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LSSP General Secretary Bernard
Soysa’s article, reproduced in our
8th March issue from the CHRIS-
TIAN WORKER, should open the
eyes of those in the South who
believe that it is the Tami! militant
groups who are standing in the
way of a negotiated settlement of
the ethnic problem. He met re-
presentatives of the five main gromps
in Madras recently.

{BAccording to him, ‘“Those who
were at the discussions said that
tbey had no desire to fight the
Sinhala people or any other com-
munity. They wanted to live in
peace with all in the Island. It
their earmest desire that
the present struggle should not
be converted into a ‘‘civil war bet-
ween the Sinhalese and the Tamils.”

«] said that the present course of
events had led to an intensification
of communal hatred on every side.
I stated that the reiteration of the
demand for a separate state of
Eelam roused communal hatred
among all others and principally
among the Siohala people.”’

«“They replied by saying that the
fact that they went to Thimpu and
participated in the discussions there,
both formal and informal, and even
more, the fact that they had now con-
sented to the TULF’s formulating
propositions and negotiating meant
that the ENLF is prepared for
a negotiated settlement.  There
were those who had some hope
while there were also those who
had no hepe.”’ ,

The groups were reiterating what
they had told the Editor of the
SATURDAY REVIEW in Madras
in December 1984. Their views
were promptly conveyed to the
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There was

In a sequel,

and four injured

Government. That was 15 months
ago!

So many lives lost since then:
so much destruction caased; so

much human misery.

All the communities are suffer-
ing; mot the Tamil community
alone.

Where is all this going
In civil wai?

In the meantime, the national
economy is sliding downhill fast.

The precariousuess of the econo-
mic situation has been underscored

to end?

by Finance Minister Ronnie de
Mel in a number of his recent
speeches.

* Qwing to the heavy defence

expenditure — Rs. 6.5 billion a
year — there will be no money for
new development projects.

* Fven existing projects may
have to be curtailed or abandoned.

* Apd there is increasing resist-
ance from among domor countries
to request for more aid - because

they find that much of the money
is misused.

The Government has so far been
uble to contain the simmering dis-
content in the South through re-
sort to repressive laws. and even
thuggery.

But there is a time when even a
worm will turn.

The Philippines scenario should
be a warning to the Government !

We arge the Government to
stop the India — baiting and in-
stead use New Delhi’s good offices
to bring an end to the ethmic con-
flict.

With this problem out of the
way, there will be no limit to
the heights that Sri Lanka could
achieve. v

We would like to remind the
Government what  Indian Prime
Miuister Rajiv  Gandhi told the
Lok Sabha recently.

Refuting as ‘baseless’ the Govern-
ment charge of Indian ‘involvement’
in Sri Lanka’s ethnic problem, he
said “‘India bad only tried to help
evolve a negotiated political settle-
ment. We wanted Sri Lanka to do
more than just profess its faith in 2
political solation. There shouid be
concrete action in this direction. ™

Kandy Road in which 7 police commandos
portedly injured. In retaliarion the - following
shot dead-Mrs. Gnaneswary Maheswaran (43) 2 mother
of 7children, a dry fish vendor-Manickkam Thurairajah,
Sathasivam Kamalavathi (22) of Pandarikulam, Go-
vindan, & vegetable seller and a

toe Colombo-bound Yarl Devi
set on fire on the 25 th of March at Omanthai by a
group of unknown persons. In an another
Kiththulootru in Trincomalee three soldicrs were killed

BLASTS CONTINUE

iandméne Blast on the Vavuniva-
7 Wwere yo-
were

“TyE e »d e oy
one legged beggar.

was
blast at

on the same day.

BOY S HAVE FAMS?

The current issue of the presti-
gious, London-based International
Institute for Strategic Stadies’ (IISS)
military balance for 1985/°86 says
Sri Lankan Tamil militants are
armed with Soviet-made surface-
to-air missiles (SAM).

BOMBERS
GROUNDED

The Government decided on
Monday (24th March) not to re-
sume aerial bombardment in the
North and East.

Air strikes were suspended for
a week from 15th March.

The National Security Council

which met on Monday to review

the situation, recommended the
continued suspension of aerial bo-
mbing. :

D ANIEL
PASSES AWAY

One of the Tamil pioneers of
‘the Socialist Realism’ school of
writing in Sri Lanka, K. Daniel,
passed away on Sunday (23rd
March) in Tanjavoor, South India,

where  he had gonec for medical
treatmen$. The remains were in-

terred there on 24th Monday,

Daniel, a novelist and short-
story writer, won (he Sahithiya
Academy prize twice.

Lo

This issue was printed on Wednes-
day due to press holidays.

AIDMK, COMMUNISTS KEEP MUM
GET TOUGH WITH LANKA, INDIAN MPsr URGE

Representatives of nine opposition
groups have accused the Indian Go-
vernment of pursming a vacillating
policy towards the ethnic problem
in Sri Lanka.

They have urged the Government
to comsider ecomomic measures aga-
inst Sri Lanka, to shed its role of
a mediator and te identify itself
with the Tamils in the island.

" Mr. Nedumaran, who had brou-
ght video recordings from strife-
torn areas of Sri Lanka, said he
had been waiting since October for
the Prime

_servations and the

Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi.

He contended that if recognition
could be given to SWAPO and thz
PLO, the same status could be
extended to the Tamil Eelam mo-
vement. :

The two communist parties and
the AITADMK are not signatories
to the joint statement. Mr. Gopala-
swami explained that while the CPI
jeaders were all away for their
party congress, the CPM had re-
ATADMK was
not willing to criticise the Centre.

According to Mr. Gopalaswami,
no issae had aroused so much pas-

sion in Tamil Naduas the plight
of the Tamils in Sri Lanka. This
was reflected in the local body
elections, he said.

The statement was signed by
Mr. M. S. Gurupadasamy (Janata),
Mr. L. K. Advani (BJP), Mr. P,
Unnikrishnan (Cong. S), Mr. Vee-
rendra Varma (Lok Dal), Mr.
Murasoli Maran (DMK), Mr G. M.
Banatwalla (Muslim League), Mr.
P. Upendra (Telugn Desam, Mr.
P. Nedumaran (Tamit Nadu) Con-
gress (K) and Mr. Gulam Rasool
Mato (National Coaference).

T

~  Release ALL Political detenus in Sri Lanka jails
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 S. KATHIRAVETPILLAI
' REMEMBERED '

: WThe fifth death anniversary of
Mr. S. Kathiravetpillai, M. P..
falls on 31st March.

During a lifespan stretching from .
October 1924 to 3ist March 1981," {:

Kathiravetpillai was known as &
philosopher,  scholar,  eminent
lawyer and a Member of Parli-
ament who took his constituency
seriously — an outmoded concept.
Everyone who knew him pri-
vately remembers him as an im-
mensely compassionate man of
few words. A charming aspect
of his character was his humility
in the face of his suaperior
intellect. He was patient with all
comers and I do not think he
would have used the word ‘fool’
on a person even in private. If he
became angry, it was in the facs
of perceived dishonesty and im-
morality.

The public importance of Kathi-
ravetpillai stems from the fact
that he was a leading member of the
TULF whilst it was playing its
most crucial public role in the
late 70’s, and could then have
been called its leading intellectual.
In a pamphlet Co-existence; Not
Confrontation he wrote: Ceylon,
now Sri Lanka, is the island
home of two nations — the Sin-
halese and the Tamils. They di-
ffer from each other by history,
territory, language, religion, cul-
ture and traditions. This is the
indisputable fact of over 2500 years
of Ceylon’s history. The Tamils
have come to realise that their
sright to life, liberty and pursuit of
happiness’ now depends on the re-
storation and reconstruction of the
Tamil state of Eelam in Ceylon.”

The first contention is the or-
thodox  history of Kathiravet-

suceinct statement

piliai’s day, born in the neat of
the age of nationalisms, but, would
be disputed by scholars of  inte-
.grity today. - The second is a
of the Tamils’
state of despair.~ The proposed
solution which M;r. Kathiravet-
pillai expounded to Sinhalese audi-
ences on many occasions was
neither racist nor lunatic as un-
comprehending persons have tried
to make out, In my several con-
versations with him, I had come to
know that his point of view was well

thought out and born of com-
passion and a full understanding
of the Sinbalese point of view. It
would have met many of Jehan
Perera’s arguments. In compari-
son to the amount of bloodshed
since his death and the conse-
quent discrediting of the Sri Lan-
kan national entity — an eminent
Sinhalese who was in Hong Kong
during the naval bombardment of
valvettiturai in August 1984, re-
marked in shock, ‘we may as well
concede Eelam’ — the practicalities
of Mr. Kathiravetpillai’s solution
would have seemed small. I can
1acall his telling a Sinhalese audi-
ence, ‘you complain about too

many Univeisity places for'the

. Tamils, and you complain & about

the misappropriation of the lands
of Kandyan peasants by our . erst-
while colonial masters and the con-
sequent influx of Indian Tamils.
We accept these grievances. If we
agree to live separately all these
will be sorted out. If you will
let the upcountry Tamils move to
the Northern and Eastern provin-
ces, the problem of landless Kan-
dyan peasantry will be solved. That
will also remove the issues of
colonisation and statelessmess, and
we can live happily and separately
as friends.

Kathiravetpillai believed in non-
violence and even on his last
mission believed that separation
can be achieved by mnon-violent
political means. He believed in
the moral sirength of his cause
and would not compromise. For
this he believed would weaken the
cause and he believed implicitly
that no government in Colombo
can be sincere. Instead of meet-
ing his arguments by rational and
genuine decentralisation the govern-
ment has now resorted to bomb-
ing and shelling the Tamil civilian
population. With Tamil peasants
being killed every day by the secu-
rity forces thelaw, the principal
arm of the state, has ceased to have
any meaning. The Sri Lankan
state has been discredited by its
principal defenders. For the Tamils,
itis a struggle for life and dig-
nity — sometimes in the face of
even fratricidal strife engendered
by an extreme situation. What we
lack profoundly is Kathiravet-
pillai’s stout reassurance.

Rajan Hoole

EASTER'S MESSAGE OF HOPE

Many, many years ago, one sad
Sunday morning, a few forlora
women came to the tomb where
the deud body of Jesus Christ was
laid. They had come to embalm
the body with spices they had
prepared. But they found the tomb
opened and the body of Christ
missing. As they stood there, per-
plexed, two angels appeared to
them and said, “Why seek ye the
living among the dead? He is not
here but is risen, remember how
he spake unto you when he was
vet in Galilee saying, ‘The Son of
Man must be delivered into the
hands of sinful men and be cru-
cified and the third day rise again’.”
(Luke 24:5-7). This message brings
hope to oppressed people all over
the world.

Jesus did good to the people.
He_was a_lover of the common

e - i @l e et

man. He lived among the poor,
Joved them and served them. His
jealous, religious, self - righteous
enemies condemned Him and com-
mitted Him into the bands of the
ruling Romans who mercilessly
tortured Him and then crucified
Him. He was laid in a tomb and
just as He had promised, He rose
again from the grave, on the third
day.

This has a message for Sri La-
nka too! Jesus said, “I am the
Way, The TRUTH and the Life”
(John14:6). The people in power
can try to torture and kill ‘TRUTH’
and bury it, but one day it will
come out again, ‘‘Lies die and are
buried and they remain buried,
but TRUTH will rise again.” His-
tory has proved it time and again.
We can be sure that it will happen
here in Sri Lanka too.

— Anton Ravindran

e -

PAK -LANKA

Military Ties
Worry India

India is deeply concerned about
the growing military links between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, according
to a Reuter report from New De-
lhi, which quotes a government
report.

According to the government

‘report, “The growing military nexus

between Pakistan and Sri Lanka
is being viewed with some concern.”

The government report did not
give details of these links but said
India was also ‘seriously concerned’
by reports that Israeli intelligence
units am}i British security experts
are helping Sri Lanka.

é
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TAMIL FEARS AND ASPIRA-
TIONS: MR. M. SIVASITHAM -
PARAM, PRESIDENT TAMIL
UNITED LIBERATION FRONT:

Tamils have genuine fears, hence
they have demands. History has
been prostituted by Sinhalese scho-
lars, even men like Prof. K. M. de
Silva retracting statements he had
made previously. When Ponnam-
palam asked for 50—50 representat-
ion, what he asked for was balan-
ced representation. Trouble started
when Britain began sharing power
with the Sinhalese. The conflict is
political and racial, not religious.
You wanted to make Tamils second
class citizens. This is substantiated
by a number of events (i) Sinhala
Flag was made the national flag.
The 1972 Constitution put in 4
bodhi leaves, to make ita Sinhala/

OXFORD UNION SEMINAR

AN ISIAND IN TURMOIL — 2

Buddhist lion Flag. (ii) Over 1
million plantation workers disenfr-
anchised, to reduce the power of
Tamils (in 1947 they sent in 7 me-

mbers to Parliament, in 1977 Tho-

ndaman was the only elected rep-
resentative) (iii) Education. In 1969
merit system. In 1974 the Tamils
allowed in were drastically cut (Fi-
gures from C.R.D. Silva quoted).
UNP promised rectification. In
1978 they kept their word and went
back to merit. When Tamil entrance
increased Cyril Mathew accused
the Tamil teachers were cheating:
when Tamil MPs challenged that a
public enquiry be called, nothing

was said. C. Mathew was already
a problem case in 1978, but it took
the government 7 years to find out.

‘But then the UNP introduced an-

other system, and Tamils were aga-
in barred from the University. (iv)
Employment-most  discriminating
against Tamils, especially under
J.R.Jayewardene. Even J.R. admit-
ted “Thisis the only field in which
you are right”. The President con-
ceded to discrimination against Ta-
mils. (v) Colonisation. Yes. Tamils
have houses in Colombo. My own
house was burnt, with the Buddha
statue I had. But the houses were
bought with hard earned money,

not with government funds. From
1946-81, there has been an 8 fold
increase in Sinhalese in the Eastern
province. Hence a separate seat
was allocated for a Sinhalese. Sin-
halese are welcome to come to the
Northern and Eastern provinces,
but buy the land with your money.
Do not send the criminal lot under
State rehabilitation programs. When
we asked for our rights, you atta-
cked us. In 1956 we asked for our
language rights, you beat up the
volunteers in front of ‘Parliament
in Galle Face. Killed political pr-
isoners-Day }:38. Day 2:17 people
killed. In Badulla in 1983 a whole
family with seven children, you
burnt to death. Army atrocities—
800 villages destroyed in  Trinco-
malee. You raised no voice in

(Continued on page 7)

Sinhala Colonisation Is No Solution

The text of a pamphlet issued
by the Movement for Inter-racial
Justice and Equality (MIRJE):

The settlement of peasants, on dry
zone lands brought under irriga-
tion, has been one of the key ele-
ments in policies for agricultural
development followed by successive
Governments in Sri Lanka since
the 1930s. The State has under-
taken the construction of the irriga-
tion works, the clearing of land,
the selection of allottees to occupy
the land and the construction of
basic housing and other amenities.
Upto about 1981, 488,000 peasant
families have been settled in over
a million acres. More families have
been settled since then in the areas
brought under irrigatior by the
Mahaweli project.

SAFETY VALVE

State-aided land settlement on

- this scale was essentially a strategy

of the extension and preservation
of peasant production. Its motiva-
tion was the politically conceived
need of the ruling elite to placate
an impoverished peasantry who
were suffering from a scarcity of
arable 1#2d and the lack of employ-
ment Op pdrtunities in other sectors;
it was thus firmly rooted in the
context of electoral politics based
on universal franchise. It also had
the advantage of pressrving tradi-
tional agrarian relationships in
other parts of the country by
relieving peasant pressure.

This process acquired ethnic over-
tones with the expansion of such
colonisation schemes into  areas
that had been traditionally occu-
pied by Tamil people since the
greater number of selected allottees
wére Sinhala. The yractice was
defended .. on . the

ground ‘that

(1) the expenditure came from the
National budget & benefits should
therefore be shared among all citi-
zens and (2) there were not enough
Tamil peasants to take up all
the available lands. :

The implications of such settle-
ments for ethnic relations in the
country were recognised by the
political leaders of the Sinhala
and Tamil people. The demo-
graphy of the predominantly Tamil

areas, particularly in the Batti-
caloa, Trincomalee, Vavuniya,
and Mullaitiva Districts was
being slowly changed putting
into jeopardy the ability of
the Tamil people to reproduce

themselves as an ethnic group
with g linguistic and cultaral ident-
ity of their own.

This was one of the main grie-
vances expressed at the convent-
ion of the Federal Party in 1956: it
called for “‘the immediate cessation
of the colonisation of the traditional
Tamil speaking areas with Sinhalese
people’. Since then land settle-
ment has been one of the main
areas of ethnic tension.

The importance of this issue was
recognised in the Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam pact of July 1957
it was agreed that in the matter
of colonisation schemes the powers
of the regional council shall include
the power to select allottees to
whom lands within the area of
authority shall be allocated and
also power to select personnel to
be employed for work on such
schemes™. The alienation of lands
under the Gal-oya schems was ho-
wever left undefined.

il

The lack of any agreed proced-

kam pact

pact and the continuing settlement
of such peasants in these areas
made the problem more acute. It
is this recognition that underlay
the more specific provisions of the
aborted Senanayake—Chelvanaya-
of March 1965: ““Mr.
Senanayake further agreed that in
the granting of land under coloni-
sation schemes, the following pri-
orities will be observed in the Nor-

thern and Eastern Provinces: (a)

first, the landless persons in the
District. (b) second, to Tamil spea-
king persons resident in the Nor-
thern and Eastern Provinces. (c)
third, to other citizens of Ceylon,
preference being given to Tamil
residents in the rest of the island.”

This formulation makes it quite
clear that the intent was to prevent
changes in the demographic com-
position of the areas inhabited by
Tamil speaking people. However
the settlement of Sinhala people
in these areas continued and it
is difficult to avoid the conclu-
sion that it was a policy of politi-
cal aggrandisement consciously
and deliberately adopted by the
Sinhala political leaders.

The present proposals of the
Government to settle 250,000 Sin-
hala peasants in the Northern and
Eastern areas is a more naked
continuation of previous policies
and is designed to alter for good
the population mix in these areas,
to dilute the political power of
the Tamil people through a dilu-
tion of their electoral bases and
fo deny them the territorial basis
of their separate identity.

AUXILIARIES

-

The further proposals 1o give

ure for the colonisation of such . these settlets training in weagonev

lands ‘after the collapse, of the B-C

and fo arm them is an indication

that they are also being thought of.
as auxiliaries to the Security Forces .
in their war against the armed
separatists. The move  should
therefore be seen as one of ethnic
confrontation in line with recent
statement about the ‘border’. It is
only in this context that the Tamil
people will perceive the proposal.

Thus it can be concluded that
this proposal is an integral part .
of the solution to the ethnic pro-
blem being now pursued by  this
Government: the suppression of
the armed separatists and of the
Tamil people by military force and
the subsequent installation of
systems of local Government for
areas of mixed ethnicity. Recent pro-
posals'to take under State protectioh
and care Buddhist places of wor-
ship in the Northern and Eastern
areas and to redefine some district
boundaries should also be seen as
part of this strategy.  All this
amounts to a denial of Tamil eth-
nicity.

In calling for a political solution
that encompasses a genuine de-
volution of power to the Tami
pecple, we have expressed our
opposition to a military solutior.
We now wish to-express our total
opposition to the proposals for the
State — sponsored and State —
aided  settlement of  Sinhala
people in the predominantly Tamil
areas. We .believe that this will
only exacerbate the tensions bet-
ween the two peoples and increase
the propensity for violent clashes.
It will postpone the day when
the two peoples can live together
in ‘a harmonious relatioaship.

We call upon the Govern nent
to drop this proposal and to pro-
ceed forthwith tc work out with
the representatives of thc Tamil
people a political solutien  that
recognises their territorial, lingu-
stic and cultural identity.
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A couple of references to my
Emergency 58 in the New Lankan
Review evoked some reflections
about its writing and publication
which I thought might interest you
and your readers. It was not
written as some supposed, to offer
a solution to the problem of the
«‘race riots’> of a quarter of a
century ago. Nor to earn some
extra money which, to every ven-
dor of words, is a proper motive.
It was a journalist’s protest at
being prevented by censorship from
reporting the terrible events of
that time and a way of refusing to
be thwarted by authority, com-
petent or not, from practising my
trade. But, of course, like every-
one else I had a “solution’ to the
problem, The exacerbating issue in
those riots was language—not eth-
nicity or territoriality—and my so-
lution was that the Sinhalese and
Tamil people should realise that
language was “only” a means of
communication (pass the seeni-
sambal, how much is a half pound
of jadi?, which way to the Income
Tax department ?, et cetera) and no-
thing more. Ergo, it was absurd to
quarrel over a means of commu-
nication because the result was dis-
communication between people
who had lived side by side for
more than 2000 years. .

1 thought that it was absurd for
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike,
then Prime Minister, to insist on
all Ceylonese using Sinhala only
even on their motor car regist-
ration plates, and equally absurd
for the proponents of Tamil also
to poke him in the eye by using
the Tamil “Sri” on their number
plates. My “solution”was that we
should all recognise that language
was a means and not an end.

It took me a long time to rea-
lise that I was wrong. Report-
ing “race” conflicts later in many
parts of the world and the
role of languagein them, I reali-
sed that language is not omnlya
practical mechanism of communi-
cation but also the repository of
people’s culture, the idiom and,
often, the substance of their dreams
and the incessant traffic of their
minds. We think in words; there-
fore, we live in words. The way
we use words tells who we are.
1t is language which separates us
from animals. That is why we
like to believe that dolphins are
‘human’ when we discover cohe-
rent patterns in the sounds they
make. In the beginning and in
the middle and at the end is the
word.

Sir Oliver Goonetilleke (then
Governor - General), like  most
clever people, wanted to have it
both ‘ways; to censor the news of
the riots and not to be respon-
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~All Censorship

sible for doing it. = He wanted us
editors to be our own censofs.
But he, as Competent Authority,
would retain the ultimate right to
judge if we had gone too far or
not. He made it sound like a
gift of trust. We editors, Sin-
halese as well as Tamils, were,
after all, patriots who could be
relied upon to do the right thing,
couldn’t we? But mind you, accord-
ing to his lights. 1 said no thank
you. He asked why not. Before
I responded, someone else—I don’t
recall who (it may have been Tori
de Souza) — said it was like
giving him a knife to cut the
news or cut his own throat. I
said all censorship was anathema
to a journalist. 1 was full of such
certitudes in those days. Even as
I said this, a thought flickered in
my mind: but, surely, a sort of
self-censorship goes on all the time
in our subconscious as we edit

be higher than you th-th-th-th-
think,”

We played the uneasy game for
a week or two. The dreadful news
everywhere was fanned into de-
vouring flames by rumour. The
Hindu priest at the Panadura Ko-
vil was burnt alive. The Buddha
image at a shrine in Delft had heen
decapitated and hammered into
rubble. If that news had got out
the language riots would have
turned into a religious war. Sir
Oliver ordered the Embassy in
Rangoon to send Algy de Silva, one
of the senior secretaries there, with
a Burmese substitute and had it
placed in Delft without the public
krnowing it. The police in Colom-
bo stood by and watched as Tamils
were abused, beaten up and mur-
dered and their homes and shops
looted and burnt. And my type-
writer which had clattered and cat-

A TIME OF
EMERGENCY

TARZIE VITTACHI'S
OBSERVATIONS AT

FROM THE NEW LANKAN REVIEW (1983)

copy? Isn’t that what wecall res-
ponsible journalism and pro-
fessionalism® Wasn’t it what had
promoted me to play down the
Prime Minister’s reckless identifi-
cation of the victim of a murder
in Batticaloa, as a Sinhalese in a
predominantly Tamil area, so of
judging what and how much my
readers should know? So why
this posturing about censorship?
The answer I gave myself was
that we journalists were more com-
petent to make that judgement
than a Competent Authority. Then
why not accept the responsibility
Sir Oliver was offering?

Clarity came like the angel of
mercy in the nick of time. It was
not a question of competence, but
of authority. Isaid I would not
accept responsibility without autho-
rity. If the government retained
final authority to judge the approp-
riateness of what we printed, the
government should be responsible
for the decision, and I would abide
by the rules, under protest, as long
as I thought they were fair. When I
felt the rules were unfair I would
flout them and pay the price. Sir
Oliver, smiling like a benign Beel-
zebub said: *‘the p-p-p-price may

called and thundered at a thousand
lesser events, was silent.

One day, I heard people shout-
ing on the street below my office.
I saw a woman, a Tamil by her
clothes and ear-rings dripping from
overstretched lobes, roundly pre-
gnant, trotting grotesquely down
the street as three or four young
Sinhalese boys with their sarongs
hiked high, took flying kicks at her
belly. A truck-load of policemen sat
by, the men laughing at the boys’
antics. My world went electric-
white and I heard myself thum-
ping on Esmond Wickremasinghe’s
desk screaming -I'm getting the
bell out of here”. He understood
my rage because he knew, I think,
that nothing was real to me until
I wrote it and saw it in print. At
home I hammered away at my
old Remington, the rage and the

sense of outrage keeping high. I'd -

never known that a man’s rage
could be sustained at that pitch
for three and a half weeks. Iwrote
without stopping except for toilet
and occasionally to call the office
to check a fact. My two-fingered
skill with the machine could scar-
cely keep up with the words boiling
out of my head like lava stones.

s

When it was done, in the same
clothes Thad been in since I had stor-
med out of Lake House, bearded,
filthy,I went to London. A friend lent
me a top coat against the cold and I
hawked the typescript around the
publishing houses. They were start-
led by my unkempt looks but caught
the fever of the words in my book
and said “We will put it on our
Autumn List. our Christmas list..”.
And I barked ‘“Next’ Autumn?’My
country is burning now and you
will publish in the Autumn? At
last, I found my man. Andre
Deutsch knew my need. He himself
was a refugee from Hungary and
had experienced the brutality of
people behaving insanely, inhu-
manly, to bring about a more hu-
mane society. Andre said “I’ll
give it to you in three weeks. But
you will be in trouble back home.
Let me use a nomede-plume”. I
shouted at him “What the hell do
you mean? Thisis me. ~ This is
what Iam. I will not hide under
a pen name.” And he said, very
gently “I’m thiaking not of you
but of your wife and children.
Askher if I'm to use your own
name or not. Send me a telegram
saying yes or no”. At home 1
told her of Andre’s suggestion and,
gharacteristically, clearly, unhesitat-
ingly she said “Aaah? You write a
book and put some other name
on it? That is very funny.” So
I cabled “yes” and waited for
the sky to fall on me.

The wire services carried the
news of the publication and the
Press notices in London. Mr. Ban-
daranaike banned the book-just by
ordering the Customs not to let it
in, Mr. C. Suntheralingam a re-
vered teacher, then an M.P., told
the Prime Minister that if the
book was not released he would
read it from cover to cover on
the floor of the House, and jnto
Hansard.

The Prime Minister raved against
me. He said he wished there were
editors in Ceylon like the editor
of the Manchester Guardian and
the Spectator — the papers he had
been weaned on in England. That
same day the Guardian reviewed
the book: “Scrupulously impartial”
and the Spectator denounced the
government’s handling of the com.
munal violence in its notice of
Emergency ’58.

Our family was torn. My wife’s
father, M. W. H. de Silva was
Minister of Justice and a senior

»
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Cabinet Minister. In the book I
had criticised his Ministry and
challenged its facts about the Kkill-
ings. He came home the day the
Prime Minister attacked the book
in Parliament. He played with our
little son, teased me as Sinhala
parents do: “What is this, man?
These children are so thin. Don’t
you feed them enough?”’ And as
he left, he chucked our daughter
under her chin and remarked:
“So Putha, I suppose you too
will write books when you grow
up.” . That was the only reference
to the storm of which I was the
centre,

Mr. Bandaranaike was set on
suing me for criminal libel. Tt
was item one on the Cabinet
agenda one morning. The Minis-
ter of Justice felt that his pre-
sence would embarrass his colle-
agues and decided to be half an
hour late so that they could come
to a decision to sue his son-in law.
When he arrived, there was such a
deafening silence that he realised
at once what had happened. The
Prime Minister bad said it was un-
fair to discuss the ' item behind

the - - Justice Minister’s back
and put it off for later. Mu-
tual courtesy had a place

in public life in those days. My
father-in-law said ‘Well, go ahead
and sue him! and advised them
on the law. Some, like Mr. Stanley
de Zoysa who had often been pil-
loried in my column, were jubilant
that they had got me. Others like
Mr. Philip Gunawardena, who was
no friend of mine, could sense my
father-in-law’s feelings as a man
and advised dropping the idea.
The Prime Minister asked the
Minister of Justice for his advice.
He said ‘You can sue him.
But he will plead public interest
and the courts will uphold him.”
That ended that.

But Emergency ’58 remained
under a ban. It went into 4 editions
in five months.

There were questions raised
about the ethics involved in my
exposing abroad the problems of
my country by having the book
published in London. That touched
me on the raw Had [ been treach-
erous to avoid domestic censorship
and vent my frustration as a journa-
list and my rage as a man by
publishing in foreign lands? Was
1 bound to leave n'y country’s
dirty linen hidden under the secre-
tive lid of emergency regulations
to. prevent alien eyes seeing us for
what we were? 1 knew that omne

-were in

of my directors for whom I had
some quiet respect, thought 1 had
unfairly given people the impression
that ‘cur people’ - the Sinhalese -
were brutes. I couldn’t see that at
all. Our people in my heart
and mind, were ail the Ceylonese-
Sinhalese, Tamils, Moors, Arabs
and Burghers. [ wrestled with
these questions for many months.
I refused to appease my mind with
familiar fat shibboleths such as
“A journalist’s job is to hold up
a mirror to reality, et cetera, etce-
tera’ the glib self-serving claptrap
of the Beaverbrooks, the Kemsleys
and the International Press Insti-
tute’s editors who pretended they
virtuous  pursuit of
objectivity. 1 was not being ‘‘ob-
jective”” — consciously or unconsci-
ously when I wrote Emergency’ S8,
I was angry as I had never been
before or since. As I said in the
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Abhorren

vate number. He picked up the
phone and T asked, ‘‘Sir Oliver,
how bad is it?” He said “The w-
w-worst”.

I still had no clue what it was.
I asked “Any details yet?’ And
he said ‘A Buddhist p-p-priest has
sh-sh-shot him.” I didn’t know
who. So 1 said, ““You are in. a
hurry. I’li call you again in 15
minutes or so. Where will you be,
Sir Oliver?” He said irritably
“Rosmead P-P-P-Place, of course”
and hung up. Very little checking
was needed to confirm the story
and, we gotr the first edition out
with the bare news within the hour.

The next morning the official
bulletin announced that Mr. Ban-
daranaike, had said, “A man in
yellow robes shot me..” it was a
very dangerous statement. We al-

«]JF CENSORSHIP HAS A

HIGH PRICE TAG,

PAY IT THAT IS THE

VALUE OF THE JOB’

introduction to the book, I didn’t
know how it was possible to be
anything other than enraged when
people were being hacked to death
or bumied alive around me. And,
the only way I could do something
within my power was to write, pu-
blish and be damned if need be.
I come back to what I said to Sir
Oliver: a journalist must resist all
censorship from outside his own
head. And pay the price.

Mr. Bandaranaike’s government
was teetering on the brink of coll-
apse when he was assassinated.
But no one could possibly have
guessed that his end would come
as it did. That morning on Septe-
mber 26, 1 gave a special assign-
ment to Ranji Handy, the Chief
reporter on the Observer, She was
to interview the Inspector General
of Police about the curious failure
of the police to arrest an abscon-
ding convicted criminal who was
a close relation of a Cabinet Minj-
ster. She rushed back to the Office
from Police Headquarters and fold
me that something startling had
evidently happened but she did
not know what. The interview was
going well when the °‘phone rang

“and the IGP had said into it in

alarm: “What? How? My God!”
and rushed out with no explanation.
I asked -mysclf who: would be the
first to know if some enormity had
otcurred, I called Sir Oliver's pri-

ready knew it was a Buddhist monk
and even his ordained name, Soma-
rama. If we published the bulletin
as it was the impression would
have been crcated that it was so-
meone disguised as a bhikku. Peo-
ple might have thougiht it was a
Tamil and, worse, a Tamil Catho-
lic and all hell would have been
unleashed. We refused to let him
cry havoc and instcad published
the fact that the assassin had in-
deed been a monk.

There, again we journlists had
made a political judgement about
the publication of an item of news.
And the Prime winister’s state-
ment, especially at such a moment,

was undoubtedly news by any defi-
nition.

Were we professionally wrong?
I think not. Had we arrogated to
ourselves the right to judge what
the public should and should not
know? Yes but not unjustly. Did
we then know better than the
Prime Minister of our country
about the temper of the people?
Yes and journalists usually do.

I have since argued the case for
such journalistic restraint in times
of civil turbulence in many pro-
fessional assemblies. Most of my
American colleagues don’t go along
at all. Theonly feature of their
constitution = which they seem
to value is the First Amendment
which forbids any abridgement of
the freedom of expression. They
seem to ignore the important truth
that the First Amendment ‘was
intended to protect the Press from
infringements of their rights by the
state. Their obligation to judge
what they should or not publish in
the public interest which they are

- pledged to serve is another matter.

The British Press, on the contrary,
is more sensitive to their obliga-
tions, taking their righis much
for granted. The very existence of
a National Press Council—however
poorly it works—is an admission
that journalists do have ethical res.
ponsibilities as well as rights. The
Americans made a tentative stab at
a similar Council but soon scrap-
ped it because the big boys in the

_game would not play. When I

asked one of them, the editor of
a respected mid-western daily, to
explain why, he told me recently:
“I jes’ lerve the First Amendment”,

To return to the question of
censorship, where do we stand?
I stand by the proposition stated
at the start of these notes: all
censorship, except the sensitive and
conscientious judgement of the
professional editor, is to be ab-
horred and resisted with all one’s
might and fury. If it has a high
price tag. pay it. That is the value
of the job.

Al Launches Campaign Against

Rights Violations

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
(Al)has launched a new worldwide
campaign of pressure for an end
tp imprisonment on racial and
political grounds, torture and other
human rights abuses in South
Africa.

The movement, which numbers
over 500,000 members, supporters
and subscribers around the world,
pointéd to a dramatic escalation in
abuses over the past year. It said

In South Africa

the country’s authorities must be
made aware of the depth of feel
ing in international public opinion.

The campaign started with an
open letter to State President P.W.
Botha spelling out ten steps needed
to protect basic human rights,
Taking those steps, the letter said,
would be.evidence of a commit-
ment to end "the violations;

— Al New§ Reléase
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RESURRECTING ANNEXURE C

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

In view of Sri Lanka’s interest
in resurrecting Annexure C, I give
below extracts of a few vital clauses
of the document in order to refresh
the memory of the readers.

““Annexure C emerged after dis-
cussions in November 1983, during
J.R. Jayewardene’s visit to New
Delhi for the Commonwealth sum-
mit:*

“These proposals are in the
context of the unity and integrity
of Sri Lanka,” 1. “The Consti-
tution and other laws dealing with
the official language Sinhala and
the national language, Tamil,
be accepted and implemented as
well as similar laws dealing with
the National Flag and Anthem.”
(Clause12.) 2. ““The District Develop-
ment Councils in a Province be per-
mitted to combine into one or more
Regional Councils by Referendum
in that district,” “within each Pro-
vince.”” (Clause 1 & 2). 3. “A
national policy on land settlement
and the basis on which the
Government will undertake land
colonisation will have to be worked
out. All settlement schemes should
be based on ethnic  proportions
so as not to alter the demographic
balance subject to agreement be-
ing reached on major projects.”
(Clausell). (Note the implications
of “demographic  balance” as
against the demographic ratio of
1931 census or 1981 census). 4. ‘The
leader of the party which commands
a majority in the Regional Coun-
¢il would be formally appointed
by the President as the Chief
Minister of the Region.” (Clause 3)
5. “The President and the Parli-
ment will continue to have over-
all responsibility over all subjects
not transferred to the regions.’’
Clause 4). 6. “The legislative power
of the Region would be vested in
the Regional Councils which would
be empowered to enact laws and
exercise executive powers in rela-
tion thereto on certain specified
listed subjects including the main-
tenance of internal Law and Order
in the Region, the Administration
of Justice, Social and Economic
Development,  Cultural  matters
and Land Policy. The list of sub-
jects which will be allocated to
the Regions will be worked out

in detail.” (Clause 5). 7. “The
Regional Council will also have
the power to levy taxes, cess or

fees” and to receive ‘‘graats, al-
locations or subventions made by
the Republic.’. (Clause '6) 8. ““The
armed forces of Sri Lanka  will
adequately reflect the national eth-
nic position. In the Northern and
Eastern regions, the Police forces

for internal security will also ref-
lect the ethnie composition of
these regions.” (Clause 9). 9. “A
Port Authority under the Central
Government will be set up for
administering the Trincomalee Port
and Harbour.”” (Clause 10)

S.R. ASIRVATHAM
Thirunelvely

- CO-EXISTENCE
Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

The one prolific source of all
ills siace Independence in this cou-
ntry composed of multi-ethnic
communities, Sinhalese, Tamils,
Muslims, Burghers and others pro-

AETIERS

fessing different faiths. Buddhism,
Hinduism, Islam and Christianity
is the vaulting ambition of those
controlling the destiny of this island
nation of a heterogeneous popula-
tion to transform it into a mono-
lithic and homogeneous nation of
one race, one language and one
religion.

A recent example of this tende-
ncy has been manifested in the
attempts made in the wake of the
new citizenship law conferring
Lankan citizenship on about 94,000
Estate Labourers of Indian origin
to assimilate them lock and stock
barrel into the main Sinhala com-
munity without allowing them fo
retain their = collective identity and
mother tongue.

What is required to forge unity
in diversity is a radical all round
change of heart and consciousness
and a de-facto recognition that
this country belongs, not nomina-
lly but actually, to all its citizens
irrespective of race, creed or lan-
guage.

Dr. K. Sobramaniam

Point Pedro

THE GAP
Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW
Why are the Muslims of Sri

Lanka separated from the Tamils
even though they are linked toge-
ther on the basis of language?

‘Every neutra! citizen of SriLanka

.obviously knows; that it’s because

of South-based .newspapers and
some communal minded politicians.

Muslims speak Tamil and study
in the Tamil medium even When
they are living in pure Sinhalese
areas. As Dr. B. Mahmud said
the gap between these communi-
ties should be bridged. Last year’s
Tamil—Muslim clash was created
by some  anti—social elements.
Later the Muslim people learnt
the truth. So Tamils or Muslims
should not be provoked by such
elements and a good, cordial re-
lationship must be cultivated.

Erlalai C. M.

&

.
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SHIFTING SANDS

Editor :
SATURDAY REVIEW

A Government built on false-
hoods and violence cannot survive
long.

Successive Governments in Sri
Lanka have all the time fooled
both the Sinhalese and Tamils,
Many a time they have set up
the Sinhalese against the Tamils.
They have become blood-thirsty.
Now they are setting up the Mus-
lims against the Tamils.

The Tamils are a race with a
language, religion, culture, laws
and a territory they inherited from
ancient times. They have an un-
deniable right to self determination.
If the minimum demand is not
accepted, the Sinhalese will be
guilty of having paved the way for
the division of Sri Lanka.

Jaffna — A Student of History

APPRECIATIONS

Rev. Dr. Mi. H. Harrison

The Rev. Dr. Max Hunter Harri-
son expired in Boston, U. S. A., on
Thursday 20th February. He was
91 years of age at the time of his
death. He was the doyen of the
20th century American missionaries
in this part of the world and came
to Jaffna College in 1919 with a
B. A. and S. T. M., from the Har-
vard University. To begin with, he
taught Latin and Logic and had a
knowledge of over nine languages.
He married Miss Minnie Hastings,
the daughter of Rev. Dr. Richard
Hastings who was principal of
Jaffna College from 1899 to 1906,
and a grand-niece of Grover Cleve-
land who was President of the USA
twice over.

When the Rev. Bicknell went on
furlough in 1923, Dr. Harrison was
appointed acting Principal. He re-
turned to the U. S. A. in 1926 and
came back to Jaffna College in
November, 1928 with a doctorate
from Harvard University on a
thesis on the Advaita School of
Hinduism, later published by the
Oxford University Press under the
title Hindu Monism and Pluralism.

Dr. Harrison left Jaffna College
in 1930 to work in the mission area
in Manamadurai in South India
and soon became the Principal
of United Theological - * College,
Bangalore, and retired as its Prin ci-
pal in the mid 1950s after more
than 25 years of service there. He
then became the Director of the
Missionary Research Library at
Union Theological Seminary, New
York. He visited Jaffna last in
1971 and was feted by the Alumni
Association. He was admired by
his students as an extersmely good
teacher, © an outstanding and eru-
dite scholar, a fine - musician, an
honoured Principal, and ' a truly

‘humble and affectionate. Christian

missionary.

-

His interests in Jaffna and South
India never flagged and he kept
up to the very end a voluminous
correspondence with old students
and with the administrators of
the institutions where he served.

“His life was one that was fully
devoted to the progress of the
Church and education in South
India and Jaffna. He will be re-
membered with much gratitude
and praise by all who came to
know him.

— A. Kadirgamar

Rajeswary Ganeshalin-
gam

Rajeswary was born to Attorney-
at-Law Vannithamby Kumarasamy,
B.A., and Sinnathangam in 1909.
Having completed her studies at
her younger age at Kollankaladdy
Tamil School, she went to Rama-
nathan College and got through
her London Matriculation and she
was appointed as a teacher there.
During that period she got through
the Mathurai Tamil Sangha Paalar
Panditha examination in the First
Class; she won the gold medal and
also got through the Intermediate
London Exam. She specialised in
Hindi and Tamil languages. After
the death of her father in
1936 she got married to Mr. Ga-
neshalingam (Teacher) Irupalai. In
1942 she got through a special
degree and obtained a First Class.
This was done while she was a
teacher at Ramanathan College. In
1946 for one year she went to
Annamalai University in order to
do the M. Litt. and returned with
the same. Continuing, her teaching
she was temporarily appointed the
Principal of the Teachzrs® Training
College.

She helped to write the summary
of ‘Kailasamalai® by Muththurasa
Pandithar in simple verses. .

‘ — E. Svbramasiam
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protest, You stood by. Every right-
thinking person accepts our dema-
nds for self-determination as reas-
onable. But you took us for a ride.
The credibility gap between the Ta-
mil militams and TULF (the kill-
ing of 2 TULF men) was created
by JR. For 3 years he took the
TULF on a ride, promising to
alleviate Tamil grievanccs. Hence
the boys lost faith in TULF. After
all, who are the boys? They are
blood of our blood. (Standing ova-
tion from Tamils). (Following are
from answers to questions): Pros-
perous Tamil businessmen could
be counted on fingers. However
when you destroy them every 35
years, they won’t survive long. The
Sri Lankan Constitution has become
a joke; it seems in London a man
went into a bookshop and asked
for the Sri Lankan Constitution.
The reply was ‘““Sorry, we do not
sell periodicals.” The ball is now in
the court of JR: we have asked
for: Union of States (North and
East) a Linguistic state. Full auto-
nomy, like in Canada, Spain, and
Philippines. = These governments
didn’t answer with a gun. So TULF
has put forward nothing new to the
world. Muslims do not want to take
a public stand since 2/3rds of them
live in Sinhalese areas. No Muslim
leader has objected to the one state
idea. Muslims will have proporti-
onate representation. As for Tamils
in the South, do not say they are

happy.

SINHALA FEARS AND ASPI-
RATIONS: MR. MAHES WIJE-
SIRI, SECRETARY SRI LANKA
ASSOCIATION NORTH WEST:

There are many positive aspects
of history. Sinhala people them-
selves are made up of four nations.
All types of people c:me—and be-
came part of the nation. Race is
a mixed gem. Again the common
Sinhalese man seriously believes
that Tamils are their brothers.
They believe that an ancient Sinha-
lese kingdom collapsed because of
malaria. Some »f them moved to
the North and became immune:
this they believe to be the origin
of the Tamils. Though from a his-
torical point of view this may be
questioned, what is important is
that the common man in the South
considers the Northern man to be
no less superioror no less inferior.
Then the Sinhalese saw the Indian
Tamils with British bhelp taking
over their lands. The ‘traditional
land’ is a racial concept. Sinhalese
people reseated the loss of their
land, the loss of their tradition,
feared the invasion by for.
eign powers. They once feared the
Brltxsh now they fear India. They

think India would like to have Trin-
comalee for their nuclear submari-
nes. So they do not want o give
it into the hands of Tamils, And
70 percent of coastland will also be

lost. So the Sinhalese are frigh-
tened. I hope against hope some
humane settlement for peace will

be made. We have much in com-
mon. What we here in Britain can
do is for Tamils and Sinhalese to
live as brothers. Let brothers be
brothers.

SRI LANKA AND IIS FUTURE:
PROF. A.J WILSON AND MR.
B. WEERAKOON. PROF. A.J.
WILSON: SRI LANKA —ITS
FUTURE AND INTERNATIONAL
RAMIFICATIONS:

From July 1983 the two ethnic
groups have become permanently
estranged. The Sri Lankan govern-
ment is not pleased with Indian
interference. So the SL Govern-
ment has adopted a deliberate policy
of frightening India. Observe (a)
Isracl South Africa and Pakis-
tan — all India’s rivals, deli-
berately courted by Sri Lanka,
Foreign policy is governed by na—
tionalist Sinhalese ideology. They
fear India, and its police actions
(e.g. Kashmir, Goa). And India
will not let Sri Lanka pursue for-
eign policies threatening India (b)
When air bases were once given to
Britain, the real fear was not Sovie-
ts, but India. Bandaranaike asked
Britain to return. So JR tried to
evoke this agreement recently (c)
Heetor Jayewardene’s visits to Peking
and Japan. But China will not coun-
tenance any interference, though
they are opposed to a separate
nation (like India). Peking did not
interfere, however, when Bangladesh
was created, despite its friendship
with Pakistan. However HJ’s visits
are for UN propaganda, in case
questions about Sri Lanka is raised
in the UN. So also Esmond Wic-
kremasinghe’s visit to the Soviet
Union. Sri Lanka wants to keep
India at bay (d) Now Mossad’s
involvement within US Embassy
in Colombo. Muslims (7 per cent)
now isolated. This was a minor
blunder, since the Islamic count-
ries were opposed io this move (¢)
US supply of arms through South

- Africa. 1000 acres of land to USA,

Voice of America—able to com-
municate ioformation at low fre-
quency to submarines. But the
Americans are also open to the
possibility that the Tamils may win
a separate nation—so they also
keep in touch with Tamil leaders
in the USA. Again Thatcher and
Moscow are close to Gandbhi.
Pre51dents Zia -and Ershard may
at gny‘ time-be overthrown and
hence are not dependable. So all

-

these courtship \mts are to
a threatening message across to
India. But SL gov ernment has
forgotten that jhendpn, USA and
Moscow have deliga ¢d' Tndia*~t0
handle Sri Lanka’s problem. Now
New Delhi knows that it cannot
trust the SL government. But
there are still possibilities of peace
through an honourable process.
The Sinhalese elites must recognise
that the Tamils are serious in
demanding self-rule. Sinhalese elites
think that Tamils are a hindrance
to progress. However, a solution
isto send Tamils in Colombo to
Jaffna over a period of say, 15
years.

2(.!.

MR- B. WEERAKOON:
FUTURE OF SRI LANKA:

I have been a public servant
for 30 years in SL. I learnt Tamil
for 8 months in Jaffna, then acted
for 15 years as secretary to many
prime ministers: Sir John Kothela-
wela, S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, Mr.
Dahanayake, Mrs. Bandaranaike,
Mr. Senanayake. The Prime Minis-
ters had a high mortality rate.
Then I acted as Secretary of Plan-
tation and Industries, again Secret-
ary to Mr. Premadasa.. As to the
conflict in SL, no blame should be
apportioned. Sinhalese and Tamils
can live togcther-there is need for
accommodation and compromise.
Force is not a plausible option.
You must recognise that (i) Effe-
ctive political power is in the
hands of an executive President,
and UNP has a 5/6 ths majority.
They have rejected a separate
state. So has the SLFP. (ii) TULF
has gone out of Parliament, but will-
ing 10 enter negotiations on a
linguistic basis (iii) Tamils are a
divided peoplc — the TULF against
militants, hence two TULF men
killed; Jaffn: Tamils against Batti-
caloa Tamils: it is significant that
the most respected leader in the
East, Mr. Rajadurai, joined the
UNP; there are 5 militant groups,
often killing each other, Tamil low
caste and Brahmin caste. (iv)
Armed forces of state have gained
strength and number to eliminate
‘terrorism’, internal security act
against the war against the state
(v) All the elected Muslim leaders

~ are UNP men.
.the

—effort

The Sinbhalese in
.East, _about 10—~40 per
ﬂem, were brought as.a colomsmg
(Questionérs pointed out
that the speaker didn’t
the title of his speech)  Further *
Prof. Wilson  cortecied some stat-
istics,.  Mr. Weerakoon ‘quoted.
numbers to prove that Jaffna
Tamils and Batticaloa Tamils are
a divided people. Prof. Wilson
commented that the numbers were
improperly used by Mr.Weerakoon.
Further Mr. Sivasithamparam said
that the two TULF men including
Mr. Rajadurai were bought- over
by the UNP, the rest of the TULF
men refused to become such stooges
and puppets).

The meeting was abruptly closed
at 6 p.m. The seminar lasted from
10-30 a.m. to 6 p.m. with a one-
and-a-half hour lunch break. It is
noteworthy that neither the UNP
government, nor the Tamil militants
were properly represented. There
were some youths (including a few
English students) distributing leaf-
lets in support of the Tamil Tigers
The leaflets were mainly copies
of articles which had recently ap-
peared in journals such as India
Today and Frontline. For those
youths, it appeared that such Semi-
nars and meetings and talks
produce no  good resulis, Civi-
lised means for justice and peace
do not exist in Sri Lanka. To
speak through the barrel of the
gun is the only language they—
the Sinhalese Buddhist leaders
and the army-~properly understand .
Isn’t there a more humgne way of
establishing a measure of justice
in Sri Lanka? The answer, in hu-
man terms, lies very much in the
hands of the Sininlese people.
They had elected and placed in
power the present government.
Are there only a few men who
will stand up and be counted
agsinst all odds?

Many prominent men of today
will be remembered, even by
their own children and neighbours,
as demons in flesh. But the names
of men like the late Bishop
Wickremasinghe will be remem-
bered with pleasure and with grati-
tude; do these men, however, point
only to the past, what could
have been, but never will be? Or
do they point to the future of Sri
Lanka?

A .G TO

The Attorney General will ap-
peal against the acquittal of Rev.
Fr. Aparanam  Sipgarayer, acc-
ording to a report in The Island
(20th March).

Fr. Singarayer was charged un-
der the Prevention of Terrorism Act
for witholding information to the
Police with regard to the Neervely
Bank Robbery.

APPEAL

After a trial lasting 180 days,
Colombo High Court Judge, Mr.
H. W. Senanayake, acquitted Fr.
Singarayer.

A spokesman for the Attorney
General's department had told the
Island that an appeal of this nature
is uupraedented in the legal his-
tory of this country.

speak: an |



The following editorial appeared
in THE TIMES OF INDIA on
4th March.

The Sri Lanka government has
made a highly offensive statement
questioning India’s credibility as a
mediator in the conflict over aut-
onomy for Sri Lanka’s Tamil mi-
nority. It has sought nothing less
than to pin the blame for the con-
tinuing bloodletting in Sri Lanka
on New Delhi, The “terrorist
challenge”, it says, “‘stems from a
movVement’ supported in every way
by the Tamil Nadu government
and that, although Colombo has
repeatedly urged New Delhi to
end such support, “it has had no
positive responsc in that regard
from the government of India”.
As a resulr, “the value of the pro-
fered good offices of the Indian
government stands impaired and
its credibility diluted”.

Colombo needs to be reminded
of the genesis of the crisisit is so
determined to resolve  bloodily.
Ever since Sinhalese nationalism
was aroused, one of its chief means
of sustenapce has been the baiting
of the Tamils who, whether Indian
Tamils or Sri Lanka Tamils, were
never accepted as equal partners
by the Sinhalese majority. Th_e
comfortable social and economic
position of the Sri Lanka Tamils
throughout the island was as gall-
ing to the Sinhalese as the over-
whelming predominance of Indian
Tamil labour in the tea plantations
so crucial to the country’s export

another, even as regular anti-Tamil
pogroms by Sinhalese mobs were
unloosed by the diatribes of Sin-
halese politicians, the Tamils were
systematically, irrespective of which
Sinhalese party was in  office,
made insecure and reduced to de-

facto second-class status Inevitably

they protested, but no Sri Lanka
government was prepared to go
against the virulently anti-Tamil
sentiment that Sinhalese leaders had
themselves populistically fuelled.
As successive clections showed,
the Tamils were forced to fall back
on themselves for protection. Here
again, moderate Tamil lcaders
were discredited by official Sri
Lankan unresponsiveness to their
demands for very limited aut-
onomy and greater security for
Tamil life and property. Thatis
when Tamil armed militancy was
born. Since then, Colombo has
done nothing to help the moderates
reirieve any part of the ground

that Sri Lankan official “infran:™

sigence has made them lose to the
militants. The terrorist challenge”
is the logical culmination of de-
cades of Sinhalese intolerance and
official hardheartedress and it is
being sustained for the same rea-
sons. For Colombo to seeit as
New Delhi’s or Tamil Nadu’s
creation is to look for a scapegoat.
The militancy will cease only when
Colombo deals with the Tamils
with the sympathy and flexibility
that have been conspicuous by
their absence in its so far utterly

economy.i ;Fhrough one law after Joshameful treatment of them.
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Northern fishermen marched on Wednes lay (
Nlehain Lo . . te protest the fishing b
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FISHING BAN:;:

“ FISHERY ORGANISATIONS
T T PROTEET

Fishery orgaaisations in the North
nave protested sirongly against ihe
fishing ban.

Here are some extracts from a

memorandum addressed to President

Jayewardene by’ the Northern Region
Fishermen’s Organisation:

“‘We the representatives of the
fishing community occupying the
coastal areas of Jaffna and Kilino-
chchi Districts register our very
strong protest against the recent
regulations, imposed on us under
the Emergency Laws, with effect
from 2.3.°86. These regulavions to-
tally prohibit us from even siep-
ping in to the sea and thus effect-
ively prevent us - from engaging in

fishing. Our community is faced
with slow starvation and certain
death as a result of these regula-

tion.

“The earlier imposition of the
Surveillance Zone in the coastal
areas of the North and kEast of
the country was a severe blow to
our commugity living within this
‘zone, as it effectively prevented us
from engaging in deep sea fishing,
a right we have enjoyed for gen-
rations....The imposition of the new
regulations which totally ban fishing

“activities have brought us further

grief. Our community is now faced
with slow extinction.

“Can our people be blamed, if
they construe these regulations as
a deliberate attempt to drive a
sizeable portion of the Tamil co-
mmunity to total extinction by in-
direct methods of slow starvation?
Our tragic experience during the
last few yerars of loss of life,
limb and property by the wanton
and cruel conduct of the security
forces stationed im  our area ost-
ensibly to protect us frown terro-

rists, but who infact bave terro-
rised our community, gives us
sufficient indication of how effect-
ively these new proposals will be
implemen ted.

“We therefore urge that the pre-
sent set of regulations which totally
ban our community from access to

the sea, be immediately with-
drawn.”
Excerpts from the memorandum

submitted by The Kurunagar Fish-
ing Developinent Society:

We vehemently protest yoar an-
nouncement regarding the prohi-
bition of fishing in the Northern
arca, which will paralyse the entire
fishing industry. In Kurunagar
itseif 5000 families exclusively
depending on fishing will have mo
alternative other than to starve.

“More than 350 inboard engi-
ned 3 tonners are engaged in deep
sea fishing in both trawling and
drift nets in the Kurunagar base
alone. But now all these vessels,
including other smaller ' vessels
with outboard motors, have becn
grounded and the fishermen are
twiddling their thumbs due to the
closure of their traditional fish-
ing grounds out in the deepsea.
The majority of the fishing
vessels were obtained on loans
with the assistance of the Fishe-
ries Dept. from the State Banks,
If fishing is not allowed, it will
not be possible for the fishermen
to repay the loams. The expen-
sive inboard engines fitted to the
vessels will undoubtedly - deterio-
rate if the engines are not used
regularly. Thus the purpose of
extending an enormous subsidy to
boost the fishing industry will be of
no use to the country.

19th Mirch) to the Jaffna Kéchéheri to hand over a memorandum
an which has hit them in the belly. '
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