~«of the North under threats
“kind will be no settlement at all.
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The latest  proposails of President
Jayewardne’s Government to settle the
ethnic problem were wunder serious
consideration by the militant groups,
some of whose top leaders are now
in Jaffna, when it fouled the whole
atmosphere for further negotiations by
imposing a fuel’ ban on the North.

The fuel ban has begun to seriously
disrupt the lives of the people of the
North. But if the Government’s stra—
tegy -is to pit the people against the
the militants, we say it will not werk.

Any settlement forced on the people
of any

Echoing the people’s sentiments,
Mr.V.Balakumar, leader of the Eelam
Revolutionary Organisation of Students
(EROS), told the SATURDAY RE-
VIEW in an exclusive interview; ‘‘We
will not give in to arm-twisting by
any side’’,

This was a reference to the Indian
Government’s pressere tactics, through
the Tamilnadu Government, and the

Sri Lanka Government’s economic sanc-
tions—the fuel ban is only the first
step—to make the militant groups
accept the proposals devised with India’s
“good offices’’.

The proposals go far, very far, to
satisfy the aspirations of the Tamil
people.

These deserve serious consideration
and, we would say: acceptance.

What has been offered is no less
than the powers enjoyed by the Stafe
of Tamilnadu =

The militant groups must not miss
this pomt

We repeat yet again that Presi-
dent Jayewardene has gone as far as
any national leader from the South
could go to meet the legitimate de-
mands of the Tamil people in the
context of the overall political situa-
tion in the country.

We admit there are a few small
snags but these could be smoothen-
ed out by direct talks between Pre-
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kulam in the Vavuniya District along with
members who were taken
Security Forces have not yet
due to the efforts of the

Committee, Dr.C.V. Pararajasingam their relatives

V. C. Members Arrested

The President of the Village Committee of Nellu-

seven other
into custody recently by tha
been released. However,
Citizens’
were

Secretary of the

permitted to meet them. The Government Agent, Vavu-

the Citizens’

niya, K.C.Logeswaran and the Asst. Government Agent,
M.A.Karunapalan have, in a letter submitted through
Committee to the
Vavuniya indicated that the arrested members

Army authorities in
were in

nro way connected with any militant movement but on

the contrary, they areinthe Service of Government.

sident Jayewardene and the militang

leaders.

But then the correct atmosphere
should be created for a direct die
alogue to take place.

Such a dialogue cannot take place
under threats of any Kkind.

Our repeated call for direct - talks
has been misunderstood and misrepre-
sented in certain quarters.

to see anything
of India’’,

We do not wish
done ¢behind  the back

which has been a source of great
solace and strength to the militant
groups.

India has done its job. The milit-
ant Jeaders must take over from there,
meet President Jayewardene and com-
plete the job—if they are still inter-
ested in a negotiated settlement.

Or fight on to a finish. Whose fi-
nish? The finish of the Tamil people
of Sri Lanka? The finish of Sri Lanka
itself?

FICTION-AND FACT

The State - controlled DAILY
NEWS, ina front - page story on
9th January, based on the State-
controlled Media Centre. in Colom-
bo, provided some fiction of the fir-

_storder.

But the message was clear : The
1,000 metre ‘security zone’ was go-
ing to be imposed in Jaffna as well!

There were no ‘warnings en loud-
" hailers that the citizens of Jatfna
should move out ofa 2,000 yard
perimeter around Jaffna Fort”, as
claimed bythe Media Centre and
published in the DAILY NEWS.

“Seven terrorist bunkers destroyed.
Fort danger zone cleared of civilians,”
read DAILY NEWS headline,

We appeal to the Editor of the
DAILY NEWS and other journalists
from the South to come and see
what is actually happening in the
North and particularly in Jaffna.

" Just as in the case of Trincomalee
district first, and later in  Batticaloa
district, and then in Valvettiturai
and Point Pedro, people have been
forced to move away from near

Army Camp sites.
The same thing is likely to happ-
en in Jaffna town before long.

Even without overt pressure, ‘many
people have - already moved away
from areas close to the Jaffna Fort,
especially Koddady. Who wants to

live near an Army camp and suffer
the consequences?

But to ask the people of Jaffna
town to move away — it has not

been done yet —will be the henght of
madness,

Where the hell are they going to
go?

We know the Army is itching to
come out, for a final show - down.

SAT-
within
continue
We

But whatever happens,  the
URDAY REVIEW, which is
the 1,000 metre range, will
to furiction as long as possible.
will not move.

Undertakers of all types are wait-
ing.

WHAT'S UP?

The Chief of the Joint Operations
Command (JOC),General Cyril Wee-
ratunga and the Army Commander,
Major General Nalin Seneviratne
were reportedly in Jaffna on Thurs-
day,

X FLASH

A settlement of the ethnic
problem, through direct talks
between President Jayeward.
ene and the militant leaders,
appears imminent, according
to reliable sources, both in
Colombo and lJaffna.

BICYCLE THIEF

Some cracko stole the S.R’s Edi-
tor’s bicycle .from his residence at
Kasturiar Road on Tuesday night,
a bicycle which was never kept lo-
cked every time because of the tru-
st he had in the Jaffna people.

Now he has to walk two miles
to the office and back daily.

In Style

Despite the fuel ban and the air-
strike, Jaffna celebrated Thai Pon-
gal .on 14th January in grand style
beginning with crackers going off

from the previous evening.
The din was such that it appea-

red as if the Army had finally
come out!

Thanks to the Government and
The Boys for a peaceful and hap- -
py Pongal!

Release All

Political

Prisoners

In Sri Lankan Jails
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M. Sc.
in Biotechnology

The Department of Biochemistry
of Jaffna University will ceremoni-
ally inaugurate the M.Sc, Biotechno~
logy Course at a function on Mon-
day at 10 a.m.

Prof. S. Vithiananthan, Vice-Chan-
cellor of the University will preside.

The main purpose of starting this
two-year course is to provide bio-
technologists for biotechnology-based
industries in Sri Lanka which is
rich in cereals and tubers. The corn
and manioc starch could be con-
verted into glucose using enzymes.
The glucose would form the raw mate-
rial for confectionery and many bio-
iechnology-based industries. By fer-
mentation, glucose is converted into
high value products like citric acid,
lactic acid. antibiotics, ethanol and
many more. Citric acid and lactic
acid aie used in food industries.
The setting up of bio-tech indust-
ries would not only create employ-

ment and help development of the
area but also gwe biotechnologists
an in-plant training.

ring a search operation

Jaipur Foot Work-shop in the North

The Mothers’® Front of Jaffna r¢-
alised the need for the rehabilitation
of the less fortunate ones in the
community, who by circumstances
beyond their control, have lost iheir
limbs. The total number of those
who would benefit by the Jaipur-
Foot in the country was estimated
at 30,000. Out of these a good num-=
ber are from the North. The Pro-

ject at Colombo has been sucess—
ful due to. the untiring and selfless

STF

SHOOT OUT

Five young men were shot and

killed by the Special Task Force
on 3rd January at Manchanthodu-
vai in the Batticaloa district. Du-
militants
had reportedly fired on them. Be-
cause of the skirmish people fled
their homes only to be shot at by
the STF personnel.

Those killed were: P. Koman
(20); A. Manoharan (24) father of
a child; P. Rasenthiram (24), ma-
rried six months; T. Ravichandran
(24), father of a seven ~ month-old
child and W. Christopher  (24),
married seven months ago.

FULL POWER

The Minister of National Securi-
ty, Mr.Lalith Athulathmudali, accord-
ing to reports from Colombo,
been put in sole charge of security
matters in the North and the East.
In a statement made by him in
relation to the decision of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) to take over the civil ad-
ministration, the Minister condemned
this decision and warned that ser—
ious steps would be taken to foil
its action. He, however, did not
elaborate.

A e

Now, it is Kumar
Vs SR,

The inquiry into the complaint
made to the Press Council by Mr.
Kumar Ponnambalam, Tamil Cong-
ress leader, against the SATURDAY
REVIEW perhaps the only English
newspaper in the ‘world fighting
actively for the Tamil cause  was
concluded on 1st. January.

We applaud Mr. Ponnambalam’s
concern about thc reputation of
his father, Mr. G.G. Ponnambalam,
Q. C. Reputations must be preser-
ved ut all costs.

We are eagerly awaiting‘ the

Council’s ruling

has

service rendered by the members of
the Colombo Friend-in-Need Society
who are responsible for the project
and their sponsors.

They have volunteered to as--
sist in this project in Jaffna. The need
for such a project was felt by many
due to the great hardships an am-
putee has to undergo in travelling
to Colombo and be away from
their homes for a long period of
time. Preliminary surveys

with the Colombo Project Officials,
who have selected two amputees to

be trained in Colombo. The ground

work has been done with the offer
of a generous citizen who has allow-
ed the use of her house at Chundi-
kuli to set up the Jaipur Foot Work-
shop. The Mothers Front have had
offers of help from local sources,
However, much more is needed for
this project to get off the ground

and curtain itself.

NEW CRECHE

A creche built with t}m»..genero-sny

in Sri-
December

of the Canadian Embassy
Lanka was opened on 27th
at Thirunagar.

The Bishop praised the parish priest
of St.Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna,Rev.
Fr.S. Hillary Jebanesan for taking the

~initiative in establishing the creche.

The creche named«<“Deogu Creche®’
was declared open by the lighting
of the traditional oil lamp by the
Rt.Rev.B.Deogupillai,Bishop of Jaffna
and the Municipal Commissioner,

Mr.C.V.K.Sivagnanam.

Fr.Jebanesan the

function,

presided over

THONDA'S VIEW

The Minister of Rural Industrial
Development, Mr. - S. Thondaman
in an interview to the Press in Ta-
mil Nadu on 3rd January, is re-
ported to have stated that no fi-
nality could be reached in any di-
rect talks between the Sri Lankan
Government and the representatives
of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam. He is reported to have ad-
ded that India’s efforts were indis-
pensable to settle the problem. The
succour so far given by India to the
refugees from:Sri Lanka was com-
mendable and in the same manner
India should ensure that they- were
able to go back to Sri Lanka to
live in peace and amity.

made by
the Mothers Front indicate that there -
is a great demand for Jaipur Foot..
They have already had discussions

We are confident that the large
heartedness of our people will not
fail us. With this hope we have

committed ourselves to this project,
to bring sunshine to those amputees
who are affected and who look
forward to our help. A gift of a limb
will Cost Rs 1000/- only.

We appeal to you to send in your
contributions to the Treasurer, Jaipur
Foot Workshop, No.5, Old Park Road
Chundikuli. Every contribution will be
gratefully acknowledged, ¢states—a
press-release from-the Mothers’ Front.

.APPRECIATION
S.GANESH

Even though Selliah Ganesh, for-
mer Additional Landing Surveyor
and Asst. Collector of - Customs,
Northern Division is no more with
us, the memories of his association
still linger in our minds. Ganesh
hailed from a respectable family in
Jaffna. He was educated at Anura-
dhapura and joined the Government
Service in 1956.He served in Colombo,
Anuradhapura, Batticaloa, Vavuniya
and Puttalam. He was very popular
wherever he worked and earned the
respect and confidene of his super-
iors. He rose to the rank' of an
Administrator in the Sri Lanka Ad—"
ministrative Service and held several
coveted posts, in the Public Service.

Lao Tse, the Chinese Philosopher
remarked that the persons who pos-
sess virtues attend to their obliga-
tions and those who do not possess
virtues attends to their claims. Ganesh
belonged to the former category. He
is an ardent devotee of Lord Mu.
rugan. Ganesh was responsible for
the construction of a temple for Lord

Ganesh in Vavuniya which stands
as a monument for his religious
activities. He greatly contributed

towards the introduction of the Mini
Kachcheri concept when he was
A.G.A. Jafina.

with his pleasing ways, he became
friend of all and foe of none. He
was very knowledgeable and witty
and one could gain much from the
association and discussion with .him,

e

He was a devoted husband, affec—
tionate father, and a reliable friend.
It is very difficult to find people
of his calibre either in -the Public
Service or in our day to day life.
He possessed qualities which are
worth emulating. Thereis a stanza:
in Thirukkural, the translation of
which runs thus- - :

«A man’s cleverness and reputation
will manifest on achievements left
behind”’.

This is most appropriate to Ganesh.
May God take him to. his Arms.

—K. NADARAJAH
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The Eelam Revolutionary Organi-
Sation (EROS) is not averse to dire-
ct talks with the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment to settle the ethnic problem,
prvided all the other militant groups
are invited, the necessary climate is
created for such a dialogue and a su-
itable venue is arranged.

This was what EROS Leader V.
Balakumaran told the Editor of the
SATURDAY REVIEW in an exclu-
sive interview this week,

MR. BALAKUMARAN WAS SPE-
CIFIC ON ONE POINT: NO TH-
REATS, NO ARM-TWISTING OF
ANY KIND FROM ANY SIDE.

The tall, bearded leader of one of
the most significant Tamil » militant
groups had just returned from Mad-
ras with his bag and baggage.

He was bitter about the treatment
meted out to the militant Ileaders
in Madras by the Tamilnadu Govern-
ment, most probably at the behest
of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

Mr. Balakumar was very worried
about the situation in the Bastern
Province, where the Security Forces,

especially the Special Task  Force,
are continuing to play mayhem with
peoples’ lives.

‘“You are concentrating too much
on the North, particularly Jaffna”,
he rebuked me. <“What is happening
in  Trincomalee, and Batticaloa
gets little report in your paper’’.

[ pleaded guilty. The problem is
that communication and transport
difficulties have virtually cut us off
from the East.

As a journalist, I would tike to
go personally to Trinco and Batyj
and assess the situation. But I am
afraid for my life because of the
presence of the STF and the Home
Guards, who appear to have re-
ceived a licence from the Govern-
ment to kill and kill yet again. I
want to live a little Jlonger. This
point I made to Bala and he un-
derstood it.

How can we get over the Great
Divide —the Sinhalese on one side
and the Tamils on the other, with
the Muslims in bstween?

I discussed this and many other
matters with Bala. He was quite

LKS, Yt

frank in his views. No hedging,
no prevarication, as with some
political leaders, both in the South
and the North.

I admire Bala’s courage, his ten—-
acity and his humility, He has done
much for the Tamils’ cause.

But what more can' he do? Is
it all in the stars? I wonder some-
times. But the stars are erratic in
their path now, what with satellites
going and intefering in their move-
ments.

There arc satellites on the Earth
too: of various types and sizes,
some not sure of their orbit.

Bala’s view is that the Govern-
ment is, and never was interested
in a political settlement. ““It’s actions
in the Eastern Province and now
in the Northern Province, (particu-
larly the strafing and shelling of
Jaffna on 7th January and the
cutting off of fuel supplies) are in-
dications that it wants to go in
for a military solution.”’

;' 1, too, cannot but help agree with

him. The exchange of prisoners of
war between the Government and

S,

UT...

the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) on 19th December, 1986,
would lead to a new phase in the
relations between the «warring fac,
tions. The significance of the exch-
ange was that for the first timein
the past decade direct coutact had
been established between the two
sides, Lalith himself was there at
Palaly. It should have led to ar-
rangements for a direct dialogue
between the Government and the
militant groups to bring to anend
a situation which is sapping the
life-blood of the nation.

That was not to be. First,
fuel ban. Then the air strike.

the

Bala was very sad over these de-
velopments. A wholesome atmosp-
here for a political settlement was
being developed when suddenly the
Governments messed it all up by
two acts of crass stupidity—or sin
ister design.

As 1 took leave of Bala, 1 was
just wondering what if the milit.
ant groups, through some means
stopped the oil supply to the South’

Afierall,all is fair Love - and war

—GAMINI NAVARATNE

=

This collective appeal for Peace
has been signed by prominent clergy
of different religions, university pro-
fessors and lecturers, editors of
journals and intellectuals and other
people involved in the peace move-
ment.

It is time the people of Sri Lan-
ka came to their senses! Our Jea-
ders of whatever party or creed
by and large, with very few ex=
ceptions, have failed us,  madness
reigns, cruelty run amok, humanity
lics bleeding our sisters and broth-
ers, children and parents, Sinhala
and Tamil, Buddhist, Hindu, Chris-

tian, Muslim. Let’s face it our
country stinks!
We are all responsible, some

_~more than others no doubt, but no

one can. escape the guilt and if we

. do nothing about it we are certai-

nly responsible.

Is there no way out? no hope?
is ‘there no compassion no wisdom
left anymore? are we to reconcile
ourselves t: the jnevitable? Moio

and more destruction, more and more
bloodshed more, and more misery?

We must rise up and say “No!”’

No to destruction, bloodshed and
misery or perish.. If we do not
come to our senses, all that we
cave treasured, held dear in the
, hommon life of our nation, our

Tell the people

~the truth

peoples will perish and  darkness
will prevail.
Let us call up from the depths

of our peoples, all our peoples, a

worthy response, worthy of  the
best in us, in. our culture and
heritage. worthy of the best that

is still to come, that can turn back

the tide of madness and cruelty,
and restore, create, build sanity,
love and peace.

" Tell the pe\:ople' the truth, the

common people, tell them what the

leaders are afraid to say, what
the media hide from them, = for
only a movement of the people,

a broad front of reasonable people,
cutting across sectional barriers, a
genuine Sri Lankan movement.
conscious of realities, the people
rising up for justice and peace. Peace
on the basis of justice, only such a
movement can prevail upon the
leaders out of the bittér conflict.

We must all face the
truth, of course, is complex, There
were certain imbalances certain mi-
nority power blocs in special positions
result of imperialistic policy of divide
and rule, some of this still persisting
part of the present system. Some
change had to come but how did it
come? There was gross violation of
elementary principles of fair play.
Then, there are faults on both sides,
needs, poverty on both sides, exploita-
tion, oppression on both sid:s,violence
on both sides, but the Sinhala ra-
cists, who have state power behind
them, bear the primary responsibi-

lity.
Time and again the Tamil mino-
rity have been denied, what-

ever special positions some of the
elite may enjoy, the masses of the

Tamil minority have been denied
certain basic rights, certain  basic
concessions, a fair share due to

truth, the '

them in language, land, education
and employment, these are the ba.
sic demands, met with refusals,
repressions, over the years, the Ta-
mils protested, at first peacefully,
then fought back, and so Sinhala
racist power blocs become hell-bent
on war aginst Tamils, as if direc-
ted towards extermination. and Ta-
mils see no option but to retaliate

as hard as they can and that rea-
ches hellish proportions too.
And " Sinhala power blocs using

state power are bolstered by foreign
state power and Tamil counter-att-
ack is bolstered by other foreign
state power, a prospect of endless

conflict, endless violence, endless
misery.
The primary responsibility, the

primary violence, the primary terro-
rism, is wrong use of state power.
people denied justice, elementary
rights we must all understand this.
The violence of ‘‘terrorists’® arises
from the violence of terrorism in
our society, wc are responsible, ¢s-
pecially those who wield  power,

but also we the electors of go-
vernments.

And not only the state but in-
ternational power politics multi-na-
tionals, militarization, the arms-
race are responsible. Third-world
problems are directly linked with

(Continued on page 11)



4

17th January 1987

SRI LANKA

fifitarism \ud Econoniic Cri

Saturday Review

Extracts from a paper presented at the Asian' Regional Women’s con- :
ference on Militarisation And [is Effects (sponsored by the World coun-

cil of Churches.)
Delegates

Philippines, Sri
and Hongkong.

wito participated were
India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Laos, Malaysia,
Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, USA,

from Ausfralia, Canada, Germany,
New Zealand, Pakistan,
Okinawa

The evils of militarism has with
all its powers rooted itself firmly
in the soil of Sri Lanka. This has
caused immense hardship to our
people, socially, politically and eco-
nomically. The militarism has rapi-
dly t&ken place in Sri Lanka under
the pretext of containing the ethnic
crisis. The Pearl of the Indian Oc-
ean known to the world over for
its tranquil beauty has now become
a volcanic eruption of ethnic tens-
ion, hostility a hot bed in the In-
dian Ocean.. '

The Prevention of Terrorism act
enacted in 1980. attempts to dsal
with violence which accompanies the
demand of the militant Tamil Youth
groups for the establishment of a
Sovereign Independent State of Ee-
lam in the North and East of the
Island. The Prevention of Teirorism
Act is a -violation of Human Rig-
hts. and no country that respects
the rule of law could even dream
of enacting an authoritarian Legis-
lation of this nature. The only
parallel legislation to it is the inf-

amous Terrorism Act of 1967 of
the Republic of South Africa. Alt-

hough this law was said to conta-

in Tamil militants, it is- being used
against the Sinhala people, who
show any type of dissent. There
are over three hundred Sinhala yo-
uths who have been taken into
custody under this law. The latest
casualty is  Mr. Pulsara Liyanage,
Asst.Lecturer, University of Kelani-

ya, who otherwise would have att-
ended this confersnce.

The foreign debt which' was 4.5
billions in 1977 has increased to
67.6 billions in 1985. The domestic
debt which was about Rs. 18 billi-
ons in 1976 has rocketted to Rs.-
63.19 Dbillions in 1985. :

With the economic instability in
the country, discontent grows. When
discontent grows, protests ‘errupt
and will become violent. To contam
this situation, the authorities parti-
cularly in Asia resort to undemoct-
atic repressive measures in order to
preserve the power of the ruling
class. A complete militarisation thus
takes place at the expense of dev-
elopment and welfare of the poor.
In Sri Lanka militarisation in the
guise of a threat to the unitary
government by Tamil  Militants,
militarisation had rapidly taken pl-
ace as evidenced by the expenditure
for the Defence Ministry. The def-
ence expenditure of Rs. 919.9 mill-

by

Nirmala Balaratnam

To suppress and eradicate the
armed struggle of the militant yo-
uth all methods of atrocities have
been perpetuated by the™ governm-
nt which is presently engaged in
a genocide of the Tamil people.
I will not go into details of the
atrocities committed by-the Army
for -all of "us know the implications
of a war-torn country. Army atro-
cities, violation of rule of law has
been the order of the day in the
predominantly Tamil areas

The following data is sufficient
to assess the e¢conomic instability
that prevails in SriLanka and the
bankrupt policy of the open econ-
omy which widens the gap between

the haves and the haves-not by
making the rich, richer and the
poor, poorer.

jons in 1980 and in 1985 Rs.5,035.8
millions and provision has been
mads for an expenditure of Rs.10,
335 millions for 1986 and a furth-

er Rs.270 millions for ~«“Manpower
Mobilisation’ in 1987.
In sharp contrast the budgeted

expenditure for 1987 on Education
is Rs. 4°5 billions, Health Rs. 2.9
billions, and Social Services Rs. 2.2
billions, The budgeted expenditure
onn the Army on it own is Rs. 3.1
billions, which exceeds the individu-
al Ministry votes of the Ministries
of Local Government and Housing,
the Ministry of public Administra~
tion, the Ministry of Lands and
Land Development, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Agricultural Resea-
rch and the Ministry of Post and
Telecommunication.
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About 45 ./- of the population, that
is, around seven million in Sri Lanka

‘live on food stamps, The iesources

that are reserved for rhe 45 . of
the population who are below the
poverty line is around Rs. 2 billion

for food stamps while over Rs. 10
billion are re:erved for Military
Expenditure.

In this context when we compare
the Revenue and Expenditure of
the country and the public  debt,
the econmic crisis is very clearly
portrayed.

The ethnic crisis and the military
operation have been brought in its
wake seyvere problems, economically
to the country and to the Tamii
People in the areas of conflicts bet-
ween the Army and the Tamil Mili-
tants. The impending cconomic Cri-
sis as  is appaient from the debt
crisis affects the entire country while
the military operations in the Tamil
areas have resulted in a refugee
population of around 102,428 people
consisting of 18,242 families in the

eight districts in the Tamil areas
as at 30.9.1986. There have been
substantial loss of civilian lives

and propsrty.. A further refugee
population estimated around over
100,000 have fled to India while
a substantial number have sought
refugee status‘in various countries,

In order to contain the political

and social discontent that lead to
unrest by an economically oppre-
ssed people, the government has to
embark on militarisation to remain
in power, The ethnic problem has
been fully exploited by this gover-
nment to hide away the corruption
and economic mismanagement to mi-
litarise at the expense of economic

"development and social welfare of

the people of Sri Lanka,

Talking Peace And Playing War

O going to the South one is he-
artened by  becoming aware of
many who see this ethnic probjem as
a human problem involving human
feelings and aspirations, and which
must be - solved on  the  basis of
- justice and equal protection and digni-
ty under the law for all. To quote
Fr. Yohan Devananda, “Itis won-
derful how close one can get to
know one another in so short a time
when so much is at stake”. :

Such people, with whom one may
include the activists of the MIRJE
and the CRM, would maintain that
there is grave injustice in this count-
ry at vacious levels. Behind the fa-
cade of the Colombo of = high life
modern cars and super markets,
there lurks the iniquity of exploited
labour and devalued humanity. Gir-
Is, whose mothers in their time lived

fairly comfortably at home on  their
fathers’ earnings, now work in fact-
ories 7 daysa week, 12 hrs a day
with compulsory overtime, for a me-
agre gross monthly earning of Rs.
750/~ . The infelicitous vaunt of a
minister to solve the Tamil problem
by settling en masse certain armed
groups of Sinhgalese in Tamil arcas-
also involved Singhalese victims of
the present system who were to be
used cynically to f{eed thc engines
of racial hate. These proposed settlers
would have , been people deprived
in some way— people unable to earn
a living wage in cities, landless living
on the cdges of large estates and
those whose lands were recently acq-
uired for use by sugar -multinati-
onals. Tamils have the special prob-
lem of being made victims of racial
violence which 'has been jofnecf'in
by forces of the state. Many of

them would feel that the failings of
the Tamils and the support render-
ed by them to militant groups, must
be understood sympathetically. : Hys-
terical demands for the use of force
come not from adesire for justice,
but from a wish to maintatn inde-
fensible positions  and  privileges.

by Rajan Hoole

This tangled skein of intertwined
and injustice and iniquity cannot
be righted by a deployment of guns,
batons and bicycle-chains. This, they
would  maintain, hasto be done
by changing the laws and the condu-
ct of officials and those entrusted
with authority, so that all people
will feel cared for by the state and

will have reason to respect its dig-
nity and laws.

FRAUDULENT LIBERALISM

I was cautioned against persons
practising another fraudulent kind
of liberalism, all the more danger-

ous for being very respectable. Such
persons would wax emotionally on
the need for peace and the need to
be nice to the Tamils, even ftreat
them as brothers, But . at the same
time they avoid the fundamentalf™
question of Justice— the need to
make changes that will assure Tamils
dignity and the right to life as equ-
al citizens of this country. So called
concessions do not face the problem
of how capriciously the Tamils have
been treated. The speech of a minist-
er in the wake of July 83 where he
said to Tamils in the audience, ‘who
attacked you? Sinhalese, Who protect-
ed you? Sinhalese. It is we who
attack and protect you’ is very ro-
vealing. Such liberals, whether de-
liberately or not, ultimately serve

(Coutinived on page 9)
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Militarisation And The Social Security

A slightly shortened version of
a talk at a Women’s Conference
organised by the Centre for the
Study of Society And Religion.

One of the main things to keep
in mind when one talks about mi-
litarisation, is that one is talking
about a social process, and not
about the military as such. They
are quite separate things; the link
between the military and the pro-
cess of militarisation in a society is
important but 1 think we should be
quite clear that militarisation does
not mean the military alone.

When we are talking about mi-
litarisation, T think we should also
be clear that we are not talking
about a process that is taking place
only in Sri lanka but something
which affects” people throughout the
world : Militarisation as a process
within which militarism is becoming
one of the major ways in which
modern societies are organized.

If one is talking in the abstraci
about militarisation, one must sec
that there exists a system of be-
lief which says that one of the
main ways of controlling society
and of ensuring social stability is
the use of organized violence
and the use of force. But then we
must relate it to the nature of the
state in our countries and the
nature of the systems of conirol
which operate within each of our
countries.

The military — the armed forces—
are a part of the state, and the
state is not something that is just flo-
ating around; it is the way a society
is controlled and organizéd and the
state is a body which represents
the interests of the group, or class,
which is ruling our society. Itcon-
rols us in many different ways; the
state has many arms, and the mili-
tary is only one arm of the state
and there are many other arms such
as the legal institutions, the edu-
cational system, religion, mass media,
the family. The military is what
onc coald probably call the overt
form of control in our society, by
which the state guarantees and en-
sures the rights of those people
who have power in our society by
dominating and controlling those
who do not have power. And
society T think you must accept
that this ‘power’ we are
ing about is linked to the group
of people in our society who own
property, who are rich, who are
the capitalists.

If you are talking about milita-
risation in a global sense, you have to

in our

talk-

go back to the fact that at the
end of the Second World War there
was a great outcery against war;
there was public condemnation of
Hitler’s extermination camps and of
the use of atomic warfare. But, in
spite of the Nuremberg: trials and
the experience of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki-the idea that war is a
way of solving problems between
races, between nations, that milit-
arism, or the use of violence is a
way of solving problems, has not
died down. In fact, the tragedy of
our history is, I think, that even
after the devastation of the Second
World War-except for a brief period in
the 1950s since the 1960s we have seen

the rapid escalation of militarism and’

of the use of war and violence as

a means of controlling and
subordinating one group of
people by another group of

people all over the world. There
are some statistics  which show
that since the end of the Second
World War, 9 million people have
died in what are offically recog-
nised as wars. 10 times more people
have died in what are ‘unrecognised
wars’ all over the world, which are
conflicts of many different

War, there. has been the growth of
what we call super - power rivalry,
and the  various spin offs
of that rivalry. The U.S.A. and the
U.S.S.R. have been vying with each
other, globally, for access to various
spheres of influence, particularly in
Third World countries,for access to the
use of raw materials and sources of
energy. And we must pay special
attention to the phenomenal growth
in the arms industry. Today, there
are many countries in the world
for example, the U.S.A., Israel,
the Federal Republic of Germany
for whom a large part of their
gross national product comes from
the manufacture and sale of arms
to other countries. Therefore there
is what you now call a military-
industrial complex And so it becomes
really important for the maitenance
of those societies, for the
tenance of the capitalist economy,
to keep on manufacturing and selli-
ng arms to particularly  Third
World countries where these types
of violent conflicts are proliferating
It is a kind of war-mongering, a
spreading of war which is what,

as=women, I think we should be

e S

by

Sunila Abayasekera

kinds communal, ethnic, border stru-
ggles, struggles for national liberation,
We must also be very clear that
the growth of militarisation and milita.
rism in our world is very closely linked
to the development of capitalism;
and the way in which capitalism
has, particularly in the post-colonial
period, tried to cnter our socict-
ies economically and politically. For
example, I think in many countries
in Asia you can see that the spread
of what we are now calling an
open economic policy as a part of
the strategy of developing our society
has always_ been accompanied, by
an insistence on political stability and
on social stability. And that political
stability and that social stability
has always been achieved at the
cost of one group of people. In some
countries where ethnic differentiation is
not so great it has been achieved at
the cost of subordinating the broad
mass of the working people in those
countries; in Sri Lanka, I think (and
there have been some attempts al-
ready made to study this) the whole

thrust of capitalist economic develop—

ment and this whole stress on politi-
cal stability has meant in many
ways the heightening of ethnic differenti-
ation and the growth of ethnic con-
flict in our society. .

It is also important to see how,
since the end of the Second World

particularly concerned about. Be-
cause it is not only something
which affects us individual wo-
men, but it brings along with it
a certain way of looking at life;
and I think that as women, we
are the givers of life, and there.
fore, we have a feeling for not ta-
king away life: Perhaps some pe-
ople may think this is a very sub-
jective or emotional way to app-
roach this question, but I think we
should discuss this aspect of mili-
tarisation and what it doesto us
as women as well. In the face of
this war-mongering and the growth
of militarisation, and the growth in
the use of violence as a way
of resolving conflicts, we must ask
ourselves why do we feel so stron-
gly about it. Is it a purely ro-
mantic vision or saying No to vio-
lence? Or is it that we do have
a specific vision of peace and non-
violence with which we can coun-
ter this type of war-mongering
which is not only an attitude bui
is a very real ideology, coupled

with political and economic interests.

When we talk about militarisation,
as women, particularly in the context
of Sri Lanka today, it is important
to realise that it is a way of life, a
way of thought that makes arms, and
the bearing of arms, a normal part of

main- .

State

our life. And that I think is very
frightening, Because what it means
is that after seeing, day after day,
armed men on every street corner,
in the market, in the Post Office,
in the Pharmacy, it just becomes a
way of life. And very'soon, it is not
only the army but even other people
bearing arms, and it becomes just a
normal event. And arms and violence
become just another way of coping
with the different problems that you
confront in this society; and parti-
cularly I think in Sri Lanka we
pavc seen a tremendous escalation
In this since 1970, since 1971 to be
€xact. When the Sri Lankan state
confronted with the JVP Insurrection
was in 1971, the army was totally
unprepared for it; it was the first
time the army made the move from
being a purely decorative instrument
which went on parade on Indepen. -
dence Day to being a group that
actuaily fought, and died in fight-
ing, for the security of the state,
And since that time T think we
have seen a rapid increase in ex-
penditure on arms and the army
until this year we are spending
something like 159, of our national
budget on defence; thisis an addi-
tion to all the monies passed as
supplementary estimates and from
the Presidential fund etc.

Together with the increased mi-
litary presence, you have the growth
of Civilians bearing arms and the
increase in the buying and selling
of firearms. 1 am sure you all have
heard of the many stories about the
wheeling and dealing that is going
on with various foreign and local
arms dealers who are flying in and
out of Colombo all the time.

The move, for Creating Home
Guards and giving arms to civilians
is another part of this whole pro-
cess of militarisation. These are po-
litically appointed persons and the
abuses of power on their. part have

cen well documented.

Another problem of the state’s
reliance on the armed forces to pro-
tect it and defend it in this process
of militarisation is that it is very
possible that the armed forces go
beyond the control of the state-and
you find that army personnel can
go on rampage and be unpunished
for example, because the state is
not in a position to exercise discip-
line or authority on them.

In our situation, because of the
ethnic conflict it is very possible
for the state to use nationalism and
patriotism as justification for mili-
tarising our society. And I think

(Continued on page 10)
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SRT LANKA ARMY’s SCORE CARD FOR °86

1-11-’86  Valvettiturai: A helicop-
ter fires on Hindu devotees at the
Sivan and Murugan temples at
dawn on Deepavali day. 10 persons
are injured.

% 1-11-°86—4-11-86 " Periyaporativu:
On 3Ist October,
had suffered a mine attack in which

* eight Service-men were injured. Later

Security Forces surround the village
and arrest 65 persons. Bomber planes
and Helicopters attack., Four houses
are destroyed. 1500 persons flee as
refugees.

Kaluwanchikudi: Security Forces ar-
test about 100 persons and take
them as a cover.

Palugamam, Munaithiva and Pora-
tiva: Five houses are damaged by
Helicopter attacks. 20,000 residents
flee in fear.

Kokkaticholai: Security Forces es-
tablish temporary camps at. Manal-
piddi, Ambilanthurai, Manmunai and
Unnichai using large numbers of
Tamil civilians as .a cover. Security
Forces set fire to some shops.
Three persons including a woman
are injured in random firing. Per-
sons arrested mumbering about 200
include Government, Bank, Posta]
employees and Teachers.

At Ambilanthdrai a man and ‘a
woman are shot dead by Security
Forces.

The Citizen’s Committees of Batti—
caloa and Amparai protest to the
Sri-Lankan President over the ex-
tensive attacks by Bomber planes
and helicopters causing damage to
property and suffering to the citi-
zens, and the action of Special
Task Force in forcing the persons
arrested numbering about 200 being
forced to walk a distance of over
30 miles to Baiticaloa ill clad and
shouting anti - Eelam Slogans and

.as a cover for the Security Forces.

1-11-°86: Palaiuttu: Trincomalee:
180 persons are arrested by Security
Forces -and removed to the Army

Camp.

7.11-'86 Ambilanthurai: Two per-

'_sons{ including a woman are Killed
.when fired at from a -helicopter.

3.11-86 Point — Pedro: T. Guna-

sundaram a 50 year old fisherman
fishing off the coast is shot dead
by Security Forces.

3-11-86  ARAIAMPATHY: Batti-
caloa: Two persons arrested by the
Securi‘y Forces are shot dead.
Their bodies are removed to the
Army Camp. One of the persons
shot dead is a 16 year old student.
Appeals by next of kin for the
release of the dead bedies are re-

Security Forces

fused. 60 other persons are also
arrested.

4-11-"86 Jaffna: Securiry Forces
fire shells on the environs of the
Jaffna Bazaar from about 2-30
A M.A branch of the People’s Bank

is hit, Office equipment and records
are destroyed. One house and four bu-

siness establishments are also hit and

damaged. Four personsare injured.

4-11-86 Nilaveli: Security Forces
surround village and arrest 57 persons.

5-11-’86 Patchainool: Mutur: Two
militants are killed in a confront-
ation with Security Forces,

6-11-’86 Coast off Thalvupadu:
Mannar: 17 dead bodies of men
and women in a highly decomposed
state are found by fishermen. They
are believed to be of refugees shot
dead by Navy personnel. The fisher-
men inform the Government Agent,
Mannar and bury the dead

bodies. Government Communique

refugees “‘returning from India proba-
in a boat mishap.”

bly Kkilled

on the environs of the town from
the Army Camp and the gun boats.
Helicopters strafe and shell. Public
life comes to a stand . still. Nine
persons are injured. Over a hundred
houses suffer damage.

7-11-’86 Ratnapuram : Kilinochchi:
Security Forces in hiding open fire
on a party repairing a road on a
self help basis. A school Teacher, a
Woman and another are injured.

9-11-'86 Eraver: Spcoial  Task
Force personne] surround certain vill-
ages and arrest about 100 persons.

9-11-°86 Keduwamadu:Government
Communique—‘terrorist’ who flings
a grenade at Security Forces is shot

dead.

10-11-86 Periyapullumalai:  Five
Servicemen are killed in a land
mine attack. In reprisals 23 men
women and children under 12 years
of age, the Yyoungest being a 3
months old infant, 6 are females,
two of them are raped before be-
ing killed. Another woman is also

Even a conservative estimate of those perished in the July
then the number

caust would number 2000. Since

1983 Holo-
of persons killed

have been increasings unprecedentedly. In 1986 alone the Security For-

ces have killed 2807.
7 persons per day.

Here we publish a diary- of important

The average being 233 persons per

month, or

events for the month of

November 1986. In November 219 persons were Killed.

6-11-"86 Thurainilavanai: Amparai;
Special Task Force personnel sur-
round a village and arrest 300 per-
sons. Four persons are shot dead.
Their bodies are later recovered from
the river. Among those arrested are
a woman and 10 school going
children,110 persons are later released.

Velmurugu of the T.U.L.F. protests

the wanton killing and the mass
arrests. : 3
 6-11°86 Tharainilavanai:  Special
Task Force personnel surround

a school and arrest six teachers. Find-
mg a T- Shirt with a tiger em-
blem in a house, Koneswari, a 19

year old girl student in the house,
is arrested.

6-11-86 Vavuniya: Security Forces
surround  a carpentry workshop
and arrest 10 workers. Timber and
furniture are confiscated.

7-11-86  Valvettitarai: Navy boats
errying men and supplies to the
Army Camp from 3 cannon boats
anchored in the sca are -attacked
by militants and are forced to ret-
reat. Later Navy personnel arres

some fishermen fishing in the sea
and use them as a cover to land

Shells are fired for several hours

raped. The where-abouts of 24 per-
sons arested by the Security Forces
are not known. 15 houses and 3
‘shops are destroyed. In an earlier
inicdent, on 20th May the army
camp was attacked by militants re-
sulting in the death of 3 service-
men. In retaliation, two civilians
weie killed and 140 houses and 16
shops were looted and destroyed.
The houses and shops were being
repaired with state assistanZe. Sinha-
lese thugs damage and loot over
a lakh worth of building materials.
2000 persons are rendered homeless
and flee as refugees to Eravur. On

demands made by the Batticaloa
Citizen’s Commitiee for an imparti-
al inquiry, a Police and Army in-
quiry is ordered. '

10-11-86 Akkaraipattu: At about
10 P. M. shots are fired on a hut.
A 10 year old Tamil girl is killed
Her mother is grievously injured.
Later armed men in army uniform
who pass by pretend to be ignor-
ant of the shooting. Security For-
ces who call on the following day
collect all empty cartridges in the
vicinity, and blame militants for the
shooting.

: forced to evacuate their
close proximity to the Police station

11-11-°86 Kiran: Some  special
Task Forces personnel are injured
in a confrontation with militants,
Later, six civilians are killed.

13-11-°86 Wellawatte: Colombo.
A Colombo University professor and
4 other occupants in his house (all
Tamils) are arrested by the Police
allegedly for involvement in a cas®
of kidnapping of a Tamil at Jaffna
last year. The 5 are detained under
the PG A

14-11-’86  Kilinochchi: 200 Security
Forces arrest 150 farmers and using
them as a cover move to Ganesa—
puram. Mahendran who on seeing
Security Forces flees in fear is shot
dead.

Nov. ’86 Nilaveli: Kumburupiddi:
6th. Mile Post In Trincomalee: Se-
curity Forces during search opera-
tions in these areas arrest over 300
persons 200 are relsased after ques-
tioning. 70 of those held are remov-
ed to the army camp at Fort Fre-
drick.

14-11-86 Akkaraipatta: Govern-

ment Communique-3‘terrorists’ are
killed by special Task Force men in
an ambush.

16-11-"86 Tirukovil: Government-
Communique — 2 ‘terrorists’ who at-

tack Security -Forces shot dead.

17-11-"86 Tirukovil: Security Forces
fire on a {ractor killing tws persons.
; 18-11-"86 Tirukovil:  Special Task
Forces in civilian dress arrest several,
Two of them are beaten to death and
later shot. The dead bodies are re
moved to camp.

19-11-86 Valaichchenai; Two Ta-
mils are shot dead by Special Task
Force personnel on patrol.The bodies
are removed in their wvehicle,

19-11-’86 Sammanthurai:  Miliit—
ants attack the Police Station. 4
home guards are Kkilled, Sections of
the Police station building are damag-
ed. 49 Tamils of 11 families are
homes in

21-11-’86 Jaffna: Incendiary shells
are fired by the Security Forces
stationed at the Fort intermittently
from Amorning without any provoca-
tion into the Bazaar area. A hote,
employee is killed in the morning
Two Muslim youths and a business—
man are killed in the evening. 10
shops are hit and suffer extensive
damage. Some buildings which catch

fire are doused by the fire brigade.

10 persons are injured.
21-11-"86 Mullaitiva Disfrict:

22-11-"86, 23-11-°86A 24 hour curfew
is declared in the District 23-11-’86
Commencing 6 A.M.on 21st November
and again for seven hours from

6 AM. on 23-11-'86.
= >
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Mulliyawalai Poonthoddam Thanniuttu:
Security Forces in large numbers
are engaged in a search operation,
Four arrested persons are put into
a vacant house with hands tied and
shot dead. Four others are killed by
helicopter fire. Several houses and
a rice mill are destroyed by aerial
bombardment.

Kumulamunai; Alampil; Semmalai:
The viilages are surrounded by ab-
out 1500 servicemen drawn from the
Dollar, Kent and Padaviya Army
camps. Security Forces loot and de-
troy houses and shops. Several

Several wo-
men are raped by Security Forces

persons are shot dead.

in black uniform, Several persons

are arrested and removed.

Kumulamunai: 30 persons are arre-
sted and marched towards the Dollar
Farm army camp. The arrested person
are forced to carry items looted by
the Security Forces. In all, 18 persons
including 3 militants are Killed. Over
600 persons are arrested.

Valaichchenai: Special Task Force
personnel masquerading as  Muslims
open fire killing 3 Tamils.

21-11-°86. Araiampathy Batticaloa:
Persons who flee in fear on seeing
an army patrol are fired at. Two
persons are killed and three arrested.

21-1186 NAVATKUDAH: Ba-
tticalea, Government Communique
Two terrorists are shot dead by
Security Forces in a confrontaiion,
12 are arrested.

22-11-'86 ARAIYAMPATHI: Batti-
caloa. Special Task Force person-
nel arrest Sundarasiva a 16  year
old student of the Sivananda Ma-
havidyalayam and remove him  in
their jeep. At Nochchimunai the
boy is ordered to get off the jeep.
The boy hesitates and is  pushed

out of the jeep and shot dead.
The dead body is removed by the
Special Task Force personnel.

. 22-11-86.  Puthukudiruppu: The
village is bombed by bomber planes,
One person is killed. Three persons
are injured and hospitalised. Several
houses are damaged.

22-11-’86. Jaffna: For the second
conseputive day shells are fired inter—
mittently by the Security Forces

stationed atthe Jaffna Fort. At about

. 6.30 A.M. a hospital employee is hit

and killed by a shell when on his

firing. 20 persons are

a confrontation.

N

way to work in close proximity to
the Hospital premises. Later at about
10.30 A.M. 2 persons aged 47 and 70
in the bazaar area are hit and Killed
by shells. 8 persons are injured several
shops also suffer damage. Govern-
ment Communique —In retaliation for
fierce attack on the Fort army
camp shells are fired. 8 terrorists
and 3 civilians are Kkilled.

4 -23-11-"86. 4 Batticaloa: A young ca-
rpenter released from detention at
the Kallady Army Camp arrives at

Boundary Road back at home. Within

KIL

minutes Special Task Force: person-
nel rush into his house. The young
carpenter is pulled out on
to the road and is shot dead
nspite of his pleadings that he had
been just released from  detention.
Another Youth and a 50 year old
woman are shot dead in  random
injured. 75
persons are arrested. Security For-
ces remove the dead bodies. Re~

quests made by the Citizen’s Com- 3

mittes for the release of the bodies
is refused. This inspite of a recent
assurance given by the Minister of
Internal Security that dead bodies
would be delivered to the next of
kin or the Citizen’s Committee.

23-11-’86 AKKARAIPATTU and
THAMBILUVIL; Security  Forces
surround villages and arrest 300
persons and remove them to  the

camp. 3 persons are shot dead. Of
those arrested 270 persons are re-
leased on the following day. 30 are
further detained.

24-11-86 VAVUNIYA: Some per-
sons who see Security Forces in
hiding in the Bazaar:  area, flee in
fear. Security Forces open fire. A 20
year old girl hit in the chest succ-
umbs to  her injJries,

24-11-86 KALUWANCHIKUDI:
17 persons are arrested by Security
Forces during a search operation.

24-11-86 KILINOCHCHI: Secu-
rity Forces in hiding beckon two
passers-by to approach. One  of
them who flees through .fear is
shot dead. The other is  released
after questioning.

- 24.11-°86 TIRUKOVIL: Security
Forces and militants are engaged in
Later Security
Forces fire at random Kkilling five
persons. 10 are arrested.

25-11-86 BATTICALOA: Securi-
ty Forces surround the  area near
Boundary Road. About 50 persons

are arrested and removed to the

Kallady Army Camp.

Three
Research

25-11-86  PARANTHAN:
workers of the Paddy
Centre are shot dead near their
place of work by Security Forces
on foot patrol. Another person is

arrested and removed. Later, the
dead body of the arrested person
is recovered from a well ina de-
composed state.

26-11-"86  TIRUKOVIL: Michael
Collin aged 17 years arrested at

Akkaraipattu is brought in a _ jeep

and shot dead. His body is re-
moved to the camp.

27-1186 KARUVAKERNI: Va-
- laichchenai: Over 300 Security For-
ces surround village in the early
hours. Over 75 youths are arres-
ted and removed to the Army

Camp. 61 persons are released af-
ter questioning. 14 are further de-
tained.

Nov. 86. SURIGANKERNI: Mu-
tur: Six persons are killed by Se-
curity Forces during a search ope-
ration.

Nov. °’86. KADDAIPARICHCH-
AN: Mautur: Security Forces fire
on youths engaged in fishing. Two
are shot dead. Others escape.

Nov. ‘86. TRINCOMALEE: Four
Bank employees are arrested by
the Security Forces.

28-11-86°  VEERAMUNAT:. Samm-
anthurai: 50 persons are arrested
by Special Task Force personne]
during a search operation.

28-11-"86 Tirukovil: Special Task
Force personnel suffer a mine attack®
in which some are injured. Special
Task Force personnel in retaliatiou
open fire Kkilling 2 youths and an
aged person. The body of the aged
person is throwan into a river, while
the bodies of the 2 youths are re-
moved to the Army Camp. 40 per-
sons are also arrested,

28-11-°86 Sammanthurai 32 persons
including 11 Muslim students of the
Technical College are arrested.

29-11-66 Thondamaparu: N. Myl-
vaganam aged 71 years, an ex-Chai-
rman of the Town Council is hit
and killed by a shell fired by the
Security Forces.

30-11-°86 Kallady: Batticaloa:-Arca
where houses put up under a hou-
sing scheme are situated is surrou-
nded by Security Forces: 135 inclu-
ding Government servants are arre-
sted and removd to the Army Camp.

30-11-’86 Karaitivu; Youth infor-

med by his mother that Security
Forces are engaged in a search
and adviced to flee is shot

dead by Security Forces. Two per—
sons are arrested.

30-11-°86: Puliyankulam: Security
Forces fire on farmers congregated
at the market square. Two persons
are killed and Six injured. Nine
persons are arrested — Government
Communique - Security Forces return
fire when attacked one killed Nine
arrested.

30-11-’86 Senaikudiruppu:Batticaloa:
Over 15 persons including women
are arrested by Security Forces.

PATHIRANA MURDER

STUDENT UNION ACCUSES JVP

Excerpts from a press statement
issued by the Independent Student
Union on the murder of its
President, Daya Pathirana :

About 6-30 p.m. on the 15th of
December, 1986 (poya day) Pathirana

and another Comrade had been
taken away by the J.V.P. Stu-
dents of the Sri Jayawardenapura

University for a pre-arranged talk
to be held at anyet unknown place.
Pathirana and his mate Comrade
P.R. Somasiri (V.C.) Ileft the
Campus about. 6.30 p.m. with those
two and had been compellcd to get
into a Hi-Ace van opposite the Cam-
pus at gunpoint. The fact was re-
vealed by Comrade Somasiri whose
neck had been severely cut but has
managed to survive.

The above talk had been arrang-
ed since about the 10th of the
month. Having been forced into the
van they had been forcibly taken
away by about 8 people in the
same van (the exact number is not
known) and on the way the two

J.V.P . students had been forced
out of the vehicle (which is the
statement of the J.V . P) which we
think must be a tactic of the
whole operation.

Thereafter they had been taken
to Bandaragama (about 20 miles off
Colombo) and thereafter to a river-

_side where Pathirana had been cut

on his neck till he died and the
other Comrade’s neck also had been
severely cut. '

According to his  evidence the
operation has been to kill the two
and dump them into the river. But
it had to be given up on the way
as some people had been passing
by at that moment round about
8.15 p.m. Pathirana had dijed
on the spot and the other had been
found about an hour later and rush-
ed to the Colombo General Hospi-
tal.

During the last two months the
J.V.P. (the newspaper ‘Mallma?)
and the Desapramy Student Move-
ment had been boasting that they
would entirely  annihilate the In-
dependent Student Union:



Saturday Review

I7th January 1987

Here we pkublish ‘a list of persons shot dead by the Security Forces
in Kilinochchi during the period 25-1-°86 to 9-10-°86.

Name of the deceased

Date shot
dead.

Name of

dependants Address

-1. Somasegaram Jeyaseel- 25-1-86 Mr.P. Somaseger- 1 st Lane,Mullaitivu-

i

=

10.

bl

13.
14.

15

16.

T

18

19

21.

22

23

24.

20

26.

an, 23 yrs°

. Nalliah Rupathasan,

11 yrs.

K. Thangammah,
61 yrs.

. R. Alagiah, 49 yrs,

. Pandiyan Sivaguru,

26 yrs.

. Thuraisamy Kathirga-

mair 20 yrs.

Thavarajah Suhandini,

18 yrs:

. Nagarajah Sinnamany, 25-1-86 Miss. Suwgini. M.

40 y1s.

, Somasunderam Jaya-

seelan

Muthiah Manoharan,
28 yrs.

Shanmugam Krishna-
raj, 09 yrs,

. Kandiah Sellakili,

17 yrs.
K. Tharmakulasingam

Manfckam Asayan,
38 yrs:

S. T. Gnanathickam,
21 yrs.

Sundaram Shanmuga- 16-3-86 Mr. S. Ratnam

nathan, 26 yrs.

S. Mylvaganam,22 yrs.
Christopher Noel,

28 yrs.

T. Selvarasa, 24 yrs.

. Chinniah Suppiah,

33 yrs.

Sinniah Rasalingam,
28 yrs.

Marimuthu Mathavan,
21 yrs.

Ratnam Muthukrish-
nan, 34 yrs.

Ramalingam Sivaku-
mar, 19 yrs.

Muthali Tharmalin-
cam 56, yrs.

A. Anthonisamy

. K ILoganathan

25-1-86 Mrs. A. Packiam

am, Road, Paranthan.

25-1-86 Mr. A.Arunacha- Uthayanagar,Kilinochchi
Jam

25-1-86 Mr.T.Kulasegaram 10A. Kanagapuram,

Kilinochchi.

156th Mile Post,Kili-
nochchi

25-1-86 Mrs.S. Rasamani Bharathipuram, Kili-
nochchi.

25-1-86 R. Thuraisamy Udayanagar,Killinochchi

25-1-86 Miss. Suwgini 246/3,Murasumoddai,

Paranthan.

do
25.1-86 P. Somasunderam 25, Vaddakachchi

25-1-86 V. Muthiah 69, Jayanthinagar,

Kilinochchi.

1-2-86 Mrs. S. Puwanes- 559,Unit 7, Tharmapuram
wary

2-2-86 V.Kandiah 241, Sivasunderam Road,

Vaddakachchi.
2-2-86 Mrs. T. Ambikai do

6-2-86 Mrs. A. Parasak- Putur East, Putur.
thy :

16-3-86 Sandanam Thomas D-2, Kilinochchi.
214, Redd Barna Visva-
madu.

Iranaimadu Jet. Kilinoch-
chi.

16-3-86 V. Subramaniam

4-4-86 Mrs.N. JeevamalarKanagapuram, Kili-
nochchi.

7-5-86 Mrs. T. SellammahParaviapanchan, Kili-
nochchi
7-5-86 Mrs. S. Ampika-Uthayanagar,Kilinochchi.
pathy

4-6-86 Mrs.R.Mynawathie132,Thirunagar, Kili-
: nochchi,

Vairavarkovilady, D-2,
Kilinochchi.

4-6-86 L. Marimuthu
4-6-86 Mrs. M. Eeswary 253, Thirunagar,
Kilinochchi.

4-6-86 Mrs. R. Navamani Anandapuram,
Kilinochchi.

4-6-86 Mrs. T.Sellammah Paravipanchan
Kilinochchi.

4-6-86 Mrs. A. Vaisoosi-Bharathipuram,
yam Kilinochchi.

4-6-86 Mrs. L.Rupamalar Bharathipuram.
Kilinochchi.

Hi K

28. Periyanpillai Kalana-

LLI

4-6-86 Mrs. P. Kanaga-Depot Road,Kilinochchi-

than, 10 yrs. many
-do Sentilkumar 8 yrs. =
-do Pushpanathan 6 yrs. %
~do Bawani 04 yrs. o
~-do Kiruban 01 yr. "

29. B. Anpalakan
27 yrs. :

30. Dias Paul Jacob ;
23 yrs.

31. P. Shanmuganathan

32. Ramasamy Manickam 4-6-86

24 vyrs.

33. M. Jeyasingam
26 yrs,

34. Sinniah
42 yrs.

35, 1. Siluvaimuthu
47 yrs,

Sivagnanam

36. S. M. Vethanayagam

37. R. Shanmuganathan

38 Santhiyapillai Mariam- 6-6-86

- mah 82 yrs.
39. C. Velauthapillai

40. G. Jeyaraj, 25 yrs.
G. Thevaraj 20 yrs.

41. Nicholos Antonypillai 6-6-86

42. K. Shanmuganathan
36 yrs.

43, A. Raveendran
16 yrs.

44. A. Logeswary
11 yrs.

45, C. Asirwatham
40 yrs.

46. M. Gnanapiagasam
25 yrs.

47. S. Thiagarajah

48. K. Ketheeswaran

49, V. -Balasubramaniam 28-6-86

50. S. Kanagasabai

51. M. Uthayasooriyan

52. N. Nadarajah
63 yrs.

4-6-86 Mrs. B Selvarani 480, Thirunagar, Kilino—

chehi.

4-6-86 Joseph Paul J. 87, Thirunagar, Kilino-
chchi.

4-6-86 Mrs. P. Kamadhcy D-4, Paranthan.

Mrs. M. Vailiam-D-3, Kilinochchi.

mah

4-6-86 Mrs. J. YogeswaryRedd Barna,Viswamadu,

5-6-86 Mrs. S. Sellammah56, Ganeshapuram, Kili.

nochchi.

5-6-86 Mrs. Antonyam- Choola Kamam, D-4,
mah Kilinochehi.

5-6-86 Mrs. V. Mariam-Civic Centre, Uruthira-
mah puram

5-6-86 Mrs. M. Kamales-Urelu West,Chunnakam,

wary

Mary Josephine 36, Thirunagar, Kilino-

chehi.

6-6-86 V. Ambika Ganeshapuram, Kilino-
chehi.

6-6-86 K. Govindaraj 39, Thirunagar, Kilino-_

chchi.,

Mrs. A. Edwinisi-97, Civic Centre, Urithi-
ammah, six dau-rapuram.

-

ghters. 7
7-6-86 Mrs. S.Vasantha- Kandy Road Kilinochchi.
malar. 4 chiidren ;
7-6-86  A. Arunasalam Uthayanagar, Kilinech-
chi.
8-6-86 R. Appadurai 196, Jayanthinagar, Ki-
linochchi.
18-6-86 Mrs. A. Mary 142, Hudson Road, Va-
Emilda ddakachehi.
19-6-86 ~Mrs. G. Krishna-97, Civic Centre, Urnthi-
' kumary, 23 yrs. rapuram.
19-6-86 Mrs. T. Thanga-123, Thirunagar, Kilino=
mmah chchi.
28-6-86 Mrs. N. Kathira-Selva Nagar, Kilinoch-

Velautham chi.

A. Vythilingam Kodikamam. Paranthan.

28-6-86  Mrs. K. Anpnam-Poonakari Road, Paran-

mah than.

28-6-86 Mrs. M MunisamyD-4, Paranthan,

28-6-86 Mrs. N. Nagam-Kumarapuram, Paran-

mah than.

(Continued- en page 11)
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LION’S SHARE

The well advertised New York
joust between the Minister for Na-
tional Security and the Amnesty In-
ternational which took place in De-
cember has been much shrouded in

mystery. The Colombo press has
graciousiy let us know what the
Minister  told the AI. The Al in

previous statements had given damn-
ing replies to the Minister’s. con-
tention that Tamil people had re-
course to justice under the law and
that all complaints about humran
rights violations are investigated
(see SR, 15th November 1986).

* Reparts reaching Colombo say that
the Sri Lanka Association of New
York which organised the  meeting
had assured the AI that though the
Al spokesman will speak before the
minister, time would later be given
for the spokesman to reply to the
minister. The AJ had also been
assured that there will be a Tamil
spokesman. What happened in the
event was that there was no Tamil
spokesman. The Al spokesman stuck
to the given time limit. The Minister
went well past his time limit and

“fio aitempt was made to stop him.

Then came the unkindest cut. To

the AI’s disbelief its spokesman was
not given the chance to reply—Ilack

of time would have been as good
a reason as any. It is understood
that the AI will be .ssuing a state-
meént,

The minister did not play cricket—

COLOMI

Colombo and was meeting the NCC
(National Christian Council) to be
briefed on the ethnic problem. In
his address Gordon Shaw said that
therc was so much racism in Britain,
that Britain was not best qualified
to Counsel Sri Lanka on ifs ethnic
problem.

Arriving late, after Shaw’s address,
the Rt. Rev. Swithin Fernando, Bis-
hop of Colombo, spoke e¢in what a
privilege it is for us to have Gordon
Shaw from the BCC to advisc us
on our problems, coming as he does
from a country with excellent race
relations! Gordon Shaw kept a dip-

lomatic silence.
In another event, at the Christian

Conference of Asia (CCA) meeting
held in Dacca, Bangaladesh, the
Korean Secretary of the CCA brie-
fed the meeting on the aims, fun-
ctions and activities of the CCA and
invited questions from the partici-
pants. A leading Methodist Chur-
chman from this country stood up-
and after referring to the inciden-
tal expenses incurred by the par-
ticipants in order to be  present,
wished to know when these will be
reimbursed. -

PCSH SCHOOLS FOR POSH FOLK

Just as schools in the old days
were classified into English schools
and vernacalar schools, the new
trend seems to be towards Inter-
national schools and Local schools,
The former have now grown to 3
in number, the latest being Wych-

lower classes. It would cost a gra-
duate teacher his entire pay packet
in fees alone to send a child such
a school. How these schools fun-
ction is a mystery as the cduca-
tion act prescribes the mother ton-
gue as the medium of instruction
whilst these international  schools
use English. '

To be realistic there are an in-
creasing number of Ceylonese retu-
rning from abroad having teen-age
children who cannot (it in into swa-
basha instruction. Besides with the
country becoming incréasingly de-
pendent on the west the importance
of English has increased. The scie-
nce based courses in the = Univer.
sities have not succeeded in swit-
ching to swabasha and the huma-
nities faculties feel a pressing need
to improve proficiency in  English.
Hence there is good reason for
providing greater exposure to En-
glish in our schools from an early
stage. :

This would require greater  in-
vestment in_education, more trai-
ning opportunities for teachers, and
facing the challenge of  providing
an education responsive to the needs
of the nation will call for teaching
profession with a sense of mission.

The government has slunk from
facing this problem squarely and is
content to let the rich have what
they want and let” the others be
damned.

What we have today is a govern-
ment spending Rs. 4:5 billion per year

0 SC:

Paid less than a living wage a
teacher has two choices. Mark time
in school and concentrate on private
tuitions or join an international school.
This is the really disturbing thing
about our international schools. Is
our education system to be run down
starved of motivated- teachers and
funds, whilst those who can pay send
their children to international schools
which cream off the more able
teachers ?

With University teachers up in
arms over salaries and with the pros-
pect of an American University set-
ting up a campus in Ceylon, what
next? International Universities and
National Universities?

REACH FOR THE TOP
Remember the time after the bom-
bings in mid-’86 when the security
forces were deployed to stop and sea-
rch civilians in Colombo? Tamils
without identity cards used to be lined
up and made to perform humilia-

ting acrobatics. It all mysteriously
came to an end. An observer had

this to say. A Tamil businessman
with a good line to the top was
once stopped by the armye. The
officer who looked’ at his identity
card told him, “I am now letting
you go. But we know where to find
you’. The businessman  promptly
drove to the highest in the land to
make his complaint. On  another
occasion two tipsy men in a car,
weli up in the establishment, were
also harassed. These checks soon
came to a sudden halt,

Here is the moral. If you want

not an ex parte game. But he cer- . joy down BullersRoad. What is on ecducation as opposed to Rs.10- _
tainly had the Lion’s share. notable is that the latter and the 15 billion on so called defence. What {ﬁdreis in_this country, do not bo-
ECCLESIASTICAL FOLLIES one down Gregory’s Rd. are pat- we have is an impoverished and de. bo‘ﬁwro t§° g:}o tz)heth};OIg::{lrtqDoT:g
: ronised overwhelmingly by  local moralised teaching profession burden. your chance. 60 straight e
Gordon Shaw from the BCC (Bri- pupils. Fees charged per pupil am- ed with the task of minding the top.
tish Council of Churches) was in ount to Rs. 6000/- per term in the young and the nation’s future. -~ Archimedes
all Sinhala - Tamil relations. Tamils lians and the damage to property

Talking Peace And Playing...

(Continved from page 4)
the cause of wickedness. When it
comes to the crunch many of them
will stand behind the editor of the
Island, who has said, ‘“... the time
has come where  the government
cannot yield anymore even if there
is a threat to civilian life.””> (Sun.
Island 4-1-87).
GUNATILLEKA’s ARTICLE
analyst  with
experience

A senior political
a long record of media
both locally and in the West took
strong exception to.the article ‘The
two paths before us’ by Godfrey
Gunatilleka (Part II in Lanka Guardi-
qan, 1 Sept. 1986). It reads:

..."The recent acts of terror comit-
ted by militant groups and directed
indiscriminately  against  civilians
have been different from almost al]
other  manifestations of violence
that we have witnessed, whether they
be army reprisals or mob violence

or isolated acts of violence, ... How-
ever in the strategy of terrorist viole=

nce which we have recently  witness-
ed, there is a deliberate and premedi-
tated rejection of all human consid-
erations which are not  amenable
to the controls and sanctions norma-
lly avaiiable to society...”’

“The terrorist acts in the South
have created an environment of dis-
trust and suspicion which is. affecting

living inareas outside the North
and East engaged in their legitimate
occupations and pursuing their. nor-
mal activities tend to be perceived
collectively as Security risks.”

““The response to the brutality of
the terrorist acts committed by mili-
fant groups has to be balanced by
an honest recognition of the tragic
conditions in the North and East. The
action of the security forces to deal
with the present situation is resulting
in the deaths of many civilians,... It
has been pointed out that the aerial
and naval attacks have been essenti-
ally efforts to  provide  protective
cover for troops who were carrying
oul security operations’ ,

“...The state must act clearly on
the assumption that the death of civi-

in the course of military action calls
Jor some form of relief and  rehabi-
litation ..”°,

The analyst observed that writing
of this kind may be expected from
a well-meaning person fed by the
Colombo press. But from a person
like Godfrey Gunatilleka who has
been on the Ceasefire Monitoring
Committee, the C.C.N.H and has
the benefit of a huge research org-
anisation (Marga Institute) under
him, it is far from honest. Being
on the Ceasefire Monitoring Com-
mittee he would have seen at ficst
hand the deliberate government po-
licy of depopulating the Eastern
province of Tamils. What else cou-
Id the government’s threat to settle

(Continued on page 11)
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HAZARDS OF CONSCIENCE-KEEPING

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

T write this with regard to an ar-
ticle written by Mr. Rajan Hoole in
the S. R. of 3rd January, <‘Looking
Back At 1986, Mr. Hoole appears fo
have taken on himself the arduous
task of beingthe keeper of the mo-
- ral conscience of the Tamil race. It
ill suits him. More specifically [
would like to take issue with some
of the observations that he has
made in the article referred to.

There have been some unfoitunate
attempts by our own people to
create division between the Tamils
of the North and East. This is of
course in addition to the efforts of
the Government. Mr. Hoole has con-
veyed the impression of a friend
that the people of the Peninsula
in their relative security are uncon-
cerned about the travails of the
people in the East. In the same
vein it could be asked whether the
people of the East were concerned
when the peninsula was in the
teeth of the storm in ’84 and early
°85. This is pointless. Of course
the people of both areas are con-
cerned about the other. Unfortu-
nately the means of expressing such
solidarity in the midst of the situ-

ation we live in is not easy. The
Tamil papers naturally gave pro-
minence to news within the penin-

sula because they are based in the
peninsula. If Mr. Hoole, through
his contacts, could ensure that ac-
curate -information from the East is
obtained quickly I am confident
that the papers will give them egaul

prominence. They in fact do as

good a job as possible already.

Mr, Hoole makes reference to
the recent storm in the University
and lauds the attempts of the stu-
dents in striving for idealism and

for fighting for principles. The re-
cent ‘disappearance’ of Vijitharan

was most unfortunate and the per-
petrators should be condemned. That,
however,does not mean that the many
problems such as indiscipline thar
exsits within the. Campus ought to
be glossed over. In trying to down-
play the problems of the students

in the University, Mr. Hoole is re-
vealing that he is not an imparti-
al observer. Being a University
Lecturer I suppose he cannot
be.Strangely though it is from sources
within the University that one hears of
the many problems there. Before try-
ing to set the world right. the staff and
students of the University must first
set their own house in order
so that the University could truly
lead us by example and show us

the way forward.

In his article the writer goes on to
try and show that there are innumer-
able problems that exist within our
Tamil society and to this and he
quotes one Rev. Selvarajah’s com-
ents about the Jaffna ladies who
went to Kandy. If Mr. Hoole need-

ed that to open his eyes, it’s most
unforunate. Of course many Tamils
are aware of the many social prob-
lems that exist. These have been
present for years and will probably
take years to solve. Nevertheless
change is talking place and to deny

that is to be unfair. This change
has been most obvious since
the riots of ’83. No. doubt the

changes are slow but the fact that
they are taking place augurs well.
Finally, 1come to his reference to

the recent meeting held  with
the = N C.C. delegation  that
visited Jaffna. He expresses  the
view that the N.C.C. dele-

gation was ftreated somewhat un-
kindly by the speakers. 1 was at

the meeting and I disagree. The
delegation came to Jaffna to
find out what the people here

felt and wanted. Deeply felt views
cannot be expressed with bland in-
difference. The speakers in express-
ing their views strongly meant no
disrespect to the visitors and as far
as I know no offence was taken
either. It is only Mr. Hoole who
is flogging an imaginary horse.
Most astonishing however is Mr.
Hoole’s interpretation of the view
of the parable of the good Sama-
ritan as expressed by a ¢ leading
ecclesiastic’.  When Christ taught the
parables he left their interpretation
to his listeners. [ do not think ho.
wever that the ‘leading ecclesiastic’
was trying to downplay the impor-
tance of ‘neighbourly love’ when he
quoted the example of the ‘trap ot

the good Samaritan’. Rather than

Militarisation....

(Continued from page 3)

one of the issues we should address
ourselves to, today, when we are
on the subject of militarisation, is
to look at it concretely; how far
is it in our power to stop it-1 per-
sonally don’t think we can do any-
thing to stop it. In that case, how
far can we try tomake people con-
scious about the negative aspects of
militarisation; because 1 do think
that we must learn from history; if one
looks at countries which have been
through for example wars of na-
tional liberation, militarism when
it .has been with people for some
period of time, really does tremend-
ous psychological damage to peo-
ple. And if we are thinking at all
of mo-iig towards a society in which
therz will be equality. and justice
and the right of self-determination,
a pluralistic society, we have to be
very realistic in coping with the

to us and what militarisation does
to our society. Even in the event
that there is a negotiated political
solution to the ethnic conflict in
our country, the state can say okay,
come on, lets live together and alj
be friends, but its not going to work
like that because on both sides the
polarisation has been tremendous
and also this whole consciousness
that violence is a way to solve pro-
blems, and that bearing arms is a
way tosolve problems has become
a part of ourlives. This has been said
inour country by no other than ihe

President and the Minister of National”

Security, for example; and this is
why we must talk of militarisations
because it inculcates in people an
attitude, a way of life, which is
totally out of joint with, say a ne-
gotiated political settlement. And the
other aspect of militrisation is that
the state - begins to rely more on
the use of force and the use of
organised state sponsored violence to
control any type of dissent; through
the PTA we see this very clearly-

problem of what militarisation does\vfirst of all they said it was against

the Tamil Tigers, and very soon it
became the normal law of the land.
And militarisation in our country, I
must emphasise, is not a question
of the north and the east alone, it
is not a question of the suppression
of the so-called terrorists in the
Tamil areas, but it is a very clear
way of controlling and subordinat-
ing whatever dissent there is within
the country to a proposed way of
development or a proposed path of
growth, which serves the interesis of
the ruling class in our society. And
I think that when we are talking
about militarisation, we should be
very clear that right mow, it may
seem to.be very closely linked to the
ethnic conflict in our country but it

is not only to do with such ethnic
conflict, it is in fact a much greater
and broader problem. And 1 think we
must also be clear about the way
is linked to the economic
capitalism,

in which it
and political inferests of
not only within Sri Lanka but also

abroad.

‘cleverly contriving to leave a que-
stion congenially hanging in the air
to suit the current moral climate”,
the ecclesiastic was instead trying to
show us how we have failed, how
the Church has failed. We have al-
ways been content to bind the wo-
unds and never try to do anything

to prevent the infliction of those wou-

nds.Ts it irresponsibility or a lack of
love, to work towards a sitvation
where the healing  kindness of a
‘good Samaritan’ becomes unnecess-
ary? Or is it that Mr. Hoole believes
that prevention is not better than
cure? For readers of the article
who were not present at that meet-
ing this reference must have been
quite baffling.

Mr. Hoole should get out of his
intellectual cocoon and mix with
the people whose conscience he tries
to be and face up tothe exigencies
of reality, A -reality that means
that a ‘ray of hope’ is now smothered
by the gloom of an economic
blockade: In closing T would also
like to ask him to spare a word
of praise for the many Clergy both
Catholic and Protestant who facing
considerable personal risk are work-
ing amongst their people in the
troubled North and East. Mr. Hoole
needn’t look to Kandy and Hen-
dala alone for such examples.
Karainagar ‘A Christian’

Y. S -H.

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

The year 1987 is being declared.

as the International Year of Shelter—
for the Homeless(1.Y.S.H.). It’s a wor-
thy cause and we salute you Mr.Prime

Minister for initiating this  project.
Lord Buddha said Giving shelter
for a  homeless person is much
more worthy than building shrines

and dagobas for him.

In our country today houses are
built on one side and on the other
side houses are broken, demolished
and burnt and people are driven ourt
as refugees from their houses.

The expansion of ~ various Army
camps in the Peninsula have claimed
the lives and properties of so many
civilians living in and around those
areas. The charred remains of build-
ings, houses, the scorced farm lands,
tree stumps along the way are liv-
ing monuments of their atrocities.

~ These houses are not built  with
the aid from World Bank, nor any
grant from the Government, but

the poor farmers blood, sweat and
their entire life’s savings went into
building these houses. Hundreds and
thousands of buildings, houses,
shops are broken and burnt
er since the ethnic crisis cropped up
in this country.

We appeal to you Mr. Prime Mi-
nister, allow us to  live  peacefully
in our own homes. We do mnot ask
for stylish homes or self contained
plush apartments with all the modern

comforts, but to live in our own
humble homes with peace and
dignity.

Your shelter for the homeless

drive will be meaningless if one pa-
rt of your countrymen are driven

out and made homeless in their
own homeland.
Chunnakam. Selvi

N

ey
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Tell the people the truth

(Continued from page 3)

the structures of world domination
and with thc electors of govern-
ments of world domination, they
too are responsible,

So we need transformation  of
the structureés of world government,
a new spirit of sharingand bearing
with others, a new society and a
new humanity.

We must break through the end-
less conflict, the endless violence, the
people must break through, mobilise,
_protest, fast, demonstrate, for a poli-
“tical settlement, each side must lis-
ten, understand the other’s need, the
other’s plight, each side must make
concessions at cost, at sacrificial
cost-

We must, somehow, hammer out
some settlement that will stop the
carnage, it will not be the end of
the road, there will be other problems,
the movement for development, just-
ice and liberation must continue
but unless we make some substan-
tial settlement, some real reconcili-
ation, however imperfect, of the
ethnic conflict, there can be no real
progress, in any other sphere of our

- e Ccommonclife. e

This is the reality we must face
and respond imaginatively. creatively,
to save our people, our children
future generations from destruction
and death. We shall have to mobilise
all our resources, resources of people,

masses of people on both sides, mani:
pulated and used by leaders for their
own ends, but retaining despite the
stresses and strains a basic humanity
and compassion.

We shall have to mobilise resour-
<ces of true dharma, of temple, kovil,
church - and mosque, renewed and
integrated in the context of modern
aspirations for justice and liberation,
acted out in understanding and love,
before it is too late, we must sprak
out, act, fearlessly, urgently, and so
out of the fire of fear and frenzy
create a way to sanity and®peace.

The following people have signed
their acceptance of “Tell the People
the Truth>’. They have signed in their
individual capacities and not on behalf
of the organisations to which they be-
long. It was not a mass signature
campaign, Only a limited number of
people have been approached, in a short
space of time, as a representative cross-

section of the general public.

1. Ven. Batapola Anomadassi
Thero, Mahanayaka, Sri Kalyaniwan-
saMaha Nikaya. 2. Ven. Wahaku-
la Somanandabhidana Thero, Chief

Sangha Nayaka of Siyane Hapitigam
Korale. 3. Ven. Udalumada Guna-

ratana Thero, Chief Sangha Nayaka
of Northern and Eastern Provinces,
President, Movement for National
Harmony. 4. Ven. Wellawatte Gn-
anabhiwansa Thero, Suvisuddharani-

2

s

ey

(Continued from page 8)

Date shot

Name of thc deceased dead

53. N. Sathiyaseelan
23 yrs.

54. A. Sivagnanasunderam29-6-86 V. Arumugam

28-6-86 K: Nagendran

Name -of
dependants

Address

Ist Lane,Mullaitivu Ro-
ad, Paranthan.

Kandy Road, Paranthan

23 yrs.

55. V. Shanmuganathan, 12.7.86. Mrs.S.Kamaladevi Civic Centre, Vadda-
32 yrs. 29 yrs. kachchi.

56. M.Loganathan, 13.7.86. Mrs. L.Jayalaxu- 58/6,Kanagapuram,
28 yrs. my. 24 yrs Kilinochchi.

57. Sellan ITyadurai, 13.7.86. Mrs.I.Kunchamm- Thirunagar, Kilinochchi.
40 yrs. ah 35 yrs.4 children.

58. K. Thavanathan, 15.7.86. Mrs.K.Nagamani Gurukulam refugee

<~ 16 yrs. Camp, Kilinochchi.

59, P. Indrani.

60. M. Mahalingam,
28 yrs.

61. A. Vishnunathan,
37 yrs.

62. Ratnarajah Baskaran.

25.8.86. S. Manickam.

25.8.86. M. Kandiah.

Gurukulam refugee
- Camp, Kilinochchi,

32, Ganeshapuram,

Kilinochchi. -

25.8.86. Mrs.V.Susheela- Ganeshapuram,
» Devi, 35 yrs. :
24.9.86 Mrs.B.Balasaras-' Emerson Road, Karadi-

Kilinochchi.

wathie, Mas. B. Praba- pokku, Kilinochchi.
haran 4 yrs, Mas. B.

Pratheepan 2 yrs., Miss.

B. Prianthi 6 mths.

63. Sinnasamy Subrama-
niam, 23 yrs.

64. Chelliah Thavarajah,
30 yrs.

3.9.86. P.Sinnasamy.

~ Ambetenne Estate,
Mathugama.,

9.10.86. Mrs.T.Thanalaxu- D-4. Paranthan.
my 26 yrs. 2 children .
6&4 yrs,

aya, Colombo-6. 5. Ven. Kavisiga-
muwe Revatha Thero, Sri Siddhartha-
ramaya, Ganeyaya, Morathiha. 6.
Ven: Saddharmacharya Theripeha

Dhammananda Thero, Viharadhipathi
Sri Suvisuddharamaya, Gurudeniya.
7. Ven. Uduwara Saddhananda The-
ro, President, Vimukti Dharma Ken-
dra. Cailathalaramaya, Uduwara,
Horana. 8 Ven. Ampitive Dham.
makirthi Thero, President, Central
Province Pcace Commitiee, Matale.
9. Ven. Karmacharya Reddagoda
Saranankara Thero, Korossa Raja

Maha Viharaya, Dodangaslanda. 10.
Ven. Bamunugedara Indasumana The-

ro, President, NWP Graduates Uni-

Talkihg...

(Continued from page 9)
amongst these Tamils large conting-
ents of armed Sinhalese amount to”
To achieve the effects of genocide
you need mnot kill hundreds of tho-
usands. Killing a couple of hundr-

‘eds and “creating a climate of fear

and servility will do the trick.
Violence by the militants is not the
most maligsant instance of the del-
iberate and premeditated kind. Wh-
at can you call the government’s
policy that comes from the counsels

of the highest?
Godfrey should have known that

the distrust and suspicion of Tam-
ils and the perception of them as
security risks started not with the
bombings of mid ’86, but way ba-
ck in ’83. A practice of excluding
Tamils from jobs in Colombo has
operated since then,

Although liberal sentiments about
peace and concern for civilians are
strewn around in the article, .its
effect taken as a whole is to clev-
erly and subtly legitimise governm-
ent policy and perpetuate the degr-
adation of a section of our citize-
nry. His personal prestige and tho-
se of the institutions he represents
have been deployed not in the cau-
se of peace and justice, but towa-
rds something sinister and iniquitous.
- THE CHURCH

Concerning the Church, an obse-
rver said, ¢ by its silence on the
unparalieled injustices in post ind-
ependence Ceylon, and by making
mere symbolic gestures for peace,
the Church has acquiesced in a
cover up rendering the government
a crucial service. ‘When a serious
situation involving Tamil victims
comes up for discussion, the Chu-
rch leaders will agree that someth-
ing must be done. A decision will

on, Sri Mangalaramaya, Dalupotha.
gedara, Ambakote, 11. Ven. Keeran-

thidiya Pragnasekera Thero, Maha-
meuna Viharaya, Galahitiva, Mol-
kawa. 12. Ven. Badagiriye Medha
nanda Thero, Janatha Bhikshu Sam.
melanaya. 13. Ven. Buddhiyvagama
Chandraratana Thero, Bhikshu Peace
Foundation, Kahandawa Viharaya,
Ranna, Hambantota. I14. Ven. Bata-
pola Nanda Thero, Janatha Bhikshu
Sammelanaya. 15.  Ven:. Karambe
Gunananda Thero, Janatha Bhikshu
Sammelanaya. 16. Ven.J J. Gnana-
pragasam, Archdeacon of Colombo.
17. Ven. Christopher Ratnayake,
Archdeacon of Kurunegala. 18. Revd.
Fr. Paul Caspersz $. J. Satyodaya,
Kandy. 19. Revd. Fr. Nihal Ab-
eyasinghe, Santa Maria, George E.
de Silva Mawata. Kandy. 20. Revd,
Fr. E. Fernando S. J., Jesuit House,
Colombo. 21. Revd. Fr. Aloy Van-
derwall S. J, Jesuit House, Colombo.

(To be Continued)

someone

then be made to contact
who knows Nissanka Wijeyratne or
some Minister. That is for practical
purposes the end of-the matter.”

| was told of an incident where
Gordon Shaw from the British Co-

uncil of Churches (BCC) was mee-
ting our National Council of Chu-
rches (NCC) to be briefed on our
ethnic problem. An invitee of the
NCC. described the problem to Sh-
ow saying in effect that unlike in
Britain where the law to a large

extent afforded protection to all
communities, experience has shown

that protection afforded to the Ta.
mils by the law in this country
was negligible. The government pol-
icy towards rhe Tamil community
was in effect state sponsored crim.
inality. This policy he went on was
aided by help in financial, military
and intelligence matters provided to
the Sri Lankan government by Bri-
tain. The BCC was urged to use
its influence to good effect in cur-
bing this source of oppression. Th-
is speech “was backed by factual

argument.
The Chairman of the Methodist

conference apparently unmindful of
the credentials of the invitee, foll-
owed up with some alarm, and
proceeded to ridicule the invitee’s
speech as being effectively exagger-
ations and distortions. No serious
effort was made by the others pre-
sent to back invitee.

“You can see the direction of
the Church ”’, my observer said,
“ if they have the courage of con-
viction to take  Christ seriously,
they must go to the people, and
tell the peopie that what is happ-
ening in this country is most unju-
st and unacceptable: that we must
work urgently to seek and put ri-
ght the principal sources of injustice.
The Church has never tried this”.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Bribery At Barrier

Vehicles passing through the Ele-
phant Pass Barrier are being subject
to rigorous checking by the army.
Men, women and children are forced
to get off the buses and every concei-
vable bag is hauled out of the vehicl-
es and thorough check made but so
far with no results. The hardship whi-
ch people undergo at the barrier aft-
journey does
not seem to be the concern of the
Army. Passengers who leave Jaffna
early in the morning seldom or nev-
er are able totravel by the connect-
ing train at Vavuniya due to the in-
ordinate delays at Elephant Pass.A
traveller noticed a board prominent-
ly displayed at the Elephant Pass Ch-
eck Point requesting people 1o re-
port to the Commanding Otficer of
any member of the armed forces
guilty of BRIBERY. We wonder
what that is! :

Memorial Lecture

The Dr. A. Vettivelu Memorial
Lecture to be delivered at the North
Lanka College of Medical Practi-
tioners, fixed for to-day has been

postponed to a later date which will .

be announced. The re-opening of the
College has been postponed to 26th.
January because of transport diffi-
culties in the district.

632 MISSING

According to statistics furnished
by the Batticaloa Citizens’ Committee,
632 persons were ‘‘missing’’ since
May 1986 in the Batticaloa and
Amparai Districts after they had
been taken into custody. Though

‘representations had been made by

the Committee to the authorities
there had been no response.

Pregnant mother
dies

Due to stoppage of fuel the ambu-
lance at the Mallavi Hospital, Pallai
could not be pressed into service
to transport Kaliappan Packiam (22)
who was 8 months pregnant and need-
ed urgent medical attention at the

Jaffna Hospital. She was compelied

to travel by CTB bus and died on
the way. She leaves behind two child-
ren.

OVER 40’s

At a conference held recently bet
ween the Minister of National Se-
curity, Mr. Lalith Athulatbmudali
and the three Service Chiefs the
proposition that all those arrested
under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act who were over 40 years of
age should be released was discussed.,
However, a final decision was put off.

More Disappearances

Amnesty International in its Ja-
nuary 1987 issue has again spot-
lighted the ‘disappearances’” of
Tamils and has asked the Sri Lan-
kan Government to clarify.\

Among the 100 persons arrested
at Othiyamalai in Vavuniya Distriet
on 2-12-84 is a 31 year — old Tech-
nical Officer Linus Aloysius Franklin

who was attached to the Irrigation
Office at Chemamadu. He was mar-

ried and with 2 children.

The officials have disclaimed know-
ledge of their arrests but there were
strong reasons 1o believe that Linus
Franklin and the rest of the 100
who “disappeared”® had been “killed”
and their bodies disposed in secret
possibly in Irataperiyakulam Army
Camp at Vavuniya.

" His photograph appears in the
current issue of the Amnesty Int-
ernational.

Diversions

The Army which had been confin.
ed to the Fort in Jaffna for a con-
siderable period of time, ventured a
few yards outside and are at presently
occupying the Jaffna Telecommuni-
cation Exchange which had been vac-
ated by the personnel of the Ex-
change earlier. As a diversion they
move out in the nights a few paces
further away on the Jaffna - Pannaj
Road, Koddady areas, set fire to that-
ched houses and indulge in petty
thefts. The people of the areas had
long-deserted  their houses for fear
of shelling. ;

More Than 2000 Tamils
Killed Yearly

According to figures released by
t_l_lf Secretary of the Citizens’® Co-or-
dinating Committee, 14,705 Tamils
have been killed by Security forces
between January, 1981 and Decemb-
er, 1986. The break-up of the figures
is as follows:-

846
1,380

- 1981 -
1982 =

1983 - 3,678
1984 - 3,301
1985 - 2,695
1986 -~ 2,805

191 Tamils died in 1985 and 209
in 1986 for lack of oxygen in hospi-
tals. 63 died of shock in 1985 and:
49 in 1986.

American
Mercenaries

The Government of ladia has con-
veyed its deep dismay to the Amercian
Government at news reports that the
Sri Lankan Army is being reinforced
by American mercenaries. Mr. A.P.
Venkateswaran, the Indian Foreign
Secretary had met with his American
counter-part and conveyed his Go-
vernment’s regret. In a speech at a
seminar in New York he further st-
ated that the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment had failed to abide by iis un-
dertaking given to the Indian Go-
vernment in relation to the latest
proposals to solve the ethnic problem
and thus a stalemate had arisen.

Shot And Burnt

Nine young men along with an. eld-
erly person were-arrested and taken
to the jungle, shot and set on fire half
alive by the members of the Security
Force last week at Mutur. Eye

witnesses to this incident made rep»
resentations to the Mutur Citizens

Committee who inturn brought it to
the notice of the Government Agent

tand the Commander of the Camp.
Those killed were—Sivasekeran

Krishnarasa (23), Rajaretnam Guna-
retnam (26), K. Fontgalland (26),
K. Sebastian (46) S. Pithaparam (27)
M. Sangarapillai. S. Markandu
S. Satchchithanandan, K. Thetchana-
moorthy.

Armoured Car
Blown Up

An armoured car (South African
made) stated tobe land - mine proof
was blown to smithereens by mili-
tants near thearmy camp at Thal-
ladi in the Mannar District on 14th
January. The soldiers had reported-

ly withdrawn to their base leaving
their dead comrades.

R RG2S T2 I,

LALITH Vs. SR
ACT —3 WILL :
APPEAR NEXT WEEK
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PULSARA
STILL IN CUSTODY

Ms Pulsara Liyange, a Human
rights activist taken into custody
by the C. I. D. on Ist November
is still under detention.

VACANCY

Jaffna College Technical Institute
Vaddukoddai

ASST. LECTURER IN ENGINEERING - DRAWING
Engineering Graduates or experienced Draughtsman can apply with full

Bio-Data.

INSTRUCTOR IN FOUNDRY TECHNOLOGY
Qualified and experienced Technician in Foundry Practice can apply

with full Bio-Data.

Closing date 30-01-87
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