Registered as a Newspaper

An insensitive £ Government sits in
Colombo, insensitive to the sufferings
of vast sections of the people both
in the South and the North.

Symbolic of this insensitiveness is
_the failuré to respond to the request
of the Liberarion Tigers of Tamil
"Eelam (LTTE) to exchange two
soldiers captured by them for two
Tamil militants held in captivity in
Colombo.

The two soldiers — Second Lieute—
pant Ajit Chandrasiri of Moratuwa
and Private M. H. Bandara of Yati-
yantota— were captured when the army
attacked a LTTE camp at Adampan
in Mamnar district on 12th October.

Since then, the two soldiers have
been languishing not in a prison,
where they deserve to be, but in a
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50 - CENT
FUND

Last week, we sent a another
cheque for Rs. 100/- to the Minister
of National Security, Mr. Lalith
Athulathmudali as further part pay-
ment of the legal costs awarded to
him by the Press Council on a com-
plaint made against the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW.”

With it, the amount paid so far
comes to Rs.285/- as against the
Rs. 1,575/- award.

As ours is a non-profit making
institution, we appeal to Readers
to send more 50-cent contributions
so that we could pay of the total
amount as early possible.
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posh house in Jaffua with all the
amenities provided.

They cannot be held captive for
ever. They should be shot — or rele-
ased.

The LTTE is willing to release them
immediately if the Government res-
ponds to its reguest.

Why is the Government taking such
a long time to make up ifs mind?

Is it because it has no mind of
its own?

The Security Forces suffered a severe
reverse at Adampan, contrary to the

claims made by the Government Me-
dia Centre in Colombo.

O

i oldies

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE)in  a moving appeal
to the members of the Security
Forces in the North written in per—
fect Sinhala, has virtually asked
them whether they know where they
are coming or going or what they
are doing. '

The gist of the four-page letter is
thus:

You are being used as cannon fo-
dder by an insensitive Government
backed by imperialism. :

We have no fight with the Sinha-
lese people as such but we want our
rights —to live as equals in our land
of birth.

For this—the national liberation
of the Tamil people—we will fight.

We are not “terrorists”,: as pro-
claimed by the Government and its
media in Colombo; We are free-
dom fighters.

November
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THE MISSING 15

The fate of 15 people who left Gurunagar for
Delft on the 15th of this
chanised boat is still unknown,

The names of those who were in the boat be-
Retnam of Delft,
but according to information available, the foll-
owing are reported to have been identified by
their families:~ ;

Ambalavanar Vanniasingam (27) of Manipay.
Kandiah Yogathas, of Delft, Velupillai Rasaretn-
am of Irupalai, Udayakumar of Delft.

The ill - fated boat was said to be carrying

dhal and arrack to Delft. :

Later, according to
ed boat was found near the naval base at Ka-
rainagar. The naval personnel were reported to
be in possession of the boat.

month on a me-

are not known

reports the blood-stain-

One of the few direct confrontations
between ihe Security Forces and the
militants, something so desired by at
least -one Minister (seated comfortably

in Colombo).

Is the Government planning an Israel-
style rescue to get the two soldiers
out ? ; : :

We hope not, for the consequences
could be disastrous for the Govern-
nient. :

Far better for the Government to
release two militants (to be named
by the LTTE) in exchange for the
two seldiers.

There will be no loss of face on
the Government side, for it has al-
ready lost its face.

e r e O o F e,

Please Go Home

We understand your situation. For
a job you have come (0 North
and are killing our people. You
must understand our situation also.

We cannot keep quiet.
Let’s have a fight. We are always

ready for it.
What do you want? War or Peace?

On Thursday, the Editor of the
SATURDAY  REVIEW visited the
LTTE camp in Jaffna in which two
members of the Security Forces are
being held captive.

He spoke to the two soldiers who
said they were being well looked
after, not hanging upside down as
has been the experience of some of
the ‘’suspected Tamil terrorists” taken
imto custody by the Security Forces.

The Editor took some — mixed
fried rice and chicken curry — for the
two boys for whom the Government
does not seem fo care a damn.

Oh Lalith, where are you ?

APPEAL TO GOVT.

The brother of 2nd lieutenant
Chandrasiri, held captive by the LTTE
along with a colleague, in appeal
through the media in Colombo has
asked Government to endeavour to
obtain their  release  through a
humanitarian approach to the problem.

It is learnt that ever 50,000 people
in the South have signed an appeal
requesting the Government to intervene
and obtain the release of the two
soldiers. It is also learat that Mr-
Vijaya Kumaranathunge, the Secretary-
General of the Sri Lanka Mahajana
Party is plabning to bring the rela-
tives of the two soldiers to Jaffna
as part of his efforts to secure their
release.

PLOT THROWS IN TOWEL

The People’s Liberation Organisat-

ion of Tamil Eelam has decided to
suspend its activities in the North
temporarily.

A press release by its Working

Committee states that this decision
was taken having regard to the pre-
sent sitgation of the Tamil Liberat-

ion struggle, in consultation with
the LTTE, to avoid unnecessary
“bloodshed” among the militant
groups.

SCHOOL BOY KILLED

Another life has been in the pr-
me of youth.

A youth who had nothing to do
with any ‘terrorist’ group.

He heard three explosions out-
side his school (Central College, Jaff-
na) on Thursday morning.

A dutiful Prefect, he asked his
fellow students to lie down as he
went to the window of his classroom
in the upper floor of the College to
see what was happening.

What was happening was that the
People’s Liberation Organisation of

Tamil Eelam (PLOT)* was detonat-
ing some landmines it had placed on
the exit roads ' - from the Army
Camp in the Fort, in persuant of
its announced decision to move off
the stage for some time.

The soldiers in the Fort thought
they were under attack and opened
fire.

A bullet went through the ab-
domen of 17-year Ponnampalam
Vipulananthan injuring his liver as
well.

(Continued on page 12)
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SR Delayed

The SATURDAY REVIEW could
not be despatched intime last week
because of a walkout of the postal
employees.

All emplyoees of the Jaffna Central
Post Office staged a walkout last
Friday morning to register their
protest and express their solidarity
against the kidnapping of the Acting
Chief Post Master ‘Mr. Christy Sel-
varajah on Thursday afterneon by
some militants.

The main Post Office remained
closed to the Public on three con-
secutive days Friday, Saturday and
Sunday On the release of the Act-
ing Chief Post Master Mr. Christy
Selvarajah on Sunday night at 8. 00
p. m., the employees of the Jaffna
Central Post Office reported back
for work.

MEMORIAL MEETING

A meeting in memory of the late
Bishop - Lakshman Wickremasinghe
will be held on Ist November at
St. John’s College, Jaffna at 10 a.m.

Rev. Fr. Paul Casperz and Rev,
Yogan Devananda will be the guest
speakers.

Al SAYS:=

SRI LANKAN COURTS CAN'T GIVE EFFECTIVE RELIEK
T0 RELATIVES SEARCHING FOR DISAPPEARED

More than 30 Sii Lankans have
been reported ‘¢ missing’® since Am-
nesty International called on the Go-
vernment of Sri Lanka last month
to set up an inquiry into alleged
abductions by the country’s security
forees.

In a Jetter to Sri Lanka’s Minis-
ter of National Security, the human
rights organization said it was grave-
ly concerned that the Government
appeared to have taken no action to
clarify the fate of 272 cases
already submitted to it by Amnesty
International.

The six-page letter, sent to The
Hon. Lalith Athulathmudali on 14th
October 1986, said the Government
should now consider inviting the
United Nations Working Group on
“Disappearances’ to visit Sri Lanka
to examine such cases in the country.

Amnesty International said it was
reacting to an earlier public Govern-
ment invitation for it to file legal
action on such cases before the Sri
Lankan courts, so that witnesses to
the arrests of ‘“disappeared’® people
could be examined.

Although the Government, in a

statement issued by its Media Centre

on 29th September, had offered to
guarantee the safety of witnesses
filing petitions in the Sri Lankan
Courts, Amnesty International said
nearly all relatives or other witnesses
who had contacted it in such cases
had expressed fears of reprisals if
their identitics were disclosed.

In a report issued on 10th Septem-
her,
existing legal measures available in
the Sri Lankan courts could not
give “effective relief”” to relatives
searching for the ‘““disappeared.” It
said independent, impartial machinery
was needed to investigate the cases,
with powers to protect witness. Am-

nesty International said the Govern-

ment had an internationally reco-
gnised obligation to take effective
measures to clarify ‘“disappearances’’.

This month’s letter to the Minis-
ter of National Security said that
by inviting the United Nations
Working Group on Disappearances
to visit Sri Lanka, the Government
could “substantially alleviate the
sorrow and anguish of the families
who, till now, have searched in
vain for their relatives who have
‘disappeared’.”

SR REFUGEE FUND

Our request in the SR of Ilth
October that readers bear in mind
the need for an ambulance for
Jaffna be also. kept in mind when

making donations to the SR Editor’s

Refugee Relief Fund has made at
least one of them to respond
immediately.

We belicve many more would
also chip in with their contribut-
ions for what is an essential
need.

Editor ,
SATURDAY REVIEW

I enclose a cheque for Rs. 250
being my humble contribution towa-
rds your gift of an ambulance to
the people of Jaffna. T trust that the
public will contribute generously to-
wards the Fund and make it a re-
ality before the end of the year.
This is the least that we could do
in appreciation of the dedicated ser-
vice of the Doctors and the other staff
of the Jaffna General Hospital.
You ‘are not only thinking big but

asking big [congratulate you for
all that. .
A humble suggestion I wish

10 make is that the rickety old vehicle
gifted by this Government  profes-
sing Dharmistic -policies should be

exhibited to the public and the
money collected thereby could be
utilised to provide hospital Docto-
rs with an Auto-Rickshaw. In a

time of Emergency three of them
viz:(Doctor, Surgeon and Anaesthetist)
could be transported to and from
their home to the hospital. A vehicle
is also in my view a very urgent need
for the hospital.

I trust that the public will resp-

ond and give generously to fulfil
the aspirations of the S. R. Editor
and Staff,

T. Pibbydyrau
Jaffna

Note by Editor

Among the latest donations rece-
ived for the fund is £ 160 from Mr.
Sivanandan of the Institute of
Race Relations London.
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% Applications are invited for posts of trainee Jour-
2 nalists inthe SATURDAY REVIEW and the proposed
"é‘ English daily, from young people with a high degree
£ of proficiency in English.

&

§ ~ Please apply to the
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Amnesty International said that.

2 WGP DTSRI IDGIIGRSOSRVRQEIQT DL JGDEIANARLDRASIOOTI

Editor - in - Chief with full

The Government’s earlier state-
ment criticized Amnesty International
for not referring in its report to
information on “disappearances”’
that the Sri Lankan authorities had
already submitted to the United
Nations. But Amngsty International
said it had never been sent the in-
formation by the government and

its thres most recent urgent re-
quests for this information had re-

- ceived no governmeut reply.

In Loving Memory of

V. T. MAHALINGAM (8. I. Police)

BORN:= 23 - 05 — 1943

DIED:- 03 - 11 - 1966

“MILLIONS OF ROSES
WATERED BY OUR TEARS

BLOOM IN YOUR
MEMORY FOR EVER”,

2: Public Schools
Long Jump Champion,
Schools ‘Coloursman in
Jump & Long Jump.

‘High Jump&
Public
High

1964 : National High Jump & Long

Jump Champion.
1965: Govt. Services High Jump &
Long Jump Champion.

Govt, Services High Jump&
Long Jump Champion.

1966:

Fondly remembered and sadly missed
by your loved ones.
“THE LINGAMS”,
158/3, NAVALAR ROAD,
- JAFFNA.
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VIJAYA TALKS TO KITTU

Vijaya: The relecase of the two-
soldiers in your custody would be
a great humanitarian gesture at this
juncture and establish your stature
to the world at large. Moreover,
it will also prove to the world that
your real fight is for fundamental
rights and not against any other,
What is your position in regard to
their release?

Kittu: First, we want a list, the
full names of our comrades who
were arrested by the Government.

Vijaya: We have come here not
as emissaries of the Government
but as representatives of the people
in the Scuth. You are fighting for
the rights of people in the North,
while we are fighting for the rights
of the people in the South.

Kittu: Two years ago two sub-ins-
pectors of police were arrested by
the Tamil Eelam Liberation Orga-
nisation. (TELO). One of them was
Nanayakkara. The group had put
forward some conditions for their
release but they weie found not ac-

ceptable to the Government. They
were later killed. We¢  invited you
here with open arms to act as a
mediator, Please not think for a

moment that we coatemplate to
kill the arrested two. You could
induce the Government to act in
an acceptable way through your
appeal to the masses and the Pub-
lic media. :

Vijaya: 1If the worst should hap-
pen to thesc two soldiers, the
racist elements among the Sinhalese

. could exploit this situation for their

own ends. This goes for Sirimavo
and other Buddhists who could easily
capitalise on this situation and
force the Sinhala masses in the
wrong direction to their own poli-
tical ends.

Kittu: The handing over of the
nine bodies of soldiers killed at Ad-
ampan on 12th October was a hu-

. manitarian gesture on our part. We

have also lost 350 of our comrades

in the last several years. We are
fully alive to the anxiety of the
relatives of those killed and they

have also to perform the last rites,
Our gesture in handing over the
bodies of the soldiers was in pur-
suance of this practice.

As far as the position of those
arrested in the field of baitle, it
is different. We consider them war-
riors on the battle field. It is an
acceptable international code to ex-
change <‘prisoners—-of-war’’. We will,
therefore, very much appreciate if
you could induce the State to furnish
a list of those of our prisoners in
their custody. We will then contact

our Leader Prabhakaran and put
forward conditions for the release
of the two soldiers.

Vijaya : The release of two of
youi comrades will not solve the
problem. Moreover, there are seve—
ral of your camrades in the prisons.
People over there in the South will
only think in the lines that two

We record excerpts of a heart-
to-heart talk between Mr. Vijaya
Kumaranathunge, the Secretary of

the Sri Lanka Mahajana Per-

not be

is equal to two. You will
able to reach your goal by this
option. On the other hand, if you

release the two without any pre-
conditions, you have a good chance
of placing the real facts before the
peeple in the South. It is on this
account we can place your Vviews
before the people. We will not hand
over the soldiers to the Army or
the Government but to their parents
in public. Basically. we are fighting
for a socialist system to give full
regional autonomy to the people in
the North and the FEast. Wec¢ are
labelled as “Tigers’’ in the South
and wrong motives are attributed
to us. If you do release the two
to us, we have a chance to nail
this propaganda against us. So do

release the two to us to pave the
way for a political solution.

This will also give us added strength
to voice your views in the South.

Kittu: We have actually spon-
sored your passage to the North
and this should prove an added

strength in the politlcal field in the
South. Your coming here should
give you a stature in the South.
We are aware that people in the
South want to find a solution to
the ethnic problem but the Govern-
ment does not seem to desire it.
Your image in the South has al-
ready been built by your gesture in
coming here on our initiative. So
the release of the two without any
pre-conditions will not in any way
diminish your political stature in
the South.

Vijaya : That is right. It would
appear that you would- want some-
thing more by their release either to
the Army Commandar or Mr. Lalith
Athulathmudali, Minister- of Na-
tional Security. In such an event

your rzlease will mean just handing
over the men who have surrendered
to you.

Kittu : That is not the case. Excha-
nge of prisoners is an accepted inter-
national practice. For example, du-

ring the attack on Jaffna and Man-
nar Police Stations, we arrested
three policemen. We release them
unharmed and without any pre-
conditions. Because they came as

officers to implement .civil admi-
nistration. The situation is different
in the matter of these two soldiers.
They. met us in direct confrontation
in the field. They had actually 400

amuna and Mr. Kittu, the local
leader of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) during his
two days visit to Jaffna.

rounds of ammunition each when
they left to the field but they were
arrested with only two rounds on
them. That means they have used
798 rounds against us. Inspite of
this we were very patient with them.
We have given due medical attention
and given them the desired nourish-
ment. We want to establish the facts
to the people in the South about

the respect the Government has for

not appear
doing its

its soldiers. [t does
that the Government is
duty by their soldiers.

Kitta: We¢ do not respect the Go-
vernment or its Armed Forces. We
raise our hats to Captain Kotela-
wala. His guns are pointed at us and
our guns are directed at  his troops
but - we respect him as a sincere
fighter, honest man that he is. We
handed over the nine bodies of the
Army personnel after he had contact-
¢d us on the telephone. How did the
Government react to this  situation?
They-actually trotted out false pro-
paganda to the people in the South.

Vijaya: Suppose the Government
does not accept your conditio:s
and come to an agreement, what is
your position then?

Kittu: We need such a categoric
and public statement from the
Government. The world will then
know the kind of importance it att-
achd to its warriors. It is then that
every soldier in Sri Lanka will know
the stark fact about the Government®
We are fully aware of the fact that
every soldier, if given the opportu-
nity, will desert the Army. We re-
leased the soldiers who surrendered
at the Eiephant Pass Army camp un-
harmed because they were not in-

I also wish to mention about 15
of our comrades who are languish-
ing in prison. The Government has
for some reasons known only to it
has not released them. They are be-
ing tortured in the prisons and co-
unting their days to death. We must
think of them and this opportunity
afforded us would ina way help us
to obtain their release.

Vijaya: Your argument sounds rea-
sonable and we appreciate your po-
sition.

volved in any direct confrontation
with us. The position of the two sol-
diers who surrendered at Adampan
is very much different, Even if the
Government does not accept our
condition, we assure you that their
lives will be saved. You must, how-
ever, induce the Government to come
to an agreement and place this matt-
er on the public forum. That is the
reason we enlisted your help.

Vijaya: Yes, we shall certainly do
that. We will place the truth before
the people-inthe South.

(Continued on page 10)
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FIRST WORLD EATS UP FORESTS

PENANG, MALASIYA: Each time
a Japanese throws away a pair of
disposable chopsticks, an American
chomps through his favourite ham-
burger, or an Englishman sets wup
a mahogany toilet seat to enhance
bathroom comfort, more trees go
down in the world’s vanishing rain-
forests.

Third World countries in the equa-
atorial belt, from the Amazon
through Africa to Borneo, are home
to these 150-mlllion-year-old tropical
forests. But their destruction, which
many scientists say is the world’s
worst ecological disaster, has its
roots in the consumerist lifestyles
of rich countries.

These industrial nations have their
own timber industries which pro-
duce 80 per cent of the world’s in-

dustrial wood But even this is
insufficient for their consumption,

so they import much. of the Third
World’s timber haivest as well.

Japan alone takes in more than
half the volume of all tropical wood
exports, most of it from Southeast
Asia. Europe imports more than a
quarter, mainly from Wes! Africa,

whilst North America’s supply comes
from Latin America. Most of the

wood is used in the rich countries
for housing, furniture, and high-
class joinery. Tropical timber is now
high - status, even exotic, and thus
in high demand.

That helps to spell the rainforests’
death. Since 1945 nearly half of all
rainforests have been wiped out,
and estimates of current destruction
range from 14 to 50 million acres
a year.

At present rates, almost a fifth
of the remaining tropical forests
will be completely d estroyed or seri
ously degraded by the end of the
century, according to a 1980 report
of the Food and Agricultural Orga-
njsation.

When tropical forest depletion is
discussed, the blame is usually put
on the Third World. Its rural people
are said to clzar trees for fuel or
shifting cultivation and its govern-
ments inept in proteciing the forest.

But a recent international confer-
ence of environmental groups on
the forest resources crisis held in
Penang pinpointed commercial log-
ging as the factor most responsible
for tropical forest destruction. A
major concern of the conference,
organised by Friends of the Earth
Malaysia, was the wasteful wood
consumption in the rich countries
which, participants said, prompted
the logging in the first place.

In"Japan, almost all restaurants

and canteens are now serving food

with  waribashi or wooden dispos-
able chopsticks, Until recently,
chopsticks were washed after meals,
and used for years.

But the waribashi has changed alj
that. The disposable chopsticks are
simply thrown away after a single
use.

“This is a terrible waste, which
contributes to the chopping
of tropical trees,” says Yasuko
Higuchi, member of the Japanese
Committee on Asian Tropical
Forests, which has launched

an anti - waribashi campaign among
Japanese consumers.

maining forests will be gone by

1990.

The grass-fed cattle are mainly
exported as beef, almost all of it
to the United States. There, it is
bought up by fast food chains
which process it to meet the enor—
mous American appetite fot hamb-
burgers.

Among the fast - food companies
acknowledging their use of some
imporied meat in their hamburgers
are Burger King, Jack-in-the Box,
Roy Rogers, Bob’s Big Boy and
Hot Shoppes restuarants, according

T R T e O e T e~

Every year, up to 50 million
acres of tropical rainforest are
chopped down to satisfy the waste-
ful life - styles of the rich count-
tries, Unless urgent action is
taken to save it, the world’s
rainforest may soon be wiped

out, concluded a recent
pational conference of
mental groups.

inter-
environ-

Mr. Khor Kok Peng is Research
Director of the Consumers’ Associa—
tion of Penang, one of the leading
citizens groups in the Third World.

According to group’s reseacch, 20

billion pairs of waribashi were used
in 1983. That makes it 170 sets of
chopsticks thrown away a year for
each Japanese. Ms Yasuko estimates
that half of the wood used to make

the waribashi comes from abroad,
and most of that from Southeast
Asia.

“The waribashi is symbolic of the
Japanese lifestyle based on mass
consumption and waste,” says Ms
Yasuko. ‘Ordinary Japanese, especial-
ly housewives, can link this waste-
fulness in Japan with tropical forest
logging through our anti-waribashi
campaign.’

The waribashi uses up 200,000 cubic
meters of timber a year. a sizeable

amount, but only 0.2 per cent of
Japan’s total wood usage.

Japan, the most voracious user of
world tropical timber, imported 12.8
million cubic meters of logs from
Southeast Asia in 1985, or 64 per
cent of the region’s total exports. Al-
most all that wood is imported as raw
logs, processed into plywood and
sawn timber, then converted into
building materials, household fur-

niture. cabinets and wooden packing
cases.

Halfway round the globe, in Cent-
ral Amcrica, the forests are chop--
ped at an annual rate of 4,000 sq
kilometers for a different reason-
hamburgers.

Since 1960, more than a quarter of
all Central American forests have been
destroyed for conversion to pasture-
land, according to testimony before
a US Congressional Subcommittee
in 1980. At current trends, the re-

to Randy Hayes, director of the
U.S. Rainforest Action Network.

Hundreds of U.S. and other foreign
companies in Central America are
involved in cattle-related activities
with interests ranging from financ-
ing and ranching to processing and
marketing, Hayes told the conference.
‘They form the network of the
hampurger connection that’s dest-
roying the Central American forests.’

The rainforest group has launch-
ed pickets outside some fast-food
restaurants in various U.S. cities to
make hamburger eaters aware of
what they’re doing to the forests
south of their country. This, says
Hayes, has been quite effective in

and for transport

and packaging
material.

But in its campaign to educate
the British public, the U.K. Friends
of the Earth uses the fashionable
mahogany toilet seat as the most
striking example of how ‘every year
11 million acres of rainforest are
destroyed for the sake of convenience’.

The FOE has called on the Bri-
tish public not to buy products made
from tropical hardwood which does
not come from sustainable forest
sources. Charles Secrett, the group’s
campaign director, told the conference
that ‘British consumers buying furni-
ture or pleasurecraft and other tropi-
cal hardwood products are an im-
portant part in the chain of destruc-
tion linking an item bought on the

High Street with rainforest clearance
thousands of miles away.’

People in Britain who want to
avoid being part of that destructive
chain will soon havenationwide lists
of names addresses of shops selling
tropical wood products, compiled by
the FOE’s 250 local groups through-
out the U.K. ‘These lists will en~
able consumers to easily identify what
items to avoid, and what alterna-
tives are available,” says Secrett.

He is fairly optimistic that such a
campaign can work since in the 1970s
the FOE successfully ran similar
campaigns to ban the sale of whale
products and to stop the trade in
endangered species goods in the U.K.

The conference rarticipants, most
of whom came from Third World
countries, agreed that if what’s left
of the rainforests is to be saved,
an international campaign has to be
launched to reduce consumption of

tropical wood products in the in-
dustrialised countries, and to cut
back on logging in the developing

countries.

‘All along, poor people have been
wrongly blamed for taking wood and

by

Khor Kok Peng

dramatising the issue, but fast-food
chains still need to be convinced
to stop using Latin American meat.

Western Europe, the second lar-
gest importer of tropical wood after
Japan, received 12 million cubic me-
ters of tropical round wood equiva-
lents in 1984. The main users are
France, Britain,, West - Germany,
Italy and the Netherlands. They im-
port raw logs mostly from Africa
(especially the Ivory Coast) and sawn
wood and plywood from Southeast
Asia (mainly from Malaysia, Indone-
sia and the Philippines).

In the United Kingdom, almost
half the tropical hardwood is used
in construction, concentrated in those
parts of the building which require
durable and strong wood, according
to a report by the Unitcd Kingdom
Friends of the Earths.

The wood is also valued for ex-
pensive office and household furni-
ture, for highclass fittings such as
doors, floors and window frames,

destroying the rainforest,’ said Van-

dana Shiva of the Science, Tech—
nology and  Resource Research
Foundation of India.

‘Now we know that’s not true.

The forest resources of the poor
were taken from them by logging
operations, so they were pushed fur-
ther back into the hills and forced
to collect wood from remnants of
the forest.

The roots of the problem are the
wasteful lifestyles of rich countries
and the timber industry inthe Third
World.

The conference ended with the
formation of a World Rainforest
Network with representative groups
from the various regions.

The Network’s tasks include educat-
ing policy-makers, the timber indus-
try and consumers about the need-
to conserve rainforest rezources and
to reduce wasteful conumption of
forest products.—Third World Net-
work Features.
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SARVODAYA CLARIFIES T
A :
Mr. V. Thuraisingham
Editor veal thal articles by Gandhiyam jade 1o put up a Buddhist vihara,  The news of the sudden demise

SATURDAY REVIEW

In your issue of 4th October
titled < Kadiramalai killed” you
have given publicity to ailegations
Jevelled against the late Mr. K. Ka-
diramalai by the Eelam Revolution-
ary Organisation. In fairness to the
late Mr. Kadiramalai and to Sar-
vodaya, I trust that you will give
equal publicity to the following
statement,

«Sarvodaya severed whatever con-
nections it had with the Gandhiyam
Society as far back as June 1980,
A search' in the newspapers pub-
lished during that period would re-

One - Sided!

Editor :
SATURDAY REVIEW

Having read a couple of your
issues, I feel that the paper needs
some improvements. Your paper
has a very important role to play.

By being one-sided and notcom-
menting on the activities of the

"~ “terrorists” and being cynical about

certain things, you are reducing the
status of your newspaper to ‘Aththa’
where lies are published or ©Siya-
rata’ which is a United National
Party propaganda machine. You
have all the opportunities to safe-
guard your credibility by stating
facts on both sides.

Your paper should not aggravate
the present crisis by publishing the
negatives but the positives to help
the country to solve the present
problem.

Your paper should be reasonable
and rational and put into the back-
ground your emotions.

You must encourage the solutions
within the framework of Unity
state, Multi-religious, multi-ethnic
and work for a political settiement
rather than terrorist/military means.
These are realities acceptable to the
international standards,

Your propaganda work that does
not take into account these inter-
national aspirations goes against the
very soul of peace-loving Sri Lankan

Tamils. We do not want commu-
nism in this country. We do not
want -‘terrorists® in this country.

We only want to live as peaceful
citizens in this country.

Laksman Jeewaratnam
Dehiwala :

Note by Editor :- Thanks for the
advice. Please come to the North

one of these days and see the reality
if you are a true Tamil.

personnel. wcre appearing in the press
attacking Sarvodaya workers. The
assertion that Mr. Kadiramalai, the
Sarvodaya District Coordinator ap-
pointed to Vavuniya in 1982, esta-
blished close links with the Gandhi-
yam Society is totaily false and could
not have taken place in the con-
text referred to. Since the premise
is false, the implication based on it,
namely that our District Coordina-
tor was instrumental in the activi-
ties of the Security Forces referred
to, must necessarily be false. In
any ease, Sarvodaya denies any such
implied support to the security
forces. Hence the main charge ag-
ainst Mr, Kadiramalai cannot
sustained.

“Anyone visiting the village of

Kappachi will see that the 105
families settled there are all Tamils

and that no preparations have been

Ecclesiastical &

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

It was not for nothing that, in
my article headlined “The Cross
Questions” in the SATURDAY
REVIEW of 27th September 1 stated
that “pronouncements made on
issues by the ccclesiastical coterie
may fill a filing cabinet’.” Whenever
challenged as to what action they
have taken (i.e. their Witness), the
high priests of the Established
Church are quick to dig out their
dusty files.

So now, in SR of 4th October,
we have the Secretary to the Bishop
of Jaffna quite unashamedly flaunt-
ing a letter from the Bishop to
President  Jayewardene as proof
that his Lordship has actively de-
fended the oppressed Tamil minority.
If a mere letter is the best the

“Church’® hierarchy has to show,
then this is proof of my contention
in my article that the Bishop of
Jaffna has ‘“done little previously
to prevent such death.”” In my humble
opinion, if a letter addressed to the
President is the best that the Bis-
hop of Jaffna can show, then that
is very little action indeed to pre-
vent the kil\ling of innocent citizens.

By 1981, when the Bishop was
writing his letter, the militant youth
of the Tamil working masses (mostly
non-‘Christian’) were already bearing
the Cross of heroic armed resist-
ance to the oppression of ethnic
minorities. Rather than writing be-
lated letters in 1981, if, inter alia,

be -

Hence the other main charge level-
led against Mr. Kadiramalai, of set-

tling Sinhala families in Kappachi
and trying to put up a Buddhist
vihara in collaboration with an or-
ganisation called Sath Sarana is an
untruth.

LETTERS

«T thank you to give as much
publicity to the above statement as
the original news
to, if only for the sake of doing

justice to a man who was truly
human.”’

item referred

D. A. Perera

General Sccretary, Lanka Jathika
Sarvodaya Shramadana Sangamaya.

Filing Cabinet

the Established Church in Jaffna had
used its vast social apparatus to
mobilize non-military mass struggles
and stimulated national public opinion
in the 1950s, 60s, and 70s, this
carnage and the sacrifice of Sri
Lanka youth may have been pre-
vented. In reality, however, this
vast mundane apparatus (Which
¢laims to be the ¢Church’) is not
geared for such manner of pro-
clamation of the Good news. [n rea-
lity, the Established Church is a
powerful ideological machine geared
to stultifying the masses of people
through mystification, superstition,
icon-worship etc., thereby comple-
menting the  hegemony of the rich
and powerful who *“ravage the vine-
yard and.. grind the faces of the poor*’
(Isaiah 3:14-15 New English Bible).

In this repressive ideological mani-
pulation the ‘Church’ is no differ-
ent from all other religions. The

Creator - Gad criticised this ideolo-
gical manipulation long ago: ““priest?
By day and night you blunder on
..... my people are ruined for lack
of knowledge. Your own countrymen
are brought to ruin. You have re_
jected knowledge, and 1 will reject
you  from serving me as priest’’.
(Hosea 4: 5-6).

No wonder that the Rt. Revd. Bis-

hop is still writing letters.

Please be good enough to publish
this clarification in your journal.

(Laksman Gunasekara
General Secretary, Student
Christian Movement of Sri Lanka)

of Mr. V. Thuraisingham a former
Director of Education atthe age of
75_ came to many of us — Collea-
gues and Friends — as a rude shock.
Even at the time of his death, he
was as Director (Administration) Com-
mon Amenities Board of the Minis-
try of Local Government, Housing
and Construction. It is my proud
privilege as a grateful disciple, and
as one who has been closely as-
sociated with him to pen these words
of appreciation,

‘Thurai’ as he was affectionately
called began his career as is cha-
racteristic of the Jaffna Man with
intelligence and industry of a high
order as his main assets. From the
grassroots level of a Trained Teacher
of English, he graduated in Arts
from the London University, and
slowly and steadily mounted up the
ladder of the Public Service to al-

most the highest position in the
Ministry of Education.
In the Sixties Thurai strode like

a Colossus along the corridors of
the Ministry of Education at Malay
Street. Then I was a Circuit Ing-
pector of Schools in Negombo, He
invited me to join him. It was
with great pleasure coupled with
humility T accepted the invitation
As Chairman of the Teachers Trans-'
fer BoardiTRB) he was entrusted
with the Task of appointments trans.
fers, and disciplinary control of a
lakh of teachers in nearly 9,500 schools.
He brought to bear on his assign-
ment, thoroughness and precision.
He would not be satisfied with any-
thing less. He knecw the name of
every Head of School. Whenever the
Minister of  Education called for
statistical data re teachers strength,
student population etc, of any school
he would furnish forthwith the re-
levant statistics impromptu. This
earned for him encomiums of ajl
successive Ministers of Fducation.
Towit Dr. W.Dahanayake;—P. B. G.
Kalugalle, 1. M. R. A. Irriyagolle, Dr,
Badiudin Mahmud. What struck me
most was his prodigious memory and
encyclopaedic grasp of problems. He
was equally fluent in all three lang-
uages and this provided him with
a key to greater successin his pro-
fessional career. He was always calm,
cool, calculated and judicious in
what-ever decisions he took to settle
disciplinary matters. Thus he prov-
ed himself to be a dynamic person-
ality.No doubt Thurai belongs to an
illustrious galaxy of Education Ad-
ministrators of the calibre of H. S.
Perera and K. S. Arulnandy, who di-
stinguished themselves by their Scho-
larship, stern discipline™ moral re-
ctitude, devotion to duty, sense of
humanism and above all versatility.
He moulded his life on the noble
precepts of Christianity.

—T. MANICKAVASAGAR



6

Saturday Review

Ist November 1986

“MICROI

Life on this planet is exhibi-

ted by different forms of organi-
organi-

sms. A group of pioneer
sms which escape the naked eye
are known as  micro organisms.

They can only be visualised with
the use of various forms of visual
aids known as microscopes. This
group of organisms include bacte-
ria. virus, and fungi including yeast.
Though the micro organisms were
first identified in the 17th century
by Anton Van Leevenhook, they
have been in use as early as 6000
B. C by the Sumerians and Baby-
lonians in the production of fer-
mented fruit juice as wine. This
was followed by distillation by the
Chinese during the °14th century.
Further a critical analysis of the
microbial world by  Louis Pasteur
gave new dimension to industrial
and medical applications. Today,
wide variety of micro ~ organisms
used in various industries to serve
various applications such as clea—
ring of oil spills in the sea (o the
production of interferon which is
used in cancer therapy.

Since these organisms are  the
pioneer of all living forms, they
are simple in their structure, nor-

mally uni-cellular or exist in loose
association, Out of 250 species of
bacteria, only about 10 are
found to be harmful. Like all oth-
er organisms they have to obtain
substances from it’s  environment
to supply it’s  encrgy and it’s
structural component. Unlike the
highly specialised organisms like
animals, these  micro organisms
could utilise wide variety of subs-
tances such as petroleum product,
different form of carbohydrates
such as glucose, fructose, cellulose
in plant wastes etc. Secondly, since
they are the simplest organisms,
they do not have systems for the
efficient utilisation of  substances
which have been taken in for the
production of energy, the nutrient
which have been taken in are only
partially used up, and excreted as
waste. For eg. yeast, grows in
sugar solution only partially utili-
sing and coaverting them into alc-
ohol, which has potential energy.
Thirdly, the controlling  unit, or
what is known as the genetic app-
aratus is so simple and indepen-
dent of the rest of the cell, that
it could be changed at will. This
endeavor later developed into the
most fascinating scientific  discove-
ries of the 20th century-genetic
engineering. Fourthly, when the
surface volume ratio is large, there

is no limitation for the supply of
nutrients, that the metabolic rate
takes place at it’s maximum. The
metabolic rate is so high that this
organism could multiply in  less
than 20 minutes.  Utilisation  of
these organisms could be categori-
sed into four main groups. (A)
Utilisation of particular substance
as it’s nutrients. (B) The utilisa-
tion of microbes as whole for
the supply of proteins. (C) Iso-
lation of appropriate bio catalysten—
zymes which could beused for the
conversion of substance in a cell
free extract or for the medical dia-
gnosis. (D) Primary and second-
ary metabolic products.

USING INTACT MICROBES

“Since micro organisms have com-—
parable protein content with that

of animal protein, they are being
used as the source of protein par—
ticularly in the animal feed. Howe—
ver, the purified approach of such
an endeavour could lead to an arti-

production of steroides and the se-
misynthetic penicillin. The most ver-
satile largc molecules produced by
micro organisms are the enzymes.
Production of such enzymes from
microbes have many advantages over
that of extractions from the' plants
and animals. Recent application of
microbially produced enzymes in—
clude the use oi amylases inbrew-
ing, baking and manufacture of tex-
tiles, proteases such as chymopa-
paines, in meat tendering and in
the manufacture of detergents and
leather, and of renin in cheese mak-
ing. Recently, three microbially pro-
duced enzyme, namely amylace, glu-
camylase, and glucose isomerase to
obtain a substitute safe sweetener,
the high fructose syrup from corn
starch.

METABOLITIES

Another group of large molecules
that are produced by micro orga-
nisms are polysaccharides. Conven-
tionally, they are being extracted from
sea weeds, Eg. Sea weeds, agar,

ER.

by

Dr. T. Vinayagamoorthy

University of Jaffna

ficial synthesis of protein rich food
which could supplement or substi-
tute the costly animal o1 plant pr-
otein. Further, this could be also
used in culture mediumused for the
growth of cultivation of microbes me-
dically and industrially important mic-
robes. Recently, techniques have been
invented to immobilise the microbial
cells as to innert materials such as
glass beads and innert polymer mate-
rial. With this technique, large am-
ounts of raw materials such as sugar
syrups could be processed to it’s
products in a short time with the
minimal amount of microbial cells.

Studies in this two aspects  are
being carried out in our labora-
tory where corn starch or manioc
starch are being used for the syn-
thesis of single cell proteins using

yeast.

By virtue of the high metabolic
rate the microbes are used in bio-
logical conversions also known as
microbial transformations. This pro-
cess has many advantages over the
chemical process in that they are
specific, take place at low temperature
with water as solvent and the
products need less purification. These
include transformation of isopio-
pano! to acetone, glucose into glu-
conic acid, sorbitol into sorbose,

gelatine of ithe many different poly-
saccharides that can be produced by
microbes is xanthan, a colloidal sub-
stance which is added to many foods
as stabiliser and thickener and .in
petroleum industry as an ingredient
in drilling muds. Among the other
important large molecules that could
be obtained by micro organisms are
insecticides and vaccines.

Among the primary metabolites
in the fermentation industry, amino
acids purine nucleotides, vitamins and
organic acids are in the forefront.
These compounds could be synthe-
sised in microbes by limiting the
supplies and minerals, such as iron
and manganese, eg. the 20,000 fold
over production of riboflavin (Vi-
tamin B2) by the mould Ashbya-
gossypil and the 50,000 fold over
production eof Vitamin BI2.

Out of the secondary metabolites,
antibiotics are synthesised mainly,from
a class of microbes known as act-
inomycites. 5,000 antibiotics have been

already discovered and the new one
are being discovered at the rate of
300 per year. Roughly 75% of al
antibiotics are obtained from the
filamentous microbes and 75% of
those are in turn produced : by as
single

genus streptomyses.

ES IN OUR LIFE

As mentioned earlier, the applica-
tion of genetic engineering has added
a-new dimension in utilising the mi-
crobes. This technique, has made
provision for the introduction of new
genes mto the conventional microbes
thereby making a "microbe for an
efficient and wide application. Thig
has been further improved by clon-
ing such a genetic traits onto extra
chromosomal genetic elements-plas—
mids where the gene could be am-
plified. Such techniques has made pro-
vision. also -te make proteins which
they never made in nature. The best
known are insulin and interferon.
Before interferon was made in bac-
teria, 50mgs of very impure mater-
ially costed 2million US dollars.
But in future by the application of

genetic  engineering. this could be
possible to obtain interferon at low
costs. Such technology has also led

to the major development in the
field of immunology where skin
cancer cells of a mouse with an
antibody producing white cells to
makea hybridoma cell that grow
in a test tube and manufacture a
pure specifi: antibody. Application
of genstic engineering has ajready
been extended to a field of agriculture,
where the gene complex of nitrogen
fixing microbes such as blue green
algae are in the process of being cl-
oned to rice plants, where they cou-
1d be independents of artificial ferti-
lisers.

Another recent application of
microbial activity is the detoxificat-
ion and degradation of sewage and
industrial wastes. Speh as polychio-
rinated biphenyles, the pollution by
agrochemical residues, such as pesti-
cides and artificial fertilisers could
be broken down to harmless compo-
unds by the use of these microbes.

Certain microbes are the basic of
the metallogical process. The bact-
erial leaching of law grade ores to
extract corresponding metals are
being employed. Eg. Copper and Ur-
anium are commercially leached by
bacteria mainly by member of genus-

thiobacillus.

In reviewing the history and the
current state of industrial microbio-
logy, one could be certain that hu-
manity stands to gain from the prop-
er use of these microbes. Developed
countries through out the world
have set up institution and opened
up new scientific fields such as biot-
echnology where  human endeavor
could be directed for maximum be-
nefit.
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REPLECTIONS OX YO - VIOLEMCE

At a recent seminar onthe prob-
lems of youth held at St. John’s
College and organised by the chris—
tian study Centre of Chunnakam,
the issue of non-violence came up
for scrutiny. Two spesakers who
came strongly on the side of non-
violence were Prof. Nesiah, a Gan-
dhian of 65 years standing and Fr.
Jayaceelan, a relatively young theo-

logian and MIRJE activist who
opted for non-violence after ago-
nising over the issuz for  several

years.

For the past few years we - in
this country have been flooded with
reports of violence, civilians killed
by the thousands and unparalleled
acts of barbarity.. It seems absurd
to question why one should not hit
back at the enemy and give him
some of his own medicine. It will
at present be true to say
there are not many takers for non-
violence. It was said in the semi-
nar that majority are neither  for
violence nor for non-violence.

Society as many see it has be-
come increasingly, hypocritical, br-
utal and unjust. Such young people
would generally see a ‘rcmedy not
in terms of abandoning violence,

but in making the decision makers
and overlords more  accountable.
They would respect ~non-violence

but would deem it impracticable.

Fr. Jayaceelan’s message came
with the force and passion of a man
who had grasped the truth after a
long period of prayer and agony.
<If you opt violence you cannot
turn away from the consequences
of violence, nor can you complain

about them. These conscquences
are bereaved and displaced fami-
lies, refugees, loss of dear ones,

cripples, disturbed children, mental
illness and the brutalisation of friend

and foe alike. You cannot have a
little Violence and a little
non-violence. If you do not

like all this you must opt for nen-
violence. Sections of our youth have
shewn us that they can be sing-

leminded about violence. For those
of us who stand for non-violence
this challenges us to be more sing-
leminded and sincere in our non-
violence. If people are rendered
poor and needy by violence, we

too must be prepared to live as
poor and suffer with them.”’

Prof. Nesiah took . issue  with
those members of the intelligentsia.
who opted all too easily for violence
He said that if they stood for
violence today, they had never rea-

that

lly stood for anything worthwhile
at all in the past, thus making
their positions more or less synony-
mous with intellectual and moral
lassitude. <“Where were they’, he
asked, “when -our democratic life
was systematically dismantled after
independence? where weie they
when the government took  over

the co-operative movement and two
million co-operators were disenfra-
nchised? There were then 3000
school co-operatives making up an
important exercise in  education.
Where were they whenthe schools

and Universities were taken over? Do -

rly used against unruly Bulls and
Dogs. Why he asked did not the
apostles of non-violence object to
the maintenance of Police, standing
armies and prisons by modern
states. Does not the need for
these underscore the unsatisfactory
foundations of non-violence? This
important question was not ans-
wered. Perhaps the time allocated
for discussion did not permit the

chairman to press for a discussion

of this point,

It is after all the role of priests
and teachers to have their consci-
ences permanently troubled by the

world around us and there are gia--

not many of you function by the ring injustices everywhere in the
chit system which was mtrodqced world. A good part of their work
by governments to farm out jobs too may be to cater to the needs
to supporters of the party in po- of a sensitive minority:
*
by Rajan Hoole

wer?”” Addressing the  University It will again be very inapprop-
teachers present he said, “No self- riate for a priest to tell a con-
respecting person  should receive  demned criminal, “that is the sys-
his appointment letter as vice- tem my boy, and you asked for

chancellor from a Minister of Edu-
cation, He shuold be elected by
the court of the University. As
an example of democratic protest,
when in west Germany the govern—
ment tried to impose a vice—chan-
cellor on a University all the pro-
essors resigned” How many of
you are prepared for principled
action of that kind?”’

Many feel that non-violence is
a fine sentiment that is irrelevant
in the hard reality of day to day
life. The poser was addressed pr-
ovocatively to those who  “ponti-
ficate on non - violence’’ by Bishop
Ambalavanar of the JDCSI He
pointed out that violence is regula-

May I reiterate my sincere
thanks to you for kindly affording
me an opportunity of reporting the
incident titled above which occurred
on the 13th October 1986 at 7.30
p. m. You were very understanding
and I sincerely appreciate your effort
to see that such an incident is not
repeated. '

I must, however, place on record
the contents of my conversation
with you on the morning of 14th
October 1986, so that this may be
preserved in your files and in those
of the other responsible authorities
of Batticalca who, like you, are
sincerely concerned about the se-
curity of innocent, law-abiding Citi-
zens of the locality.

A group of S.I1.U. men who
were involved in this unpleasant in-
cident on the night of 13th Octo-
ber 1986, were patrolling the road
between the Catholic Cathedral and
St. Micheal’s College at 7. 30 p. m.
From a distance they observed me
walking along the corridor of the
Jesuit Fathers® Residence. - The big
mistake they made then was to
accost from that distance a non-

it. Spend ten years in the cooler and
make the best of it”’ The love of
christ constrains him to think that
there are areas of good in this
man and there is some better way
of redeeming him.

It is because people were so ftr-
oubled that We have had even pie-
cemeal reform we have moved far
from chopping off hands of thieves
to prisons and towards reform cen-
tres. With the exception of a few
places like Sri Lanka we have mo-
ved from times, when villages and
towns were razed to the ground

because they previosly  belonged to
the enemy king.

- cious that violence is

A e e~

Jesuit Priest

What then is the role of those who
profess non-violence? The answer was
given by Fr . Jayaceelan. It is to
challenge the predominent notion of
the necessity of violence. It means
to systematically opt out of any-

thing that breeds violence and are-
fusal to have anything to do with
it. 1t means to suffer privations,
take risks, to seek and obtain active
means to solve our problems by
means other than violsnce. It means
a dedication to truth and a root-
ing out of all sources of violence.
This I am sur¢ will involve a cem-
plete ye-examination of our ‘abomin-
able treatment- of animals.

A disciple of non-violence is cons-
very much
part of his life and that all good-
nzss is piecemeal and incomplete.
He finds his reward in leaving this
world less violent than he found it.

Fr. Jayaceelan told me later, “For
me the inescapable call to non-
vielence comes from the mystery of
the cross. For a world armed with
frightening destructive power there
is no safer bet.” This is a faith
that even in the most hopeless of
human situations, God can and doeg
intervene directly, perhaps in ways
too unsensational for those who have
no eye for it, .and yet a joyous
and forceful experience forthe faith-
ful. To the disciple of non-violence
human imperfectibility is a challenge
and not a bl ght imposed by fatel
The search {ur goodness is an eternal
quest pursued  with God’s grace.
This is inherent in the tcachings of
Christ who gave no systems of morals
or customs. But shewed by his life and
teaching that our best is not enough-
and finally the supreme act of non-
violencs. God’s death on the cross
for human folly.

Nearl

Shot In Batticaloa

descript person (who happened to
be: myself). In this situation their
vague imperious order to “halt and
come down to the ground” could
also have had reference to any other
suspicious person who. could have

This is the copy of letter sent
to Mr. M. S. Perera, S. P. Batti-
caloa by Rev, Fr. (Dr.) L. H. Cr-
amer, Ph. D. about a shooting in-
cident at the Jesuit Residence, 20
Central Road, Batticaloa.

been in the belfry tower of the
Cathedral. Being entirely ignorant
of who was being accosted [ quietly
continued walking along our floor.
The repeated unspecified orders by
the S.I. U. men, therefore, neces-

sarily made no impact on me. B:-
ing a Rev. Father in his own re-
ligious house. 1 had - not the least
inkling that any suspicion could
have been focussed on me. The warn-
ing shoet made by one of these men
finally arrested my attention to their
suspicions; and noticing that this
was followed by one of the S.I, U.

men levelling his rifle at me and
following my movements with his
weapon, | had to take over behind

a wall, for obvious reasons. In the
course of this precaution by me [
also had to throw myself flat on the
ground and crawl away from the
arca of danger. The S.I. U, men
seeing that their suspicious quarry
had disappeared from the scene then
came over to the iron gate of the
Jesuit Fathers’® Residence. It was

then, once | fe]t the situation safe,
(Continued on page B8)
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I, Karthigesu Jeyagowri aged
18 years of Periyathambanai,
(Vavuniya district) now tempor
arily residing with Mr.  Amirtha-
lingam of Kondavil West, Kondavil
being a Non Christian do hereby
solemnly, sincerely and truly decl-
are and affirm as follows :-

(1) T am the affirmant above - na-
med, (2) Our house is situated on-
Main Road, Periyathambanai where
there is daily routine Army patrol-
ling. (3) Through fear, we wused
10 spend the nights in the house of
Mrs. Maruthalingam, which is situ-
ated on abye road, (4) On 14-10-86
at about 9-00 p. m. when we were
in Mrs Maruthalingam’s house lis-
tening to the News Broadcast over
the radio, gun shots were heard.
(5) The people in the neighbourhood
came running into Mrs. Maruthalin-
gam’s house where we stayed and
informed that the Army personnel
were lying in ambush in the junglc.
(6) About 25 of us through fear
slept in that house that night. (7)
The following morning (15-10-86)
round about 8-00 a. m. we heard the
sound of helicopter circling over
head. (8) A while later, we heard
gun shots being fired from helicop-
ter. (9) Within a few seconds we
heard the sound of a helicopter.
decending about 150 yards from
M-s. Maruthalingam’s house. (10) |
peeped out and saw Army person-
nel getting out of the helicopter and
going into the neighbours house. (11)

A few seconds later I heard gun
shots in that direction and then saw
Army personnel coming towards the
house in which we were staying.
(12) They climbed on the coconut
trees in the compound and started
firing at the house for a few minu-
tes. (13) Some of the bullets pier-
ced the roof and struck my mother
Allagamuttu and she died on the
spot. (14) One of my nephews
Punniyamoorthy Manjuthan aged 5
years who got injured on the right

TR

the person who was commanding
the Army personnel had ordered
these 3 soldiers to shoot us. 19
Meanwhile of my nephews who had
followed the soldier almost up to
the gate returned saying the army
personnel were coming back. 20.
Then my brother Punniyamoorthy
who was hiding behind the front
door rushed into our room and
hid behind us with his son who

had followed the soldiers. 21. While
one soldier stood out-side two sol-
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side of the head is admitted to the

Government Hospital Jaffna. (15)
Bullets which pierced the roof of
the house also killed two children
Sasirani aged 2 years and Kiruba-
rani aged 11 years who had taken
refugee with us. (16 At this time
3 Army personnel walked towards
the front entrance of our house
opened fire at the door and broke
it open. My elder brother Punni-
yamoorthy who was in the front
room hid himself in that room.
17. The soldiers who walked in
saw us in the next room and walked
back saying that there were only
ladies and children. 18, My brother
Punniyamoorthy later told me that

diers came inside the front room
and sprayed the bullets at the wall
of the room where were hiding.

22. Then the Army personnel went

A SIS W e o

Drugs were promptly transferred
from the Vavuniya stores to Jaffna
within two or three days, following
representations made by Dr.J. P. C,
Phillips and Dr, S. Sabaratnam,

This followed a meeting these two
had with the Regional Director of
Health Services.

Jesuit...

(Continued from page 7)

that T went down with one of our
Fathers to meet your S, I.U.m:n,

The S 1. U. men in their defence
will surely siate that they took this
action because, in spite of their or-
ders, there was no response from
me. May 1 kindly request you to
tell them emphatically that if they
are properly trained they should know
to specify in their orders the per-
son to whom the orders were given.
As 1 mentioned earlier, this unspecifi.

ed order could well have been app-
lied to any other suspicious person

other then an innocent Jesuit Father.

On the other hand. if suspicions
were focussed on me within the pre-
cincts of my own house, a properly
rained police officer should know
that recourse should first be made to
the head/superior of the house for
information about me. He might
then even ask/demand, under the
P. T. A. that the house be searched,
instead of resorting to such danger-
ous action. As | mentioned -earlier
this actien not only reflects a want

of prudence but also a lack of pro-
per training among the S. I. U. men.

May I theretore, kindly request you

in the name of the security of the
citizens of Batticaloa to see that the
S. 1. U. men are more properly train-

ed or instructed before
sent out on patrol duty with such
powerful weapons in their hands,

You, yourself, Sir, will admit that

they are

had I been shot and killed the Police .

Forces would have used the P. T. A,
to justify their right to take such
drastic action on suspicion: and the
matter would have had to be closed
there !

If'such irrésponsible 'action should

be resorted to against a Rev, Father
in the precints of his own religious
house. Then it must be admitted th-
at the security of other ordinary
citizens of Batticaloa ‘in their own
house would be in serious jeopardy,
too!

Under these circumstances I seem
to think that it is up to you in your
very responsible post as Head of
the Police Forces in Batticaloa, to
call to book this particular group
of S.I.U.men and warn them in
clear and unmistakable terms to be
more cautious and prudent in chali-
enging innocent people in the quiet
precincts of their own houses. It is
time they stop harassing people
like this. Alertness when on patrol
is, indeed, a commendable feature
of police routine.  Yet this -docs not
dispense cusiodians of the law from
prudence in dealing with the ordi-
nary people who have nothing to de-

ft_‘:nd themselves with, least of all the
right to legal action under the preva-
iling circumstances.

In the past similar incidents of
the kind have brought the Security
Forces in the East into much dis-
repute, and if the incident of the
nature I am objecting to would have
resulted in me been killed in my
own religious house, what remain-
ing reputation these Forces might
still have had would have been doo-
med forever, and the ire of the Batti-
caloa people in thus having lost a

serving priest might finally have
set ablaze a revolt against these
Forces so strong as to leave them

abandoned with no hope of ever ga-
ining the confidence and cooperat-
ion of the civilian population. The
writing, therefore, is on the wall! Let
vour S I.U. men. then ' not burn
your boats behind you.

You wilf excuse, Sir, this recour-
se of mine to writing. But I feel sure
that the unnecessary and tense inci-
dent of the 13 th  October was too
fraught with danger to innocent life
as not to be glossed over in justa
conversation with you,

I thank you sincerely once again
for your kind hearing and your
readiness to take action on the seii-
ous objection I have raised with
you. This is all T could do in the
defence of my own security and
that of the other people of Batti-
caloa,

Drugs Transferred Promptly

-

out and stood in the compound.
23. After that fire bombs fell on
our roof. As a result my mother
Alagammah who had earliet systained
injuries was burnt to death. 24.
A few minutes later Army person-
nel tapped our window and wanted
us to epen it. 25. When we opened
the window they asked us how
many people had died, 26. A little
while later Army personnel went
away. 27. When we returned to
our house we saw that it had been
looted. 28. We then went to Pandi-
virichchan and spent the night there.
29. The following morning we went
to Vidataltivu and got first aid
treatment at Government Dispens-
ary of Vidataltivu and stayed there.
30. Next we came in a vanto Poo-
nakari from where we travelled in
a ferry to Karativa and got ad-
mitted at General Hospital Jaffna
on arrival. 31. I am still hospitalised
and under treatment,

The visiting hours of the Jaffna
Hospital have been  changed from
430 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. in view of
transport difficulties.

The Chairman of the Jaffna Hos-
pital Committee Mr. C, V. K. Siva-
gnanam said ‘that an army shell had
fallen on Ward 24 (Children’s Ward)
and caused damage to the building,

He told the Hospital Commititee
wihch met recently that he had sent
the following telegram to the Mi-
nister of Teaching Hospitals, Mrs.
Sunethira Ranasinghe: ‘“Paediatrics
Ward Jaffna Hospital damaged by ar-
my shelling from Jaffna Fort. Request
intervention. Prevent repetition.”

DEATH TOLL 92

The Co-ordinating Officer of the
Tamils’ Citizens Committee has given
the following statistics of Tamils
who have been killed during the
month of September. Batticaloa 51
Trincomalee 15, Mullaitivu 06,
Jaffna 14, Mannar 03, Vavuniya 01,
other districts 02.

Presidential
Commission

An inquiry instituted by C.I.D.
officers under the orders of the
Presidential Commission has reve-
aled that six Ministers, six Directors
of. Corporations, some District Mi-
nisters, Members of Parliament and
High State officials have been
questioned,

A former Secretary to the Minis-
try of Fisheries, Mr. Anura Wee-
raratne 1S alleged to have been
‘indicted’ with 35 Charges. Tt was
stated that ‘stern action’ would be
taken against them,

—

-
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The USTA  strongly conde-
mns the incidents of looting at
gun point that have started to take
‘Place again in  the Jaffna pen-
~minsula, The USTA is hopeful
that the organisation that are
working towards the upliftment
of the Tamil community will take
all possible steps to bring these un-
social elements that are engaged in
these activities to book very early.
Those who are in control of the
law and order in the peninsula
should consider it as their prime
duty to protect every citizen of
this land. Especially they must pro-
tect those peonle who live n this
land with the community to serve
the community by sacrificing many
" of their personal benefits, although
they could live in comfort in foreign
countries. In this regard, we note
with deep regret the robbery which

took place at gun point at the
house of one of our
Kumaravadivel few days
ago and some other similar inci-
' the

colleagues,
Professor

A

THIRANAIVUKKATTURAIGAL:
by M. A. Nuhman, Published by
Amnam (Pvt.) Ltd., 2, Sivan Kovil
Street, Sivaganga, Tamil Nada, In-
dia. Price. Rs. 21. Pages 186.

Nuhman, a Sri Lankan Tamil re-
searcher, is emerging as a learned
critic in the great tyadition of late
Dr. K. Kailasapathi and Prof, Kaa.
Sivathampi, who gave a new dim-
ension to literary criticism.

The critical essays in this collec-
tion covering a wide range of sub-
jects give an insight into scveral
aspects of contemporary Tamil art
and literature and his free, frank
and fearless views borne out of

zdeep dispassionate and analytical

study help establish his credentials
as a critic, whose views can hardly
be ignored.

Himself a poet of repute, Nuhman
is at his best in the four or five
essays dealing with different aspects
of poetry and dramatic veise, on
which he throws new light quoting
profusely from many Tamil and
English works, ancient and modern,
of distinguished authors. -

Making a bitter attack on, ‘Ka-
viarangams’ (poets symposia) which.
he asserts, have brought down

RITICAL

houses of some of our

other col-

leagues some time ago.
It is our duty to let the pub-
lic know the difficulties and const-

raints under which the teachers in
the Science Faculty of the Jaffna
University are carrying out their
duties. Out of an approved acade-

mic cadre of seventy nine in the
Faculty of Science, we have only

Text of a Press statement by the
University Science Teachers Associ--
ation, University of Jaffna.

nineteen teachers in the grade of
Lecturer aud above. Jt is because
of the dedicated services of these
teachers that Science Faculty of the
Jaffna  University is still function-
ing. Each teacher is carrying out
the duties of four or five with the
help of few Assistant Lecturers. The
staff shortage is not due tnlack of
funds. Funds are allocated for the ap-

pointment of seventy nine teachers
in the Science Faculty. But we are
unable to find qualified teachers

the standards of Tamil poetry, by
mostly projecting ‘versifed lectures’,
he draws a line between poem and
verse. To him poetry is a genre
like short story, drama and novel
Poem is not simply versification of
ideas but something more; it s
the artistic expression of an emo-
tional experience which could appeaj
both to the intellect and the heart
of the reader at once. Poem is
not a song to be sung; it is meant
for being read and enjoyed in silence.

T |
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With this basic approach he  dis-
misses as ‘not poems at all® the
works of a noted poet who had
made a mark in ‘Kaviarangaws’
of yesteryears.

“Tamil cinema and its influence
in Sri Lanka. some thoughts on
national cinema’ is a brilliant stu-
dy of the mass media, which is

keeping under its magic spell lakhs
of youth, who have almost Jost

who are willing to serve here. Forty
five teachers have resigned from
their posts during the period 1975-
1985. Out of a total numbsr of
seventy three Assistant Leeturers re-
cruited to the Science Faculty of the
University of Jaffna during this ten
year period, only one is in service
after obtaining a postgraduate de-
gree. Although there are many
qualified Sri Lankan Tamils living
abroad, they do not come forward
to serve their motherland. Poor
salary, unsettled atmosphere and the
political situation in Jaffna are the
main reasons for their reluctance.

We hope that the Public and the
Organisations that work for the up-
liftment of the Community shall see
for themselves from the brief data
given above, the difficulties of the
Science Faculty of the Jaffna Uni-
versity and the dedicated services

rendered by the few teachers who
are still in service at Jaffna Uni-
versity under difficult conditions and
poor salary.

Every University teacher is striving
to improve the educational quality

their sense of direction,
escapism, lack of realism, star value
and the formula system as the main

Listing

characteristics of the present day
Tamil cinema, he explains now in
Tamil Nadu cinema is fast develop-
ing (or degenerating?) more as an
industry controlled by greedy money
bags with no aesthetic sense than
as an art form. In this context he
makes a mention of some bold ex-
periments in Sri Lanka, where Sin-
halese cinema has made great strides.

‘Bharathis genius’ and ‘Modernity
and Bharathi’ portray Bharathi as
a great thinker and creative writer
who reflected the modern  radical
trend of thought in social political,
economic and cultural fields of a
period inarking the transit.on from
the old to the new. He  also pays
attention to a relatively new field-

* the poet’s contribution to linguistics.

In one article, he details the <st-
riking similarity between T. Jana-
kiraman’s ‘Amma Vanthal’ and a
French novel by Maupassant in
theme, plot characterisation etc. As
an admirer of Janakiraman’s cre-
ative talent he refuses to believe
that it could be a case of plagia-

rism and simply wonders how two
great writers. separated by time
and distance had thought astonish-
ingly alike!

In fine, the collection is
impressive and informative.

—S. VISWANATHAN

quite
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of our Society. As far as the few
scientists who still remain in this
land are concerned, they are con-
tributing very much, for the uplift—
ment of this soil and its people,
sacrificing all the comforts they can
easily get in a foreign soil. Their
struggle for improving. the quality
of the Society will not end even
when the struggle for the liberation
of our Society ends. There cannot
be an enemy of the Society worse
than those who undermine the edu-
cationists and scientists in the So-
ciety. Incidents similar to that which
happencd to one of our colleagues
Professor Kumaravadivel will only
help to expedite the exodus of the
remaining few scientists and edu-
cationists from this land. We trust
the general public and other orga-
nisations will take note of this and
strive to eliminate incidents such as
the one mentioned above.

COBBLER - STIC
T0 YOUR LAST

Vijaya Kumaranathunge
and gone,

He came to Jaffna (on 21st Octo-
ber) he saw, but he did not con-
quer as he had expected and even
boasted about.

The problem is that he has still not
been able, like most politicians of
the South, to understand the Tamil
Militant mind.

The mind that spawns militants by
the day.

The mind that rules the North now.

For Tamil Eelam is a state of mind.

has come

A mind that could care less until
the final objective is achieved.

A mind that sometimes works in
devious ways.

But there is a method in the mad-
ness of the militant groups.

Equality, honour and dignity to the
Tamil people is the final goal.

Most people in the South, mes-
meriscd by the State - controlled media,
are living in a fool’s paradise.

They are fools, to say the
When will this foolishness
When, when,when? we ask.

The tragedy is that even Vijaya
Kumaranathunge could not see through
all this.

We think actors; ‘especially film
actors, should stick to their calling.

least.
end?
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YOUTHS CANNOT BE BILLIARD BALLS

It is our earnest desire that alj

who are assembled here give suffi-
cient thought on what the most il-
lustrious monk Swami Vivekananda
had proclaimed in the sphere of de-
velopment of our youth. “The his-
tory of the world is the history of
a few men who had faith in them-
selves. That faith calls out the di-
vinity within. You can do anything.
You fail only when you do not
strive sufficiently to manifest infi-
nite power. As soon as a man or
nation Joses faith, death comes.
“Today this is the position of our
people. “As one of your blood, as
one that lives and dies with you,
let me tell you that what we want
is strength, strength and every time
strength — physicdl strength, mental
strength, spiritual strength. A simple
story with great significance was
once related dy Swami Vivekananda
a to an earnest group of disciples
a mosquito sat long on the horn of
a certain bull. Then his conscience
troubled him and he said, “Mr. Bull,
I have been sitting here a long time,

perhaps I annoy you. I am sorry,
I will go away. But the bull re-
plied “Oh no, not at all! bring

your whole family and live on my
horn : What can you do to me?

(Continued from page 3)

Kitta: On the night of October,
around 9 p. m., Caplain Kotelawala
telephoned and personally volunteer-
ed to come to our camp and have
discussions to arrive at a settlement.
We have full confidence in him but
we did not like the idea of his com-
ing here because we felt he was com-
ing at the instigation of the state.
The Government could give a differ—
ent twist to  Captain Kotelawala’s
Mediation efforts and state that this
agreement was between an Army
officer and the ‘‘extremists”, Hence
we did not wish to have him as me-
diator. We, therefore, preferred
your mediation efforts.

A foreign reporter at the Press
conference (held in Jaffna by Vijaya
Kumaranathunge stated that he
had spoken to Col. Wimalaratne
Commander of the Jaffna Fort Ca-
mp who was ina distraught frame
of mind, about the two soldiers
and was prepared to have an exchange
of prisoners. :

Kitta: There you are. How can
they act in this manner without pri-
or consultations with the Govern-
ment. This will only be a facade to

Vijaya Talks....

A mosquito, however small, has
its own weight and capacity, for
annoying. It is conscience of ifs
strength, weight and capacity. What
it can never understand or even ima-
gine is the bull’s strength, weight
and capacity to bear burdens. With
respect to worldly troubles, prob-
lems, situations, ills, adversities, and
challenges, a strong man should care

of the means. When the means are
all right, the consequence merely

follows. When the cause is there,
the effect is bound to come. Proper
attention to the finishing strength-
ening of the means, is what is needed.
The means are the cause attention

to the means therefore, is the great
secret of work.

EXCERPTS FROM THE PAPER PRESENTED AT THE SEMI-
NAR ON “THE SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF OUR YOUTH AT
THE PRESENT TIME” BY SWAMI CHIDRUPANANDA OF THE
SRI RAMAKRISHNA SARADA SEVASHRAMA, POINT PEDRO.

as much as the bull for the mos-
quito on its horn. Swamiji prefaced

his story with the teaching ‘Nei-

. ther seek nor avoid, take what comes.

It is liberty to be affected by no-
thing ; do not merely endure, be
unattached. Remember the story of
the bull.’

Another most important thing we
all of us ignore the means to achieve
our lofty ideal. Oneof the defects
in our lives is that we are so much
drawn to the ideal and the poal is

so enchanting and alluring in our
mental horizon, that we lose sight

that they were also

tell the public
invited.

Vijaya: You are right. 1 came to
know that Captain Kotelawela had
given a list of 1] names to you. Is
it correct?

Kittu: That is not quite clear. The
names of persons and the places
where they were arrested were not
clearly indicated. Some names were
not even clearly written.

Vijaya: Al right. We will speak to
the Colonel and do the needful. We
shall strived our utmost to have
further talks with the Government
to see a way out but we must have
your final word that these soldiers
willnot be rcleased through Lalith
or Punchalingham (Government Ag-
ent of Jaffna) and you will not have
discussions with others. Any 1elease
must in the end come through our
meditation.

Kittu: We accept your suggestions
but you must come back and tell
us what concrete steps have been tak-
en in this dircction and every decisi-
on must be-made public. We do not
want any underhand dealings and
nzither will we accept false statements
at Government level, Please keep th-
ese in mind and be wary about the
Government,

Today,
physical
owth but

every youth  possesses
growth, intellectual gr-
lacks spiritual grow-
th. This growth from individ-
uality, to personality is a spirit-
ual growth. As late Bertrand Rus-

‘Onward

To most people in the North
(especially Christians) who were
(mis) fortunate to witness the spe-
ctacle on State television’s news spot
it wes an unbelievable and unedi-
fying sight. 1 refer, of course, to
the ceremony held at a Roman
Catholic Cathedral in Colombo last
week during which the regimental
colours of several battalions of the
armed forces were blessed by Church
leaders. The blessing of these bat-
talions was Prior to their departure
to the war front where they would
be rendering ‘dedicated and loyal
service’ to protect the ‘people’ of
this land’ and where they would be
involved in a righteous war against
the Tamil ‘terrorists’ of the North
and East. The Roman Catholic
Archbishop, Rt. Rev. Nicholas Mar-
cus Fernando was assisted in this
Service by the ‘Anglican Bishop of
Colombo, the Rt. Rev. Swithin Fer-
nando and the President of the
Methodist Conference, Rev. H. Fer-
nando. (In) appropriately enough
the processional hymn was onward
Christian Soldiers, macching as to

WAL ..

it is intriguing that in a country
where Buddhism is the State reli-
gion that the Christian Church should
play such a prominent role in san-
ctifying the efforts of the armed
forces, Further, it is unbelievable
that the Church should be involved
in blessing the veiy same armed
forces whose efforts at decimating
the Tamil population and whose
atrocities and killings have been well

Christan Soid

sel said, a mere individual is» like

a billiard ball.
He has only one relation with other

human beings in society namely colli-
ding. A billiard ball collides with<
other billiard balls. They cannot enter ...
into each other. But human beings
can communicate with each other,
and enter into each other. This is
what our present day education has
failed to fulfil. When a man grows in-
tellectually without corresponding sp-
iritual growth, without the growth
of heart, he becomes a rustic. Swa-
mi Vivekananda said **Well my boy
none lives except he who weeps for
others, the rest are more dead than
alive. When we speak of the social
development of the youth we all sh-

ould strife how best this spirit of
living for others have to be drilled
into the minds of the youth. “My
ideal is to preach unto mankind
their divinity and how to make it
manifest in every moment of life.”

e SR A s

iers’

documented by organisations both
here and abroad.
organisations = are Church related
Memories are short lived or surely
these Church leaders would have
recalled the two Roman Catholic=—
priests and the Methodist Clergyman
who were cold bloodedly murdered-
by Security personnel. The irony
is tragic.

Only one deduction can be made
from this and that is that the Church
hierachy of the South has decided
that, as in the ,past, it is wiser,
more popular and certainly safer to
toe the official line. Whilst in most
countries the Church in its fight
for justice finds itself at loggzrheads
with the powers that be, here in Sri
Lanka we have the dismaying spect-
acle of Church leaders falling over
themselves in their eagerness to sp-

out populist sentiment. By their
actions they reveal a total lack of
sensitivity to the plight of

Tamil people who are also a ‘peo-
ple of this land’. The ‘Tamil Times’
recent editorial headline ‘that ‘The
Church in Sri Lanka: More Sinhala,
Less Christian, seems to be unfor-
tunately borne out by such events.

To be a witnessing Church is not
easy. It entails pain and sacrifice
especially in a society where Chris-
tianity is in the minority. That, how-
ever, is the cross that the Church
in all parts of this country is call-
ed to bear. To witness to the truth-
and to hell with the consequences,

~D. C, A,

Several of these™.__

they



38

¥ 3

_ curity Forces and the Militant
~_«ths on 4th June 1986 and subsequ-
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The Fall Of Kilinochchi

Here we publish éxcerpts from a
memorandum submitted to the Secret-
ary General of the United Nations by

“the Citizens Committee of Kilinochchi.

We have been directed by the
Citizens Committee to bring to your
notice that Kilinochchi wasa sma-
il halt amidst the thick jungle in the
Northern Railway Line, in the pre-
independence era, became a fast de-
veloping town in the last two decad-
es. Located at the heart of it are
the public concerned  departments
like schools, hospitals, secretariat,
education, irrigation, railway, high-
ways, water works, petroleum corpo-
ration, transport board and public
market. This is one of the Ilargest
markets in the Northern part of Sri-
Lanka which supplied essential
items like rice, chillies, onions, dri-
ed fish, plantains etc., to the - other
provincial towns. Residents were
subsistence farmers. small scale bu-
sinessmen, public servants and dai-
ly wage earners. They all had full
time activities and had full of life.

In contrary, now consequent to
the confrontation between the Se-
You-

‘ent attack qf mortar shells from the

Army -Camp, bombing, helicopters
starting and  hurling fire- ball like
mechanisms,  and thereby houses
schools etc., were burnt and blasted.
52 innocent civilians died and many

Name of School:

Kilinochchi Mathya
Maha Vidyalaya

Details  of damage:

injured. These helicopters roamed
for hours, burning houses and blast-
ing buildings volleyed and thunder-
ed all over. The entire  residents to
a radius of two mtles have vacated
their residences through fear.

Estimate of loss
in Rupees:

Science and agricultural lab equip-
ments, chemicals, doors,

windows etc. 150,000
Parampankirai Gov- School buildings Office etc.
ernment Tamil Mix-
ed School 200,000
St. Theresa Girl’s School buildings and windows.
Maha Vidyalaya 100,000
Kilinochchi Hindu Temporary school building,
Maha Vidyalaya prayer hall furniture etc. - 72,000
Kilinochchi Kanista Buildings, quarters, doors, win-
Vidyalaya dows, tiles etc. 45,000
Tharmapuram School building 25,000
GTMS.
Murasumoddai Pillars of building tiles etc. 10,000
Murugananda MV.
Kanagapuram KV. Buildings, quarters tiles etc. 10,000
School Office.

Poonakari MV,

g ey~

THE MEDIA

All governments atiempt to mani-
pulate the media, some as a matter
of state policy, others for reasons
of expediency. 1In the first case the
media and the public know where
they stand. Problems arise when
a government claims to respect the
independence of the Press and then
seeks. to use it for questionable
ends. The credibility of both the
government and the Press suffers in
such a case.

President Reagan, rightly known
as the ‘‘great communicator’’, has
seen his credibility suffer a serious
jolt following the revelation in “THE

. WASHINGTON POST”’ that his admi-

- Mr. John M. Poindexter,

nistration concocted lies and planted
them in the press to destabilise Co-
jonel Gaddafi. He has acknowled-
ged that he personally approved a
secret plan, drawn up by his ad-
viser for mnational security affairs»
which in-
volved a “disinformation program-
me”’ designed to make Col. Gaddafi
think that he is faced with stiff
internal opposition and that the U.S.
is about to attack him onee again.
The acknowledgement has set off a

furore in the American Press,
pecially in those newspapers

by the administration. For the
American media, such brazen mani-
pulation of the news by the govern-
ment violates the freedom of the
Press which is enshrined in the
country’s constitution.

This editorial from ‘“The Times
of India® of 13th Octeber has
vita! relevance to the Sri Lanka
situation where the Government
iS manipulating the press to
an extent unknown in its 182-year .
history.

The shabby episode - has indeed
provoked the spokesman of the state

department, Mr. Bernard Kalb, (who
is also a distinguished journalist) to
tender his resignation. ‘““Anything
that hurts America’s credibility hurts
America ”?, he has said:

As far as the outside world is
concerned, this latest instance of
s“disinformation’® raises a number
of larger, .and potentially’ dangerous,
issues. For one thing, it is° clear

- -
which
had published these stories ‘leaked’

Inassessable,

once again that the Reagan admi.
nistration does not hesitate to throw
legal or constitutional niceties ' to
the winds in order to promote what
it perceives to be the national in-
terest.

It has convineed itself that nothing
—neither the most elementary norms
that govern relations between nations
nor self-proclaimed values, nor in-
deed public opinion—must be al-
lowed to stand in the way of
America’s efforts to have its way.
Might alone should matter—the rest
is of no consequence.

The other issue relates to the ex-
traordinary influence exercised world-
wide by the American media. The
manipulation of néws in the United
States can, and does, have a des.
tabilising effect elsewhere, especially
in the developing countries.  This
is not to condemn the Amerjcan
Press in toto, but only to argue
that excessive dependence on western,
particularly American, néws sources

is fraught with grim consequences.
One has only to recall that more
than three-fourths of the news now
circulating in the world flowsin a
single direction—from a handful of
western countries to the developing
world, These countries know that
information is also power and they
use it as such. The Reagan admi-
nistration’s  ‘‘djsinformation’’ plot
has served to drive home this point
with force and acuity.

" a Maths trained

Mas. Basil Francis, a year 12
science student of Kilinochchi MV.
was arrested by the Army while
walking along the road on ' 30th-
March 1986. A Joint effort by the
department of Education and his
parents to release him still remains
an unsolved mystery. Prior to this
incident two students of this schoo]
were  arrested. Paranthan Hindu
Maha Vidyalaya and St. Fatima
RCTMS lost one student each as
a result of shooting by the security
forces. Due to indiscriminate shoot—
ing of the army at Pallai Maha
Vidyalaya, one innocent civilian
died. When the school was in session
one of the students of Poonakari
MV was arrested which disturbed
the peaceful atmosphere that prevail-
ed in the school and the village.
A student of Kilinochchi HMYV
while running away of fear from
the patrolling army personnel died
of heart failure.

During the “Mopping Up* oper-
ation of security forces Mr. S. Mo-
hanadas an art teacher and Mrs. S.
Fernando a primary teacher both
from Hindu Maha Vidyalaya, were
shot dead and Mr. Eeswaramoorthy
teacher sustained
serious injurics. When the Murasu-
moddai  Murugananda Vidyalaya
was in session, a helicoptor opened
fire, as a result the entire students
and teachers ran helter — skelter.
Mr. Keerthipongalan, staff of the
Uruthirapuram MV was seriously
injured as a result of acrial shoot-
ing. Mr. S.Thirukumaran an Arts Gra-
duate Teacher serving in one of the
up country - schools, was arrested
during the school vacation still un-
der detention for no reason.

In view of the foregoing facts and
due to the dreadful situation that
prevails here, the attendance in
schools have declined drastically.

Due to theforegoing facts, Term
Examinations were not held and in
view of the tension thatis prevail-
ing here, majority of the year el
even students have not applied for

their final General Certificate Ex-
amination (Ordinary Level).

Hence we the Citizens’ Committee
and The Essential Service Committee
adopt the following resolutions on
behalf of the public, during the mass
meeting held on 17th October.

Never intimidate students by en-
tering school premises. Release BASIL
FRANCIS immediately. Refrain from

(Continued on page 12)
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RECRUITMENT OF NEW UMPIRES

The Executive Committee of the
Jaffna Cricket Umpires  Asso-
ciation has decided to conduct
Seminars and Lectures on
Laws of Cricket for Recruitment
of New Cricket Umpires at Jaffna
Hindu College, on the dates men-

tioned below.

TIME : 10.00 AM., to 1.00 P.M,
DATES:

SATURDAY NOV. Ist. - 1986
Sunday 3 2nd. - 1986
Saturday - gth. - 1986
Sunday & 9th. - 1986
Saturday e 15th. - 1986
Sunday ) 16th - 1986
Saturday I 22nd - 1986

Date of Examination: Sunday 23rd

November 1986, from 10-00 A. M.

HOA Deplores Jatfa Hospital Shelling

The Government Medical Offi-
cers’ Association (GMOA) bas
issued a press release on the
shellihgs of Jaffna Hospital. Here’s
the text. :

It has been brought to the notice
of the GMOA by our men}bership
working in the Jaffna Hospital that
they are facing a grave danger as
the hospital has and continues fo

Jaffna

The inter-school football season
in the North commenced last week.
The results were as follows:-

The Skanda Varodaya vs St. Jolm’s
College was played on the latter’s
grounds. The Johnians .won  the
Tst Fleven and -3rd levenE
matches, The Johnian First Ele-
ven beat ~Skanda by one goal
to nil, The only goal for the Joh-
nians was scored by Yogananda. St.
John’s Third Eleven beat Skandg

The Fall Of....

(Continued from page 11)

shelling to schools. Do not kill
Teachers. Stop bombing and blast-
ing of schools. Do not take teachers
to the camp and torture them Grant
amnesty to all political detainees at
Boosa and other Camps, and re.
move the Army Camp which is in
the heart of the town of Kilinochchi,

Further we wish to point out that
if the Security Forces suspect that
there are militant youths. camped in
a particular village, under the pre-
text of “Mopping up’® and “Flushing
out’’militants,the entire village includ-
ing children,students,women and elder-
ly persons are massacred, houses and
property burnt and the reasons for
the extra judicial killings and mur-
ders of the innocent civilians are
very often explained as “CAUGHT
IN CROSS FIRE’. These are very
unsatisfactory state “of affairs which
are highly deplorable.

SCHOOL BOY KILLED
(Continued from page 1)
‘#The Doctors at the Jaffna Ge-
neral Hospital did their best to
save his life but it was all in vain.
' Instead, he went somewhere else,
“Caught in the cross-fire’”’, ¥ Lan-
kapuwath would say. :

Soccer Scene

be the arena in the conflict between
the army and the militants. It is
also unfortunate that innocent pati-
ents too have to live in fear of
death and also the = fact that the
hospital buildings are constantly sub-
Jected to damage in these confron-
tations.

The Jaffna GMOA Branch has
resorted to trade union action to

—o— e S 7 e

The
2nd Eleven which is considered a

by two goals to nil. Skanda

strong team beat St. John’s

two goals to nil.

by

St. Patrick’s Ist Eleven and 3rd
Eleven played the Jaffna Central at
the former’s  grounds. Patrician
Third Eleven beat Central by three
goals to one: While the Patrician

First Eleven trounced the Centra-
lites by cight goals to nil. S. D.
Neville scored 4 goais. The poor

showing of the Centralites may
be attributed to their lack of match
practice.
unds is now out of bounds beca-
use of the vicinity of the Jatfna
Fort Army camp. So their prac-
tice sessions are now held at Stan-
ley College Grounds. 1t is hoped
that with more practice they  will
give a better account of themsel-
ves in the other maiches.

A Soccer friendly played between
St. John’s College and St. Patrick’s
College, was witnessed by a vast
gathering of soccer fans onthe for-
mer’s grounds at Chundikuli.

In the “A” Division, St. Patrick’s
beat St. John’s by 3-1. The Patrici-
ans shot into thelead by a succes-
sion of 2 goals. Although the Johni-
ans scored a goal before the lemon
break, they missed many scoring
opportunities. Before the final whistle
the Patricians were able to net an-
other goal.

In the «“B’’ Division St. Patrick’s

beat St. John’s by 1-0. The «C”
Division match was won by St.
John’s 2-1.

(Report by G. S. Saverimuttu of
St. Patrick’s)

brought this matter

Their fine Esplanade Gro- -

protest against this situation, which
arises as a rzsult of an army camp
being located in close proximity to
the Jaffna Teaching Hospital, which

. has the facilities above a Provincial

Hospital in the entire Northern
Province.

The GMOA Branch in Jaffna has
to the notice
of the authorities directly and through
the parent body of the GMOA ur-
ging that action be taken to resolve
this situation, but so far no tangi-
ble action has been taken in this
regard.

We have now been informed that
the hospital has for the 4th time

suffered damage and has become a

most dangerous and unsafe place
to be in. :
While we fully appreciate the

circumstances under which the Se-
curity Forces are operating in Jaffna,
we cannot understand how a situ-
ation like this could be avoided as
long as the hospital and the army
camp are closely situated.

Further, we wish to point out that
however grave the situation is in Jaffna
we cannot afford to expose the hos-
pital to the dangers described above
in view of the nature of the service
rendered by it and particularly in
view of the patients associated with
it, and also considering the measures
adopted internationally in situations
of this nature.

In the circumstances, the GMOA
regrets the delay on the part of
the authorities in taking suitable
action to ensure the safety of both
doctors and patients of this hos-
pital as well ‘as_the proetection of
the buildings on the premises. This
is a very delicate and serious mattey
needing careful but urgent attention,
and thus it is the sole responsibi-
lity of the authorities to find a
quick and reasonable solution to
this matter in order to avoid a pos-
sible calamity taking place.

The GMOA therefore states that
it is§ most fconcernedf about this si-
tuation and willing to intervene or
co-operate in any way towards

this end and in the meantime de.
mand the relevant authorities to
take immediate policy and practi—
cal decisions in this connection.

The GMOA has already- brought
this situation to the notice of the
Teaching Hospital Ministry and
has also sought an interview with
the Minister of National Security
to discuss this matter and hopefully

expect this would bring about a rea-
sonable solution to this grave prob-
lem.

IN MEMORY OF

"MANIMALA

KATHIRGAMANATHAN

Birth In God’s Hands
19th June 2nd November
1966 1985

Closer had 1 been with you,

When the serpent’s sting caused you
woe.

Wouldn’t you have pulled through?

But fate decreed it so.

Wouldn’t you tell me why you went?
Without a word or whisper lent.

What offence to you, dear,1 meant?
Shan’t T know it for heart’s content?

Jeyam and Parents
Kokuvil

MATRIMONIAL

Marriage partners professionals
and others available, even vegeta—

rians in all castes and religions.
Mangala -~ Agency, Koiyathoddam,
Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
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