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Be Grateful . To Palmyrah
During the Fuel ban
and food shortage
Palmyrah Palm
stood by you yielding
food and fuel.
In return
plant a Palm eor
make afPalm produce
an item of your daily use.
That will help the Palm
to feed you back.
When terror and troubie
deprive you of
food and shelter
The Palmyrah will take care of

you.

- WEEKEND SYNDROME

The Sri Lanka Government has ne-
ver carried out military operations
against civilians nor ever will.

That closes the chapter up~to-date.

Thus spake Zarathustra alias J. R.
Jayewardene, President of the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
at the opening of the 7th Sessions. of
Parliament on 19th February 1987.

~ President Jayewardene is, Constitu-

tionally, the Commander of the Ar-
med Forces of the Democratic Soci-
alist Republic of Sri Lanka.

On Monday (30th March) Securi-
ty Forces based at the Jaffna Fort
Army Camp (constitutionally under the
command of President J. R. Jayewar-
- dene, Commander-in-Chief of the Ar.
med Forces of the Democratic Socia.
list Republic of Sri Lanka) took on
not merely the civilians but also the
patients warded at the Jaffna General
Hospital.  (See page 3 for details)

Their shells hit wards No. 19 and
20 of the Jaffna General Hospital run
by the Government of the Democra-
tic Socialist Republic of Sri  Lanka.

Ward No. 19 is a Medical ward
where heart patients, for example, are
warded.

One such patient had been Warded
in Ward No. 19 for bed-rest, much
against his wishes. He was a heart-
patient who wanted to stay peaceful-
ly at home. On medical advice—bed-
rest—he was taken and warded at

Ward No.19.

On Monday, 30th March around
6.30 a. m.,a shell fired from the
Jaffna Fort Army Camp turned
him into a bloody mess minus the
lower half of his body.

This
of the bloody
Forces of the

is just one of the instances
battles thatthe Armed
Democratic Socialist

SERK ON WEEKENDS. AS FAR AS
THEY ARE CONCERNED—A LOST

WEEKEND; A GORY WEEKEND
FOR EVERYONE ELSE.

Round about mid-day on Satarday
(28th March), the tranquillity of a
seemingly peaceful Jaffna was shatt-
ered by helicopters which fired rounds
after rounds for nearly 4 hours.

The planes overflew Jaffua Town in
rehearsal runs and one of them released
bombs Kkilling civilians in  Nallur.

The sortie over, the planes vanished
but the people’s troubles were just
beginning.

Even as the Sri Lanka Broadcast-
ing Corporation (SLBC) started the

Ward No.

Republic of Sri Lanka is fighting aga-
inst the civilizns in the North and East.

Apparently the Security Forces are
get battling merely the patients war-
ded at the Jaffna General Hospital.

THEY ARE ALSO' FIGHTING
CIVILIANS. THE BEHAVIOURAL
PATTERN OF THE ARMED FOR-

CES SEEMS TO BE TO GO BER-

19 after shell attack

At the same time the Mandaitiva
Army Camp opened up with shells
hitting, killing and ipjuring people liv-
ing at the Government-sponsored Gur-
unagar Housing Scheme on Beach Road,

Gurunagar, Jaffoa. (Prime Minister
Premadasa, please note).
When the Jaffna people thought

that the sound of helicopter music was
over, bombers suddenly appeared over
Jaffna Town round about 4 p.m. on
Saturday.

regular 6.30 a.m. news balletin, at
least 4 bombers swooped down on Na-
llur and dropped several bombs (for-
tunately some bombs did not explode
—Parliament please note).

A little while later the bombers hit
Neervely.

On Monday morning the Jaffna Fort
Camp shelled the Jaffna General Ho-
spital.

Commander-in Chief- how about this?

Bas someone opened a new chapter?

“FROM THE HORSE’'S

For long, there has been a yearning
among many Tamil people in Sri Lanka
and abroad that India would inter-
vene militarily to bring about a set-
tlement of the ethnic problem.

We had always taken up the po-
sition that India would intervene only
if its “vital interests’’
ened.

We have been proved right, jud-
ging by certain recent developments.

were threat-

“The Times of India’ reported on
17th March that “The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi’s special emis-
sary, Mr. Dinesh Singh warned the
Sri Lankan President, Mr. J. R. Jaye-
wardenz that India would take action
to help the Tamils’ (by sending
‘“humanitarian aid”’, in the face of
the two-and-a-half-months-old econo-
mic blockade of Jaffna). '

It said that Sri Laaka Govern-
mant officials “reacted with alarm,

MOUTH

saying any Indian relief supplies sent
to the Island’s Tamils would have
to cross Sri Lankan blockade lines,
giving the operation military impli-
cations.

“Sri Lankan officiais described
Mr.Dinesh Singh’s message as a vi-
rtual ultimatum by India to lift the

blockade”’.

The next day, in the Lok Sabha
the Minister of State for External

Affairs, Mr.Natwar’ Singh declared
that <India kept its options open
on providing food and other essen-
tial supplies to the Tamils in Jaffna
in case Sri Lanka did not lift its
gconomic blockade.”

The assurance was given while the
Minister was replying toa two-hour
debate on the ethnic problem in Sri-
Lanka.

The Minister said there werc in-
dications that the Sri Lanka Govern:
ment was attempting to ‘unwind

(Continued on page 12)
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NO VIOLATION OF ANY
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

500 estate workers went on strike
at Oliphant, Nuwara Eliya, following
the assault carried out on two of
their colleagues by Armymen recently-
The ‘crime they are said to have co-
mmitted is just the simple act of
appearing in front of the Armymen
when they had gome to collect some
firewood.

Perhaps God should bless the
hapless workers, with the olfactory
sence to smell of evil in time so that
they may save their skins.

COURTESY :- “Mawali’’1st March,

Journal of the National Union
of Workerss

Shells Persist

Persistent shell-fire from the Army
Camp at Kankesanturai from the
morning of 31st March has resulted
in cnsiderable damage to churches,
schools and the People’s Bank. From
Kankesanturai to Myliddy the cad-
jan fences were set onm fire, along
with many houses. St Antony’s Ca-
tholic. Church at Urany was also
damaged The damage is estimated to
be nearly 3 lakhs.
 The. historic Temple at Mavidda-
puram and the Maha Vidiyalayam
also suffered extensive damages.

Judging from: what is going on in
the Jaftna Peninsula, the question
on- everybody’s lips is ““Is the kill-
ing game activated again?”’

- Following the show-down at the
Army Camp at Jaffna Fort follow-
ing the capture: of eight Sri Lankan
soldiers the Army Camps in Jaffna
appear to be hell-bound in expre-
ssing their anger and frustration.

For over a week, the Navatkuli
Camp has been' lavish with various
types of shells, firing them into re-
sidential areas right round the camp.
Very often helicopters are strafing
the area around Navatkuli and ope-
rational areas are extended to Ko-
pay. The latest victims are tworsch’
ool girls who were seriously injured.

On Tuesday, 24th March, Valve-
ttiturai and Thondamanpnar Camps
expressed their wrath with shells
throughout the night. On the night of
Wednesday 25th March, Palaly and%
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-

.s houlder.

EVIL FIREWORKS

Harbour View Hotel Camps were
firing shells which fell even into
Sandilipay, Mahiyapitti, Alaveddy
and other areas which are over ei-
ght miles away. Several people were
injured and houses have been da-
maged.

During the early hours of 26 th
March Point Pedro Camp fired Arti-
llery Shells which rocked Point
Pedro. Two houses have been badly
damaged and another house ‘suffe-
red substantial damage. It was a
miracle that two infants—twins less
than two months old and their mo-
ther escaped death in ome of the
badly damaged houses. Two assis-
tants at the Sivan Temple who were
fast asleep: were injured—one losing
a finger of his hand and the other
suffering a serious injury on the
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Editor’s Refugee Relief Fund

List Of Donors

Mr. R. Thambithurai

Mr. S. Mahenthiran. 1.000.00
Mr. G. Peter. 25.00
Dr. A. Nageswaran. 2,000.00
Ceylon Tamil -Association, Australia. ,‘ : 12,060.00
Anonymous. i \ SR AR 100.00
In memory of late grandfather | Henry -Swartz. ‘ 200.00
Mr. K. Sothinathan. , 100.00
Mr. V.S. Sivalingam, 1,000.00
Dr. W. Selvam Nathaniel. 300.00
Some Sinhala Sympathisers. 1,000.00
Mr. S. Thiagarajah. 1,000.00
Anonymous. 50.00
Mrs. Y. Kandiah. 25.00
Mr. V. M. Cumarasamy, 100.00
Mr. A. Sathiyamoorthy. 510.00
Mr. R. Somalingam. : 100.00
Mr. Ben Abraham, In Memory of late. Magiabraham 100.00
Mr: S. Yoganathan. ‘ 600.00
Anonymous. 2,000.00
Mrs. M. Thurai. 10.00
Mr. K. Sothinathan. 50.00
Mr. S. Manicavasagar. 5,090.00
Mrs. V. William. 1,000.00
Well wishers from Canada. 15,720.00
Mr R. Thambithurai. 250.00
Dr. C.J.R. Johnpillai, 3,000.00
Mr, S. Kandasamy. 1,344.00
Mr. D. Paramalingam. 500.0¢
Mr. S. Anthonipillai. 115.00
Mr. T. Balasanthiran. 200.00
Mr. L. Muttukumaru. 15,250 00
Mr. P. Sivananthan. 8,000.00
Mr. S. Cuganesan. 3,000.0,
Mr. P. Sithananthan 1,000.00
DISBURSEMENTS
Drugs supplied to Trincomalee Refugees. 10,000.00
—do— | 10,000.00

250.00

Milk food and drugs supplied to Kokkaddichcholai . Refugees  20,000.00

Milk food supplied to Kilinochchi Refugees.

Milk food supplied to Social Development Society, Jaffna.
Drugs supplied to Uruthirapuram Refugees.

Milk food supplied to Trincomalee Refugees.

Refugees Rehablitation Committee, University of Jaffna

Neidalnagar and Palanagar)

5,000.00
3.000.00
5,000.00
10,000.00

5,000.00

At Kattuwan, incessant firing of
shells were heard during the day
time of 26th, Thursday.

On Wednesday a helicopter attem-
pted to land on the Jaffna Hindu
College grounds at about 6.30 p.m.
when people in the neighbourhood
started running for safety. But soon
the helicopter took off.

Kurumbasiddy too did not escape
the wrath of the Security Forces at
Palaly. On the 26th they went into
the area all of a sudden and in the
random shooting that took place
eight persons died but only three
bodies were discovered; 10 other
persons are still missing, according
to representations made by the My
liddy South Citizens Committee to
the Govrnment Agent, Jaffna.

Nothing is known of the Thar-
malingam (55), T. Theivendran (46)
P. Somasunderam (53), V. Sinna-
thangam (65), and Thangamalar (45).

OBITUARY

MATHAVAR SEVANTHINA-
THAN, retired Grama Sevaka, Chan-
kanai East, Trustee of Chenkatpa-
dai Mathevapillaiyar Temple, Chan-
kanai Expired on 21st March.

He 'is the beloved husband of
Annaletchumi, father of Mrs. Chel-
vanachchiyar Nagarasa, Ariyakuma-
ran of A.R. Trading Company, Co-
lombo, ' Ariyasekaram of West Ger-
many and Miss. S. Selvaranee. He
is the brother of Mrs. Rajeswari
Velayuthan, Mrs. Kanagammah Myl-
vaganam and Mr. M. K. Kanaga-
rajanayagam, retired Bank Executive
of the Hatton National Bank, Go-
verning Councillor, SATURDAY RE-
VIEW and Mr. M. Rajakunanayagam,
retired Bank Shroff, Hatton Natio-
nal Bank. %

He is the father - in - law of Mr.
V. Nagarajah, Principal Hindu Col-
lege, Pandateruppu.His cortage left re.
sidence on 22nd March at Periyavalavu
for cremation at Chankanai, Vilavelli.

PRAYER FOR FAVOUR

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
adored and glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the
and for ever.

Sacred Heart of Jesus — Pray for
us St. Jude worker of miracles. Pray
for us.

St. Jude help of Helpiess Pray for
us. '

Thank you Jesus.

Thank you St. Jude. :

Say the prayer 9 times a day for
9 days. '

It has never been known to fail.

Publication must be promised.

.

world nowg--__

-



4th April 1987 - Saturday Review

Jaffna Hospital Staff Determined
To Brave Shells

(By A Special Correspondent)

Jaffna hospital was shelled for the 7th
time on the morning of 30 th March. This time
the shell fell into the centre of wards 19 and 20
killing 8 patients and wounding several others,
A nurse and an attendant were badly injured
The attendant succumbed latter.

Dr. Nageswaran, Consultant in charge of
ward 19 showed me the bloodstains of a patien;
whose skull had cracked . He told me in a broken
voice that two of the patients who died had
wanted to go home on Sunday. Nothing was
left of the ceiling. The wall clock had  stopped
dead at 6-25 A.M. The long room which was
shared by wards 19and20 was a mess of broken
Steel beds, broken asbestos pieces togethcy
with remains of thermos  tlasks, bottles and
bathroom slippers, reminiscent of past human
habitation. The floor had a hole one yard in
diameter where the shell had exploded. The
shell then fell into the children’ s ward below
narrowly missing a mother  tending to  her
child. Only two children now remained behind
in the ward. Another shell had fallen outside
“ thebuilding disrupting the water -main.

Dr, Nageswaran said that
wounded patients were hard to get as  patients
had fled home. “They come to hospital because
they need urgent care”, he said ¢‘what can you
expect if their chances of dying in hospital are
significantly high?”* He said that the upstair
building had such a bad shaking that it will
have to be demolished. All patients in the hosp-
ital have been taken to ground floor wards for
the benefit of concrete protection.

details of

“It was a very deliberate and unprovoked act’’, said Dr. Nachinakiniar, the Medical Superintendent, 1. had
been trying to contact the army by phone since the early hours of the morning on my being told that there was
shelling around the hospital. I tried various numbers. In one instance the phone was picked up and was put down

after I said who I was when I tried to contact the Brigadier after 8-00A,M. Capt. Majid answered and took down

the details, telling me that the Brigadier was at an important conference. I was asked to ring half an hour later.
When I rang around 1000 A.M. Capt. Majid told me that thes conference was still on. But h<? said tha@ he had
checked with the Fort Camp and they had said that they had not fired after 6-00 A.M. [ told him thatit was a

damned lic and everything indicated that the shell which hit wards 19 and 20 at 6.25 A M. had come from the
Fort I also said that my business was also urgent as I had to decide whether to  keep the hospital open. Wl'xen
I tried the Brigadier at 2, 00 P.M. I was told that he had gone on a tour of Palaly camp. I said that [ was going
to put a]l this on record”’.

Dr. Nachinarkiniar said that with all their problems they were going to keep the hospital open. A§ked about
the position of the Government Medical Officers Association (GMOA) he said that the GMOA  believed them.
The GMOA had reported the complaint concerning the shelling by the Jaffna branch to the AIR correspondent
asked about the position of the International Red Cross, he said that it was left to the public and_ the pressto
make representations to them. Dr. Nachinarkiniar gave a specific assurance that he had questionec.l the staff
and was satisfied that there was absolutely no provocation to the government forces to shell the hospital and no
one had fired at Government forces from the vicinity of the hospital. Asked if communication with the army had
broken down, he replied, “not completely”’.

Dr. Nageswaran and Prof Ganeshwaran referred to the claim by the state television that the army had be.en
fired upon from behind Jaffna hospital All this they said amounted to a conspiracy to close down Jaffna hospit.
al. This was a case of a government army firing at a government institution and. killing .government servant‘s.
It'was they said the consensus of the hospital staff that even at risk to their lives they were going t.o.keep the‘ hospit-
a] open. The alternative hospital at Tellippalai and Pt. Pedro were themselves badly affected by military action .a_nd
were too far away as a result of transport difficulties resulting from the fuel ban. “We feel a hcavy. responsibility
towards those needing medical care,® they said, “it will be a breach of our humanity and our professional honour
for us to pack up and go home”. . (Continued on page 11)

VINTAGE
IBSURD
THEATRE

Location: Jaffna General Hospital
Time and date: 10 a.m. approx. - 31st
March, 1987

Occasion: Enquiry into the shelling
of Jaffna General Hospital

around 6.45 a.m. on 30th
March which caused the

death of 9 patients and in-
jured 22

Magistrate: Will it be possible for
the Police stationed in the Jaffna
Fort to enter the Army Quartersin
the Fort and conduct enquiries in
respect of this incident?

Constable: No, We are not allowed
to enter the Army Quarters but
Senior Officers could do so.

Magistrate: Is any Senior
Officer present here?

Police

Constable: No, but #C.I.D. Officer

rushed io the spot and made en-
quirijes.

Magistrate : Have you informed any
Senior Police Officer about this in-
cident?

Constable: The ASP at Head Office
informed the D.JI.G. and LGP
over the telephone.

Magistrate: At the enquiry held by
you who do you think was respons—
ible for this incident?

Constable: According to witnesses it
is believed that the deaths were
caused due to the shelling from the
Fort.

Magistrate: Is it possible for you to
go the Army Quarters in the Fort
and arrest those who were respon-
sible for this incident?

Constable: No, I cannot arrest them
but findings in such cases will be
sent to the Senior Officer.

Magistrate: I hereby authorise you to
arrest those who were responsible
for this incident and produce them
in Court,

Note by Editor: Can there be more
vintage Absurd Theatre than this ?
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Monaracala Peasants Battle

- Govi-backed TN

The peasants of Monaragala have
been struggling for the last three
years to protect nearly 22000 hectares
of fertile agricultural land, from
being given over to Monaragala Su-
gar Company for large scale sugar
plantation and setting up sugar factory.

This company is a joint venture
between the Government of Sri Lanka
and Meta International—a large TNC
mainly dealing with sugar cane plan-
ting and sugar processing. It is said
to be an Indian-African company
with business centred . mostly in Af-
rican Countries such as Kenya and
Uganda.

The land to be given over is po-
pulated, and has been well utilized
for centuries by the villagers for
growing food crops for themselves
and for the rest of the population
in the country. Altogether there are
48 large and small villages occupi-
ed by nearly 850 families with a
population of over 4500 with in this

area.

The people have been aware of
the impact of the project on their
land, cultivation, life style and en-
vironment. Assisted by peasant or-
ganisations they have understood the
disastrous effect of being reduced
to seasonal labour or-contract far-
mers under the company. Therefore
over the last three years these peo-
ple have engaged themselves in a
strong struggle to protect their land
and their freedom. Understanding
the national significance of this strug-
gle many groups, almost all oppo-
sition political parties, peasant and
labour unions, religious groups, cler-
gy and lay, women’s organisations,
human rights organisations and in-
tellectuals have voiced their opposi-
tion to this move and the genera
policy of the Government inviting
multinational companies for large
scale agribusiness and industry. They
have supported this peasants’ strug-

gle in various ways.

The resistance had retarded the
company’s efforts over the last three
years to displace the villagers and
clear the land. People have met
the Government officials at district
and national level, launched peace-
ful protests preventing the company’s
advance. Peasants have been arrest-
od and taken to courts, when they
expressed strong protest.

Recently the company has inten-
sified its land grabbing, supported
by the state machinery disregarding
the strong opposition expressed so
far. Therefore it has now become
necessary to call for the widest possi—
ble support to this peasants’ struggle
and to bring pressure on the Govern-
ment against this intrusion into the
life of the people.

The peasants oppose the project
because the land that they have deve-
loped for many decades- without any
form of Government support is the
only means of living for them and
for their next generations.

They grow a variety of crops
such as maize, kurakkan, sorghum,
cowpea, green gram, vegetables, lime,
plantains, mangoes and yams elcC.
They get an additional income
(apart from food) almost every week=-
throughout the year, by selling their

the
Solidarity Committee For thePeasants
of Monaragala.

Text of a statement issued by

products in the three main  weekly
fairs (in Dombagahawela, Siyanba-
landuwa and Pallepola). The farmers
in this area are the foremost supp-
liers of maize to the Fats and Oils
Corporation. During the lime season
12 lorry loads of lime (approximat-

" ely 400,000 limes) go out to Colombo

and other cities. Similar quantities
of plantains, manioc and vegetables
are sold every week during the res-
pective seasons. Under the company
the farmer incomes would be . much
less and only once a year Or SO;
each farmer family cultivates bet-
ween 3 to 5 acres of land  surround-
ing the villages, the valuable forest
reserves such as the Haddawa (2000
acres) protected so far by jthe peeple
to preserve their water ~sources

would be cutdown by the company’s
project.

They would be reduced to seaso-
nal labourers under the company
or contract farmers growing only
sugar cane. Even those to be settled
in nearly 4 acre sugar cane plots each

will not have land ownership, but
could be removed if they do not
adhere to thz company’s conditions

and accepts its prices.

The people have a long history
and a long established cohesiveness,
in their agriculturai life, mutul under-
standing and cooperation in social,
economic and religious activities.
Out of the 48 villages that come
within the project area 22 are tradi-
tional villages having a history of
over 100 years, 17 have existed for
25-40 years and the remaining 9 have
become settlements during the last
10-15 years. Viilages such as Madu-
gama and Polgahagama are said
tc have been key centres in
the 1818 rebellion against the British
Colonial regime, that produced its
well known military leaders.

Some land had been declared as
“Village land”’ by 1930 with villagers
having rightful ownership. Others
have been allotted by Land Settle-
ment Officers visiting the area once
in 10 years or so, after investigation
into their long occupation and de-
velopment as villages. Other small
plots of 2 acres each have been
given to settlers on 99 year lease
Under the Land Development Ordi-
nance for village expansion. There
are also villagers having obtained
annual ‘permits, renewed every year.
Many Buddhist temples, some very
old, will go under the company
plantations or will be surrounded
by it isolating them from the vill-
age Communities.

People are well aware of the des-
tructive impact on the nalural envi-
ronment aud the danger of large
stretches of sugar cane being aban-
doned, by profit motivated compa-
nies due to fall in profits,” as it
happened in places like Negros Is-
land in the Philippines.

The companies have obtaind a
guarantee from the Government for
a 14.5./- profit irrespective of Wo-
rld Market sugar prices. Thus already

all the people in Sri Lanka pay a
much higher price for suger (Rs.15
per kilo ) compared to the price po-
ssible for imported sugar (around
Rs.5/- per kilo). Since international
prices are bound to remain low the
people will have to continually sub-
sidize the company. The predicted
prices of sugar produced in Pelwatte
(by a similar Government MNC jo-
int venture) will increase further
upto about Rs.20 per Kilo.

This struggle forms an important
part of the bigger struggle against
the general policy of inviting foreign
MNCs. Government has recently de-
cided to invite big foreign and local
companies to the developed areas
under the huge Mahaweli Diversion

Scheme—constructed at a cost of
nearly 42 Billion rupees, mostly for

eign loans and aid.

Already MNCs such as the British
—American Tobacco—operating thro-
ugh its branch the Ceylon Tobacco
Company controls a very large area
of agricultural land, through contro
ling production and marketing of
small farmers. Food production is
being replaced by tobacco. The Na-
tional Milk industry has been rece-
ntly given over almost completely to
Nestles Ltd,, who collect milk th-
roughout the country from small
producers. The danger of this being
replaced by imported milk powder,

(Continued on page 10)

R R S AR
APPRECIATION

Jimmy Nicholas

The late Jimmy Nicholas who pass-
€d away pcacefully at his residence
In Windsor Avenue, Dehiwala on 13th
March, was a man of many parts,
a rolling stone which gathered moss
through passage of time. His varied
facets of activity may be seen in
the places he served with credit and
won friends and admirers by his
geniality, humour and ready-wit,

He was Superintendent, Govern-
ment Firewood Depot, Manager, Pa-
trician Book Depot, Manager of the
Canteen at Kankesanturai Air Port,
Air Ceylon and during the course
of World War II served in the Air
Raid Precaution Service.

Although English was very much
his forte, he was good in Tamil as
well. He edited the Parish Magazine
of the Church of Our Lady of Re.-
fuge, Jaffna together with the late
Mr.F.N.C.Saverimuttu: He played a

major role in many a spiritual re-
treat and his meditations on the HolY

Rosary were a gem which he dedi-
cated to his beloved mother, Susan.
In Tamil he was a popular reader of
the Lenten Psalms like his late father
which he read with great emotion
which was most edifying to the list-
eners.

During his last years he was sickly
but he carried his illness with cour
age and fortitiude. One is sure tha.
“he is safe in the hands of Jesus”.

A Mass will be sung at the Church
of Our Lady of Refuge on 5th Ap.
ril (his brithday) at 7 a.m. for the
repose of his soul.

—W.Alexander




“which could - be

4th' April 1987

Saturday Review

5

The fext of the key resolutions pai-

ssed at the 29th Convention of the
Ceylon Workers Congress held in Ka-
ndy on 14th and 15th March to mark
the CWC’s 46th Anniversary.

CWC President S. Thondaman is
Minister of Rural Industrial Develop-
ment,

ARRESTS OF YOUTH

Tﬁis 29th Convention of the Ceylon

Workers Congress views with alarm

the indiscriminate arrests of plantation
youth on suspicion, false tip-offs and
information which has ereated grow-
ing apprehension and discontent in the
plantatien areas that the Police and
the SecurityServices have embarked on
a witch-hunt thatcan have far-rea-
ching consequences; conscious that the
unwarranted arrests of youth on sus-
picion and their detention for long
periods will have the most deleteri-
ous effects on the entirety of the plan—

Discon

tation youth and Community ;mindful
that such arrests infuse a spirit of res—
entment and indignation in youth that
can push them to the paths of violent
resistence and activity, calls upon the
the Law-Enforcement authorities to
(a) desist from unwarranted arrests,de-
tentions for long periods, assaults
and inhuman treaiment of those in
custody which will undermine the
confidence in them and in the Go-
vernment, (b) Adopt a humane and
pragmatic approach to these problems
of a sensitive and delicate nature,
(c) expedite investigations and release
all those against whom no cases
have been filed in Courts, (d) Desist
from - using. the . PTA in all cases
investigated and
charges framed, if any, under the
Penal Code or the ordinary Law ofthe
Jand, (e) review police-public relations
and refurbish the image of the Po-
lice, and urges the Government to
initiate procedures which will provide
meaningful consultation and co-opera-
tion of werkers’ representatives in
matters involving the maintenance
of peace and order in the plantation
areas.

EDUCATION

This 29th Convention of the Cey-
lon- Workers Congress reiterates
that the community of plantation
Workers of Indian QOrigin continues
(0 be the most backward in the

ent_n Plan

country in terms of educational fa-
cilities ; netes that very little pro-
gress has been made in the filling
of vacancies in the teaching staff
and in providing educational facili-
ties such as buildings, equipment and
furniture for schools in the planta-
tion sector ; deplores the total lack
of facilities for teaching Science in
Tamil Schools in estate areas, and
calls opon: the Minister .of Educa-
tion and other anthorities concerned
to (1) To envolve a scheme of rec-
ruitment to fill all vacancies in the
teaching staff of plantation sector
schools from within the plantation
community. (2) Remedy the serious
shortages and shortcomings in the
provision of educational facilities in
the plantation sector schools with-

out delay. (3) To provide for the

teaching of Science with adequate
facilities in estate sector schools.

EMPLOYMENT

' P 1

This 20th Convention of the Cey-
lon Workers Congress notes that plan-
tation workers still continue to be

discriminated against in that they
are deprived of benefits and condi-
tions of Employment which are made
available to State Corporation Emp-

loyees and calls upon the JEDB
and the SLSPC to grant to planta-
tion workers-in their employment
the same rights and privileges, bene-
fits and conditions of employment
which employees of other State Cor-
porations enjoy. :

HOUSING

This 29th Convention of the Ceylon
Workers Congress recalls, the re-
solution adopted by the 25th Con-
vention of the Ceylon Werkers Cong-
ress held in Kandy on 14th and
15th February 76, urging the sepa-
ration of living quarters of the plant-
ation workers from the control of
the managements of estates and the
vesting of ownership of such living
quarters and their appurtenent lands
in such workers; welcomes the ac-
ceptance of the principle contained
in that resolution by His Excellency
President J.R. Jayewardene; Notes
that the year 1987 has been de-
clared by the United Nations as
the International Year of Shelter
for the Homeless (TYSH); recognises

the laudable efforts of Prime Minis.
ter R. Premadasa in undertaking
the Million Houses Programme and
other Self Help Housing Schemes ;

rcgrets: that the plantation commu-
nity has so far been excluded from
the benetits of such Programmes, and
calls upon: the Govenment to (1)
Take immediate steps to give effect
to the resolution adopted in 1976
by vesting the ownership of the li-
ving quarters and their appurtenant
lands in the plantation workers. (2)
To extend the Million Houses and
and Gam Udawa Programmes to the
plantation sector and other state ai-
ded programmes which would uplift
housing conditions on all plantations.

WOMEN

This 29th Convention of the Ceylon
Workers Congress recognise that
women  constitute over50 ./- of
the [ workforce on the plantati-
ons and are engaged in arduous and

fations”

and exhaustive work extending beyond
ghours considers that women are burd-
ened with dual responsibility of bring-
ing up children and attending to hou—
sehold chores which leaves them little
hours for leisure; covinced that health
problems faced by the women planta-
tion workers in their working life is ca-
used by fatigue and exhaustion; reiter-
ates the earlier demand of the Ceylon
workers’ Congress for the re-sched-
uling of working hours of women,and
calls upon; plantation managements to
reprogramme without delay work sch-
edules of women workers so as to en.
able them to attend to their functions
as working wives and mothers and to
provide them sufficient leisure hours.

YOUTH

This 29th Convention of the
Ceylon Workers® Congress considering
the importance of education, train-
ing, and employment for youth in a
rapidly changing society;
keenly aware of the sense
of frustration and disillusion-
ment among youth on plantations

arising from a painful lack of opp-
ortunities in education, traiming and
employment; cautions ; that if this
state of affairs continues it would
lead to the escalation of youth dis-
content and the accentuation of
socio-political tensions resulting in.
disastrous consequences, and calls up-
on : the Government to initiate crash
programmes to meet the education,
training and employment needs of
plantation youths.

- INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

This 29th Convention of the Ceylon
Workers Congress conscious; that in
general industrial relations in the
plantation and particularly those re-
lating to suspensions, dismissals and
Management attitudes have failed to
achieve industrial harmony and peace;
deploring the drastic action taken
by the managements on plantations
by meeting out ditferent forms of

punishment including dismissal on the .

slightest pretext without providing
for consultation and grievance-hand
ling procedures preceding such action;
mindful: that such actions by the
Management havecompelled workers
to seek recourse to industrial forums
with attendant consequences such as
protracted hearings and delays, co-
upled with appeals by employers
despite orders for redress provided
by industrial tribunals after adjudi-
cations; recognising the urgenf need
to devise suitable consultative and
gtievance handling procedures which
would help reduce industrial strife-
and promote peace and harmony and
in particular meaningfully involve the
trade unions as co-partners in the
prevention and settlement of labour
management disputes.

TRADE UNION RIGHTS

This 29th Convention of the Ceylon
Workers Congress expresses concern
that the Government of Sri Lanka,
though a member of the Internationaj
Labour Organisation, has not yet
ratified the basic Conventions of the
I.L.O No. 87 and 144 on the Free-
dom of Association and Tripartite
Consultation which constitute the
bedrock of the I,L.O. and are of
vital concern to workers and their
organisations; stresses that the ra-
tificiation of these Conventions and
the enactment of legislation to give
effect to them are imperative for the
fullest participation of trade unions
in national economic and social de-
velopment, and calls upon the Go-
vernment of Sri Lanka to ratify th-
ese Conventions and enact the ne-
cessary legislation without delay-
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Demarche, a word pregnant with
explasive possibilities was used by
India last month in a diplomati®
despatch to Sri Lanka when she
went back on her December 19 po-
sition, Asia awaited developments
with bated breath after an initial
flutter in their diplomatic dovecotes.
The immediate effect was contrary
to expectations. It escalated military
offensives in the North which the
demarche signal was meant to dis-
courage: India’s initiatives in the
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pire -much confidenee -in-the ~propo-
sed negotiations. The Tamil people’s
negotiations _commenced .in 1956
when the draft Sinhala Only bill was
tabled in Parliament. Talks have gone
on intermittently on ethnic issues
since 1956. Nothing ever came out
of these talks except broken promi-
ces. The 1983 holocaust and the
continuing holocausts since then only
gave a new impetus to more vigo-
rous talks but nothing tangible has

TS STRATEGY

U N Commission on Human Rights
in Geneva brought forth, though not
a reprimand a warning to Sri Lanka.
Then the demarche signal worked
like a circus whip. Sri Lanka chan-
ged course and accepted her earlier
commitment. She also had to com-
ply with India’s three conditions for

resumption of the peace process.

The lifting of the ban on fuel
supply to the North had to be the
first move. Sri Lanka went through
the paces of officialy lifting the ban.
They turned out to be sham paces
because the procedures of supplying
fuel were beset with impossible con-
ditions. The vehicle owners did not
go to Army camps to draw their
petrol, not because their automobile
petrol tanks had not run dry of
petrol three months ago, but no one
dared to venture out anywhere near
an Army camp for fear of their
lives.

On March 23, 1987 India announ-
ced that she would hold talks with
Sri Lanka with a view to negoti-
ating a settlement which would do
justice to the Tamil people. It ap-
pears that India has accepted Sri-
Lanka’s token gesture of lifting the
aan on fuel supply and has proba-
bly waived the other two conditions.
bhe intentions of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi
Tre beyond question good and ho-
nourable. He probably wants to
force the pace before more people
die or before Sri Lanka has time
once again to go back on her De-
cember - 19 position. Critics would
not be justified in interpreting his
actions as appeasement.

India has however to be wary of
the wiles of seasoned negotiators.
The record of Tamil people’s
past negotiations with successive Sri-
cankan Governments does not ins-

come out of them. During this pe-
riod however the experiences of the
Tamil people were disastrous. The
respite was used by the Sri Lanka
government for purposes only too
well known to the world.

The Tamil people’s misgivings on
the prospects of further “talks arise
from the fact that Sri Lanka’s de-
nial of a Tamil homeland is rigid
and inflexible. This stance will give
rise to almost insuperable problems
like the ownership of land in the
proposed provineial units, land settle-
ment and above all the devolution
of powers from the People to the
various tiers of governmental autbo-
rity up to the central government.
All power inheres in the pcople and
only they can delegate powers to
their chosen leaders. The process
cannot be inverted by devolution of
power from an alien centre to the
people or their representatives. It
could take many more years to un-
scramble these constitutional tangles.
In the meantime the ethnic problem

may disappear with the people.

Besides the misgivings regarding
procedural delays in the proposed
talks, there is a lurking fear that
if and when a settlement is arrived
at, it will not be honoured. There
is no guarantee, and there isnone
who can guarantee, compliance with
the terms of the settlement by ei-
ther party, far less by a sovereign
government. The mediator himself,
being neither an Arbitrator nor Ad-
judicator backed by executive power,
be it his own or that of a world
body, has offered no guarantees. On
the contrary he has abjured all co-
mpulsive options. The peace process
will then fall back on voluntary
observance of the terms of settle-
ment by both parties.

S Ri-APP

India’s rele .as -a mediator s, ~ei-
ther by ~volumtary -self=abnegation
or by the constraints of internati-
onal power configurations and South
Asian regional power alignments,
reduced to that of an honest umpire,
Active mediation _and tight-rope
walking -as a -meutral .party .are two
incompatible ‘functions.”For-exampie,
India -as a-mediator - can- neither stop
the employment of mercenaries in

Al

the Indian Ocean region which en-
dangers her own security, nor can
she as a neutral power, recognise
the Tamil militants as a fighting
force. Secondly, India’s mediation
efforts .are stymied by the conflicts
between her -external imterest, -her
security in the Indian Ocean etc. and
her commitments to South Asian
Regional Co-operation and the
Non-aligned Movement. ~Thirdly
India’s conflict -of ingerests ~between
the :need to mmaintain #riendly rela-
tions with Sri Lanka in order to
prevent foreign power incursions into
naval bases and the need to pla-
cate the Southern States of India
and all opposition parties by con-
demning and ‘stopping human rights
violations in Sri Lanka has imposed
severe restraints on _her initiatives.

India voluntarily undertook to stop
the carnage in Sri Lanka, not -me-
rely on humanitarian _grounds, but
also to pre-empt other foreign po-

_Lanka,

4th  April 1987

governments -since 1956 “hmve —made
the survival of the Tamil people im-
possible without it.

“The observance of agreed settle-
ments ‘raises ‘many tangled fissues,
such as a tripartite -agreement im-
cluding India as a party, the pre-
sence of a peace—keeping force as
an interim measure and, in the last
resort, the imposition of sanctions
against offending parties. These ‘is-
sues take .a long time to .resolve.
Effective mediation is possible only
within a short time frame.

The failure of the U N and other
world ozganisations to abate the
viglations «of -human zights :in.South
Africa and many other countries in
the 1ast few decades has cast seri-
ous doubts in the minds of the
Tamil people whether India can by
herself, or even awith the .support
of .a ‘few humanitarian -countries,
stop -~ the mounting -earmage ‘in Sri
let .alone the violation of
human rights.

It iis doubtful whether.a :mediator
who - takes “on asmneuntralyposture can
do anything -more “than offer -his
good offices to bring the disputants
together to sit round a table ‘and
talk, seek clarifications, offer ad-
vice .and record - their eommitments.
Im fact this is sall that

has “happenéd in the past. Tt is time
“for India to -make a thorough re-

appraisal of her strategies, however
agonising it may be, and jdentify
more -effective “strategies, “because
time is runming out. She -will -have
to honestly ask hersélf the question,
is India’s neutral stance:and mediation
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wer interventions. Now she cannot
let herself be -paralysed by these
conflicts of national interests nor
can she betray the trust reposed
in her by the comity of nations
and the ‘people of Sri Lanka -nor
allow the Sri Lankan Tamils to die
by economic strangulation.

The Tamil people -are wary of any
settlement which will not guarantee
them lasting peace. The generations
of people horn after 1956 have al-
ways lived with bloed, sweat and te-
ars. ‘They will not easily buy any
settlement which does not -guarantee
the security of their homes in ‘their
homeland. The Tamil homeland was
a historic reality but now sunccessive

promoting or impeding.a settlement ?
Could ‘her withdrawal fromneutra-
lity ‘and -mediatien -give “her mew
options which could hasten a settle
ment? Is Iadia’s approach o :Sri

Lanka’s-problem -as a-human -rights -
.approach

problem  the best
in her own matiemal inter-
ests? Or would ‘not thesafe-guard-
ing of the Indian Ocean as a zone
of  peace.outsidethe arena of foreign
power incursions and - rivairies “be a
more appropriate approach in India’s
national interest?

The answers to these fundament-
al issues should be framed within
speeific time = dimensions . because-
time is the “essence ‘of the-problem.
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ETHNIC CRISIS

The Sri Lankap ethnic problem
seems to be as far away from so-
lution than it ever was. The rela-
tionship between Sri Lanka and

India seems to have reached ‘it’s
lowest ~ebb.

India has refused to mediate in
the dispute unless the Sri Lankan
Government agrees to its three pre
conditions, namely (1) A halt to
the military activity against the
Tamil militants in the North and
East, (2) the withdrawal of the
economic blockade against the Jaff-
na peninsula, and (3) a firm de-
claration by the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment in support of the 19th De-
cember proposals i. e., to create a
new Eastern province without Am-
parai district, thereby giving the
Tamils a greater majority in the
Eastern province.

in fact, there are no negotiation
‘going on at the moment. The two
Indian Union Ministers who were
in jgharge of conducting .this ne.

gotiations have sgone .abroad and

are unlikely to return for sometime.
In the meantime, the Sri Lankan
Government is both following its
military ‘option by increasing its mi-
litary .activities swith consequent huge

Peopl
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civilian losses, as well as economi-
cally squeezing the Jaffna people
with .a tight economic blockade
which has caused scarcity of food-
stuffs .as well as lack of transport.
While the Sri Lankan President
pompously declared at the recent
opening of Parliament that his Go-
vernment had never and never will
murder innocent civilians, such
wholesale murders were taking place
in the North and the FEast. How
the President could make such a
blatantly false claim in the face of

for the Sri Lankan Government the
time it needed to strengthen and
modernise its Army with help from
such anti-Indian forces as Israel
Pakistan, China etc.

From the very beginhing Rajiv Ga-
ndhi started off on a false ideolo-
gical note. Although India openly
declared her suppert of the Sri Lan-
kan Tamil cause and even turned a
blind eye to the use of Tamil Nadu
as a virtual base area by the Tamil
militants, Rajiv Gandhi declared
himself as being against the creation
of a separate state of Eelam.

by

N. Sanmugathasan

the recent murder of 27 employees
of the seafood .project at Kokadi-
cholai, is beyond understanding!

Supporters of “the Sri Lankan
Tamil cause, both in Sri Lanka and
in India, are fauvlting Rajiv Gandhi
and the Indian Government for hav-
ing done nothing positive to solve
the problem. They accused ‘Gandhi

~of having fallen- into the trap set

by the Sri Lankan Presipent in® ag-
reeing to endless negotiations over
three years without anything being
achieved. Thiscostly dealy has won
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Injustice, Repression

The Ceylon Mereantile, Industrial
And General Workers’ Union (CMU)
passed the following resolution at a
Public ‘Meeting held -on ‘5th March.

Thig Public Meeting of the CEY-
LON MERCANTILE, INDUSTRIAL

AND GENERAL WORKERS’
, UNION (CMU), held at De Mel
*“Park, Colombo, or 5th March 1987,

endorses the view of the General

Council of the Union thatthe time

has :come for people to protest.op-

enly against the injustice and rep-
ression that -prevails in Sri Lanka
and to struggle actively for DEM-

OCRATIC and HUMAN RIGHTS

and PEACE and JUSTICE in this

country .

“This Meeting, at the same time,
condemns the Inspector-General of
Police, without -explanation, of the
> distribution ‘of Jeaflets among the
public and affixing of posters in-

—C. M. U.

places visible to the public, in rela-
tion to the Union’s “Day of Action”’,

in order to prevent the vast majority
of the people from being made aware
of this action and its purpose.

This Meeting also condemns the
prohibition by the Inspector-General
of Police, of a procession by the
CMU, following the stoppage of
work by members of the CMU this
day, from the Union Headquarters

to the venue of the Meeting, also
without explanation.
This Meeting resolves to pursue

the struggle for Democratic and Hu-
man Rights and Peace and Justice
in Sri Lanka, despite the conditiong
of repression prevailing under the
‘State of Emergency’ and to strive
to build a broad-based mass move-
ment amongst the people to that end
in association with trade union and
other organisations.

But he has never given hisreasons
for this declaration. Those of us
who have not supported the demand
for a separate state have done so
because we stand for a future so-
cialist Sri Lanka where the workers,

both Sinhala and Tamil, shall rule;
and therefore we do not desire se-
paration. But why is Rajiv against
a separate state? Has he forgotten
that in 1971 India carried out a war

.of aggression against the Sovereign
State of Pakistan in order to libérate
Bangladesh and create aseparate state? ;"

Rajiv Gandhi blundered still fur-
end ofy

ther at Bangalore at the
last year when he declared that he

ing completely that the whole of
of India was divided on the basis
of linguistic states.

Most people faulting India point
out to the lack of consistency on its
stand on the Sri Lankan Tamil pr-
oblem. This inconsistency has been
blamed on the fact that there has
not been a single individual on the
Indian side who has handled
these negotiations con tin u ously.

Perhaps the best choice was Indira
Gandhi’s selection of Mr. G. Par-
thasarathy — not because he was a
Tamil but because he had been an
able representative of India as its
Ambassador at the United Nations,
Peking and several other important
capitals. He proved his ability by
being the main author of Annexure-
C which, if Sri Lanka had not gone
back on it, could have been the
basis for the solution of Tamil
problem of Sri Lanka. One of the
first act of Rajiv Gandhi on com-
ing to power was to remove Par—
thasarathy from this crucial position
and to substitute him with a never
ending series of diplomats who
have proved incapable of delivering
the goods.

Most critics point out that India by
its inept handling of the negotia-
tions with Sri Lanka, has only
created a mess which has strength-
ened the arm of the Sri Lankan

apter Or Tragedy?

Government, caused reverses in the
field to the Tamil militants and

brought down the reputation of
Indian foreign policy. To make mat-
ters worse, at the latter part .of
last year the Indian authorities not
only humiliated the leaders of the

militant groups in Madras by arr-

esting them but also confiscated th-
eir arms. It is yet not quite cleal
whether it was the states Govern-

ment or the central Government that

ordered this stupid move. This action
was something like that of the man

who spat while looking upwards. The

spit only fell on himself. But, un-
doubtedly, the action seems to have
been undertaken to placate the Sri-
Lankan Goyernment,

What can the Indian Government
do to pressurise the Sri Lankan Go-
vernment? We are not among those
who advocate a military intervention
by India. it will create more proble-
ms than it solves. But, short of mi-
litary intervention, a big power like
India has access to several other steps
by which it can demonstrate its dis-
pleasure of Sri Lanka. But it would
\appear “thai Rajiv Gandhi does not
.have the heart for amy such step.

On the other hand, the

Tamil

: e e = militant groups now operating in the
was against linguistic states forgett- " group P g

North and East of Sri Lanka must
seriously reconsider their strategy
and tactics. Not withstanding the
truth or otherwise of the Government
claims of their victories, there is ao
doubt that the militants have suffered
reverses in recent months. A part of
the reason for this can be traced to
the disunity in their ranks. There

are thousands of trained Tamil youths
in the North and the East. But it
is only ome group that is fighting
the army.

For its part, the Sri Lankan Go-
vernment must decide om what it
wants to do. If it is genuine n
desiring a settlement, there is no need
to go on bended knees to India.
It can find a solution within the
context of a united Sri Lanka (This
is not the same thing as a unitary
state) by declaring its ‘acceptance of
full regional autonomy (which should
mean a regional parliament with full
powers over everything except such
central subjects as defence, foreign-
affairs, finance, communication etc,.,)
for a Tamil homeland comprising the
Nothern and the Eastern provinees,
It should stop its military offensives.
withdraw the Army from the North
and east withdraw the state of Em-
ergency and the Prevention of Terr-
orism Act, release all the political
prisoners (Sinhala and Tamil) and
start a completely new chapter in
Sri Lankan -history!

The alternative is tragedy!
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The pace of events is such that
it is hard to keep in touch. By
the time this appears in print many
more tragedies, public and private,
a relikely to have taken place. Hard-
.1y a day passes without the deafen-
ing roar of shells fired from land
and air. Anxious mothers and scream-
ing children rush for cover — to
that side of the house away from
the shelling, under a concrete roof
or a water tank. Shivering dogs
cower beside their mistresses or who-
ever at home appears steady and pro-
tective. What follows gives some glim-
pse of the anxieties with which ordin-
ary people live and sometimes die—
often with courage and dignity.

No one trusts the repeated as-
surances of the National Security
Minister that the war is against
terrorists and not against Tamils.
When questioned by Juliet Ricks
(BBC, 24 hours. 20th March 1987)
the Minister admitted that there aie
bound to have been civilian casual-
ties when the army opened fire
with cannon from Jaffna Fort earlier
this month. He went on to say that
it was because of concern for civi-

lians that he' had told them ‘please
go’. Juliet Ricks pointed out that
people cannot simply pack up and
leave a city that is so central
to civilian life. The Minister’s assu-
rance is in effect, ‘I am shooting
at you, please keep away from the
bullet ?
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Cement
On Friday, 27th March, around
9.45 A.M. the sound of exploding
jandmines ripped through the KKS
Cement Works of the Cement Cor-
poration and Lanka Cement Limited
(LCL). Word came through that an
army patrol had been attacked near-
by. The Harbourview army camp
and the Magazine camp near the
quarry are almost part of the Cem-
ent works. A telephone call came
from the army at the magazine camp
asking factory personnel to take
shelter in a safe place, Soldiers were
observed assembling near the western
boundary of the factory premises.

A crane driver attached to the
corporation and a heavy vechicle
driver attached to LCL werein the
quarry at that time: They wished
to drive the crane to safety and did
so with the approval of the army
at Magazine camp. On reaching the
entrance of the vehicle maintenance
section they were unexpectedly and
inexplicably fired upon. The heavy
vehicle driver sustained a leg injury
and the injured crane driver was taken
to Tellippalai hospital.

Factory Evacuated

The hollowness of such assurances
was demonstrated on the morning
of 23rd March in the wake of the
LTTE’s attack on the Police quart-
ers adjoining the Fort Camp. Jaffna
was subject to a barrage of mis-
siles fired in anger, fulfilling the
civilians’ worst expectations.

HOSPITAL HIT AGAIN

The hospital was shelled for the
second time in the month. Shortly
after 1-30 A.M. a shell descended
through the ceiling of Ward 19 in-
to the nurses’duty room. The nurse
had left the room a few minutes
back. Dr. Nageshwaran showed me
the 2} ft. long shell. “Miraculously

The People And The

the road. We have lost all our re-
cords.”” Suddenly, Dr. Nageswaran’s
voice took on a note of alarm, “I
say, these shells sometimes have tim-
ing devices that make them explode
much later. This technician fellow
is a bit of a thick skinned rascal”.
He urgently phoned for the technician.
The young techmician arrived with
a grin and assured us that ‘the ex-
ploding device had been removed.

A young lady, Dr.Rubini Philipupi-
llai, was amongst those in the hospital
when the shelling started. She said that
they went to the tea room after seeing
to the safety of the patients.

The front wall of the hospital
had a gaping hole. Hospital road,
like First Cross St. was a mess of
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this monster did not explode™, he
explained, ‘had it exploded, I hate
to think what would have happened
to my patients and those in the
children’s ward below. I say, the
staff on duty behaved superbly. Not
one person deserted his post. They
brought all the patients to the re-
lative safety of the lobby. Those
unable to walk were carried on
stretchers. Ward 1 was kept ready
for emergency cases. It was then
that the nurses and attendants thought
about their own safety. One shell
fell in the drain outside Ward 10,
splashing mud into the ward. Another
demolished ihe SHS’s office across
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By 11.00 A.M. the commotion ha-
ving been joined in by a naval vessel
and helicopters, the management de-
cided to evacuate the factory. It
was also decided to evacuate the
families living in executive quarters
close to the Harbourview camp. The
wife of an executive was taken away
on the bar of a bicycle for the first
time in her life. Factory workers later
went to look for the husband who
had gone to fetch his children from
Nadeswara College and reunited

them with the anxious wife.

Some maintenance and operational
personnel remained behind to effect a
smooth shutdown of plant. This was
done, as rapid cooling can result in
damage to machinery that function at
high temperatures. When these per-
sonnel were leaving the premises
a shell fired from the naval vessel
fell just a few yards behind them.
But no one was injured.

Factory sources expect normalcy
to return within a few days.

broken telephone and electric wires
as if a tornado had hit the area.
Several houses were damaged in
First and Second Cross Streets —
Dr. Sabaratnam’s Vembadi Clinic,
Rev. & Mrs. Solomon’s outhouse was
blown off, six shells fell inside Vem-
badi Girls School causing damage
to the Mabel Thambiah bleck and
to the Lower School. Mrs. Sivapakiam
Nadarajah, Mors. Sivarajah and Dr.
(Miss) Ananthi were living in a house
in a lane in front of the hospital.
Splinters from a shell which fell in-
side Vembadi Girls’ School smashed
the glass pane in the room in which

they were taking cover. Nicholas
Saverimuttu and his sisters family
of 2nd Cross St. took cover in the
street drain, until a neighbour with a
flat roof invited them in.

One shell hit the water tank of
Bishop’s house, 20ft. away from Bis-
shop Deogupillai. Prof. Tharma-
ratnam who was at Oddumadam
junction at 6-30 A.M. saw a bomber
dropping bombs into the Muslim
quarter of Navanthurai. Crowds
dispersed when a helicopter came
firing. Enough has been said to
show that the firing was pretty in-
discriminate and mistakenly vindic-
tive. Surely, the authorisation for
such a use of airpower must have
come from fairly high up:
A young Engineer observed, ‘it is
by the grace of God that all that
destructive power unleashed resulted
in only two deaths. We must not try
his patience through our misdoings”.
PRESERVING UNITY

It is alleged that the government
is doing all this to preserve the na-
tion’s unity and integrity. To many
Tamils this is not an important is-
sue. They would accept that one
way or the other we have to live
with the Sinhalese, unless the Go-
vernment continues to be suicidally
bent. “I am mainly interested in
democracy so that I can continue to
serve my community in my own qu-
iet way’’, says IDr. Mohanadas who
lectures in Chemistry at the Univer-

ar

sity of Jaffna. Dr. Mohanadas lives
in Ariyalai where shells fired from
the Navatkuli camp have fallen close
to his house. An ‘ardent conserva-
tionist and promoter of palmyrah
trees, he says, “thanks to the pal-
myrah trees of Ariyalai. But fer
them the damage from shelling wo-
uld have been severe’,

Whilst the realism of the old can
weather a severe beating the imp-
ressionable young learn some inde-
lible lessons. My brother and 1
were talking to a 14 year old sch-
ool boy near Kandasamy Kovil in
the evening after the aerial shelling
of 7th March. His sister was tho-
roughly shaken and kept very close
to the mother. The apparent target
had been missed. A school master
living a few doors away had na-
rrowly escaped with his family by
going to the house across the road
a little while before a mijssile hit
his house. The boy showed us pie-
ces from a shell which he said fell
into . their house after exploding
overhead. From the marking FTA
on the remnant he had concluded
that it was of American manufac-
ture. He was convinced that they
had been saved by ground fire from
the LTTE. After the first few bom-
bing runs, the bombers had to break
off in mid air ‘and give up further
attempts when the ground fire got
organised. This the process by which
the young learn who are their fri-
ends and who their enemies.

As Prof: Tharmaratnam says, “the
Tamils have to live somewhere. And
if they are to live with the Sinha-
lese mutual trust must be establi-
shed. Few Sinhalese recognise that
this mutual trust is far more im-
portant than concessions and the
nitty —gritty of peace proposals’.

This requires from the Sinhalese
some courage and an approach
radically different from the present
one. For a start it must be recog-
nised that the present war is not
about the unity of the country nor
is it for the honour of the Sinha-
lese. But it is about the egos of
a morally debased ruling class. The
social origins of the Sinhalese prie.
soners of war in Jaffna should give
some hint of this. One lad is an
orphan from Matara seeking means
to look after his three sisters. The
war is not fought by Richard the
Lion hearts going on crusades. But
it is rooted jn social injustice and
uses far more tragic and material.

What happens in Jaffna is bad
enough. But it must be said that
worse things happen elswhere in the
peninsula especially around Palaly
and far worse things happen out-
side. What has been written points
to a far bigger problem and signi-
fies the writer’s geographical limi -
tations. :
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A QUESTION OF PROFESSIONAL ETHICS

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

Apropos the letter of Mr. R. N. J.
Jordan of Etul Koftte appearing in
the Daily News of 20th February
under the heading ‘Controversial ’
regarding “an act of this illustrious
gentleman (the late Mr. S. Nadesan
Q. C.) which raised some controver-
sy of ETHICS in a criminal case
jn 19617, it appears to me that si-
nce a quarter of a century has el-
apsed since the alleged interview took
place, memory must have played
false by Mr. Jordan, as would ap-
pear from the following passages
quoted from page 472 of the New
Law Reports volume 63:- 27157

Q — Your Counsel (referring to
Mr. N. Satyendra) visited
you during this week end?

A — Yes

27158 Q- How many such hours did
you spend ever this week end?

A — 1 think about four or fi.ve
hours

27159 Q- How many hours did you
spend with him on Satur-
day last?

A — About two hours

27162 Q- Yesterday, Sunday, was he
there with you, both in the
morning and in the evening?

A — Yes

27165 Q- This is in the middle of
your being cross examined
by me?

A — Yes :

27166 Q- Discussing with him, were
‘you mot, the evidence you
were giving?

A — Yes, I discussed the evide-
nce with him”

The above facts were elicited from
Mr. Newton Perera (the 5th accus-
ed in the Bandaranaike Assassina-
jon case) whilst being cross-exami-
ned by Mr. Phoenas Quass, Q.C.

Pray, Mr. Jordan, why did you
not raise the question of ETHICS
of the profession when Mr. Nade-
san was alive, with the Bar Coun-
cil?

A. Sanmuganathan

Jaffna Attorney - at - law

(This is the letter Mr. Jordan wrote
to the Daily News)

CONTROVERSIAL ?

Many are the encomiums showered
on and tributes paid to the late
eminent lawyer Mr. S. Nadesan, Q.C,

An act of this illustrious gentle-
man which raised some controversy
of ethics in a criminal case in 1961
comes to mind.

The Supreme Court trial in that
eyerf o the accused in the Banda-

- Jayewardene,

ranaike Assassination case had pro-
gressed considerably when the late
Q.C. whilst not appearing as defe-
nce counsel in the case, had a long
interview lasting several hours with
the fifth accused Inspector Newton
Perera in the New Magazine Prison.

As a Senator at the time he was
legally empowered to enter any pri-
son at any time under prison regu-
lations.

He signed the lawyers’ register in
the prison desiring the interview
with Newton Perera and as permi-
tted by the relevant rules, the visit
was allowed out of hearing but wi-
thin sight of the supervising Jailer.

Newton Perera was later acquitted

after he himselt had entered the
witness box.
W

EXPLAIN YOUR BAN, IGP

Dear Sir.

We refer to your lzttler of 2nd
March 1987, refusing permission
for us to conduct a rocession of our
Union on 5th March 1987, your
letter of 19th February 1987, refusing
permission for the pasting of posters
{in public) or distributing a “hand
bill (among the public), copies of
which we attached to our letter of
14th February 1987.

In terms of a decision of our
General Council, that met last after-
noon, we have to place on record
our strong protest against your
prohibitions on the exercise of our
democratic rights of publication and
Eitt e e L e i ]

The General Secretary of the Ceylon
Mercantile Union (CMU) sent the
following letter on 3rd March to the
Inspector-General of Police, asking
him for the reasons for ‘your prohi-
bition of the exercise of our demo-
cratic rights of publication’.

The €MU has yet to receive a re-
ply.

procession in connection with onr pro-
posed action on 5th March 1987,
without any explanation.

Shortly, before we received your
letter yesterday, we received a letter
from the Secretary to President J.R.
stating as follows:
“Regarding the public procession
and the public meeting which your
Union has decided to organise you
may address the Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence and the Ins-
pector — General of Police as these
subjects fall within their purview’’.

As the undersigned informed you
over the telephone last afternoon,
after we had received your letter
prohibiting the procession, there is
no Emergency Regulation that directly
empowers either the Secretary to the

Mr. Satyendra, the late Q.C.°’s
son, defended Inspector Newton Pe-
rera. ;

Mr. Phoenas Quass, Q.C., Senior
Defence Counsel of the other accu-

sed protested to court and, on gro-
unds of ill health, left for the Uni-

LETTERS

ted Kingdom before the ftrial was
concluded.

Mr. Justice T.S. Fernando was
the trial judge and 1 happened to
be the Prison Superintendent.

R. N. J. Jordan
Etul Kotte

-—-CMU

Ministry of Defence and/or you to
prohibit the holding of a public pro-
cession or a public meeting.

We are aware that Emergency
Regulation. No. 12, now in force,
empowers the President, by order”
to prohibit the holding of public
procession or public meeting.”

Our General Council decided last
afternoon to request you to let us
know immediately, under what pro-
vision of law, refused to grant per-
mission to our Union to conduct a
public procession on 5th March.

We shall be glad if you will also
let us know your reasons for re-
fusing to grant us permission to dis-
trxibute  the. hand -bill

or display posters in connection with.

our proposed action on 5th March,
and your reasons for refusing to
grant permission for the holding of
a public procession of{jour Union on
that day, as notified to you in
our letter of 21st February 1987.

We enclose herewith for your in-
formation copies of messages we

have received from organisations
abroad in connection with our action

on 5th March 1987, which may serve
to show you why you should explain
the reasons for your - prohibitions
of the exercise of our democratic
rights of publication and procession,
as you have done.

Yours faithfully,

THE CEYLON MERCANTILE,
INDUSTIAL
AND GENERAL WORKERS’
UNION (CMU)

Bala Tampoe
General Secretary

Thank You!

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

1 am very glad to inform you
that I have successfully compleied
the Computer Programme (Basic)
Course followed at Data Centre,
Jaffna and obtained the Certificate.

This Scholorship Course offered
to me by your goodself is, in fact,
a great help to fulfil my desire.

I am, indeed. very much grateful
to you for having guided me through
your esteemed announcement to send
my application and offered this
Scholarship through the SATURDAY
REVIEW.

Thanking you.

Kondavil

Miss. P. A.A. Joseph

THIRD MONTH
REMEMBRANCE

OUR BELOVED SON & DARLING
BROTHER
TIMOTHY RAVINDRAN SIVAM

Born : 01-12-56 Demise : 04-01-87

Three months have passed away
Still you are deep alive in our hearts
No goodby, no farewell

A son so loving honest and true
A brother in whose love we grew
Gentle and noble were your deeds
Always caring for everyones needs
Incredible to think you are gone
Your place no one can fill.

That fateful day you were wrencheg
apar ¢

From those so dear to your heart

Your loss just cannot be borne

And grief too great to be told

It aches to think what have been denied.

Your life is a beautiful memory

Your absence a silent grief

Time cannot heal the heartache

For the son we loved so dear.

Almighty God, please give eternal rest

aud comfort him in the shadow of thy

wings .

Greatly missed and fondly
remembered by your loving
Daddy, Mummy, Sisters and Brother

In Law
36, THOMBAI STREET,
UDUVIL EAST,
CHUNNAKAM.
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Buddhist Monks, Christian clergy:
Intellectuals Trade Unionists and Activi®
s ts have issued this joint appeal to ‘the
People of Sri Lanka:
R A S T e IR

We have learned that approximate-
ly 80,000 acres of land in the Mona-
ragala District are to be brought
under sugar cane cultivation by three
joint companies in which the main
partners are to be foreign multi-

. nationals. .

The allocation of the land is as
follows:
The Jt. Co. and
the foreign

collaborator by For. Co.

1. * Monaragala Su-
gar Company:
major share-hol-
der- Mehta Inter-
national Co., and
Indian - African
joint venture

2. Pelwatta Su-

gar Company:
major share = hol-
der - Bookers In- °
ternational Agri-
cultural Co.-a
British Company

3. Nakkala Sugar
Company: major
share: - holder -
H.V.A.- a Dutch Co-
mpany

12,000

12,000

6,000

Accordingly, the farmers living on
the land which is to be cultivated
by the companies, their houses and
cultivations, will be removed, On the
rest of the earmarked land, the
farmers will be forced to cultivate
only sugar cane and nothing else.
The greatest asset and the only
wealth of the farmers
this country is their tradition-

al lands. Their very lives are depend-
ent on this land. Their traditions
and economy are intimately related
to this land. Hence theloss of land
wili lead to the destruction of the

Acreage to be acquired for
sugar came cultivation

Back Monara;

Peasants’

Acreage of farmers’
land on which sugar
cane has to_be culti-

vated

42,000

12,000

very fabric of their lives. A few may
be able to survive as wage slaves
of these plantations. But the future
of these people and their descendants
will undoubtedly be tragic.

On the 54,000 acres which are
not directly acquired by companies,
but on which they can compel the
farmers to grow only sugar cane,
the variety of crops now existent will
be no more. Hence the only income
for the residents of this area will
be that obtained by the sale of
sugar cane io the companies. Since

Monaragala....

(Continued from page 4)
rejecting the locally produced mills
is visible. Consequences of such ha-
ppenings in other Third World cou-

ntries are well known.
The Agribusiness MNCs almost

totally control the paddy sector,
through the Green Revolution st-
rategics started in Sri Lanka since
1960s. Paddy production has become
almost impossible for poorer small
farmers who form a majority of
paddy farmers in the country. Large
profits flow out to these MNCs,
while small farmers are compelled
to mortgage, lease out or sell their |
plots, caused by very high cost of
agricultural inputs and simultanious
high cost living. Rapid worsening of
prqverty among the rural population
Has led to over 42/ of children
and a large number of mothers be-

ing seriously malnourished (officially
admitted figures).

Over the last 10 years huge for-
eign Joans obtained and spent for
massive infra-structure development
projects and for liberalized imports
etc. Have cast tremendous burdens
on the poor, and led to high cost
of living low social welfare and su-
bsidies to the poer etc.

Suppression of Trade Union and
democratic rights to extract these
from the people, by keeping wages
low, and silencing protests and po-
litical activity in general is an inten-
sifying tendency.

Thus the peasant struggle is Mo-
naragala is of national significance
as part of the over-all resistance
to the economic strategy imposed
by international capital and their
local collaborators.

there is no possibility of finding al-
ternate outlets for the sale of their
crop of sugarcane, the prices of su-
garcane would be controlled by the
sugar companies. The companies.
naturally aim at the greatest profit.
Hence the promise, a higher price
for sugar, given by both the com-
panies and the government officials
will be a myth. The state says that
lands are given to these companies
to enable Sri Lanka to become self-
sufficient in Sugar. We too, are not
opposed to making Sri Lanka self-

sufficient in sugar. We, too,
are not opposed to making Sri

Lanka self sufficient in sugar. But
to assign this task to foreigncom-
panies, whose sole aim is maximum
profit, or in other words exploit-
ation of capital, while the sugar
factories at Kantalai and Hingurana,
started by the government, are det-
riorating day by day thereby to bring
the lives of the peasants of this
country to the brink of destruction.
this we strongly oppse. .

There are scveral temples in the
tand to be acquired by the compa-
nies. Cana temple be maintained,

T

wo

Mr. and Mrs. F.B. Francis of Kili-
nochchi have appealed to the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW to find their son who
had been arrested by the Security
Forces and disappeared since then.

It is nearly one year since my
son Basil Ravindran Francis was
arrested by the Security Forces at
Kilinochchi Town when he was on
his way to buy an exercise book
on 30th March 1986. At the time
of his arvest, he was studying at
Kilinochchi Maha Vidhyalayam in
the Advance Level (Maths) Class,
and he was due to sit tor the Exa-
mination in July - Aug. 1987.

No sooner he was arrested I con—
tacted the Co-ordinating _Officer
Brigadier Denzil Kobbekaduwa. He
made me understand that my son
had given valuable information and
that he had beem sent on special
mission, with & man named Simon.
I had been visiting the Kilinochchi
Army Camp several times to in-
quire about the whereabouts of my
son But at every visit 1 was told
that my son and Simon had not
returned and that both are missing.

RIED PARENTS

, .

isolated amidst grigantic sugar cane
cultivations ?

By arranging for. the destruction -

of both the village and the temple,
the damage caused to the corner-
stopes of the traditional religious
way of life of the peasantry is
immense. Not only that Hotels and
holiday resorts for the rest and rec-
reation of the foreigners will make
their entrance. The havoc caused
by the destruction of culture already
evident in areas dominated by for-
eign companies and around the tou-
rist hotels, will visit this area too.

‘Haddawa’ is a shrub jungle in the
midst of the land to be cleared for
sugar cane cultivation. This ancient
forest too would be cut down with
disastrous results from the consequent
drying up of water resources. He-
nce we appeal to the government
to stop allocating land in the Mo-
naragala District, or in Mannar and
Vavuniya Districts, which have been
named as ‘open’ to foreign invest—
ment, or any other area of the
country, and to safeguard the tra-
ditional lands of the ' peasantry of
this country.

We also appeal to the people of
this country to extend their fullest
cooperation and support to the far-
mers of Monaragala who are fight
ing to safeguard their land.

I appealed to Regional [Directo-
of Education for Kilinochchi and
Mullaitivu, Mr. Mansoor, through
the principal of the school. He too
was given the reply by the Army
Authorities. I then appealed to the

Secretary to the Minister of Nation-
al Security. But I did not geteven
a reply.

Finally 1 made a written appeal
to the Movement for Inter -Racial
Justice and Equality (MIRJE). They
have filed a Habeas Corpus Appli-
cation on my behalf. The case was
taken up on 15th January 1987 and
the Govt. has been given four weeks
time to file answer.

e
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Text of a [statement issued by
the Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF).

Lanka

people in Sri
presently face the most critical period
in their long history. The only silver
lining in this catastrophic situation,

The Tamil

is the hope that they may yet be
redeemcd from the brutal repression
they face through the just efforts of
India. It is in this hope that we
write to you.

India first expressed concern for
the oppressed Tamil people, when
Shri P:V. Narasimha Rao, the then
Minister for External Affairs was
sent to Colombo by the late Prime
Minister Shrimathi Indra Gandhi on
the 29th July 1983, at the height of
the anti-Tamil racial pogrom of
June - July 1983.

August 1983 witnessed the offer
and acceptance of India’s. good of-
fices, and the commencement of the
negotiatory process, to find a final
solution to the Tamil ethnic problem
with India’s good offices.

. The period between August and
December 1983 witnessed the evo-
lution after concerted efforts of cer-

tain writien proposals later entitled
Annexure ‘C’, as a basis for the
commencement of negotiations, at the
‘All Parties Conference convened by
the Sri Lankan Government for 10th
January 1984.

Jaffna Hospital....

(Continued from page 3)

On a refleetive note Dr. Nage-
shwaran said, ‘I am very sad for
the state of this country. Com-
munal hatred has been allowed to
reach such levels that this coun-
try is drifting out of control. The
violence has now an impersonal ch-
aracter. The army just fires shells
and doesn’t care who dies. We our-
selves are guilty in many ways. When
Sinhalese soldiers or civilians are
killed, our first impulsive reaction
is that some justice had been done.
Of course we then check ourselves
and are ashamed. Butwe have all
become party to this immoral drift
in this country. We werb not given
to such feelings in the old days,
If ‘there were earth-slips or flood
disasters in the South, we felt genu-
inely ooncerned. Our leaders should
never have allowed this to happen.
They had the best of education
and the wisdom of the world be-
- fore them. They should have known
better ways to tackle problems,”

The T. U. L: F., representing the
Tamils, attended the All Parties Con-
ference, on the basis of the solemn
assurance given by President Jaye-
wardene to Shrimathi Indra Gandhi
at New Delhi in November 1983,
that he would, at the All Parties
Conference, extend his fullest support
to the said proposals, and also not
obstruct any suggestions made by
the T. U. L. F. at the conference, - for
the creation of a single Tamil Lin-
gustic Unit.

1984 witnessed the prolonging of
the conference throughout the whole
year, the total retraction by the Sri
Lankan Government from even the
most basic elements in the said pro-
posals, and ultimately its total ab-
andonment.

1985 witnessed the Tamils being of-
fered nothing more in substance,
than what was offered in 1914, which
the T.U.L.F. had already declared to
‘be totally inadequate. Though in
1985, through the intense efforts of
the Indian Government, the Tamil
militant organisations, albeit with
genuine misgivings, participated in the
negotiatory process at Thimpu, so as
to ensure the durability of any peace
package, the Sri Lankan Government
continued to be intransigent, demons-

trating its total lack of sincerity in
the evolution of a just and peace-

ful political solution.

The grateful flock of the Jaffna
diocese is contributing tribute to their
beloved Pastor Rt.Rev.Dr.B.Deogu-
pillai on his 70th birthday on 9th
April.

A man of indomitable character,
steadfast in his conviction, firm in
his actions, always ready to raise
his voice against injustice, social and
spiritual «vils, pleading the cause of
the poor and ‘downtrodden and ever

ready to breathein the gentle breeze.

of loving kindness into the souls of
those who seek his presence he hzd
successfully tended the flock for the
last 20 years. His quality of pene-
trating into the deep recesses of hu-
man problem has resulted in bring-
ing solace, hope and relief to the
otherwise despondent citizens of Jaffna.
His forthright utterances, bold ex~
position: of the atrocities pepetrated
on the helpless Tamil people has
brought him the sense of his broths
er Eccleciastics. Yet he sails on un—-
daunted calling a spade irrespective
of consequences.

As a priest he had ably charter-
ed the ship of education and fash-

BISHOP IS 70

In a situation of impasse, the
T.U.L.F. submitted to the Indian
Government in [December 1985,
a detailed set of proposals subst-
antially on the pattern of a state in
India. The Sri Lankan Government’s
response in Janvary 1986, was a
rude rejection of the said proposals,

Consequent to further Indian me-
diatory efforts with ministerial parti-
cipation, in April May 1986, and
based on certain proposals that em-
anted the T.U.L.F. again held detail-
ed negotiations with President Jaye-
wardene and his Ministers in July
and August 1986. Despite a measure

of progress, the negotiations remained
inconclusive 'm vital areas.

In September - October 1986, the
T.U.L.F. delivered to the Indian
Government its full response, based
on the negotiations held in Colombo
in July and August, to certain draft
formulations, received from the Sri
Lankan Government.The draft formu-
lations. received from the  Sri
Lankan Government revealed retract-

ions even from positions accepted in-

Colombo, and discrepancies between
accepted positions and new formu-
lations. The response of the T.U.L.F.
outlined the minimum Tamil position.

In pursuance of India’s ‘effort‘s,

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi held
several rounds of discussions with

ioned the character, discipline and
career of many a youth who ador.
ns a professions as well as as other
careers. He was Rector of St.Joseph’s
College, A’Pura, Sacerd Heart College
Karaveddi, St.Hentry’s College, Ila.
valai and had guided the destinies
of the members of that nobles pr-
ofession as the Rector of the Teach-
ers Training College, Colombuthurai,

Providence had destined Bishop
Deogu to mount the higher rungs
in the Ecclesiastical stairways. This
resulted in his being elevated to the
pedestal of auxiliary  bishop
of Trinco--Batti on 9th Feb 1967 and
subsequently he becam bishop there
11th May 1967. When the Episcopal
Chair in Jaffna fell vacant after the
demise of the Emminent and ever
loving Pa;tor Rt:Rev. Dr.J.Emilian-
uspillai no worthy successor could
be found other than Bishop Deogu.

The grateful, faithful and the pu-
blic of Jaffna implore all heavenly
blessings on him on his 70th birthday
in order that he may give of hig
services for many more years to come

AD MOTUS ANNOS
~—MV.B.Gnanaratnam

ILS PACE MOST CRITICAL PERIO

President Jayewardene at Bangalore
in November 1986. Both prior to,
and after the meeting between Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhiand President
Jayewardene: an Indian Ministerial
team visited Colombo and held dis-
cussions with President Jayewardene
and his Ministers. At the final dio-
cussions held with President Jaye-
wardene on 19th December, certain
proposals emerged.

Almost immediately after the re-
turn of the Mintsterial del2gation
to New Delhi, President Jayewardene
resiled from the said proposals.
India has since sought an unequi-
vocal commitment from the Sri Lank-
an Government to the said propos-
als, as a basis and starting point”
for further negotiations.

Despite the most strenuous efforts
of the Indian Government, with which
efforts, the T. U. L. F. has always
actively co-operated, the Sri Lankan
Government, while maintaining a pre-
tence of negotiating, has procrastin-
ated, evaded and repeatedly reneged
on accepred positions. so as to gain
time, and utilise the time so gained
to prepare itself to deal with the
Tamils militarily.

While the tortuous process of nego-
tiations have continued -during the
past three and a half years, the Sri
Lankan Government has since the
formation of the Ministry of National
Security under Minister Lalith At.
hulathmudali in March 1984, un.
leashed unbridled state terror and
violence against the Tamil 'pcople in

‘both the Northern and Eastern Pro-

vinces. In support of its policies of
State repression of the Tamil people
the Sri Lankan Government has in-
ducted Israeli and Pakistani Military
personnel, and mercenaries from the
United Kingdom and the
United States in addition to the
purchase of an assortment of sop-
histicated military hardware, inclu-
ding Helicopter Gun-ships, Bomber
Planes, and Naval Gun Boats, from
various sources mainly South Africa.

In brief, the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment is waging a war against the
Tamil people of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces. The victims of
this aggression have mainly been the
non-combatant Tamil civilian popu-
lation,

(To be continued)
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A mini camp at Mailiyathanai in
Valvettiturai was over run by the
Tiger militants on 2nd April. The Go-
vernment said two soldiers were kill-
ed. According to the LTTE, ten so-
Idiers were killed. The LTTE also
Jost six of its cadres. Inthe mea-

ntime Naval Gun Boats stationed
off Valvettiturai and Point Pedro
started shelling. Helicopter gunships
also strafed the entire Valvettiturai

area while shells from all the camps

 GORY WEEKEND

Saturday, 28th March—shelling fr-
om Jaftna Fort.

Dead: 1. Rasathurai Solomon (27),
(2) Francis Periyathamby (19), (3)
N. Yogam (28)

Sunday, 29th March: Bombing at
Nallur and Neervely.

Injured at Nallar:- (1) K. Saratha
(13), (2) Sivagnanasundaram Uma-
priva (2), (3) Markandu Ruparasa
{28).

Neervely Injured:- Subramaniam Si-
vakanthan (29), (2) Ponniah Pooranam

Sunday 29th March (evening)-shell-
ing from Jaffna Fort:- Family of 3
injured—Francis Jebanesan (47), Sa-
thiamalar (38) and Danian Jebane—
san (5).

e e

fell indiscriminately on civihantar=

gets.

HEL!I BOMBS AMBULANCE

A helicopter dropped an incendi
ary bomb on an ambulance trapsport.
ing patients from the Manthikai Hos
pital (Pt. Pedro) to Jaffna onThurs-
day (2nd April). -

The ambulance and a patient were
charred.

Two patients and an attendant who
escaped from the burning ambula-
nce are now warded in the Jaffna

- Hospital.
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VICTIM

Monday, 30th March:- Shelling of
Jaffoa Generay Hospital from Jaffoa,
Fort Army Camp:- Dead- (1) N. Na-
varatnam (37), (2) Jesuthasan (37),
(3) Mohanakumar (22), (4) N. Visva-
lingam (47), (5) Ponnampalam (64),
(6) Rasanayagam (18), (7) Balasun-
daram (33, (8) Senthivel, (9) Dhar-
mapalan.

Seriously Injured:- (1) Mrs. S. Pa_
ramsothy, nurse (2) Anpu (24), (3)
J. Sylvester (22), (4) N. Ganesan (50)
(5) P. Krishnasamy (58), (6) Velu (38),
(7) Thambirasa (51), (8( N. Subra-
maniam . (52), (9) Markandu (20)
(10) M. Veerakathy (46), (11) S. Si-
nnady (45), (12) R. Sinharajah (32),
(13) P. Suppiah (64).

“THE HORSES....

(Continued from page 1)

the economic blockade and reduce
military actions against the Tamils.
Indications had also been given that
Colombo now wanted to adhere to
the 19th December proposals. We
will see how things are shaping.
Since Sri Lankan Government has
gone back earlier on what it intially
said ‘about the proposais, wec have
{0 treat very carefully.”

The Minister said <“India could not
be inditferent to what was happen-
ing in Sri Lanka. If the blockade
continued and people were killed it
was bound to have its repercussions,
Something might happen to Sri
Lanka that will also.affect our count-
Ty.

. “One obvious effect was that se-
veral hostile countries were gelting
involved in the SriLankan situation.
This may affect the security environ-
ment of India.

The Prime Minister’s special emi-
ssary had conveyed to the Sri Lan-
kan Government India’s concerns,
especially in view of the deterio-

Prayer Week Ends

The Prayer Week which was organi-
sed under the auspices of the
Mass Movement for Human Rights
whose President is Mr.Seevaratnam,
Attorney-at-law ended at the Kach-
theri on 3rd. March. Ther¢ was a
large gathering of peoples of all de-

' nominations and an ecumenical ser-

rice was held to invoke blessings on
he people especially those in the No-

Here lies the body of Kandiah Balasundaram (52) who was killed at- (h and East.
Ward 19 of the Jaffna General Heospital on 30th March.

rating security environment in (he

region.

“We cannot agree to an Eelam,
A solution will have to be found
within the constitujonal framework
of Sri Lanka.

“It would be inappropriate to in-
ternationalise the problem since the
foreign agencies were often known
for introducing exfraneous issues in
such situations. -

“Jdeas are translated into force
through words. However, if certain
things happen, then this country and
this Government cannot be indiffe~
rent.”

There you are, from the horse’s
mouth.

‘SUBTERFUGEFE’

Dr. Antion Balasingham, spoke-
man for the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), in a statement
to the “Front Line’’ on 24th, March
has declared that 19,000 of SriLa-
nkan’s armed forces are concentrated
in the North for a major attack on
the Tamil People. He said that the
Indian Government was fully aware
of the machinations of the Sri Lans
kan Government but he enlisted the
support of India to compel the Go-
vernment of Sri Lanka to eater into
a dialogue with the Tamils. He ad
ded that even arrangements purpor--
tedly to lift the embargo on fuel was
a ‘subterfuge’ to lull the Indian
Government into a false sense of
complacency.
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