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Again

The ‘MURASOLY’ —the latest Ta-
mil daily spawned in Jaffna — has dr-
opped a bombshell.

In its issue of Sth December, it ca-
rries a page one story, purporting to
be the report of an interview the Nat-
ional Security Minister, Lalith Athula-
thmudali, gave an Australian newsman
who had met him to discuss the Min-
ister’s intended trip to America.

FIVE - DAY MARCH

Jaffna University undergraduates
who called off their death fast—
sparked off by the mysterious dis-
appearance of fellow undergraduate
A. Vijitharan — last Friday (28th
November), began a five-day Pada
Yatrai (peaceful march) on Thurs-
day (4th December).

The marchers, divided into four
groups, plan to march through
Thenmaradchy, Vadamaradchy, the

Islands Division and the Jaffna Town
area.
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Under the headline, Hereafter, Milit-
ary Action Only — the report says,
‘“lhe activities of the extremists are
a grave threat toall the people in
this country who desire peace. The
terrorist Tiger Movement has the
temerity even to challenge me. One
hour is enough for the Security For-
ces to wrest control of the North fr-
om the Tigers. This situation will de-
finitely arise very soon.”’

We sincerely hope —both in the Mi-
nister’s-interest and the interests of
the entire country—that the Minister
has been misquoted. In fact, some pa-
rts of the report give room for one
to think that the path of negotiations
has not been completely blocked. The
report goes on to quote the Minister
as saying that they prefer a  solutiop
through negotiations, but, the Mini-
ster continues, ‘‘the talks do not
seem to produce resalts. If this
situation continues  the  extre-
mists  will take this country in
a different direction. The extremists

want a full-scale military operation.
As Minister of National Security I have
told President Jayewardene in no un-
certain terms that hereafter there IS
no other option but the military op-
tion”.

It is not only the people of the North
and East who will have to pay the

Vijaya: Stop, Go

The Sri Lanka Mahajana Pakshaya
(SLMP) Secretary, Vijaya Kumara-
natunge and party have been allo-
wed to proceed to Jaffna.

At the time of going to press
(Friday morning, 5th December)
Vijaya was scheduled to arrive in
Jaffna on Friday evening.

Vijaya along with Buddhist mo-
nks and the parents of the two
soldiers held captive by the Liberat-
ion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
are billed to meet the Tiger Militan-
ts and hold good- will talks..

Earlier the government refused to
allow Vijaya and party to proceed

to Jaffna: they were stopped at Va-
vuniya by army personnel - and in-

formed that they could not proceed
to Jaffna.
Following a meeting Vijaya had

with  President Jayewardene and
the National Security Minister, La-
lith Athulathmudali, permission
was granted them to proceed to
Jaffna. Vijaya has given an under-
taking in writing that they are res-
ponsible for their own safety be-
yond Vavuniya.

LTTE Militants will meet Vijaya
and party at a point near Eleph-
ant Pass and escort them to Jaffna.
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Sabre - rattling -

bloody price for choosing the military
option. History has made it all too
clear that essentially political prob-
lems cannot ever be solved by brute
military means. We are sure that
even Oxford graduates can hardly
fail to he aware of the lessons of
history.

ONE HOUR 1S ENOUGH TO
SMASH OUR WAY THROUGH
AND RE- TAKE THE NORTH
certainly sounds grand rhetoric but
ultimately they will turn out to be
famous last words, befitting a Mi-
nisterial epitaph.

Tamil Nadu Police
Arrest 5 Sinhalese

Nine Sri Lankans, including five
Sinhalese, have been taken into
custody by the Tamil Nadu Police
in connection with the blasting of
the rail track at Alagappa Nagar,
near Madurai, on 29th November,
Among these. in custody is Rana-
singhe, a retired Sri Lankan Police
Officer. Three of those detained are
women. They are being grilled at
Karunanithi Nagar by the Tamil

Sarvodaya Volunteers
Shot

Three Sarvodaya volunteers who
were engaged in shramadana work
at Kommathurai in the Batticaloa
District were shot and seriously in«
jured by army personnel.

About 50 Sarvodaya volunteers
were clearing a land to put up a -
Sarvodaya School on Thursday morn-
ing (4th December) when an army
patrol, which happened to come
along that way, opened fire.

The Sarvodaya Movement is headed
by Dr. A. T. Ariyaratne, a Magsa-
ysay Award winner.

Tamil Youths Shot

Five Tamil Youths were pulled out
of their houses and shot. dead at

Palaimeenmadu in the Batticaloa
District on Wednesday morning (3rd
December). The Security Forces had
taken away three bodies leaving two
bodies behind. After the search
operation the Security Forces took
away 75 Tamils to the Kallady Camp.

Polls Obsession

The leader of the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party (SLFP) and ex-Prime

Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike,
has asked the people to get ready
for a snap genmeral election which,
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VEERASINGAM SIVAPIRAGASAM .
RETD. SUPERINTENDENT
OF EXCISE.

25-05-1926

21-11-1986

Mrs. Sivapiragasam, sons and
daughter wish to express their heart-
telt thanks to the Doctors of the
General Hospital, Jaffaa, friends,
relatives and many others who at-
tended the funeral and presented
f!orﬂ tributes and sent condolence

messages.

TRAVEL TROUBLE:

The citizen’s committee of Kayis
has sent the following letter
to President Jayewardene.

We bring to your kind attention
the great hardships endured by the

- people living in the Islands of Kayts,

Nainativa,  Eluvaitivu, Analaitivu,
Pungudutivu and Dellt, consequent
to the closure of the Pannai Cause-

Letter Races
Telegram

When five Jaffna University stu-
dents started a death fast over the
‘disappearance’ of their fellow stu-
dent A. Vijitharan none of them
informed their parents about it.

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor
S. Vithiananthan, took great pains
to inform the parents, through all
the available facilities.

He telephoned, sent  registered

letters, and telegrams too.

A registered letter posted on 25th
November reached its destination
on the 28th Meanwhile, the tele-
gram sent on the 26th reached the
same destination.barely nine
away — on the 29th.

Will the Eelam Telegraph service
—yet to be born—work faster, people

~ wonder.
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 WANTED

For St. John’s College, Jaffna, a

teacher of Computer Programming.
Graduates with a Diploma in Co-
mputer Science preferred.  Others

also may apply. Salary according
to qualifications and  experience.
Apply before 27.12.1986, to the
PRINCIPAL.

NOVENA PRAYER

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and pr-
eserved throughout the world now
and forever. Sacred of Jesus pray for
us St. Jude helper of the helpless
pray for us. Thank you Jesus.
Thank you St. Jude. G- ateful tha-
nks to Almighty Gaod, Sacred Heart
of Jesns and St. Jude for favours
gtanted. Say this prayer 9 times a
day for 9 days. :

APK

miles

way, the only access to the Penin-
sula from these Islands.

On the 17th of May this year, the
Army stationed at the Jaffna Fort,
extended its activities up to Man-
daitivu Junction, resulting in the
closure of the Pannai Causeway to
the people of the above mentioned
Islands. These Islands have an area
of 170 sq. Kilometres, comprising of
more than 85,000 people, More than
15,000 children are studying in about
60 Government schools in these Is-
lands, under the three Govt. Agent
Divisions. About 60./r of the tea-
chers in these schools live outside
these Tslands, The residents are
small businessmen, public servants,
farmers, fishermen, daily wage ear-
ners. They all used the Pannai Cause-
way to go to the mainland to at-
tend to their needs. But after 17th
of May, we are compelled to cross
the lagoon by boats at Aralythurai,
risking our lives and incurring heavy
expenses on travelling. The restri-
ctions imposed on fishing has al-
ready made many people unemployed
and poverty stricken. All the es-
sential items such as food and fuel
have to be transported by boats.
This has resulted in the increase .of
price of almost every commodity
sold in the [slands. Your Excellen-
cy’s Government has taken no steps

Fireworks

The following reported, based on
a Press Trust of India news agency
report, appeared in ‘The Times of
India’ on 13th November:

About 60 bundles of Malayalam
dailies and weeklies that arcived in
Coimbatore from Kozhikode -carly
on 12 th November were set ablaze
bya group of miscreants, accord-
ing to the police.

The newspapers and weeklies bur-
nt were the <“Malayala Manorama®’
«Deshabhimani®’,  ¢““Chandrika”’, Ke-
rala Kaumudi’’, “Malayalam Expr-
ess” and “Matrubhumi’’.

The local bureau chief of the
“Malayala Monorama” said about
17,000 copies of the newspapers and
periodicals meant for distribution in
Tamil Nadu were destroyed, when
they were forcibly unloaded from a
private bus and set ablaze.

He attributed the burning of - the
papers to a report in the
«Malayala Manorama’® on the No-
vember 8th crackdown on Sri Lan-
kan Tamil militants in  Tamil
Nadu.

to change this situation, It is very
distressing to note that our peeple
are being treated like ‘‘aliens’’ and
made to suffer so much merely be-
cause of a few hundreds of army
personnel remaining confined to the
camp at the Jaffna Fort.

There is not a single hospital in
the Islands which can treat a patient
needing special care. “Sick have to
be ferried to Jaffna by boat, es-
pecially at a period when sporadic
shelling from Karainagar Naval base
across the lagoon and strafing from
helicopters kill or wound innocent
civilians of Kayts Town and adjacent
areas. Taking critically wounded
persons to Jaffna Hospital by boat
can only hasten the death of the
wounded.

Therefore we consider it our duty
to let you know the difficulties and
constraints under which the residen-
ts of the Islands are living. The sud-

den deprivation of the use of the
Panaai Causeway has disrupted the

life of the inhabitants of the Islands
in an indescribable manner.

May we therefore appeal to yoij

as our President and Commander in
Chief of the armed forces that prom-
pt action be taken to remove the Ar-
med Forces from the Jaffna Fort.

More Arms

Isracl is helping Sri Lanka in a
big way to prepare for an all-out
offensive against the Tamil militants
there in case efforts to find a ne-
gotiated settlement at Bangalore do
not succeed, diplomatic sources said
according to a PTI report from
New Delhi published in “The Times
of India’” on 13th November.

Sri Lanka, the
three
troop-

The report added :
sources said, is also buying
YB-12 Chinese turboprop
carrying and cargo planes.

The Sri Lankan Navy is soon to
acquire a fleet of eight super Dwo-
ra naval crafts from Israel. This
is in addition to the six slower
Dwora boats bought earlier. These
are already operating in the nor-
thern waters separating Sri Lanka
from India.

More Refugees

Residents of Adampan and Mannar

who fled the strife-torn areas dur-
ing last month’s operations by secu-
rity forces and tried to go to India,
were arrested at sea by the Navy
and back. 99 of these refugees are
now housed in a School at Puttalam.
One of them who attempted to escape
during the operation was shot and
is recovering from his injuries.

r*
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Many months after the
arriving in = Third World ports.

Chernobyl
In Singapore for instance,

contaminated food is

disaster,
four per

cent of all imported food consignments tested had high radiation levels.

Are the food companies, blocked

their damngerous products te countries which lack

them ?

Mr.
of Penang, Malaysia.

froem selling _in Europe, rerouting

the facilities to test

Teh Chin Chai is a journalist with the Consumers’  Assaciation

In May, a month . after Chernobyl

spewed its radioactive cloud over
Furope, the BEC set limits on the
amount of radiation permitted in
food to be exported. Two monihs
later, 39 containers of Birch
powdered milk and 4,000 cartons
of Dutch Lady milk arrived in the
Philippines armed with safety cer-
tificates from Holland. But tests
revealed that both contained danger-
rous levels of caesium, a radioac-
tive substance released from Cher-
nobyl.

The Philippine government banned

the sale of both brands of milk

4 >{rom the market. The company im-

- porting Dutch Lady had its licence

suspended for ignoring a government

order “not to sell the milk until the
radiation tests were completed.

~ Then in September, the govern-

ment found high levels of radioac-

tive substances in six other brands

of milk powder, four of them from

Holland and one each from Britain

and TIreland.

These two incidents in ithe Philip-
pines highlight the fears of Third
World consumer groups that EEC
safety checks on food exporis are
not working and that the foed multi-
nationals are diverting products which
they cannot sell in Europe to markets
in the Third World. For every con-
taminated shipment that is detected
by Asian governments, there must be
many others which reach the super—

market shelves.

£ :
There is a possibility of deliberate

of dumping by some corporations
of contaminated food products in
countrics whose governments do not
have the information, infrastructure
or expertise to check the entry of
such items,’ warned the Asian re-

_gional office of the International
Organisation of Consumer’s Unions
(I0CU).

Testing facilities in many Asian :

countrics are unsatisfactory, as are
import controls. While the EEC
has slapped a total ban on. fresh
food imports from Eastern Europe
and selective bans on some of their

Tree

own food products, few governments
in the Third World have banned the
import of items, like milk, which
are likely to be contaminated.

‘Their testing is usually done by
taking random samples of shipments
in the ports, Moreover, since the
testing in most countries is the res-

ont H
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from France, chocolate from UK,
Switzerland and Czechoslovakia and
wheat products from [taly. The same
brands are widely distributed in
other Asian countries.

In Malaysia, the government ship-
ped back three consignments of
contaminated food: 45,000 kg of
butter fat from Holland, skim milk
for animals from Britain, and vege-
tables from [taly.

- The Malaysian government subse-
quently imposed import controls on-
13 food items from all European

countrics, ranging from milk pro-
ducts to cereals. From 1 October,
all items in the list are required

to earry health certificates from the
country of origin stating radiation

ponsibility of the agency in charge ec¢vels, All would be subject to
by Teh Chin Chai

of nuclear energy, the process is testing, the Minister of Health
shrouded in the same secrecy which promised.

covers all the activities of such In Sri Lanka, the Health Ministry

agencies.

Singapore, which probably has the
most efficient system of testing and
control, rejected no less than 240
consignments of food contaminated
with radioactivity up to the end of
October. - This was four per cent of
the total 6,000 consignments that
were checked.

Of the shipments sent back, 22
were of f{resh vegetables, fruit, fish
and meat. The rest were mainly milk
and milk powder from Belgium,
Flolland, Denmark and Ireland, cheese

Landmine
Blas]t

Security personnel from the Army
Camp at Omanthai who -came on
foot patrol ran into a landmine on
the morning of 27th November. Three
died instantaneously and three oth-
ers were seriously injured, Traffic
between Vavuniya and Jaffna acco-
rding to Government reports was
temporarily disorganized as a result
of this incident.

The Eelam People’s Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF) has clai-
med responsibility for the attack
and stated in a press release that
nine soldiers were killed.

banned the sale of many varieties
of jam imported from Poland and
plums from Bulgaria which had a
high radiation content. A shipment
of milk from Holland was also with-
drawn after a radioactive substance

-was found in it.

The discovery of contaminated food
in Third World countries has given
rise to consumer concern and de-
mands from consumer and health
groups for more stringent controls
over food imports.

In Malaysia the Consumers’ As-
sociation of Penang (CAP) urged

RS A o
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the government to ban the import
of food which has been found by
other countries to be -contaminated
by radioactive substances.

CAP had received calls and ‘letters
from many parents asking for ad-
vice. A mother of a three-year-old
girl wrote, ‘Please help to find out
which brand (of milk) is safe as
our stock is running low and T don’t
know which brand to choose.’

Some parents expressed fears that
with the popularity of milk products
from unaffected countries increasing,
milk companies might start making
false claims as to their products’
origins.

Similar fears were expressed in the
Philippines where one brand from
Holland claimed to be prepared lo-
cally ‘from 100% Australian milk.’

The Chernobyl incident has gen-
erated varied reactions from Fili-
pino groups. For instance, the Na-
tional Coalition for the Promotion
of  Breastfeeding and  Childcare
(BUNSO) urged the government to

immpose sanctions on .firms found
dumping harmful and wunsafe pro-
ducts in the country.

Another consumer group Kilu-

sang Mamili Ng Pilipinas \KMPI)
pointed out that milk brands not
affected by the ban might take ad-
vantage of the situation by raising
prices. Already several companies
had come out with aggressive ad-
vertising of their products which
emphasise on their non-European
origins.—Third World Network Fe-
atures.

*

Reasonable?

e et £

If linking the North and East is su-
pposed to be  unjustifiable, then
how can it be reasonable to carve up
the East?

‘this is the question posed by
Attorney P.Venuthas, General Secr-
ctary of the Batticaloa Workers’
Congress in a press rclease.

He has further stated that a sett-
lement should bs arrived at having
regard to the traditional homelands
of the Tamils.

There is no gainsaying the fact,
Mr. Venuthas says, that the Northern
and Eastern areas of the country
were  the accepted traditional
homelands of the = Tamil - speaking
people both prior to Indspendence
as well as after. A settlement could

only be achieved if it is based on
this inconvertible fact.
He goes on to say: the suggestion

to divide the Eastern province on
a racial basis, if accepted, will strike
at the very roots of the aspirations
of the Tamil - speaking people
and therefore, merits scvere condem-
nation. We demand that such moves
be abandoned forthwith. Our stance
is that a settlement on a linguistic
basis is the only way out which
will be acceptable tothe Tamil - sp-
eaking people. No other solution will
be of any benefit to them. Recent
efforts to impose a solution have cre-
ated heartburn among them., In Ta-

mil areas those who should articul-
ate the wishes of the people ‘are
silent. Therefore it is our bounden
duty to step into this vacuunm.
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The Israeli President,

Mr. Chaim Herzog, spent

five hours and

twenty minutes in Sri Lanka recently while on his way to Tel Aviv from

his Asian tour,

During his brief stay here he met
talks of ‘mutual interest’, visited the Bandaranaike

President Jayewardene and had

Memorial Interna-

tional Conference Hail and a Buddhist temple.
Here’s a profile of Chaim Herzog.

Chaim {originally Vivian) Herzog,
as a British citizen, was educated at
Wesley College and later in London.

In 1935 he joined his grand pa-
rents in Jerusalem. He  attended
the Hebron Jewish Seminary  and
joined the Haganah, an undergro-

und Zionist terrorist organisation.
Herzog returned to Britain  the
following year to gain a law de-

gree at
1939, he joined the
and attended the Royal
Academy at Sandhurst. In
served as an officer - in  General
Cunningham’s staff, rising to the
rank of captain in British intelli-
gence.

Cambridge University. In
British army
Military
1940, he

During the Second World War,
Herzog participated in the invasion
of France and the occupation of
Germany, where he was appointed
district military governor. In 1946,
he was promoted to lieutenant-co-
lonel and served ac head of British
intelligence in northern Germany.

On his return to Palestine, he
was appointed head of the security
department of the Jewish — agency.
During the 1948 military takeover
of Palestine, he became head of in-
telligence with the chief-of staff.

On terminating this job in 1950,
Herzog was appointed Israeli Mili-
tary Attache in Washington. In

Telecom Repairs

The Eelam People’s Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF), in a
press release, has stated that just
as they had endeavoured to improve
the Postal Services in the Peninsula,
they expect to repair and maprove
the telecommunication system. They
have stated that the disastrous
state of the communication system
is largely due to pilferage of tele-
phone wires for the dual purposes
of selling them and to tap electri-
city illegally by unscrupulous, per-
sons.

Initially, on an experimental basis
the
and have
accordingly warned people not to

they have proposed to repair
Jaffna-Chunnakam lines

tamper or remove telephone wires-
as this will be detrimental to the
efficient working of the communi-
cation system. ‘

occupied West Bank. As such, he
was responsible for the wiping out
of several Palestinian villages as
well as the order to shoot any
Palestinians returning home ‘illega-
Iy’ across the Jordan River.

In the 1973 war Herzog was
called on to repeat his 1967 role
after Israel’s disastrous perform-
ance in the early stages of the
war,

PROFILE OF 1 7

1954, he held the position of com-
manding officer of the
district and later held a  similar
position in the southern command.

From May 1958 he held  the
position of head of Aman (Israeli
military intelligence), a position ca-
rrying with it the rank of  Aluf
(major-general). Among his ‘achie-
vements’ in the four-year period as
head of Aman was arranging the
co-operation of Aman with Savak,

the notorious secret police of the
Shah of Tran.
Herzog left the army in 1962

for a career in business and  the
law. He was called up in 1967 as
chief of internal propaganda. As
the Voice of Israel official comm-
entator in the 1967 war, he  was
responsible for morale and support
for the war. ‘

After the war, he was appointed
military governo: of the  newly-

P et

Jerusalem

Next, Herzog became'Israeli rep-

_resentative at the United Nations
! from 1975 to 1978. His most fam-

ous contribution there was refusing
to accept the right of the UN to
epuate Zionism with racism—he tore
up a copy of the reso lution at the
rostrum.

Following his return to Israel,

Herzog was elected to the Knesset
as a member of the Labour Align-

ment. Labour, of course, was 1n
opposition but that didn’t stop him
from taking an active role in supp-
ort of the invasion of Lebanon
initiated by the Likud government

of Menahem Begin and Ariel Sharon.

Subseguently, he was put forward
as the Labour candidate for  the
Presidency, which he won
unexpectedly when seven of the rul-
ing Likud coalition supported him

because of his right - wing views su-
ch as annexation of the West Bank.

Involuntary Display

We reproduce, without Comment,
an excerpt from a news item published
in the state-controlled Daily News
of 27th November.

Elections Commissioner Chandra-
nanda de Silva has rccommended
that display of a marked ballot
paper by a voter be made a punish-
able offence, in his report on the
December 1982 Referendum which
has.just been reizased.

The Commissioner has described
as ‘“scandalous’ the display of the
marked ballot, something unprece—
dented in the elections held in the
post-1947 period. He says that a
scontinuous and mass display’ of
marked ballots had occurred in some
polling stations and this could not
have been accidental.

«“Unless a demand has been placed

on them .. .. it is not likely thata
large number of  voters  would

have voluntarily displayed their
marked ballot papers in this mann-
er .. For what price did they sacri-
fice their privilege or right” he has
asked.

Saying that the secrecy of the vote
is a right of the voter, the Commiss-
ioner has peinted out that the secre-
cy provisions of the clection law
debars anyone from finding out how
a person has voted.

“Tt is an offence to attempt 1o
find it out. The one matter-on which
even a court of law cannot  question
a voter is about the candidate for
whom he had voted”, the Commiss-
joner said.

TR

Bullet After Tuition

A G. C.E. Student  Selvarasa
Suhanthi (16) was shot and ser-
jously wounded when she was fired
on by Seccurity forces at the Army
Camp at Point Pedro. She  was

returning home  after  attending
classes in a Tutory.

B e

As President, Herzog has taken an
extremely active rolein  Israeli poli-
tics, playing a key role in encourag-
ing the setting up of a ‘national uni”
1y’ goverument in 1984,

More rccently,  Herzog distingui-
shed himself- by granting wholesale
pardons. Probably the best known
was the one given to the head of the

UNIST

internal security service (Shin Bet)'
Avraham Shalom. Fhe pardon was
granted before Shalom attended any
court case, and after he had accept-
ed responsibility for the murder of
two Palestinian youths who hi-jack.
ed an Israeli bus. All of Shalom’s
collaborators in the mu:dzr and the
later cover-up were also pardoned.

Even more notorious was Herzog’s
pardoning of members of the Jewish
terrorist underground. These people
were found guilty of membeiship
of a terrorist organisation, illegally
carrying weapons, and the bombing of
three Arab West Bank mayors. They
also admitted plans to blow up the
holiest of (wo mosques in Jerusa- _
lem. Nearly all the terrorists
pardoned by Herzog or had their

sentences reduced.

—(Couriesy: VANGUARD)

The parents of the two army
men, Second Lt. Chandrasiri and
Pte. Bandara ‘now being held capti-
ve by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), sought permission
from the Government to visit them
but their request was turned down.
1t is now understood that they are ma-
King their own arrangements to come
to Jaffna. At the same time steps are
being taken to obtain the prisoners’
release. A petition signed by about
100,000 has been submitted to  the
President through Vijaya Kumarana-
tunge, leader of the Sri Lanka Mah-
ajana Party (SLMP) It is underst-
ood, that he is proposing to visit
Jaffna again and has sought the
permission of the President to pro-
ceed to Jaffna to secure the release
of the Army men in the LTTE’S
custody.

-~ No Bones About It

Residents of Thondamannar who ;
fled their homes to keep out of thé™
way, of the Security Forces during
the recent military operations, ret-
urned home to find only the skins
and bones of the cattle and goats
they had reared. Late-comers found
no trace even of the bones. WNo
prizes offered " to identify the culpitrs.

Were—<
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It was again a sad Saturday for
all the Tamil militants and leaders
of all the five groups—the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE)
the Eclam Revolutionary Organisation
(EROS), the Eclam Pcople’s Revolu-
" tionary Liberation Front (EPRLF),
the Tamil Eelam Liberation Orga-
nisation (TELO) and the People’s
Liberation Organisation of Tamil
Felam (PLOTE)—were rounded up
even before the sun could shed its
slumber. They were taken to police
stations in their dhotis and pyjamas,
after being disarmed by the police.
Velupillai Prabhakaran and a Bala-
singham of the LTTE and V. Bala-
kumar of the EROS were put un-
der house arrest on November 8.

The Police swooped on the mi-
litants and took away all iheir arms
—surface-to air missiles, two-inch
mortars, AK-47 automatic guns and

ammunition—mostly from Thanjavur

and some from Madurai and. other
areas.

Why should the Tamil Eclam mi-
litants be rounded up? Why were
their leaders detained in their houses?
How did they react? Will it affect
their struggle to free ‘‘their home-
land, Tamil Eelam’?

LTTE chief Prabhakaran, who was
freed on November 13 along with
his colleague, Balasingham, and Bala-
kumar, told, <T sincerely. feel that the
police action was taken to placate
Prasident J.R. Jayewardene. 1 would

Trinco Bishop
Thanked

“We should be grateful to Rt.Rev.
J.Kingsley Swampillai, Bishop of
Trincomalee, for the steps he has
taken in obtaining the assistance of
NORAD for the purpose of re-habi-
litating the Muslim refugees by means
of providing them newly constructed
_ houses to replace the houses that
“were destroyed due to the recent
Tamil-Muslim clashes in Kalmunai®
said A.M.Samsudecn, Attorney-at-law
and President of the Kalmunai Muslim
Rehabilitation Committee at a meeting
held at his residence.

Mr.Samsudeen went on to say that
the gesture will promote peace and
re-establish the cordial relationship
that had prevailed between the Tamils
and Muslims for several centuries.

Among those present were Rev.Fr.
Lope, Dr.A.M.L.Jameel, Consultant

and Attorneys-at-law Mr.N.M. Kari-
apper and Mr.M.L.M. Halith.

TRAPP

characterise this action as a gross
betrayal of Tamil people. This has

boosted the morale of the Sri Lankan
Government and its Army. The aeri—
is taking place

the

al bombardment that

in the coastal areas of Jaffna

V. Prabhakaran

peninsula clearly indicates that Presi-
dent Jayewardene is bent on military
path. Tt has been encouraged by the
crackdown on the Eelam militants
in Tamil Nadu”’.

G THI

the
Sri Lankan forces continued bomba-

According to LTTE reports,

rding several areas—  Atchuveli,
Nelliady, Vallai, Urikadu, Thickam,
Poligandi, Empily, Point Pedro,
Manthikai, Thumpalai, Vaivettithurai,
Thondamannaru, Viyaparimunai, etc.
After the disarming of the militants
in Tamil Nadu, at least four LTTE
guerillas were killed and five others
injured, besides civilian casualties.

Prabhakaran hoped that the
Indian Government “would not su-
perimpose a solution on  our peo-
ple bui rather seek a solution that
would satisfy the political aspira-
tions of our people by ensuring
their security.”

Sore over the rough manner in which
the Madras police had bundled the

by

C. S. Jayaram

Prabhakaran complained to Chief
Minister M. G. Ramachandran when
he was summoned along with Balasin-
gham on November 11 that they (in-
cluding Balakumar) were treated
like ordinary criminals. Balakumar
was reportedly not even provided
with tea or food but kept in the po-
lice station till 11 p.m. Sources alleg-
ed that at least one Tamil militant,
who was also picked up but shaken,
was provided with ‘spirit for. _im-
proving his spirits’. '

The LTTE chief who was consider—
ed a ‘blue -eyed boy’ of the  Chief
Minister, clarificd a report that he
was even planning to quit Tamil Na-
du and return to Jaffna. ‘‘when we
arc humiliated and harassed in a pl-
ace where we sought political asylum,
we feel that it is an insult to our Ta-
mil Eelam people. Anyway, instead of
being humiliated here, I would pre-
fer to go to my people and sacrifice
my life fighting for the freedom of

my people...”

Pirabhakaran also felt that ‘operat-
jon Tiger’’ by the Tamil Nadu police
«would seriously affect our struggle
because we have lost ahuge quanity
of arms and ammunition”’, which
according to him, were = essential
for the defensive operation in
Jaffna and  other  Tamil are-
as. Secondly, the police action
against them in which “they all had
co-operated and surrendered all their
arms quite peacefully without offer-
ing any resistance “will boost the
morale - of Sinhalese soldiers and
encourage them to launch an offen-
sive against the Tamils,” he added

militant leaders to police stations
after disarming them and wide pub-
licity given to the crackdown  on
them, Balasingham, political adviser
of the LTTE and former Professor
of Political Science in London, told
“These police operations have far
reaching consequences, both militarily
and politically. Militarily, they will
boost the morale of Sinhala troops
and encourage them to  commit
more atrocities on the Tamil pop-
ulation. They have already started
their. offensive in the coastal areas
of the Jaffna peninsula, even dis-

- regarding the advice of Prime Minis-

5
ter Rajiv Gandhi not to  escalate
the war.” .

The disarming operations, he

felt, had also affected the Tamil
militants fighting in the Jaffna pen-
insula since in a  guerilla war
a constant arms supply was
needed. The arms seizure had
affected the freedom  fighters
as a Jot of money had been
spent on their purchase. Secondly,
the supply was also stopped. Poli-
tically the police action would ‘“un-
dermine our cause and damage
our image, ‘‘Balasingham added.

Despite all this, the LTTE mili-
tants were determined to carry on
their war against the atrocities on
their people. Here (in India) they
always respected the law of the
land and that’s why they felt insul-
ted when the policc swooped on
them. <If their intention was to
disarm us, we would have ourselves
handed over all our arms and am-
munition,”’ a sad Ba'asingham said.

Balakumar too echoed  similar
feclings. He was sure that the po-
lice swoop was bound to  harden
the attitude of some of the Tamil
militants towards India and that
the action would neither alter their
course of activities nor demoralise:
them. According to him, the only

beneficiary of this action could be
President Jayewardene. The EPRLF
that kindled" the fire shared similar
sentiments.

—WEEKEND REVIEW

EXCELLENT. SAYS REAGAN

Following are excerpts from U.S.
President Reagan’s response to re-
marks of the newly appointed Sri
Lankan Ambassador to the U.S., Su-
santha de Alwis.

“Your country faces a spzcial chal-
lenge today as you tryto bring peace
to your troubled land. We strongly
believe that the territorial integrity
of your country must be preserved-
We commend the efforts of Presi-
dent Jayewardene to negotiate an
end to the crisis. As I wrote to
him in July, T believe that the pro-
posals he has advanced provide an
exeellent basis for reaching an accord
that will take into account the con-
cerns of dll parties. I am pleased
to note the substantial progress made
in the past few months and sin-
cerely hope that the spirit of com-
promise¢ and fairness shown so far
by both sides will continue so this
opportunity for peace is not lost.

You can be assured that we sup-
port you in your efforts and stand
ready to assist where possible to
help bring about a lasting peace.”’

Jaffna Youth Shine

Two youngsters from Jaffna have
excelled themselves in Football and
Cricket in Germany and  Netherlands.

Paul Pirakalathan, an old boy of
Jaffna Central College, who under-
went 6 months’ rigorous training, is
the first Sri Lankan to find a place
in a German state football side.
He turns out for Arnsberg.

Danny Dioaysius, an old-boy of
St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna, presen-—
tly a student in Van de Rusand
College, Netherlands, is captain of
its cricket eleven as well asa mem-
ber of Rosandala’s Provincial Cricket
Team and one of its versatile bow-
lers.

Both of. them
pective Colleges with
football and cricket.

served their res-
distinction in
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Increase of violence over the past
years has made each and every ci-
tizen to critically analyse the un-
fortunate events which are threaten-
ing the extinction of the man made
institution—civilization.

The phenomenon of violence fis
not only confined to a particular
area or social set up but is wides-
spread. In some countries there is
- continuous violence and ‘in some
others there is sporadic violence.
In all instances, the result is the
inconvenience, suffering, and death
caused to many lives, very often to
unfortunate innocents who seldom
have any role to play other than
being the victim. Since itis a com-
mon and acute social problem, one
is forced to think whether civiliz-
ation has come to the brink where
it can no longer render adequate
security for human existence. So-
ciologists taking up this challenge
have analysed and formulated s_ocial
systems that could sustain society
and enable it to function smoothly-
But such endeavours have often borne
only short-lived fruit. As a rational
approach, one should go deep into
the human genetic make up as well
as the process which led to this end
product (or an intermediary) form
known as Human.

The members of this super tribe

(civilised human) as well as the other

forms of life occupying this planet
earth are formed of a structural and
functional unit called the cell. The
average human is made up of nearly

i ;

5x10 2’cclls. Each cell has the macro-
molecules which carry the genetic
information, abbreviated as DNA.
This polynucleotide polymer is divi-
ded to form, the genctic unit known
as genes. The human genetic code
is about 2 meters long (believe it
or not) and has provision for about
3 millions genes. However, more
than 50°/. of the human genetic code
is found to be nonfunctional in the
present human environment. Some
of these would have been functional
during the pre-human era in human
ancestral forms which were dwelling
;n the jungle before the dawn of
civilization. This has been proved,
by the existence of some of the non-
functional structures found in the
human body known as vestigial or-
gans which amount to more than96.
These non-functional genes or the
vestigial genes still carried by the
modern human cou!d be made to
function urder propcr environmental
conditions with appropriate stimulus
or signals. -After all human actions
are the result of the total response
of the genetic traits to environmen-
tal signals. ’

Of the one hundred and ninety
three species of monkeys and apes,
one hundred and ninety" two are

covered with fur and one

.acutely exploratory

without
the fur, Homosapiens,naked Ape-Man,
Man has the biggest brain of all
primates; he is intensively vocal and
and lives in
gatherings. Man’s origin could be
traced to the surface dwellers which
existed 50-80 million years ago when
huge reptiles dominated the earth
surface. These primitive insectivore
stock realizing that there is still
competition on the ground adopted
tfree living and became the tree dwel-

plants. This is mainly achieved by-
his mental capacity. At the begin-
ning of his terrestrial ape era he
faced competition from other ani-
mal forms for existence. Realizing
the disadvantages of his size and lack
of any specialized organs for collection
of food or defence ke stopped intra
species competition to face the rest of
nature. This is the start of what
we call civilization. In order to con-
quer the rest of the animal forms
and to propagate ifs own species

SUPER

TRIBAL

INTOLER ACE

ler about 25-30 million years. How-
ever, when there was destruction of
the forest due to natural calamity
some of these dwellers continued as
tree dwellers knowing the limitations
of these tree environments, which

became the present day monkeys and
apes.

But some of them took the risk
and became ground dwellers again,
by which time the big reptiles had
vanished from the earth surface but

they had to compete with the al. .

ready adapted forms on the earth
surface i.e. they had to be more
carnivore than the old carnivores
and more herbivore than the old
herbivores. These tree dwellers had
teeth. They were more carnivore
than the carnivores and more her-
bivore than the herbivores. Instead
of improving on their canines or
claws they started hunting with tools.
This is the turning peint in human
evolution. The hunting act with tools
was possible only with great mental
capacity which they used at that time.
From that time onwards the human
line ‘of evolution was on mental ca-
pacity, which had more survival
value in beating the fittest (physical)
animal species. This phenomenon
gave rise to division of labour.

- Thus the hunting ape became a ter-

ritorial ape in steps. First the forest
ape followed by the ground ape
followed by the hunting ape followed
by the terrestrial ape and now the
civilized ape. During this change
the social pattcrn, sex, parental care
etc. also changed.

Today we consider Homosapiens
as the most advanced or evolved
animal. [Homosapiens as more inde-
pendent of the change in environ-
ment for his existence and for pro-

pagation than any other animal or

. vities

especially when it was at a dis-
advantage, lack of intra species
competition was an. achievement.

He started living in groups. Group
living brought certain specific prob-
lems eg. feeding, sexuality, hunting
etc. He was forced to make rules
and laws which had to be adopted
by each and every member for the
betterment of the group as a Whole.
This phenomenon was lacking in
all other living forms. This initi-
ation of man-made rule with the
passage of time turned into what
we call today civilization.

The laws were initially enacted

to stop competition within his own
species to face threats from other

animal forms. In spite of the fact
that man has passed the stage of

what he started originally:
he is sure that nature is well under
control and the law of the jungle
is debarred any more, intra species
competition cropped upi.e. as an

fndividual the human realized there
is no threat from nature but he

started to realize that another indi-
vidual of his own species offered
him more competition for his exis-
tence. P

This competition exists among the
individuals, ‘families’, group of fa-
milies, communities, ecological groups
and terrestrial groups, (or countries,
nations). When man faces such com-
petition, civilization has made pro-
vision for one to win over the
other by mental capacity and not

by physical means. This justification
is controversial. There is variation

in all parameters among members
of a speciesi.e. variation in physi-
cal capacity, mental capacity. Those
who have better mental capacity
could win over the others in civili-
zation, during competition. However
civilization has made *provision for
existence’ of all its members. But
when it comes to competition those
who have better mental capacity
are in an advantageous position,
The normal life span of an indi-
vidual is about 70 years. That is
well within the so - called period
of civilization which is about 20,000
years the maximum. Thus from the
day the individual is born, he or
she is in the so -called civilization
era and at first instantly adopted
means or norms of  civilization.
However, if one feels and is con-
vinced that his expectation is not
met by the civilized world he auto-
matically reverts back to the pre-
civilized trend through the instinct
which accumulated over two billion
years. What is 20,000 years of adap-

by

Dr. T. Vinayagamoorthy

University of Jaffna

competiton from other forms of
animals the Jaw which started conti-
nued debarring any intra species
competition on physical capacity TC.
the law of the jungle was erased,
once man got control over the
entire situation. Pioneer human acti-
exploited the elements of
nature and other living forms to
the maximum. However, realising
the fact that even other living forms
are essential for human living in
this planet he modified his policy
to “live and let live’’. He realized
that there should be a balance in
nature. If the elements of nature

are cxploited beyond its critical

_ limit then signs of human extinc-

tion started to show up. Though
he erased the law of the jungle he
has created another competition

and this time just the reverse of

tation compared to 2 billion years
of mstinct? The human genetic
code or the genes have metamorp-
hosed during these 2 billion years
under conditions of stiff competi-
tion in the jungle. The genes accu-
mulated by the end of this long era

is the result of this transformation:

Though man enjoyed another era
for the past 20,000 years how much
of these accumulated -genes have
vanished. It could be only masked and
not erased. It will be another long
period before such an eradication of
these ‘jungle gcnes’ is completed,
Whether humanity could survive such
a long period is questionable.

With the passage of time, the
super tribe started to show up signs
of acute as well as chronic signs

(Continued on page T)

Once,
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Lanka’s Ethnic Problem

A Linguistic State The Best Solution

Except the Sri Lankan radio, no
other source has announced that the
Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi, does not favour the creation
of linguistic states.  Whatever may
be the personal view of  politicians,
it has become a  well - established
principle the world over that creat-
ion of linguistic states has served to
defuse racial conflicts.

The Jawaharlal Nehru  Administ-
ration, ably assisted by the late Shri
C. Rajagopalachari and Sardar Pat-
el, had devised linguistic states as
the most plausible way of putting
an end to inter-racial or inter-commu-
nal conflicts in India. By this, the
various races of people in India
are able to  enjoy, within their res-
pective geographical limits, their
]inguistic,cultural, religious and eco-
nomic freedoms and at the same time
preserve their identity.

In Sri Lanka the ethnic and cultur-
al differences lay dormant during
the period of foreign administration
and cropped up soon after the att-
ainment of Independence when Sin-
hala racism and chauvinism began

to raise its gory head. The Racial
riots of 1956, 1958, 1977, 1981- 1983
disproved and negatived all possibi-
lity of Sinhalese and Tamils living
together under one roof. They reve-
aled the deep-seated’ racial hatred

of the Tamils by the Sinhalese. In
this all sections of the Sinhala peo-
ple, thugs, armed forces and the
Sinhala communal governments join-
ined hands. The Tamils were simply
exposed to terrorism and murder!
They were without any degree of
protection from the government.
Even President Jayewardene has ad-
mitted that the armed forces kill-
ed innocent Tamil civilians and
that his government could not give

them protection!
The Tamils consider the  Unitary

Government of Sri Lanka as provid-

from being commanal, can afford
a benevolent administration. This
is the specific reason why the ling-
uistic states of Tndia are free from
inter-state conflicts.

In this connection it must be em-=

phasised that the best model for us
to follow is the amalgamation of
Andhra  Pradesh and = Hyderabad.
both being chiefly Telugu-speaking,
In the case of North and East of

Sri Lanka, there is a more compell-
ing reason for these to be amalga-
mated, the reason being that dur-

ing the time of the racial riots, Ta-
mils are without any degree of prot-
ection from the Government,

by

S. Ponniah

ing a highway to Sinhala racists to
perpetrate murder, arson and robb-
ery of the Tamilsand their belong-
ings. Perforce, the Tamils are led to
clamour fora Tamil region where
the Tamils of the North and East
could administer their affairs in
their language with freedom, dig-
nity and safety. This is atoncea
democratic and legitimate demand.

Politicians and diplomats  both
within and without must bear these
facts in mind to appreciate why

the Tamils are clamouring for a ling-
guistic state. A linguistic state far

The Sri Lankan Government wan-
ts a non-linguistic state. Viewed fr—
om its angle, a non- linguistic  state
will help it to achicve the following
objects:

(a) diffusion of Tamil popula-
tion all over the Island: (b) the
disintegration and absorption of the
Tamils by the Sinhala race; (c) if
(b) is not found feasible, the Sin-
hala inajority and its Government
can provoke riots and destroy the
Tamil population as they are clearly
doing now; (d) secure the disso-
lution of the Tamils identity as a

nation; a non - linguistic

(e} .in

state it is easy for the communal

government to carry out its colo-

nisation plans,

Even a mature politician or . dip-
lomat, not knowing these ulterior
aims of the.- Goveinment, could be

g astry and made to believe that

linguistic states are not a necessity;
whereas minority groups like the
Tamils know that a linguistic state
could be a sanctuary for the afflic-
ted. This must be borse in mind
by all those who wish to seek
a satisfactory solution of the Tamil
Question. Tt must be stated that
mixed states are highly dangerous
to minorities. =

Colonisation of the traditional
Tamil homeland with Sinhalese is
an undemocratic challenge to Tamil
interests and will mean the death
knell of the ‘Tamils identity as a
distinct nationality.

The Government appears to have
prepared a fictitious list of house-
holders and this is, probably, meant
to show that the Sinhalese have
been resident in the Tamil areas of
Trincomalee and Batticaloa for many
years and have been the majority.
President Jayewardene had said so
at the SAARC Summit. It should
be noted that the poll results con-
tradict th's position; -not a singie

(Continued on page 11)

SUPER TRIBAL

(Continued from page 06)
of intolerance towards similiar tri-
bal groups. Once the tolerance ex-
ceeds its threshold value or the
critical limit, it is often manifested
as a state of violence which fre-
quently ends up in a bloodbath.

Between the years 1820 to 1945,
59 million people were victims of
such intolerance. Casualities in such
magnitude had never taken place in
the pre -~ human era, except in case

~of natural calamities such as earth-

quakes or bombarding by meteori-
tes and comets of planet earth
‘One main reason for such a high
casualty rate is the use of refined
materials which were invented for

hunting e.g. knife, guns etc. With
the discovery of nuclear weapons
the number of victims escalated.

The discovery of recombinant DNA
technology or gene splicing (Gene-
tic engineering) could magnify the
number of victims still more, if
not properly checked.

What are the causes for such
intolerance and the destruction that

INTOLERANCE

follows? Though there are many
reasons one could highlight the pre-
dominant ones: a) The swelling of
the super tribe territorially as well
as socially into similar tribes; b)
The growth or prevalence of techno-
logical inequality between various
super ftribes. =

As late as 600 B.C. Athens had
a population of 20,000; today it has
no fewer than 2,000,(50() people. A
100 fold increase. In spite of the
fixed or limited natural resources
the world’s human population is in-
creasing. For a- tribal hunter 20,000
years ago looking out from his
cave his territory extended upto
the point where he could see and
to the point where he could reach.
But today civilized tribal man has
only a limited, small territory where
he cancarry out his activities. ;Su-
ch an area may be a few feet or a few
yards in some modern urban and rural
areas. As a result of such shrink-
age, the ecological niche of the
communities and of the jndividual
started to overlap. This is a biologi-

cal as well as a social constraint
which induces the individual or the
communities to readjust itself tem-
porarily or permanently. Failure of

such readjustment ends up in re-
pulsion and often culminates in
violence.

The other contributary factor is
the growth and prevalence of in-
equality of technology. Modern
civilization is fully geared to techno-
logical advances. The benefits and
success of modern tribes depend
mainly on the adoption of the tech-
nological -development in modern
times. Those tribal groups which

are unable to adopt- such technolo-
gical advances . are “handicapped.

When these two parameters operate
fully, the handicapped groups or in-
dividuals are pushed out of the in-
stitution of civilization and the
victims have to enter the era of
pre~civilization not as a  choice but
due to lack of alternatives. Once the
person(s) is (are) in the pre-civilizat-
ion era, the norms of civilization do
not mean anything to him and th-
us the enacted laws become null
and void for this unfortunate per-
son(s) and he reverts to the pre-ci-

"laws are -enacted.

vilization trend in achieving his
goal, which is physical violence.
Such an unfortunate event disrupts
the normal functioning of civilization,
Those operating within civilization
respond in like manner but ina
more refined, magnified form. This
vicious circle continues on and on and
the use of modern weapons provides
more safety for the uses and less sa-
fety for the innocent observers.

Future success of civilization de-
pends on rectification of the foll-
owing: (a) The institution of civili-
zation should be considered as a
very recent man-made system which
suppresses the vital trends that pre-
vailed or are prevailing in the bio-
logical system. Biological reality sho-
uld be considered, assessed before
(b) Aill human
beings should be incorporated into
the institution of civilization or. prop-
er avenues be provided to individu-
als, groups of individuals to attain
the criteria of success adopted by
civilization, which could be internat-
ional or localized. (¢) Civilization
should make suitable provision for
a state of balance among varioug
living forms as well as the rest of
the non-living components of natu_
re. Failure of such a comphrehensive
approach could well mean a revers-
ion to a pre-civilised state of affai-
Ts.
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JR’s Bullet - riddled Heart

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

“When every bulletfrom ‘terror-
ists’ or security forces kills a civilian,
the bullet goes into my heart,”

—President Junius Richard Jaye-
wardene at SAARC meeting in Ban-
galore. 7

What a terrible tragedy, that Sri
Lanka’s dear President should have
sucha  bullet-riddled heart. Only
now the people of this country, in-
cluding the thousands of innocent
Tamil civilians, men, women, child-
ren and the rest of the world know
how hard the President’s heart could
be after so many bullets have entered
it during the last three years. Or,
could it be possible that the great
President has no heart now? To have
absorbed so many bullets into that
precious heart has indeed been a  st-
upendous feat, especially  if such a
heart could have existed after almost
thousands of bullets, both from the
security forces and the ‘terrorists’.

The President has also  followed
the bullet in my heart cry with, inter
alia, “Ido not know how to stop it.
Violence achieves nothing, except dis-
tress and hatred”’. Then he goes on
about the Gautama Buddha, Mahat-
ma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Mrs.
Indira Gandhi and claborates on
having participaied in the non=violent
movement in India and 2nds his spee-
ch thus: “As [ say again violence
means hatred. Hatred cannot be con-
quered by violence, but only by non.
violence and love. That is the way
1 would like to follow.”

Great sentiments and well express-
ed Mr. President. While reading
your speech, my mind wandered do-
wn memory lane...the famous liber-
alisation of the economy  effected
the farmers of the North and East
very-badly . Why was not the All
Party Conference to settle the mino-
rity problems called? After 1977 the
gradual escalation of violence started

on both sides — the security forces
and the militants ... In 1979 the Go.
vernment threatened ‘to wipe out

terrorism in six months’ and a State
of emergency was declared.  Several
Tamil youths taken into custody
never went back... and altheugh even
a Parliamentary Select Committee
did not exonerate the police and the
security forces, no further investigat-
ions were made.

In 1981, the UNP candidate Thia-
garajah and two policemen were
killed by the militants during the
DDC election campaign. That resulted
in the storming of Jaffna bythe JSS
shock troops and  security forces.
The Jaffna Public Library with aro-
und'95,000 valuablc books were
burnt. The public markets in Jaffna,
Chunnakam  and Kankesanthurai

were also destroyed by fire... that-
was real violence - which

control hatred.

Then came the Prevention of Terr-
orism Act (PTA) and since 1979
how many young men have been
taken into custody and detained of-
ten incommunicado on the suspici-
on of being involved with ‘terrorism’?

Amnesty International, the Civil
Rights Movement, in Sri Lanka and
the Movement for Inter Racial Jus-
tice and Equality have condemned
the PTA and expressed grave concern
at the violation of human rights and

excesses of the security forces. Many
Sinhala political parties have also
called on the Government to repeaj

the PTA.

That was in the North. What abo-
ut the Sinhala areas in the South? Sin-
ce 1977 thuggery was resorted to by
the Government to suppress dissent-
ing views. The general strike of
July 1980 demanding a salary incre—
as¢ was suppressed by dismissing
the strikers numbering about 100,000,

could not.

Several leading politcians in the
UNP are alleged to have hit  squads
ready to be rushed to any place
where settlement by thuggery was
called for. Settling matters by thugg-
ery may give short- term results  suit-
able to the Government. But thuggery
could boomerang as has happened
in the case of the militants. Of co-
urse the President, whose heart bleeds

when a bullet enters it, has not been

aware of any of the incidents of vio-
lence given in general outline.

The Referendum of  December
1982, when unbridled vio-
lence and thuggery were unleashed
often cncouraged by the police, was
the final trump in the game of thu-
ggery.Then came the holocaust of July
1983, The orgy of looting, arson, rape
and murder went unchecked. The
immediate  provocation, allegedly
was the killing of 17 Sinhala soldiers
by Tamil militants on July 23. But
the killing of about 40 Tamil young
men taken by the security forces
on July 24 was made public only later,

attacked a
section of the strikers, killing Soma-
pala a trade unionist- Their families

A pro-Government  mob

are starving:  Around 13 of them
committed suicide. Yet about 10,000
have not been given back their jobs.
Violence was used to suppress all
trade uuion activity.

Thuggery is sysnonymous with vio-
lence. During the last number few
years a’ter 1977, thugs  have been
used against  groups or individuals
that sought redress of any grievances
through peaceful demonstration.

Take the cases of students, women
workers on strike, nurscs, the 700
blind weavers, Buddhist monks, jo-
int gatherings of the clergy, the Sin-
hala Balavegaya, Prof. Ediriweera

Sarathchandra. They were set upon
by thugs with the  assistance of the
police. May be our President in his

absolute innocence and dharmisia
ways was not aware of any of those
incidents. ;

Police oificers found guilty of vio-
lating human rights were immediat—
ely promoted and any damages or-
dered by the Supremz  Court paid
by the Government. To crown every-
thing Supreme Court judges were hu.
miliated and  intimidated byv: thugs
who had been transported in state.
owned vehicles.

From the dawn of July 25. thugs
went on the rampage. There was ab-
solute anarchy, with some sections
of the security  forces participating
in the violence. A curfew was declar-
ed from Monday 2 p.m. to  Wednes-
day. That kept indoors only the
law abiding people. The thugs never
had it so good.

On Thursday 29 July, 1983, Pre-
sident Jayewardene spoke to the nat-
ion on television. His message  was
in reality an excuse for the violence
by the Sinhalese. He added that ear-
ly legislation (the Sixth Amendment-
to the Constitution making the de-
mand for a separate state illegal
would be passed early.

It would have been fun going do-
wn the corridors of memory had the
incidents that took place in this count-

ry not been so full of tragedy, mise-
ry and frustration for not only the
Tamils but to all reasonable- Sinha-

lese.

However, I only weep for the bullet
riddled heart of President Junius
Richard Jayewardene,

A .M. Hettiarachchi
Nugegoda

Heart of Steel
Editor
SATU DAY REVIEW

Two points stood out in President
Jayewardene’s Bangalore speech. One
was that as a disciple of Mahathma
Gandhi and as a votary of Ahimsa,
he was totally opposed to the use
of violence as a weapon in attempts

to find solutions to even political
problems and that solutions should
be sought through the use of non-
violent methods only. The other was
that he was a true friend of India.

Does the President seriously sug.
gest that Ahimsa should be the wea-
pon of only the meek and the op-
pressed? One is tempted to ask
why, for that matter, he cannot or-
der his armed forces to adopt a
little bit of non-violence in their be-
haviour towards at least the un-
armed Tamil civilians. Why, again
cannot he order his forces to show
a little bit of MAITRI towards the
thousands of innocent Tamil youths
who are incarcerated in Boosa and
other torture camps, and try to win
them over?

He spoke of the deep sorrow he
always. felt whenever he heard of a
death caused by a soldier’s or ‘ter-
rorists’ bullet. Surely, his heart must
be made of steel to have withstood
all the pangs of sorrow he must
have felt over the mass butchery
and killings of innocent Tamil civi-
lians in the Northern and Eastern
provinces during the last three years
—killings which would have reached
the 10,000 mark by now—Killings
which would have been going on in
some part of the Tamil areas even
as he was waxing eloquent about

the virtues of Ahimsa at Ban-
galore.

et alone the. ‘terrorists’ for a
moment. Does he seriously expect

the Tamils to forget his “If it be
peace, let it be peace;if it be war,
let it be war” speech that he ad-

dressed to the leadership of the T. =~

U.L.F.-—a political party whose cadre
did not possess even a bullet—after
the last General Election, and which
led to the communal riots of 19772

As for his proclamation of being
a true friend of India, we cannot
(nor can the Indian Government) for-
get the speech he made during the
visit of the British Prime Minister,
in the course of which he asked,
“How can a country, that is a
friend of our enemy, be our friend’’?

Pt. Pedro K. Sivanandasundaram

Fiends At Work

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

On Tuesday, 11th November, 1986,
by about 5-30 a.m., the droning of
helicopters was heard and within afew
minutes there was continuous firing.
Then heavy guns from the Thonda-
mannar camp and the Valvettiturai
camp sprayed shells indiscriminately
all over the area. On top of this
gunboats began shelling from the sea.

People started fleeing their homes
in the bare clothes they were wear-
ing, carrying the children who were
velling out through fright. People
were virtually r1unning away from

Thondamannar, Kerudavil and May-
iliyathanai, the villages adjoining the
army camps at Thondamannar and
Valvettiturai.

(Continued on page 9)
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Three helicopters were strafing the
roads and houses along Thonda-
mannar - Point-Pedro road, passing
through Uduppiddy and Alvai, Nel-
liady area. Valvettiturai-Uduppiddy
road and the Uduppiddy-Atchuvely
road through Vallai. The roofs of
houses were badly damaged; passers-
by were injured and vehicles dama-
gad.

Then by about noon, helicopters
tried to drop army personnel on the
Uduppiddy-Atchuvely Road that
goes through Vallai at a point close
to the Vallai junction, about 200
yards away from Atchuvely.
 This attempt was thwarted by the
militants and ultimately army per-
sonnel blew up a culvert to block
traffic along that road.

The whole of Vadamaradchy area
was affected either by shelling from
the army camps at Point-Pedro,
Valvettiturai and Thondamanna: Or
by helicopter strafing and by bom-
bing. :

The Manthikai Base Hospital at
Point-Pedro was damaged by shells
falling there.

This episode continued till about
§ p. m. and again started the follow-
ing day. Wednesday, the 12th No-
vember by about 5-30°a. m. The
people could not get on to the road
or stay in their own houses.

The people from the affected vil-
lages were housed at the Uduppiddy
American Mission College and now
there are about 1200 people housed
there. When the helicopter person-
nel saw these people they repeatedly
strafed the building, perhaps with
the intention of killing the refugees.

The people of Uduppiddy and
the Citizens Committee rose up 10
the occasion, acted fast and provi-
ded meals to the refugees. Neces-
sary medical aid was rendered by
a few medical men headed by Dr.
Gunaratnam of Imayanan, who 18
a social worker ot the area.

Social Service organisations moved
fast and they are doing their best
to serve the refugees.

Is the Government out to destroy
the Tamil people? This is the ques-
tion in the mind of every citizen.
In civilized countries, the army and
police protect women, children and
civilians but here they are massa-
cred.

Have devils and brutes been deli-
berately let loose on the Tamil people?

Kerudavil Gunam
Wheels of Justice
Editor

SATURDAY REVIEW

I crave your indulgence to write
this open letter to the Senkadagala
M.P.,, Mr. Shelton Ranarajah.

,You is the only U. N. P. Minis-
tet who has been warning and
pleading with the government about
the injustice and inhuman atroci-

even ask for

ties perpetrated on the Tamils of
Sri Lanka.

General human traits are applica-
ble to all human beings irrespec-
tive of caste or creed. Although
people have the human form, only
a few have the human characteris=
tics — Love for fellow being and jus-
tice to all. It is not an exaggera-
tion to say that you come under
this category of human  beings.
Whereas there are other human
beings who are beasts and devils
who enjoy in the misery and destru-
ction of fellow beings.

The Tamils, Muslims, Burghers
and Sinhalese are citizens of  Sri
Lanka. 1f every citizen of  this

country does not enjoy equal rights,
then how can one say that this
is a democratic country? Some say
that the majority should enjoy all
the bencfits whereas the minority
should take the crumbs that fall
from their table. Is this justice?

The government and the majori-
ty community want the minorities
to be subservient to them and not
their birth-right. Is
it fair?

From 1956 the Tamils have su-
ffered the most inhuman acts — mur-
der in the most horrible way, rape,

looting, arson and destruction  ©Of
property — and the majority commu-
nity and the government have not

done  anything substantial or
concrete to rectify the wrongs
done to them, Instead  of

rectifying the wrongs done to them,
the - army is ~bit- loose~ 1o
do the most terrible and horrifying
acts in a legal way under the guise
of suppression of terrorism. How
fong can one do this and hoodwink
the world?

I ask you, Sir, as a reasonable and
honourable gentleman who 1is hol-
ding a high position in the gover—

nment, whether these acts perpet-
rated on the Tamils are reasona-
ble? How can one live in amity

and peace with the Sinhalcse when
these horrifying crimes are perpet-
rated on the Tamils in the name
of law and order? After suffering
all this bitterness can you expect
the Tamils to live with the Sinha-
lese as friends?

If such acts seem to be unrea-
sonable and unjust to a few noble

souls like you in the Sinhalese
community, did they raise their
voice, as you are doing, and tell

the others that what they are doing
is wrong? Why are they keeping
silent? Is ‘it not a sign of cowar-
dice or fear for condoning these
acts? I have many friends, among
the Sinhalese who are prepared to

admit theit fault but will not pub-
licly admit that. Evil cannot sur-

_ pickle, which T was not

“Honthai Yanda”’.

vi.e but its success is only for a
short time. Lvil will be destroyed
and destroycd  without any signs
of it having cxisted. The wheel of

justice grind slowly but  surcly.
Jaffna Mohan
Travel Hazards
Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW
Hats off to you Mr. Editor for

your candid expression under the
caption, “Security is big business®’,
in the S.R. of 15th November ’86.

I presume it most appropriate for
me to give your readers the ha-
zards my wife and 1 underwent

early last month during our journey
to Colombo from  Chavakachcheri.

We are both in our late fifties.
My wife not knowing the hazards
of a journey to Colombo, these
days, pestered me that we
should see our daughter and grand
children who are based in Colombo.

We undertook our journey by
private bus to Vavuniya and from
there we went by train. Our first
stop was at Elephant Pass. All the
passengers with their bags had to
go to the checking point, open the
bags and had to state what and
what they were taking. In a plastic
bottle, my wife had put some lime
aware of
and as a result, I could not pro-
perly. answer the-‘cop’ who asked
what the contents of the bottle were.
He was wild over my hesitation
and said, ‘pisu seeya’, the meaning
of which I did not know then.

From Elephant Pass we went to
Vavuniya via Mullaitivu, as the
army was on the march from Kili-
nochchi to Mankulam Camp on this

day and as a result no  vchicle
could by-pass them: it was a
question of following them. The

other checking point was at Vavu-
niya in front of the Kachcheri.
There, my good old lady too had
had to get down and walk up to
the checking point. The identity
card was first shown and there
she had to open her old handbag,
where, among other odd things, she
had the photographs of our two
sons, who had to leave Sri Lanka
after the 1983 ethnic problem.

My wife was questioned as to
who they were, in Sinhala, which
she could not understand: she really
faced the language problem. Final-
ly she was asked where she was
going. She replied ‘Chavakachcheri’,
My wife who
was uncomfortable in front of the
army, came running to me as if
she had faced a viva voce test for
an executive appointment.

Then the Security Officers .at the
Railway Station, my god, did a
thorough checking by emptying the
entire contents of the bag and in
the process the lunch parcel came
unloose and stained the other items,

so much so, it had to be thrown

out the only consolation was that
the security man had the courtesy

to say ‘sorry’ for the incident.
The other checking point was

Maho  Railway Station. Here of
course we were spared the trouble
of getting down. Finally we reached
Colombo with an empty stomach,
cursing all and sundry.

I am now back at Chavakachcheri
minus my wife. She will join
me when the checking is done away
with.

Language problem followed by
cthnic problem has now. resulted in a
family problem!

Lanka today is a Taste of Paradise
indeed.

Meesalai M. Kanakalingam

Some Suggestions

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

1 am a keen reader of the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW and would like to offer
a few suggestions which T hope you
may consider as the public too
would appreciate same.

Your paper could provide more
news to the general public if its
size could be made larger, length
and breadth-wise.

I also wish, that your papers are
more widely distributed in areas
like Batticaloa,Trincomalee, Amparai,
where many people would like to
read about, the actual happenings.

I think probably due to your
economic situation, purchasing bigger
Machines etc.would also be a problem,
If difficulties of this type are over-
come I am sure the Tamil speaking
public would definitely extend there
fullest coperation to the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW.

Batticaloa S. Rajakumar
Personal Capacity
Editor §

SATURDAY REVIEW

1 find that my letfer in the S.R.
of 1st November titled FEcclesiasti-
cal and Filing Cabinet has  been
published signed by myself as Ge-
neral Secretary, Student  Christian
Movement of Sri Lanka. This will
at once create the impression that
I am expressing views on behalf of
the Movement.

I wish to make it clear that the
sssay published in the S. R. of 27th
September headlined The  <Cross’
Questions as well as the subsequent
letter were written in my Personal
capacity and not as a  representa-
tive of the Student Christian Mo-

vement. These articles bear no re-
lation whatsoever to stances (if any)
adopted by the SCM.

I sbhall be grateful if you
publish this clarification.

will

Lakskman Gunasekera
General Secretary

Colombo S. C. M.
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Contemporary Buddhism In Lanka::

- 8ri Lanka Bauddha Samiti Niyojita
Sabhava is a name of an organization.
The name means *Sri Lanka Society
of Buddhist Associations” but the
two official translations - into Eng-
lish are “Sri Lanka Buddhist Feder-
ation of Representatives of Buddhist
Associations.”

This Federation is the oldest fo
the organizations which were formed
recently becavse of the national
conflict, Tt was established in 1979
with the purpose of being a forum
for all Buddhists and Buddhist or-
ganizations in Sri Lanka.The feder-
ation comprises now 75 Buddhist
organizations, The Federation holds

How A Forej

It was Mr. Perera who after 1977
made an exmination of the ethnic
origin of the ambassadors appoint-
ed by Mr. Jayewardene.. He found
that there was great disproportion
and succeeded in getting many Tamil
ambassadors replaced by Sinhalese,

Mr. Siri Perera keeps in his study
a bust of the Anagarika Dharma-
pala (1864-1933).

In the vocabulary of Mr. Perera
when speaking about ‘“the national
question”” the word “race” is highly
frequent. According to him the
Sinhalese belong to “‘the lightskinned
Aryan race’® and the Tamils to
‘““the darkskinned Dravidian stock”’.

ation from wealth, sex and violence
and social relations. A patient liste—
ner will soon discover this lacuna
but he will soon understand that
Mr. Perera has a special concept of
Buddhism. For Mr. Perera the prob-
lem of ‘‘the race” is unseparable
from the problem of “Buddhism?’.
“To defend the Sinhala race is to
defend Buddhism.’’ Mr. Perera who
is explict in this point reveal by
this statement not only that -he is
the pupil of the Anagarika Dharma-
pala but also of the chief ideologist

of the Sinhale Bala Mandalaya, the
monk Madihe Pannasiha,

The ideas and aims of the Fede-

On the cost of minorities which
are clearly discriminated religiously,
socially-economically and politically.
These demands were made public
nine months defore July 1983,

There is an organisation called
Samasta Lanka Sinhala Bauddha Sa-
mvidhanayas, “All Lanka Sinhales e
Buddhist Organization®® Tt was foun-
ded in 1981 on account of <the
national question.” Tts head is Mr.
Edmund Panagoda, who is an in-
dastrialist: Tts headquarters are at
170 1/1, Galle Road, Dehiwala.

This organization has a strategic
local organization on the basis of

meetings on the last Saturday of ration can be demonstrated by a . o
every ﬁwnth at Sri Lanka Vidyalaya, Mr. Perera is in full agreement with study of 25 demands which the Feyde-' vxﬂllageS, CIC.Cf}?fateS-. . districts an.d
58, Sri Vipulasena Road. The chair- the producers of the new national flag ,.gj0n in the name of the Federa- i”m;mc{:’l?hmt Soc{eués e ety
man is Mr. S. Perera, (the treasurer in which the green and orange stripes tion sent to all candidates for the geve.: t e ;reb Ju.Sl rnow 126
Mr. S.P. Senaratne and the secret~ Which symbolize the Muslims and pec dentil soction i 1982, ig:xe ies on the basis of electora-
Tamils are eliminated.This flag is now :
s LT distri{)uted by another orgafization, Pome ol ithe I dunnis _ The organization has  several
The chairman, Mr. Siri Perera, iS ne Sinhala Bala Mandalaya, of which Declaration of Sri Lanka as g Interests. One is to organize at
now in his seventies (but heis stll nfr perera alsois a board member. Buddhist Republic and of Buddhism Village level the dahampasalas, the
mentally and physically alert). He pre-schools, attached  to the u.;
gained his great victories in his Buddhist monasteries. Already
professional career as a lawyer Professor Peter Schalk of the Department of Comparative Religioa, in 1977 the present UNP- go-
during the time of the Dudley University of Uppsala, led a discussionon ‘Contemporary Buddhism In vernment had started a campaign
Senanayake regime (1965-1970) when  Grj f anka’ at the Evelyn Rutnam Institute for Intercultural studies on  fOr cstablishing daham pasalas  all
he got the title Q. C.”’(Queen’s Coun- 14th November. We publish here excerpts from his talk focusing on over the country. New school-books .
cellor).He was also appointed High Sinhala Buddhist hardline thinking. were approved by the government
Commissioner in India. He declared and spread all over.. The Al
Lanka Organization has taken up

himself to me that he belongs to the
wing of the UNP which promotes
the ideals of Dudley Senanayake.
According to Mr. Perera, the present
leader of the UNP, the president
of Sri Lanka, Mr. J.R. Jayewardene,

of _%th
follows,

analysis
as

Perera’s

Mr.
national question’® is
Colonization from the first Portu-
guese conquerors to the English hold

back the Tamils from trying to

as a state religion together  with
provisions that all important posts
should be held by Buddhists; All
state occasions should have a Budd-
hist orientation and the Sangha should

this programme from the govern-
ment. Mr. Panagoda thinks that re-
ligious education is necessary to
make people good and peaceful.

The main question* for this or-

“js not one of us”. This expression take over the power in th_e country. have the table of government pre- ganization is “‘the national question’’.

has two meanings. It means that But before the colonization the cedence; Anuradhapura should be i ideology is comprised in a si-

Mr. Jayewardene has  deviated Tamsls fI;O{‘n Soulth Ind!a sx‘llclc;ssw_ely declared capital of Sri Lanka: ogan: “to safesuard the religion, the

from the ideals of Mr. Senanayake invaded SriLanka. Th‘lS will happen : , ‘. : : country and the people.”” The or-

and that “he is not a Sinhalese’,, today again. The Tamils count more To take action in family planning S ecion doct . Rim
. : . Sl > activities if methods are being em- =

he is not an Aryan,’ Mr. Pererais than 50 million and can therefore i 4 sources, which are all in Sinhala,

refeiring to the wide-spread politi-
cal slander that Mr. Jayewardene
is of Dravidian origin and that his
grandfather betrayed the last King of
Kandy to the British.

Political slander is somefimes in-
teresting not for what it reveals
but for what it hides. In this case
it hides the antagonism and the
clift between two wings in the UNP
and it hides the discontent with
Mr. Jayewardcne’s compromises in
the negotiations with . the Tamils.

casily take over Sri Lanka. Mz, Perera
very much likes the analogy ‘before
and afier colonization.”” With neces-
sity history mnst repeal itself,

According to Mr. Perera
Hawks” in the Jayewardene govern-
ment who use the same language and
concepts as he does are only acting to
win the masses. The same is valid
for the “Hawks” in the SLFP. The
only honest politician was Dudiey
Sepanayzke “ard a few more” who

never would surround themselves

“the

ployed which affect the position of
the majority race. Revision of ma-
rriage laws pertaining to all religi-
ons and formulation of laws to pre-
vent mducements being offered to
Buddhists to embrace other iaiths.
Finding solutions to  prevent the
culture and heritage being corrup-
ted by various forces such as the

massmedia, tourism, liquor, drugs
elc.

Implementation of the Sirima-Sha-"

stri pact and making Sinhalese the
medium of insruction to those aqu-

a “pure lion flag*. One of the MPs,
who have been supported by this
organization by moral and finan-
cial support was Mr. Cyril Mathe-
ws-as long as he was a  minister
of the cabinet. His
distributed still by this organization.

One aspect of “the national que-
ation” is archacology, because, acco-
rding to Mr. Panagoda, it reveals,

that many places where now Tamils

live, originally were settled by
Sinhalese. Mr. Cyril Mathew had

According to Mr, Perera the conflict o0 people like Mr. Cyril Mathew iring citizenship. used his political power to inte-
in 1983 could explode only because .4 g thugs.. : grate archacology into a strategy
Mr. Jayewar- Each of these points could be di- of resettling Sinhalese in  Tamil

of the negligence of

dene. He should have armed the When Mr. Perera speaks as the scussed at length but 1 only point areas.er.Panadgoda} thinks t'hat such
military forces and established a chairman of a federation of Buddhist out here the general idea expressed ?;;aflgi;avs%%r Orfsenves moral . and
militaFy pact with China in order organizations he seldom refers to in these demands, to expand the add

to threaten india, specific Buddhist ideas of renunci- Sinhala- Buddhist identity. {(Continued on page 11)

speeches are ~

o
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Here’s an eye-witmess account

of what happened at Mullaitivu
on 21st November.

As a helicopter was dropping leaf-
let warning people  to leave their
homes and take shelter. in schools
and temples, a group. of  security
forces reached Vidiyanantha Coll-
ege, Mullaitivu by way of  Mulliya-
walai on 21st, November.

‘This was a prelude 10 indiscrimin-
ate arests and destruction of  pro-
peérty. Initially 6 young persons  bet-
ween the ages 20 and 25 were round-
ed up and with their  hands tied be-
hind their backs, were taken along
by. the soldiers who marched in tight
formation to prevent .people from
leaving their houses. They then broke
into an arrack tavern for Dutch co-
urage. Helicopters and a plane gave
them air cover.

- As a sudden blast
5 of the youths were shot dead,

ripped the air,
the

Lanka S Ethmc...

(Continued /1 om page 7)

ﬁnhala M. P. was returned to Par-
liament by the Tamil electorate.

The Tamils maintain that' the
North and East never formed part
of* the Sinhala possessions.

The 1mpart1al writer Cleghorn, a
highly placed official under the
Brmsh Governnient, had minuted as
far back as 1899: “Two different
nations of the Island: First the
Sinhalese inhabiting the interior of
the country, in its Southern and
Westein parts, from the river Wall-
ouwe to that of Chilaw”’.

This makés it clear that North

and East were outside the area in--

that
other

and
the

habited by the Sinhalese
they were inhabited by
a¥ion: viz. the Tamils.

These major considerations must
be reckoned with by those who are
engaged in finding a solution to the
ethnic issue. The Lankan Governme-

nt must co-operate and help India
in making the settlement substanti-
aj- Its intrasigence and unwhole-
some diplomacy have aggravated
the ethnic  problem leading to
ruthless violence that had caused
the killings of thousands - of Tamils

and this by way of reaction, has been
responsible for the formation of Ta-
mil niilitant groups.

ullai

sixth feigned death and  survived
but that did not prevent them tak-
ing away his wristlet.

They entered a number of houses,

seized jewellery and other valuables,
destroyed tape recorders, wall clocks
and other household goods which
they presumably could not take
away.

They broke inio the house of
Balakrishnan, a retired engineer
—a paralystic. He owned a farm at
Mullaitivu. They forced his wife to

cook for them, rested .
left.

awhile and

About 200 persons taken into cus-
tody at Mullaitiva were mercilessly
assaulted at the time of arrest.

The Rupavahini version belies these
incidents, The people who were
shown carrying weapons had' these
weapons thrust on them at gun-point.

School students and employees of
the C.T.B.. who were among the

arrested, were released on the inter-

How A Foreigner Sees....

{Continued from page 10)

Mr. Pagoda was also in the fore-
front to get “the things’”’, who were
made responsible for July 1983, re-
leased “from prison. Most of them
were, according to him, innocent
young people.

The adversaries of this movement
say that Mr. Pagoda is holding a
candle for the Jayewardene - wing
of the UNP there is no doubt and
it is no secret that the All Lanka
organization supports the UNP.

“Its choice of having electorates as
- an organizational basis is

very
strategic.

They aré adherents of the “pure”
lion flag which indicates that no
special place should be given to mi-
norities. - The only difference I can
see is that the other organizations
belong to the opposition All Lanka
organization belongs to the govern-
ment. But both groups are very
eager in showing themselves as
“pure”” lions.

Sinhala Bala Mandalaya

The expression Sinhala Bala Ma-
dalaya (SBM) means “Circle of Sin-
halese Force” or “Circle of Sinha-

lese Authority”” and is a 'name of
a Buddhist organization with the

aim of preserving “race and religion’,
The SBM comprises now 22 Bud-
dhist organizations. To say that the
SBM is a secret organization would
be an exaggeration but it is much
more. difficult to get information
about it than about the other or~
ganization.

The SBM was founded - according
to one source of information in the
first half of 1982 and made its first

specular appearance on May 22nd
1982 which is National Heroes’ Day

once introduced by the SLFP go-
vernment in 1972. According to an-
other source of information there

was another organization first called
Sinhala Bala Vegaya ‘the wave of
Sinhala force’” which existed still in
October 1982 but which changed its
name into Sinhala Bala Mandalaya.
The name of the founder of the
Sinhala Bala Vegaya and his origin
is known to me. He is now the
Chairman of the FEuropean Branch
of the SBM with its center -in Lon-
don. There is also a strong local
SBM in Paris. I have not heard
about a Jocal SBM in Stockholm
but the friendship association of
Stockholm has the same ideology as

the SBM. There is also an Ameri-

can Branch of the SBM. The reli-
ligious patron of the SBM is Rev.
Madihe Pannasiha and the chairman

Rev. Madoluvave Sobhita. Lay patron
is MF. Siri Perera who also is the

president of the Federation. 1know
Rev. Sobhita personaily since 1978.
I have even written a book about
him as a folkpreacher. The book
is published as nr.3 in the series
Studies in the history of religions
at the faculty of arts, Uppsala Uni-
versity. In 1978 he was still unpo-
litical, a great Buddhist moralist
with a fascinating talent to preach
which he now uses in political agi-
tation. Rev. Sobhita is also the
chairman of the temperance move-
ment in Sri Lanka. This function
makes him still more interesting be-
cause it gives him a strong base
in a national movement which alrea-
dy from the beginning was a poli-
tical movement against the British.
The Swedish IOGT has financially
supported Rev. Sobhita’s activities in
the Lankian temperance movement.

Let me just summarize the ideo-
logy of the SBM by once more
pointing at its new creation of the
national flag in which the symbols
of the Tamils and Muslims are :li-

minated. It is a ‘“pure’” lionflag.
Let me also point at the way of

vention of the principal and CTB
authorities who met the Commander
of the Camp.

A camp, allegedly of the EPRLF,
was bombed. Two persons died in

this incident.

Soon after, a landmine exploded;
the forces refused to march but moved
on after much persuasion.

It reported that the security forces
who took partin Operation Mullai-
tivu were drawn from the camp at
Thanneeroortu. They appeared to be
a disciplined group while the group
from Padaviya—a black uniformed

lot carried knives, poles etc,

greeting among members of the SBM.
They say or write in Sinhala :
sinhala jatiyata jayaveva *may vic-
tory be to the Sinhala people”,
which however is translated into
English by the SBM as «“Hail to
the Sinhala race®’.

The SBM is not the biggest or-
ganization but it is a very impor-
tant one because of the capacity of

its.leaders and its international re-
lations.

Jatika Peramuna

Jatika Peramuna means “national’’
or “racial front’’. The official trans—
lation is National Front which is a
name chosen which is already occu-
pied by a political party in England-
This party’s policy against immi-
grants is well - known.

This organization is the youngest
of all organizations mentioned. Tt
was founded by the Mahanayaka
of the Asgiriyachapter in Kandy.
He is one of the leaders of the
Siam Nikaya and by that function
one of the highest religious dignita-
ries in the whole country.

The immediate reason for the
formation of this organization is
the massacare in Anuradhapura in

May 1985, Officially the organiza-
tion was founded on August 9th
1985 in order “to meet the thread
of terrorism”, to help to resettle
Sinhalese in Vavuniya and Trinco-
malee, to foice the government to
arrange a referendum about th,
results of the negotiations at Thimpu
and “to protect country, race and
religion®’,

It is interesting to see that *“old”’
organizations like the All Ceylon
Buddhist Congress and the Buddhist
Theosophical Society, but also the
SBM and last not least the SLFP
are members of the National Front.

The UNP is not a member of the
Front, noris the 4/l Lanka Orga-
nization.
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Eelam Stamps in Hill Country

How come that letters bearing
Eelam stamps were distributed in
the upcountry areas?

This was what Baddegama M. P.

Mr. Richard Pathirana wanted to
know when the allocation for the
Post and Telecommunications De-

partment were discussed in Parlia=
ment recently.

The second Eelam stamp was
issued on 15th November to mark
the disenfranchisement of the hill
Country Tamils in 1948, soon after
Sri Lanka was granted Independence.

NEWS BRIEFS

Fed. Meets C.O,

The Batticaloa Workers’ Federa-
tion led by Mr. P. C. Wanasinghe,
a former President of the Ceylon
Tamil Teachers’ Union, met the Co-
ordinating Officer Batticaloa on
1-17-86. The discussions centred
around Tamil youths in detention.
It was revealed at the meeting that
with the exception of 20 persons
in detention, out of the 18 others
who were taken away from Governs
ment Departments and Corporations,
10 were allegedly shot and 8 were
‘missing’. Those who were detained
were reportedly subject to ‘inhuman
torture’.

Houses Blasted

Several houses at Kurumbasiddy
in the Palaly /| Kankesanthurai area
were blasted by Security Foices on
1st December. The reason given was
to forestall an attack by militants.

Hijacked

A Grama Sevaka attached to the
Thondamannar-Point Pedro Circuit
was stopped on his way home re-
cently by army personnel and search-—
ed. However, after his identity was
established, he was permitted  to
resume his journey, of course minus
his motor-bicycle.

Parents’ Dilemma

Kandasamy Perinpanathar (15) of
Nunavil, Chavakachcheri was take‘n
into custody by the Security Forces
on 22-1-85 and kept in detention at
the Gurunagar Camp. He was, how-
ever, released after 3 months, Three
days after release he went missing,
The parents of the boy are now
in a quandary because the Comman-=
ding Officer of the Army Camp at
Fort, Jaffna wants him to be pro-
duced before him.

Shelling Again

Shell fire from the Army Camp
at Jaffna Fort on 29th November
injured an 8 year-old boy Sivarajah
from Koddady who was .admitted to
the Jaffna Hospital with protrudigg
Tniestines,  Several houses were da-

magfad by the shells and many people
hurriedly moved to places of safety.

Mini - bus Mishap

One person was killed on the
spot and eight badly injured, two
of them critically, when a van car-
rying passengers returning from
Colombo who had detrained at

Vavuniya, hit a culvert between
Omanthaj and Nochchimoddai on
1-12-86.

Health Hazard

Stray pigs wandering about all ov-
er Jaffna Town have become a serio-
us health hazard to the people.

They are found wallowing in the
dirt and accumulated rubbish hea-
ps, in drains and stagnant water.
They may be carriers of encephalitis
which is ravaging some parts of the
country.

The Tamil Nadu Government
has taken drastic action to elimina-
te pigs from areas like Tanjore,
Trichinapoly and Madras  where
there has been a serious outbreak
of encephalitis which has claimed
the lives of more than 200 child-
ren.

Members of the public have alert-

ed the health authorities in Jaffna
to take steps to destroy the pigs.

Telecom Boycott

Telecommunication workers atta-
ched to the Exchange near the Jaff-
na Post Office are continuing their
boycott of the Jaffna Exchange, con-
sequent to the Army firing on 28 th
morning from their encampments
in the Jaffna Police quarters. Simult-
aneously, a helicopter flying over-
head was reported to have fired on
the building. This resulted in injuries
to L. T.Thanabalasingam, (30) a Se-
curity Officer, C. Retnasamy, a cle-
rk (40) and a civilian who had come
to settle his telephone bills.

Quit Notice =

The Baii?caloa Citizens’ Committ-
ee js taking up the matter of the
forced eviction of Tamils living in
the area around Sammanthurai Police
Station after an attack onit on 28th
November. It is reported that the pe-

TAMILS IN TIHAR JAIL

All the 15 Sri Lankans including
four women and four children who
were accused of using forged docu-
ments to try to enter Copenhagen
in Denmark, from 30th October
continue to undergo detention in the
Tihar jail, despite the Court’s order
granting them bail, according to a
report in the Times of India on 29th
November,

The Tamil speaking refugees who
were to come into India early this
year successfully boarded an Inter-
national flight for Copenhagen to
seck refuge in the camp set up there

under the International Red Cross
Scheme. After a few days of det-
ention the refugees were deported
by the Danish authoritiecs on the
allegation that they had forged tra-
vel documents including visas. They
reached Indira Gandhi International
Airport on 6th November. They were
arrested on several charges including
forgery.

The Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate of New Delhi on 20th Novem-
per ordered their release on furn-
ishing a bail bond in a sum of
Rs. 10,000/- each and the surety on
the same amount.

ople were not even given time to
pick up their belongings.
Foiled

A press release by the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) st-
ates that an attempt to set up  an ar-
my post ina Bank building in Uyil-
ankulam in the Mannar District
on 1st December was foiled. It
further states that the Security For-
ces came in a convoy of 21 vehicles.
One of their lorries hit a landmine,
resulting in the death of all its occ-
upants. The bank building was also

demolished.

Instant Death

Mylvaganam (71),
a former deputy chairman of the
Town Council Valvettiturai and a
retired Asst. Commissioner of La-
bour, died instantaneously when a shell
from the Army camp at Thondaman-
nar hit his residence on 29th Novem-
ber. The shelling lasted for about th-
ree hours badly injuring 5 civilians.

Nallathamby

Institute Day -

The Jaffna College Technical In-
stitute at Vaddukoddai  celebrated
its Eleventh Institute Day recently.
The Director Mr. M. G. Pillainaya-
gam, in his report stressed the contri-
bution made by the Institute to sch-
ool - leavers by providing technical
and vocational education and life-
skills geared to meet the future
with assurance of employment. The
rapidly changing situation around

them had forced them to update
and adjost their Course Programmes
to meet the needs and aspirations
of the Society they sought to serve.
Mr. T. Yoganathan, District Judge

Point Pedro was the Chief Gu‘egskt&?
and Mrs. R.K. Yoganathan presented
:he Diplomas and Certificates. A
three — day exhibition preceded thge
function. g

Engineered?

A member of the A.D.M.K of
the Rajya Sabha, has, in an inter-
view to the Sunday Mail, India of
1.12.86, charged that the shooting
incident at Choolaimetdu, Madras on
1.11.86 involving the EPRLF was
«enginecered by the Tamil Nadu
Police’. Two civilians lost their lives
in this incident.

Singing In Harmony

The Second Annual Youth Service
of the London Tamil Congregation
was held on 26.10.86 at  Putngy
Methodist Church. The Service was
conducted by Mrs. Premila Tharma-
balan, formerly of Erlalai. Commu.
nion was celebrated by Reyv. Henry
Victor of Chilaw Anglican Church
and the Sermon preached by Rev.
Fr. Bernard, an old boy of Si.
Patrick’s College Jaffna. The Putney
choir consisted of both Tamils and
Sinhalese.

Printed and Published by

New Era Publications

Lids 118,

Fowrth Cross
at the General Post Office, Sri Lanka,

under QJ 101.

Street, Jaffna, on G6th December, 1986. Registered as a newspaper

->\’\;



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)

