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QUIT JAFFNA FO

Jaffna is in a rebellious mood,
We are not referring to the mili-
tant youth groups. We are referr-

ing to the ordinary people of
Jaffna.
They came out in their thous-

ands on 27th August to protest
against the Army’s presence in the
Fort.

It was a silent demonstration:
dignified and orderly. No slogan
shouting at all, as with most other
demonstrations in both the North
and South.

And no speeches either.

Only the Jaffna Fort provided
the music, with occasional  shell
bursts. ‘

The demonstrators, from all over
Jaffna, converged at the Kachcheri
premises in the morning.

THEN A MOTHER READ OUT
THE MEMORANDUM ADDRE-
SSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF
SRI LANKA CONTAINING THE
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MAIN AND IMMEDIATE DE-
MAND OF THE PEOPLE OF
JAFFNA: THE ARMY MUST
LEAVE JAFFNA FORT:

The placards carried by the de-
monstrators stressed the same mess-
age summary:

QUIT FORT,

DON’T DESTROY OUR TOWN
WHERE IS YOUR DHAR-
MISTA? :
PROVINCJAL COUNCILS FOR
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS,
HOUSE CONSTRUCTION IN
THE SOUTH AND HOUSE
DESTRUCTION IN THE

NORTH._AND EAST.

The Army which should be a
source” of solace and strength to
the people of their country has
been a veritable menace to the
people in a part of the country,
the Northern part, at the heart of
which 1s Jaffna.

General

CAKE FOR AMIR
There was a surprise in store for TULF Secretary

A. Amirthalingam when he went
B.M.I.C.H. committee room for discussions with the

to the

Government on 26.8.86. It was his 59th birthday.

After extending his greetings President Jayewardene
invited him to the adjoining room. There was a cake

1986
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True, some of the militant groups
have been taking put-shots occas-
ionally at the Jaffna Army camp,
some soldiers have been killed
and a number of them injured.

But this is no excuse for the
Army to hob shells in the town,
killing mostly innocent civilians,

Just consider two recent incidents.

A bride and bridegroom Wwere
seated on a chair in the house
on 22nd August after the tying
of the Thali ceremony. A shell
fell and the groom died instantly.
The bride-groom’s relation also
died and several injured. What
should have been a memorable
and joyous occasion turned out
to be an unfortunate and un-
forgettable tragedy.

On 24th August, another shell
fell near the main bazaar, killing
three persons and injuring 13
others.

e e S A R R

there. The Government Ministers and officials sang
‘Happy Birthday.” The cake was cut and evervone had
a picce. The cake had only a single candle, although
Amir had turned 60.

Among those killed was the
Manager of the Hatton National
Bank. His bride-to-be committed
suicide,

On both occasions, we are sure
there was no provocation by the
militants, whatever the Colombo-
based media have said.

The presence of the Army in
the Fort is the biggest provocation.

The Army must go if there is
to be peace in Jaffna and a settle-
ment of the ethnic problem is to
be achieved,

The memorandum was handed
over to the . Government Agent
of Jaffna, Mr. A. Panchchalingam,
to be forwarded to the President.

The demonstration was organis-
ed by the Jaffna People’s Action

Committee sponsored by the
SATURDAY REVIEW,
We hope the President will

ponder over the contents of the

memorandum and take appropriate
action. ,
The only option before the
President is to remove the Camp.
We hope he will do what is
necessary, what is appropriate;
what is sensible.

~ SPOTLIGHT ON

The spotlight is focussed on New
‘Delhi again.

With round two of the Govt.-
TULF talks coming to an end it
seems clear that the indian capital
would be the venue for farthe
discussions and not Celombo.

The TULF has stressed to
the Govt. that the Tamil milit-
ants must be included in the talks,
A three member Ministerial dele-
gation is scheduled to visit New
Delhi on Sept. 12. The TULF will
also be in Delhi at that time,

It is not clear at present about

. the Militants role in these discus-

sions, It is expected that this round
would be confined to both sides
clarifying to Indian authorities the
areas on which agreement has not
been reached in Colombo. It is
likely that the Militants would be
included in talks after these differ-
ences are ironed out. A second Sri
Lankan Ministerial delegation is

(By D. B. S. JEYARAJ)

likely to meet the Militants directly or
along with the TULF later on. There
will however be no talks in Colombo
until the militants have been ac-
commodated directly in the current
talks.

Government circles in Colombo
were optimistic about a broad agree-
ment being reached before Sept. 17th
which is President Jayewardene’s
80th Birthday. The President is ex-
pected to make an address to the
Nation explaining the agreement rea.
ched. He has already announced that
the Provincial Councils Bill will be
presented in September. He has also
told his Ministers that elections to
the Northern and Eastern Provincial
Councils would be held in Octo-
ber or November this year. In the
Sinhala areas the present D.D.C’s
will function for 2 years. He has
also said that 75 percent agree-
ment bas been reached with the
TULE.

DELHI

“But TULF circles told SATUR-
JAY REVIEW that the issue was
not so simple. Although agreement
has been reached on some issues,
there is no agreement on others, like
lands, the Constitutional frame-
work for Devolution etc. Besides
the TULF will not compromise on
the demand for structural linkage
between the North and East. The
Govt. seems opposed to it. TULF
sources told S.R, that no accord
with the Govt. will be arrived at
by the Party alone. Finality on
any issue would be only in union
with the Tamil Militants. Judging
by the pace of the talks it felt
that an implementable accord was
not possible in the next few months,
It will negotiate for powers to a
Provincial Council but will stand
firm on a single Tamil Province.

If New Delhi is under pressure
from both the Govt. and TULF to
smoothen the differences on subs-
fance and resolve the deadlock on

Unit, it was subject to pressure of
a different kind from Tamil Nadu,
The State Chief Minister M.G.
Ramachandran has informed Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi that the
Militants should not be compelled
to accept any settlement they do
not approve of. The message was
conveyed by the State Electricity
Minister S. Ramachandran. Ap-
parently news reports in the Tamil
Nadu Press had said that the
Ministerial Trio had applied pres-
sure on Militant leaders. D M.K.
Chief Karunanidhi had made use of
this to say at an election weet-
ing in Aruppukoddai that M.G.R.
was a party to the Militants be-
ing threatened with deportation.
Since M.G.R.’s Ministerial No.2
R.M. Veerappan is the A.1 A.D.M.K
candidate in this election M G.R.
was constrained to make a strong
appeal to Delhi to counter Karuna-
nidhi.

New Delhi has therefore informed
the Militants that any conclusions
reached in Colombo would be suy-

_mitted to the Militants. They will

be allowed to suggest amendmengs,
(Continued on page 12)



baturday Revxcw

30th August 1980

Saturday
Review ., g

No. 118, d4th Cross Street,
P. O. Box 122
JAFFNA.

Telegrams: SATVIEW

EDITOR
GAMINI NAVARATNE

Subscription Rates inclusive
of local postage and foreign
Air Mail Rgte

Sri Lanka
Annual — Rs, 175/-
Half-year—Rs. 90/-

India
Annual — Rs. 300/-
(Indian Rupees)

Singapore /| Malaysia-
Annval— U. S. $ 40

All other Countries
Annual — U. S. $ 60

- Cheques Payable to:
New Era Publications Ltd.

Advertising Rates
Contracts — Rs. 20/= per
col. centimetre
Casual — Rs. 25/~ per
col. centimetre

Mary, Mary
Quite
Contrairy

Who is No. 7 in the present
TULF Delegation? Some Colombo
papers went on record saying it
was Rev. Fr. Joseph Mary; other
papers said it was Rev. Fr. Joseph
Alonzo; All papers said the priest
was from the East.

Last week the Catholic Church
stated that no priest from the
Fast was in the delegation.

The 1dent1ty of No. 7 is now
clear; It is none other than Mr.
Alphonse Mary, an ex-School
master, from Batticaloa. Alphonse
Mary was jailed during Mrs. Ban-
daranaike’s: period of 70— 77.
He is now in India and a member
of the 7 — Man TULF Politbureau
He is also a twin brother of Fr.
Joseph Mary a Jesuit priest
abroad. Both look alike.

NEW HORIZONS IN TAMIL STUDIES

The 6th death anniversary

of Rev, Fr. X. S. Thani
Nayagam falls on 1Ist Sep-
tember.

The year 1952 marks a turning
point in the field of Tamil studies.
It was in that year that the
quarterly journal Tamil Culture
made its first appearance as a
publication of the Tamil Liter-
ature Society, Tuticorin. The Editor
was no less a person than the
late Prof. Xavier S. Thani Naya-
gam. There were scholars versed

“in Tamil studies spread all over

the world. The journal brought
together the Tamil scholars of the

‘world by serving as a forum for

exchange of research findings and
ideas relating to Tamil studies.
The journal also served to ac-
quaint many a non - Tamil re-
searcher with the finer elements
of Tamil culture and Tamil liter-
ature.

In the year 1961 the Chair of
Indian Studies at the University
of Malaysia was offered to the late
Prof. Rev. Thani Nayagam. He
organised the Department on a
firm focting and brought it in
line with the Departments of Tamil
In Tamil Nadu and Sri Lankan Uni-
versities. Having done so, he visit-
ed the Universities :of Annamalai,
Madras, Kerala and Sri Lanka
and conferred with the Heads of
the Tamil Departments there and
urged the need to organise a World
Tamil Conference so that the
scholars working on Tamil studies
throughout the world could meet
and discuss their findings and
problems He received encourag-
ing support and proceeded further.
He contacted the then Chief Minis-
ter of Tamil Nadu and explored
the possibility of organising such a
Conference in Madras. The XX VIth
Internatioual Conference of Ori-
entalists was to be held in Janu-
ary 1964 in New Delhi. At a Con-
ference held by the Tamil Re-
search and Development Council
of the Tamil Nadu Government
in August, 1963, chaired by the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
Mr. M. Bhaktavatsalam, it was
agreed to hold such a World
Conference of Tamil Studies in
Madras sometime in mid-January,
1964, after the conclusion of the
XXVIth International Conference
of Orientalists in New Delhi,

At the XXVIth International
Conference of Orientalists held in
New Delhi in January, 1964 the
scholars deeply felt that the Ses-
sion allocated to Indology (Modern
Indian languages and linguistics)
was an inadequate forum for deli-

berations on Tamil studies. The
late Prof. Thani Nayagam and
Prof: V.I. Subramaniam (then of
Kerala and now Vice Chancellor,
Tamil University, Tanjore) issued
a notice and convened a meet-
ing of ‘“scholars interested in dif-
ferent fields of Tamil studies.”
on Tuesday 7th January, 1964 in
one of the Committee Rooms of
the Conference Secretariat. The
late Prof. T.P. Meenakshisunderam
chaired the meeting. The late Prof.
Thani Nayagam explained the pur-
pose of the meeting and proposed
the formation of the “International
Association of Tamil Research.”
Prof. Kamil Zvelebil seconded the
proposal. The late Prof. Jean
Filliozat was elected the President
and Professors Thani Nayagam
and Kamil Zvelebil were elected
Joint Secretaries.

Through the untiring efforts of
Prof. Thani Nayagam steady pro-
gress was made within a period
of two years making it possible

Malaysia we have people of vari-
ous racial origins living together
in very close harmony. Malays,
other natives of Malaysia, Chinese

- and Indians have joined together

in founding this happy Nation, and
it is a matter of pride to us that
we all think of ourselves first
and foremost as Malaysians, with
a common allegiance to the King
and Country. I have often des-
cribed myself as the <happiest
Prime Minister.”” I am happy be-
cause Malaysia is a happy country.
We have learnt to respect and
value the different streams of
culture that have nourished our
land nurtured our people. These
cultures have now been blended
to form the Malaysian heritage,

“In our educational system, the
Tamil language is one of the me-
dia of instruction in the Tamil
schools. In the secondary schools
there is opportunity, for anyone
who desires, to learn Tamil as a
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A. Theva Rajan

to hold the first International
Conference-Seminar of Tamil Stu-
dies in Malaysia itself where af-

fluent circumstances
Thus, in April 1966, the first
International Conference-Seminar

of Tamil Studies was held. Several
scholars from several countries
participated and it was a success
beyond expectation. The Con-
fernece was declared open by
the then Prime Minister the
late Y. T. M. Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra Albaj. In the
course of = this learned speech
he said: “Tamil is one of the
languages in use in Malaysia. In
centuries gone by, flourishing
Tamil Merchant communities and
priestly classes spread out from
India to parts of South East Asia,
and something of those old as-
sociations may be seen through
historical records, monument and
traditions. In the ceremonies in
the Royal Houses of certain of
our Northern States may be seen
some similarities with Indian tra-
ditions. Our own language Malay,
contains evidence of frequent so-
cial intercourse between this part
of the world and Tamil-speaking
people. .. ... More recently, during
the last 100 years, many Tamil
speaking people from India and
Ceylon have come and settled in
Malay Peninsula. Their descend-
ants may be seen now in various
walks of life—in the Cabinet, in
the plantations, in business and
in the professions as Teachers,
Lawyers, Doctors, Administrators
and “Parliamentarians. Today in

subject. And, in the .University,
we have a Department of Indian
studies, together with the Depart-

prevailed. —ment ﬁf—«Maala«y. studies and the

Department of Chinese studies. So,
at the highest possible level, the -
languages and cultures of our
people are encouraged and sup-
ported. The Department of Indian
Studies is fortunate in having as
its Head a person who is not a
narrow specialist, but one who
commands a knowledge of several
languages. I refer to the Professor
Xavier S. Thani Nayagam, Dean
of the Faculty of Arts. No doubt
his leadership has been one of
the reasons for your choice of the
University of Malaysia as the venue
for your Conference. Tamil is one
of the languages very much in
use not only in India, but also in
other parts of Asia and even
Africa. In its literature are many
gems of learning and wisdom. The
Thirukkural, for example, a Tamil
work of the first or second century.
has been translated into various °*
languages, and  has been studied
and praised all over the world.
I am happy that this valuable work
is being translated into Malay
and Chinese. I understand that

the motto of this Conference is - .

taken from a verse nearly twenty
centuries old: YATUM URE, YA-
VARUM KELIR meaning: All the
earth is my homeland And all
its people my kinsfolk. What
beautiful words expressing such a
sentiment — most appropriate for
an international get-together.”

(Continyed on page 11)
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Rio de Janeiro : Since the Ameri-
can people elected one of Hollywood’s
old style macho stars into the White
House, it should come asno surprise
that Hollyweod is doing its bit to
support his bellicose toreiga policy.

Made-in-Hollywood TV movies
and series, exported wholesale to
the Third World, have produced a
whole new generation of film of
violence and conflict with overtones
reinforcing the ideology of force and
a racist contempt for the Third

World.

Take two series distributed all
over the world and shown in prime
time, or in the afternoon, for the
doubtful benefit of our children.

They are Masquerade and Blue
Thunder.
In both, the number of violent

deaths is staggering.

In an. episode picked at random
we counted 17 murders. Gunshots,
people dropping dead, catastrophic
explosions, automobiles and jeeps
being blown into pieces by strate-
gically placed time bombs — all of
these curiously devoid of real blood-

_shed.

Hollywood knows that the sight
of blood spurting forth frem a bul-

let wound in Dirty - Dozen - style

is unbecoming on TV.

In the new series, the characters
are simply shot, fall down and drop
out of the story as though they
were mere moving targets at a shoot-
ing gallery.

All very aseptic and horribly ac-
ceptable.

Amid all the fighting and carnage,
there emerges the old ideology of
survival of the strongest, just asin
old Hollywood westerns ‘superior’
whitemen decimated ‘inferior’
Indians.

‘This ideological content is a com-
mon trait of both Masquerade and
Blue Thunder. On the surface, Mas-
querade is mere tourism. A grand
tour of the East Bloc countries with
stops in the Middle East and other
points in conflict with the US. Eu-
rope is often the stage for the
action, but even tropical Rio de
Janeiro has served as abackdrop for

—one -of the ‘missions’.

The villain is Masquerade is more
often than not an ugly Soviet spy
lacking in professional cunning and
good manners.

The head of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency operations, a certain
Mr. Lavender, has to perform a
number of dangerous missions after

Saturday Rewew

a rencgade CIA operative has dis-
closed the identity of top US secret
agents around the world.

Cut off from the expert help of
his exposed agents, Lavender is forced
to resort to amateurs common Ame-
rican citizens.

Whenever a mission calls for a
given ‘speeialty’ — be it arson, safe-
cracking or plain murder — the CIA
chief searches a vast file with an
entry corresponding to each US
citizen. The chosen individual is then
quietly recruited ‘to serve his country’.

Remuneration may include air-
plane trips, travel expenses, stays in
luxury hotels, and last but not least
the exhilarating feeling of having
done a patriotic job.

Masquerade seems to demenstrate

that US security depends on strict
domestic control, with each citizen
on police file, ready to be drafted
for a defense mission in a never—
ending undeclared war.

In a recent chapter, the Portu-

guese government (Installed after
the April 1974 c<revolution of the
carnations’) was on the verge of
being destabilized by a manoeuver
staged by the CIA, thc chief agent

being a sedate lady frem Kentucky.
In the Blue Thunder series, Wwith

IBOVISIO

its fascination for sophisticated wea-
ponry the central attraetion is a
modern French-made Aerospatiale
Gazelle 1973 which has been refur-

bished and outfitted with thc last
word in murderous weapons, a solid
steel armour and electronic and
computing equipment.

'FBI and other investigation agencies,

all in top secret operation including
clandestine foreign missions.

In at lzast three of such opera-
tions, Blue Thunder illegally crosses
the borders of Central Americam
republics to rescue or abduct popu-
lar leaders.

Behind the action there lingers
the notion of a continued dependence
of these republics on the political
guidance of their big brother up
North.

Here asin Masquerade, the East-
West conflict is depicted as a strug-
gle between good and evil.

A strange dualism pervades the
entire story. The Bluye Thunder pilot.
a vietnam veteran (therefore a ‘war
nero’ is responsible for leading the

by

Roberto Machado

Amid bewildering helicopter action,
the series narrates the adventures
of an elite police group working
in Los Angelesfor Apex, a US govern-
ment agency handling large-scale,
emergency operations. In addition to

the Police Department, Apex serves
the US Treasury Department, the

attacks of the group. He is the very
model of strength and decisive po-
Wers.

By his side, a fragile copilot named
Wonderlove, a pragmatic man who
operates the airplane’s sophistieated

computer, personifies reason and
common sense.

(Third World Network Features)

Toy Soldiers Become Monsters

Few countries have undergone such
a violent upheaval in the past few
years as Sri Lanka, which was omce
known for its idyllic beaches, but
is now more famous for the havoc
wrought by its bloody Tamil civil
war.

It is not so much the political
line of the Sri Lankan government
which has blackened the island’s
reputation. The issues are too com-
plex for that. 1tis more the comsi-
stent stream of atrocities allegedly
committed against Tamil civilians
by the country’s Security forces.
These have caused an international
outery and have suddenly thrust
this Indian Ocean paradise under a
microscope more often reserved for
militarily-controlled Latin America
or tribal Africa.

The behaviour of the Sri Lankan
army s ome of the many
aspects of this complicated
crisis, but it is one which will fig-
ure prominently during any peace

negotiations' and may simmer as a
problem for years to come.

The Tamil separatists are claimi-
ng the morthern and eastern provi-
nces as their independent homeland.

It won’t be granted, at leastnot um-
der the present peace initiative. But
both India, the mediator and Pre-
sident Jayewardene, seem determi-
ned to succeed in implementing the
government’s offer of provincial aut-
onomy to the Tamils.

If they do, law and order under
the newly created provincial assem-
blies would be controlled mainly
by a locally-recruited police foree,
and not, as it is mow, by the Sri
Lankan army. Although a token
force might remain, most of the
troops would have to be withdrawn
to barracks in the south. If they
stayed, there would be no chance of
peace. The question would then
arise as to how to keep busy thou-
sands of seldiers who have been
trained in some of the most sop-
histicated anti-insurgency techniques
and who, only mow, are beginning
to taste the success of battle.

«“We had to learm from scratch
and we made a lot of mistakes®
said one senior officer, “we are still
a long way from being of NATO
standard, but we are getting better.
We are having genuine successes
against the terrorists and many of

my men want to keep fighting to
prove they are good soldiers.”’

The Sr1 Lankan Army was not
formed for combat, but for parade
ground ceremonies. Even during the
second world war the Allies did not
call upon it for any major opera-
tions. Its one taste of action before
the Tamil war started was against
a large, but ill-equipped, band of
Communist incurgents in 1971. That
rebellion was put dowa swiftly and
brutally, but with foreign help.

An assortment of strange bed-
fellows has been called upon to help
Sri Lanka fight its current insurgency.
Israel, Chjna and Britain have sup-
plied patrol boats to guard the
coastline, Italy hassold a squadron
of six Siai-Marchetti light attack
aircraft, which caused an interna-
tional outcry when they bombed

heavily populated Tamil areas earlier
this year. South Africa has shipped
over about 30 of its armoured per-
sonnel carriers, especially designed
to deflect explosions from landmines-
which are the most effective weapon
of the guerrillas.

More than 20 American Bell heli,
copters have been bought through

(Continued on page 10)



The summary of a talk given in the
ICES / British Council series on Third
World Literature.
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The questions I am going to dis-
cuss here arise from the fact that
the English language is no Jonger
the exclusive property of the British
people and that there are, therefore,
many varieties of the language cur-
rent in different regions of what
is called ‘the English-speaking world.”
1 want to discuss this linguistic situ-
ation in relation to the position of
the third world writer of imaginative
literature who chooses to write in
English, or has no choice other than
that of writing in this language.
The question ‘why write in English?’
is a relevant and important one for
writers who belong to English-speak-
ing communities in the third world
but who also possess indigenous
languages, or live in social environ-
ments where such languages are
spoken around them. But this is a
question I shall not be discussing
here. 1 shall take it for granted
that given the existence in third
world countries of groups who think
and feel in English, it is legitimate
for writers who belong to these
groups to use English asa medium
of creative expression.

In colonial Ceylon, or
other part of the empire
same era, the question of
English one should write in was
hardly regarded as a matter for
debate, because of the genecral ac-
ceptance not merely of the superi-
ority but also of the exclusive cor-
rectness of Standard British English.
In fact, English-educated Ceylonese
in the colonial era prided themselves
on the closeness of their speech and
writing to British norms. This belief
was largely an illusion, since Cey-
lonese English (as many linguistic
schelars have demonstrated) had its
own peculiarities of pronunciation,
vocabulary, idiom and syntactical
usage. However, the relevant fact
here is that even when these devi-
ations were recognised, they were
regarded as linguistic fauls, since
there was no questioning of the
absoluteness of the norms of British
English. The situation in India or
in the African colonies was similar.
Tt must be noted here that the British
cultural tradition has itself had a
strong emphasis on linguistic cor—
rectness based on class considerations,
since what was called the ‘King’s
English® was essentially a class dia-

in any
in the
what
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lect, and this dialect had until re-
cently an unchallenged supcemacy
in written literature.

The unquestioning acceptance by
colonial writers of British linguistic
norms went with the deference to
British literary models — and this
deprived colonial writing in English
of the possibility of any independent
or original life. When Sarojini Naidu
—an active. participant in the Indian
national movement — wrote poetry,
she tried, as. in ‘The Palanquin-
Bearers’, to use Indjan subject-mat-
ter and imagery, but the poetic idiom,
even the rhythms, were tritely Swin-
burnian. A similar comment could
be made, a fortiori, of SriLankan
writing in English of the same
period. It is instructive to look,
for instance, at undergraduate writ-
ing in the university magazine from
the ‘thirties to the fifties’: the mo-
del shifted from Romantic to
modernist, in keeping with British
literary fashions, but the writing
remained equally derivative.

Saturday Review
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.
variety of English as a medium o
creative expression no longer needs
to be argued. While taking this
right for granted, I shall go onto
discuss certain issues that arise
in interpreting this principle in re-
lation to the creative practice of
writers in particular third world
English-speaking cqmmu-nities.

I want to make an important
distinction at this point between
the position of the West Indian or
the Black American writer of English
and that of the Indian, Sri Lankan®
Malaysian, Kenyan or Negerian.

The West Indian or Black Ame-
rican writer uses a language which
he shares with his whole community,

In India, Sri Lanka or any of the
African countries, however, the
position of English is different. I
would like to distinguish in the
case of the latter group of countries
three strata of English-language
users:

(1) Those who  use English as
their only, or principal, medium of

by
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It must be recognised that there
has been some change in attitudes
in this respect over the last few
decades. This change can be attri-
buted to two factors. One is the
growth in mationalist feeling in the
third world, accompanied by a re-
action against cultural dependence
on the West. The other factor ig
the work done by new schools
of linguists in the third world who
have given legitimacy through their
theory to third world varieties of
English. In Sri Lanka, for instance,
there has been the work of Thiru
Kandiah, and comparable work has
been done in India on Indian English.
The effect of these new approaches
has been to call in question the
earlier orthodoxy which held
that third world Englishes were
debased or corrupted vatieties of
English. Contemporary sociolinguis—
tics recognises that any language,
or any variety of a language, act-
ually used by a community of spea-
kers is a coherent and rule-governed
linguistic system adequate for the
communicative needs of that com-

munity. There is no linguistic basis
(as distinct from reasons of social
prestige) on which any  variety
of a language can be considered
inherently inferior or superior to
another.

Today, therefore, the right of a
third world writer to use his native

thought ~and communication. This
stratum consists mainly of people of
older generations, and it can be
assumed that in course of time it
will die out,

(2) Those . who are effectively
bilingual — i. €. equally or nearly
equally competent in English and
in their native language.

(3) Those for whom their native
language is their only internal me-
dium of thought and feeling and
their normal mode of expression
and communication, but who are
capable of using English for certain
utilitarian functions: e. g. to obtain
information, -to communicate with
superiors, foreigners or people of
other communities.

1 don’t think there are any signi—
ficant differences between countries
in the group I have referred toin
respect of the existence of all there
strata, though there are differences
in their distribution. For instance,
in some African countries Stratum,
One would be proportionately smaller
than in India or Sri Lanka. Again
Stratum Two probably constitutes a

larger proportion of the totality of -

English-language users than. in Sri
Lanka, (it is noteworthy that India
has many more bilingual writers of
note than Sri Lamka).

-
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Now how does the existence of
these three strata of English-langu-
age users in third world countries
relate to the productiom of creative
literature in that language? It should
by clear that Stratum Three, who
would not use English to talk to

“ their lovers or wives or children or

intimate friends, would still less
try to use it as a means of cre-
ative expression.  Their English
would be a strictly functional
language adapted for limited pur—
poses, and its range of linguistic
respources would be correspondingly
limited. In Sri Lanka most “writing
in English has come from Stratum
One, though in recent years some
bilingual writers (i.e. of Stratum
Two) have emerged. I don’t think
the situation in India is significantly
different, except, as I have already
said, that there have been more
writers of Stratum Two.

At this point I would like to
refer to the position taken up by
Thiru Kandiah who has attributed
the lack of vitality in Sri Lamkan
writing in English to the shame-
faced attitude of the writers to-
wards Sri Lankan English. Kandiah
bases himself on the principle
which has become a common place
in contemporary literary criticismz
that any literature, if it is to posses
v_it_ality, must be rooted in the living
speech of the Community in which
it is written. This = principle has
also been cited by Kandiah’s pupil,
Quadri Ismail, who in his news-
paper reviewing of Sri  Lankan
writing. has tended to use the test
of whether a writer adopts a dis-
tinctively Sri Lankan English idiom
er not as a criterion of merit.

Kandiah has in one of his essays
even rewritten a folk tale in Sri
Lankan English to demonstrate the
possibilities . of using this dialect
as a creative medium. However, on
reading this exercise, I find tha-
many of the idiomatie and syntact-
tical constructions used by Kandiah
are those current in the English
speech of Stratum Three. But this
as I have already argued, is a
variety of English used by people
for whom the language is not ga
medium in which they live their
inner experience or their intimate
relationships, so that it seems mis—
conceived to try to adopt it as a
medium of creative literature.

There is no doubt thatjif one
were writing a novel where one had
a sitvation in which a character of
Stratum Three was articulating him-

self in English, the writer should, to
be realistic, use the linguistic idiom
which would in actual life be used
by such a echaracter. But apart
from such dramatically appropriate
uses, there are serious limitations

( Contineud on page 9)
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E\ A'I HIRA M A §4A[ OR KUTHIR AM A LAI

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

You refer to “Kathirar:alaj” in
your middle page article on Arch-
aeology etc. in your paper of the
16th instant. T think it should really
be Kuthiramalai rear Karadipooval
between Silavathurai and Puttalam.
It is marked in the topo one mile
sheets of the Sri Lanka  Survey
Department.

Vijeya of old met Princess Kuveni
somewhere about Pomparippu other-
wise called :‘Karadipooval’’ as he
landed on the shores of Ceylon
full of Red soil, for the first time.
After he settled himself in the saddle
in rich and fertile Ceylon, Kuveni
was driven to some hiding place
near about Kuliyapitiya.

A lot of information given in the
1914 print of the Ceylon one mile
topo ’'sheets are unfortunately omit-
ted from the new prints. The sec—
tion called ‘DEMALA HAT PATTU”
containing Tabbowa irrigation Sche-
me Anamaduwa, Nikaweratiya etc.
were part and parcel of the KAND-

Which Enghsh’

{ Continued from page 4)

involved in the use of Stratum
Three dialects of English for creative
purposes. Suppose that one were to
write a novel with a first-person
narrative in English projecting the
consciousness, say, of a clerk whose
thinking and feeling in real life
would be in Sinhala or Tamil. Sup-
pose, too, that for this purpose one
adopted the English idiom of
Stratum Three, which the clerk
might in real life use if he had to
talk English. But the very choice
of that idiom would be impoverish -
ing, would diminish the character in
a way that would be distorting and
falsifying because the language
would not correspond to the qua-
lity of the Sinhala or Tamil in
which he would think and feel in
actuality.

I don’t know of any novels which
correspond to my hypothetical ex-
ample, but I do know some poems.
For instance, it seems to me that
Nissim Ezekiel’s Very Indian Poems
in Indian English to just what I
have been describing in the last pa—
ragraph. 1In these poems the writer
adopts the persona of a semi-liter-
ate, (Indian speaker of English (semi-
literate that is, in English) and the
result is to make the character seem
comically fatuous and unintelligent.
But this is a caricature whieh,
though it unfailingly gets a laugh

YAN KINGDOM. The citizens in
this Division used to be whipped
at the orders of the Ratemahatmaya
just for speaking in Tamil, say
between 1920 and 1930. Even as
late as 1935 the elders from villages
in this Division could speak fluent
and correctly polished Tamil in

too was responsible for the icplace-
ment of Tamil Schools by Sinhala
Schools. The white Bishop and other
priests did not worry as long as
proselytisation went apace. Only the
Tamil residents of PAMUNUGAMA
resisted the flood of transition. These
Catholics were nearly all excommu-

transacting business in the Puttalam
Bazaar.

The change was firmly establised
by the R. E. D. C. (Rural Education
District Committee
Govt: Officers and
area).

NIz Poof the

Revd: Father D. J. Anthony, as

Genetal Manager of Catholic Scho-
ols*“in-the "N W P ithe o W'E

from elitist English speakers (Indian
as well as Sri Lankan) who are

reinforced by these poems in their
own sense of superiority, is grossly,
unfair to the level of life that is
porigayed in them. It never seems
to strike those who are amused by
these poems that they themselves
could be caricatured similarly, and
equally unfairly, by writing a poem
in their incompetent Slnhala, Tamil

“ete., which would make them seem

as clownish and stupid as the char-
acters whom Ezekiel reduces by his
linguistic devices.

Nothing T have said here precludes

“the fact that a good writer, in Sri

Lanka or anywhere else in the third
world, will use the variety of English
that comes naturally to him because
it is that in which he makes love,
argues with his friends or transacts
business in a department store  And
if he is alive in his environment, that
English will necessarily have signifi-
cant differences from British English
in elements of vocabulary relating to
things, events and cultural features
that are distinctively local, as well as
idioms and turns of syntax that be-
long to the speech of his own com-
munity of English-speakers. What I have
tried to refute is the view that be-
cause a particular dialect of English
represents the maximum deviation
from British English, it is also the
most authentically Sri Lankan, Indian

etc., and therefore the most appro- ~

priate vehicle of creative writing.

composed of

nicated from the Church for this
resistance. The Catholic lawyers
from South India took up the chal-
lenge and then only the white Bishop
realised how cleverly a smoke screen
had been cast over his administra-
tion. The Catholics (Tamil) of Pamu-

nugama there had their way.
A Reader
Jaffna.
Hirelings
Editor

SATURDAY REVIEW

Please permit me a little space in
your valuable column to voice my
disgust over the reporting in the
Colombo—based daily newspapers
of Sri Lanka, These darlings and
hirelings of successive governments
perform their tasks marvellously
well that is expected of them by
their masters.

The
debauchery
others who apparently

indulgence in  journalistic
and mud-slinging on
have dif-

ferent views on problems affecting
them has beeome more the rule
than the exception. Afl shades of

opinion should be compromised to
fall in line with their views, If not
a vilification campaign will be car-
ried on even to supress the right
to be heard on views that are not
in confirmity with theirs. All letters
addressed to them that do not find
their favour are promptly put in
the wastepaper basket.

Presidential proclamations - Prime

ministerial  pleas

The article on page 3
headiined ‘Toy Soldiers’..
is by HUMPHREY HA-
WKSLEY in his last des:
patch before being ex-
pelled from Sri Lanka.

it appeared in THE GU- -
ARDIAN of 11th August.

and  ministerial

threats made in public meetings are
couched in colourful phrases and
commended to the people as if
they are thc last word on the sub-
ject. The all powerful press mag-
nates of Colombo have found it
convenient to deceive the masses by
substituting fiction for facts and
imaginations for reality.

The aim of democracy is always
the interest of the society as a
whole and not any class or com-
munity.  All individuals whatever
their race or religion should be
received into political society on the
ground of their common humanity.
Each individual member of the so-
ciety has the right to an equal share
in the political powers of the society.

The present ethnic problem would
not have grown into the Franken-
stein monster which it is today if
political commentaries and editorials
in these so called national dailies
had been unbiased, just and fare,

K. Poopalasingham
Kokuvil East

Bonf e Ok Freedom

1 know that I shall meet my fate
Somewhere in the fields:

At sea or at home,

As a child, as a yvourh

Or as an old man,

In the morning,

In the evening,

At Dusk or at Dawn,

By accident, by a shell.

By a bomb or by bullets.

Those that I fight I do not hate;
But those that I fight for I do love.

My country is bleeding,

My countrymen are suffering
Within prison walls

Or without

In a land

Which itself is a prison.
Shall I run away

to a heaven (?) abroad ?

No request could make them

under stand ;
No_ solution eould stop the bloedshed,
No
No

No

arms could destroy our will;
threat could put us down;

pardon could bring us relief.

Nor lesson, nor thoughts,
Nor laws, nor duty,

But an urge to be free
Drove me.

To take this great plunge

Into the bonfire of freedom.

—Kandiah Shriganeshan
e e ]



Skipper Left 152
To mercy of the
Atlantic

Scores of Sri Lankan refugees sta-
ggered ashore last night to reveal
the full extent of their five = day
nightmare adrift in the Atlantic.

Canada immediately launched an
air and sea search for the ship
whose skipper abandoned them to

the mercy of the waves.

The 152 cold and bedraggled Ta-
mils, the youngest less than two
and the oldest a man of 70, were
crammed on board two 26ft open
lifeboats built to hold 30 people
each.

They were picked up in thick fog
six miles off the coast of Newfo-
ndland on Monday night after dri-
fting: for five days.

Many had paid up to £3,500 each
for the voyage to freedom from
war-torn Sri Lanka.

But the ship which had carried
them half way round the world
dumped them at the first sight of
Canadian land and retreated into
international waters.

Its name was scratched off the
bows of the lifeboats and none of
the occupants could give any clue as
to the name of the mother ship.

BY MARTIN PHILLIPS

If the captain is found, he could
be charged under immigration laws,

police - inspector Jack Lavers said
at the ~Newfoundland capital St.
John’s.

But the tired and confused casta-
ways, who said they had been aflo-
at since last Wednesday, were ex-
pected to be granted exile in Cana-
da for at least a year.

Felix Dobbin, captain of one of
the four trawlers which carried them
to safety said: “They said they were
escaping for their lives. They were
very lucky. They could * have drif-
ted into the ocean and never been
found.”

One of the lifeboats had been
pulling the other with a tiny motor
but the engine gave out.

“Four or five of them were quite
sick and one man looked like he
had a broken arm?”, said Mr,
Dobbin.

- Saturday
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Too weak

The Tamils, who included three
women and five children, were suff-
ering form exposure and desperate-
ly thirsty.

“They drank 24 gallons of water—
all the fresh water we had on the
four boats,” said Mr. Dobbin. <“They
kept saying thank you, thank you.

“The lifeboats didn’t have much
of anything in them — there sure
wasn’t much room for sitting. I do-
n’t know how they stood it for five
days.

«“Some were dressed
but not real warm.”’

fairly well

Some were too weak to even cli-
mb a ladder on to one of the res-
cue boats.

Eight were taken to hospital for
observation when they were landed
at St. John’s.

Immigration officials began inter-
viewing the rest individually, a pro-
cess that is expected to take sever-
al days.

One refugee said the; had paids .

money to an Indian agency to get
them away from their war-torn home-
land, but the ship they came on
was either from China or Korea.

He said he had been on the ship
for between 25 and 30 aays before
they were cast adrift in the life-
boats.

Lurking

The mother ship may have stay-
ed in the area to make sure they
were picked up safey, according to
several fishing boats which reported
seeing a large vessel lurking in the
area on their radar.

Thousands of people have fled
Sri Lanka during the last four ye-
ars because of the civil war there
between minority Hindu Tamils and
the Buddhist Sinhalese majority.

X X X

Refugees Plotted

The castaways found drifting in
the North Atlantic appeared last ni-
ght to be lying about the ordal of
their voyage from Sri Lanka.

Far from being dumped by a shi-
p’s captain, immigration offieials
believe the Tamil refugees agreed
to be left in Canadian waters where
they would soon be spotted.

Their lifeboats were seen by tra-
wlers 11 miles off- the Newfoundind

Review

cost, The Tamils claimed they had
been floating adrift for five days and
knew nothing about the ship that had
abandoned them.

But Canadian authorities are now
convinced the refugees are lying. They
are investigating reports that the
Tamils travelled from West Germa-
ny, not india as they claimed,

Last night West German political
asylum specialist Waldemar Stehn
said the Tamils had been living in
refugee hostels near Hamburg and
paid £2,000 each to a Paris-based
organisation, Tamil Aid, for the trip
to Canada.

The re‘ugees, who carried German
money and wrapped their belongi-
ngs in German newspapers, claimed
they had fled persecution in war-
torn Sri Lanka and paid up to
£3,000 each to be taken 10,000 miles
from the south coast of India to
a point just off Canada.

And the Tamil icterpreter who
helped police interview them in St.
John’s, Newfoundland, was also du-
bious about their storiesi+ .

I don’t think they are telling the
trcth at all,”’ said Rod Singarayer,
who has lived in Canada for 17
years, “They jnst don’t look like
they have been at sea for over a
month.”’

He said their light beards were
far too insubstantial for people who
had supposedly not been near a wash-
room in that time,

Mystery surronding the Tamil cas-
taways deepened last night as ship--
ping authorities tried to trace the
vessel that took them towards Ca-
nada.

Another strand in the puzzle em-
erged with the theory that the final
stage of their nightmare journey from
torture and terror in Sri Lanka sta-
rted in a small German town just
outside Hamburg.

The town council in stade,‘ to the
west of the German city, revealed
that Tamil families who applied for

asylum had left a hostel provided
by the council.

West German political asylum spe-
cialist Waldemar Stehn said the
castaways were then picked up by
buses from the nearby town of
Jork and driven to the French
Channel port of Calais.

There on July 27, they boarded
the mysterious Lebanese ship with
the help of a Palestinian organisation.

" treal, which already has a

According to Herr Stehn, the
Tamils wanted to sail to Canada
because of mounting hostility to
immigration in West Germany.

More than 37,000 Tamils have
sought asylum in West Germany
since 1980.

Prayed

Yesterday refugee spokesman Kan-
dasamy Lingaratnam, 31, claimed
the castaways, prayed, cried and
were seasick during five days at
sea after the ship’s skipper cast
them adrift in two 26ft. lifeboats.

“We thought we had missed the
place and would die,”” he said.

Meanwhile, experts from Lloyds
and the London-based International
Maritime Bureau were leading the
hunt for the ship which allegedly
dumped the Tamils. TMB officers
say’th‘e partly-obliterated name Rejina
Maris was deciphered on one of the
lifeboats.

They have tracked down a pas-
senger chip with the same name
which docked in Bremerhaven, West
Germany, last year to be converted
in to a yacht. :

Lifeboats belonging to the Rejina
Maris were later sold.

IMB director Eric Ellen said last
night: “If we can find who bought
those boats it should lead wus to
the identity of the ship carrying the
refugees.”’

BY NICK CONSTABLE and
MARTIN PHILLIPS

During the rescue trawlers spotted
a faint radar signal from a Jarge
ship apparently shadowing the life-

- boats.

The ship moved out of range shortly
after making sure the refugees were
safe.

Last night the Tamils’
seemed to be working.

gamble

Support

A Canadian immigration depart-
ment spokesman said that half of
the 152 refugees would go to Mon-
3,500-

member Tamil community.

Most of the others are expected
to go to Toronto.

Tamil support groups have pro-
mised food and shelter until the
fate of the refugees is decided.
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Sri Lanka, formerly Ceylon, has
been torn apart by racial conflict
since 1983.

The country’s 1'5 million Tamil,
want independence from the 10 mil-
lion Sinhalese Sri Lankans and a
Tamil state in the north and east
of the island.

There are a number of guerrilla
groups, led by the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam. More than 4, 000
people have been Kkilled since riots
flared in July 1983.

An estimated 50,000 Tamils have
fled to western countries.

The Indian government says more
than 125,000 people have fled in
the past three years to the south
India state of Tamil Nadu which
has 50 million Tamils.

Most reached India, 20 miles away
across the Palk Straits, in fishing
boats.

The Tamils then
agents to smuggle

paid Indian
them to the

West, where they sought asylum
by claiming they were discriminated
against at home by the majority
Sinhalese.

Leaders of thej]. moderate Tamil
United Liberation Front party are
expected to resume talks in the
Sri Lankan capital of Colombo this

week on a peace plan to end the
conflict.

The plan, proposed by President
Junius Jayewardene, is based on the
devolution of power to councils

representing the island’s nine pro-
vinces.

Repatriate

Government officials said yester—
day that they were in touch with
Canadian authorities and have offered
to repatriate the refugees.

But an officer at the Sri Lanka
High Commission in London dis-
missed the idea that the refugees

were fleeing persecution.

He said: <“This has been done
on a commercial basis. They are
trying to take gdvantage of the
undouted terrorist problem to get
asylum in a western country.”

X X X
Lifeboat Refugees
came from Germany

Most of the 152 Tamils found
drifting in two lifeboats off the
Canadian coast on Tuesday began
their journey in West Germany, it
was revealed last night.

It is believed a Paris-based orga-
nisation arranged for. them to be
picked up by French minibuses at
Jork in northern Germany and
taken to Calais, where they boar-

ded an unidentified freighter for the
voyage to Canada.

A social worker in Jork. Herr
Waldemar Steen, said that from
photographs of the refugees who
landed in Newfoundland he recog-

N:.

nised a man who had acted as the
Tamil’s interpreter when they were
staying in West Germany.

The Tamils had grown tired of
waiting for German authorities to
process their applications for poli-
tical asylum, said Herr Steen.

By ROBERT TILLEY
in Munich

Applications for asylum by refu-
gees from Sri Lanka are seldom
successful.

Herr Steen said the 25 refugees
he had known had. been joined by
dozens more from other parts of
West Germany. They assembled in
Jork on July 27 for the journey to
Calais.

Families disappear

Officials in various parts of the
West German state of Lower Sax-
ony—which has thousands of refu-

gees from Sri Lanka — confirmed
that Tamil families had disappeared
from their quarters last month.

Between 1980 and the iniddle of
last year, 37,000 Tamils arrived in
West Berlin and West Germany
from Sri Lanka.

Most flew on cheap East European
airline flights to East Berlin, where
they were sent across the border in-
to the western sector of the city.

After repeated West German
complaints, the East Germans stop-
ped admitting Tamils.

Allowed to stay

Eric Dowd, in Toronto, writes:
Although the Canadian authorites
now know the Tamils lied about
the circumstances, of their arrival
off Newfoundland, the refugees will
be allowed to stay in Canada.

Suspicions that the refugees had

not sailed from India, as they claim-
ed, were aroused when it was

seen that they were wearing FEuro-
pean-made clothing. They also had
German money, watches and jewel-
lery. One refugee’s belongings were
wrapped in a recent West German
newspaper.

The ship that carried the refugees
has not yet been traced but it is
known that the lifeboats used by
the Tamils originally came from a
West German ship, the Regina
Maris.

X X X

Lostmen in a Boat

Generations of mariners know the
waters off Newfoundland for the
fogs in which they are regularly
shrouded. No less opaque, though,
is the truth about how 152 Tamil
castaways came to be drifting there,
in two inadequately provided life-
boats, on Monday night. Pitiable
scenes of this sort are depressingly

familiar in the seas off south-
east Asia. They are unusual, to
say the least, in the Atlantic, a
fact which partially explains why
the event has attracted so much
more attention and human concern
here. The Canadian authorities are
naturally curious to establish the
identity of the ship which brought
the Tamils to their coast and whose
officers appear guilty of a major
crime against the laws of the sea
in setting them adrift. There will,
too, be wider interest’ in knowing
whether the Tamils came direct
from Sri Lanka (as early reports
suggested) or perhaps via West
Germany, as later information im-
plies. Whatever the final facts,
other countries will be anxious to
know them so that they can them-
selves take measures against any
further development of a cruel
trade. i

The mystery, though is how the
Tamils came to be there—not why.
The castaways may or may not
have expected their voyage to end
in the way that it did, but they
were certainly willing to take big
risks and pay big money to leave
their home-. That is because the
civil war in Sri Lanka still remains
intense, displacing thousands of
Tamils not just to refugee camps
on Sri Lanka itself bug
across the straits to India
and to Commonwealth and European
countries that will accept them.
Any hopes that the recent peace
talks in Colombo between a refresh-
ingly statesmanlike President Jaye--
wardene and moderate Tamil groups
will bring an early end to the fight-
ing have foundered on the deter-
mination of more militant groups
to secure a wholly independent
Tamil state in the north and east
of the island. The war has cost at
east 4, 000 lives, takes up a fifth
of Sri Lanka’s budget and hasru~
ptured the country’s standing inter-
nationally. As long as it continues,
there will- be Tamil refugees. So
those countries, and they include

Editorial
The Guardian

Britain, that sell arms (in our case
patrol boatsy to the Sri Lankan
government have at least some res-

ponsibility for their plight. Those
countries, and they again include
Britain, which have resisted inter-

national attempts to put economic
pressure on Sri Lanka (sounds fa-
miliar?) can’t wash their hands of
the continuing consequences.

But that, to a considerable extent,
is exactly what Britain (among others)
has done. Last year, when the

(Continued on page 8)
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- Commenting = en massacres -of
Tamil civilians by security forces
in. the Eastern Province - and -the
massacres of Sinhalese civilians in
two bus explosions, the BBC:corr-
espondent Andrew Whitehead said,
‘the massacre has become the latest
§oljtical gambit: in Sri Lanka.’
This is probably the ugliest faee. of
the present ‘war. The .nmational TV
network Rupavahini employs a quaint
formula in describing Tamil civilian.
casualties of an army rempage—"
t':etrorists'.were killed when.  they
attacked an army _patrol at..”
“Indeed whilg the truth can have
only one version, contradictory
versions by the official media have
become ~so, proverbial, that .such
embarrassing ceremony requires - an
empty head if net a heart of
granite. Unlike the Rupavahini we
Tamils cannot = afford -a = ‘sporting
attitude  to »deaths .of - civilians,
Sinhalese - or Tamil. A

One is reminded of the interyiew
given by Lt. Col. (now K General)
Ranatunge to the Daily. Telegraph
in" 1971 in' the wake of the insur-

Castaways.....
(Continued from. page 7)
Government was seized with a sudden
spasm of panic aboeut the numbers
of Tamils trying to get into this
country, Mr Leon: Britéan . impossed
strict visa restrictions on them: Al-
though these visas have allowed a
limited. number . of Tamils. to = stay
here foriperiods of six or ‘twelve
months, .there . have  been repeated
allegations .that the Home = Office
is. unreasonalby refusing them refugee
statys. -In some cases, it :has begun
deporting people. from last year’s
influx. Compared - with other western.
European nations — most -of . them
with, far- fewer historical links’ with
Sri:Lanka than we have:— Britain’s

policy: -towards: the Tamils has been:
extremely . restrictive. This does - not’

mean that it is exclusively Britain’s
responsibility that the -Tamils were
reduced to relying on the Newfound-
land adventurs. West Germany has
bcen anxious to make things as
difficult - for. them” as” possible ever’
since™a court ruling’ last year ‘that
the situation in Sri Lanka did riot
justify granting refugee’ status. But
Britain has take far' fewer Tamils
than West Germany has. So before
we start reading little moral sermons
at' others for ‘their opportunist and
heartless treatment of ~vulnerablc
people, we “ought ‘to look at our
own record. If, Britain had a more
humare refugee policy, that might
help to “case the pressure which
forces Tamils into gambles _off the
Canadian coast. i

ive Qut Their Lives

kg & Sregd, 3
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gency. He referred to lessons they
had" leaint from, Malaysia and
Vietnam. That  insurgency was put
down in six weeks by massacreing
over 10,000 Sinhalese Youth-consi-
derably less : than  the number of
Tamils killed in the last 9 years. The
same man; is. in  charge - .and we
know his inclinations and those of"
his' overlords.© We also’know  that
the armyis:capable of = repeating its
performance of 1971 in . any Tamil
area outside Jaffna without impedi-
ment. Why is the army  restrained?
Why- did - the aerial bombing  of
Jaffna  cease? Fhe answer 1 believe
is international and Indian opinion.
If - we condone Killings of Sinhalese
civilians' we ‘wilt destroy this restraint
placed ‘:upon the government by
sympathy from this quarter. Amidst
reports of massacres there are Tamil
bus passengers who disappear whom
no-one talks about.

In'Jaffna people are strongly infl-
uenced by the kind of press-
coverage given here and by the

image of tired and hungry boys
doing sentry duty around army
encampments, preveating the army
from moving out. We owe these
boys a debt of gratitude and

more importantly we
future. The best way = of doing it
is not mecessarily by agreeing to
the most vocally expressed — views

- We are reminded of the

owe « them a

A W o el S i

of the time. The kind ‘of games
played here over the TULF’s talks
in Colombo betrays a feeling that s
Jaffna at least can go on like
this forever, .The Tamil papers
recently cafried prominently a news
item about a massive demonstration
in Viswamadu, near Kilinochchi,
against  Provincial = councils and
against killings of Tamils. Those
who know those peasaht§ will realise
that they have little inclination to
think about units of dﬁ:volution.
They are more likely to .be con-

i T
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‘RAJAN HOOLE

cerned with . ‘their daily bread,
fertilisers and what the army may
do. to them after the next ‘incident.’

Such uncritical reporting creates
vain hopes. We need peace, at
least to get hatred out  of our

veins and be normal human beings.
Illiad, the
immemorial poem by the ancicnt
Greek bard Homer. Here what
happens on the plains of Troy
are reflections of a drama in
heaven between the gods, led by

Zeus of the thunderbolt.

_Men expend their cmotions, and
live out their lives, over which

. they have little control.

NEWS BRIEFS
Shelliné - No Respite

Jaffma Town experienced another

round of shelling -from Army Camp
in the Jaffna Fort. The shelling
lasted for nearly two . and a hailf
hours from about 4.30 p. m. on
24th August. .One shell fell a few
yards from the O. P. D. section of
the General Hospital; other shells
fell near Trimmer Hall and. the
vicarage of the Pastor. Vembadi
Girls High School was again : da-
maged hy the shelling. "A young
girl. ‘Regi + Peiris ' (18) who = was
assisting her owner brother died on
the spot, -while the father Peiris(45)
succumbed to his injuries the foll-.

owing day. Nearly 4 died by
shelling- while 45 were injured,
some of them seriously.

Acting Manager of the Hatton
National Bank  (Jaffna Branch)

S,.:k»Sooriak;umér (35) was also one
of the ‘instant’ victims. He wasa
former cricketer, The Army acored
4 diréct hit on the house of Ra-
jaram Nalliah at First Cross Street
ripping: the roof and damaging
the . building which was housing a
coir factory. Fortunately no one.
was working at that time.

‘The town was  enveloped in
darkness after the shelling. Accor—
ding to informed sources Mr,
Amirthalingam, TULF Secretary
General had taken up the ques-
tion of shelling at an unscheduled

_meeting with the President.

Civilians Killed

According to information
supplied to the Coordinator of
the Tamil  Citizens’ . Committees
103 . Tamil civilians have been
killed in the North and Easten
Provinces since Ist August: 37,
Batticaloa, = 23, Trincomalee, 18,
Jaffna, 8§ Vavuniya, 7, Kilinochchi,
3," Amparai, 3, Mannar, 1, Mullai-
tivu, 3, Anuradapura. .

Why
Manavaithamby?

"Many in Sri Lanka were surpri-

sed upon hearing that A. Manavai-
thamby the ex-leader of the once-
proscribed Ceylon— D. M. K, was.
arrested - for ‘spying’ in Madras.
The Indian news magazine ‘Link—
sives details about Manavaithamby
whose crime seems to be - advoca—
ting a Tamil Homeland in India.
The relevant excerpt is as follows:

«It is understood that the police’
have seized from his residence a
casette containing the - recorded
speech delivered by - him at the
Tamil - Eelam. conference . held in
the United States a few months
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Farming Fish
In The North

Text of an appeal sent by
LALITHA BRODIE to the
Government Agent and Dis-
trict Secretary, Vavuniya.

Thank you very much for ‘your.
letter. Tt is good to knew that
when necessary you will assist the
relatives of individuals = killed by
violenee to get their death certi-
ficates. et

We will be grateful if you would
kindly render help and assistance
in the following matters too. '(1)
We understand that fresh water fish
“ingerlings are being distributed in
all other districts suitable for fresh
water tish farming. With the ramy
season round the corner, several
lakes and ponds here are being
dredged and deepened. The lakes
near Hotel Ashok, Ariyakulam,
Iranamadu, Pannalai, Alaveddi and
Thondamanaru and other such water

sources will be ideal to start fish
farming in the North,
Could you please your good

offices and obtain some of thcse
fish flngerlings from - the G.A., Anu-
radhapura for distribution, They
are prolific breeders and grow very
fast too and it will be good if we
can introduce them here (2) Am-
putce patients from the North have
to now travel to Colombo to get
their Jaipur artificial limbs fitted—
Our  Mothers® Front has already
taken a batch of amputees to
Colombo.

Apart from the hazards of pre-
sent day travel, there is always the
risk that young amputee - patients
may be suspected as ‘terrorists’ and

many are unwilling to go to Colombo
to obtain their limbs.

I have written to the Jaffna
Medical Association and I trust you
all can get together and organize
to train suitable personnel so that
the amputees can get their artifi-
cial limbs fitted here in the Jaffna
Hospital - itseif. :

ago. It would appear that' the:
main theme of Manavaithambi’s
speeeh was. that the proper home
for the Tamil should lie in India and
the Tamil state should become
independent of the Union. Also
recovered from the alleged  spy’s

- residence were seven letters wiitten

by the Lankan Deputy Commissi-
oner in Madras, Tissa  Jayakodi.
It ‘appears that Manavaithamby

" had written to the Lankan Prime

Minister Premadasa and received
replies from him. In one of this
letters the Lankan Prime Minister

and allegedly appreciated Manavai
Thambi for advocating the theory
that the Tamil homeland  should
be more appropriately located in
India- rather than in Sri Lanka
(Tamil Eelam).”



1-6-’86 Jaffna—A Vehicle
ying Army personnel hits a

conve-
land-

is thrown into the lagoon, 5 Servi-
cemen are injured, In retaliation.
Security Forces resort to artillery
and shell fire from the Ja'fna Fort
Army Camp. A helicopter strafes
the Town area.

4 including 2 boys aged 12 and
13 are killed; 39 are injured. A
Church, a school and several hou-
e ses and shops suffer damage. A Go-
vernment communique claims that
3 terrorists were killed.

1-6-'86 Bangalapa-duwa,Puttalam—
Sinhalese fishermen on the island
attacked by armed men and ferced
to flee to Negombo.

1-6-86 Araiampati-Special Task Force
personnel open fire. One killed and
several injured ; some are arrested and
removed to the Kallady Army Camp.

1-6°-86 Pesalai—Navy personnel fire
on fishermen. 5 are injured. 9 are
arrested. 3 boats and catch of fish
are confiscated.

1-6-’86  Pattikudiruppu, Mutur —
Security Forces during search oper-
ations in the night arrest 8 married
persons.

2-6-°86 Jaffna—Security Forces fi-
re at random from the Jaffna Fort
Army Camp.

) A 56 year old an and a young
girl on the Main street are serious-
ly injured, The man later succum-
bed to hisinjuries. Aged pensioners
who had collected at the Fort Bank
premises to collect their pensions flee
in fear.

- A Government communique claims
that 4 terrorists were Kkilled,

2-6-’86 Vavuniya—Sittampalam, a
Lawyer and an Ex-President of the
Vavuniya District Development Cou-
ncil is arrested by the Security For-
ces. He is later released due to the
efforts of the Citizens’ Committee.

2-6-°86 Wellawatte, Colombo — 2
Tamils who go to view a film at
the Savoy Cinema are arrested. A
Police spokesman states 2 teirorists
arrested near the Cinema and that
a dragnet covering Hotels, Guest
Houses, chummaries, arrivals by ea-
nes and trains and motor vehicles
set to arrest terrorists.

-~ June °86 Nuwara Eliya — During
checks by Security Forces intensi-
fied in last few days Indian Estate
workers not in possession of Identity
Cards severely assaulted.

2-6-°86 Kaluwanchikudi — 2 dead
bodies with bullet injuries are
brought to the Army Camp by
Security Forces.

mine on the Pannai Causeway and-

June °86 Poonakary — A Pilgrims
Rest is destroyed by Security Forces.

7-6-'86 Selvanayagapuram, Uppu-
veli — Security Forces are stationed
during the day time at a private

residence commandeered by them.
On this day passers-by are detained

and questioned by the Security
Forces stationed at the residence.
Later, on information given by one
of those questioned and released,
a search made at the residence
occupied by Security Forces and
other abandoned adjoining residen-
ces reveal 10 dead bodies with gun-
shot injuries dumped in cess—pits.

A young husband and his wife
and their 6-year old daughter, an-
other young woman anda 50 year-
old Ayurvedic physician are among
those killed. Post-mortem examin-
ation rteveal that both young women
had been raped before being killed,
and that one of the women Wwas a
polio victim.
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rounded by Security Forces. Large
stocks of paddy, other items of food
and hand-grenades are recovered
from a house which is set alight. 50
persons are arrested and removed
to the Army Camp.

4-6-°86 Poonakery —Manivanuane
aged 23, on his way to his Farm,
in arrested by the Security Forces.
The father, a retired school Prin-
cipal who goes to the Army Camp
is informed that his son has been
released. The father complains to the
Government Agent, Jaffna and to
the Poonakary Citizens’ Committee
regarding the disappearance of his
son.

4-6-'86 Atchuveli — A -37-year old
woman and her brother are jnjured
in strafing by a helicopter,

June °86 Palampaddaru, Trincema-
Jee—Home Guards rob Rupees One
lakh worth of jewellery from a Mus-
lim house and rape a Muslim girl,

468 Persons were killed in June

Over 3967 people were arrested.

1986.
Over 1394 were relesed.

3-6-°86 Palugaswewa — Mob of
armed Sinhalese attack the passen-
gers in the train from Batticaloa
to Colombo. 6 Tamils and 1 Mus-
lim woman are killed and about
20 are injured; cash and valuables
are looted. The carnage is stopped
by the Railway Security Staff when
the train arrives at Kekirawa; no
arrests are made.

June ’86 Trincomalee — Sinhalese
civilians also being issued with fire-
arms. Tamil residents live in fear.

June ’86 Elephant Pass — All lorry
transport out of the Jaffna Penin-
sula stopped by Security Forces-

3-6-86  Vavamniya — V. Mohana-
chandran a prominent businessman
is arrested by the Security Forces.

Patamamathan an employee of
the Agricultural Extension Office is
also arrested, The parents who go
to inquire about their arrested. son
Pathmanathan are informed that he
had escaped (when in all probabi-
lity he had been killed).

2-6-’86 Karaitivu, Batticaloa—Speci-
al Task Force personnel of Akkarai-
pattu round up persons congregated at
the Kannagai Amman Temple for a
religious ceremony and arrest 10
youths. '

3.6-'86  Iruthayapuram, Oorani—
Government communique-villages sur-

A muslim Home-Guard has been arr-
esteq in this connectoa.

4-6-°86 Colombo— 2 Tamil youths
who enter a Bank on legitimate bus-
iness are arrested. They are released
after being held for 2 weeks.

4-6°-86 Mihindupura, Andankulam
—Villages attacked and 16 Sinha-
lese are killed by unknown persons-

4-6-’86 Andankulam— K. Thambi-
rajah (72) and T. Manonmany (65)
are killed by Home-Guards.

KILINOCHCHI AREA
from 4-6-’86 — 29-6-"86

Kilinochchi — Militants  in majer
offensive on Security Forces. Some
Security Forces who move out on
foot and in Vehicles to Tharmapu-
ram are surrounded and attacked.
(These Security Forces are reported
to have been rescued later by a heli-
copter and that the vehicles were
abandoned),

All culverts on approach roads
to Kilinochchi are blasted, A tank-
bund is blasted muddying certain
areas, Security Foices fire shells in-
to populated areas, Shell falls on a
hut about a mile away from the
Camp; 5 children all under 10 yea-
rs of age are killed instantaneously.
The mother is seriously injured. Bom-

ber planes and helicopters join in
attack. Several civilian deaths and

large scale destruction of property
feared.

Government communique: 8 terr-
orists killed. Attack by bomber pla-
nes and helicopters is denied but
their presence to confuse and ob-
serve movements of terrorists is acce-
pted. Night curfew is imposed.

5-6-'86 — Security Forces unable
to move out of the abandoned town
due to heavy resistence by militants
resort to intense artillery: and shell
fire with bomber planes and heli-
copters joining- attack.

The injured civilians being ren-

dered first-aid in the jungles.

6-6-’86 Several villages bordering
Kilinochchi bombed by 3 bomber
planes, from about 7 a.m. till noon.
Thousands fleeing carrying the im-
jured with them. Nauseating smell
of dead bodies emanating from all
over the place. All Government
and Corporation employees have
fled. Militant groups claim that
14 Security Forces, had been killed
in Jast 3 days and that they have

lost 6 of their.men.

7.6°-86 Security Forces enter the
Government hospital. Patients are
questioned. Later all patients leave
in fear.

8-6-’86 The night curfew is exten-
ded from 5.a.m. to 4 p.m. Bom-
ber planes and helicopters bomb

and strafe Kilinochchi and envi}'ons.
Large number of persons .bcheved
killed. Security Forces in large

numbers brought in by helicopters.

Fr. Pius, Parish Priest who seeks
refuge in St. Theresas Convent shot
and injured by Security Forees.

9.6-'86 8 persons from Kilinoc_h-
chi with serious injuries are admit-
ted at the Jaffna General Hospital.
A Government communique states
that 2 Security Forces were killed
in action at Kilinochehi in the last

few days.

Comparatively quiet day. Resi-
dents trace dead bodies and cremate
them.  Very badly decomposed
bodies are burnt om the streets.

10-6-"86 —14-6-'86 — Security For-
ces attempting to move out of Camps
into surrounding villages are forc-ed
to retreat. Security Forces main-

tain continuous artillery and shell
fire on villages from the Ca%?é

Thousands flee as refugees.
Government Hospital and all other
Public Institutions in the District
are closed.

15-6-’86 Bomber planes and heli-
copters attack Kilinochchi and ad-
joining villages. )

(To be continued)
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Re-assessing §

The Goveinment of India is cur-
rently éngaged in a detailed review
of its neighbourhood diplomacy to
assess whether the present = policy
of bending backwards to placate
intransigent neighbours is yielding
the desired results.

A comprehensive paper on the
subject has been prepared by the
Ministry of External Affairs for
consideration at the highest level, to
determine whether this policy needs
to be revised in any respect to
make it more effective both in its
articulation and implementation.

Objective unchanged: The basic
objective remains unchanged, to the
extent. that India will continue to
strive for better and mutually bene-
ficial relations with all its neigh-
bours- consistent with the country’s
national interests. The review under
“way relates ~primarily to the proced-
ures to be followed for exercising
the option open to India more
effectively. '

The dia]og\‘le_‘with China, for
example, i running into. difficultes

‘the McMahon line with a
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for reasons that are not directly
connected in any way with deve-
lopments in and around the sub-
continent. A clearer picture of the
new Chinese tactics and their moti-
vations in adopting tougher post-
ures will emerge only after the
latest official level talks in Beijing.

 Emboldened to press claims: But
the fact that China has chosen,
for whatever reason, to reassert
stridently its territorial claims across
token
incursion in a strategically vital
segment of the Tawang region can-
not be viewed in ‘isolation. The
continued internal turmoils’ in India
have emboldended some neighbouring
countries to take liberties and atte-
mpt to step up pressures to extract
concessions. 1

The uneasy relationship with Pa-
kistan has been strained further, not
only by its persistent support to
the extremists in Punjab buf also
by Islamabad’s increasing  assis-
tance to Sri Lanka' in its cam-
paign against Tamil sub-nationalism.
The talk of a friendship treaty or

no-war pact has turned out to be
a non-starter despite all the rhetoric
of a shared desire for normali-
sation.

If the Punjab crisis has given
Pakistan a chance to meddle in
India’s Internal affairs, the incipient
agitatien for a Gorkhaland in the
Sikkim - Darjeeling area is enabling
the hardliners in Nepal to give an
anti-Indian slant to it.  This is
leading in turn to an extension of
Chinese influence in. the mountain
kingdom, while Bhutan is engaged
in complex negotiations with Beijing
for settling its border problem.

Deep-rooted animosities: The re-
cent visit of Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad
has, no doubt, helped to create an
atmosphere of improving relations
with Bangladesh. But beneath the
surface there are deep-rooted ani-
mosities  giving an  unfortunate
twist to the prevailing discords over
issues like the Ganga waters and
maritime boundary demarcation.

The Tamil problem has soured

India’s relationship with Sri Lanka

'Tby’ Soldiers Become.......

(coutinued from page 3)

the international arms market in
Singapore.  Israeli anti-insurgency
experts have been used as advisers.
Up to 2,000 Sri Lankan troops are
being trained - in Pakistan at any
one time:

A shadowy firm known as Keeny
Meeny Services, based in the Channel
Islands, has been training an elite
unit of police commandos, the Spe-
cial Task Force. The firm uses
Western mercenaries, many of them
former members of the SAS, who
are paid between £2,000 and £3,000
a month for their work.

No official figures are published
on numbers in the armed forces,
but there are eight regular batta-
lions ‘with - another eight reserve bat-
talions ready to put against up to
5,000 guerrilla fighters. A 4,000 man
navy is used to patrol the narrow
- Palk Straits across which the guer-
villas ship arms, men and supplies
from southern India.

The police number about 20,000,
with another 7,000 being recruited
by the end of the year. On top of this,
there are several other militias. The

Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Employment” is providing military
training to several thousand youths
in what is ‘called a manpower
mobilisation scheme, the 700-men
of the mercenary-trained Special
Task Force, considered to be the
most skilled military unit, is directly
responsible to the President’s son
Mr. Ravi Jayewardene, who acts as
asecurity adviser.

Up to 10,000 peasants from the
majority Sinhalese community have
been enrolled into the civilian home-
guard militia to protect their wvi-
lages from attacks by Tamil guer-
rillas. Because of the communal
nature of the war, the government
forces are recruited very much
along communal lines — the men
waging the insurgency campaign are
Tamils, the soldiers deployed against
them are Sinhalese. In the  north,
which is nearly all Tamil, the army
is considered an army of occupa-
tion.

Young Tamil men travelling on
routine business say they are terri-
fied when they are called out for
identity .checks. They are made to
stand in a line, their hands on

their heads, The young Sinhalese
soldiers who carry out the checks
are also terrified. They could be
shot at any moment or blown up
by a mortar or landmine.

It is usually after such guerrilla
attacks, that the young soldiers, in
a mixture of anger, panic, Or sim-
ply cold-blooded communal revenge.
murder innocent people. The gove-
rnment has often ordered top-level
investigations into alleged massacres,
but the results have never been
made public. No soldier has heen

court-martialled for his part in an
atrocity, but about 300 have been
dismissed.

In 1981, two regiments were dis-
banded because of mutinous rum-
blings among the men. There are

reports of similar rumblings now.

“In the few years since the crisis
really hotted- up?”’,
ired officer, ‘““we have created a

said one ret-
monster in our security forces. It
because we

But can

is a neccssary monster
have to fight terrorism.
we control it when Lanka eventu-
ally returns to peace ?”

-

. to adopt stronger attitudes.

30th August 1986

to such an extent that this highly
strategic island is becoming increa-
singly vulnerable to all kinds of
foreign influences. Though the two
superpowers have so far kept out,
the lesser ones are getting more
and more involved. either as arms
suppliers or supporters of Sinhala
chauvinism, :

All these disturbing - developments
in India’s neighbourhood are being

studied carefully
the policy options
Government. The

for formulating

open to the
intention is not
But
project Indian Policies in ~such a
manner that the country’s well-
meaning gestures for ' better rela-
tions are not mistaken for appe-

asement.

The next few months are going
to provide- many challenges in the
conduct- of India’s neighbourhood
diplomacy, confronting the country

iohbonrhood Diplomacy

»P

once again. with _the exasperating

dilemma whether a recalcitrant

neighbour can be won over from

a position of strength with some
meaningful concessions, or a display
of excessive solicitude for its
susceptibilities that are quite dif-
ferent from legitimate grievances.

— Hindu (21st Julw

Ruling The Roost

Not the. bombings,

not the shellins.

Not the blood and gore
and the cries of agony.
Caste rules the roost

as. ever before.

From birth to death

the fateful hand is at work.
But what is caste?

Cast in a mould?

Caste is word,

Caste is action.

That is the Buddha word,
The sane word.

Reveal thyselves.

the High Castes.

And you will reveal
ALL.

— ANON—VIII:
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(Continued from page 2)

Thus, it will be seen how Rev.
Fr. Thani Nayagam ushered in a
chain of activities which resulted
in focussing world academics on
Tamil studies. The late Professor
himself summarised it thus: ‘“The
quarterly journal Tamil Culture
now defunct was able to create
a great amount of interest in Tamil
Research and make known the
studies of different scholars in

" various countries of the world.
Fortunately, the Conference-Semi-
nar of the International Associ-
ation of Tamil Research came as
a substitute forum for research pa-
pers and discussions. The Proceed-
ings are a respository of recent
research in Tamilology. The orga-
nisers of the Association as well
as of the Conference emphasised
Tamil Research. The Conference
became also an occasion of Tamil
cultural and literary celebration
for the public. However, the aim
of promoting research should hold
the primary place in its organis-
ation and the sponsors and those
who provide the funds should
endeavour to obtain as wide an
international participation as pos-
sible, providing travel grants to
scholars who labour in different
fields of Tamil studies. Both the
past numbers of Tamil Culture
and the Conference Proceedings
have provided the best evidence of

_ _.enormous interest the recent move-
ment in Tamilology has created in
Universities and Research Institu-

.tes abroad.” (Research in Tamil
Studies, Retrospect & Prospect, (p.
12)

Foreign scholars’ interest in
South Asian and Indian studies
were at one time confined to the
study of Sanskrit alone: mainly
being an Aryan it facilitated the
Indo-Aryan scholars. Although
Caldwell, Pope, Max Muller, Vin-
cent Smith and a few others em-
phasied the need for a -careful
study of the Dravidian languages
and cultures, it was only during
the last quarter century that a de-
finite interest in Dravidian studies
began to manifest itself. During-
the last three decades, much inter-
est has been displayed by foreign
scholars and steady progress has
been made. However, how far this
interest will be sustained remains
~ “yet to be seen. Professor Thani
Nayagam has expressed his own
views about this. The following
observations  should stimulate
thought among dedicated Dravidolo-
gists and Tamilogists to embark on
‘concerted continuous work to sus-
tain Tamil studies at an inter-
national level: ““Though Tamil is
a Dravidian language with an
ancient and uninterrupted literary
and artistic tradition, it is studied
in most foreign Universities moste=
ly because of its peculiar linguis-
tic characteristics or because it is
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NEW HORIZONS..

atool for field work in Tamil
districts. In the last two decades,
its importance as a modern langu-
age of India, and the peculiar
political problems and movements
of Tamil speaking groups and mino-
rities have attracted attention.
Scholars of Indo-Aryan in foreign
Universities find Tamil and Dra-
vidian language increasingly useful
in their understanding of both
Ancient and Modern India. The
architecture and music of the South
now begin to obtain' a place in
academic syllabuses abroad, But
Tamil literature, Philosophy and
religion are not so widely known
as Tamil linguistics and contem-
porary social and political move-
ments.” (Introduction to: Tamil
Studies Abroad.’’) “I have heard
from scholars from different

‘countries that financial grants for

Indological studies and therefore
for Tamil studies as well are not
so liberal now as they used to be.
There is greater interest among
those grants distributing bodies
for Sinology than for Indology.
This, I suppose, is partly due to
the increasing political influence
of China and its possible future
in international affairs......... Tamil
will continue to be studied in
foreign Universities to a limited ext-
ent, especially to illustrate the Dra-
vidian contribution to Indian and
Ceylonese culture. A few scholars
like Kamil Zvelebil, Ron Asher,
Andronov and Klaus Janert will
always adorn foreign universities,
but I do not expect any large
body of Tamilologists to be pro-
duced by foreign universities un-
less there are very powerful sour-
ces of Tamilological scholarship
in Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka...
It should be obvious that unless
there are influential centres of
Tamil Research in the Tamil-
speaking countries, there can hardly
be any noteworthy Tamil Research
abroad. The increasing practice
now is for foreign Universities to
engage young scholars from Tamil
Nadu to teach as well as engage
in research........., Not having in
any country a sovereign and inde-
pendent Tamil State, we can hard-
ly look to the present Govern-
ment of India or Sri Lanka or
any other State where Tamils live
to embark on a programme of
promotion of Tamil studies. The
Government of Madras within
the limits of its possibilities has
helped to some extent in such a
programme. It is therefore, left
to the Tamil people themselves,
especially in Tamil Nadu and Sri
Lanka to promote Tamil studies
and Tamil Research asfar as lies
in their power.” (Research in
Tamil Studies - Retrospect and
Prospect) :

It would not be out of place to
quote here excerpts from an Edit-
orial in the Indian Express on the
eve of the Malaysian International
Conference-Seminar of Tamil Stu-
dies. It gives a vivid description
of the Tamil Cultural con-
quest of India and the coun-
tries in the neighbourhood. It said:
“A Tamil empire, based on Tan-
jore, once comprised Ceylon and
parts of Malaysia, Burmaand Indo-
nesia. The culture and tradition
of these areas were Indian, the
degree depending on the interaction
of the local and als> Chinese
civilisations. They were and are
strongest in Ceylon. But beginn-
ing from the last century the for-
mer ruling race became indentured
labourers and traders. It was in
this humble fashionthat the Tamils
helped to develop the economies
of these countries. A Sinhalese
has said that for every tea bush
in Ceylon ten Indians have died.
But the great Tamil and Indian
culture has become a dim memory
now in these lands. It is there-
fore satisfactory to learn that the
University of Malayasia is to help
in the recovery of the glorious

past. Thirukkural is being trans-.

lated into Malay and also, it is
interesting to find, Mandarin
Chinese. The vast appeal of the
classic will - be further expanded.
These renderings should stimulate
translations into the languages of
Malaysia or more, classics from
Tamil. What India has not been
able to do,Malaysia is to achieve...
The conquest by Indians of South-
east Asia and, what more import-
ant, the absolute cultural supre-
macy they established were achie-
vements comparable to the con-
quest of Asia and Africa by the
West in the last two or three
centuries.”

It 1s very clear that the scope
and depth of Tamil rese-
arch is very large even nearer
home. A high powered academic
group planned and prepared the
future Conference-Seminars of the
International Association of Tamil
Research, so that, the Tamil cul-
tural expansion could be more
authentically documented and
written into History.

To no ‘single man can be attri-
buted the resurgence — cultural or
otherwise — of a particular period.
But the achivements in Tamil
studies during the last three de-
cades, it cannot be denied, was
due to the enormous interest,
grass-root planning, down-to-earth
operations, and sustained inde-
fatigable work done by the late
Professor Thani Nayagam. We
have to view thisin the light of
the stark that there is no sovereign
Tamil State to sponsor, assist or
embark on such a task. To

-
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mobilize the existing favourable
sources  towards that  goal
against manifold odds, political
apathy and oppression = not
excluded, is a Herculean task.
Tpis, We must acknowledge, was
discharged with his customary
captivating amile and determineds
efforts by Professor Thani Naya-
gam.

Since the International Confer-
ence Seminars cover a wide range
of subjects, which include aspects
with even a semblance of Tamil
influence, the inadequacy of time
thus far offered to discuss cert-
ain aspects of Tamil studies, had
occasioned the creation of a sepa-
rate forum for each aspect, Prof.
V.1 Subramaniam, a founder-mem-
ber of the International Associ-
a;ion of Tamil Research, a cons-
cientious scholar committed to
Research, and development of
research, organised the Internation-
al Association of Dravidian Linguis-
tics and has organised many Inter-
national Conferences under its
auspices and all Proceedings have
been published. He is also the
founder and Editor of a journal
called the International Journal of
Dravidian Linguistics - a biannual
of which several issues have ap:

peared thus far. He was also
Instrumental in establishing the
International School of Dra-

vidian Linguistics, in Kerala, with
the generous assistance of the
Kerala Government, the Kerala
University, Trivandram and the
Jesuit Fathers of Kerala, This is
a notable expansion of Dravido-
logical studies for which the late
Professor Thani Nayagam laid the
foundation.

As much as the International .
Association of Tamil Research s
a brain-child of the late Profes.
sor Thani Nayagam, so s the
International Institute of Tamil
Studies at Adayar, Madras, It is
publishing a bi-annual journal call-
ed The journal of Tamil Stadies
and is maintaining international
contacts. We have the publication
of the quarterly journal Saiva Sid-
dbanta which continues to be
published. According to Fr, Igna-
tius Hiruthayam then of Loyola
College and presently Director of
Centre for Inter-faith Research and
Dialogue (Aikiyalayam), Saiva Sid-
dhanta is the traditional religion
of the Tamil land, hence his in-
terest in research in that field.
Rev. Fr. G.M. Gnanapragasam hag
revived the publication of Tami]
Culture with a different form in that
each of the quarterly issues con-
tains articles on a particular field
of study different authors. The
present Director of the Inter-
national Institute of Tamil Studies
Prof. S.V, Subramaniam is as active
as the honey - bee and is endea-
vouring to build up the Institute
to be worthy of its' name,

(To be continued)
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FAREWELL, TORI

My chief Guru is dead. He
died a natural death in his sevent-
ies — unlike so many people in the
North who meet a violent end
long before their life span.

He was a journalist par excel-
lence. Beginning as a sub-editor
in The Times of Ceylon he rose to
the position of Editor-in-Chief of
the Times Group of newspapers.

As Editor he was a terror. A
perfectionist, a comma out of place
was enough for him to explode.

One of my fond memories of
him was in the Morning Times
days when he hauled me over the
coals for a silly mistake. In the
evening, he hauled me over to the
80 Club where he stood me beer-

He was like that, a lovable
character, who was held in very
high esteem not only by the read-
ers but also by those in autho-
rity during his time.

He supported the late Mr. R. G-
Senanayake, then Minister of Trade,
in his efforts to clinch the China-
Sri Lanka trade pact in 1952. Lat-
er when attempts were made to
sabotage the pact, he withstood
all the pressures, including from
even Sir John Kotelawela, who
was Prime Minister, to keep it
going He was not a journalist
who know-towed to politicians,
like many who did so then and
many more who do so now.

He trained a whole set of jour-
nalists who have continued to main-
tain the high standards set by him.

He gave full freedom to his staff
to write anything they wished,
within the law and within reason.

His was the time that press
freedom was not an empty shib-
boleth. Thanks to him, giant
among journalists.

I am sad I could not attend
his funeral because of my commit-
ments in Jaffna.

To him, I cannot say “Farewell,
Sweet Prince,” like what some poli-
ticans say at some funerals.

I can only say, “Farewell, Mr.
Tori de Souza” '

— Gamini Navaratne

State Media’s Lies
Shock Staff

The text of a letter sent to Presi
dent Jayewardene by the Staff of
the General Hospital (Teaching),
Jaffna, on 26th August

We the staff, who were on duty
at the General Hospital Jaffna

(Teaching) between 8 A. M. to 12 -

Noon on 25th August 1986, hasten
to express deep shock and horror
at what was broadcast over the
State Radio and Television last
night and what has been publi-
shed in the Daily News of today
that terrorists fired mortars from
the General Hospital Jaffna to
the Army Camp at Jaffna Fort.

We vehemently deny that such
an incident occurred and regret to
state that we are constrained to
believe that Your Excellency may
have been wrongly informed of
many similar incidents which might
have been far from the truth.

We request Your Excellency to
take action against those respon-
sible for these totally false reports.

SPOTLIGHT

(Continued from page 1)

They will not be bound by any
agreement reached by the TULF.
They would not be forced to accept
a settlement whose terms they dis-
approve of.

Even as talks in Delhi are being
planned it is crystal clear that
the North-East linkage is going to
be the stumbling block in negoti-
ations. New Delhi has several
options to briag about a settlement.
But the situation in the North and
East continues to deteriorate with
the civilian casualty toll mounting.

ON DELHI

Although both sides say that they
will not attack if the other side
keeps quiet the killings go on. The
people want violence against civil-
ians to stop. There seems to be no
intention on the part of India to
effect a ceasefire, truce, ceSsation
of hostility or moratoriam because it
feels an effective agreement of that
nature cannof be implemented. The
question then arises as to whether
New Delhi can push through a set-
tlement, that would be durable or
could be implemented when it is
unable to bring about a ceasefire.

The full text of the Memo-
randum of the People of Jaffna
submitted to J. R. Jayewardene,
President of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, presented on 27th
August 1986 through the Go-
vernment Agent of Jaffna.

We the residents of the city of
Jaffna with a population of over

“two lakhs of peace-loving people

submit this Memorandum to your
Excellency for your consideration
and urgent action.

The Army in the Fort had been
firing shells and rifle shots which
almost always fall on civilian
targets. These shells are very
powerful and have great destructive
power. They hit many homes
and places of work. Last week
also a shell from the Army Camp
fell in the Grand Bazaar result-
ing in the deaths of a shop owner
and three customers.

The fondest dreams of the newly
wedded Bride and Bridegroom
were blasted by a bomb shell
sent from the Fort which fell kill-
ing promptly the Bridegroom even
before the couple could have
seen properly each other’s face.
The unfortunate Bride was trans-
formed instantly into a widow; the
sorrowful story continues in this
instance with. the further death of

“an elderly visitor to -the ™ wedding

house taking place in the same
spot. '

Nadarajah Jayewardena, a youth
who had made all arrangements
to get married had to undergo
the gruesome ordeal of his Wedd-
ing - house being  transformed
into a Funeral house a few days
ago, when a shell from the Fort
struck his home, taking away
from this earth the beloved life
of one of his cousin brothers.

Three days ago one evening
(24-08-86) a shell volleyed from
the Jaffna Fort Army
Camp fell at the Jaffna Razaar
taking away the lives of six per-
sons including that of a Bank
Manager and that of a young lady
and had further caused grievous
injuries to twenty five others, some
of whom are still struggling for
life. Almost daily normalcy of
the town is being disturbed.
“The Government General Hos-
pital Jaffna is situated hardly 200
meters from the Army Camp and
it has not been free from shells.
The Law Courts are housed in
buildings situated less than 100

meters. Many Government De-
partments such as the Inland
Revenue, Co-operative, Labour

and Telecommunications are also
over-looking the Jaffna Fort Camp.
The Jaffna Bazaar is only 150
meters from the Army Camp.
The Chest Hospital, all main

50ch ugt i96

DEACELOVERS PETTION PRESIENT

commercial banks, Public Library,

General Post Office, Newspaper

Offices and Schools are all situ-

ated 100 meters from the Army

Camp. There are many Churches,

Mosques and Temples close to

the Army Camp. Even ceme-

teries and burial grounds are situ-

ated in this area. Needless to
say for hundreds of years this

locality had been the nerve-centre
of Jaffna and the concentration

of - population is very great in this

area. :

In these circumstances the da-
mage caused to people and public
institutions  will necessarily be
greatest if any conflict starts in
this area. The conflict is not con-
clusive but unfortunately citizens
and civilians are the poor victims.

-No citizen of Jaffna is able to
move freely in the town for fear
of falling shells. People are not
able to sleep in peace. They fear
that at any moment the shells
could fall on their homes, blast-
ing the buildings and killing in-
mates and bringing untold des-
truction. > :

Your Excellency, please consider
the plight of the peaceful people
of Jaffna and the miseries of the
pitiable families who have become
refugees and untold horrors of the
people who are the victims of ©

“attacks fromrthe~Army Camp. It

is inevitable, you will appreciate,

" that the Army Camp in the Fort'

should be removed at once.

The people and their lives are
precious. The Dharmista Principle
enunciated by Your Excellency must
be given effect to, and your
Government must in the name of
humanity remove the Armed For-
ces stationed in the Jaffna Fort
which is situated in the nerve cen-
ter of Jaffna Town, and any body
will agree that the removal must
be immediate.

It is humbly submitted that the
immediate removal of the Army
Camp from the Fort will not only
be a humanitarian gesture to the
suffering people of Jaffna but
also it will go a long way to cre-
ate the necessary climate for the
amicable ending of the Communa
Conflict. .

We the people of Jaffna wurge’ -
Your Excellency to provide a
lasting solution with love and dig-
nity, giving all peoples of our
Fair Island equal rights. The
magnanimity of the majority of
people whom you represent should’.
go a long way to alleviate the
justifiable fears of the minority
people..

Hoping you will take immedi-
ate action on our earnest appeal
and remove the Army Camp from
the Jaffna Fort.

Printed

paper at the General Post Office, Sri Lanka, under QJ I101.

and Published by New Era Publications Ltd., 118, Fourth Cross Street, Jaffna, on 30th Augu: 1986. Registered as a news-



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)

