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The ethnic preblem caanot be solved
withoat direct talks between the Go-
vernment and the militant groups at
the highest levels.

We have said that on so many
earlier occasions. We repeat it now.

The Tamil United Liberation Front -

can only play a marginal role in
the present situnation.
It is the militant groups who matter.

President Jayewardene’s visit to India
today  for the 2nd SAARC Summit
~ Conference offers him an opportanity
to initiate a direct dialogue with
them. :

The militants’  leaders, including
Velupillai Prabhakaran of the [iber-
“ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (the
most formidable group), have said

that they are mot averse to talks
with the Government.
The - President also is on a more

sensible course than acting through
‘Brokers’ which has been the situ-
ation up to nmow, and is on  record
as stating that he would like to
meet them. (See SR of 30th March).

Of course, both sides have laid
down certain conditions. This is quite
understandable. It is ail part of the
negotiating process.

Manthikai
_.Hospital Shelled

Doctors, Nurses and other em-
ployees of the - Manthikai Hospi-
tal staged a walk out on 12th
November after the hospital was
shelled from the air. The office of
the District Hospital, the Library
and the Wards were badly damag-
wtd.

They have lodged a protest with
the Minister of Health, the Pre-
sident and the Minister of Nationa]
Security over this ‘dastardly inci-
dent? ;

MUNICIPA1 COUNCIL
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Direct Talks

But a resolution of the ethnic problem
cannot wait. The entire country  and
all the communities are losing heavily
because of the delay to come to real
grips with the problem, at the crux of
which is a more equitable sharing of
state power and all that flow from it,

Certain people in certain circles,
including from within the ruling
United National Party, are making
funny noises. These people cannmot be
described as patriots in the true sense
of the term.
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What do these people want? Per-
sonal power? At the cost of thousands
of more lives, many of them in-
nocents? At the cost of economic re-
tardation of the country? At the cost of
cntire generations of Sinhalese, Tamils
and Muslims yet unborn?

There should he a special place in
Hell for all those who stand in the
way of a reasonable settlement 'of the
ethnic problem. For they are help-

ing to create a Hell in Sri Lanka,
Who wants to endup in Hell?

R S sp——— s

THE WEEK THAT WAS

Proposed Swap F lops

The week began on a rather promis—
-ing note —the likelihood of the Secu-
rity Forces and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) swapping
prisoners.

On Sunday morning (9th Novem-
ber), Colonel Ananda Wijesckera,
Capt. Kotelawela and 12 soldiers—
all of them unarmed — stepped out
of the Jaffna Fortto be greeted by
the LTTE’s Rahim and Thileepan
who then introduced them to Kittu,
the LTTE Jaffna Commander. After
the  usual exchange of greetings,
the party drove to a house near the
Jaffna Secretariat where the exchange
of prisoners was discussed.

During the discussions, the 2 s;oll7
diers — Lt. Ajit Chandrasiri and Ri-
fleman Bandara—who were captured
by LTTE militants at Adampan
about a month ago, were brought
in; Lt. Chandrasiri, who was unable
to walk because of a leg injury,
was carried in by a LTTE militant.

Most of . the conditions laid down
by the LTTE for the release of these

2 soldiers were accepted. Tt was
tentatively agreed that the prisoner
swap would take place on Monday
(10th November).

The Colonel then expressed a wish
to pay a courtesy call on a long-
standing friend and soccer colleague
—M:. E. Kanagalingam, former Prin-
cipal of Palaly Teachers’ Training
College and one-time Secretary of
the Jaffna Football Association,
Kittu arranged for the two pals to
meet and swap reminiscences at Mr,
Kanagalingam’s house.

On Monday, large crowds gathered
near the Jaffna Fort, hoping
10 waich the prisoner-exchange.

They were in for a big disap-
pointment. Communication snags
between  Colombo and  Jaffna

had umexpectedly snarled up the
exchange programme. Even at the
time of going to press, the swap—
which seemed almost a foregone
conclusion — hasn’t taken  place,
And it doesn’t seem likely to take
place — for some time at least.
The reason? Vallai.

JAFFNA UNDERGRADS
FAST

Jaffna University undergraduates
launched a fast campaign on Thurs-
day (13th November), demanding the
unconditional release of fellow — un—
dergraduate Arunagirinathan Viji-
tharan—a third-year Commerce stud-
ent—who mysteriously disappeared
trom  the house where he was board-
ed, on the night of 4th November.

The undergrads have been boy-
cotting lectures since 7th November
to protest the disappearance.

While all the militant groups have
categorically stated that they have
nothing to do with Vijitharan's di-
Sappearance, the undergrads main-
tain that it is impossible for Viji-
tharan to have disappeared just like
that, especially when Jaffna is under
the firm conirol of the freedom fi-
ghters.

As arun-up to the fast, protest-
ing undergrads blocked the Palaly
Road and the KKS Road on

Monday and Tuesday (10th, 11th
November; for 2 hours, in an at-

“tempt to draw the attention of the

public to Vijitharan’s plight.

Student sources say that if Viji-
tharan is not released by the 18th,
volunteers will begin a fast-unto-
death in relays. They also state that
the undergrads of all the Faculties
in the Jaffna University are back-
ing them up fully.

Student organisations
organisations too have come out
strongly against the disappearance
of Vijitharan—an involuntary disap-
pearance, they allege.

and mass

The friendly discussions on Sun-

day (9th November) took place
against the background of fierce
running battles between the LTTE

and the Security Forces at Valvet-
titurai on Friday and Saturday (7th,
8th. November). Naval boats came
under heavy LTTE fiite on Friday
when they attempted to off-load
men - and materials at the VVT camp.

- The Naval personnel eireated and

(Continued on page 8 )
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS INTER-
NET REPORT

September Issue aims to keep the
Human Rights Community informed
about major international and na-
tional developments as they affect
Human Rights worldwide.

FORUM v
A fortnightly publication of News
and Views.
TAMIL TIMES y
Published monthly, infer alia, to
expose and focus attention on many
issues including the growing menace
of State: terrorism .and the under-
mining of the coastitutional and el-
ectoral processes in Sri Lanka.

GOVIYA it

‘A Monthly publication directed to
the aspirations of ~the farmer—his
life and his necdsrSipRs e T

Six Views: Of Non -V
Peacc Research. \
A pamphlet by Prof. Theodore Her-
man” of Colgate = University, publi-
shed by the Non - Violent Direct
Action Group in Chavakachcheri.
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The Caspersz-Devananda Mission

Tamils here are generally aware

that there are some in the South who
" understand * their problems and

as-
pirations and also try to do some-
thing about them. On the 1st Nov,
at the Lakshman Wickremasinghe
memorial meeting held at” St. John’s
College they had the chance of hear-
ing two of them in the flesh-name-
ly Fr. Paul Caspersz and Fr. Yo-
han Devananda. They addressed a
meseting of the MIRJE the day fol-
lowing. Fr. Paul left on 3rd Nov-
ember and Fr. Yohan remained un-
til 6th November. They had also
come to see and listen, to get a
feel of -the mood in Jaffna.

The difficulty of doing the laiter
spzcially that of discerning the more
potent and less visible currents, was
clearly recognised by the speakers.
In his address at St. John’s College
Fr. Paul referred to the trial of
St. Paul by King Agrippa around
60 A.D. The charge against St. Paul
was he maintained that a shadowy
figure called Jesus Christ who had
died three decades ago was yet alive,

In the -world of Caesars, Pilates and

Agrippas, who but the most. discern-
ing would have known that Christ
and St. Paul would by far outshine
them all, making the former foot—
notes to their story? One may add,
would a visitor to Athens in-+399-B.C,
the year of the judicﬁl murder of
Socrates, have discerned amidst the
doings of the mighty, the spiritual
turmoil and anger of a young man

named Plato who would not merely -

immortalise Socrates but would in-
fluence the course of ideas for cen-
turies to come?

Fr. Paul went on to say that he
was a lesser Paul whohad come to say
that Bishops Lakshman Wickremas-
inghz and Leo Nanayakkara were
yet alive and will remain alive in
the minds of the people. The his-
tory of the Church in Ceylon, he
said, had two phases-the exclusivist
phase until about 1956 and the next
phase, marked by Pope John’s Va-
tican II, when the Church had
moved out of its confines into an
ecumenical movement  embracing

" other denominations and also in Cey-

lon towards a dialogue with other
faiths. Lakshman and Leo -were
pioneers of the second phase in Cey-
lon. - During this phase the Church
had imbibed some of the ambient
Sinhala chauvinism. To illustrate this
he gave the experience of an old
parish priest in Kandy. During the
communal attacks of 1977 the Church
becamé an .unofficial refugee camp
foi Tamils with thé parishioners
helping out. But «in- 1983 the youth
of _the Church told the priest that
if he was helping Tamils, he wag
on his own. The priest was reduc-

_Tamils

ed to tears. This imbibing of chau-
vinism was the price paid by the
Church for what was at its incep-
tion a good thing. Lakshman and
Leo were men of great compas-
sion and vision who understood this
and tried to steer the Church and
nation towards recognising the rights
of their Tamil brethren.

Fr. Yohan spoke of his long
friendship with Bishop Lakshman
fiom school at Royal through their
sojourn in England through Oxford
and Cambridge. They  were made
very conscious of their westernisa-
tion and of a need to go to their nati-
ve roots. This had initially made them

was being signed by persons of
eminence throughout -the land.

Their approach

Fr . Paul’s account of the chan-
ging role of the church gives a
fair insight into their approach to
the present crisis. Their debt
Marxian historicism, was evident
in uses of sueh expressions as
‘the judgement of history’ and
‘progressive forces’ Their Christian
vocation was reflected in the exp-
tession ‘militant non --violence.” In
their reading the Tamil youth tak-
ing up arms against staie oppres—

sion was essentially a progressive

by

Rajaﬁ Hoole

Sinhalese  nationalists, somewhat
oblivious of Tamil aspirations. The
suffering and the alienation of the
impressed on them the
urgency of having to make amends.
In the wake of the ’83 violence
Lakshman disobeyed medical advice
to undertake an arduous two mo-
nths of activity visiting Tamil vict-
ims, during which ~period he was
often moved to tears. His ensuing
death may be said to have been
in the Christian- spirit- having suff-
ered vicariously for the sins of others.

Fr. Yohan pointed out that many
Sinhalese too were beéing detained
under the PTA and. that many

Sinhalese too were victims of opp-
ression. He went on to describe
Lakshman’s role in the workers’
strike of 1980 andin the peasant
struggle against the takeover of
their lands by sugar multi-nationals.
Bishop Laksman’s stance was desc-
ribed as militant non-violence that
actively opposes injustice and yields
nothing to the oppressor. :

address - Fr. Yohan
that

During  his
read our a petition for peace

Quotable Quote

John  Steinbeck. on book-burning:
[t is wonderful that even today, with
all the competition of radio, television,
motion pictures and records, the book
has kept its precious character.

A book is somehow sacred. A dicta-
tor can kil! and maim people,
sink to any kind of tyranny and only
be hated. But when books are burned
the ultimate in tyranny has happened.
This we cannot forgive.

Sént I)y: o }
A. Puthumainayagam

_ ined - that

can -

response which has brought into
the community certain evil effects.
It was now the task of the Tamil
community to cleanse the rebellion
of its sinful manifestations by the
mobilisation of  peoples’ power.
Fr. Yohan later speke of a wonder-

ful instance of people’s power in
action near where he was staying
in Colombuthurai. 4

-~

-~

If this approach is stretched a little
further we may have what  many

Sinhalese intellectuals have mainta-
the  Sinhala only act
of 1956 was an essentially progressivis

(Continued on ' page T7)
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Sports Newsreel

Noithern Sports - lovers are in
luck’s way. A brand new monthly
magazine—The Sports Newsreel —
catering specially te- their interests
was released last Saturday.

The Publishing organisation—head-
ed by Dr. J.P.C. Phillips—states
in a press release «“Since there are
no periodicals and / or newspapers
devoted solely for sports, the pub.
lication of a monthly sports magazine
The Sports Newsreel was proposed
and unanimously accepted by all
lovers of sports®. SN

The press rclease goes on to say

-“Our -objective can never be realised

without the active support and posi-
tive patronage of the sports-loving or-
ganisations in the-Northern - Region.”

~ e

- THANKS

My grateful thanks to the Most
Sacred Heart -of Jesus, - Our Lady

of Perpetual Succour, St. Theress.
of the Little Flower and St. Jude
for "a special favour.
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: In interviews with the natjonal
and foreign press following the pub-
lication, on 10 September 1986, of
Amnesty International Report
~«Disappearances’’ in Sri Lanka. Yyou
have expressed regret that the re-
port did not cover all aspects of
the problem of ‘disappearances’ in
the country as it failed to take ac-
count of information the government
had provided to the United Nations
Working Group on Disappearances :
vou also suggested that Amnesty
International should forward com-
plaints regarding individual cases to
the Tnspector General of Police.
Subsequently the Chairman of the
Media Centre. Department of Infor-

mation. said that Amnesty TInter—
national should initiate legal action
in the Sri Lankan conrts about
“disappearances’’.

T -will respond to these suggestions
below but first T would like to ex—
press Amnesty International’s grave
concern about the sorrow and anguish
which the families of the ‘“disap-
“peared”” continue to experience be-
cause the fate of their missing re-
latives, or their whereabouts, remain,
to date. uncertain. One month after
the publication of the report listing
data on 272 cases of “disappearances”’
—most of which had already been
drawn to the government’s attention
~on previous occasions — none of these
cases have been clarified by the Sri
Lanka Government (although Amnes-
ty International was glad to receive
confirmation from other sources that
two of them, Sittu Nagalingam and
Karunakaran Subramaniam, alias
Vadivel, are now held in Welikada
Prison). You may recall that, since
August 1985, Amnesty International
had repeatedly asked to receive such
information. Nor has an indepen-
dent impartial investigation been
“established into the grave allegations
that in all these cases there are

~nstrong reasons to belicve that mem-

bers of the Sri Lanka security forces
have taken these persons away,
subsequently to deny any knowledge
of their arrest and whereabouts.
This is especially disturbing since,
after the publication of the Amnesty
International report, over 30 more
cases of “disappearances’’ have been
reported to Amnesty International,
details of which I will shortly be
conveying to your office.

Allow me now, Your Excellency,
" to address the main issues which
have arisen in public comments

made by government officials. You
may recall I have already sent a

Rej
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commentary on some of the points
initially raised by you in radio in-
terviews of 10 September 1986. In
view of queries our organization

- continues to receive about the various

government statements made in res-
pect of <disappearances’
Lanka, and inorder to clarify Am-
nesty International’s position thereon,
Amnesty International plans to make
the information in this letter pub-

licly available.
Amnesty International is greatly
disappointed that, despitz the de-

tailed eye-witness testimony offered
in ite report, some of which has
also been relied upon by the Sri
Lankan courts, the government has
dismissed some particularly well
documented reports of <disappea-
rances’’ out
in a radio interview with the British
Broadcasting Corporation of 10 Sep-
tember, you were asked about the
«disappearance’” on 17 May 1985
of some 40 young men, most of

Text of the

letter

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL,
National Securiiy.

s La

10 =S

of hand. For example.

sent by Iam Martin,
to Lalith Athulathmudali,

killings took place. Amnesty Inter-
national is concerned that the govern-
ment appears to have disregarded
the serious reservations which the
High Court judge trying Paul Nal-
lanayagam expressed about the case
as put by the state counsel. The
judge said he doubted that the state
counsel could be believed when de-
nying that the Special Task Force
had made any arrests in the area
on that day.

Ammesty [nternational respectfully
recornmends that the government now
order a review of the substantial
evidence put on record during the
trial of Paul Nallanayagam about
the occurrence of ‘“disappearances’’
in the Eastern Province, ths area
from which most ‘disappearances’’
are now reported. Available infor-
mation should be put before a fully
independent  body to impartially
investigate these and other reports
of “disappearances’  described in
Amnesty International’s report. [

General of
Minister of

them from Natpattimunai in the
Eastern Province, alleged to have
been taken away by Special Task
Force personnel, ordered to dig
their own graves, shot, their bodies
subsequently being disposed of in
secret. In response, you stated that
the allegations were ‘‘utterly false”
and suggested that the place where
the men were allegedly killed was
searched and nothing was found.

These observations, Amnesty In-

ternational belicves, contradict the

evidence put on record and accepted
by the High Court judge trying
Paul Nallanayagam, the President of
{he Kalmunai Citizens Committee,
who was recently acquitted of charges
of making false statements and
spreading rumours brought after he
spoke to the foreign press about
the incident. During his trial, seve-
ral witnesses came forward to testify
about the arrest of the ‘disap-
peared” by Special Task Force per-
sonnel — without  their statements
being challenged by the prosecution.
Evidence was put on record that
a police party and some of the
parents had found an unidentified
body and the shirt and identity
card bearing the name of one of
the “disappeared”’, Thambimuthu
Packiarajah (case no. 213 in the
Amnesty International report), at
the place where the alleged secret

would like, respectfully, to reiterate
that Amnesty International believes
it is important that such a body
be given effective powers to enforce
the atiendance and cooperation of
witnesses, together with the means
to protect them and to make on -
site  investigations. In  accordance
with Sri Lanka’s obligations under
relevant United Nations resolutions,
the Government should, Amnesty
International respectfully recomme-
nds, ensure the legal accountabi-
lity of security authorities responsi-
ble for human rights abuses causi-
ng peopls to “disappear.”

In a statement of 29 September,
the Chairman of the Media Centre
questioned the validity of the source
material relied upon in the Amnesty
International report; - notably the
value of sworn statements by relatives
and others testitying to ‘disappea—
rances”. He suggested that Amnesty
International should bring such cases
to the courts in Sri Lanka, so that
witnesses could be subjected to cross-

examination by counsel for the
government. :
As described above, during the

trial of Paul Nallanayagam, several
witnesses came forward to testify to
the arrest of persons whose ‘“dis-

appearance” was also described in
the Amnesty International report.

Amnesty International believes it is

significant that
the counse! for the state
opportunity to cross-examine  these
witnesses on the evidence they had
given about the arrest of the ‘dis-
appeared’® and thas make an attempt
to question the validity of the state-
ments they had made that they had
seen “‘disappeared’’ persons being taken
away by the Special Task Force.
Amnesty International believes that
sworn evidence by eye-wiinesses is
a credible and important source of
information about ‘‘disappearances’’

in Sri Lanka, apart from the other
sources Amnesty International has

rclied upon in order to cross—check
the detailed information presented
in its report about the 272 cases of
“disappearances.”

on no occasion” dig
take the

While welcoming the statement
by the Chairman of the Media Centre
that the safety of witnesses filing
petitions in the Sri Lankan courts
will be guaranteed, Amnesty Inter—
national believes that the main rea-
son why -relatives have not felt
able to approach the Sri Lankan
courts is the widespread fear of re-
percussions they have expressed if
they were to make statements in
court implicating members of the
security forces in the arrest of per—
sons who subsequently “disappeared”’.
Nearly all relatives or other witnes-
ses who contacted Amnesty Inter-

national or the United Nations
Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary  Disappearances have

expressed fea:s of repercussions if
their identitics were disclosed and
Amnesty International indeed belicves
they would face the risk of being
arrested, tourtured or themselves be-
ing made to ‘‘disappear.”

As one example, we quote from

a letter written on 10 September
1986 by one of the relativeg
of the fifty-three persons whose
“disappearance’’ from the village
of  Cheddikulam on 2 Decem-
ber 1984 is described in the Am-
nesty International report: <Our

several appeals to the government
authorities had either been not rep-
lied (to) or they informed us that
their forces did not take these men
into custody. If an inquiry is held
by any impartial person so that
the witnesses will not be exposed
to revenge by the state the whole
village, men and women, including
children, will give evidence to the
effect that these men totalling over
fifty-three were forcibly taken away
by the army in (a) truck-on 2.12.1984
from Cheddikulam”’.

Furthermore, in your statement
of 10 September, you suggested that

Amnesty International complain to
the Inspector General of Police. Am-

nesty International wrote on 18 Sept-
ember to the Inspector General of

(Continued on page 5)
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FOREIGN VIEWS

Text of the editorial which ap-
peared in THE HINDU (28th
October, 1986).

P

lhc Governnient of India cle-
arly expects its MGR-aided efforts
to clinch a political scttlement for
the Sri Lankan Tamils to reach a
decisive stage by the time the Pri-
me Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi,
and the Sri Lankan President, Mr.
J. R. Jayewardene, meet in Bangalore
in mid-November during the sum-
mit of the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation. The
spirit of urgency demonstrated at

this point is commendable, given
the tremendous human, political
and economic toll taken by the

Sri Lankan state's continuing war
against the Tamils in which the
armed militants haye shown a
growing capacity to hit back or
T¢taliate. But the question is whe-
ther enough has been done . to
bridge the still formidable gap
between the two sides or antago-
nists on some of the core issues.
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi’s recent breezy
assertion, at a press club meeting
in  Sydney,¢that the official Sri-
Lankan proposals werc ‘‘quite
good” even if one or two questi-
ons needed “clarification’ suggests
that the element of superficiality
that has characterised his adminis-
tration’s handling of the Tamil
question in Sri Lanka persists. The
basic framework of TIndia’s post-
1983 policy has been well construed:
it remains committed to a politi-
cal solution that offers a d:cent
measure of self-administering oppo-
rtunities to the Sri Lankan Tamils
within the framework of a united
Sri Lanka. But the point is that the
alternative to Eelam—a politico-mil-
itary proposition which democratic
opinion in India definitely does not,
support—must be substantive, just
and capable of being worked over
a sustained period, if it is to be
a solution at all. And in this
context some lessons - from the
recent past can be learnt. Annexure
C, a sound general framework
for a political solution  which
emerged in December 1983 follow-
ing high -level discussions between
Colombo and New Delhi, represe-
nts a positive model (that was
shot down for no apparent reason,
even self-serving, by Mr. Jayewardene)
even as the document which surfaced

in August-September 1985 as a
result of the Rajiv-Romesh Bhand-
ari diplomacy must B3erve as a
lesson by negative example. At its
lowgst point in 1985, official Indian
policy revealed superficiality in the
approach to the core issues,

in the face of
sctbacks and obstacles, a  du-
bious choice of official perso-
nnel to handle the issues on cruc-
ial occasions. and a tendency fo
compromise on the baseline in
the attempt to find a quick soluti-
on. The lapse proved costly for
the credibility of india’s policy line
and It took months to correct the
framework of the exercise (with
the Chidambaram mission to Col-
ombo in April-May 1986 pioving
the substantive exercise that made
the difference).

vaciilation

side stands the
progress made on the
were taken up inthe

On the positive
measurable
issues which

two rounds of talks between the
Sri Lankan Government and the
Tam'] United = Liberation Front

in Colombo and subsequently through
India’s good offices. The detailed
documentation available to this news-
paper on the package offered by

Tamil demand for a single linguistic
region or unit to which legislative
and executive power must be devolv-
ed. Unfortunately, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi-
in his policy deliberations, has seem-
ed toundervalue the issue; at points
in his handling of this vital detail,

he seemed to be under some mis-
conception that the northern and
eastern provinces (which the Sri

Lankan Tamils claim as their home-
land) are non-contiguous, that is
divided by some wedge of Sinhala
territory. New Delhi must make a
correction in its policy line on thid
point very quickly: the resolution of
the unit of devolution issue cannot
be postponed and made to wait on the
implementation of the rest ot the pac-
kage : indeed the package must be ex-
pected tostand or fall on this question.
It is not that the Government of India
needs to take a rigid or dogmatic
line on the merger issue: the point
is that no package that does not

resolve this question skilfully, to the

SRI LANKA:

RAJIV MUST

GET HIS

ACT TOGETHER

Colombo plus indications of what
realists on the Famil side hope to
get by way of improvement suggest
that Indian policy must persist in-
telligently. but without cutting corn-

ers, in its constructive endeavour
of bridging the gap. in general, a
worthwhile advance has been made

on the broad constitutional and leg-
islative arrangements relating to the
devolution of powers to the proviu-
cial councils and on specific areas re-
lated to law and order, land and educa-
tion. These aspects of the negotia-
tions, and the competent and clear-
sighted way in which the TULF
appears to have steered the discus-
sions towards the essentials of the
reasonable demands and aspirations
of the Sri Lankan Tamils, have tak-
en the process forward in a signifi-
cant way-despite some cynical at-
tempts on both sides to belittle the
progress. But a  worrying gap
remains on issues that are import-
ant. The main issues from the Sri
Lankan Tamil standpoint relate to
the unit of devolution-and here the
separate provincial councils .frame-
work for the mnorth and the east
conspicuously falls short of the basic

reasonable satisfaction of both sides
can be sold to the Tamil camp ag
a whole. A second issue that must
be resolved to the satisfaction of
those who are asking for devolution
relates to the subject of land. The
basic Tamil demand is that State
land within a province other than
the land used for Ilegitimate Cen-
tral Government functions must. be
vested with the province. The Go-
vernment of India must appreciate
the substantive as well as the emo-
tive significance of this demand in

a socio economic_and political con—

text where State=sponsored colonisa-
tion with a chauvinistic goal has
been the long-term policy. Thirdly,
the devolution of legislative (as
much as- executive) power on the
Tamil areas must be real, in con-
cept as well as practical detail. All-
owing the central parliament overrid-
ing legislative powers even in relal-
tion to subjects in the provincial
list = on the. claim that the ‘unitary’
nature of the Sri Lankan constitu-
tion of 1978 mandates this-will make
nonsense of the concept, and event-
pally the reality, of devolution. It
also invites the alienated” Tamil re-

sponse: ‘it’s your constitution, there-
fore your problem, Related to this
is the hardly subtle overloading of
the reserved and concurrent lists in
the Sri Lankan official package, at
the expense of the provincial jur-
isdiction. A fourth issue that clear-
ly worries the Tamils is the un-

trammelled nature of emergency po-

wers which the executive president
will retain in  the package vis-a-vis
the Tamil areas; given the track re-
cord of Sri Lanka where the state
of emergency has seemed the rule
rather than the exception, the sweep-
ing enabling provisions are bound to
be perceived as a Damocles’ sword
hanging over self-administering pro-
spects for the Tamils.

These are the major problems that
must be addressed non-superficially
and resolved if a political settlement
is to be given a genuine chance.
Aside from this, the challenge of
dealing with the aspirations and go-
als of the militant organisations—
and especially the LTTE led by Mr.
V. Prabakaran-in a manner that
takes them scriously as legitimate
participants in this process and
seeks to involve them in the im-
plementation of a political settlement
remains. Mr. M. G.-Ramachandran,

Tamil Nadua Chief Minister, and his _

key aide on the Sri Lankan ques-
tion, the Food Minister, Mr. S. Rama-
chandran, do have constructive in-
fluence with the militant leaders ;
but they cannot be expected to per-
form deus ex machina, waich is
literally asking for a miracle. There
¢an be no serious doubt in any of
the world’s capitals that neither side
is capable of ‘solving’ Sri Lanka‘s
ethnic crisis militarily; that the ugly
bloodlettiig will continue till a solu-
tion is found, since a <‘ceasefire”
does not usually work under such
circumstances; that any sensible solu-
lution must be political; and that such
a solution must be negotiated with
India‘s active involvement and (if
the negotiations are successful) im-
plemen ed with its wholehearted su-
pport. Mr. Jayewardene at this point
appears tobe interested seriously
enough in a political solution; the
trouble is that he 1is also working
against this byattempting to use the
pressurc of a failed, but not aband-
oned, military strategy to push down

the negotiating level of the Tamils.”

It would be completely wrong for
any Indian administration to go along
with such a course. The key thing
that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi must remem-
ber-and act upon-while meeting Mr.
Jayewardene in Bangalore is that the
Sri Lankan Tamils, moderates as
well as militants, must be persuad-
ed to accept a package by mean-
ingful improvements in the package
-not by anything that suggests forc-
ing it down their throat. And since
the time for qualitative improve-
ment is short, he must makeevery
effort to ensure that the very n:ces-
sary Indian policy efforts om Sri
Lanka are coordinated and fine-tun-
ed in a way they have not been
in recent weeks and months.
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I have stopped carrying my brief
case when in Colombo. It is a
damn nuisance to have to open
at every place one goes to, whether
it be a Government office, a bank,
a department store, a hotel or even
the Y. M.C. A.

.Q.

Just as some people connected to
the Goverament have made mints
of money by running employment
agencies for jobs abroad, others also
connected to the Government are
running security agencies and minting
more money. ‘

What are the *sentries’ looking for?
Bombs?

One day [ walked into the General
Post Office with a tin of Sustagen,
The ‘sentries’ there wanted to open
the tin and
“Sustagen”, 1 said,
the

was inside:
they had
That is

see what
but

never heard of name.

Al Replies....

(Continued from page 3)
Police submitting available data

about ‘““disappearances” detailed in
its report, as you suggested, and
is still awaiting the Inspector
General’s reply. Amnesty Internation-
al is aware, however, that the Ins-
pector General of Policz carries no
overall  responsibility for the
conduct of the Army, Air Force
and Special Task  Force, which
are most often alleged to be
responsible for ‘disappearances’’ in
Sri Lanka. His powers to investi-
gate alleged effences and institute
appropriate criminal proceedings only
become effective once alleged offenders
have been identifisd. However, in
Amnesty International’s experience
with the few cases of ‘disappear-
ance” where the government has
investigations were
carried out by the police or army,
the outcome of such investigations

was _ invariably not published.
Neither did such investigations by

the police or army into alleged abuses
by their own personnel lead to
a credible clarification of ¢ disappear-
ances’” or to the identification of
the individuals allegedly responsible.
y Furthermore, for various reasons
as described in Section 5 of its report,
Amnesty International does not believe
that existing legal remedies, such as
filing Habeas Corpus petitions in
the Sri Lankan courts, are an effective
means to clarify what happened to
the <disappeared””> in Sri Lanka
and provide prompt relief to the
victims and their families. Amnesty
International has confirmed that the
Chairman of the Bar Council’s Sub-
Committee on the rights of sus-
pects in police custody to cbtain
the services of lawyers and con-
nected matters has found, in his
Interim Report, that “a habeas corpus
application does not serve expedi-

SECURITY IS
DI BUSTAES)

the level of people employed in the
security services today.

Bombs can be carried in
more ways than in a bag.

many

The Security busincss has provided
emgployment to thousands of people,
some of them in their dotage, and
all working for a pittance while
their employers dine and wine at
five-ctar hotels.

tiously in obtaining relief where the
police have exceeded the 24 hour
rule of detention of a person. without
a charge.”” In fact, the Interim
Report suggests that Section 440
of the Code of Criminal Procedure

Act “should be suitably amended
to empower a iudge of the High
Court of a magistrate to immedi-

ately inquire into any complaint re—
garding the custody and / or death
ofany suspect...” The Interim Re-
port was accepted by the Bar Coun-
cil in a meeting of 1986.

The failure or existing legal pro-
cedures to give relief to relatives
searching for the “disappeared’.
was illustrated in the one case des-
cribed in the Amnesty [nternational

report, that of a Sinhalese SLFP
member, Ananda Sunil (case no.?2
in the report), in which a habeas

corpns petition was brought and
hearings compeleted. (An appeal is
currently being heard). These pro-
cecdings failed to clarify what hap-
pened to Ananda Sunil after he
was reportedly seen to have been
arrested by the police on 27 July
1983. In fact, the magistrate found
there was cevidence that witnesses

originally testifying they had seen
him being taken by the Kotahena
police had been  subjected to

intimidation in order to make them
retract earlier evidence.

In international human rights law,
the Sri Lanka Government has a
responsibility, emphasized by the
UN General Assembly in Resolution
33/173 of  December 1978, to
take immediate and effective stepS
to clarify the whercabouts of the
«“disappeared’’. Amnesty International
therefore, respectfully urges the
government to establish a fully in-
dependent and impartial machinery
to investigate cases of disappeai—
ance’” and inform the re[ativcs

forthwith.
You have also stated that Amnes-

ty international failed in its report

The security men are really use-
less. Most of them would vanish
at the first burst of a hand grenade.

But their bosses would like to
keep the business going. For it
means big money for them.

They also stand and stare, and

even open old ladies’ handbags. But
they, and particularly

their bosses,

1o take account of information the
Sri Lanka Government had provided
to the UN Working Group on Dis-

appearances.
In our letter to you of 11 Septem-

ber 1986. Amnesty International ex-
plained that it could not include
any such information in its rcport
because this infermation had not
been sent to Amnesty International
by the Sri Lanka Government, and
information governments supply to
the UN cannot bec made public unless
the government authorises its rele-
ase. Unfortunately Amnesty Inter.
national remains unable to refer
to information the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment supplied to the UN  Working
Group with a mandate to investi-
gate cases of ‘““disappearance’ beca-
use , despite Amnesty International’s
repeated requests made in urgent
messages of 11, 18 and 26 September
1986 to your office, no such infor-
mation has been received from the

government so far.-l would greatly .

appreciate your co-operation in
making such information availabls

to Amnesty International at your
earliest convenience.
Amnesty International welcomes

lhe invitation extended by the govern-
ment spokesman of " the Department
of Information on 29 September
inviting ~ “anybody to investigate
any matter in regard to. terrorist or
any other activity which refersto any

violations of human rights,”” although

Amnesty [nternational understands
from the statement you made earlier
in the interview with the BBC that such
an invitation may not be extended
to Amnesty International.

As you know, our primary concern
at present  is that the families of
those whose  “disappearances” are
described in the Amnesty Internation-
al report, should be speedily inform-
ed of the whereabouts or fate of
their mussing relatives. The United
nations General Assembly has expre-

do not serve the interests of their -
country. :

By the way, who arc those people
who are getting fat coairacts to
put up wire-meshing around Govern-
ment offices in the South? The
wire-meshing is not tall enough, be-
cause a bomb could be hurled over
the meshing. 1 suggest a security
net of at least 100 feet, preferably
of concrete.,

Then there would be more money
for contractors. But still the bombs
could come in devious ways unless
an early settlement of the ethnic
problem—the main problem in Sri
Lanka today—is achieved soon.

In the event of a settlement, the
security bosses and their
will be out of business.

proteges
Then what?

—GAMINI NAVARATNE

ssed its deep concern about
uish and sorrow experienced by re-
latives of the “disappeared’ in the
face of persistent failure by the aut-
horities to acknowledge the “‘disapp-
eared?’ are in their custody or other-
wise te account for them: the inter-
national community has  repe-
atedly emphasized  that families
have a rightto know the fate of
their relatives.

the ang-

To that effect may 1 respectfully
request that, pending the establishme-
nt, in Sri Lanka itself, of an indepen-
dent and impartial machinery to
carry out such investigations, the
government considers  inviting the
UN Working Group on  Enforced
or Iavoluntary Disappearances 1o
visit Sri Lanka. The Working Group
has been invited by a number of
governments of countries in which
*‘disappearances’’ have been reported.
Such an invitaticn would be an im-
portant response to the.-desire express-
ed by the international community
through the United Nations that go-
vernments fully co-operate with the

UN Group and could, moreover,
substantially alleviate the sorrows

of the families who, till now, have
searched in vain for their relatives
who have “disappeared”’.

Minister, 1 apologise for  writing
to you at such length. 1 thought,
however, that the issues which have
been raised in recent weeks in connect-
jon with ¢disappearances’® in  Sri
Lanka * required -~ a substantial
response. 1 hope you will find the
suggestions made by Ammnesty Inter-
national to be a positive contribut.
jon towards the ongoing debate in
Sri Lanka about how human rights
can be effectively protected, of which
the recent government statements are
clear evidence. Amnesty Internation-
al greatly appreciates that this debate
continues even in the difficult cir-
cumstances prevailing in  Sri Lanka
at present.
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BATT‘[CA] OA U‘VI T oA | that the line drawn was an im--

& 5 j_ ERDITY: proper one. It is morally imper-

o - v ‘ missible that “All Tamils are one’

WE LCOME M B g r or ‘“All  Sinhalese  aie- one”

. : : VE BU F.‘. for purposes of targeting violence.

. Rather, ““All Sinhalese, Tamils and

= : ‘ ' Sinhalese civilianshad  been blown a heavy burden upon them: <Behold» Muslims are one” or truer still,
Editor ““All humanity is one.”

SATURDAY REVIEW

At last the long - yearned for East-
ern Province University is emerging
at a time of strife and tu-moil in the
East. From the stondpoint of the
overall development of the Eastern
region —this is certe nly a positive
move —a necessity and a concession
to the people of the East. The doubt
is that the State while - showing this
as a big concession to the people
of the East, tries to use itas a tool
to sever North-East unity. The com-
munal politics of Sri Lanka has al-
ready demonstrated its success in
severing North-South relations. Dr—
awing higher education too inte the
political strategy of compartmentalism,
the people of -this island would only
promote intellectual narrowness
among themselves.

After all, everything depends fina-
lly on the right perception —of the
situation by the people and I wish
they should seize this opportunity
to develop the Eastern Province Uni-
versity in order to realise the lofiy
aims of education in the long run
as against some of the narrow politi-

cal interests of the time.
2 A N. Ram

Kondavil
MEA CULPA

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

I have been chastised for -having
scrucified’ the Rév. Deogupillai, Bis-
hop of Jaffna. A friend mentioned
this in a letter to me; but Ihave
been unable to get a copy of that cri-
tique. Nevertheless, because of the
controversy sparked off by  Bishop
Deogapillai’s speech, I would like
both to amend and to add to what 1
wrote before.

There is 2 valid objection to my art-
icle of August 1986: that I unfairly
singled out  Bishop Deogupillai’s sp-
eech for criticism. I did, and I regret
it. T should also have been critical of
the Catholic hierarchy’s unrespensive-
ness to the problems confronting  its
Tamil flock.

When I wrote my asticle in July
three facts were uppermost in  my
mind. First, the Government had
finally made concrete proposals that,
while short of Tamil -aspirations,
were substantial ones that the Presi-
dent himself recognized werea mini-
mum that could be augmented. Se-
cond, the guerilla leadership had irr-
esponsibly rejected them outright.
And third, successive bus loads of

up by landmines.

In this context, Bishop Deogupiliai’s
speech highlighting _the annihilation
of innocent Tamils but making no
mention of Sinhalese struck me as
being singularly inappropriate. And
it was. Regrettably, Archbishop
Fernando's response was no wiser.

For therc was another context.
Two days before he made his speech,
Bishop Deogupillai had conducted
funeral services for thirtyfour persons
killed in fishing boats by the armed
forces. And just prior to that Bishop
Deogupillai had encountered alien-
ation: in the circulation by the Catholic
Bishops of Sri Lanka of a statement
condemning a- one-sided statement

by the Catholic Bishops of South
India, but not incorporating Bish—
op Deogupillai’s own views. Accor-
diaz toths Tanil Times (Madr-
as), the Sri Lankan statement disreg-

arded the views of the  Bishops
of Jaffna, Manpnar and Batticaloa.
This news report may be tendenti-
ous. But it is still neccssary for the
Catholic Church to ask itself “Why
are Tamijl Catholies taking .the
positions they do?”’

The Good Shepherd seeks out the
losi sheep, even if it means a “sojourn

in the north and east. Therefore, Bis-
hop Deogupillai should try to comfo-~
rt the terrorized Sinhalese  victims
of guerilla violence. And so should
Archbishop Fernando, shepherd of

all the flock in Sri Lanka , try to
comfort the terrorized Tamil victims
of Governmental violence. Perhaps

each bishop might do so, each by go-
ing on a pilgrimage to comfort the
afflicted of both communities.

In the past, commonly held demo-
cratic values, social welfare ideals,
economic and class interests, and re-
ligion bound the Sinhalese and” Tam-
il communities  together at  various
levels. Today most of these ties are
severely weakened. When  the need
of thecountry is atits greatest, it
is morally binding on the bishops
to preserve at least the religious
ties that link their - communities.  Sc-
oring points at one another’s expense
is not worthy of their calling. The
political leaders will doubtless emph-
asise conflicting interests; the religio-
us leaders ought to emphasise common
humanity. Certainly the Bible lays

I send you out as sheep inthe mid-
st of wolves... and you will be hated
by all for my name’s sake’’.

Another objection to my  article

might be that [ ought not to
have criticized Bishop  Deogupill-
ai’s speech at all, because it was

the response of
reject that.
but vengeance

the oppressed. T
Seif-defence is legitimate,
is mot.

Most Tamils will claim that the
Tamil community is an oppressed
one. Further, that the Sinha-
lese are the oppressors. The Tainils
are oppressed because being a mi-
nority they cannot influence the
policy of Sinhalese governments,
even when government policy -ad-
versely affects them. The Sinhalese,
on the other hand, are oppressors
because they do influenee govern-
mental policy through their voting
strength. Therefore, it is argued, in
responding to governmental violence
against Tamils, Tamil violence against
Sinhalese is justified, especially since
avenues for political redress are
blocked to Tamis. Or if not en-
tirely justifiable. at least not as bad
as Sinhalese violence. But justifying
violence on the basic of this type of
distinction can lead to treacherous re—
sults. 1n  the end, when dead
bodies lie on the ground, it
matters little that the bullets were
fired by oppressed.

The Sinhalese who live in the
north and east are an oppressed
community. For, are they mnot a
minority in relation to the Tamils
in those arzas; And are they not
powerless in relation to the Govern-
ment in Colombo? It is not the
Sinhalese of the north and east
who decide government policy. Never-
theless, it is they who constitute
the bulk of the victims of guerilla
violence. 2

Some Tamils will justify the kill-
ings of these Sinhalese by arguing that
they belong to the 0ppressor-commu-
nity in the overall sense. The hidden
premise is that «All'Sinhalese are
one.” But it was this same logic that
Sinhalese used in July 1983 when they
attacked Tamils living in Colombo.
«All Tamils are one”. they insisted.
And in their view, the hatred they dis-
played against the Tamils was the
righteous anger of the oppressed
against an oppressor who stretched
beyond the Palk Strait.

Bishop Laksman Wickremasinghe
was one of the very few prominent
Sinhalese who did not fall prey to
this pernicious reasoning. He saw

Bishop Desmond Tutu stands as
the symbol of oppressed black South

Africans. He leads the assault on
the social evil of apartheid. But

he recognises the importance of
individval conscience that makes
every white a different person.
Thus, he calls the whites his brothers
and sisters. For blacks and whites
belong to the one family of humanity.

Likewise, the great rcligious teachers
knew that people resist seeing the
humanity of those they deem to be
outsiders. Therefore, they stressed
that moral laws applied to all,
even to ‘“‘the stranger who dwells
among you’’. e

The present trap of violence is
one we find difficult to extricate
ourselves from. In part at least it
represents the repeated failures of
Sii Lanka’s -religious leaders to as-
sert the common humanity of all of
us. And partly our individual fail-
ares too. For the Koran says,
«-God will not change a nation unless
the people themselves change.”

U.S.A. Jehan Perera
BORED STIFF
Editor

SATURDAY REVIEW

We feel bored reading your news
about Merging of districts, Ling-

nistic state, Autonomy and Feder=
alism.

Please report about some interest-
ing cases going on in the Rural
Courts.

Jaffna A Reader
Note by Editor:- What do you

“mean by Rural Courts? Tamil Eelam

Courts? Or Kangaroo Courts?

TIT FOR TAT

Editor .
SATURDAY REVIEW

1t has become usual to seeevery
Colombo newspaper cartoon depict-
ing Tamils with holy ash and pottu

- on their forcheads. These are sym-

bols of deep and auspicious signi-
ficance to Hindus, who form the
majority of our population.

Would our counterparts take a
similar compliment in return ?
How about the clean-shaved head,
and the time-honoured alms bowl?

K. R. Chellappah
vaddukoddai
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ADAMPAN INCIDENTS

The Mannar Association for Relief

and Rehabilitation has sent the follo-

wing report about the recent inci-
dents in Adampan (Mannar District) :

There was an army operation and
as a consequence it is  reported
that 13 people died in Adampan on
12th October.

Justifying The Unjustifiable
Hospital Committee Condemns
Some Newspapers

Thé Jaffna General Hospital] Com-

mittee which met recently, has con-
demned the attemipts made by cer-
tain newspapers to justify the Army
shelling of the Jaffna General Hos-
pital.

The Hospital Committec members
werz fully satisfied that the Hospital
authorities had taken all precautions
to prevent the Hospital premises
being used for any attack on the
Security -Forcces. :

The Committee discussed the situ-

ation caused by the stoppage of
work by the Hospital Staff in the
O.P.D. and Clinics.

The members expressed concern
at ‘the sufferings caused to the pati-
ents by this decision, while at the
same time sharing the fears in the
minds of the Hospital Staff as a
result of chelling of the Hospital
by the Security Forces stationed in
the Jaffna Iort

The Caspersz....-

(Commued from page 2)

act because it displaced  Fng-
lish and gave prominence to the
language of  the majority. The

minorities were of course alienated.
But this is something the minority
has to put up with and can be
overcome with time. This view
may have carried somec credibility
in 1970. But it has been thoroug-
hly discredited by three race riots
and the present rebellion.

In this their faith in history’s forwa-

rd movement may lead them uncomfo-
rtably close to condoning questiona-
ble means for desired ends and
towards a lack of stringency conc-
erning clear-cut principles.. One is
reminded of Poppear’s example of
the Social Democrats of Europe
who in the 20°s and 30’s  helped
Fascists like Hitler and Mussolini
to ‘come to power believing that
they. will prove an-efficacious mea-
ns of destroying capitalism, paving
the. way for good. things to come
as . predicted by their mentors who
derived -their- h\ toricism  from
Marx.

~The -other -element in their-appro-
ach’ was {o actively mobilise all

‘that 11 died, 3 persons were

.into being the MIRJE.

In a subsequent operation by the
Arm2d Forces there it is reported
seri-
ously injured and 4 people were
reporied missing on 22nd October.

Consequently 3,622 families com-
prising 15456 perqom have fled

from their - homes and are presen-
tly refugees in the tollowing places:

Thiruketheeswaram Temple, Para-
yakulam Mosque, Adampan Church,
Chalampan Church, Pappamottai
School, Vilankuli Schoo., Kannatti

AI (Sr| Lanka) Appeals For ‘Forgotten‘Prnsoners

Out Of Sight,

Text of a press release issued by
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, Sri
Lanka Section.

o~ =

‘Forgotten prnisoners’ are those
that the world rarely hears about.
Secrecy, silence, isolation, fear and
repressive laws thwart attempts (o
find out about the invisible thous-
ands of men and women in prisons
and detention centres throughout
the world. ‘Forgotten prisoners’ of-
ten come from small rural groups

or other underprivileged minorities .

incapable of or unaware of the im-
portancz of communicating their
plight to wider audiences. Some-
times governments want the rest of
the world to forget these prisoners,
and try to prevent information pas-
sing to their families and through
them to national or international
human rights organisations. In a
number of countries laws prohibit
the collecting and sending of infor-
mation—outside the country, and
human rights groups \\hxch do so
may. be penalised-

workers

religious groﬁpé,
and political groups on the basis of

peasants,

common concerns. The main thing
here as they put it is not to quarrel
with ideologies and beliefs but to
call on each group to bring out the
best in its aspirations. This approach
has been fruitful in having brought
Its effective-
ness in slowing down the momentum
of sugar multinationals has also been
noted. They however seem to believe
that even those who Dblatantly thirst
after power with no qualms about
means can be dealt with in this manner
—do not tell them whether they are
right or wrong. but call for the best
in them. [ suspect that such a course
may lead to sericus misjudgements.

IN RETROSPECT

The visit of Pau] and Yohan which
was sponsored by the MIRIJE will
be ‘seen as a significant step towards
restoring communal understanding.
Those who heard them and spoke to
them left with the fecling that they
had met with people of great
compassion and understanding. One
member of the audience at St. John’s
asked them to convey to people of
the South the message, ‘Leave us Ta-
mils alone’. Fr.Yohan’s answer along
the lines,
feeling of dcep alienation. But for any

‘I appreciate the Speakers’ .

Out Of Mind

It was the plnght of the ‘forgot-
ten prisoners’ that gave the initial
impetus for the formation of Am-
nesty International. 25
the problem 1s still with us, and
so ‘forgotien prisoners’ is the theme
chosen for this year's ‘Al Week®
which is observed by the movement
each October. Amnesty International
Sri Lanka has sent appeals to their
respective governments regarding se-
veral snch cases higlighted by the
international movement in .this cam-
paign. The victims included a 22
yea: old woman accountant arrested
by the army in Guatemala in 1982
whose fate remains unknown; a
Lebanese arrested by Syrian security
forces in 1970 and detained without
frial ever since; five persons detained
in Brunei for more than 22 years
on account of their past political
associations, and a Bulgarian Turk
apparently arrested for resisting a
government: campaign to make the
Turkish—minority  renounce their
names' in favour of Bulgarian names.

> e

just settlement you need the help of

the Sinhalese- - - -’ left many impre--
ssed. At times -their praise of the
achievements of the Tamils bordsred
on flattery. Given the constraints of
their visit where every conversation
was conducted with an eye on the mi-
nute hand, their understanding was
bound to be incomplete. The depth
of the response of some Evangelical
Christians to this crisis and the ferv-

- ent non-violent convictions of groups

of Christians like those around Fr.
Jeyaseelan are likely to be little und-
erstood in the South.

© Amongst the. warmer mo-
. ments was Fr. Yohan’s  evening
with groups of youth from St. Ja-
mes’- and - St. “John’s parishes and
from the University at St. James’
parish hall. The questions of the
youth were direct and  pertinent,

One young man neceded a lot of
convincing that Fr. Yohan would

actually say in the South what he
said here. For young people who
have been long cut off from
their Sinhalese brethren it was a
pleasant encounter to. know that th-
ere are also Sinhalese too who radiat-
ed human warmth and shared common
concerns.

years later,

School, Andankulam Church, Thu-
varankerni ~ Church, = Vidataltivu
Church, Navatkulam Church.

Investigations reveal that  the
Houses of 85 families havc been
fully burnt.

The displaced were given Dry

Rations for 2 weeks by the Govern-
ment Agent (except to those in Vi-
dataltiva). Tho G. A with the app-
roval of the Ministry of Rehabili-
tation, has arranged to provide the
tollowing as well. 2

Utensils worth  Rs. 1000-00-
~ Wooden poles worth Rs. 3000-C0

and Tin Sheets worth Rs. 2000-00

Lions Mannar distributed to the
85 famifies clothes received from
Japan. .

‘Mannar Association for Relief &
Rehabilitation(MARR)supplied Relief
milk food and medicines and is arran—
ging to issue Dry Rations after
the Government issue of rations is
stopped.

APPRECIATION

Annesley Chelvanayagam

A year has passed sinc: the un-
timely and tragic death on 15th

November, 1985 of‘ Annesley Chel-
vanayagam.
As a student of St. Benedict’s

College, Colombo, he acquitted him-
self creditably both in studies and
in Sports, especially in Basket Ball.
He represented Sri Lanka at the
Sixth Basket Ball Championship held
13 Bangkok and won the Sri Lankan
Colours,

As an Accounts  Supervisor at
Messrs. Singer, Sri Lanka Ltd., he
successfully represented “his Firm in
all sporting activities. By didnt of
hard work coupled with a pleasing
personality he endeared himself both
to the Management and his Colle-
agues. He is sorely missed by his
Parents, Sisters, Relations, Friends
and Colleagues. :

A Requiem Mass will be sung a¢
St. Jehn’s Church, Jaffna on 15th
November, 1986 at 6-00 a.m. for the
repose of his sonl
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EXERCISE MATURE JUDGEMENT

Text of the resolution passed by the
University Science Teachers’ Associa-
tion of the University of Jaffna = at
an emergency meeting held on 11th
November.

The disappearance of A. Vijitha-
ran, a third year commerce student

EPRLF OVERRUNS ARMY CAMP
AT SAMBALTHIVU

At a press conference held in
Jaffna on 10th November, details of
a major confrontation between the
Security Forces and the Eelam Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Liberation Front
(EPRLF) militants at Sambalthivu
in Trincomalee district, were revea-
led.

On 30th October, the militants had
Jaunched an attack on the camp at
Sambalthivu—a strategically vital
point in the East.

Six other camps were also situat-
ed in the neighbouring area, within
a range of nine miles.

In the three-hour - battle that en-
sued, the militants had overrun the
camp and destroyed a bridge that
served the Security Forces, killed
thirteen soldiers and scized a large

amount of arms and-equipment and
intimate personal possessions of the
Forces.

‘No casualties  were suffered by
the militants, except for minor inju-
ries to two. of them (who were
present at the press conference).

The mini — camp at Sambalthivu,
with less than a hundred soldiers,
had been serving as a link to other
camps in the area.

EPRLF, the
shoutegi

According to the
soldiers at one camp had
“PLA stop firing”.

“Two soldiers came out with
upraised hands indicating surrender.
But we suddenly found that they
had small [sraeli hand grenades hi-
dden in the palms of their hands,
which they were about to unclip.

This photograph by a
cal Jaffna scene-typical, that is,

talented youngster,
efore

Damayanthi, captures a typi-
the Government virtually banned

fishing in the North through its proclamation, of surveillance zones, pro-

hibited zones and what not,

An Exhibition feataring 209 of his photographs,
ollege.

November) at Chundikuli Girls® C

The Exhibition closes at 4 P m.‘

opened yesterday (14th

mda_y.

i was

© Mayakkai,

| kai) was the target of a

We were then compelled to shoot

them”’, said one spokesman.

According to official reports, on
10th November five soldiers and
one Special Task Force (STF) per-
sonnel were killed and eight STF
personnel injured in two separate in-
cidents which took place in Periya-
pullumalai, Amparai district and
Pulmoddai in the Trincomalee dis-
trict.

The EPRLF has stated in a press
release in Jaffna that 12 soldiers
were killed at Pulmoddai, when

their armed wing the People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) ambushed a vehiclc.

—USTA

is a most disturbing event. We
share the legitimate and grave anxiety
of the student community in .this
matter and endorse the concern ex-
pressed by the Vice-Chancellor on
behalf of the administration.  We
also share the anxiety of Vijitharan’s
parents and of other students who
are far from home. Their well being
is the responsibility of the staff and
authorities of this University and of
the pcople of Jaffna. We appeal to
whoever has knowledge of his dis-
appearance to expedite his safe re-

turn and restore to Jaffna |ts good
name.

Whatever ambitions and ideals the
students cherish can bear fruit only
if the work of learning ‘' continues
and the University can hold its res-
pect in the eyes of the world. We
appeal to them for mature judge-
ment in the exercise of their right-

ful social concerns without interrup-
ting the work of learning.

The VVeek""

(Continued from page 1)

then shelled the shore. There were
casualtics on both . sides .and .a
‘Naval boat was reportedly ‘damaged.
On the 2nd day however, despite
fierce LTTE resistance, the Navy
had managed to land some men
and materials at the VVI Camp
under cover of helicopter strafing
and using a private trawler—which
fishing in the area—and the
fishermen on board as hostages.

On Tuesday (llth November), the
Vadamaradchchi area (Pt. Pedro,
Munai, Thampalai, Varathuppalai
Vallipuram, Arthiyadi, Thambaciddy,
Viyaparimoola:, Gandhi-
yoo:, Alvai, Kurumpacitty, Manthi-
three-
and
the
army

pronged attack. Helicopters
bombers sirafed and bombed
area while Naval boats and

¢ personnel in the camps mortar-sheiled
| it. Six people were Kkilled and forty

injured.

On the same day,
borne troops landed at
open, arid plain lying
chuvely and Pt. Pedro.
their objective was to
there. 'Simultaneously, troops from
the Pt. Pedro, vThondamAanar and

VVT camps attempted to move out
under cover of aerial bombardment
and naval shelling.

helicopter ~

Vallai - an
between  At-
‘Apparently,
pitch camp

Tenacious militant resistance—spear
headed by the LTTE’s Kittu, who

“suffered a minor injury “on his left

arm—successfully foiled = all thess

attempts. The exaci casualty toll is
not known but reportedly there were
losses on both sides.

On Wednes day(12th November),helis
Copter - ferried troops landed at
Vallai once again and blew up a
culvert close to the Vallai bridge.

The military strategy seems to be
to cut off Valvettithurai aud Pt
Pedro from Jaffna and then launch
a ‘search and destroy’  operation
(a three-pronged one, of course).

Political observers also under—
score the timing: the Security Forces
have unleashed their fury on
the eve, as it were, of the ‘mini-
summit’ between Indian Prime Mi-
nister Rajiv Gandhi and President
J.R. Jayewardene before the SAARC

Conference, which begins on 16th
~ November, in Bangalore,

An attempt to arm-twist the
militants into accepting the Lan-

kan Government’s devolution pack-
age taking advaniage of India’s su-
dden clamp- down on the Madras-
based militant leaders? Or some-
thing more sinister? Only time will
tell.

So the week that began  with
smiles and an exchange of pleasan-
tries. ended with the crackle of gun-
fire and the burst of mortar shells.,
Even the Jaffna Fort Army Camp
«eems to have caught the infection:
since Tuesday (l1th November),
there has been intermittent mortar
shelling and gunfire from the Fort.

The battle rages on in Vadama-
radchchi.

Meanwhile, protest demos against
India’s ‘arrest’ and  “humiliation’
of Tiger leader V. Prabhakaran are
snowballing throughout the North. -
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