doomed the moment the
their
idiosyncracies, walked in. But by a
miracle of manouvering President
Jayewardeie kopt the talks going
for nearly a Yyear. Finally, rebel-
lion within his own United National

Buddhaputras, with

known

Party compelled him to scuttle the

proposals which he believed could
be the basis for a political settlement

of the National Question.

Now the only hope for the Tamil
people lies in Mr. Rajiv Gandhi’s

new Government using its good offi-

ces to kmock some sense
heads of the Sinhalese leaders both
in the Government and
they must be made to see the reali-
ties of the present situation and not
play politics with the lives of millions
of people, both Tamil and Sinhalese.

For the record, we have published
in this issue some details of the pro-
posals (below), the reaction of the
main Sinhalese Opposition Party
Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike’s  Sri

into the

outside:

Lanka Freedom Party (pages 4 and
5), the views of Mr. A. Amirthalin-
gam, Secretary-General of the Tamil
United Liberation Front, the main
Tamil Party (pages 5 and 6)

A number of communications on
the APC proposals received from

other political parties, trade union

space.

organisations and individuals has
been held

over for 'lack = of

JR’S IDEAS AND PLANS

The following is the state—
ment made by the President
and Chairman of the All
Party Conference at the
plenary sessions on the
December 1984:

The All-Party Conference
held its first meeting at the
Bandaranaike Memorial
International  Conference
Hall on 10th January 1984.
It was the sequel to a
preliminary ~ meeting of
eight political parties sum-
moned by me on 23rd
December 1983. at which
it was unanimously decided
to summon an All-Party
Conference to discuss the
daily growing problems of
the country in regard to
ethnic affairs and terrorism
and seek solutions.

The work done by the
APC till September 1984,
appears in my report to
the plenary sessions of the
APC of 2Ist September
I do not therefore propose
outlining that work again
now. The main decisions
taken so far appear further
down in this statement.

The last plenary session
of the APC was on 30th
September. It was the 35th
meeting. At that session
1 informed the Conference
that my intention was (0
consider the views express
sed so far and prepare
draft legislation to be
placed before the  next
Plenary. The next session
was fixed for 15th and 16th
November to - give time
enough for any  further
private consultations and
for drafting. The meeting
had, however, to be re-
scheduled since many of
those engaged in the con-
Sultations and drafting had

to be away in India for the
funeral of the late Shrimathi
Indira  Gandhi, Prime
Minister of India. To suit
the convenience of many
delegations, it now takes
place on December 14th
and 15th.

Consultations and discus-
sions on drafting made this
period between September
and 14th December a very
busy one. I have had
several discussions with all
the leaders of delegations.
I also invited the leaders
of  recognised -  political
parties for discussion and
met all of them who accep-
ted my invitation. In alll
have had some 32 meetings
between September and to-
day with political parties
and associations, 11 meet-
ings with the lawyers and
officials who have  been
helping in the drafting and
several informal meetings
with my Ministers.  The
proposals now before you
are the outcome of these
discussions as well as of
the discussions at the meet-
ings of the APC.

The draft legislation
presented represents the
views of the majority of the
delegations that form the
APC at its sessions today.
I briefly outline the main
recommendations below.
They are set out in detail in
the draft legislation and are
explained further in  the
statement of = objects and
reasons of the proposed
legislation. Lo

FROM VILLAGE UP

These proposals create a
form of participatory emo-
cracy, involving the people
in systems of government

from the village to the
supreme legislature,  the
parliament of a united Sri
Lanka.

There will be  around
4,500 gramodaya manda-
layas chosen from  the

people’s voluntary societies
in the villages.

The pradesheeya . Sabhas
will be at the level of an
assistant government agents

division as presently con-

stituted and = numbering
around 250. They will be
elected. Their functions
will be mainly local govern-
mental.

The third tier will consist
of district councils like the
presently constituted dev-
elopment  councils. The
area of authority of a
district council will be an
administrative district.There
will therefore be 25 of them.
In future too, they will be

elacted and ' the chairman

and vice-chairman will be
elected by the electors at
the election of members of
the councils. Their powers
and functions will be larger
and wider than those
presently exercised by a
development council.

Provincial councils  will
be constituted for two or
more administrative districts
in a province where the
district councils resolve to
join and their decision is

approved by the majority

of the registered voters in
ecach of these = administr-
ative districts.  Provincial
councils will have = such
powers as are delegated to
them by the district councils.
Provincil council will con-
sist of all the members of

the district councils resolv-
ing to join.

The President will have
the power to  appoint
members of Parliament or
members of -the Council of
State as provincial ministers
or district ministers. He
may appoint a provincial
Chief Minister who is likely
to command the confidence
of a provincial council.

COUNCIL OF, '_STATE

There will be established
a Council of State consist-
ing of 75 members. Of these
the chairman and . vice-

¥

i

chairman of each districtﬂ

council wilt  number 50.
There will also be 18 mem-
bers, two members appoint-
ed from each province from
amongst members of those
communities which are not
represented or inadequately
represented in the district
councils established within
that province. There will
also be seven . members
appointed by the President.

The functions of  the
Council will be  mainly
advisory. It will not have
the power to delay any

" legislation passed by Parlia-

ment though it will have

the power to initiate legisla- .

tion and  to communicate

its opinion on bills affecting

fundamental rights, langu-
age iights, regional interests
national unity and integrity
etc. 'I‘u can also set up
committees to inquire into-
inter-district .and  inter-
provincial matters, ques-
tions of national unity or
social and economic affairs.

It will also serve as a
reservoir for the selection
of Ministers.

(Continued on page 7) #
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NO JOBS, NO MONEY, NO FOOD (NOT EVEN FISH), NO FUEL, ND TRANSPORT
BUT PLENTY OF RAPE, MURDER, ARSON AND LOOTING !

WITHDRAW EMERGENCY LAWS,
MOTHERS TELL JR

YOUR EXCELLENCY

We the mothers and wo-
men of Jaffna write to ycu
.with extreme sadness that
the new regulations and
excesses ~of the  Security
Forces are a virtual declar-
ation of war by your Gov-
ernment. against the Tamil
people of Sri Lanka as a
"whole. The new regulations

are the basis of a merciless

war of attrition against the
entire Tamil people in this
country.

The implications of the
new regulations  are:

Prohibited Zone: The
declaration of the Prohibit-
ed Zone will deprive the
entire fishing population of
the Northern and Eastern
provinces of their livelihood
and would also deprive
them- of their homes and
would entail the destruction
of the  thickly-populated
coastal towns and hundred
of other villages within this
Zone. The thickly-popul-
ated towns of Point Pedro,
Valvettiturai, Thondaman-
nar, Myliddy, Mathagal
and Ponnalai will be affect-
ed by the new regulations.

The Zone covers a large
number of  prominent
schools,  hospitals, post
_offices, crematorium, burial
grounds, 35 temples and
15 churches, The creation
of the Prohibited Zone and
the regulations governing
them would destroy the
coastal fishing people of
their right to employment,
to live in their  homes,
cducate their’ children in
schools, to worship,  to
bury or cremate their dead
and in short their right to
live.

Transport::  To possess
a vehicle' under these regul-
ations one has to obtain

“a permit from a

police
officer not below the rank
of Assistant Superintendent
cof Police from the nearest
police station. All police
stations except that in Jaf-
fna have been closed dowa.
The Jaffna Police Station

water pumps, the 'declara-
tion of Prohibited and
Security Zones in this region
have brought food produc-
tion to a halt. The market-
ing of the agricultural
produce has been seriously
affected and - this  will

property have now become
a common feature. Thss
search for “Terrorists has
ncw resulted in indiscrimin-
ate arrest of innoceznt pet-
sons and children, rape of
women and young girls and
plunder and looting. The

The Mothers' Eront of Jaffna has sent two letters to the President, signed by it
Joint Secretaries, one demanding the withdrawal of the Emergency Regulations promulgated
on 30th November 1984 and the other protesting against the rape of women by members of

the Security Forces.

is now a barricated fortress
and the public arc denied
free access, which makes it
difficult for the pecople to
obtain these permits.

The Competent Author-
ity was appointed by Your
Excellency only a few days
ag Motor vchicles and
bieycles number several
lakhs and the task of issu-
ing permits for this large
number of vehicles will take
months to accomplish. In
addition to the permit to
possess a vehicle one has
to obtaina pass to run thz
vehicle on the road. So
far these passes have not
been issued.

ago.

The number of state buses
is so small that they cannot

cope with the transport
demands. People are ex-
periencing great  difficulty

to commute to their work
places and attend to their
daily business. The trans-
port of persons who requiie
urgent medical aid had

received no consideration.

These regulations have
made the entire population
prisoners in their « homss
and have deprived them of
their income and their right
to work and earn.

Food and Food Produc—
tion: The stoppage of all
transport, the lack of fuel
for motor vehicles and

deprive the farmers of their
livelihood. Theie is hardly
no transport of food and
essential supplics by rail
Hence the pcople of the
Northern  Province  will
face an acute shortage of
foodstuff and essential sup-
plies.

Students and Schools: The
new regulations will result
in the closure of schools
within the Prohibited Zcne
and children will not have
adequate transport in other
areas to travel to their
schools. The distruption of
normal life will  further
affect their wellbeing. The
psychological effect on the
young children due to
arbitrary arrest and harass-
ment by Security Forces is
very damaging.

Curfew: The imposition
of curfew for days at a
stretch has resulted in com-
plete dislocation of the life
of the community. Cuifew
has been imposed without
any consideration of the
essential needs of the com-
munity. Patients in need of
urbc.nt medical aid had no
means of ftranspott  to
hospitals during the curfew
hours and no ambulance
services were made avail-
able.

Attacks on Civilians: Re-
prisals by the security forces
against civilians and their

o

whole operation of the
Security Forces has now
become a war on the Tamil
people.

We wish to emphasise
that the new regulations do
not make it possible for
the Tamil pzople to live
with self-respect and dign-
ity. These regulations are
counter productive in that
they no longer help the

———

law-abiding citizens to go
about their normal day-to-

.day life.

We of the Mothers Front
and Women of the North
call upon you in the name
of justice and in the interest

~of the entire country to

rescind these  regulations
forthwith to enable the
restoration of normal life
in these parts of the country.

— JOINT SECRETARIES

FOR sALE |

Original ‘' K NIGHT’
PIANO with damp chaser
& seat. Contact Mrs.
P. Durayappah, ‘Malar
Vasam’, Eachchamoddai,
Chundikuli. TP hone:
22417.

Your Excellency:

Forces on  14th
! while on a combing our

helpless women.

MFRRY HELL

We strongly protest to you regarding the raping of
young girls and a pregnant woman by the Security
December 1984 at
operation.
serious act of thc Security Forces on the helpless women.

" The armed might of the Security Forces had been
used to rape, molest and humiliate the women in this
area in the pretext of a search for the “militant youths”.

We peronally visited the affected parties who have
confirmed to us the raping, molesting and humiliation
perpetuated by the Security Forces.
women have been threatened with reprisals if they gave
evidence against them to the authorities.
woman is in the advanced state of pregnancy and was
admitted to the Jaffna Hospital.

We do not understand why woimen should be raped,
molested and humiliated by the security forces to solve
the National Question. We, therefore, request you to
stop these inhuman acts of the Security Forces on the

Thirunelvely
This is a very

These affected

The pregnant

Joint Secretaries.




The following statement
was issued by Mrs. Sirima
Bandaranaike on the draft
legislation presented to the
All-Party Conference.

Many people who are
deeply concetned with the
future of ' our land, have
sought my views on the
draft = legislation;, placed
before the ‘All-Party Con-
ference’ on 14th December,
1984.

As the President stated
the purpose of the All-
Party Conference was to
discuss, and to seek solu-
tions, to the daily growing
problems in regard to eth-
nic affairs and terrorism.

The question is, whether
the draft legislation® pro-
vides a solution which the
people of Sri Lanka can
accept.

I believe the  Govern-
ment had several purposes
in view, having regard to
the way in which  the
- *All -Party Conference’ was
conducted.

First, to wear down the
terrorists by military ac-
tion while the conference
dragged on so that the ter-
rorists and by the same
token the Tamil leaders,
would become more amen-
able to peace on any terms,
to gain a respite. This in
my opinion was a wrong
assessement, the terrorists
are actually extending their
operation Southwards, . in
Padaviya, for example.

Secondly, to change the
image of 'Sri Lanka inter-
nationally from that of a
nation mistreating its min-
orities, to that of a nation
embattled by terrorists.

Thirdly to get Opposi-
tion parties to solve for the
Government many proble-
matical issues, . ranging
from devolution ‘to  Uni-
versity education and
language rights.  Upon
these matters the Govern-
ment was vary of commit-
ting itself without a corre-
sponding commitment by
opposition political parties.

The elimination of poli-
tical opposition, of course
has always been a. major
objective of this Govern-
ment—the most  glaring
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instance being the depriv-
ation of my civic rights,
by a special Presidential
Commission one of whose
members was subsequently
discredited by a judgement
of the -Supreme Court.

The Government really
dissipated its energies in
such useless exercises ins-
tead of a genuine and
compassionate attempt to
;solve the real problems of
the people and eliminating
the roots of  terrorism
which has been a conti-
nuous feature  from 1977,
greatly exacerbated after
the terrorism inflicted on
the process of free elections
at the Jaffna Development
Council Elections in 1981.

/ It is pertinent to mention

at this stage that it took the
SLFP-led Government only
two months to succes-
sfully deal with the Is-
land-wide Insurrection in
1971, although the Emer-
gency was- continued as a
preventive measure in ac-
cordance with the best ad-
vice in the country avail-
able at that time.

I wish to make it abun-
dantly clear, that discussion
and  compromise in  the
abstract, or upon academic
terms, is meaningless Unless
it leads to fruitful results—
the result in this case being
the abandonment by the
Tamils of their ‘Eelam’
demand, the acceptance by
them of Sri Lanka as a
unitary state, and the turn-
ing away from terrorists
methods by those  who
engaged in them.

If a settlement is arrived
at which is satisfactory to
the representatives of the
Sinhala and Tamil people
“ which will end terrorism in
the North and East, and
which will make 1t possible
for the writ and authority
of the Government of Sri
Lanka to run from Devi-
nuwara to Point Pedro and
from Puttalam to Battica-
- loa, then, even if I think
that such a settlement is far
from perfect, I would do
nothing to agitate againstit.

On the other hand, if the
so-called solution consists
of nothing more than series
of legislative  give-aways
devoid of results, with the

Saturday Review

problem of terrorism in the
North. and the East un-

solved, and awaiting res-

olution by military means I
would have no choice but
to declared the so-called
‘solution’ is unsatisfactory
whether the Tamil leaders
accept it, or not.

How should the people
judge the draft legislation,
to see whether it endangers
the fundamental - interests
of the people, and whether
it provides a solution to the
daily growing problems in
regard to ethnic affairs and
terrorism.

My view is that it would
be a mistake to start by
looking at the drafts as
purely legal documents, the
constitutionality or inter-
pretation” of which is the
core of the problem.

* What is needed here, is a
political assessment of the
consequences, if the drafts
were to become law.

I would suggest the fol-
lowing tests. :

1. Would these ~ draft
laws if passed, really bring
about ‘- new relationship
between the Tamil people
and the Sinhala people?
Would the Tamils feel that
the ties that unite them to
the Sinhala people, trans-
cended the sympathy they
feel for their own terrorist
youth as well as their af-
finity for those across Palk

Straits who speak the same

language?

2. Would these draft
laws ensure an end to ter-
rorism in the North and
East? The Tamil leaders
would prebably 'say’ that
they do not exercise any
control over the terrorists.
But if they really feel that
they want terrorism to end,
they could— y

a) appeal to the terrorists
to lay down their arms and
to surrender to the security
forces, and appeal to the

Government for an amaesty; .

b) appeal to the State
Government of Tamil Nadu
to repatriate all - refugees
from Sri Lanka and to close
all their camps;

c) appeal to all Foreign
Governments not to accord
‘refugee status’ or ‘asylum’
to expatriate’ Tamils; ~and
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d) appeal to all expatriate

Tamils, not to ‘engage in .

propaganda hostile to Sri
Lanka; :

Would the Tamil leaders
be willing to do these things
although I do hope that
they may be able to do so.

3. Would these drafts,
laws, be acceptable to the
Tamils, to use their own
words, as a viable alterna-
tive for Eelam?  Would
they be willing to publicly
renounce the goal of Eelam
and appeal to all Sri Lankan
Tamils to do likewise, both
in Sri Lanka and abroad?

\
4. Would these  draft
laws, make the writ and
authority of the Govern-

ment of Sri Lanka, efiec-

tive from Devinuwara to
Point Pedro, and  from
Puttalam to Batticaloa? or
would it, in the absence of
Sinhala Population in the
North become an empty
mockery ?

Frankly, I am sceptical
whether these draft laws
can constitute- the bias for
a ‘political solution’ to the
ethnic problem or to the
problem of terrorism: and
after a careful considera-
tion on the draft legislation
I have come to the con-
clusion that all the ques-
tions I have posed here

must be answered in the

negative, and that the peo-
ple of the country, would
be well advised to reject the
draft legislation, clearly and
categorically. And, I shall
briefly indicate in this state-
ment, my reasons for
saying so. :

Let me begin with the
General Election of 1977
Commencing with August
1977, there have been se-
rious outbreaks of = com-
munal violence between the
Sinhala and Tamil peo-
ples, the worst being the
outbreak in July 1983,with
the brutal killing of Tamil
political prisoners held in
Government jails, not once
but twice. :

Though there had been
outbreaks . of = communal
violence before, as in 1958,
when my late husband, Mr.
S. W. R.. D. Bandaranaike
was the Prime Minister, the
whole country, including

‘sive  SLFP
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the Tamils know that law

was being enforced even
handedly and that succes-
Governments
accepted their obligation to

protect Tamil lives and
property, by  punishine
wrongdoers. A

B_ut after 1977 there was *
a significant difference. [n
September 1981 . President
Jayewardene, speaking to
the All-Island executive
committee of the UNP at
the Ramakrishna Hall at
Wellawatte declared: ‘Mem-
bers of my own party.
\both; inside and outsidé
parliament, have  incited
the communal violence
and the arson, murders:

looting and rapes
pes, that
taken place. ag

He said he was ashamed
to lead the party in such
circumstances. But the
Gove.mment significantly
refgamed from taking any
action under the criminal
laws of the land against
these party men who were
known to be wrongdoers,

l_,ikewise, in A1983, no
serious steps were taken to
punish any one for the
horrors committed.

Is 1t surprising that many
Tam'lls are bitter, and have
suspicions that the violence
in 1983, was inspired by
Goyernment  thugs , ang
hoodlums in the first inst-

ance, though it got out of
hand, later on.

Another aspect of the
dgaft legislation is the
Eighth Schedule to  the
Constitution, in the draft
Tenth Amendment, setting
out the powers of the
Central Government which
are ‘out of bounds’ for
District Councils and Pro-
vincial Councils,

; But this can be mean-
ingful only if the political
authority . of the Central
Government is accepted by
the people in the Districts
concerned.

N‘The Eighth  Schedule
reserves some twenty four
subjects  to the care of the
Central Government; these
include subjects like Na-
tional Policy, Defence, In-
ternal  Security, Foreign

>
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Affairs, Posts and Tele-
communications, Justice,
Ports and Harbours, Avia-
tion and Air Force, Na-
Shipping
and Navigation, Customs.

The policy of the Central
Government in areas of
this magnitude can be ef-
fectively enforced only if it
has the political power to
do so.

But there are today no
Sinhala people in  the
North of Sri Lanka. How
in fact is the Government
intending to enforce its
laws and policies in the
North, in regard to all the
matters spelled out in the
Eighth  Schedule to the
Constitution? In the past,
in addition to a police and
Army presence, the Gov-
ernment operated through
Government Agents who
were solely answerable to
the Government.

Now the  Government
Agent will be the agent, not
only of the Goyernment in
Colombo, but also of the
local District or Provincial
Council; and he will not be
able to get a realistic degree
of co-operation from the
people, to function effecti-
vely; and laws like immi-
gration Control, can only
be enforced by a strong
Military and Police pres-
ence to reinforce the civil
power-or in other words
military government,
which is the very thing
against which the terrorists
fought.

Furthermore, having - re-
gard to the provisions of
Sections 92, 93, 94, 108 of
the Draft Law on provin-
cial and District Councils,
one is not quite certain if in
the actual constitution of
the first District and Pro-
vincial Councils it is in-
tended to consult the wishes
of the people in regard to
the membership they would
like to elect for the District
Council or whether they
desire to form Provincial
Councils; and it would
appear that the proposed
legislation is  merely to
legalise the handover of the
North and ~ East of Sri
Lanka to the T.U.L.F. as
Provincial Councils, which
would then be exercising,the
‘legislative power of the

1985

region’ as contemplated in
the document  called
Annexure = C, which s
described as the ‘the pro-
posals  which...... emerged
as a result of discussions in
Colombo and new Delhi.

“The Ordinances enact-
ed by the District Councils
and Provincial Councils are
not like the by-laws under
the old Development
Councils Act, which have
to be confirmed by parlia-
ment; these Ordinances are
presented to the president;
and parliament has nothing
to do with them.

It is also clear that the
concept  of Provincial
‘Councils with Chief Min-
insters and Boards of Min-
isters for the different pro-
vinces will, = without a
doubt, lead to the division
of the rest of the country
too, on narrow sectarian
and personal interests.

Furthermore, the  pro-
posed Council of State is
not a second Chamber as
normally understood, but
only a permanent bargain-
ing or agitational forum for
narrow racial and sectarian
interests.

So far as 1 know, the
problems referred to the
‘All-party Conference’ did

not include any minority
grievances in the  seven
provinces, outside the
North and East.

I am completely at a loss
to understand why, in these
gircumstances, the  Presi-
dent has found it necessary
to recommend the creation
of such an ‘agitational base
or forum’—unless, of
course, the purpose is to
divert attention from the

area where -the real pro-
blem exists, i.e,. the North
and the East.

But, I can see many
dangers in such an  ap-
proach, especially in  the

Kandyan areas; I think it is
the President’s express in-
tention to grant citizenship

to ‘all Indians who ' come.

under the  category

of
‘stateless persons’: s

The SLFP is firmly of
the view that the problem
of “stateless persons”
should ‘not be linked with

“we certainly expose oursel-

working out -a- ~ national
solution on a - mnational
.consensus, - but . directed

Satutday Rewview:

the . present. burmng | ques-
tions concerning the North
and the East.

Sri Lanka is a mere .25,
000 square miles; and some
fifteen  million  people.
Why, pray, is this attempt
to legalise a permanent vi-
visection of this country,
without even placing the
matter fairly before the
people, and if we . divide
ourselves in this manner,

ves to very grave dangers.

Of course, the  Presi-
dent’s crowning argument
is that when Mr. Bandara-
naike had been Minister of
local Administration in the
State Council—he had
gazetted a scheme for sett-
ing up Provincial Councils-
Regional Councils, actually.

These would have . de-
mocratised and given some
degree of local control over
the functions of  Kach-
cheris, in the Colonial Ad-
ministration. =~ The differ-
ence that the President now
conveniently forgets, is that
at that time, the demand 'in
all areas was only for a
greatet degree of democra-
cy in “Kachcheri Admini-
stration, and not for a vi-
able alternative to a sepa-
rate state for the Tamils.

I do not wish to deal
with many other matters
that arise for consideration

The éds’ftiort of my Par-
always

ty, however, has
bzen a ' principled one,
which placed the intferests
of the people of Sri Lanka,
before sectarian, party or
communal interests.

The SLFP has refrained
from saying or doing any-
thing to “inflame communal
passions.™ .

I would
appeal to all the people of
this land not to treat thesz
issues lightly; for they are
fraught with grave con-
sequences, and 1 would
appeal to the Government
to drop these proposals
entirely, and not to proceed
with them.

In conclusion,

e sabiniei

Response

The following

General of the Tamil United
Liberation ‘tront after the
All Party Conference
21st December.

In response to an invita-
tion from President Jaye-
wardene dated 28th Decem-
ber 1983, the TULF agreed
to attend the All Party
Conference summoned for
the 10th January 1984, on
the basis of certain propo-
sals"*‘to enable them to ar-
rive at an acceptable “solu-
tion to the present pro-
blenis - -facing the . Tamil

have withdrawn from  the
conference. But, we con-
tinued to participate and
pursue the search foi an

in the Proposed Provincial
and District Councils Law,
which deals with land use
and land settlement,” nor
on the absence of an ac-
cepted statement with re-
gard to the ‘National Policy
on Land i Colonization’
which was expected ‘to" be
worked out as stated in
Clause 11 of the Anne-
xare C, . I . ‘mentioned
earlier; they can be consr-
dered latet. :

The Sri Lanka Freedom
Party withdrew from the
“All-Party Conference’
because it was “felt - there
was no - sincere: effort- at

only to delay, to save face
to . confuse..and . fo -divide,
while .. at thes same time
chsplaylng to - world t at
a serious effort is being
made here to arrive at a

acceptable viable ° alterna-
tive to our demand for an
mdependent State of ‘Tamil
Eelam.” . '

Mrss Indira Gandhi, the
late Prime Minister- of In-
dia, who “offered her good
officées to .enable a final
solution to be reached” and
her special-.envoy Mr. G.
Parthasarathy  played a
very big part in' persuading
the TULF to continue the
negotiatory process.

-

persions cast by some peo-
ple -on India’s role in this
matter, it behoves me to
place this- fact "on record.
India has been the biggest
factor working for a pea-
ceful political solution.

In the very first state-
ment Wwé ‘fnade - at  the
Conference, we -indicated
that though we were elect-

political solution.

ed on a- mandate to work

statement
was issued by Mr. A.-
Amirthalingam,  Secretary-

on -

“tinued to ‘participate

community in Sri La_nka 2

'~ Whén " those ptdp’osals
were - abandoned,  the -
TULF - would normally

In view of certain as-

> b B

Amirthalingam’s

for a separate State, if an
acceptable and viable al-
ternative is offered, we"
were willing to recommend
it to our people.

Even in the face of total
absence of positive response
on the part of |leading
Government Members—
even when. the major Sin-
hala  Opposition  party
avoided the responsibility
by walking out—we con-
be-
cause of our party’s com-
mitment to  non-violence
an integral part of which is.
the path of negotiation. .

We indicated that a
solution based on 4 Tamil
linguistic region, consisting
of the Northern and Eas-
tern Provinces; | granting
regional autonomy to the
Tamil nation as contained
in the proposals placed be-.
fore this Conference by the.
Ceylon Workers’ Congress:
may be one we could rec-
ommend to the Tamll s
people. o

We also said that the
regional body should . be,
“empowered to enact. laws
and = exercise. executive
powers in relation thereto

~on certain specified listed

subjects,  including . the’
maintenance of. internal’
law and order in the Re-
gion, the administration of
justice, social and economic
development, cultural

matters and land policy”.

A careful study of the‘l
provisions of the draft bills

placed before the Confer-

ence will convince anyone
that they fall far short of
the regional autonomy in-
dicated above.

(Continued on pager6) '



The Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

“Separatism” and “‘Ter-
rorism” are two  words
which are bandied freely
by politicians and the mass
media in Sri Lanka and
elsewhere in relation to the
Tamil problem in Sri Lanka
An unbiased . examination
will convince any reason-
able man that both do not
exist.

The Tamil United Liber-
ation Front no doubt passed
a resolution at Vaddukod-
dai before the 1977 elections
that it would work for a
separate state for the Ta-
mils. This was a result of
untold hardships the TULF
suffered at the hands of the
previous Government.
Except to pass such a
resolution no  meaningful
steps were taken by it to
achieve that end.

As soon as the United
National Party Govermment
cam to power all hopes
for a just solution of the
problem were dashed to the
ground by the riots that
followed. Thousands of
disillusioned youths  who

- were unjustly denied higher

education By an iniquitcus
system of standardisation
felt that they could get
justice by peaceful means.
Many youths were arrested
and tortured and  even
killed. ©Human rights to
which mere lip-service. was
paid were greatly violated.
They took up arms. Un-
able to fight the superior
might of thé Governmen)
directly they resorted to
guerilla warfare. The Gov-
ernment resorted to armed
repression. Instead of find-
ing a political solution the
Government unreasonably
dragged on the All Party
Talks for an year and even
brought in presSure groups
to sabotage the »Ealks.

Tamil youths cannot be
compared to the teriorism
of the Red Bridgades or
the Mafia. The fight of
- The Boys is only against
-.the atrocities perpetrated
> against the Tamils whose
blood is -bging shed by a
- Dharmista “Gevernment.

Chunrakam

S. S. Vasan' , |
- gtion Fropt.”, collected all

WHO IS A | ERRORIST?
The Editor

- SATURDAY REVIEW

At last the Minister of
National Security, Mr. La-
lith Athulathmudali has
come out with the defini-
tion for the hitherto abstract
term ‘“‘terrorist”. Well, Sir
better late than  never.

According to him (Daily
News, 6th December), a

“terrorist” is “a  person

who uses the guns; a person
who accompanies a terrorist
with a gun; a person who
gives a house to a person
who has a gun; a person
who watches the movement
of the Army and goes and
tells a terrorist, Do not go
that way, the army is
around”.

However, for the sake
of Sri Lankans who are
peacefully  residing  for

those who never felt the
soil of the North, for those
who make fantastic legisla-
tions in their air-conditioned
rooms in Colombo where
no permit is necessary to
have a car, bicycle, or
scooter, where no permit
is necessary to travel ona
particular road at a partic-
ular time, where no permit
is necessary to travel on
another particular road at
another particular  time.

I would like to suggest
another definition for the
term “‘terrorist’”’. (My ideas
as Mao said, come directly
from the social life, not
from the sky!)

Any vperson, male, old
dumb, crippled or blind
whosoever, female or even
a one and a half-year-old
child who happens to be
living or travelling around
a spot where a man in
uniform is killed shall be a
terrorist! (and could be
shot at 'sight!)

<« Saneeswara

 Batticaloa -
The “terrorism” of the' ™

TAB ON EXCESSES

The Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

Is it not time that to
awaken the conscience of
the world some organisa-
tion with a civic sense, if
not the Tamjl Unitod Liber-

Saturday

WIAT 1S TERRORIS

Review
4
e

instances of the “‘excesses”
of the military regime in
the North of Lanka since
the day the much-waunted
All-Party Conference first
met under President Jaye-
wardene ?

4

S. Asirwatham

1lavalai.

AFTER THOUGHTS

The Editor 2
SATURDAY REVIEW

With reference to Presi-
dent Jayewardene’s thoughts
on the violence in India

after the assassination of

Indira Gandhi and  the
July 1983 holocaust in Sri
Lanka, published in the
local newspapers, I wish to
state that at least a little
thinking must' be done be-
fore expression of opinions.

Forty-year old Rajiv
Gandhi, just com: to
power in India with scveral
languages and a population
of about 700 million, not
only condemned communal
violence with neither dslay
nor reservation but also
initiated prompt action to
stop it and punish those
responsible for 1t, whereas
the 76-year old self-establ-
ished all-powerful “Dhar-
mista” exponent of tiny Sri
Lanka, with only two
languages and a population
of about 15 million, has
been floundering for more

than 16 months to white—»

wash it.
A. Don
Peradeniya.

P.D.B. CLARIFIES

The Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

The contribution by Mr.
S. K. V. Achary to the
SATURDAY REVIEW of

'22nd Deceniber, on “Palmy-

rah for Welath’ has drawn
my attention.

While appreciating  Mr.
Achary’s interest in  the

-cyltivation of the palmyrah

palm, I, as Chairman of
the Palmyraly Development
Board, must enlighten him
that the Board during the

past two years has been
responsible  for  planting
‘lakhs of palmyrah seeds

in ‘several districts of the
country.”

also
given wide publicity through
leaflets etc., commending to

The Board has

the people the potential
wealth of palmyrah
giving them technical advics
by qualified officers in
regard the mode of plant-
ing, etc.

Planting of palmyrah
seeds is a continuing process
and is bzing undertaken by
the Board every year during
the appropriate  season.

If Mr. Achary would
read the annual reports and
the progress reports of the
Board, he would get a true
picture of the comprehen-
sive projects undertakeh by

the Board for the develop-

and -

ment of the palmyran
industry in general and the
cultivation of the palm in
particular.

It might interest Mur.
vAchary to know that Mr.
Kanagarajah, to whom he
refers in his article, is a
senior and active Director
of the Board. »

I shall thank yeu  to
publish this letter in your
valuable journal and ad-
vise Mr. Achary to contact
me to obtain a fuller brief-
ing of the activities of the
Board of which he ssems
to be quite ignorant.

K. Nadarajah

Chairman, Palmyrah Devel-
opment Board, Jaffna.

AMIR’S RESPONSE

(Continued from page 3)

When we accepted the
scheme of District Deve-
lopment Councils in 1980,
it was clearly understood
that it was not meant to be
an alternative to our de-
mand for a separate State.

It was hopsd that it may
help to solve some of the
pressing = problems,  like
colonization, and ease ten-
sions thereby creating the
climate for a solution to the
larger political question.

The total failure of the
Government to work that
scheme in the proper spirit
has largely contributed to

' the present situation. The

repetition of the provisions
of the same law in the
present draft is totally un-
acceptable to the Tamil
people.

The bills do not embody
a proper scheme of devo-
lution or agutonomy. De-
volution to the larger unit
should be done by the
Constitution and that unit
may delegate any functions
to the smaller unit. ,

I am surprised that even
these meagre and inade-
quate provisions are being
opposed by some respons-
ible persons.

We have  endeavoured
both in the All Party Con-
ference and in  informal
discussions outside to work
out a peaceful solution.

Time is running  out.
The Tamil areas are under
virtual seige. ‘Normal life

~ has come to a stand-still.

Death, arson, rape and
looting, stalk our areas.
Starvation is staring. the

poor. people in the face.

This is the grim reality of

the situation in the Nor-

thern and Eastern Provin-
ces.

We are constrajned to
state that the two Bills be-
fore this Conference do not
cmbody any scheme  of
autonomy which could be
accepted by the Tamil
people, or their accredited
representatives the T.U.L.F
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SISHO

The following is the text of a
etter sent by the Rt. Rev. Dr. B.
Deogupillai, Bishop of Jaffna," to
President Jayewardene on  3Ist

December 7954 on the arrest of

innocent Tamil youths:

“At the rcquest of three very
high-ranking ' Police Officers and
the Government authorities of the
North, 1 made an earnest appeal
on 26th December for the uncon-

)P S

Mr. Terrence de Silva and Mr. J. A.
R. Nanayakkara, on humanita-

rian grounds. I trust my appeal

has helped to preserve their lives -

till now.

“Now, at: the request of the
wailing mothers of the North and
the East, I earnestly appeal to you,
on the same humanitarian grounds
to release immediately the hundreds

PDE

been unjustly drrested and 7aré
being detained m m111tary camps
in the North "East and South.

“Further, 1 eatnestly appeal to
you to see that the practice of in-
discriminate mass arrest of Tamil
youths in the North and East by
the Armed Forces is forthwith dis-
continued.

“Thanking you and wishing you

- )
&
Yours smcerely,
B. Deogupillai, Bishop of Jaffna.”

Copies of the letter have been
sent to the Minister of National
Security, the Co-ordinating Officer

North the Government Agent -
Jaffna, Mr. R. Sunderalingam
Senior DIG (Ranges), Mr. S. S.

Joseph, Senior DIG  (Administ-,

ditional release of the police officers, of innocent Tamil yeuths who have

and the Country a peaceful and
prosperous No

w Year.

ration) and Mr. Tyrrel Gunatileke.
DIG (Northern Range). ;

JR’S IDEAS...

(Continued from page 2)

In regard to the powers
and functions of  these
bodies, the report of the
working group of officials
and  experts of Committee
“A” of the APC and the
report of Committee “B”
on the Equalisation of
Opportunities in  Educa-
tion, Employment and
Language Rights will be
implemented.

It will be seen from a
comparison of the diaft
legislation and Annexures
“AY; HBYvande - C” o thap
the proposals to establish
provincial councils within a
province and the appoint-
ment of ministers from
provincial councils are con-
tained in these proposals.
Many other details regard-
ing powers and functions
mentioned in the annexures
are also adopted in the
draft legislation.

THE STATELESS

There were other matters,
too, in which consensus was

reached earlier. In the
sessions in  lst March |
informed the ~APC that
there was consensus not

only on the need for deleg-
ation of ‘central powers to
enable the people’s particip-
ation in Government at all
levels,
the stateless and the eradic-
ation of ethni¢ violence and
terrorism in all its forms.
There was acceptance, too,
regarding the setting up of
a second chamber as a
means of solving the ethnic
problem by making the
second chamber an institu-
tion—

but also regarding

(1) to afford forum
for the minority members
living in the districts to

function in the
legislature; and

supreme

(2) to create a reservoir
of members in the second
chamber who may  be
chosen as minister to func-
tion in the provinces by
the President.

The legislation regarding
the systems of government
and second chamber are
now before you.

Solutigns for the prob-
em of the stateless are being
worked out by the Govern-
ment. Solutions to the
problem of ethnic violence
has to be many faceted
and is very much in'the
forefront ‘of the minds of
us all now.

Condominium

The following telegram
has been sent to the Presi-
dent by Prof. K Nada-

rajah:

“Condominiumis the only
Golden master key to revive

the lost amity and peace,

in Sri Lanka between the
Tamils and Sinhalese bre-
theren and sisters to exist
as during the days of yore.
This would avert war and

“a bloody revolution. Once

granted, your name will be
perpetuated in the annals
of Sri Lankan history.”

Al Grows in

Stature

Amnesty International’s
1984 report presents docu-
mented facts on political

imprisonment, torture and
executions around the
world.

“The ‘new ‘edition of the

annual report reflects the |

growth of the human- rights
movement as a whole and
the increased exposure of
such' abuses, despite efforts

by many - governments: to

suppress the facts.

The - report, with entries
on 117 -countries, - shows
that human rights violations
and the struggle against
them—are not limited to
any particular ideological or
political system

It also reflects the growth
of Amnesty International
into a voluntary movement
with over 500,000 members
and subscribers in - more
than 150 countrles . 9

On 1984 it Worked on
behalf of more-than 5,000
individuals who were either
known or ‘possiblé‘prisoners
of conscience, mounted urg-
ent appeals to protect other
prisoners under’ threat and
campaigned for  national
and international safeguards

~ Copies of the report may
be obtdined from AMNES-
TY  INTERNATIONAL
PUBLICATIONS, 1 Easton
Street. London WCIX 8DJ.
United Kingdom.
AMNESTY  INTERNA-
TIONAL SOUTH ASIA
PUBLICATIONS SERVICE

82. Rosmead Place, Col-
ombo ‘7, Sri Lanka.

Army men on the spree
in Jaffna town just after
noon yesterday shot dead

three people and assaulted
'a doctor.

The names of those killed
don’t matter because such
killings are routine stuff in
the North now.

But the assault on Dr. V.

Sivagnanavel  orthopeadic
surgeon at the Jaffna
Hospital, was a serious
matter.

ARMY MEN
THE PROWL

ON

He was cycling back to
hospital when he was stop-
ped by some men in khaki
uniform and despite identi-
fying himself subjected to
harassment.

Immediately after  this
incident, doctors and other
staff at the hospital staged
a walk-out.

Only a personal apology
by Brigadier Nalin Sencvi-
ratne, Co-ordinating Officer
of the North, save what
could have been a = serious
situation

News

A land mine is’ reported
to havekilled 8 policemen at
Kalawanchikudy on18-12-84
In the reprisals at least
38 civilians are reported
killed.

A 32 year old, MYlvaga-
nam Ramanathan, was sta-
ted to have been pushed off

the train on 19-12-84 by
‘persons in civil’ between
Paranthan and Kilinochchi.
He has been admitted to
Hospital.

A ccurfew’ was declared
at Wellawatte on 19-12-84
with'a view to curtail the

movement of people.

Briefs

AtPulimoddai on 19-12-84,
2 members of the security
forces are reported to have

‘been killed by a land-mine,

In the ensuing’ ‘shoot-out’
4 “terrorists’ were reported
killed.

Army volunteers are rep-
orted to have been summon-
ed to safeguard public build-
ings, in Colombo, apart
from Gurkha - -mercenaries.

At Padaviya on 19-12-84

four army personnel, includ-

ing 2 officers have been
allegedly killed by a land-
mine. In’ counter-operations
4 terrorists are«stated to
have been killed.
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~ Starvation

in North:

Fresh Exodus to India

Nearly 100,000 people in
the North are on the verge
of starvation as a result of
the enforcement of the new
Emergency Regulations
declaring ceortain areas as

“Prohibited  Zones” and
“Security Zones” .
The majority of the

affected people are fisher-
men and their families who
‘had been living in the coas-
tal areas. '

Others include  people
engaged in ancillary  ser-
vices such as fish sales and
the making of dried fish.

Boat-loads of  affected
people have begun to leave
for South India in the hope
that they would be able to
earn a living there.

This is going to compli-
cate the National Question
and become a new irritant
in Indo-Sri Lanka relations

In addition, thousands
of other people in the
North are finding it in-
ereasingly difficult to exist

ment but also contributes

to the disruption of essen-

tial supplies.

Food and fuel stocks are
fast running out, agricul-
tural production is slowing
down and fish has become
a luxury.

Public transport has also
become a problem, to add
to which trains from
Colombo now stop at Kili-
nochchi, which is 50 miles
from Jaffna, after the
mysterious blowing up of
a railway bridge on Ist
January. ‘

With the Colombo-based
newspapers ignoring  or
playing down the tragic
situation in the North, the
leaderless Tamil people
have no one to espouse
their cause or to appeal
to—except the Gods.

But if the Government
believes that it can® starve
the Tamil people into sub-
mission it will be in for a
rude shock. If at all, the
Government’s ~ attitude is
only strengthening  the
determination of larger

because  the Emergency numbers of people to think
Regulations not only se- in terms of a separate
verely restrict their move- existence.

HOTEL GNANAMS 'F

WELL—WISHERS
CUSTOMERS
VERY HAPPY X'MAS

NEW YEAR.
Jaffna.

GNANAMS PHOTOGRAPHERS
JOINTLY GREETS ITS

AND BRIGHT PROSPEROUS

Tele: 23067.

BISHOP’S APPEAL - 1

At the time of geing to
press the to police officers
reportedly kidnapped by a
organisation styled ‘“‘Move-
ment’> have still not been
released, the authorities say.

This is the text of a press
release by the Rt. Rev. B.
Deogupillai, Bishop of
Jaffna, in this conmection:

The following Police
officers, Mr. S. S. Joseph,
Senior D.I.G. (Administ-
ration), Mr. R. Sundara-
lingam, Senior DIG Ranges
Mr. Tyrrel Gunatilleke
D.I.G. Nerthern  Range,
and Mr. M. Panghalingam,
Government  Agent  of
Jaffna met me on 26th
December in  connection
with the following letter,
dated 25th  December,
addressed to Mr. Sundara-
lingam: '

“The police -officers,
Mr. Terrence de Silvg and
Mr. J. A. R. Nanayakara
who had been abducted by

us on 2Ist December are
under our custody safe and
sound. To show you
that both of them are alive
we are sending you a video-
cassette. - If you want both
of them back you will have
to pay us a ransom of Rs.

“If the Sri Lanka Gov-

ernment wants  to settle
this matter secretly, you
could do it so. We won’t

contact you directly over
this matter.

“If you agree to pay us
the indicated ransom ask
the Jaffna Bishop to make
a request over the radio and
television to release them.
This is the indication that
you have agreed to pay the
ransom. We are expect-
ing your reply before 9p.m.
on 26th December. If you
fail to meet our demand,
both the police officers will
be shot dead. :

Sgd. ‘‘Movement.”’

To begin with I wish to
whoever is responsable for
having spared the lives of
Police officers Mr. Terrence
de. Silva and Mr. J. A. R.
Nanayakkara up to now.

With regard to the ran-
som referred to in the letter,
I wish to state categorically
that I have np connection
with whoever has been res-
ponsible for the kidnapping
and for the ransom demand.
ed.

Therefore, this message
should not in any way be
construed as acceptance on
the part of the Government
to pay the ransom demanded

Having made this quite
clear, since we are in the
season of Christmas, both
from the Christian point
of view and on humani-
tarian grounds I earnestly
appeal for the uncondi-
tional release of the two
above mentioned = officers.

See also Page 7

Fr. Singarayer’s Trial

The trial of Fr. Singara-
yer and Fr. Sinnarasa
under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. was begun
at the High Court of
Colombo, Before Mr. H.

W. Senanayake on Ist.
January.
Senior State Counsel,

Mr. C. R. de Silva in his
opening address said that
the two accused  were
charged with having reason
to believe that Prabhakaran
and another had participat-
ed in the bank robbery at
Neerveli, failed to divulge
that information to  the
police and also failed to
divulge the  whereabouts
of Mr. Prabhakaran and
others.

Mr. de Silva said that
Fr. Singarayer was -a
Catholic priest. belonging
to the O.M.L. order. He
was ordained in 1973 and
had taken the vows of po-
verty. Fr. Sinnarasa was
ordained in 1980 and was
a close friend of Fr. Singa-
rayer.

The entire  indictment
centred round a robber
which took place at Neer-
veli on 25th March, 1981.
On that day Rs. 8.1 million
belonging to the People’s
Bank was being transport-
ed when at Neerveli the
robbery took place and the
money was removed. The

involvement of the two
accused arose  after the
robbery. Both of them

facilitated in the disposal
of the Neerveli loot know-
ing that those monies were
part of the Neerveli robbery
he said.

Mr. Silva, with Mr.
Mohan Peiris, State Coun=
sel, and Mrs. Jdyasinghe
Tillekeratne, State Counsel,
appeared for the prosecu-
tion. Mr. Bala Tampoe
with Mr. G. Kumaralingam
Mr. I. F. Xavier and Mr.
K. S. Ratnavale appeared
for Fr. Singaryer. Fr.
Sinnarasa, who is being
tried in absentia was not
represented. :

A detailed report of the
trial will appear in our
next issue.

Printed and published by New Era Publications Ltd.,

118, Fourth Cross Street, Jaffna, on

5ht January 1985.

Registered as a newspaper at the General Post Office, Sri

Lanka under QJ 101.

SPECIAL
ISSUE

If Jaffna remains ““nor-
mal’’ as of now, we pro—
pose to publish a special
issue of the SATURDAY-
REVIEW on 26th Jan-
uary 1985 to mark our
third anmiversary of pub-
lication.

Readers’ contributions
to this special issue are
welcome. These should
reach us by 15th Jamuary
the latest. Please Kkeep
the contributions down to
200 words to enable us to
accommodate as many of
these as possible.

Advertisers who wish to
book space in the special
issue are advised to cont-
act the Advertisement
Manager early.
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